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AGARICUS  (LEPIOTA)   GEORGINjE;  A  NEW  SPECIES  OF 

AGARICUS. 

By   WORTHINGTON    G.    S.MITH,    E.L.S. 

(Plate  CXII.) 

This  elegant  and  curious  Lepiota  differs  from  any  species  hitherto  de- 
scribed. Its  specific  characters  are  sufficient  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
other  Lepiot(S,  but  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  plants  of  the  group,  it 
may  be  readily  recognized  by  its  parasitic  habit,  the  members  of  the  sub- 
genus, with  the  exceptions  referred  to,  being  all  terrestrial.  It  is  probably 
exotic,  perhaps  of  Eastern  origin,  as  I  have  not  met  with  it  elsewhere 
than  in  the  cool  fernery  at  Messrs.  Veitch  and  Sons'  Nursery,  at  Chelsea. 
It  does  not  come  up  in  the  stoves  and  hothouses  like  some  exotic  species 
of  Lepiota,  but  is  confined  exclusively  to  tlie  cool  fernery,  where  it  may  be 
found  all  through  the  year  on  dift't-rent  species  of  Mosses  which  grow 
amongst  British  Ferns  and  other  hardy  plants.  Judging  from  its  habitat, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  may  have  been  introduced  with 
some  of  Messrs.  Veitch's  extensive  importations  from  Japan  and  neigh- 
bouring territories. 

It  comes  into  Fries's  section  "  Clypeolarii,"  and  its  nearest  allies  are  A. 
Badhami,  B.  and  Br.,  and  A.  Mehagrh,  Sow.  One  of  its  most  striking 
peculiarities  is  its  instantaneous  change  of  colour  from  snow-white  to 
blood-red  when  touched.  So  sensitive  is  it,  that  when  gently  laid  with 
the  pileus  downwards  on  paper,  the  part  of  the  surface  in  contact  with  the 
paper  immediately  ciuinges  colour,  and  if  rolled  over,  it  leaves  a  brilliant 
carmine  stain  wherever  it  touches.  The  portions  of  the  gills  nearest  the 
stem  are  usually  crimson,  merely  from  accidentally  coming  in  contact  with 
the  stem  to  which  they  are  closely  approximated  though  free.  The  red 
colour  ultimately  becomes  dark  brown,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  hours 
from  gathering,  the  Agaric  loses  its  property  of  changing  colour.  Several 
other  Lepiota  change  colour,  but  none  have  the  remarkable  sensitiveness 
of  this  species. 

Agaricus  (Lepiotce)  Georffiiia,SY).nov.  PJ/6'««  white,  slightly  fleshy, fragile, 
at  first  campanulate,  then  expanded,  ^  in.  to  1  in.  across,  covered  Avith  a 
minute,  dense,  viscid  pruinosity  which,  as  well  as  the  white  Hesh,  instantly 
changes  to  crimson  when  touched;  margin  at  length  striate.  Stem  slightly 
attenuated  upwards,  1  in.  to  2  in.  long,  also  covered  externally  with  minute 
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viscid  priiinosity,  changing  to  crimson  when  touched.  Antvdns  evanes- 
cent. Gills  free,  very  tliin,  moderately  distant,  somewhat  veiitricose,  white, 
the  edge  hecoming  crimson  when  touched.    Spores  \\\n\e,  -0003"  x  -0002". 

This  species  is  scentless  and  tasteless,  and  the  whole  plant  is  extremely 
fragile.  I  have  dedicated  it  to  Miss  Georgina  Elizabeth  Johnstone, 
Argyll  Lodge,  Campdeu  Hill,  in  recognition  of  the  Zealand  success  with 
which  she  has  painted  and  studied  the  hyraenomycetous  Fungi  of  Inverary. 

Explanation  of  Plate  CXII.— Figs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  Agaricus  fLepiota) 
Georgince,  sp.  nov.  Fig.  6.  Section  of  ditto.  Fig.  7.  Trama.  Fig.  8.  Spores  X 
700  diametei-s. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SPECIE'S  OF  POTTIA  ALLIED  TO 
P.  TRUXCATA,  WITH  DE3CR1PTI0XS  OF  THREE  NEW 
SPECIES. 

By  William  Mitten,  A.L.S. 

A  specimen  of  the  Pottia,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Braithwaite  in  the  Au- 
gust number  of  this  Journal,  having  been  sent  to  me  by  ]\Ir.  Davies  with  a 
request  that  I  would  examine  it,  I  have  found  it  necessary  in  so  doing  to 
reinspect  my  specimens  and  to  look  over  the  descriptions  of  the  species. 

"  Pottia  "  has  been  generally  accepted  as  the  generic  name  for  a  group 
of  species,  chiefly  European,  all  which  have  an  intimate  agreement  among 
themselves  in  their  mode  and  places  of  growth  as  well  as  their  small  size, 
foliage,  and  general  appearance ;  originally  it  was  intended  to  include 
Gymnostonious  species  only,  and  those  forms  in  which  a  peristome  is  de- 
veloped were  considered  distinct  and  placed  in  the  genus  Anacalypta  or 
Weissia.  In  ilueller's  Synopsis,  Anacalypta  is  reduced  to  a  section  of 
Po^/!/a,  and  in  Schimper's  'Synopsis  of  the  European  Musci,' although 
both  genera  are  first  employed,  at  the  end  of  the  work  it  is  admitted  that 
thev  must  be  united. 

these  Mosses,  with  some  other  analogous  species  in  other  natural  groups, 
offer  great  difficulties  to  the  learner:  it  was  formerly  easy  to  examine  the 
capsule  for  a  peristome,— if  it  had  none,  the  species  might  be  Pottia.  if,  how- 
ever, a  peristome  was  present,  it  must  belong  to  some  other  genus;  if  the 
peristome  had  short  teeth,  it  might  be  Anacalypta,  but  when  the  teeth 
were  elongated  it  became  Besmatodon.  Individuals  of  the  same  species 
differ  greatly  in  the  amount  of  the  peristome  ;  in  some  examples  the  pe- 
ristome is  a' short  membrane  with  or  without  the  rudiments  of  teeth  at 
its  upper  edge,  and  between  this  and  the  comparatively  complete  peristome 
proper  to  Anacalypta  every  gradation  may  be  found.  These  gradations 
in  the  development  of  an  'organ  upon  which  not  a  few  genera  have  been 
established,  lead  to  the  question  where  is  the  most  completely  developed 
peristome  to  be  found  among  IMosses  evidently  most  closely  related  to 
Pottia  ?  The  answer  must  be,  in  that  group  of  the  genus  Torlula  to  which 
Syntrichia  belongs,  and  the  distinctions  upon  which  Anacalypta,  Desma- 
todoH,  and  TficJiostomum  rest  are  barely  of  nse  as  sections,  for  they  fail 
to  bring  together  the  most  nearly  related  species  in  every  other  particular 
except  peristome.  In  several  of  the  Pottias,  even  when  the  capsule  is  de- 
stitute of  peristome,  the  cells  of  the  operculum  are  seen  to  be  arranged  in 
a  twisted  manner,  so  that — as  stated  in  the  "  Musci  Indici  "  (Journ.  of  the 
Linn.  Soc.  1859),  and  since  by  Lindberg  in  his  review  of  the  European 
Trickosfoma—ihe  peristome,  if  developed,  must  be  also  twisted  or  the  teeth 
ascend  obliquely,  as  is  commonly  the  case  in  Tortida. 
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To  return  from  this  digression  :  it  will  be  best  to  speak  of  these  Mosses 
under  the  name  of  Pottia,  as  being  that  by  which  they  are  best  known, 
and  the  Britisli  species  may  be  separately  distinguished  in  the  following 
manner : — 

Leaves  with  accessory  lamellae  on  the  nerve 1.  P.  cavifolia. 

Leaves  without  accessory  lamellae. 
Calyptra  scabrous. 

Leaves  obtuse 2.  P.Wihoni. 

Leaves  acute 3.   P.  Starkeana. 

Calyptra  smooth. 

Leaves  serrulate  towards  the  apex. 

Nerve  not  excurrent 4.  P.  HeimiL 

Nerve  excurrent %>.  P.  lanceolata. 

Leaves  quite  entire. 

Peristome  always  present 6.  P.  ccBspitosa. 

Peristome  almost  unkuovvu. 
Leaves  in  5  rows. 
Leaves  smooth. 

Capsule  turbinate 7.  P.  tinincata. 

Capsule  oval-cylindric 8.  P.  littoralis. 

Leaves  rough 9.  P.  asperula. 

Leaves  in  8  rows. 

Nerve  excurrent  into  a  long  point 10.   P.  crinita. 

Nerve  forming  a  short  point \\.  P.  viridifolia. 

1.  P.  cnvifoUa,  Ehrh.,  or  rather  as  it  should  be  P.  pnsilla,  Hedw.,  is  a 
well-marketl  species  from  the  presence  on  the  inner  side  of  the  nerve  of 
the  leaf  of  narrow  lamellse;  in  this  it  agrees  with  a  species  not  yet  de- 
tected in  Britain,  P.  snbsessiUs,  Brid.,  which  from  having  its  calyptra 
split  on  several  sides  foruis  the  genus  Pharomilriiun,  Schimper,  Synopsis, 
p.  121  ;  the  resemblance  is,  however,  so  great  that  a  natural  arrangement 
must  keep  them  in  one  genus.  The  variety  of  P.  pusilla,  with  an  elon- 
gated seta  and  capsule,  enumerated  in  the  '  Bryologia  Britannica '  as  var. 
8.  gracilis,  has  the  peristome  of  Des)iHitodon,  which  may  be  dissected 
out  of  the  operculum,  it  is  then  the  Barbvla  cavifolia,  Schimper,  Syn- 
opsis, p.  7;H,  and  the  Tortida  lanieUata,  Lindberg,  De  Tortulis,  etc. 
Having  gathered  this  form,  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  only  a  more  com- 
plete state  of  P. pusilla,  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  aduiitled  that  interme- 
diate states  have  not  yet  been  found.  Closely  allied  also  to  P.  pusilla,  are 
Desmntoflon  nervosus,  which  has  the  peristome  variable  in  length  and  is 
really  a  Tortitla,  and  T.  chloroiiotos,  Brid. 

2.  P.  J'Filsoni,  Hook.,  with  its  obscure  octofarious  leaves, is  a  very  dis- 
tinct species  ;  British  specimens  show  hardly  a  trace  of  peristome,  but 
others  gathered  at  Hyeres,  by  Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan,  have  a  narrow  mem- 
brane within  the  mouth  of  the  capsule.  The  inflorescence  is  probably 
subject  to  variation,  for  tlie  antheridia  are  sometimes  included  in  a  small 
bud  as  well  as  being  free  in  the  axils  of  the  comal  leaves.  My  specimen 
of  the  Eidothyiuenium  vincruiiiJ'uHi(iii,  Muell.,  is  certainly  P.  I/'ilsuiii,  and 
is  only  a  little  more  complete  state  than  the  Erench  specimens ;  this  syno- 
nym should,  therefore,  be  removed  to  its  proper  place. 

3.  P.  Slarkea)ia,  Hedw.,  or  Anacuhjptu  Slarkmna,  including  its  gvm- 
nostoraous  form,  P.  miiitdula,  and  its  intermediate  states,  TFeissia  nj/iiiis. 
Hooker  antl  Taylor,  or  var.  bruclnjodas,  is  variable  in  the  length  of  its 
capsule,  wiiicli,  when  very  long,  is  also  as  often  gunnoslomous  as  the  slates 
in  which  it  is  shorter,  and  presents  every  gradation  in  the  amount  of  its 
development  of  peristome,  from  none  to  that  attributed  to  Jitacab/pla.  jMr. 
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Wilson  (Bryol.  Brit.  p.  98)  candidly  admits  that  he  "  dares  not  pronounce 

F.  Stnrkeana  and  P.  niiiintula  distinct ;"  yet  has  kept  the  two  forms  in 
the  presumed  distinct  genera.  The  scabrous  calyptra  escaped  the  notice 
of  the  authors  of  the  '  Bryologia  Europiea.' 

4.  P.  IL'imii,  Hedw.,  easily  distinii;uislied  by  its  leaves,  varies  greatly 
in  tlie  length  of  its  capsule,  but  although  frequent  search  has  been  made 
for  a  peristome,  in  promising  specimens  none  has  been  found. 

5.  P.  lanceulata,  Hedw.  (^Auacali/pta  laiiceolata),  although  described 
with  entire  leaves,  has  always  some  trace  of  minute  crenation  near  where 
its  nerve  is  excurrent  from  the  apex  of  its  leaves.  This  species  is  very 
variable  in  its  peristome,  Avhen  gymuostomous  it  is  probably  Gymnosto- 
mum  hitcrmedhim.  Turner,  and  of  Sclnvaegrichen,  Supp.  t.  7,  a  form  com- 
monly reforied  to  P.  tntiicatu,  from  which  it  may  be  distinguished  by  the 
crenation  of  the  margin  and  rough  cells  of  its  leaves.  The  Desmatodou 
Gue/Ani  (Bryol.  Europ.  Dt'smatodon,  t.  4)  can  hardly  be  other  than  a  more 
complete  form  ;  no  character  is  given  in  the  description  by  which  it  could 
be  safely  distinguished. 

6.  P.  C(mpito'ia,  Bruch,  is  unlikely  to  be  confounded  with  any  other 
species  excepting  P.  Starkeana,  and  from  this  it  diifers  immediately  in  the 
smooth  calypti'a. 

7.  P.  tritncata,  Bryol.  Europ.,  may  be  truly  Gymiiostomnm  truncalmn, 
Hedw.  Fund.  t.  5,  but  Hedwig  has  figured  and  described  his  species  as 
dioicous, — a  fact  which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked;  it  is  certainly  the 

G.  tnmcatiim  oi  i\nt  Bryol.  Germanica,  t.  9.  f.  8.  This  species  has  acute 
entire  leaves  with  smootli  cells ;  it  varies  greatly  in  its  ca])sxde,  which  is, 
however,  always  as  wide  at  the  mouth  as  it  is  lower  down,  and  its  usual 
form  is  turbinate;  forms  with  an  elongated  capsule  are  probably  in  herba- 
ria confused  with  the  gymnostomous  state  of  P.  lanceolatu.  Mueller 
says  in  his  'Synopsis,'  p.  554,  that  he  has  met  with  the  peristome. 

8.  P.  littoralis,  n.  sp. ;  leaves  oblong-subspathulate,  obtuse  or  acute, 
the  lower  ones  pale,  the  upper  green ;  cells  in  the  upper  part  of  the  leaf 
about  half  tiie  size  of  those  of  P.  truncata,  hence  more  obscure,  smooth  ; 
lower  cells  oblong,  pellucid  ;  nerve  excurrent,  longer  in  the  inferior  leaves  ; 
capsule  oblong-oval,  mouth  less  than  the  greatest  diameter;  operculum 
rostrate,  slightly  twisted  ;  male  flower  bud-like.  Hab.  Aldrington,  near 
Brighton,  Sussex,  growing  with  P.  Hehnii,  also  at  Hastings.  The  oval 
Capsule,  not  dilated  at  the  mouth,  gives  this  Moss  a  greater  similitude 
to  P.  lanceulata  than  to  P.  truncala,  but  from  this  it  differs  in  the  smooth 
leaves.  I  formerly  mistook  this  Moss  for  P.  criu'du,  from  which  it  differs 
in  the  quiiujuefarious  arrangement  of  its  leaves,  and  much  shorter  and 
more  slender  nerve,  as  well  as  in  its  smooth  cells. 

9.  P.  aspcrida,  n.  sp.  ;  leaves  ol)ovate-spathulate,  acute,  but  not  acu- 
minate ;  nerve  excurrent  into  a  short  point,  upper  cells  rounded,  rather 
obscure,  each  with  several  elevated  points,  lower  cells  oblong,  snioofli, 
pellucid;  capsule  oval;  ojierculum  rostrate;  cells  slightly  twisted ;  an- 
theridia  naked  in  the  axils  of  comal  leaves.  Hab.  Henfield,  Sussex,  near 
Penzance,  in  several  ])laces,  Mr.  Curnow ;  Jersey,  M.  Piquet ;  also  in 
Wilson's  Muse.  Brit,  with  P.  truncala,  n.  90.  tiiis  has  more  obscure 
leaves  than  P.  tritncata,  and  when  they  are  bent  over  under  the  microscope 
the  roughness  of  the  cells  is  easily  perceived.  The  capsule  is  not  so  wide 
at  the  moutii  as  it  is  about  its  middle.  It  is  possible  that  this  species 
may  be  sometimes  confused  with  P.  lanceulata,  when  that  species  is  gym- 
uoslomous,  but  it  has  many  points  of  difference. 
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10.  P.  crinita,  Wils.,  is  generally  very  readily  distinguished  from  its 
allies  by  the  long  hair-like  points  of  its  leaves,  which  are  obtuse,  and  its 
oval  transparent  capsule  showing  the  sporangium  not  continuous  with  the 
external  walls  ;  in  its  octofarious  leaves  it  agrees  with  P.  Jnisoiii,  but 
differs  by  its  smooth  calyptra,  and  in  the  areolation  of  its  leaves. 

11.  P.  viridifoUa,  n.  sp.  (P.  paU'uIa,  Braithvvaite,  in  Journ.  of  13ot.  Vlll. 
255,  non  Lindberg)  ;  leaves  obovato-spathulate,  obtuse  or  slightly  acute; 
nerve  not  very  stout,  excurrent  into  a  short  point ;  margin  recurved 
about  the  middle ;  cells  in  the  upper  part  hexagonal  or  ne;irly  square, 
their  external  walls  with  minute  protuberances,  obscure  with  chlorophyll, 
lower  cells  oblong,  hyaline,  smooth  ;  seta  short ;  capsule  oblong ;  lid 
rostrate;  antheridia  in  the  nxils  of  the  connd  leaves.  Hab.  Plymouth, 
Mr.  Holmes;  also  in  Wilson's  Muse.  Brit.,  amongst  additional  specimens 
of  P.  crinita.  From  P.  crinita  this  differs  in  its  larger  and  wider  leaves, 
with  the  upper  cells  less  obscure  and  less  evidently  tuberculated,  the  lower 
cells  less  elongated,  and  the  short  and  slender  nerve. 

P.  pallida,  Lindberg,  belongs  to  this  section  of  the  arrangement, 
which  is  described  in  his  review  of  the  European  Toriulce  and  Tricho- 
stomce.  as  having  octofarious,  panduriform  leaves  with  cells  "  la^vissiniis," 
the  nerve  long  and  fragile,  the  seta  "  aureoflava"  ;  capsule  "  cyliudrico- 
oblonga,"  gymnostomous  ;  operculum  rostrate,  indistinctly  twisted  ;  calyp- 
tra smooth;  antheridia  in  the  axils  of  the  coraal  leaves  This  was  gathered 
on  the  coast  of  Spain,  and,  from  the  precision  of  the  description,  must  be 
distinct  from  all  our  British  species. 


TERNIO  EUGENIARUM  NOVARUM  SINENSIUM. 
Pkofeet  Henr.  F.  Hance,  Ph.D.,  c^t. 

I.  Eiigerda  (Si/zyginm)  minutijlora,  sp.  nov. ;  frutescens,  glaberriina, 
rnniis  teretibns  cortice  fusco-brunneo  vestitis,  ramulis  parum  compressis, 
foliis  oppositis  coriaceis  obovatis  obtusissimis  nunc  subemarginatis  supra 
lucidis  costa  impressa  venis  inconspicuis  sul)tus  subopacis  costa  proniinula 
venisque  tenuibus  paulo  elevatis  margine  recurvis  1-2|^  poll,  lougis, 
2~^4  poll,  latis  in  petiolum  bilinealem  cuneato-attennatis,  cymis  axillari- 
bus  et  terminalibus  paucitloris  foliis  brevioribus,  calycis  tubo  obconico 
tetragono  vix  lineam  longo  supra  ovarium  conspicue  producto  apice  truu- 
cato  segmentis  dentiformibus,  petalis  orbiculatis  (qiiatenus  e  floruui  non- 
dum  expansoriim  autopsia  dijudicare  liceat)  singulatinr  deciduis. 

In  colliculo  juxta  oppidum  Shui-tung,  ad  extremitatem  australiorem 
prov.  Cantonieusis,  die  15  Noverabris,  1806,  collegerunt  Sampson  et 
Hance.      (Exsicc.  n.  1.3754.) 

Pone  Si/zugiiim  huxifoliiiiii.  Hook,  et  Am.  collocanda ;  sed  optime  dis- 
tincta,  foliis  majoril)us,  tloribus  minimis,  calyceque  prismatico. 

II.  Eiigenin  (Enevgeina)  Grijiail,  sj).  nov.;  undi([ue  glaberriina,  ramis 
teretibns  cortice  I'usco-cinereo  obductis,  ramulis  tetragoiiis,  foliis  crebris 
oppositis  et  ternis  tenuiter  coriaceis  oblongis  obtusiusculis  supra  costa 
impressa  venis((ue  incons])icuis  la-vibus  lucidulis  snbtus  opacis  sub  lento 
tantura  minutissime  ferrugineo-punetatis  costa  venisque  tenuibus  prominulis 
margine  recurvis  8-10  lin.  longis  3-4  lin.  latis  in  petiolum  brcvissinunu 
cuneatis,   pedinicnlis    lateralibus    solitariis    unitloris  bilinealibus,   iloribus 
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cerniiis,  calycis  basi  bracteolis  binis  subiilatis  minimis  fiilti  tubo  oblongo- 
turbiuato  3^  iin.  longo  supra  ovarium  baud  producto  limbi  segmentis 
4  pavvis  triaii<i:ulatis  siiiubus  latis  truiicatis  discretis,  petalis  .  .  .? 
Ill  proviiicia  Fokieu  detexit  cl.  C.  F.  M.  De  Grijs.  (Exsicc.  n.  391.) 
S,t/llisio  buxifolio,  Schauer,  a  me  non  viso,  certe  arcto  juncta  counubio, 
sed  foHa  flores  fulcrantia  neqnaquam  deminuta,  atque  infiorescentia  miiiime 
racemosa.  Specimen  in  herbario  valde  refert  E.  Vauthierianum,  v.  Berg, 
e  Brasiba. 

III.  Eugenia  (Ei(£ugenia)  pyxophylla,  sp.  nov.  ;  frntescens,  glaberrima, 
ramis  teretibus  cortice  fusco-cinereo  obtectis,  ramuUs  tetraquetris  lineis 
4  elevatis  notatis,  fobis  crebris  teruis  coriaceis  oblongo-bnearibus  basi 
augustatis  apice  obtusis  supra  lucidis  costa  impressa  venisque  incon- 
spicuis  subtus  opacis  costa  prominida  venisque  teuuissimis  pnulo  elevatis 
marginibus  repandubs  recurvis  sub  lente  obscure  pellucido-puuctatis  9-1 2 
Iin.  longis  lf-3  bn.  latis,  floribus  in  racemum  coniposituiu  terminalem 
ovoideum  9-linealem  foHis  paucis  interstiiictis  digestis,  pedunculis  filifor- 
mibus  plerumque  bifloris  basi  bracteolis  minimis  munitis,  alabastris  turbi- 
natis  subtetragoids  rugulosis  sesquilineam  longis,  calycis  segmentis  late 
ti-iangulatis  basi  approximatis,  petalis  orbiculatis  liberis. 

la  prov.  K\vang-si,  a.  1866,  coll.  rev.  J.  R.  Graves.   (Exsicc.  n.  13750.) 
Praecedenti  afRnis ;    infiorescentia  vero,  floribusque   multo    minoribus 
distiiicta.     Folia  iis  Myrciarios  delicatulce,  v.  Bg.  simillima. 


A  FEW  NOTES  OX  MR.  WATSON'S  '  COMPENDIUM  OF  THE 

CYBELE  BRITANNICA.' 

By  Hon.  J.  L.  W^arren,  M.A.,  F.L.S. 

The  following  rough  notes  and  queries  on  Mr.  Watson's  admirable 
Compendium,  are  oflercd  with  some  hesitation.  They  supplement  the 
distribution  (chiefly  as  regards  the  province  of  Mersey)  of  a  few  aggregate 
species  and  several  subspecies.  So  many  waifs  and  strays  of  alien  vege- 
tation have  of  late  years  been  battering  for  admission  at  the  doors  of  the 
London  Catalogue,  that  I  have  ventured  to  illustrate,  by  some  instances 
within  my  own  observation,  the  tenacity  and  facility  with  which  certain 
manifest  aliens,  colonists,  and  denizens  have  maintained  their  ground  and 
rapidly  multiplied  their  individuals  in  given  spots  within  very  bmited 
periods  of  time  : — 

Callitriche  platycarpa,  Kiitz.  (p.  173.) — "Localities  insufliiciently  on 
record."  Confirm  province  9.  Tabley  Lake,  on  the  authority  of  Professor 
Hegelmaier,  to  whom  I  submitted  a  specimen  thence.  C.  hamiduta, 
Kiitz.,  and  G.  autvmnaUs,  L.,  were  also  verified  by  him  from  the  same 
piece  of  water.  This  is  the  most  southern  English  station  for  the  latter; 
but  as  Anacharis  is  increasing  in  Tabley  Lake,  the  Callitriche  is  rather 
diHicult  to  find  now.  I  found  it,  however,  again,  plentifully  on  the  mud 
of  Holford  mill-dam,  let  off  this  year  for  repairs,  some  two  miles  west  of 
tlie  original  station  in  the  new  edition  of  E.  Bot.,  "  near  Tabley  Lake  boat- 
house." 

Verbascum  virgntum.  With.  (p.  253.) — Add  province  9,  within  a  curved 
enclosure.  Twenty  or  thirty  of  these  plants  appeared  in  a  clover-field  in 
Pbindey,  near  Nortiiwich,  in  18G8  and  1809.  Last  year  the  field  was 
already  ploughed  up  when  I  visited  it. 
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Mentha  piperita,  Huds.  (p.  268.) — Usually  considered  a  Cheshire  na- 
tive, and  I  have  certainly  found  it  four  or  five  times  within  the  county, 
but  always  under  circumstances  of  suspicion.  Once  in  a  little  Willow- 
bed  just  opposite  a  farmhouse  ;  again,  in  a  hedge-ditch,  where  I  learnt  a 
cottage  and  garden  had  once  stood ;  then  by  the  side  of  a  runnel,  with  a 
farm-garden  a  little  above  it,  etc. 

Galeopm  versicolor,  Curt.  (p.  275.)  — On  the  question  of  this  being  "  a 
boreal  variety  of  Tetrahit^'  note  that  it  is  perhaps  the  most  characteristic 
and  widespread  flower  of  central  Cheshire.  The  potato-fields,  which  it 
affects  most,  are  often  covered  for  roods  with  it.  There  is  plenty  of  G. 
Tetruliit  also,  and  they  often  grow  together ;  but  I  never  saw  the  slightest 
approach  to  intermediates  between  the  two,  and  alive  they  are  abundantly 
and  I  should  say  "  specitically"  distinct.  It  is  only  In  the  herbarium 
that  likeness  begins. 

Clienopodiim  ficifolium,  Sm.  (p.  293.) — Add  province  9,  within  around 
bracket  for  greater  caution  ;  observed  twice  about  rubbish  and  in  a  garden 
in  the  environs  of  the  city  of  Chester  this  year,  but  nothing  like  so  well 
established  there  as  round  London.  After  all,  is  this  Chenopod  a  better 
native  than  Mercurialis  annua  and  Sinapis  muralis,  plants  to  nie  of 
similar  claims  and  environment  ?  Three  years  ago  I  raised  from  Kilburn 
seeds  a  few  plants  of  O.  ficifolium  at  Tabley.  It  has  even  in  this  short 
space  spread  as  a  weed  in  different  places  through  a  kitchen-garden  of  two 
acres.  Rnmex  sanf/nineus  and  Datura  Strnmoninm  have  also  maintained 
themselves  there  for  many  years  in  spite  of  hoeing  and  weeding. 

Atriplex  erecta,  Huds.  (p.  296.) — If  this  includes  or  equals  J.  serrata, 
Syrae,  province  9  (Cornfields  about  Knutsford)  may  be  confidently  added. 
Mr.  Syme  named  thus  for  me  our  prevalent  vprigJd  field  Atriplex. 

Riunex  prutenm,  M.  and  K.  (p.  302.) — Add  province  9.  Several  places 
in  Tabley  Hill  Lane  and  elsewhere.  I  found  the  plant  in  ]\Iersey  as  soon 
as  I  had  learnt  it  in  Middlesex.  I  fancy  it  occurs  nearly  everywhere,  if 
known  and  looked  for. 

Hippophae  rhamnoides,  L.  (p.  SOJ-.) — Is  this  ever  or  to  what  extent  an 
inland  plant  in  England  ?  It  forms  an  abundant  and  characteristic  vege- 
tation, lining  and  following  the  torrent-beds  for  miles  in  Switzerland,  e.g. 
near  Culoz. 

Eiiipetrum  nigrum,  L.  (p.  30.5.) — The  comital  distribution  of  this  seems 
wortli  tracing  minutely.  So  large  a  slice  of  southern  and  central  England 
wants  reliable  record'  of  this  plant,  that  any  occun-ence  of  it  in  zone  1 
may  prove  Avorth  chronicling.  I  was  snrpris(  d  to  find  Empetrnm  in  a 
small  marsh  lying  close  into  the  town  of  Kmitsford,  on  the  south-east  side, 
in  the  heart  of  the  plain  of  Cheshire,  and  miles  from  any  tiling  that  can 
claim  the  name  of  a  hill.  Of  course,  on  the  high  lands  of  Cheshire,  where 
Cheshire  touches  Yorkshire,  running  between  Derbyshire  and  Lancashire, 
Empetrmn  is  conunon  enough.  I  shouUl  gladly  know  whether  Stafford 
and  Derljy  can  show  any  records  for  Empetrum  in  their  flat  portions.  Q,v. 
Is  not  its  climatic  distribution  curiously  analogous  to  Faccininni  Fitis-Idtea 
to  which  I  see  zone  1  is  denied  ?  The  presence  of  Empetrum,  and  former 
presence  of  Saxifraga  Hirculus  at  Knutsford,  point  to  one  fact ;  they  are 
both  relics  of  a  much  older  flora,  when  perhaps  continuous  morasses  con- 
nected the  now  highly  cultivated  plain  of  Cheshire  with  the  hilly  districts 
of  tlie  north-east. 

Mercurialis  annua,  L.   (p.  309.) — I  should  say  a  colonist.     Still  it  is 
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curious  to  find  it  exactly  in  the  same  heterogeneous  position,  as  it  is  about 
English  towns,  e.g.  London,  Brighton,  etc. ;  about  Continental  cities,  e.g. 
Paris,  Florence,  Rome ;  there  also  it  is  a  stranger  still,  but  a  stranger  with 
recognized  rights,  and  a  quarter  of  its  own. 

Allium  oltraceum,  L.  (p.  332.) — Add  province  9.  In  a  field  at  Plum- 
ley,  by  Peover  Eye  Brook.     Several  hundred  plants  annually. 

'  Blysmns  rnfics,  Link.  (p.  3.59.) — As  Lancashire  seems  the  most  southern 
record  hitherto  for  this,  it  is  worth  adding  Chester  to  bring  the  species  to 
a  lower  comital  point  south.  It  grows  near  the  Shotwick  rifle-butts,  at  a 
spot  called  "  ISealands,"  near  Chester. 

Polygala  e'l-vulgaris.  (p.  488.) — Add  province  9  ;  it  grows  by  Peover 
Eye  Brook,  Holford,  Chester, — P.  depressa,  Wend,  being  much  the  com- 
moner local  form,  found,  among  many  other  places,  in  Tabley  Park  and 
Lower  Peover  Heath. 

Ulex  eu-nanus,  Syrae,  (p.  497.) — I  have'gathered  specimens  near  Lower 
Pi-over  Heath,  Chester,  which  I  cannot  distinguish  from  the  typical  form 
of  Middlesex  and  Surrey  heaths  ;  but  even  at  Lower  Peover,  as  over 
nearly  all  Chester,  U.  Gallii,  Planch.,  is  the  common  form. 

Auf//i/llis  Dille/iii,  Schultz.  {p.  497.)— Province  2,  Sussex.  Brighton 
racecourse. 

Coronl'la  varia,  L.  (p.  499.) — Province  1.  I  found  it  in  a  wood  above 
Dr.  Freeman's  house,  at  Somerleaze,  near  ^^'ells.  There  was  not  much  of 
it,  and  its  presence  there  was  no  doubt  accidental  and  casual.  I  put  this 
on  record  as  this  species  seems  to  be  now  in  this  country  beginning  to 
establish  itself. 

E/jiJo6in/ii  eii-tetragonnm,  E.  B.  (p.  512.) — The  northern  limit  may  be 
extended  to  province  9,  but  I  have  only  got  one  specimen  from  a  lane  in 
Lower  Peover.  I  gathered  this  as  evidently  not  "  obscurura  ;"  and  sub- 
mitted it  to  Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  who  named  \i^^  eu-telragonum."  But 
E.  ohscuruin,  Schreb.,  is  the  prevalent  form  in  the  district  round  Knuts- 
fonl,  and  I  believe  in  Cheshire. 

Saxifraga  umbrosa,  L.  (p.  517.) — It  is  perhaps  worth  notice  that,  from 
being  evidently  planted  there  a  few  years  back,  this  has  spread  so  much  in 
many  places  in  the  pleasure-ground  at  Tabley,  Knutsford,  Chester,  that 
any  enthusiastic  young  botanist  might  hail  it  as  a  native  there. 

Jsler  Novi-Belgii,  L.  (p.  533),  has  maintained  itself  for  many  years  in 
a  plausible-looking  corner  of  Tabley  Lower  Water ;  but  has  evidently 
blown  or  floated  across  some  two  hundred  yards  of  lake-water,  where 
there  is,  and  has  been  from  very  old  times,  a  herb-garden. 

Ambrosia  marilima,  Ij.  (not  entered.)  —  Alien,  casual;  a  single  plant, 
in  a  clover-field  in  Plmnley,  near  Northwich,  Cheshire.  I  could,  however, 
find  no  other  aliens  in  the  field  to  indicate  whence  this  curious  siray  had 
reached  us  ;  but  probably  the  clover-seed  was  Italian  ;  the  field  was  a 
lonely  one,  and  removed  from  any  horticultural  influence. 

Veronica  pereyrina,  L.  (p.  540.) — Knutsford  racecourse  ;  evidently  a 
casual.  Only  a  plant  or  two  for  a  couple  of  years.  Not  far  from  it  Lepi- 
dium  Draba,  Medicngo  maculata,  and  C.  Bonm-Ilenricus  have  maintained 
themselves  many  years.     Still  there,  1870. 

Barlsia  serotuta,  E.  B.  3  (p.  540.) — The  Bartsia  round  Knutsford 
seems  to  me,  who  have  studied  both  plants  growing,  sufficiently  distinct 
as  a  "  form  "  from  the  Bartsia  of  the  cornfields  round  Brighton.  I  used 
to  call  the  Cheshire  plant  "  sero/Z/^a,"  the  Brighton  one  '' verna ;'   but 
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the  Exchange  specimens  of  Dr.  Boswell-Syme  seem  to  fix  the  names 
differently,  as  far  as  one  can  judge  from  dried  specimens  only.  Note  also, 
that  the  Cheshire  Bartna  is  more  a  plant  of  the  roadsides  than  of  the 
cornfields. 

Chenopodiujii  pagannm,  Reich.,  and  C.  vu'ide,  L.  (p.  55.3.) — Add  pi'o- 
vince  9  for  both,  Knntsford. 

"  Foil/ f/ou mil  i/odos/an,"  (p.  555.) — Mere  Mere  Edge,  Cheshire.  A 
small,  white-flowered  semi-procnmbent  form,  so  named  by  an  authority 
ill  whom  much  reliance  may  be  placed.  It  bears  a  few  glands.  This  is 
a  very  different  state  to  the  large,  erect,  dusky  purple  "  nodosui/i  "  of  our 
suburbs. 

P.  (aviculare.)  rurivarjnm,  .Tord. — Cornfields,  common.  P.  (nviculare) 
arennstrum,^o\-.  (p.  556).  Eoadsides  ;  common.  Both  plentiful  round 
Kuutsford. 

Popidus  (tremula)  glabra,  E.  B.  (p.  560.) — If  you  cut  down  a  hedge 
of  Aspens,  the  shoots  from  the  stoops,  for  the  first  year  or  two,  bear  leaves 
more  like  those  of  the  black  Poplar,  and  which  you  would  never  take  for 
Aspen  leaves  if  you  had  only  an  herbarium  acquaintance  with  this  tree. 
These  leaves  of  the  young  rods  are  silky  beneath.  As  the  wood  strength- 
ens and  regains  its  tree  size,  the  leaves  become  glabrous  and  assume  the 
ordinary  Aspen  shape. 

Carex  '■'■  involiita"  (p.  591). — I  have  gathered  from  several  places  in 
Pickmere,  Tabley,  and  near  Knntsford,  specimens  to  me  identical  with 
those  distributed  by  the  Exchange  Club  under  this  name.  A  Carex  which 
is  neither  ampullacea  nor  vesicaria  (though  to  me  much  nearer  the  former), 
will,  I  fancy,  prove  to  have  wide,  though  perhaps  nowhere  abundant, 
comital  distribution  in  Chester. 
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By  J.  G.  Baker,  F.L.S. 

In  the  present  paper  I  propose  to  attempt  to  characterize  and  classify 
a  small  group  of  Iridacets  inhabiting  the  MediteiTanean  region,  Orient, 
and  Abyssinia,  the  published  information  respecting  which  is  very  much 
scattered,  and  when  brought  together  needs  a  considerable  amount  of 
sifting  and  addition  in  order  to  make  it  accurate  and  complete.  The 
species  are  several  of  them  old  garden  favourites,  the  synonymy  of  which 
might  be  traced  back  to  Clnsius,  Parkinson,  Besler,  and  the  Bauhins. 
The  group,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  scarcely  differs  from  Irk  except  in  the 
character  of  the  rootstock,  which  in  Xiphion  is  a  bulb  and  in  7m  a 
rhizome.  Although  in  floral  characters  the  two  come  so  near  to  one 
another,  yet,  in  making  a  key  to  the  genera  of  this  Order  and  its  neigh- 
bours, it  is  so  convenient  to  use  the  character  of  the  rootstock  as  one  of 
high  importance,  that  I  preft-r  ni  this  matter  to  follow  the  example  of 
Tourncfort  and  JNIiller  to  that  of  Linuttus,  and  to  treat  the  two  genera  as 
distinct.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  synonymy  that  in  the  matter  of  generic 
circumscription  the  views  which  have  been  taken  by  later  authors  are 
extremelv  diverse,  and  that  Xiphion,  as  liere  defined,  includes  three  of  the 
orenera  of  the  most  recent  monographer  of  the  Order. 

Dffinilion. — Perianthium  corollininn,  snperum,  tubo  supra  ovarium  sub- 
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nuUo  vel  elongate,  lirabi  segmentis  exterioribus  obovato-spathulatis  vel 
cuneatis  imberbibus,  interioribus  oblanceolatis  vel  linearibus,  ssepe  multo 
niinoribus,  erectis  vel  patulis.  Stamina  3,  ad  basin  lirabi  segmentorum 
exteriorum  inserta,  perianthio  breviora,  antheris  linearibus,  tilamentis 
filiformibus.  Ovarium  inferum,  prisinatico-cylindricum,  triloculare,  ovulis 
in  loculo  pliiribus  bisenatis  horizontalibus  ;  stylus  cum  periantliii  tubo 
connatus ;  stigmata  3,  petaloidea,  crista  bitida  lobis  lanceolatis  dentatis 
instructa.  Capsula  coriacea,  apice  lociilicide  trivalvis,  seminibus  in 
loculo  multis  subglobosis. — Herhte  perennes,  bidbosce,  foliis  duris  grami- 
noideis,Jto7'ibits  speciosis  solitarm  vel  paiicis  caeruleo-violaceis  veljiavis. 

Selection  of  Generic  synonyms. 

Xiphion,  Tournef.  Inst.  i.  362.  t.  189  ;  Miller,  Gard.  Diet.  edit.  6  ; 
Klatt,  Linnaja,  xxiv.  508. 

Xiphion,  section  EuxipJdon,  Parlatore,  Fl.  Ital.  iii.  304;  Alefeld,  Bot. 
Zeit.  1863,  p.  297,  ex  parte. 

/?•/«,  Linn.  Sp.  Plant.  55,  ex  parte;  Lam.  Encyc.  iii.  293,  et  auct. 
mult,  ex  parte. 

Iris,  subgenera  Xipliium,  Hermodactyloides,  et  Scorpiris,  Spacli,  Ann. 
Sc.  Nat.  ser.  3.  vol.  v.  p.  91-3 ;  Walpers  Ann.  vol.  i.  p.  816. 

Sisyrinchium,  Tournef.  Inst.  i.  365,  ex  parte. 

MorcBa,  Tenore,  Ker  et  Sweet,  ex  parte. 

Biapliane  et  Thelysia,  Salisb.  Hort.  Trans,  i.  303^  (uomina  sola). 

Juno,  Tratt.  Answ.  torn.  i.  p.  135. 

Thelysia,  Parlatore,  Fl.  Ital.  iii.  316. 

Gynandiris,  Parlatore,  Nuov.  Gen.  p.  49  ;  Fl.  Ital.  iii.  308  ;  Godr.  Fl. 
Franc,  iii.  246;  Klatt,  Linnsea,  xxiv.  576. 

Neubeckia,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1803,  p.  297,  ex  parte. 

Costia,  Willk.  Bot.  Zeit.  1860,  p.  131  ;  Willk.  et  Lange,  Fl.  Hisp.  i. 
144. 

Coresanthe,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1803,  p.  298  ;  Klatt,  I-innaea,  xxiv.  573. 

Vieiisseuxia,  Hoclist.  in  A.  Eicli.  Tent.  Fl.  Abyss,  ii.  305,  ex  parte. 

Key  to  Subgenera  and  Species. 

§  Huxiphion.  Segmenta  interiora  limbi  erecta,  exterioribus  aequilonga  vel 
paullulum  breviora.     Filamenta  libera. 

Bulbus  membranaceo-tunicatus. 

Tubus  supra  ovarium  siibnuUus  vel  brevis?imiis. 

Lamina  segmentorum  exteriorum  limbo  pauduriformi 
duplo  breviore. 

Perianthium  violaceum  . 1.  .T.  vutfjare. 

Perianthium  luteseens 2.  X.  lusitanicum. 

Lamina  segmentorum  exteriorum  limbo  euneato  ex- 

eedens ^.  X.  latifolium. 

Tubus  supra  ovarium  productus,  cjlindricus. 
Limbus  perianthii  violaceus,  2-3-pollicaris. 

Segmenta  exteriora   lamina  1  poll,  lata  in  unguem 

cite  angustata 4.  JC.  tingitanum. 

Segmenta  exteriora  8-9  lin.  lata,  dimidio  inferiore 

sensim  angustato 5.   X.fiVtfolium. 

Limbus  perianthii  luteseens,  lj-2-pollicaris  ....     6.  X.  junceum. 
Bulbus  fibroso-tunieatus. 

Tubus  2-3-uncialis.     Folia  vix  ultra  1  lin.  lata      .     .     .     7.  X  reticulatum. 
Tubus  nullus.     Folia  3-4  lin.  lata 8.  JT.  diversifolium. 
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§  §   Gynandiris  (Parlatore).    Segmenta  interiora  limbi  erecta,  exterioribus  paullu- 
lum  breviora.     Filamenta  cum  stigmatibus  deorsum  connata. 
Species  sola 2.   G.  Sisi/rincJdum. 

§§§  Juno  (Tratt.).  Segmenta  interiora  limbi  patula  vel  deflexa,  exterioribus  2-3- 
plo  breviora  et  multoties  angustiora.;  Filamenta  libera.  {=  Thelysia,  Salisb. ;  Scor- 
pzm,  Spach;    Costia,  WiWk. ;   Coresanthe,  Klatt.) 

Acaules. 

Perianthium    saturate    violaceum,    limbo   2i-3-unciali, 

tubo  3-8  poll,  longo 10.  X  alaium. 

Perianthium  flavescens,  limbo    1  ^-2-unciali,   tubo    2-3 

poll,  longo !!•  X.  palcBstinum. 

Perianthium  albidum,    extus  violaceo    tinctum,    limbo 

1^-2-unciali,  tubo  3-5  poll,  longo 12.  X.  persicum. 

Caulescentes. 

Folia  linearia,  deorsum  5-6  lin.  lata 13.  X.  caucasicum. 

Folia  lorato-lanceolata,  deorsum  12-15  lin.  lata      .     .     .  14.  X.  Aucheri. 

l.X  vulgare,  Miller;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tuiiicato,  caule  firmo 
flexuoso  1-2-pedali  iini-  vel  raro  bi-floro,  foliis  cauliuis  4-6  distichis 
falcatis  angustissime  linearibus,  deorsum  dorso  semiteretibus,  seorsum  fili- 
forraibus,  spathce  valvis  lanceolatis  hand  venlricosis  ad  basin  limbi  attin- 
gentibus,  pedicello  1-3-unciali,  periantbii  tubo  subuullo,  limbo  violaceo, 
segmentis  exterioribus  2-2|^-uncialibus  iutus  fiavo  carinatis,  lamina  rotiin- 
data  ungiie  panduriformi  duplo  breviore,  segmentis  interioribus  erectis  et 
stigmatibus  (cum  cristis)  segmentis  exterioribus  subEequilongis. — X.  vul- 
gare. Mill.  Diet.  edit.  6  ;  Parlat.  Nuov.  Gen.  p.  45  ;  Fl.  Ital.  vol.  iii. 
p.  307  ;  Aiefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1863.  p.  297.  X  angudi folium,  Klatt, 
Linnsea,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  569.  X.  verum,  Sclirank.  Iris  Xiphimn,  (3,  L.  Sp. 
Plant,  edit.  2.  p.  58  ;  I.  Xiphium,  Ehrh.  Beitr.  vol.  vii.  p.  139  (ex  parte)  ; 
Bot.  Mag.  t.  686  ;  Redoutc,  Lil.  vol.  vi.  t.  337,  et  mult,  aliorum,  non  Jacq. 
vel  Desf.     /.  variabilis,  Jacq.  Coll.  vol.  ii.  p.  231. 

Bulb  ovoid,  9-12  lines  thick,  with  several  dark  brown  membranous 
coats  and  a  tuft  of  librous  rootlets  from  the  base.  Stem  1-2  feet  high, 
erect,  with  1  or  rarely  2  flowers,  firm,  terete,  flexuose,  with  3  or  4  falcate 
leaves  placed  laxly  on  each  side  distichously,  the  lowest  a  foot  or  more 
long,  linear- filiform,  3-4  lines  broad  where  tliey  leave  the  stem,  the  upper 
part  quite  filiform,  the  lower  half  rounded  on  the  back,  glaucous-green, 
glabrous,  persistent.  Valves  of  spathe  2-3  inches  long,  4-6  lines  broad, 
lanceolate,  scariose,  about  3  inches  long,  usually  reaching  up  to  the  base 
of  the  limb  at  flowering  time,  hardly  at  all  ventricose.  Pedicel  1^3 
inches  long  within  the  spathe.  Ovary  cylindrical,  12-18  lines  long. 
Tube  scarcely  any.  Limb  2-2^  inches  deep,  usually  deep  violet-purple, 
sometimes  paler  ;  outer  divisions  keeled  with  yellow  internally,  with  a 
spreading  roundish  lamina  8-12  lines  broad,  and  an  erecto-patent  pandu- 
riform  claw  about  twice  as  long  as  the  lamina,  3-4  lines  broad  at  the 
middle  ;  inner  divisions  erect,  concolorous,  oblanceolate,  5-6  lines  broad, 
nearly  as  long  as  the  inner  ones.  Stigmas  parallel  with  the  outer  divi- 
sions and  very  nearly  as  long,  ligulate,  4-5  lines  broad  below  the  bifid 
crest,  the  lobes  of  which  are  \  inch  deep,  crenulate  on  the  outer  edges. 

Hab.  Portugal,  AVehvitsch,  354  !  Frequent  throughout  Spain,  rang- 
ing in  altitufle  from  the  coast-level  to  6000  feet,  Boissier !  Bourgeau 
Exsicc.  1849.  n.  466  !  Exsicc.  1850.  n.  891 !  Willkomm,  60  !  etc.  France, 
salt  marshes  of  Kcque  Haute,  near  Beziers,  Herault,  Fabre  !  and  said  by 
Parlatore  to  have  been  found  by  Requieu  in  Corsica.  Flowers  from  April 
to  June. 
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/.  speciahilis  (Spach,  Hist.  Plian.  vol.  xiii.  p.  20;  Ami.  Sc.  Nat. 
3rd  series,  vol.  v.  p.  93)  appears  to  be  a  o;arfleii  hybrid  between  this 
species  and  X  viiJgare.  Judging  fi-om  the  description,  /.  serot'nia,  Willk. 
Prodr.  Ilisp.  vol.  i.  p.  141,  from  the  province  of  Jaen  in  Spain,  is  very 
nearly  the  same  plant,  bnt  I  have  not  seen  specimens.  An  excellent  series 
of  uu'coloured  fin-ures  of  this  and  the  two  following,  the  series  thirteen  in 
number,  will  be  found  in  the  '  Hortus  Eystettensis '  of  Besler. 

2.  X  lusitanicum.,  Alefeld  ;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tnnicato,  caule 
firmo  pedali  vel  sesquipedali,  uni-  vel  raro  bi-floro,  foliis  4-6  distichis 
falcatis,  angnstissime  liuearibus,  deorsum  dorso  semiteretibus,  seorsum 
filiformibus,  spathi3e  valvis  lanceolatis  vontricosis  ad  basin  limbi  attingen- 
tibus,  pedicello  ovario  subsequante,  perianthii  tubo  subnullo,  limbo  flaves- 
cente,  ssepe  fundo  rubro-bmnneo  tincto,  segmentis  exterioribus  2y-2|-un- 
cialibus,  lamina  rotundata  ungue  panduriformi  duplo  breviore,  segmentis 
interioribus  oblanceolatis  exterioribus  sequilongis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis 
limbo  distincte  brevioribus. — X  InMiaiicitm,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1863, 
p.  297.  X.  sordidum,  Salisb.  Hort.  Trans,  vol.  i.  p.  303.  Iris  lusita- 
nica,  Gawl.  Bot.  Mag.  t.  679-;  Spreng.  Syst.  Veg.  vol.  i.  p.  159  ;  Boiss. 
Voy.  vol.  ii.  p.  603  ;  Spach,  Ann.  Sc.  Nat.  ser.  3.  vol.  v.  p.  93.  /.  sor- 
dida,  Soland.  in  Herb.  Mus.  Brit.  /.  jiuicea,  Brotero,  Fl.  Lusit.  vol.  i. 
p.  51  ;  Webb.  It.  Hisp.  p.  9,  non  Desf.  iiec  Willk.  et  Lange,  Prodr.  Hisp. 
vol.  i.  p.  143,  quoad  descriptionem.  /.  Xiphium,  Ehrh.  Beitr.  vol.  vii. 
p.  139,  ex  parte. 

Bulb  ovoid,  12-15  lines  thick,  with  several  brown  membranous  coats  ; 
the  rootlets  fibrous.  Stem  12-18  inches  high,  firm,  erect,  terete,  usually 
1-headed,  with  3-4  falcate  leaves  laxly  placed  on  each  side,  linear- filiform, 
the  lowest  8-12  inches  long,  2-3  lines  broad  where  they  leave  the  stem, 
semiterete  at  the  back,  subglaucous,  persistent.  Valves  of  spathe  2-2-^ 
inches  long,  lanceolate,  \  inch  broad,  reaching  up  to  the  base  of  the  limb 
at  the  flowering  time,  considerably  ventricose.  Pedicel  and  ovary  each 
12-15  lines  long.  Tube  of  perianth  scarcely  any.  Limb  2|-2f  inches 
long,  pure  yellow  or  tinged  in  the  lower  half  with  dull  purple  (X  sordi- 
diuii,  Salisb.)  ;  outer  divisions  with  a  round  lamina  an  inch  broad,  twice 
as  long  as  the  panduriform  limb,  which  is  half  an  inch  broad  in  the 
middle ;  inner  divisions  oblanceolate,  erect,  as  long  as  the  outer  ones,  5-6 
lines  broad.  Stigmas,  including  the  crest,  distinctly  shorter  than  the 
divisions. 

Hab.  Portugal;  frequent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lisbon,  especially 
at  the  foot  of  the  Serra  de  Cintra  and  in  other  places,  Brotero  ;  AVel- 
wiisch,  356  !  Webb  !  Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan  !  etc.  Flowers  in  March  and 
April. 

This  comes  extremely  near  X  vulf/are  in  everything  but  the  colour  of 
the  flower,  and  some  of  the  plates  of  Besler's  '  Hortus  Eystettensis,'  quoted 
by  Ehrhart  for  his  /.  Xiphiinn  evidently  belong  to  it. 

3.  X.  lallfoUitm,  Miller ;  bulbo  ovoideo  magno  membranaceo-tunicato, 
caule  firmo  flexuoso  ssepe  bipedali,  uni-  vel  bi-floro,  foliis  caulinis  4-6  dis- 
tichis falcatis,  anguste  linearibus  dorso  semiteretibus,  spathfc  valvis  lan- 
ceolatis, ventrieosis  ad  vel  idtra  basin  lindoi  attingentibus,  pedicello  ovario 
sub8equant(%  perianthii  tubo  subnullo,  lind)0  violaceo  segmentis  exterioribus 
2^-3  uiicialibus  intus  flavo  carinatis,  lamina  rotundata  ungue  cuneato  ex- 
cedente,  segmentis  interioiibus  erectis  et  stigmatibus  (cum  cristis)  seg- 
mentis  exterioribus    distincte    brevioribus. — X    latifolium.  Miller,   Diet. 
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edit.  6;  Alefekl,  Bot.  Zeit.  1863.  p.  297;  Klatt,  Linngea,  vol.  xxiv. 
p.  570.  X  Jacquiid,  Schrank.  Iris  xiphioides,  Elirli.  Beilr.  vol.  vii. 
p.  140  ;  De  Caiul.  Fl.  France,  vol.  iii.  p.  238  ;  Bot.  Ma^.  t.  687;  Ee- 
doute,  Lil.  t.  212,  et  mult,  aliorum.  /.  Xipldum,  a,  L.  Sp.  PL  edit.  ii. 
p.  58.  /.  XlpJiiiDii,  Jacq.  Coll.  vol.  ii.  p.  320.  /.  pyreuaica,  Bubaiii, 
Sched.  Crit.  p.  3. 

Bulb  ovoid,  1^-2  inches  thick,  with  several  dark  brown  membranous 
coats  and  a  tuft  of  fibrous  rootlets  from  the  base.  Stem  l|-2  feet  higti, 
linn,  ttexuose,  terete,  witli  1  or  2  flowers,  with  3-4  falcate  leaves  phiced 
laxly  at  each  side  disticliously,  the  lowest  a  foot  or  more  long,  linear, 
seniiterete  on  the  back,  4-6  lines  broad  where  they  leave  the  stem,  sub- 
glaucous,  persistent.  Valves  of  spathe  3  inches  or  more  long,  6-9  lines 
broad,  ventrieose,  frequently  exceeding  the  base  of  the  liud)  at  the  flower- 
ing time.  Ovary  and  pedicel  each  15-18  lines  long.  Tube  scarcely  any. 
Limb  23-3  inches  long,  usually  deep  violet-purple,  sometimes  paler; 
outer  divisions  keeled  with  yellow  internally,  the  round  lamina  15-21 
lines  broad  and  deep,  exceeding  the  cuneate  claw  ;  inner  divisions  erect, 
oblanceolate-spathulate,  ^  inch  broad,  a  quarter  or  a  third  of  their  length 
shorter  than  the  outer  ones.  Stigmas  equalling  the  inner  divisions,  \ 
inch  broad  below  the  bifid  crest. 

Hab.  Common  in  the  meadows  of  the  Central  Pyrenees,  both  upon 
the  French  and  Spanish  flanks,  Benthani  !  Endress  !  Gay  1  Bourgeau !  ; 
etc.  Asturias,  in  the  damp  meadows  of  the  subalpine  region,  Uurieu  ! 
Flowers  in  July  and  August,  which  is  much  later  than  any  of  its  allies. 

4.  X.  tlngitantini,  Baker  ;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-truncato,  canle 
firmo  flexuoso  uni-  vel  bi-floro  pedali  vol  sesquipedali,  foliis  caulinis  4-6 
distichis  falcatis  anguste  liiiearibus  dor^o  semiteretibus,  spathse  valvis 
lanceolatis  ad  basin  liinbi  attingentibus,  pedicello  ovario  subaequilongo, 
tubo  pollicari  vel  sesquipoUicari,  limbo  violaceo  seguientis  exterioribus 
3-3|-pollicaril)US  lamina  rolundata  ungue  pauduriformi  duplo  breviore, 
interioribus  oblanceolatis  erectis  exterioribus  ])anllulum  brevioribus,  stig- 
matibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  interioribus  sequilongis  et  fequilatis. — 
Iris  tiv'jltana,  Boiss.  et  Rent.  Fugillus,  p.  113  (1852).  /.  FonUtnesii, 
Godr.  Fl.  France,  vol.  iii.  p.  245  (1855)  ;  VVillk.  et  Lange,  Prodr.  Hisp. 
vol.  i.  p.  142?     /.  Xiphium,  Desf.  Fl.  Atlant.  vol.  i.  p.  37,  non  L. 

Bidlj  ovoid,  12-18  lines  thick,  with  several  dark  brown  membranous 
coats  and  a  tuft  of  fibrous  rootlets  from  the  base.  Stem  12-18  inches 
high,  firm,  flexuose,  terete,  usmdly  single-headed,  with  3-4  fidcate  leaves  on 
each  side,  seniiterete  ou  the  back,  4-6  lines  broad  where  tliey  leave  the 
stem.  Valves  of  spathe  lanceolate,  3-4  inches  long,  6-8  lines  broad, 
reaching  up  to  the  base  of  the  lind),  slightly  ventrieose.  Pedicel  and 
ovary  each  12-15  lines  long.  Tube  of  perianth  12-18  lines  long,  cy- 
lindrical. Limb  3-3^  inclics  deep,  bright  violet-blue  ;  the  outer  di- 
visions with  a  yellow  keel  internally  ;  the  lamina  roundish,  an  inch  broad, 
twice  the  length  of  the  panduriform  claw  ;  inner  divisions  oblanceolate- 
spathulate,  erect,  8-9  lines  broad,  about  ^  inch  shorter  than  the  outer 
ones.  Stigmas  as  long  as  the  inner  segments,  6-7  lines  broad  at  the 
base  of  the  crest. 

Hab.  Tangiers,  gathered  by  8alzmauu  in  1825  (v.  s.  specimens  in 
Herb.  Hooker  and  Gay),  and  also  by  Boissier.  Algiers,  in  sandy  thickets 
near  Orau,  Balansa,  238  1  Bourgeau  ! 

To  this  belong  all  the  African  specimens  I  have  seen  labelled  as  "  Iris 
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XipJiiinn"  It  may  be  easily  distinguished  from  tliat  species  by  Laving 
the  tube  prolonged  for  an  inch  or  more  above  the  ovary.  It  flowers  from 
February  to  April.  Willkomm  and  Lange  report  the  plant  from  Alge- 
ciras,  but  it  is  by  no  means  clear  from  their  description  whether  it  be 
what  is  here  meant. 

5.  X.  JilifoUnm,  Klatt ;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tunicato,  caule 
flexuoso  ssepe  bipedali  1-2-floro,  foliis  cauliuis  4-6  disticliis  falcatis  an- 
gustissime  linearibus,  sursum  filiformibus,  deorsum  dorso  semiteretibus, 
spathae  valvis  3-4-uucialibus  leviter  ventricosis  ad  basin  limbi  attingenti- 
bus,  pedicello  ovario  secpiante,  perianthii  tubo  subuuciali,  limbo  2|^-8-un- 
ciali  saturate  purpureo,  segmentis  exterioribus  anguste  obovatis  dimidio 
inferiore  sensim  angustata,  interioribus  panduriformibus  erectis  distincte 
brevioribus,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  interioribus  sequilongis  et 
sequilatis. — X. fil'ifulium.,  Klatt,  Linnaea,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  571.  Iris Jiiifolia, 
Boiss.  Voy.  Esp.  p.  602.  t.  170  ;  Willk.  et  Lange,  Prodr.  Hisp.  vol.  i. 
p.  142. 

Bulb  ovoid,  12-15  lines  thick ;  the  outer  coat  prolonged  up  the  base 
of  the  stem  and  maculate  with  red-brown.  Stem  1^-2  feet  high,  erect, 
with  2-3  very  narrow  leaves  laxly  placed  on  each  side  :  the  lowest  12-18 
inches  long,  filiform  upwards,  not  more  than  \\-2  Hues  broad  where  the}"^ 
leave  the  stem.  Spatlie  3-4  inches  long,  slightly  ventricose ;  the  valves 
5-6  lines  broad,  reaching  up  to  the  base  of  the  liuib.  Ovary  and  pedicel 
each  15-18  lines  long.  Tube  an  inch  long  above  the  ovary.  Limb  a  bright 
deep  violet,  2|— 3  inches  deep  ;  the  outer  divisions  8-9  lines  broad,  nar- 
rowed gradually  from  the  middle  to  the  base  ;  the  inner  erect,  pauduii- 
form,  distiuctly  shorter,  |-  inch  broad  ;  the  stigmas  as  long  as  the  inner 
divisions,  \  inch  broad  at  the  base  of  the  crest. 

Hab.  Spain  ;  mountains  of  Granachi  at  an  altitude  of  3000-4000  feet, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gibraltar,  Boissier,  Keldart,  Findlay  !  lately 
introduced  into  Englisli  gardens  by  Mr.  Geo.  j\la\v. 

This  is  a  Httle-known  species,  beautifully  figured  by  Boissier.  It 
comes  nearest  the  last,  but  differs  appreciably  in  the  leaves  and  limb  of  the 
perianth.  It  is  reported  by  Mr.  Munby  froui  Algeria,  but  is  not  tlie 
Oran  plant  which  he  iutends  by  the  name  the  last  ? 

{To  he  continued.) 
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Queries.  —Perhaps  it  may  not  be  foreign  to  ^he  design  of  the 
*  Journal  of  Botany  '  if  I  suggest  the  introduction  to  its  pages  of  queries. 
Difficulties,  not  to  say  problems,  arise  before  all  of  ns  now  and  then,  and 
when  the  query,  with  its  solution  from  some  one  wiser  than  the  querist, 
is  of  interest  to  botanists  generally,  it  seems  quite  in  order  that  it  should 
be  printed  in  these  pages.  I  therefore  submit  several  queries  which  I 
shall  1)6  glad  to  have  answered,  and  in  reciprocity  I  shall  be  equally  glad 
to  contribute  what  I  may  be  able  in  the  shape  of  replies  to  the  questions 
of  others. 

1.  Do  the  common  Periwinkles,  Vinca  major  and  V.  vi'mor,  ever  ripen 
fruit  in  England  ? 

2.  In  the  '  Botanical  Resister,'  under  Cratrpgns  OxyacantJia,  var.  Olive- 
riana,  the  common  Hawthorn  is  said  to  have  a  black-fruited  variety  in 
English  woods  ;  where  does  this  variety  exist  wild  ? 
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3.  "What  is  tlie  physioloi^ical  explanation  of  the  acquired  odour  of 
Anthoxanthnm,  Aspenda  oclorata,  Mdilotus  offiritiaUs,  and  other  plants 
when  dried  ?      [See  short  note  on  Coumarin,  p.  18.] 

4.  Does  the  coiniuon  Sloe,  Pniniis  spbiom,  ripen  its  fruit  regularly,  if 
not  plentifully,  in  the  midhind  counties?  Near  Manchester,  upon  clay, 
near  the  sandstone  and  millstone  grit,  1  have  scarcely  ever  seen  this  shrub 
in  fruit,  and  then  very  sparingly.  Nothing  is  commoner  in  the  hedges, 
or  more  conspicuous  iu  its  white  bloom,  in  the  month  of  April.  Upon 
the  slate  rocks  not  far  from  Dolgelly,  North  Wales,  this  last  autumn  the 
hedges  were  quite  purpled  with  the  fruit. 

5.  The  green  colour  of  plants  is  said  to  resnlt  always  from  the  action 
of  sunlight,  and  the  want  of  sunlight,  it  is  said,  causes  them  to  be  deficient 
in  green.  How  is  it  that  the  cotyledons  of  the  Sycamore  are  found  to  be 
a  lively  green  when  we  strip  oft"  the  hard  and  leathery  carpel  ?  Is  the 
substance  of  the  carpel  in  this  instance  translucent  though  opaque  in 
seeming?  What  other  instances  are  there  of  cotyledons  being  found  green 
when  the  ripe  seed  is  cut  open  ?   [Convolvulus  nepium  and  G.  Solda»ella.J 

6.  Are  there  m\y  female  Lombardy  Poplars  in  England? 

7.  What  amount  of  genuine  ripe  seed  is  produced  by  the  female 
Willows  and  Poplars  of  our  country,  the  male  plants  being  often  at  very 
considerable  distances,  excepting  only  Salix  Caprcea,  and  perhaps  another 
or  two?  Does  the  pollen  get  conveyed  from  one  tree  to  the  other?  If 
so,  by  what  agency  ?  And  what  is  the  longest  distance  at  which  the 
female  of  a  dioecious  tree  has  been  known  to  be  fertilized  from  the  male 
of  the  same  species  ?  Do  the  females  of  Poplars  and  Willows  absolutely 
require  the  pollen  from  their  o^\n  ''species,"  or  can  they  be  fertilized  by 
the  pollen  of  some  other  species? — Leo  H.  Gkindon. 

AsARUM  Europium,  L.  (Yol.  VIIl.pp.  84,  161). — In  a  seventeenth 
century  MS.  list  of  plants  (Sloane  MSS.  591)  ascribed  to  Dr.  John  Pratt, 
which  has  additions  in  the  handwriting  of  Daniel  Foote,  ]\I.D.,  is  the  fol- 
lowing (p.  7)  : — "Asarabacca.  Asarum  Matth.  Ger.,  found  in  Somersetshire 
by  Dr.  Lob.,  Parkinson,  p.  267,  and  on  Einsham  Common  in  Oxfordshire." 
The  latter  habitat  is,  perhaps,  quoted  from  Howe's  '  Phytologia  '  (cf. 
Vol.  Vill.  p.  161)  ;  the  former  I  have  not  met  with  elsewhere.  It  has  not, 
I  presume,  been  recorded  of  late  on  reli;ible  authority,  as  it  is  not  given 
for  Province  1  in  any  of  l\lr.  H.  C.  Watson's  works.  Notwithstaiuling 
Journal  (p.  161),  province  5  is  excluded  in  the  Compendium  Cyb.  Brit., 
part  ii.  p.  305,  ])art  iii.  p.  613. — Kobert  Tucker. 

CuscuTA  Epithymum  in  Shropshire. — I  found  this  plant  in  afield 
near  Burcott  Gate  in  great  luxuriance,  September,  1870.  C.  Epilhmm  is 
the  only  species  given  in  that  excellent  work,  the  Eev.  W.  A.  Leighton's 
'  Flora  of  Shropshire,'  and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  exists  any  reeord  of 
C.  EpUkijmam  being  hitherto  fouml  in  this  county. — W.  Phillips. 

Alyssum  incanum,  L.  (Journ.  Bot.  YIII.  3S3). — I  met  with  this 
plant  in  some  abundance  in  a  Clover-field  near  Mobbcrley,  Cheshire,  in 
July,  1870. — James  Batten. 

A  NEW  Parasitic  Fungus. — In  the  number  of  the  '  Annales  des 
Sciences  Naturelles '  issued  iu  June,  1870  (ser.  5.  vol.  xi.  p.  72),  the  last 
that  has  reached  us,  is  an  account  by  MM.  Kose  and  Cornu  of  a  Fungus  (or 
Alga)  parasitic  on  WolJJla  arrhiza,  which  the  authors  regard  as  the  type  of 
a  new  genus,  forming  provisionally  the  extreme  limit  of  the  Saproleffniefp, 
with  points  showing  an  afiinity  with  the  Peronosjwecs.  They  have  named  it 
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CijstosipJton  pytliioldes.  Any  one  who  has  kept  JFolffia  may  have  found 
after  a  while  that  many  of  the  fronils  become  soft,  dull,  transparent,  and 
of  a  pale  yellow,  and  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  water.  It  Avas  such  plants 
that  were  found  to  be  affected  by  the  Cydouphon.  The  mycelium  of  the 
parasite  penetrates  the  cellular  substance  of  the  frond,  and  the  methods  of 
its  reproduction  are  carefully  described  and  figured.  There  are  two 
modes ;  in  the  asexual  mode,  which  resembles  that  of  PytMmn  eyito- 
pliytiim,  described  by  Pringsheim  in  his  '  Jahrbiicher,'  vol.  i.  p.  289  and 
t.  21,  zoosporangia  are  formed  in  the  peripheral  cells  of  the  frond,  tiie 
outer  wall  of  which  is  idtimately  perfor;ited  by  a  slender  tube  emitted 
from  them  ;  the  extremity  of  the  tul>e  having  reached  the  outer  surface  of 
the  frond  becomes  enlarged  and  forms  a  vesicle,  into  which  passes  the 
fluid  contents  of  the  zoosporangium.  I'his  soon  divides  into  several  por- 
tions, each  of  which  becomes  a  ciliated  zoospore.  On  the  ruptui'e  of  the 
membrane  of  the  mother-cell  these  escape  into  the  surrounding  water,  and 
after  active  motion  for  twenty  to  fifty  minutes  settle  down  on  the  surface 
of  other  fronds  of  Wolffia,  become  spherical,  acquire  a  cell-wall,  lose  their 
cilia,  and  germinate  by  sendiuuf  out  a  mycelium,  which  penetrates  the  cell- 
walls  of  the  host-plant.  Sexual  reproduction  is  etf^eted  by  oogonia  and 
antheridia,  the  contents  of  which  mingle,  and  that  of  the  oogonium  con- 
tracts into  an  oval  mass  (oospore),  which  soon  becomes  covered  with  a 
thick  rugose  covering.     Its  further  history  has  not  been  traced. 

PoTAMOGETON  zosTERiFOLius,  Schmii.,  AT  OxFORi). — I  have  seen  spe- 
cimens of  this  rare  Poudweed,  the  P.  coinpressus,  L.,  of  Fries,  Koch,  and 
the  '  Student's  Flora,'  but  not  of  Linnaeus's  herbarium,  collected  in  July, 
1870,  by  Professor  M.  A.  Lawson  in  the  Isis,  near  Oxford.  Though  the 
county  of  Oxford  (or  Berks)  may  be  considered  as  hitherto  unrecorded 
for  tlie  plant,  not  being  admitted  into  any  of  Mr.  Watson's  summaries, 
yet,  from  the  references,  there  is  reason  to  think  that  by  the  P.  gramnenm 
"of  Sibthorp's  '  Flora  Oxoniensis  '  (p.  66)  this  species  was  intended.  Few 
localities  are  on  lecord  in  England  for  this  easily-iecoguized  and  hand- 
some species.  It  is  likely  to  occur  in  other  parts  of  the  Thames  water- 
system. — Henry  Tkijikn. 

Flora  of  Newfoundland. — During  an  ornithological  ti-ip  to  Xew- 
foundland,  from  August,  1866,  to  August,  1868,  I  compiled  a  list  of  372 
species  of  Flowering-plants  and  Ferns  in  the  island.  Of  these,  the  fol- 
lowing are  not  included  in  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker's  'Flora  Boreali-Americana ' 
(184-0).  The  nomenclature  is  that  of  Professor  A.  Wood's  'Class-book 
of  Botany,'  New  York,  1866. 
Anemone  narcissiflora. 


Thalictrum  alpinum. 

Actsea  spicata. 

Alsiue  groenlandica. 

Paronvcliia  canadensis. 

Scleranthus  annuus. 

Archangelica  peregrina. 

Uaucus  Carota  (intro- 
duced). 

Viburnum  Opulus. 

V.  paueiflorum. 

Ceiitaurea  Cyanus  (intro- 
duced). 

Calluna  vulgaris,  Capclin 
Bay,  47°   N.  lat.,   53" 

— Henry  Reeks. 


W.  long,    (see    Journ. 

of  Bot.   II.   55,    154; 

III.  29,    21;  IV.  305.) 
Utricularia  minor. 
Betula  nigra. 
Pinus  mitis. 
Typha  angustifolia. 
Zostera  marina. 
Cypripedium  candidum. 
Spiranthes  latifolia. 
Juncu3  debilis. 
J.  acuiiiinatu3. 
J.  Conradi. 
Eleocliaris  tenuis. 
Cladium  mariscoides. 


Carfex  formosa. 
C.  comosa. 
Agrostis  scabra. 
Panicum  dicliotomum. 
P.  lanuginosuni. 
Bromus  ciliatus. 
Poa  trivialis. 
Glyceria  maritima. 
Briza  media  (introduced). 
Lolium    perenne    (intro- 
duced) . 
Spartina  juncea. 
S.  alterniflora. 
0.-«munda  regalis. 
O.  Claytoniana. 
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Scleroderma  Geaster. — T  see  Dr.  Bull  is  said  to  have  first  found 
this  wheu  on  the  "foray"  in  October  last,  but  I  found  it  several  weeks 
before,  and  being  unable  to  make  it  aj^ree  with  any  species  in  our  English 
books,  I  took  it  down  to  the  Hereford  Meeting,  and  called  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton  Smith's  attention  to  the  fact  of  its  changing  to  a  dark  bi'own  colour 
when  cut,  a  peculiarity  not  mentioned  as  pertaining  to  any  English 
species  hitherto  described.  I  have  several  now  growing  in  my  garden, 
but  only  one  bursts  in  the  Geaster-like  manner. — W.  Phillips. 

Protandry  in  Butomus  umbellatds,  L. — During  the  summer  of 
1869  I  observed  this  plant  rather  closely,  and  found  that  the  pollen  was 
discharged  from  the  anthers  before  the  stigmas  became  receptive.  The 
stamens  are  somewhat  erect  before  the  discharge  of  the  pollen,  but  after- 
wards fall  back  upon  the  perianth.  A  squall  globule  of  rather  viscid, 
sweetish  fluid  appears  between  each  carpel,  and  may  probably  attract 
insects  for  purposes  either  of  cross-  or  of  self-fertilization. — James 
Britten. 

Cuscuta  Hassiaca,  Pfeiff. — It  may  be  well  to  place  on  record  that 
Mr.  John  Dovaston,  of  Westfelton,  Shropshire,  sent  me  this  plant,  which 
he  found  growing  this  summer  at  Wigmarsh,  near  that  place.  It  bids 
fair  to  become  naturalized  in  England. — W.  A.  Leighton. 

Monstrous  Growth  in  a  Cauliflower. — A  short  time  ago  I 
received  a  cauliflower  plant,  of  which  the  heart  had  been  completely  eaten 
out  by  the  larvie  of  the  stag-beetle,  which  infested  the  garden  where  it 
grew.  The  injury  had  taken  place  when  the  plant  was  (pxiie  young,  so 
that  the  scar  was  healed  up ;  but,  as  is  often  the  case  when  plants  of 
the  cabbage  tribe  have  been  similarly  injured,  all  further  growth  seemed 
to  have  been  an-ested  ;  and  althouoh  the  lower  leaves  remained  oreen  and 
healthy,  there  were  no  sprouts  formed  in  their  axils,  nor  any  new  shoots 
from  the  crown  of  the  root.  When  the  plant  was  pulled  up,  however,  a 
strange  abnormal  growth  was  found  to  have  taken  place  in  the  root.  An 
immense  number  of  buds  had  been  produced  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
collar,  and  from  the  axils  of  many  of  the  larger  rootlets  ;  and  these  had 
pushed  their  way,  not  up  into  the  air,  as  might  have  been  expected,  l)ut 
downwards  into  the  soil,  forming  a  dense  mass  of  underground  shoots, 
bearing  rudimentary  leaves,  and.  which,  after  penetrating  the  soil  a  short 
distance,  began  to  turn  upwards. — Robert  Holland. 

Thlaspi  perfoliatum,  L. — This  interesting  phmt  is  somewhat  un- 
certain in  its  occurrence  in  its  localities,  and  seems  to  prefer  broken 
limestone  not  too  much  disintegrated.  Mr.  II.  Boswell  found  it,  how- 
ever, on  cultivated  ground  near  Woodstock,  but  on  visiting  the  place  with 
him  another  year  we  did  not  detect  a  single  specimen.  In  1869  I  met 
with  it  very  plentifully  on  the  bare  sides  of  the  embankment,  and  even 
on  the  ballast  between  the  rails,  of  the  Great  Western  Kailway  i'rom  the 
Tetbury  Road  Station  for  about  a  mile  towards  Hayley  Wood.  A  patch 
of  very  fine  individuals  occurred  on  a  roadside  bank  close  to  the  village 
of  Sapperton.  The  Sappeitou  tunnel  locality,  first,  I  believe,  given  by 
Professor  Buckmaun,  1  did  not  verify  ;  it  is  somewhat  ambiguous,  as 
thei'e  are  two  tunnels  at  Sapperton,  the  lower  one  carrying  the  Thames 
and  Severn  Canal  over  the  watershed  of  the  two  rivers.  Dr.  St.  l^rodv, 
who  visited  the  place  with  me,  thought  that  a  spoil  heap  over  one  of  the 
shafts  of  the  tunnel  was  the  original  locality,  but  we  failed  to  find  the 
plant  there. —W.  T.  Thiselton  Dver. 

VOL.  IX.  [jantauy  1,  1871.]  c 
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CouMARiN  is  usually  regarded  as  the  cliemical  rather  than  physio- 
logical  cause  of  the  vernal-grass  odour  developed  in  the  drying  of  some 
plants.  It  is  an  interesting  instance  of  a  vegetable  prodnct  funned  arti- 
ficially. Perkin  replaced  the  hydrogen  in  salicyl-hydride  (oil  of  Meadow- 
sweet) by  sodium,  and  the  sodium  by  acetyl.  The  salicvl-acetylide,  losing 
a  molecule  of  water,  becomes  Coumarin.  (See  Journ.  Chem.  Soc.  1868, 
p.  54.) — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 

Coumarin E. — It  has  been  commoidy  asserted  that  coumarine  exists 
ready-formed  in  some  half-dozen  odorous  plants.  According  to  recent 
researches,  however,  it  would  seem  that  with  one  exception,  that  of  the 
Tonquin  Bean  {Connmroma  odorata),  these  plants  contain,  not  con- 
marine,  but  a  combination  of  that  substance  with  hydrocoumaric  acid. 
Coumarine  has  a  composition  represented  by  the  expression  CgHgOg,  and 
the  natural  compound  of  this,  above  referred  to,  may  be  formulated  thus, 
CgllgOg,  CgHgOg.  From  this  compound,  after  it  has  been  extracted 
from  the  plant  by  alcohol,  coumarine  itself  may  be  obtained  by  the  action 
of  a  cold  solution  of  ammonia.  Coumarine  has  quite  recently  been  formed 
artificially  by  Perkin.  He  acts  upon  the  oil  of  Meadow-sweet  {Spiraa 
Ulmariii),  which  is  the  hydride  of  salicyle,  by  means  of  sodium.  He  thus 
obtains  a  new  substance,  containing  one  atom  of  the  metal  sodium. 
This  new  substance,  acted  upon  by  anhydrous  acetic  acid,  yields  a  com- 
pound named  hydride  of  aceto-salicyle,  which,  when  distilled,  loses  an 
atom  of  water  and  becomes  coumarine ;  thus — 

C^HsOa,  C2H3O     -     H2O     =     CgHgO^ 

Hydride  of  aceto-salicyle.  Coumarine. 

According  to  some  new  experiments  of  my  own,  coumarine  appears  to 
exist,  to  a  small  extent,  ready  formed  in  the  fresh  leaves  of  the  Northern 
Holy-grass  {Hierochloe  borealia),  as  well  as  in  the  Tonquin  Bean.  The 
compouml  of  coumarine  above  mentioned  has  been  found  in  ylsperitla 
odorata,  Angraecum  fra(/rans,  Antlioxaitlhum  odoratiim,  and  Melilotus  offi- 
cinalis. The  odour  of  these  four  plants  becomes  developed  or  more 
distinct  on  drying,  some  of  the  coumarine  being  thus  probably  set  free. — 

A.    H.    ClILIRCH. 

Irish  Plants. — Sedum  danijpliyU.um  ;  are  we  right  in  calling  this  cer- 
tainly introduced  ?  It  grows  in  a  station  hitherto  unrecorded,  near 
INIidleton,  county  Cork,  where  it  has  every  appearance  of  being  truly  wild, 
being  abundant  all  over  a  group  of  low,  rocky  (limestone)  hills  in  a  retired 
spot.  Fc'slnca  Mynnts  (Sm.)  ;  this  is  in  Cyb.  llib.,  called  very  rare, 
only  two  stations  being  recorded  tor  all  Ireland.  ^This  certainly  requires 
correction ;  the  species  is  abundant  in  Cork,  and  has  no  doubt  been 
hitherto  confounded  with  F.  scinroides  (Roth).  Galium  erection;  this 
species  (in  Cyb.  llib.,  Dublin  only)  grows  abundantly  in  a  pasture  field 
near  Midleton.  It  is  also  to  be  found  sparingly  on  hilly  pasture  near 
Ballinacurra — introduced,  I  do  not  doubt. — T.  Allin. 

Note  on  Burrin,  Clare. — This  season  I  found  three  species  yet  un- 
recorded from  this  district  so  interesting  to  botanists,  viz.  Festnca  Ali/urus, 
Liiiaria  Elatine,  and  a  Hieracium,  which  is  perhaps  atiglicum. — T.  Allin. 

Monstrous  state  op  Inflokescence  in  1?rass]ca  nigra,  Boiss. 
— In  the  summer  of  1868,  when  botanizing  with  the  Rev.  T.  A.  Preston 
at  Aust  Cliff  by  the  Severn,  I  found  amongst  a  number  of  individuals 
of  this  plant,  some  with  their  inflorescence  very  remarkably  modified.     I 
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say  modified,  inasmuch  as  in  every  case,  the  plants  were  obviously  afi'ected 
by  a  minute  white  fungus,  to  which  the  changes  from  the  normal  state 
were  no  doubt  due.  As  I  was  obliged  at  the  time  to  put  the  specimens 
in  spirit  for  future  examination,  I  can  say  nothing  about  the  fungus  itself; 
it  may,  perhaps,  have  been  Uredo  Candida,  which  Masters  states  ('  Ve- 
getable Teratology,'  p.  279j  to  be  a  common  cause  of  Chloranthy  in  Cru- 
cifers.  Similar  monstrosities  seem  to  have  come  under  Dr.  Masters's 
notice,  but  I  think  mine  sufficiently  interesting  for  detailed  description. 
Tiie  lower  part  of  the  rachis  was  normal  in  its  appearance  in  every  ca'-e, 
aiul  bore  ordinary  imnuiture  pods.  The  upper  part,  however,  measuring 
about  three  inches  more  or  less,  was  very  much  hypertrophicd,  being  about 
half  an  inch  in  thickness  ;  all  the  flowers  belonging  to  it  were  abortive. 
Where  the  hypertrophy  had  not  been  quite  symmetrical,  tlie  axis  was  a 
good  deal  curled  and  twisted.  The  most  curious  feature  was  the  change 
produced  in  the  flowers.  In  one  instance  there  was  a  kind  of  corymb  of 
cidoranlhous  flowers,  each  about  half  the  natural  size.  In  all  the  other 
cases,  the  flowers,  with  one,  or  very  rarely  two  exceptions,  were  completely 
atrophied,  while  those  which  were  not  atrophied  were  very  much  hyper- 
trophicd, measuring-  quite  an  inch  across.  This  kind  of  balance  between 
the  atrophy  and  hypertrophy  is  somewhat  curious  if  we  look  upon  the 
enlaro-ements  as  due  to  the  growth  of  a  mvceliuni  in  the  tissues.  The 
pedicel  of  the  enlarged  flower  was  generally  about  1  m.  long  and 
J  in.  thick.  The  sepals  were  spreading,  each  oblong,  about  \  in.  long, 
very  fleshy,*  and  united  at  the  base,  occasionally  forming  a  kiiul  of 
dilated  calyx-tube.  The  petals  which,  like  the  other  parts  of  the  flower 
were  green,  were  twice  their  normal  length,  spathulate  in  form  and  with 
laciniate  margins.  The  stamens  in  the  flowers  which  were  most  symme- 
trically modified,  were  more  or  less  distinctly  eight  and  in  two  whorls, 
the  outer  opposite  the  sepals,  the  inner  opposite  the  petals  ;  all  were 
about  the  same  length  when  equally  developed.  The  anther  was  represented 
by  a  kind  of  hooded  leafy  appendage  turned  upwards  with  a  short,  thumb- 
like  claw,  projecting  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  filament.  The  ovary 
was  about  an  inch  in  length,  but  except  for  its  enlargement  and  the  thick- 
ness of  its  walls,  not  otherwise  altered;  the  ovules  were  larger  than  usual, 
but  immature. — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 
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EXPERIMENTS  ON   THE   TRANSPIRATION  OF  WATERY 

FLUID   BY   LEAVES. 

{From  a  Paper  hj  TF.  R.  M'Nah,  M.I).  Kdin.,  Professor  of  Natural  His- 
tory  Royal  AyricuUnral  Colletje,  (Jirencester,  read  bejore  the  Botanical 
Society  of  Edinbaryh,  November  l^th,  1870.) 

The  experiments  detailetl   in  this   paper  were   connneuced   in  August 
last,  and  continued  during  September  and  October.     The  author's  iuteu- 

*  Dr.  Masters  states  (/.  c.  p.  428)  tliat  tlio  parasitic  Fungi  produce  enlyrgemcut 
of  the  perianth  in  Caf  sella  Bursa-paxtoris,  DO.,  and  other  CrucifercB. 

c  2 
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tion  at  first  wns  merely  to  repeat  some  of  the  more  important  experiments 
made  bv  other  observers  on  the  transpiration  of  watery  tiuid.  Tlie 
experiments,  which  numbered  about  100,  were  concUicted  in  the  hibora- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Ag;ricidtural  College,  kindly  placed  at  the  author's 
disposal  by  Professor  Church.  In  all  the  experiments  Primus  Laiiroce- 
rasiis  was  used.  The  whole  experiments  may  be  aiTanged  under  eleven 
heads.  1.  Quantity  of  water  in  the  leaves  of  the  Laurel.  This  was  deter- 
mined by  drying  the  leaves  in  the  water  bath  at  a  temperature  of  about 
100°  Cent,  until  they  ceased  to  lose  weiglit.  The  total  weight  of  water 
determined  in  this  manner  was  found  to  be  equal  to  (1)  63'4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  weight  of  the  leaves  employed. — II.  Quantity  of  water  which 
can  be  removed  from  the  leaves  by  calcium  chloride  and  sulphuric  acid 
in  vacuo. 

(2.)   Quantity  of  water  which  can  be  removed  froui  the  leaves  by  cal- 
cium chloride,  5"08  per  cent. 
(3.)  Ditto,  sulphuric  acid  in  vacuo,  6*09  per  cent. 

By  placing  leaves  in  the  sim,  and  allowing  the  fluid  to  transpire,  only  a 
limited  quantity  could  be  obtained,  equal  to  (4)  5"8  per  cent. — HI. 
Amount  of  transpirable  fluid  in  the  stem  and  leaves  at  a  given  time.  The 
uniformity  of  the  results  obtained  above  led  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
fluid  in  the  plant  did  not,  at  a  given  time,  exist  in  a  transpirable  condi- 
tion. If,  therefore,  a  quantity  of  flaid  was  transpired,  and  the  loss  sup- 
plied with  some  fluid  easily  detected  in  the  plant,  it  followed  that  by 
causing,  say,  7  per  cent,  of  fluid  to  be  transpired,  the  fluid  used  to 
replace  that  transpired  ought  to  be  fouud  in  every  part  of  the  brancb. 
Lithium  citrate  m  dilute  solution  was  employed  for  the  purpose.  Tlie 
lithium  was  then  tested  for  by  means  of  the  s))ectroscope,  and  it  was 
fouud  that  when  758  per  cent,  of  fluid  had  been  transpired  by  the  leaves, 
the  lithium  could  be  detected  all  through  the  branch.  The  amount  of 
transpirable  fluid  in  the  stem  and  leaves  seems,  therefore,  to  be  about 
(5)  6  or  7  per  cent.,  while  the  fluid  in  nlaiiou  to  the  cell-sap  will  be  (6) 
from  56  to  57  percent. — IV.  Rapidity  of  transpiration  in  sunlight,  diffused 
daylight,  and  darkness.  Three  sets  of  experiments  were  made,  each 
lasting  for  one  hour.  In  another  series  the  branches  were  placed  iu  dark- 
ness for  forty-eight  hours.     The  results  are  as  follows  : — 

(7.)  Rapidity  of  transjnration  in  sunlight,  one  hour,  3"03  per  cent. 

(8.)   Ditto,  diffused  daylight,  0  59  percent. 

(9.)  Ditto,  darkness,  0*45  per  cent. 
Branches  placed  in  darkness  for  forty-eight  hours  in^1n  ordinary  atmosphere 
gave  off  a  mean  of  (10)  13'47  per  cent,  in  forty-eight  hours. — V.  Amount 
of  fluid  transpired  in  a  saturated  and  in  a  dry  atmosphere  in  the  sun  and 
in  diffused  daylight.  In  conducting  these  experiments,  care  was  taken 
to  have  them  done  at  the  same  time,  so  that  the  external  condition  of 
light,  temperature,  etc.  would  be  the  same.  The  saturated  atmosphere 
was  obtained  by  placing  the  branch  to  be  experimented  on  under  a 
beaker  resting  in  water.  To  one  side  of  the  beaker  a  large  piece  of  wet 
filter-paper  was  attached.  The  dry  atmosphere  was  obtained  by  placing 
the  branch  under  a  bell-jar  standing  over  mercury.  Two  tul)es  entered 
the  jar,  both  connected  with  U  tubes  containing  sulphuric  acid.  .To  one 
tube  an  aspirator  was  connected,  and  a  gallon  of  dry  air  passed  through 
the  apparatus  during  the  experiment. 
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(11.)  Amount  of  fluid  transpired  in  a  saturated  atmosphere  in  sun,  one 

hour,  25 "96  per  cent. 
(12.)  Ditto,  dry  atmosphere,  20-52  per  cent. 

In  the  shade  the  results  were  very  different. 

(13.)  Amount  of  fluid   transpired  in   a  saturated  atmosphere  in  the 
shade,  one  hour,  '0  per  cent. 

(1-1.)  Ditto,  dry  atmosphere,  1"69  per  cent. 

VI.  Quantity  of  water  taken  up  by  leaves  when  immersed  in  it.  The 
mean  of  several  experiments  gave,  when  the  leaves  were  immersed  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  (15)  4'37  per  cent. — VII.  Quantity  of  watery  vapour 
absorbed  by  leaves  in  a  saturated  atmosphere.  By  placing  branches  in  a 
saturated  atmosphere  for  eighteen  hours,  they  were  found  not  to  have  lost  ' 
weight  in  the  least,  or  (16)  '0  per  cent. — VIII.  Diff"erences  in  the  amount 
of  fluid  transpired  by  the  upper  and  under  sides  of  leaves  in  the  sun  and 
in  diffused  davlight.  One  or  both  surfaces  of  the  leaves  were  covered 
with  plastic  collodion,  which  formed  a  strong  film  on  the  leaf,  and  eff"ec- 
tually  prevented  the  transpiration  of  fluids. 

(17.)  Amount  of  fluid  transpired  by  upper  surface  of  leaf  in  sun,  one 

hour,  I'S-i  per  cent. 
(18.)  Ditto,  under  surface,  12'33  per  cent. 
(19.)  Ditto,  both  sides  coated  with  collodion,  0'96  percent. 
(20.)  Ditto,  by  upper  surface  of  leaf  forty-eight  hours  in  difi^used  light, 

2'82  per  cent. 
(21.)  Ditto,  by  under  surface,  16'08  per  cent. 
(22.)  Ditto,  by  botli  sides  coated  with  collodion,  2'56  per  cent. 

IX.  Relation  of  fluid  taken  up  to  that  transpired  and  that  retained  by  the 
plant.  In  these  and  the  other  experiments  a  branch  of  Laurel  was  taken, 
and  fixed  in  a  short  test-tube  containing  a  little  water.  The  branch  was 
passed  through  a  cork,  and  the  whole  carefully  closed  with  melted 
paraffin.  By  weighing  the  water  in  the  tube,  the  branch  and  the  whole 
apparatus,  both  before  and  after  the  experiment,  the  loss  in  the  tube,  the 
grain  of  the  branch,  and  the  amount  transpired,  could  be  determined. 

(23.)   Total  amount  of 

fluid  taken  up     .  1'088  gramme.     Amount  transpired  .  0'640 
Deduct     .     .     .1038  Gain  of  weioht  of  branch  0-398 


Unaccounted  for  0-05  1-038 

(24.)   Increase  of  weight  of  branch  in  saturated  atmosphere,  diffused 

daylight,  forty-eight  hours,  7-34  per  cent. 
(25.)   Ditto,  ordinary  atmosphere,  7-14  per  cent. 
(26.)   Ditto,  ditto,  darkiu^ss,  3-01  per  cent. 

X.  Rapidity  of  ascent  of  fluid  in  plants.  The  experiments  made  under 
III.  afl'orded  tlata  for  measuring  the  rapidity  of  ascent  of  fluid  in  ])lants. 
The  branch  was  placed  in  a  test-tube,  with  a  small  quantity  of  solution  of 
lithium  citrate.  The  branch  was  then  placed  in  the  sun  for  a  certain 
time,  and  when  removed  was  cut  in  pieces,  each  piece  consisting  of  an  in- 
ternode,  petiole  and  leaf.  These  were  measured,  numbered,  and  care- 
fully dried  in  the  water  oven.  When  dry,  each  portion  was  tested  by 
means  of  the  spectroscope  for  lithium. 


22  NEW    PUBLICATIONS. 

(27.)  Rapidity  of  ascent  of  fluid  in  plant  (a)  8^^  inches  in  seventy 
niiiuiles  in  sun.  The  lithium  was  found  all  through  the 
branch.  Transpiration  in  the  sun  equal  to  7 "5 8  per  cent,  per 
hour, 

(28.)  Rapidity  of  ascent  of  fluid  (i)  9y\  inches  in  thirty  minutes. 
Litliium  citrate. 

(29.)  Ditto,  (c)  5i?2-     Thallium  citrate. 

(30.)   Ditto,  (d)  6y5__     Lithium  citrate. 

(31.)  Ditto,  (e)  4^^  inches  in  ten  minutes.     Lithium  citrate. 

In  experiments  d  and  e  the  lithium  was  not  detected  except  in  the  stem, 
and  not  in  the  upper  part  of  it.  During  these  experiments,  in  which 
lithium  was  not  found  all  over  the  branch,  tlie  transpiration  was  only  equal 
to  4'53  per  cent,  per  hour. — XL  Influence  of  gases  in  transpiration. 
Experiments  with  atmospheric  air,  oxygen,  carbon  dioxide,  and  nitrogen 
gave  the  following  results  : — 

(32.)  Transpiration  of  fluid  in  oxygen,  one  hour,  sun,  12-77  per  cent. 

(33.)  Ditto,  atmospheric  air,  7 '5  per  cent. 

(34.)  Ditto,  carbon  dioxide,  4"0l  per  cent. 

(35.)  Ditto,  nitrogen,  1'97  per  cent. 

The  bad  weather  and  the  lateness  of  the  season  terminated  the  experi- 
ments before  several  points  of  interest  could  be  fully  determined. 


A  Mauiial  of  Slructaral  Botany.     By  M.  C.  Cooke.     13mo.     Pp.  123. 

London  :  Robert  Hardvvicke. 

This  new  edition  of  a  well-known  little  book,  contains  a  very  compen- 
dious and  generally  accurate  account  of  all  the  terms  used  by  descriptive 
botanists,  and  of  a  good  many  {e.g.  lycotropal)  that  are  not  used.  As  a 
classified  glossary  of  existing  and  partly  obsolete  botanical  language,  it 
Will  be  found  quite  as  useful  as  more  pretentious  books.  The  earlier  sec- 
tions contain  an  account  of  plant-chemistry,  expressed  with  modern  for- 
mula?, and  a  suflicieut  explanation  of  physiological  terms.  Unfortunately 
terminology  is  not  knowledge,  and  the  educational  value  of  this  book  in 
teaching  anything  about  plants  themselves,  seenisi but  small.  What  are 
wanted  to  start  science  in  schools  are,  cheap  but  accurate  expositions  of 
facts,  like  Huxley's  'Elementary  Lessons  in  Physiology,'  not  mere  collec- 
tions of  dry-bones. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  not  been  very  happy  in  his  etymologies,  though  some  of 
the  worst  of  the  previous  edition  have  been  suppressed.  "  A  Phytozou," 
with  its  plural  " pJii/tozoce'"  (p.  97),  are  likely  to  bring  scorn  upon  his 
labours  from  public  schoolboys,  ou  the  principle  of  a  ploughman's  contempt 
for  those  who  cannot  plough. 

As  an  interesting  episode,  the  account  of  the  fertilization  of  a  British 
plant  (pp.  71,  72)  nuiy  be  quoted: — "The  Rosebay  Willow-herb,  Ep'do- 
b'miii  angndifolinm ,  has  a  4-lobed  stigma,  supported  on  a  style  rather 
longer  than  the  (ilaments  of  the  stamens.  When  the  flower  first  opens, 
the  lobes  are  closely  applied  together  by  their  faces,  and  both  style  and 
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stamens  are  pendulous.  As  the  antliers  approach  maturity,  the  style  be- 
comes erect,  and  the  stamens  commence  elevating  themselves.  By  the 
time  that  the  anthers  are  fully  matured,  the  lobes  of  the  stigma  have  di- 
vided and  curled  outwards  and  downwards  in  a  circinate  manner,  so  that 


they  may  be  reached  by  the  anthers,  the  filaments  then  become  erect, 
and  the  pollen  is  discharged  upon  the  lobes  of  the  stigma.  After  dis- 
charging the  contents  of  their  anthers,  the  stamens  droop  and  become 
pendulous  again,  whilst  the  style  remains  erect." 

W.  T.  T.  D. 


On  the  Popidar  Names  of  British  Plants,  being  an  Explanation  of  the 

Origin  and  Meaning  of  the  Names  of  our  Indigenous  and  most  commonly 

Cultivated  Species.     By  R.  C.  A.  Prior,  M.D.,  Fellou-  of  the  Royal 

College   of   Physicians'   of  London,  and  of  the    Linnean    and    other 

Societies.     Second  Edition.     Williams  and  Norgate  :    1870. 

At  page  378  of  the  first  volume  of  this  Journal,  the  first  edition  of 

this  work  was  noticed,  at  some  length;  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to 

refer  briefly  to  the  second  edition,  which  is  now  before  us.     It  contains 

further  evidences  of  the  care  and  zeal  with  which  Dr.  Prior  has  followed 

out  the  study  of  an  important  subject ;  and  also  much  interesting  matter 

which  was  not  in  the  earlier  volume.    Certain  trifling  errors  are  corrected, 

and  the  accounts  of  some  of  the  names  are  condensed  from  the  previoiis 

edition  ;  but  the  body  of  the  work  remains  the  same.     Although  only 

published  in  1863,  it  has  been  for  some  time  impossible  to  obt;iin  copies 

of  the  first  edition  ;  and  we  have  little  doubt  that  the  interest  which  has 

been  awakened,   mainly  by  Dr.  Prior's   researches,   in   plant-names,  will 

induce  many  to  purchase  what  must  be  regarded  as  the  standard  work 

upon  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 

We  notice  that  the  list  of  "  works  referred  to  "  is  much  extended,  and 
that  some  names,  such  as  "  Teutwort,"  which  were  left  unexplained  in 
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tlie  first  edition,  are  here  traced  to  tlieir  origins.  Some,  however,  such 
as  "  Paigle,"  yet  remain  to  puzzle  inquirers,  as  none  of  the  explanations 
proposed  can  be  considend  satisfactory.  A  new  derivation  of  "  Cowslip" 
is  given.  A  most  important  addition  is  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
in  which  all  the  English  names  are  brought  together  under  their  respective 
Latin  equivalents;  in  this  way  the  want  of  a  Latin  index,  which  was  felt 
in  the  Hist  edition,  is  in  a  measure  supplied.  We  note  at  p.  247  the 
statement  that  Elodea  canademis  "  has  hitherto  been  generally  known  as 
'  Babington's  curse.'  "  Is  this  foolish  and  misleading  name  in  actual  use? 
Parkinson  applies  the  name  "  Jone  Silver-pin  "  to  Papaver  somnifenim,  not 
to  P.  Rhmiis,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Prior.  We  do  not  know  why  the  names 
Crowfoot,  Buttercup,  Goldcup,  etc.,  are,  in  the  "systematic"  list,  given 
only  as  equivalents  of  RaHiincidns  ncris,  in  the  body  of  the  work  they  are 
more  correctly  given  for  Ranimculns ;  three  species,  at  least,  being  gene- 
rally so  known.  W^e  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  more  local  names 
in  this  edition,  and  we  miss  some  of  the  more  specially  philological  notes 
of  the  forme  r  one  ;  but  it  would  be  ungracious  to  complain  of  a  book 
which  is  simply  invaluable  to  those  who  make  any  study  of  plant-names, 
and  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  any  intelligent  reader  with  philological 
or  botanical  predilections. 

J.  B. 


protcctitngs  of  Sodeiics. 


LiNNEAN  Society. — Novemhcr  Srd,  1870.— G.  Bentham,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair.  Several  communications  were  read  from  Dr.  Mansel  Weale,  sent  by- 
Mr.  Darwin,  detailing  the  structure  and  mode  of  fertilization  of  South 
African  species  oi  llaljenaria,  o^  Dim  micraiilka,  and  of  a  species  of  Dis- 
peris ;  also  of  certain  A&clepiadefB.  Some  of  the  Orchids  were  believed 
to  be  self-fertilizintr,  but  to  need  insect  agency. 

Notmher  17^//,' 1870.— J.  D.  Hooker,  C.i3.,  F.R.S.,  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair.  The  only  botanical  paper  was  an  elaborate  "Memoir  on 
Pass'iflora,''  by  Dr.  Maxwell  T.  Masters,  F.R.S.,  of  whict  the  author 
gave  a  general  verbal  sutnniary,  copiously  illustrated  by  specimens  and 
drawings.  The  niemi)ir  contains  a  full  investigation  of  the  morphology, 
biology,  and  systematic  position  of  the  Order,  and  of  its  generic  and  spe- 
cific types.  First,  he  spoke  upon  the  morphology  of  the  organs,  dwelling 
on  the  nature  of  the  tendrils,  which  here  are  abo'itive  fiower-branches,  and 
the  mode  of  development  of  the  leaves  and  parts  of  the  flower.  The 
fiower-tube,  he  maintained,  was  distinctly  axial,  and  developed  later  than 
the  othir  parts  of  the  flower.  The  two  sets  of  floral  envelopes,  though 
they  fall  together,  he  regarded  as  distinct  in  their  nature,  the  outer  a 
calyx  of  the  ordinary  quincuncial  type,  the  inner  a  corona,  of  which  the 
parts  are  produced  sinudtaneously.'  With  regard  to  the  carpels,  he  criti- 
cized not  only  the  theories  but"  tin;  alleged  fa(-ts  brought  forward  b^ 
Schleiden  :  Dr.  Masters  considered  them  as  unmistakably  appendicular. 
Next,  he  ex])lained  in  detail  the  way  in  which  in  Pcmijlura  and  Tacmuia 
cross-fertilization  is  effected.  In  the  fully-expanded  flower,  even  when  it 
is  pendulous,  the  versatile  stamens  become  extrorse  through  the  harden- 
ing and  curving  of  an  elastic  process  at  the  top  of  the  fihmient,  and  bees 
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penetrate  the  flower  and  creep  amongst  the  coronal  fringes,  upon  which 
the  pollen  falls,  to  reach  a  process  placed  d(jwn  deep  in  the  tube  which 
secretes  nectar  copiously.  Kelying  upon  the  hypogynous  insertion  of  the 
stamens  in  the  typical  genen,  he  inclines  to  place  the  Order  in  the  vici- 
nity of  SamydacefP  and  Viulace<e,  and  to  regard  Modecca  and  Papayacece 
as  an  intermediate  link  connecting  it  with  Cacnrbitaceee.  In  treating  the 
geographical  distribution  of  the  Order,  he  drew  attention  to  the  way  in 
which  the  true  Passion-flowers  are  concentrated  in  Brazil,  with  types 
mostly  distinct  in  other  parts  of  tropical  America,  and  the  remarkable 
way  in  which  the  single  annual  GranaJllla,  which  the  Jesuits  named,  and 
to  which  the  legendary  interest  is  attached,  runs  out  some  20°  to  the 
north  of  the  others,  and  yet  can  only  be  known  from  a  common,  variable 
Brazilian  type  by  habit  and  duration.  Tncsonia,  as  he  restricts  it,  is 
confined  to  the  west  of  the  Andes,  and,  though  it  climbs  in  its  native 
localities  to  great  heights,  seems  always  to  need  conservatory-heat  in  our 
gardens.  There  are  a  few  true  Passion-flowers  in  Imlia,  a  small  distinct 
group  in  Australia  and  Polynesia,  and  a  single  outlying  species  in  Mada- 
gascar. In  tropical  Africa  there  are  several  curious,  well-marked,  small 
genera.  It  is  now  very  difficult  to  trace  to  their  original  homes  several 
of  the  generally  cultivated  types,  such  as  P.  quadrangnlaris,  which  have 
established  themselves  in  widely-distant  countries.  The  memoir  enume- 
rates and  classifies  all  the  known  genera  and  species  of  the  Order,  but 
describes  only  the  few  species  which  the  author  has  not  already  treated 
recently  in  his  two  monographs,  still  uuprinted,  in  the  '  Flora  Brasiliensis  ' 
of  Von  Martins  and  Eudlicher,  and  in  the  second  volume  of  Oliver's  '  Flora 
of  Tropical  Africa.'  

Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — Nov.  lOfk,  1870. — Sir  Walter 
Elliot,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  President  delivered  an  opening 
address.  In  noticins;  the  progress  of  botanical  investigation  during  the 
year,  he  referred  to  the  recent  discoveries  of  the  laws  governing  the  ferti- 
lization of  plants  in  the  two  great  divisions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
The  observations  of  Darwin  on  the  influence  of  the  unequal  lengths  of 
stamens,  and  the  agency  of  insects  for  the  prevention  of  interbreeding 
among  some  kinds  of  flowering  plants,  have  been  followed  by  the  discovery, 
in  others,  of  the  effects  produced  by  tlie  alternate  arrival  at  maturity  of 
the  stamens  and  pistils, —  thus  necessitating  the  conveyance  of  the  pollen 
from  one  individual  to  a  different  one,  and  so  checking  too  close  and  inti- 
mate fertilization.  In  the  non-flowering  division  he  referretl  to  the  investi- 
fiations  still  zealously  prosecuted,  by  means  of  the  microscope,  into  the 
obscure  subject  of  the  fertilization  of  cryptogamous  plants,  and  tracetl  the 
])rogress  of  the  recent  discussions  on  the  germ  theory  and  the  question  of 
spontaueous  generation.  He  then  noticed  the  interest  that  has  been  taken 
iu  the  examination  of  the  ])roperties  of  Fungi,  ami  the  exertions  of  the 
AVoolhope  Naturalists'  Field  Club  to  discriminate  between  the  poisonous 
and  innocuous  species,  and  noted  the  recently-published  papers  of  Dr, 
])ull,  of  Hereford,  Mr.  Worthington  Smith,  Mr.  Cooke,  and  others,  on 
the  suliject.  Amongst  rec(iitly-))ublished  works  on  the  general  science, 
particular  reference  was  made  to  the  full  ami  clear  definition  of  charact(  rs 
iu  Dr.  Hooker's  '  Student's  Flora  of  the  British  Islands,'  and  to  the 
iuiple  details  of  recent  discoveries  in  the  new  edition  of  Part  I.  of  Prof. 
Balfour's  '  Class  Book,'  bringing  down  the  progress  of  the  science  lo  the 
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present  day.  After  a  short  reference  to  Mr.  Carrutliers'  researches  into 
palaeontological  botany,  the  President  gave  an  account  of  an  attempt  he 
iiad  made  to  ascertain  liow  far  home  botany  had  been  promoted  and  ex- 
tended by  means  of  local  scientitic  societies  and  field  clubs.  These  have 
been  found  to  be  so  numerous,  and  their  researches  to  have  been  prose- 
cuted with  so  much  success,  that  he  had  been  forcibly  led  to  consider 
whether  some  means  could  n')t  be  devised  for  bring-in<^  about  a  more  com- 
bined system  of  action,  by  which  their  labour  might  be  economized  and 
their  discoveries  made  accessible  to  naturalists  generally.  This  appeared 
the  more  feasible,  as  a  tendency  towards  the  same  direction  had  been 
evinced  in  several  quarters,  some  societies  having  already'  amalj^amated, 
others  having  agreed  to  publish  joint  Transactions  ;  and  the  idea  of  ad- 
vancing such  union  having  occurred  independently  without  previous  con- 
cert, in  other  quarters.  The  oldest  local  societies,  none  of  which  date 
before  1781,  were  shortly  mentioned;  and  a  sketch  was  given  of  the  con- 
stitution and  working  of  field  clubs,  the  first  of  which  came  into  existence 
in  1831.  Now  almost  every  county,  and  even  divisions  of  the  same  county, 
has  its  own  association  for  field  investigation.  A  remarkaljle  feature  pre- 
sented by  these  inquiries  was  the  growing  interest  shown  to  be  taken  by 
artisans  in  natural  history  and  scientific  pursuits,  several  societies  and 
field  clubs  having  been  formed  by  mechanics  and  tradesmen  entirely 
among  themselves,  particularly  in  Lancashire  and  the  metropolis.  As  a 
means  of  bringing  about  the  union  above  adverted  to,  it  was  suggested 
that  copies  of  the  address  should  be  circulated  to  the  different  societies 
which  have  so  courteously  and  readily  responded  to  the  requests  for  infor- 
mation ;  with  an  invitation,  should  they  concur  in  the  views  set  forth,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  means  of  combining  their  operations  with 
kindred  associations,  so  as  to  secure  the  greater  amount  of  common  good. 
The  following  papers  were  read  : — "  Experiments  on  the  Transpiration  of 
Waterv  Fluid  by  Leaves."  By  W.  R.  M'Nnb,  M.P.  (see  p.  19).  "On 
the  Law  of  Growth  in  Plants."  By  Col.  T.  B.  Collinson,  ll.E.  "  Notes 
on  Wolffia  WebciUchii'*  Ilegelm. ;  and  on  "Guachamacan."  By  A.  Ernst, 
of  Caracas,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Balfour.  Specimens  of  the  former  were  pre- 
sented to  the  herbarium. 

^th  December. — Alexander  Buchan,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  the  newly-elected  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.  The  following  comnnuiications  were  read  : — "  Botanical 
Excursions  in  July  and  August,  1870,  with  Pupils."  By  Professor  Balfour. 
Tlie  first  noticed  was  to  Callaiuler  and  Ben  Ledi  on  16th  July.  By  the  side 
of  the  road  leading  to  Leny  House,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Pass  of  Leny, 
(Enanthe  pimpiyielloides  was  gathered  by  Dr.  Dickson  and  Mr.  Sadler. 
Along  with  (S.  pimpinelloides  was  gathered  PimpineUa  ma(/ua.  On  22nd 
July  a  party  of  twenty-six  proceeded  to  Inverarnan,  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Lomond,  and  next  day  ascended  Ben  Vorlich.  On  4th  August  a  more 
extended  excursion  took  place  to  Killin  and  the  Breadalbane  Mountains. 
On  5th  August  they  visited  Craig  Clmilleach.  Here  Sagina  nivalis  was 
collected,  and  Dr.  Balfour  remarked  that  this  was  a  new  station  for  the 
plant.  He  had  gathered  it  first  on  Ben  Lawers  in  1847,  and  again,  in 
1803,  on  Bencan,  one  of  the  tops  of  Benmore.  On  6th  August  the 
party  visited  CoiTach  Uachdar,  about  eight  miles  up  Glen  Lochy.  On 
this  hill  Cynlopteris  mo7itanu  used  to  grow  abundantly,  but  this  year  not 
a  frond  was  met  with.  On  8th  August  they  ascended  Ben  Lawers,  as 
far  as  the  rocks  above  Loch-na-Gliat.     During  the  excursion  they  cxa- 
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mined  particularly  Parnassia  paliistris  in  its  various  stages  of  flowering. 
Observations  were  made  also  on  protaiidrous  plants,  sucK  as  Digitalis, 
Hypericum,  and  Pohjgonum,  and  on  protooynous  plants,  such  as  Plantnqo. 
On  9th  August  the  party  visited  Larig-an-Lochan,  Ben  Lassie,  and  Ben 
Lawers,  asceudiug  the  latter  by  the  western  side.  On  the  rocks  at  the 
former  place  they  expected  to  have  gathered  TFoodsia  hjperhorea,  where 
it  used  to  occur  in  considerable  quantity ;  they  were  unable,  however,  to 
detect  it.  On  Wednesday,  10th  August,  they  proceeded  to  Cheeri,  a 
farmiiouse  about  six  miles  up  Glen  Lochy,  at  the  foot  of  Mael  Ghyrdy,  a 
mountain  over  34U0  feet,  which  was  ascended  to  the  summit  and  de- 
scended on  tlie  opposite  side  for  a  considerable  distance,  to  examine  the 
rocks  facing  Glen  Lyon.  On  these  rocks  were  collected  Cyslopteris  mon- 
tana  and  BarUia  aljniia,  which  were  met  with  in  great  abundance,  be- 
sides many  other  commoner  alpine  plants.  The  adventures  of  this 
week's  excursion  led  to  the  formation,  at  Killin,  of  a  Scottish  Naturalists' 
Alpine  Club,  to  consist  of  naturalists  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
alpine  districts  of  ScotUnid  for  the  study  of  science,  and  who  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  pleasant  compucjnons  de  voyage.  —  "On  Some  New  and 
Rare  Mosses  collected  on  Ben  Lav\ers."  By  Dr.  James  Stirton.  This 
was  a  continuation  of  a  paper  read  last  Session,  and  printed  in  the 
'  Transactions,'  vol.  x.  p.  42G. — "On  the  Varieties  of  Hieracinm  stoloni- 
Jlorum  of  Waldst.  and  Kit.  at  Different  Seasons."  By  Professor  Balfour. 
This  plant,  described  in  the  Society's  'Transactions,'  vol.  x.  pp.  316- 
317,  has  been  found  by  ]\Ir.  Sadler  to  present  peculiar  forms  at  different 
periods  of  the  year.  These  forms  are  so  remarkable  that  they  appear  to 
be  worthv  of  record.  They  are  not  only  important  in  themselves,  but 
they  are  valuable  as  indicating  the  necessity  of  caution  in  determining 
species  of  Hieracium  by  an  examination  of  tiie  plant  at  one  season  only. 
By  so  doing  we  may  be  led  into  difficulties,  and  may  even  describe  as 
distinct  species  what  are  mere  variations  in  the  growth  of  the  same  plant. 
In  the  month  of  June  we  have  two  forms  of  the  plant.  In  No.  1  there 
is  a  thickish  root  giving  otf  slender  rootlets  chiefly  on  one  side,  the  crown 
of  the  root  producing  a  few  leaves  (3-5)  which  are  obovate-spathulate ; 
from  the  crown  also  arises  a  very  hairy,  short,  floral  axis,  about  an  inch 
long,  which  bifurcates,  each  branch  elongating  and  bearing  a  few  narrow 
leaves  which  diminish  in  size  as  we  ascend.  The  branches  sometimes 
terminate  at  the  end  in  two  smaller  axes,  each  bearing  a  very  small  and 
contracted  head  of  flowers.  At  other  times  the  ascending  axis  divides  in 
a  dichotomous  manner  once  or  twice  before  producing  capitula.  The 
whole  habit  of  the  plant  is  peculiar  on  account  of  the  small  number  of 
leaves,  and  the  very  much  elongated  floral  axis — sometimes  being  12-14 
inches  in  length,  and  the  small  capitula.  It  looks  starved,  and  may  per- 
haps be  the  form  called  hifnrcum  by  Frolich,  or  the  collino-Pilo&ella  of 
Fries,  Noviti?e,  or  the  collinnm  of  his  Monograph  on  Hieracium,  p.  5. 
In  the  other  June  form  (No.  2)  we  meet  with  the  long  slender  scapes, 
the  small  capitula,  and  the  marked  bifurcation,  as  in  form  No.  1  ;  but 
there  are  produced  numerous  stolons,  bearing  many  obovate-spathulate 
leaves.  In  this  tiiere  are  often  several  (two  or  more)  primary  scapes 
arising  from  the  crown  of  the  root.  In  this  case  we  have  an  approach  to 
the  Pilosella  form.  This  may  be  the  //.  peduucnlatnin  of  Wallroth,  de- 
scribed as  a  singular  prostrate  plant.  In  the  end  of  July  and  begiiniing 
of  August  we  have  form  No.  3,  in  which  the  stolons   have   multiplied 
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largely,  and  most  of  them  end  in  corymbose  clusters  of  capitula,  which 
are  much  larger  than  in  the  first  two  forms.  In  this  case  there  are  no 
elongated,  naked,  or  few-flowered  scapes,  but  stolons  bearing  heads  of 
flowers.  The  rhizome  is  creeping  and  stoloniferous,  and  the  leaves  are 
obovate-obtuse.  Some  of  the  stolons,  however,  do  not  flower  at  this 
stage,  but  strike  root  at  their  extremities,  and  form  independent  plants,  a 
few  of  wliich  flower  in  October  and  November,  forming  No.  4 ;  others  do 
not  flower  till  the  succeeding  June,  Nos.  1  and  2.  Tliis  is  a  near 
approach  to  the  H.  dolonijlorum  of  Fries,  in  his  Monograph  of  Hiera- 
ci/m,  and  it  may  be  the  fofjillare  of  Willdenow.  In  the  month  of 
October,  we  meet  with  form  No.  4.  In  this  we  have  the  condition  de- 
scribed in  the  '  Transactions,'  or  the  doloniflornm  of  Fries.  Here  we 
have  a  cluster  of  obovate-obtuse  leaves  at  the  base,  with  a  single  scape 
often  monophyllons,  rising  directly  upwards,  and  bearing  few  heads,  gene- 
rally two,  of  a  larger  size  than  those  of  the  otlier  forms  mentioned  ;  and 
from  the  crown  of  the  root  proceed  several  young  stolons,  bearing  nume- 
rous  leaves,  but  no  flowers.  These  stolons  are  those  which  flower  the 
following  year,  as  seen  in  No.  3.  Mr.  Sadler  made  some  remarks  on 
specimens  of  a  form  of  Centaurea  nigra,  which  he  collected  in  September 
last  on  the  Achil  Hills,  near  Forgandenny,  in  Perthshire.  It  is  the  C. 
fratemis  of  French  authors.  A  note  was  read  from  Mr.  I.  F.  Duthie, 
regarding  two  forms  of  Pyrus  in  Arran.  Dr.  Boswell  Syme  considers 
them  both  as  P.  scandica,  the  one  with  the  lower  pinnae  separated  being 
P.  scandica,  var  finnutlfida.  Mr.  Duthie  stated  that  he  tasted  the 
fruit  of  the  Arran  V.  phinatifida,  and  found  it  quite  sweet ;  whereas,  ac- 
cording to  Fries,  the  fruit  o{  P.fennica  is  acid.  Professor  Dickson  exhi- 
bited a  plant  of  the  Chinese  Primrose  having  stamens  and  style  of  the 
same  length  (short),  although  in  this  species,  as  in  the  other  dimorphic 
Primroses,  they  are  usually  of  difl'erent  lengths.  This  form  is  interesting, 
inasmuch  as  in  an  abnormal  Cowslip,  described  some  years  ago  by  Mr. 
John  Scott,  the  stamens  and  style,  although  of  the  same  length,  were 
both  long.  Colonel  Drummond  recorded  the  tiuding  of  Bidomus  umbid- 
latns  in  large  cpiantity  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  near  Seggieden,  Perth- 
shire.   

LlTERAKY    AND    PHILOSOPHICAL    SOCIETT    OF    MANCHESTER. — Nov. 

1th,  1870. — J.  Baxendell,  Esq.,  in  the  chair;  "On  the  Hawthorns  of  the 
Manchester  Flora,"  by  C.  Bailey.  CJharacters  v.-ere  given  of  the  three 
segregates  of  C.  Oxyacanlha,  L.,  found  in  Great  Bcitain. — The  prevailing 
form  in  the  district  is  the  C.  moimjyna,  Jacq. ;  it  is  that  of  which  all  the 
quickset  hedges  are  made,  and  is  said  to  flower  a  fortnight  later  than  the 
third  subspecies.  The  second  form,  the  C  hyrlodyla  of  Fingerhuth,  I 
collected  on  the  25th  May.  1867,  in  Botany  Bay  Wood  (Mersey  Province, 
County  No.  59  of  Watson),  on  the  path  from  Barton  Moss  to  Worsley, 
where  it  forms  several  handsome  trees.  It  attracted  my  att(mtion  at  once 
by  the  large  proportion  of  its  flowers  which  possessed  two  styles,  and  by 
the  comparative  large  size  of  the  corymbs  ;  its  fruit  1  have  not  been  able 
to  examine,  as  the  ground  in  which  it  occurs  is  preserved  by  the  Earl  of 
EUesmere,  and  is  accessible  only  by  a  written  order.  The  addition  of  the 
third  subspecies,  C.  oxyacanlholdes,  Thuill.,  to  our  flora,  is  due  to  Mr. 
John  Hardy,  who  detected  a  single  bush  of  it  on  the  27th  August  last,  at 
Marple  (Mersey  Province,  County  No.  58),  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
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luo;h-road  from  the  railway  station,  a  little  past  the  uppermost  lock  of  the 
ciiiial.  The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  of  considerable  size,  Ijeing  abont  twice 
as  large  as  those  of  a  plant  in  my  herbarium  from  Harapstead,  collected 
by  Dr.  J.  Boswell  Syme,  and  exceptinj^  that  the  leaves  are  glabrous,  the 
Marple  plant  appears  to  agree  with  the  variety  /3  majns,  Hobkirk.  The 
most  obvious  character  for  determining  this  subspecies  in  the  absence  of 
the  flower  or  fruit,  is  the  arrangement  of  nerves  in  the  leaves,  which  stre 
arcuate,  with  the  extremities  turned  towards  the  midrib  ;  in  the  two  first- 
named  forms  the  nerves  are  arcuate  in  the  opposite  direction,  i.e.  they  are 
turned  outwards.  There  is  one  peculiarity  in  the  venation  of  the  Haw- 
thorns, which  is  invariably  overlooked  by  the  draughtsman  and  engraver, 
viz.  the  direction  of  the  secondary  nerves,  which  proceed  from  the  midrib 
to  the  base  of  each  sinus ;  such  an  arrangement  is  very  rare,  being  found 
only  in  some  other  species  of  Cratrpgns,  as  C.  Azarolns,  etc.,  in  species  of 
FcKjns,  and  in  a  few  other  plants.  Mr.  Spencer  H.  Bickham,  jun.,  reported 
the  occurrence  of  Mi/osiints  minimus,  L.,  in  plenty  at  Vale  Royal,  near 
Northwich,  which  species  he  believed  had  never  previously  been  noticed 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Nov.  2^th,  1870.  — R.  Angus  Smith,  Ph.D.,  F.E.S.,  Vice-President,  in 
the  chair.  "  Notes  on  the  Botany  of  Mere,  Cheshire,"  by  George  E.  Hunt. 
The  border  of  Mere  Mere  has  for  long  been  a  locality  famous  to  the  bota- 
nists  round  Manchester,  and  I  was  led,  in  1864,  to  commence  a  systematic 
and  continuous  exploration  of  Mere,  with  the  view  of  discovering  as  many 
of  the  recorded  Mosses  as  might  still  exist  there.  It  may  be  of  service  to 
other  bryologists  in  the  district  to  mention  those  wdiich  grow  there  at  the 
present  date,  and  also  the  nature  of  soil  they  prefer.  PhjHcomiirium 
sph(pricum,  found  by  Wilson  in  1834,  and  recorded  in  the  Bry.  Brit.  A 
careful  search,  in  1S*)4,  led  to  the  re-discovery  of  this  s|)ecies  in  very 
minute  quantity.  In  1865  it  was  still  more  sparing  (not  above  a  dozen 
capsules).  1866  was  so  exceedingly  wet  a  season  that  the  plant  could 
not  have  come  up  at  all.  1867,  it  again  occurred  very  sparingly.  1868, 
it  was  plentiful,  but  destroyed  by  the  autumn  rains  before  much  of  the 
fruit  had  ripened.  1869,  again  frequent,  and  would  have  been  plentiful 
but  tliij  autumn  rains  again  destroyed  it  whilst  the  fruit  was  even  more 
imma(ii:-o  than  in  the  preceding  year.  1870,  very  plentiful,  and  abun- 
dance of  it  has  come  to  maturity.  This  Moss  ahcaijs  grows  on  dried  mud. 
Phascnm  serratum  j3  is  frequent  every  autumn  on  clay  and  sandy  banks  at 
Mere  ;  it  occurs  quite  frequently  in  corntic  Ids  at  Bowdon,  in  damp  sea- 
sons, coming  up  a  few  weeks  after  the  corn  has  been  cut.  In  cornfields 
at  Bowdon  its  companions  are  F.  midic/un,  P.  alkniifoUnm,  and  JFottia 
triaicata,  and  very  rarely  Trichodou  ci/liudricits — the  latter  never  iVuits  in 
this  district.  Phascnm  nitidum,  frequent  every  autumn  at  Mere  on  clay 
and  sandv  banks ;  it  occurs  elsewhere  abont  Bowdon  on  newlv-cut  ditch 
banks.  P.  rosU'Uatnin,  on  banks  at  Mere,  with  the  two  previous  species, 
but  much  more  sparingly.  It  has  also  been  found  in  Sussex  by  Mr. 
Mitten,  and  was  collected  then;  again  last  year  by  Mr.  Davies.  It  is  one 
of  the  rarest  of  all  the  British  Mosses.  P.  sessile,  very  rare  at  Mere.  I 
collected  it  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  and  again  in  November,  1S70,  inter- 
mixed very  sparingly  among  P.  serratim,  from  which  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  it  except  with  the  aid  of  the  microscope.  With  this  it  can  be  at 
once  distingiuslied  from  that  species  by  its  longer,  more  rigid,  almost  en- 
tire leaves,  with  a  very  wide  nerve.     P.  serratum.  has  no  nerve,  and   the 
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leaves  are  spinulosely  serrated.  P.  sessile  was  gatliered  in  Sussex  many 
years  since,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  its  recent  discovery  either  there  or 
elsewhere.  It  is  one  of  the  rarest  British  Mosses.  P.  patens,  on  dried 
mud,  almost  every  season,  intermixed  with  Physcnmitrinm  spharicum,  and 
usually  much  more  plentiful  than  that  species.  This  Moss  conies  up  in 
autumn  in  the  Ashley  district  of  Bowdon,  although  very  sparingly, 
wherever  an  open  drain  has  been  cut  in  spring.  It  also  springs  up  about 
Bolliugton,  under  the  same  circumstances.  Fhasciim  cusjjitlatiim.  I  have 
not  yet  found  this  at  Mere,  l)ut  it  comes  up  on  banks  on  the  Chester  Road 
between  Bowdon  and  Bucklow  Hill,  when  they  have  been  newly  made  up, 
or  plastered  with  rand  from  the  road.  Leskia  foJynarpa  fruits  freely  about 
the  roots  of  trees  on  the  borders  of  Mere,  both  in  autumn  and  spring. 
liypnnm  ripnriiim,  a  very  neat  variety  of  tiiis  Moss,  fruits  in  abundance 
in  August  and  April,  on  clay  banks  and  at  the  roots  of  trees  at  Mere. 
Riccia  jiidtans  and  R.  crijstallina  are  both  frequent  on  dried  mud  at  Mere, 
with  Phasciim  patens,  etc.,  and  both  species  fruit  freely  there.  Numerous 
interesting  tlowering  plants  are  also  found,  viz.  Elatine  hexandra,  Liniosella 
aquatica,  Pepl'is  Portula,  Polygonum  minus,  Littorella  lacmtris, — all  plen- 
tiful on  nuid.  Carex  vesicaria,  fringing  the  woods  at  the  edge  of  the  Mere. 
Scirpus  acicnlaris,  in  vast  quantity  in  sandy  places.  Carex  (Ederi,  in  stony 
and  grassy  places.  This  is  the  true  (Ederi,  and  very  rare  ;  I  have  only 
seen  it  elsewhere  on  the  sands  on  the  south  side  of  Southport,  where  it  is 
very  abundant  and  luxuriant.  It  appears  quite  distinct  as  a  species  from 
from  C.Jlava  (including  C.  lepidocarpa),  with  which  it  is  often  placed  as 
a  variety.  Centunculus  minimus,  frequent  some  seasons  in  the  open  pas- 
tures on  the  borders  of  the  Mere.  Mentha  sativn,  in  ditches  by  the  road- 
sides between  Bucklow  Hill  and  Mere  Mere.  Rnbus  Balfourianus  and  R. 
pallidus,  in  thickets  by  the  Mere.  Pulygonum  mite  has  been  reported 
from  Mere,  but  after  searching  without  success  for  it  for  several  seasons, 
1  can  oidy  suppose  that  some  of  the  more  luxuriant  forms  of  P.  minus, 
frequent  there,  liave  been  mistaken  for  it.  The  seeds  of  P.  minus,  which 
are  shining  black,  and  only  half  the  size  of  those  of  P.  mite,  afford  the 
only  safe  distinction.— ^Ir.  Hardy  remarked  that  so  long  ago  as  1828, 
Mr.  William  Wilson,  of  Warrington,  sent  P.  tniie  from  a  Cheshire  locality, 
under  the  erroneous  name  of  P.  minus,  to  the  late  Sir  William  Jackson 
Hooker,  in  whose  herbarium  at  Kew  the  specimens  still  are.  Mr.  Hewett 
C.  Watson,  the  author  of  the  '  Cybele  Britanuica,'  mentions  these  speci- 
mens, and  does  not  express  any  doubt  of  their  being  the  P.  mite,  of 
Schrank.  Mr.  Hardy  found  the  plant  at  Mere  in  1860,  and  sent  speci- 
mens to  the  Botanical  Exchange  Club,  then  loca'ted  at  Thirsk  ;  and  Mr. 
J.  G.  Baker,  the  Curator,  in  his  rejiort  for  the  next  year,  mentions  these 
specimens  as  new  to  the  Mersey  province,  Mr.  Hardy  stated  his  belief  in 
Mr.  Watson's  opinion,  that  P.  mite  was  much  more  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  P.  Persicaria  than  from  P.  minus  ;  and  he  liad  not  the  least  doubt, 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Hunt's  objection,  that,  now  special  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  species  in  question,  it  would  be  proved,  in  the  course  of 
another  season,  to  be  an  inhabitant  not  only  of  the  Mere  district,  but 
common  in  other  stations  included  in  the  Manchester  flora. 
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After  the  long  service  of  forty-two  years,  Mr.  J.  J.  Bennett  has  resigned 
the  keepership  of  the  botanical  collections  at  the  British  Museum.  When, 
in  1828,  Mr.. Bennett  became  Mr.  Robert  Brown's  assistant,  the  her- 
barium of  Sir  J.  Banks  had  only  just  beco.ue  national  property,  and  Mr. 
Brown  had  been  appointed  its  tirst  keeper.  Till  the  death  of  the  latter, 
in  1858,  Mr.  Bennett  worked  laboriously  at  the  naming  and  arrangement 
of  the  constantly  increasing  national  collection.  For  the  hist  eleven  years, 
as  head  of  the  botanical  department,  Mr.  Bennett's  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness,  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  has  always  placed  his  great 
stores  of  information  at  the  disposal  of  all  who  applied  to  him  have  been 
conspicuous  and  fully  appreciated.  How  varied  and  extensive  that  know- 
ledge is,  is  known  to  too  few,  though  the  exhaustive  notes  of  the  '  Plantse 
Javanicse  Rariores '  are  some  published  evidence.  It  is  with  great  regret 
that  we  chronicle  a  loss  to  the  Museum  which  can  scarcely  be  replaced, 
but  we  trust  tliat  freedom  from  official  cares  and  duties  may  long  preserve 
among  us  one  who  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

The  Perthshire  Society  of  Natural  Science  have  in  contemplation  the 
establishment  of  a  quarterly  magazine,  the  proposed  title  of  which  is  '  The 
Scottish  Naturalist  and  Journal  of  the  Perthshire  Society  of  Natural 
Science,'  to  be  specially  devoted  to  the  record  of  observations  and  tlis- 
coveries  made  in  the  North.  As  the  subscription  is  only  3s.  4c?.  annually 
(including  postage),  we  hope  that  many  will  send  their  names  to  Mr.  A. 
T.  Scott,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Perth,  the  Hon.  Secretary.  The  tirst  number 
will  appear  this  January. 

The  tirst  volume  of  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Newbury  District  Field 
Club'  is  in  preparation,  and  will  appear  about  March  next.  It  will  con- 
tain a  list  of  Berkshire  plants  by  Mr.  Britten. 

We  hear  that  the  directorship  of  the  Calcutta  Botanic  Gardens,  vacant 
since  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  T.  Anderson,  is  likely  to  be  tilltd  by  the 
apjiointment  of  Dr.  King. 

Amuijg  some  MSS.  of  Pulteney's,  lately  accpiired  by  the  Linnean 
Society,  is  a  Flora  (pp.  124)  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Loughborough, 
Leicestershire.  It  has  the  date  1749,  and  must  have  been  one  of  Pulteney's 
earliest  efl'orts.  It  contains  a  good  many  coloured  drawings  of  Lichens 
and  Fungi.  A  list  of  the  rare  plants  found  in  this  neighbourhood  was 
afterwards  contributed  by  Pultenev  to  Nichols's  '  History  of  Leicester- 
shire' (1790). 

Mr.  H.  C.  Watson  has  published  a  complete  list,  with  critical  notes  of 
the  Phanerogams  and  Ferns  of  the  Azoreau  Isles,  in  Mr.  Godman's 
'  Natural  History  of  the  xVzores.'  We  shall  notice  at  length  this  interest- 
ing catalogue  in  our  next  number. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  authorities  of  the  Post-Office  have  under 
consideration  a  revision  of  the  rules  at  present  in  force  with  reference 
to  the  sample  and  pattern  post.  The  recent  regulations  restricting  the 
articles  which  may  be  sent  by  this  method  to  bond-fide  trade  samples 
have  proved  very  vexatious  to  botanists,  as  well  indeed  as  to  all  classes 
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of  the  community,  and  considerable  public  dissatisfaction  has  been  ex- 
pressed. There  is,  however,  a  good  chance  of  a  rcstituHon  of  the  old 
arrangements,  if  not  the  adoption  of  some  of  even  greater  convenience. 

Messrs  Berkeley  and  Broome  continue  in  the  last  number  of  the 
'  Annals  of  Natural  History,'  their  notices  of  British  Fungi.  Eighty 
species  are  enumerated  (all  species  of  Acjaricas).  most  of  which  are  re- 
cent additions  to  the  British  flora,  and  several  of  which  were  first 
published  in  this  Journal.  There  appear  to  be  seven  species  new  to 
science  described,  viz.  A.  (Lepiota)  nctulcespora,  A.  (Lepiota)  Ferreii, 
A.  (MycenaJ  saccharlfcrus,  A.  (Nhhcohki)  semijiexiis,  A.  (Hypliolrpna)  leii- 
cotifplirus,  A.  (Pa'docyhe)  aqitarius,  A.  (Psathyrdla)  empyreumaticits. 


Our  readers  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  alteration  in  the  aspect  of  our 
pages.  By  the  adoption  of  a  '  solid '  mode  of  printing,  and  by  lessening 
the  mar<iin,  a  gain  in  the  amount  of  letterpress  ecpial  to  more  than  eleven 
of  our  old  pages  has  been  effected  in  each  number  without  altering  the 
size  of  the  page  or  increasing  the  bulk  of  the  Journal.  We  have  been 
encouraged  to  make  these  changes  by  the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
material  whicii  comes  into  our  hands  ;  and,  in  the  hope  that  our  circula- 
tion will  etjually  extend  itself,  no  increase  has  lieen  made  in  the  subscrip- 
tion. In  return  for  these  advantages,  and  in  consideration  of  the  addi- 
tional expenses  of  a  greatly-enlarged  magazine,  we  hope  our  corres])on- 
dents  will  co-operate  with  us,  and  we  earnestly  request  them  to  endeavour 
to  spread  a  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  this  Journal  amongst  their 
botanical  friends. 

An  impression  has  been  prevalent  among  purely  British  botanists  that 
their  special  department  is  neglected  in  our  ])ages.  A  perusal  of  the 
volume  just  completed  will  show  how  unfounded  is  this  notion.  While 
it  has  been,  and  si  ill  is,  our  object  to  exclude  no  department  of  botanical 
science,  it  is  desired  to  give  especial  attention  to''our  own  flora  ;  and  no 
communication  which  adds  any  fact,  however  slight,  to  existing  know- 
ledge of  British  plants  is  refused.  We  invite,  therefore,  that  section  of 
our  subscribers  on  which  we  chiefly  depend  for  sup])ort  to  contribute  to 
our  pages.  With  the  exception  of  detailed  descriptions  of  botanical 
excursions  in  well-known  districts,  there  is  scarcely  any  subject  bearing 
on  the  vegetation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  which  will  not  be  most 
acceptable. 

OoMMUNlCATiONs  have  been  received  from : — J.  E.  Jackson,  Rev.  A. 
Lev,  Prof.  Thiselton  Dyer,  Dr.  W.  R.  M^Nab,  J.  Sadler,  J.  Britten, 
C.  Bailev,  Prof.  A.  H.  Church,  VV.  Phillips,  R.  Holland,  W.  A.  Leighton, 
H.  Reeks,  T.  AUin,  W.  Mitten,  W.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  J.  L.  Warren,  L.  H. 
(jirindon,  R.  Tucker,  etc. 
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ON   POLYGONUM  NODOSUM. 
By  W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer,  B.A.,  B.Sc, 

AND 

Henry  Trimen,  M.B.,  F.L.S. 

The  two  species  o{ Polygonum,  P.  Persicaria,  L.,  and  P.  lapatlnfolium ,  L., 
are  conspicuously  represented  in  the  Lite  summer  vegetation  of  broken 
and  uncared-for  laud  about  London,  by  several  easily  recognized  forms. 
Like  the  Chenopodiums  and  Alriplexes  that  grow  with  them,  they  flourish 
on  ground  which  has  been  liberally  cultivated  till  laid  out  for  building, 
but  which  has  not  yet  become  hard  and  consolidated  by  the  alternate 
action  of  rain-wash  and  sun-baking.  There  are  always  plenty  of  spots  in 
the  advancing  outskirts  of  the  suburbs  where  these  conditions  are  to  be 
found,  and  it  is  seldom  necessary  to  look  far  for  a  place  to  study  Foli/- 
gonums. 

Quite  the  commonest  of  the  London  forms,  though  perhaps  not  else- 
where so  frequent,  are  those  which  are  described  in  English  books  under 
the  names  of  P.  nodosum  or  P.  laxum.  (See  Fl.  Middlesex,  pp.  243,  244.) 
They  are  not  perhaps  collectively  separable  from  typical  P.  lap»lhifoliuui, 
by  very  satisfactory  characters,  yet  they  belong  to  a  type  which  has  been 
well  figured  by  Curtis,  Keichenbach,  and  Babington,  and  is  thoroughly 
familiar  to  Metropolitan  botanists, — having  a  certain  characteristic  fades 
which  serves  the  ends  of  recognition,  as  well  perhaps  as  anything  more 
definite.  Typical  P.  lapathifollum  has  a  somewhat  dift'use  mode  of 
growth,  and  dense  cylindrical  and  remote  racemes,  with  perianths  and 
unspotted  stems  of  a  dull  apple-green  colour.  The  P.  nodosum  of  authors, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  rather  erect  than  diffuse,  and  has  stems  usually 
spotted ;  racemes  collected  into  a  more  or  less  distinct  pyramidal  panicle, 
laxer,  and  narrower  in  proportion  to  their  length ;  the  perianths  also  are 
reddish  and  smaller,  and  the  fruit  is,  roughly  speaking,  half  the  size  of  that 
of  P.  lapathifollum.  It  was  Avell  known  to  the  ante-Liniipean  botanists; 
the  Perslcaria  latlfoUa  genlculata  caullbus  maculatis,  D.  Eand.,  which  was 
found  "passim  circa  Londinum  "  (Kay,  Syn.  iii.  145),  belongs  to  it  ;  and 
two  forms  were  distinguished  by  Buddie,  and  are  preserved  in  his  herbarium 
(Herb.  Sloane,  vol.  cxvii.  fol.  20).  It  was  described  and  figured  by  Curtis 
under  the  name  of  P.  Pensylvanlcum  var.  caule  maculato  (Plor.  Loiul.  f.  1), 
by  Keichenbach  as  P.  nodosum,  Pers.  (Iconog.  Bot.  Cent.  Y.  ic.  6S9),  and 
finally  by  Babington  as  P.  laxum,'Rdd\.  (E.  B,  S.  28  22).  In  each  case 
it  seems  extremely  probable  that  the  plant  has  been  wrongly  identified. 
Curtis  probably  followed  Hudson  in  referring  these  glandular  Polygonums 
to  P.  Pensylvanlcum ,  L.,  with  which,  however,  they  have  little  connection. 
It  is  less  easy  to  decide  its  claims  to  be  considered  the  P.  nodosum,  of 
Persoon.  As,  however,  the  description  given  by  that  author  of  his  plant 
is  very  short,  the  whole  may  be  quoted  lor  comparison : — 

*  Nodostim,  caule  elongato  maculato  ad  geuiculas  nodoso,  vaginis  nudis, 
fol.  ovato-lanceolatis,  spica  ramosa.  Hab.  In  humidis,  in  ruderatis 
rarius.  Caul.  3-pedalis,  unc.  1  crassus.  Fol.  margine  et  ad  petioles 
scabra.     An  a  Persicaria  specie  diversum?  (Syn.  Plant,  vol,  i.  p.  440.) 
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It  is  marked  with  an  asterisk,  whidi  iiidicates  its  being  looked  upon  as 
an  obscure  plant.  Taking  into  consideration  Persoon's  iucliuatiou*  to 
include  it  under  P.  Persicaria,  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  was 
not  glandular,  and  it'  so,  the  naked  stipules  are  the  only  character  which 
leans  towards  an  identification  with  P.  lapaihifolinm,  and  that  is  by  no 
means  an  absolute  one.  lu  all  other  respects  the  description  agrees 
better  with  a  large  state  of  Grenier  and  Godron's  variety  elatum  of  P. 
Persicaria,  especially  as  a  preference  for  damp  situations  is  indicated. 
This  is  the  view  adopted  by  Syme  (Eng.  Bot.  vol.  viii.  p.  75) ;  Meisner, 
in  DC.  Prod.  vol.  xiv.  p.  lis,  also  places  it  in  the  section  t  with  non- 
glandular  peduncles,  with  P.  Persicaria,  and  away  from  P.  lapathi folium. 

The  P.  laxiim  of  Reichenbach  is  described  and  figured  by  him  (Iconog. 
Bot.  ic.  685,  Cent.  V.  p.  36)  as  a  non-glandular  plant,  with  the  stipules 
very  slightly  ciliated,  but  the  peduncles  and  pedicels  strigose-hispid.  The 
styles  are  shown  in  the  figure  to  be  connected  halfway  up  as  in  P.  Per- 
sicaria, and  not  as  in  P.  lapathifoUum,  nearly  free.  Bearing  in  mind 
Syme's  remark  that  P.  nodosum,  auct.,  has  very  much  the  aspect  of  the 
var.  elatum  of  P.  Persicaria,  it  will  probably  be  admitted  that,  as  between 
the  two  plants,  the  arrangement  of  the  styles  and  the  absence  of  glands 
carry  P.  laxum,  Reich.,  rather  towards  P,  Persicaria  than  towards  P. 
lajjaihifoUum. 

Since,  then,  the  descriptions  neither  of  P.  nodosum,  Pers.,  nor  of  P. 
laxum,,  Rdch.,  clearly  characterize  the  P.  nodosum  of  authors,  we  are  forced, 
if  we  regard  it  as  of  specific  or  sub-specific  rank,  to  search  for  another 
name ;  and  though  by  no  means  satisfactory,  Gray's  Persicaria  maculata 
appears  to  be  the  earliest  post-Linnsean  one  unquestionably  applying  to  the 
plant.  J 

Reichenbach,  in  his  description  of  this  plant  (/.  c),  speaks  of  it  ag 
"  vario  modo  confusa  atque  cum  aliis  concussa."  And  if  additional  illus- 
tration of  this  remark  were  needed,  it  could  be  supplied  in  abundance 
from  English  books.  Babington,  in  the  first  four  editions  of  his  '  Manual,' 
quotes  Eeichenbach's  P.  nodosmii  as  a  variety  of  P.  lapathifoUum ,  quite 
connected  by  intermediate  forms.  As  he  named  the  plant  which  he 
described  and  figured  in  E.  B.  S.  2822  (clearly  identical  with  Eeichen- 
bach's nodosum),  laxum,  Reich.,  he  was  compelled,  contrary  to  the  fact,  to 
represent  Eeichenbach's  laxum  as  a  glandular  plant  with  an  arrangement 
of  styles  resembling  that  of  P.  lapathifoUum  rather  than  P.  Persicaria. 
In  the  fifth  edition  "  P.  nodosum,  Pers.,"  disappears  as  a  variety  of  P. 
lapathifoUum,  to  take  the  place  of  "  P.  laxum,  R.,"  which  is  reduced  to  a 
synonym  of  it.  Yet  there  is  no  reference  to  Eeichenbach's  characteristic 
figure  of  "  P.  nodosum,'"  but  his  figure  of  P.  laxum,  which  contradicts  the 
description,  is  quoted  instead.  The  same  arrangement  is  maintained  in 
the  sixth  edition.  Bentham  looks  n])on  P.  lapathifoUum  as  probably  a 
mere  variety  of  P,  Persicaria,  only  distinguished  by  the  "pedicels  and 
perianths  being  dotted  with  small  prominent  glands."     This  might  very 

*  Fries  remarks  (Mant.  ii.  p.  25),  "Pers.  a  lapathifolio  separans,  P.  Fersicaria 
Bubjnngere  vellet." 

t  Pedunculi  cglandulosi,  laeves,  glabri  vel  pubescentes. 

j  In  the  Kew  Herbarium  are  examples  with  the  name  P.  paniculatum,  Andr., 
on  tlie  authority  of  Besscr.  Tliis  good  descriptive  name,  looking  at  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  inflorescence,  seems  never  to  have  been  published,  and  has  besides 
been  appropriated  to  a  Java  species  by  Blume. 
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well  be  the  case  if  the  fig.  8G8,  in  the  illustrated  edition  of  the  'Hand- 
book of  the  British  Flora '  be  accepted  as  characteristic  of  P.  Fersicaria. 
It  has,  however,  all  the  habit  of  P.  macvlatum,  and  the  styles  are  repre- 
sented unconnected  and  deflexed  as  in  P.  lapalhifoUum. 

About  London  P.  Persicaria,  L.,  presents  itself  in  the  typical  form,  well 
figured  in  a  new  plate  by  Syme  in  E.  B.  MCCXXXVII.,  and  by  Eeichen- 
bach  (Iconog.  Bot.  ic.  684).  This  has  a  stern  rarely  spotted,  with 
rather  loosely  arranged  divaricating  branches  and  stout,  rather  short  (com- 
pared with  P.  macvlatimi),  blunt,  oblong  or  cylindrical,  remote  racemes. 
The  plant  figured  by  Curtis  (Flor.  Lond.  f.  1)  is  probably  a  luxuriant  state 
of  the  type.  The  old  figure  of  P.  Persicaria,  E.  B.  756,  now  used  by  Syme 
to  illustrate  the  variety  elatmn,  is  one  from  which  all  definite  characters 
seem  to  have  evaporated,  and  is  almost  valueless.  The  authentic  speci- 
mens of  P.  Persicaria  in  Sowerby's  herbarium  are  really  P.  maculatuvi, 
and  it  is  by  no  means  impossible  that  this  plant  was  in  part  copied  by  the 
artist,  though  the  details  are  from  P.  Persicaria. 

A  much  rarer  form  of  this  species  occurs  occasionally  in  moist  culti- 
vated ground.  It  may  be  distinguished  from  the  type  by  its  more  succu- 
lent and  swollen  stem,  ascending  and  not  divaricate  branches,  and  racemes 
not  cylindrical,  but  longer  and  attenuated  upwards,  contracted  when  young 
into  a  panicle.  The  foliage  also  is  somewhat  weaker  in  texture,  antl  of  a 
livelier  green.  This  is  the  P.  biforme  of  Wahlenberg  (Suec.  n.  437)  and 
of  Fries  (Mant.  ii.  p.  28),  who  quotes  Curtis's  figure,  in  which-  he  is  per- 
haps right,*  and  also  Reicheubach's,  which  belongs  to  the  more  typical 
form.  Authentic  specimens  of  P.  biforme,  from  Fries,  in  the  Kew  Her- 
barium, it  is  noticeable  have^ochrepe  without  cilia,  tliuugh  this  docs  not  ac- 
cord with  tho  doooi'iption.  P.  Persicaria,  (3.  elatum  (Gren.  et  Godr.  Fl.  de 
Fr.  vol.  iii.  p.  48),  is  another  synonym,  and  it  has  already  been  shown  to 
be  probably  the  true  P.  nodosum  of  Persoon.  P.  laxum,  Eeich.,  which 
seems  to  have  nothing  really  to  do  with  P.  maculaium,,  may  be  also  cap- 
able of  inclusion  here.  Some  writers  (Boreau,  Fl.  du  Cent,  de  la  Fr.  ed.  3, 
t.  ii.  p.  557,  Gren.  et  Godr.  1.  c.  p.  49)  regard  P.  laxum,  Eeich.,  as  a  hybrid 
between  P.  Hydropiper  and  P.  maculatum.  If  so,  it  is  remarkable  that 
a  glandless  plant  should  be  the  offspring  of  two  glandular  parents.  Fries 
says  of  this  plant  "  transitus  ad  Mite,'''  (Mant.  vol.  ii.  p.  ~6).t  A  curious 
variety  referable  to  the  typical  form  of  P.  Persicaria,  but  which  may  be 
really  a  hybrid,  has  the  peduncles  slightly  glandular  hispid.  It  has  been 
distributed  by  Mr.  Watson  from  Eshcr,  and  has  been  noticed  at  Kill)urn 
and  Haverstock  Hill.  There  are  also  specimens  from  Essex  in  E.  Forster's 
herbarium. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  give  the  characters  and  synonymy  in  a  col- 
lected form.  I 

*  In  Fl.  Midd.  p.  244,  we  have  also  quoted  it,  but  our  notion  of  this  form  was 
at  that  time  more  comprehensive  than  now. 

t  Reichenbach,  in  hia  description  in  the  '  Iconographia  Botanica,'  was  not  disposed 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  bybridity,  remarking  "  nimis  enim  prodigiosa  mihi 
videtur  hybriditas  hodierna.''  Ilowevcr,  in  the  '  Flora  Excursoria,'  3096,  he  gives 
ffj/dropiperi-nodosum  as  a  synonym,  witli  the  explanation  "  Inlloresceutia  densa 
gracilis  floresque  parvi  rosei  P.  nodosi,  folia  contra  et  ochreae  P.  Mi/dropiperis." 

X  Linnoeus  seems  to  have  founded  his  P.  lapathifolutm  on  a  species  of  Tournefort's, 
and  the  only  locality  he  gives  is  "  Gallia"  ;  as  he  describes  the  plant  as  "  lloribus  .  .  . 
eemidigyuis,"  it  is  somewhat  doubtful  what  he  really  meant.  The  Liunean  Herba- 
rium only  confuses  matters,  the  specimen  named  "  lapathi/oliuni"  being  a  widely 
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P.  LAPATIIIFOLIUM,  L.   Sp.  Pliillt.  ed.   1.  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

Peduncles   and  perianths   with  yellowish  glands ;    styles  2,  free 

nearly  to  the  base. 
P.  pensylmrdcum,  Huds.  ed.  1.  p.  148  ;  Curt.  PL  Lond.  fasc.  1  ; 

With.  ed.  2.  vol.  i.  p.  411  (uon  Linn.). 
P.  pallidum,  With.  ed.  3.  vol.  ii.  p.  381. 
Subsp.  1.  lapatlii/olium  veruni. 

Eaceraes  remote ;  perianths  shorter  than  the  nut. 

JPenicaria  mitis  major  fol.  pallidloribus,  Bobarti,  Kay,  Syn.  ed.  2. 

p.  58. 
P.  lapathifoUa,  Gray,  Nat.  Ait.  vol.  ii.  p.  269. 
Polygonum  lapath'i folium,  L.,  Bab.  Man.  ed.  5  and  6. 
P.  lapatlii folium,  var.  a.  genuinum,  Syme,  E.  B.  vol.  viii.  p.  76.   ' 
Fig.  Curt.  PI.  Lond.  fasc.  1  ;  E.  B.  1382,  repr.  in  Syme,  E.  B. 

vol.  viii.  t.  739. 
Exs.  Herb.  Fl.  Ingric.  cent.  iv.  n.  540  and  5406. 
Loc.^  Prequent.     (China,  Sir  G.  Staunton,  Herb.  Mus.  Brit.) 
Yar.  /3.  rudruiti.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  vol.  ii.  p.  270. — Perianths  red. 
P.  pemyhanicum,  var.  caule  et  Hor.  rubris.  Curt.  1.  c. 
Sunniughill, Berks.  (Herb.  Banks),  N.  Loudon,  S.Kensington. 
Subsp.  2.  maculatum   {Persicaria  maculaia,  Gray). 

Racemes  approximated,  forming  a  thyrsus  ;  perianths  larger  than 
the  nut,  which  is  half  the  size  of  that  of  subsp.  1.     Stem  often 
spotted  and  swollen  at  the  nodes. 
Persicaria  latifolia,  geniculata,  caulibus  macidatis,  I).  Rand ;   R. 

Syn.  ed.  3.  p.  145. 
P.  foliis  Salicis  alba  vidg.    et   P.  mitis   maculosa  repens  subtus 
incanis  ad genicula  floreiis,  Buddie,  Herb.  (Herb.  Sloane  cxvii.) 
fol.  20. 
Polygonum,  pensylvanicum,  var.  caule  mactdato.  Curt.  1.  c. 
P.pensylvanicum,  var.  3,  petecticale,  Stokes  in  With.  ed.  2.  vol.  i. 

p.  412. 
Persicaria  maculaia.  Gray,  1.  c.  p.  270. 
Polygonum  nodosum,  Reich.  Ic.  Bot.  589;  Bab.  Man.  ed.  5   and 

6,  Fl.  Midd.  p.  243,  and  Auct.  plur.  (uon  Pers.) 
P.  laxum,  Bab.  in  E.  B.  S.  2822  and  Man.  ed.  1-4  (non  Reich.). 
P.  lapatJiifolium,  var.  ^.  nodosum,  Bab.  Man.  ed.  1-4  ;  Syme,  E.  B. 
vol.  viii.  p.  76;  Hook.  Stud.  Fl.  p.  308. 
Var.  a.  gracile.     Racemes  slender.        •>• 

Fig.  Reich.  Ic.  Bot.  689  ;  E.  B.  Supp.  2822  (left-hand  fig.). 
Exs.  Reich.  Fl.  Germ.  Exs.  n.  479  ;  Billot,  PI.  Gall,  et  Germ. 
Exs.  1062  ("P.  lapathifolium,  L.,"  peduncles  sub-eglan- 
dulose),  and  1062  bis;  Herb.  Fl.  Ingric.  n.  539. 
Loc.  North  London.  Sunninghill,  Berks.  (Herb.  Banks), 
Henfield,  Sussex  (Herb.  Borrer),  Woodford,  Essex  (Herb. 
Porst.),  Monmouth  (Bab.),  Aix-en-Savoie  (Herb.  Gay), 
Chalons-sur-Seine   (Billot,  Exs.),  Dresden  (Reich.  Exs.), 

different  (Indian  ?)  species.  The  figure  quoted  by  Linn,  is  Lob.  Ic.  315,  a  very 
fair  representation  of  P.  maculatum  (P.  nodosum,  auct.).  That  he  confounded 
this  and  P.  Persicana  is  obvious,  from  his  describing  the  latter  as  "  floribus  digy- 
nis,"  thus  reversing  the  characters  of  tlie  plants  as  now  understood.  It  is,  how- 
ever,  most  undesirable  to  alter  these  long-ebtablished  names. 
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Lalek,  Lebanon  (Herb.  Kew.),  Constantine  (Herb.  Hook.), 
Afghanistan  (Herb.  Griff.). 
Var.  (3.  do/sHin.     liacemes  oblong. 

FIff.  Curt.  Fl.  Lend.  fasc.  1 ;  E.  B.  S.  2822  (right-hand  fig.). 
Loc.  N.  London.     Woodford,  Essex  (Herb.  Forst.),  Tyrol 
(Hausmann  in  Herb.  Mus.  Brit.),  Russia  (Turczaniuow 
in  Herb.  Kew.), 
P.  Peusicaria,  L.  Sp.  Plant,  ed.  1.  vol.  i.  p.  36L 

Peduncles  wholly  and  perianths  nearly  eglandular ;    styles  con- 
nected halfway  up. 
Subsp.  1.  Perslcaria  verum. 

Branches  spreading,  divaricate ;   racemes  remote,   short,   obtuse, 

cylindrical. 
Fersicaria  maculosa.  Gray,  1.  c.  p.  269. 
Folyrjonuni  Fersicaria,  var.  a.  genuinum,  Svrae,  E.  B.  vol.  viii.  p. 

7'i. 
Fig.  Reich.  Ic.   Bot.    684  ;  Syme,  E.  B.  vol.  viii.  t.  737.   (E.  B. 
756,  repr.  in  Syme,  E.  B.  vol.  viii.  p.   738,  and  Curt.  E.  L. 
fasc.  1,  probably  represent  large  states.) 
Exs.  Herb.  El.   Ingric.  n.  541;    Reicli.   El.   Germ.   Exs.  n.  773 

(large  state). 
Loc.  Abundant. 

Var.  ji.  album. — Perianths  greenish-white. 
Loc.  Kilburu. 
Subsp.  2.  nodosum,  Pers.  (•$/?.) 

Branches  erect ;  racemes  slender,  rather  lax  attenuated  upwards, 
agglomerated  into  a  tliyrsus  when  young.     Stem  enlarged  at 
the  nodes. 
P.  nodosum,  Pers.  Syn.  p.  1.  p.  440  (non  Reich.  Bab.  nee  Auct. 

plur.). 
P.  nodosum,  Pers.,  Meisner  in  DC.  Prod.  vol.  xiv.  p.  118  (excl. 

synon.). 
P.  biforme,  Wahlenb.  El.  Suec.  vol.  i.  p.  242  ;  Fries,  Mant.  vol.  ii. 

p.  28. 
P.  laxmn,  Reich.  El.  Excurs.  n.  3696  (non  Bab.). 
P.  Fersicaria,  var.  jS.  elatum,  Gren.  et  Godr.   Fl.  de  France,  vol. 

iii.  p.  48;  Syme,  E.  B.  vol.  viii.  p.  74. 
P.  Fersicaria,  var.  elatius,  Meisner,  1.  c. 
Fig.  Reich.  Ic.  Bot.  685  (probably). 
Fxs.  Billot,  1.  c.  n.  1063  ("  P.  Fersicaria,  L.") ;  Van  Heurck  et 

Martinis,  PI.  Critiques  de  Belg.  fasc.  iv.  n.  185. 
Loc.  N.  London ;  Halstead,  etc.,  Essex  (Herb.  Forst.)  ;  Henfield 
(Herb.    Borr.)  ;    Battcrsea  Fields,   Surrey    (Syme   in  E.  E.) ; 
Besancon  (Billot,  Exs.)  ;  Chaml)ery   (Herb.  Gay)  ;    S.  Denis, 
Hainault  (Van  Heurck,  Exs.). 
Typical  P.  Fersicaria  and  both  subspecies  of  P.  hi  pa  thi folium,  equally 
admit  of  forms  found  on  barren  soil,  more  or  less  prostrate   and  depau- 
perate, which  have  the  leaves  clothed  beneath   with  short  dense  white 
hairs   (varieties   called   incanum^,   and  the  racemes  often  subglobose  or 
ovate.      In  their  normal  state  these  ]ilauts  will  generally  be  found  easily 
distinguishable.      It  nuist,  however,   be  adniittt'd,  that  while  what  is  held 
here  to  be  the  true  F.  nodosum  of  Persoon,  graduates  into  the  typical  con- 
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dition  of  P.  Persicaria,  it  is  itself  on  the  other  hand  often  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish from  subeglaudular  states  of  P.  viacnlatum.  Such  a  difficulty 
no  botanist  is  unfamiliar  with.  The  names  of  critical  plants  in  books  are 
often  nothing  more  than  halting-points  in  a  long  series  of  connected  forms, 
arbitrary  perhaps,  yet  not  without  their  value  in  marking  out  the  route. 
It  seems  as  unphilosophical  to  ignore  anything  but  the  bounding  terms, 
as  it  would  be  uncritical  to  think  nothing  of  importance  in  a  journey 
through  an  interesting  country,  but  the  starting-point  and  the  destination. 


ON  THE  SO-CALLED  "OLIVES"  {CANARII  %m.)  OF 
SOUTHERX  CHIXA. 

By  H.  F.  Hance,  Ph.D.,  etc. 

In  his  excellent  |  Notes  on  Chinese  Materia  Medica,'  ^Mr.  D.  Hanbnry 
refers  to  certain  fruits  known  to  foreigners  resident  in  this  country  by  the 
name  of  Chinese  Olives ,-  and  he  suggests  the  desirableness  of  more  precise 
information  being  obtained  in  regard  to  them.  Of  those  which  Mr. 
Hanbury  mentions  as  sold  at  Foochow  and  Slianghae,  I  have  no  know- 
ledge at  all ;  and  the  following  observations  relate  exclusively  to  the  fruit 
vended  everywhere  in  the  south  of  Kwang-tung  province,  of  which  there 
are  two  kinds,— the  U-lam,  or  Black,  and  the  Pak-lam  or  White  Olive, 
— produced  respectively  by  Canarium  Pimela,  Konig,  and  C.  albmn, 
BfEiischel. 

On  these  two  plants  and  a  third  Cochinchinese  species,  occiuring  also 
throughout  the  Moluccas,  Loureiro  founded  his  genus  Pimela*  which,  by 
the  consent  of  all  subsequent  botanists,  was  merged  in  Canariutn,  until 
again  distinguished  by  the  late  Professor  Blume,  who  considered  it  a 
"  genus  Optimo  jure  dignum  esse  quodrestituatur.f  The  only  characters, 
however,  by  which  it  diflers  from  C.  commune  and  its  allies  consist  in  the 
thin  foliaceous  not  fleshy  cotyledons,  and  in  the  insertion  of  the  stamens  at 
the  base  instead  of  the  margin  of  the  disk;  distinctive  marks  which 
Dr.  Hooker  very  naturally  regards  as  of  merely  sectional  value.J 

Both  the  white  and  black  Olives  are  a  good  deal  grown  around  Whampoa, 
whilst  I  have  seen  none  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Canton,  or 
in  Hongkong,  and  their  cultivation  is  therefore  apparently  local:  I  can 
gain  no  intelligence  of  their  occurrence  in  a  wild  state.  They  are  trees 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  high,  with  a  whitish  trunk,  and  a  close  round 
crown  of  foliage, §  which  in  hot  sunny  days  exhales  a  grateful  balsamic 
odour;  in  which  respect,  as  well  as  in  general  aspect,  they  resemble  our 
common  Walnut.  The  two  species,  though  perfectly  distinct,  are  sin"-u- 
larly  alike, — so  much  so,  indeed,  that  even  now,  after  having  made  them 
an  object  of  special  study,  I  am  quite  unable,  in  the  absence  of  fruit,  to 
tell  one  from  the  other  at  a  few  feet  distance.  Blume  gives  the  following 
differential  characters  : — 

*  Fl.  Cochinch.  ed.  Willd.  vol.  ii.  p.  494. 

t  Mus.  Bot.  Lugd.-Bat.  vol.  i.  p.  220. 
_    X  Gen.  Plant.  toI.  i.  325.     The  flores  longe  pedicellali,  assigned  as  a  character 
m  this  work,  do  not  occur  in  C.  album, 

§  The  name  by  which  these  trees  are  properly  known  to  foreigners,  and  their 
dense  tufted  foliage,  recall  to  mind  the  Homeric— 

"H5e  S'  €7rl  Kparhs  Ai/ieVoj  ravixpvKKos  'EKairj. — Odjss.  xiii.  346. 
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Canarium  Piinela ;  foliolis  9-11  oblongis  acutis  inaequilateris  glabris, 
raceinis  lateralibus  siinplicibiis. 

CanariniJi  album;  foliolis  11-13  ovato-lanceolatis  supra  glabris  subtus 
scabris,  racemis  confertis  subtermiiialibus. 

These  are,  however,  neither  quite  accurate,  nor  by  any  means  sufficient 
for  the  discrimination  of  the  two  species  ;  and,  in  their  lieu,  I  ])ropose  the 
following,  drawn  np  after  a  careful  comparative  exauiiuatiou  of  living 
speciiriens  of  each  tree. 

Canarium  Plmda  ;  petiolo  petiolulisque  viridibus,  foliolis  4-5-jugis 
cum  irapari  oblongo-lanceolatis  3-6  poll,  longis  2|--3g  poll,  latis  veuulis 
elevato-reticulatis,  racemis  plus  minus  compositis,  drupis  pedicellis  clavato- 
incrassatis  5-7  lin.  longis  suft'ultis  fusiformibus  utrinque  obtusis  siib- 
trigoiiis  20  lin.  longis  immatiiris  glauco-viridibus  maturis  purpureo-nigris 
Isevibus,  putamiiie  obtuse  fusifonni  tevi.* 

Canarium  album  ;  petiolo  petiolulisque  alutaceis,  foliolis  5-6-jugis  cum 
imparl  oblongo-lanceolatis  2^-4  poll,  longis  12-16  lin.  latis  venulis  supra 
non  prominulo-reticulatis,  racemis  sinqjlicibus,  drupis  sessilibus  ovoideis 
15  lin.  longis  inimaturis  flavido- viridibus  maturis  sordide  llavidis  valde 
rugosis,  putamine  acute  fusiformi  ruguloso. 

I  should  remark  that,  when  dried,  the  leaves  of  both  species  have  the 
veinlets  prominent,  but  the  network  is  much  closer  and  finer  in  those  of 
the  white  Olive. 

As  regards  the  mode  of  using  these  fruits,  the  following  is  the  informa- 
tion I  have  myself  gathered,  from  personal  observation  and  inquiry  of  the 
natives  : — The  white  Olive  is  either  eaten  fresh,  in  which  state  its  strongly 
resinous  flavour  renders  it  disagreeable  to  the  European  palate,  or  is 
placed,  when  quite  ripe,  in  tubs  filled  with  salt,  stirred  about  continually, 
and,  after  the  lapse  of  a  day  taken  out  and  dried.  In  this  state  it  is 
hawked  about  in  gi-eat  abundance,  and  tastes  much  as  the  European  Olive 
might  be  expected  to  do,  if  removed  from  the  brine  in  which  it  is  kept 
and  allowed  to  dry,  with  an  appreciable  soupqon  of  turpentine  superadded. 
I  have  been  told  it  is  regarded  as  a  preventive  of  sea-sickness.  The 
black  Olive  is  never  eaten  raw,  but  only  after  having  been  steeped  for  a 
few  moments  in  boiling  water.  Tlius  prepared  (and  packed  in  jars,  with 
the  addition  of  a  little  salt,  when  desired  to  be  preserved),  it  is  of  a  fine 
purplish-red  colour,  like  well-made  fresh  pickled  cabbage,  and  has  some 
resemblance  in  taste  to  freshly  pickled  mango,  a  flavour  to  me  not  un- 
pleasant, but  de  gudibus  non  est  dispuiandum.  This  fruit  is  held  in  much 
higher  esteem  than  the  other,  and  it  is  usual  to  keep  a  strict  watch  over 
it  as  it  ripens  to  prevent  depredation.  I  have  seen  a  man  who  was  found 
luxuriating  in  the  umbrageous  coma  of  a  tree  to  which  he  could  lay  no 
claim,  with  a  basket  full  of  the  fruit  in  his  possession,  tied  "  spread- 
eagle  "  fashion  to  the  trunk  for  nearly  a  day,  the  monotony  of  his  durance 
being  varied  by  periodical  fingellations. 

Loureiro  thus  describes  the  reputed  qualities  of  the  two  Olives: 

G.  album.  Drupag  muria  conditix;  olivis  Kuropieis  similes  sunt  colore, 
et  (piodammodo  etiam  forma  et  sapore ;  sunt  antem  saluberrinuip,  ita  ut 
medici  non  eas  denegeut  Begrotis,  expericntia  docti  digcstionem  et  appe- 
titum  cibi  promovere. 

C.  Fimela.  Drnptc  muria  condit*  frequenter  apponuntur  mensis,  non 
minus  sapicke  quam  olivpe,  sed  stoniaclio  graves. 

*  TJie  three  very  sliglitly  elevated  bands,  scarcely  eouspieuoua,  are  represented 
far  too  prominently  in  Konig's  figure.     (Ann.  Bot.  vol.  i.  pi.  7,  fig.  1.  g.) 
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For  the  following  notice  of  these  trees,  extracted  and  translated  from  a 
description  of  the  '  Memorabilia  of  Kwangtung,'  published  in  1801,  I  am 
indebted  to  my  friend  Mr.  W.  F.  Mayers,  H.M.'s  Acting  Consul  for 
Che-foo. 

"  The  Yiieh  Chung  Kien  Wen  states  as  follows  : — Of  the  Lan  there  are 
two  species,  the  black  and  the  white.  Of  both  the  tree  grows  high  and 
perfectly  straight,  usually  with  the  trunk  quite  devoid  of  branches  except 
at  the  summit,  where  it  throws  out  its  crown.  There  are  male  and  female 
[trees],  the  male  having  flowers  [only]  and  the  female  fruit.  The  males 
are  properly  called  Lnng-kung  (/'.  e.  male  or  '  sir,'  Canarium),  and  do  not 
produce  fruit,  but  if  brought  in  contact  with  the  female  the  fruit  forms. 
The  fruit  resembles  that  of  the  Tmo  (Jujube,  or  Chinese  Date),  about  an 
inch  or  more  in  length,  and  is  devoid  of  angles.  The  earliest  growth 
hangs  downward,  those  grown  later  point  upwards.  The  fruit  is  ripe  in 
the  eighth  or  ninth  month,  when  the  cultivators  mount  the  tree  by  means 
of  ladders,  and  knock  the  fruit  down  with  sticks.  Another  way  is  to 
make  an  incision  of  about  an  inch  [in  width]  in  tlie  trunk,  on  its  east  side, 
and  to  rub  in  some  coarse  salt,  which  causes  the  fruit  on  the  east  side  to 
fall  down  spontaneously  ;  and  similarly  on  the  three  remaining  sides  of 
the  tree.  The  white  Lan,  if  not  eaten  until  after  the  Pth  Lu  period  (8 ill 
September),  does  not  cause  sickness.  Its  qualities  are  heating.  When 
eaten,  the  tapering  poirits  at  either  end  should  be  removed.  On  first 
being  chewed,  the  Havour  is  bitter  and  astringent,  but  after  a  time  the 
flavour  develops  iiself  and  turns  sweet.  The  colour  is  white.  When 
boiled  in  water  at  a  high  temperature  the  colour  changes  to  a  pale  green, 
and  its  fragrance  becomes  as  that  of  the  Lan  {Epidendrum  ?),  so  that  it 
sweetens  the  breath.  Of  the  black  Lan,  the  fruit  is  larger,  and  the  flesh 
has  greater  substance.  Its  qualities  are  mild,  and  its  flavour  astringent, 
with  a  slightly  sweet  taste.  It  should  be  boiled  in  tepid  water,  until  it 
becomes  soft  aud  the  purple  skin  puffs  out,  when  it  is  fit  to  eat.  If  the 
water  be  cold,  it  will  emit  a  gummy  exudation  ;  and  if  too  hot,  the  flesh 
will  harden,  so  that  it  is  importnut  to  use  tepid  water  only.  In  the  southern 
])ortion  of  the  Pwau-yii  district  the  black  Lan  is  largely  grown,  and  the 
fruit,  after  being  deprived  of  its  stone,  is  cooked  and  preserved  with 
brine  as  an  article  of  merchandise,  which  has  a  sale  far  and  near." 

The  stones  of  some  species  of  Canariiun  are  beautifully  and  elaborately 
carved  by  the  Chinese ;  and,  when  set  in  gold,  or  separated  by  gold 
filigree  beads,  form  exceedingly  handsome  brooches  or  bracelets.  These 
are  popularly  supposed  by  foreigners,  and  even  by  many  Chinese,  to  be 
cut  out  of  peach-stones ;  though  a  very  ciu'sory  inspection  will  show  that 
this  is  a  fallacy.  Amoy  is  renowned  for  this  kiufLof  work,  and,  so  highly 
is  it  esteemed,  that  some  beads  I  purchased  on  tiie  spot,  to  have  made 
into  a  bracelet,  cost  me  a  dollar  (4.s.  '6d.)  each  ;  a  very  large  siim,  when 
tiie  slight  remuneration  in  China  for  skilled  labour  and  the  cost  of  native 
living  are  borne  in  mind.  These  stones,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the 
sculptured  specimens,  seem  too  large  to  be  the  produce  of  Canarium 
Fimela.  They  may  either  belong  to  a  distinct  species,  or  to  one  of  those 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  llanbury,  respecting  all  of  which  I  may,  perhaps,  here- 
after succeed  in  gaining  some  reliable  information. 
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{Continued  from  page  14.) 

6.  X.  junceiim,  Klatt ;  bulbo  ovoideo  pavvo  membranaceo-tunicato, 
apice  setoso,  caule  flexuoso  pedali  vel  sesquipedali  1-2-floro,  foliis  cau- 
linis  4-6  disticliis  falcatis  filitbrmibus  subpedalibus,  spathse  valvis  ven- 
tricosis  2-3-unoialibus  ad  basin  limbi  attingentibus,  pedicello  ovario 
breviore,  perianthii  tubo  ovario  2-3-plo  longiore,  limbo  flavescente  1^-2- 
uuciali,  segmeutis  exterioribus  laniiiia  obovato  ungue  cuiieato  seqiiante, 
interioribus  erectis  oblanceolatis  loiiije  unguiculatis,  exterioribus  dis- 
tiiicte  brevioribiis  2-3-plo  aiigiistioril)us,  stigmatibus  euin  cristis  seg- 
mentis  exterioribus  subfequilongis. — X..y««ce«w,  Klatt,  Liunaea,  vol.  xxiv. 
p.  570;  Parlatore,  Fl.  Iial.  vol.  iii.  p.  304.  Iris  jimcea,  Desf.  Fl.  Atlant. 
1/39,  t.  4  (1798) ;  Lam.  Enc^-c.  vol.  iii.  p.  30.5  ;  Bert.  Manip.  p.  4.  t.  1; 
Fl.  Ital.  vol.  i.  p.  244  ;  Boiss.' Voy.  vol.  ii.  p.  603  ;  Munby,  Fl.  Alg.  vol.  i. 
p.  6,  non  Brotero.  1.  imhcrhis,  Poiret,  Voy.  Barb.  vol.  ii.  p.  8.5  (1789). 
/.  maurltanica,  Clusius,  Spreng.  8y&t.  vol.  i.  p.  159.  Dlapliane  stylosa, 
Salisb.  Hort.  Trans,  vol.  i.  p.  305. 

Bulb  ovoid,  6-9  lines  thick,  with  several  dark  brown  membranous 
coats  passing  into  a  crown  of  fibres  round  the  base  of  the  stem,  the  I'oot- 
lets  fibrous.  Stem  wiry,  erect,  flfxuose,  usually  single-headed,  with  2-3 
tiliform  leaves  placed  laxly  on  each  side,  which  are  not  above  ^-2  lines 
broad  where  they  leave  the  stem,  the  lowest  often  a  foot  long.  Spathe 
ventricose,  the  valves  2-3  inches  long,  reaching  up  to  the  base  of  the 
limb  at  the  flowering  time.  Pedicel  within  the  spathe  very  short,  ovary 
8-9  lines  long.  Tube  very  slender,  12-18  lines  long  above  the  ovary. 
Limb  pale  yellow,  veined  with  reddish-brown,  the  outer  divisions  with  an 
obovate  limb  6-9  lines  broad,  equalling  in  length  the  cuneate  claw.  Inner 
divisions  erect,  oblanceohite,  3-4  lines  broad,  12-15  lines  long,  narrowed 
gradually  into  a  slender  claw.  Stigmas,  including  the  crest,  nearly  as 
long  as  the  outer  divisions,  5-6  lines  broad. 

Hab.  Tangiers,  Salzmann !  Algeria,  not  unfrcquent,  Schimper ! 
Bove !  Jamin,  100!,  etc.  Italy;  near  Genoa,,  and  on  the  south  coast  of 
Sicily,  De  Notaris,  etc. 

A  very  well-marked  species,  by  the  character  of  its  inner  segments  con- 
necting Euxipldon  with  Juno.  Willkomm  and  Lange's  description  evi- 
dently refers  to  the  true  plant,  but  Brotero  and  Webb  have  both  confused 
it  with  lusitanicum,  and  we  are  not  able  to  say  what  the  Catalonian  plant, 
gathered  by  Webb,  which  is  referred  here,  really  is. 

7.  .X.  reticulatum,  Klatt;  bulbo  ovoideo  tibroso-tunicato,  foliis  radi- 
calibus  solum  productis  post  anthcsin  niaturatis  6-9-uncialibus  erectis 
anguste  linearibus  profundc  canidicuiatis,  scajw)  1-3-unciali  nnilloro,  valvis 
spathae  2-3-uncialibus  hand  ventricosis,  ovario  vix  stipitato,  tubo  2-3- 
nnciali  sa;pe  exscrto,  perianthii  limbo  IJ-uneiali  saturate  violacco  seg- 
meutis aequilongis  oblanceolatis  interioribus  paulo  brevioribus,  stigmatibus 
cum  cristis  limbo  juquilongis. — Xiphioii  reficn/a//nii,K.\att.,  Liniuea,  vol.  xxiv. 
p.  572.  Iris  reticulata,  M.  Bieb.  Fl.  Taur.  Cauc.  p.  34.  t.  1;  Cent.  PI. 
Ear.  Boss.  t.  11;  Led.  Fl.  Boss.  vol.  iv.  p.  93;  Sweet,  Flow.  Gard. 
ser.  ii.  t.  189;  Bot.  Mag.  t.  5577;  Lodd.  Bot.  Cab.  t.  1829;  Journ. 
Hort.  Soc.  vol.  iii.  t.  166;  Kegel,  Gartenfl.  18G4,  t.  452.  Neitbeckia 
relicidata,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1863,  p.  2o9. 
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Bulb  ovoid,  9-12  lines  thick,  with  a  coat  of  denselv  matted  grey  fibres 
and  from  tlic  base  a  tuft  of  tibrous  rootlets.  Leaves  produced  from  the 
apex  of  the  bulb  only,  not  fully  developed  at  the  flowering  time,  erect, 
finally  6-9  inches  long,  linear-filiform,  deeply  channelled  down  the  face, 
not  more  than  a  line  broad,  clasping  by  a  sheath  at  the  base.  Scape  not 
more  than  2-3  inches  high,  erect,  the  flower  always  solitary.  Valves  of 
the  spathe  2-3  inches  long,  not  ventricose,  3-4  lines  broad.  Ovary 
shortly  stalked  in  the  spathe.  Tube  very  slender,  2-3  inches  long  above 
the  ovary,  usually  longer  than  the  spathe  at  the  flowering  time.  Liuib 
deep  vioiet,  1^  inches  deep  in  the  wdd  plant.  The  outer  divisions  5-6 
lines  broad,  with  a  bright  yellow  keel  internally ;  the  inner  erect,  as  long 
but  rather  narrower.  Stigmas  with  the  crest  as  long  as  the  limb,  the 
latter  about  half  an  inch  deep. 

Hab.  Georgia,  Hohenacker  !  Szovits  !  Fischer!  etc.  Caucasus,  Klus- 
tine!  Iberia,  Stevens!  Zamba  !  AYilhelms  !  Aimenia,  Ancher-Eloy,  5344  ! 
Zohrab !  Huet  du  Pavilion !  etc.  Kurdistan,  Olgum  !  Garden !  Cap- 
padocia,  Montbret !  Aucher-Elov,  2132!  Palestine,  near  Jerusalem, 
Dr.  Eoth ! 

This  is  a  veiy  distinct  plant,  now  a  great  favourite  in  our  gardens  from 
its  early  flowering,  bright  deep  colours  and  delightful  violet  fragrance.  It 
flowers  in  England  in  February  and  March,  and  in  its  native  regions 
always  grows  high  \ip  on  the  mountains,  near  the  snows.  A  Lebanon 
plant,  gathered  by  Gaillardot,  (Herbier  de  Syrie,  n.  93  !)  differs  from  the 
type  by  its  larger  flowers  (limb  quite  2  inches  deep),  which  are  consider- 
ably paler  in  colour,  with  outer  segments  8-9  lines  broad,  with  a  lamina 
nearly  as  long  as  the  claw,  but  erect;  the  inner  divisions  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  broad. 

8.  X.  diversifuUnin,  Klatt;  bulbo  ovoideo  fibroso-tunicato,  caule  erecto 
1-2-floro  6-9-pollicari,  foliis  linearibus  erectis  caule  superantibus,  spatha) 
valvis  2-3-uncialibus  vix  ventricosis  ad  basin  limbi  attingentibus,  pedun- 
culis  2-3-uncialibus,  perianthii  tubo  obsoleto,  limbo  ultra  unciali  seg- 
mentis  oblanceolatis  asquilongis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  limbo  tequan- 
tibus. — X  diversifolium,  Klatt,  Linnsea,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  572.  Iris  diver- 
sifolia,  Steud.  in  Schimp.  PI.  Abyss,  sect.  2.  n.  1173.  Vieussenxia 
Schimperi,  Hochst.  in  Schimp.  PI.  Abyss,  sect.  2.  n.  1296,  A.  Eich.  Tent. 
Fl.  Abyss,  vol.  ii.  p.  305. 

Bulb  ovoid,  an  inch  thick,  the  outer  coats  fibrous,  the  inner  dark  brown, 
membranous,  prolonged  2-3  inches  up  the  stem.  Stem  erect,  6-9  inches 
high,  1-2-flowered.  Leaves  linear,  erect,  overtopping  the  flowers,  3  lines 
broad  where  they  leave  the  stem.  Spathe  2|-3  iuches  deep,  the  valves 
linear,  attaining  the  base  of  the  limb  at  the  flowering  time.  Peduncle  as 
long  as  the  spathe.  Tube  of  the  perianth  quite  obsolete.  Limb  12-15 
lines  deep ;  the  outer  and  erect  inner  divisions  obovate-lanceolate,  sub- 
equal.      Stigmas  as  long  as  the  limb,  2  lines  broad  at  the  base  of  the  crest. 

Hab.  Abyssinia,  in  dry  mountain  meadows  near  Enschedcap,  Schimper  ! 

Evidently  a  veiy  distinct  species,  but  I  have  seen  only  two  dried  speci- 
mens in  indiflerent  condition. 

9.  X.  Sis!/n)ichii(m,V)VL\.<^.x;  bulbo  globoso  fibroso-tunicato,  caule  firmo 
flexuoso  3-12-unciali  vel  ultra  2-6-floro,  foliis  productis  plerisque  duobns 
distichis  falcatis  angustissime  linearibus  dorso  semiteretibus  6-13-un- 
cJalibns,  spathaj  valvis  l|^-2-uncialibus  valde  ventricosis,  ovario  sidj- 
sessili,  tubo  gracili  subunciali,  perianthii  limbo  teucrrimo  cseruleo-violaceo 
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l-l|^-iinciali,  segmentis  exteriorlbus  obovato-spatliulatis,  iiiterioribua 
angustioribus  paulo  brevioribiis  erectis,  filainetitis  deorsuin  cum  stylo  con- 
iiatis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  interioribus  sequilongis. — Iris 
Sisyrinchium,  L.  Sp.  Plant,  vol.  i.  p.  59  ;  Sil)th.  and  Sm.  Fl.  Graec.  vol.  i. 
p.  30.  t.  42;  Cav.  Ic.  t.  193;  llcdoute,  Lil.  t.  29  et  458;  Bert.  Ital. 
vol.  i.  p.  244,  et  multorum  aliorum.  Gyiiandiris  Sisyrinchium,  Pari. 
Nuov.  Gen.  p.  49  ;  Godr.  Fl.  Franc,  vol.  iii.  p.  246  ;  Klatt,  Linnsea, 
vol.  xxiv.  p.  577  ;  Willk.  Bot.  Zeit.  18(iO,p.  132.  Morcea  Sisyrinchium, 
Gawl.  Bot.  Mag.  t.  1407.  Iris  mjyptia,  Delile,  Frag.  Fl.  Arab.  p.  6. 
I.fugax,  Tenore,  Neap.  vol.  i.  p.  15.  t.  4.  Morrea  fucjax,  Tenore,  Syll. 
p.  26.     M.  Tenoreana,  Sweet,  Brit.  Flow.  Gard.  t.  110. 

Bulb  globose,  edible,  6-12  lines  thick,  coated  with  coarse  brown  fibres, 
the  new  one  superposed  on  the  old  one,  the  rootlets  fibrous.  Stem  firm, 
flexuose,  varying  from  2-3  inches  to  more  than  a  foot  high,  producing 
usually  a  leaf  on  each  side  some  distance  from  the  base.  Leaves  linear- 
subulate,  falcate,  sometimes  a  foot  long,  glaucescent,  deeply  channelled  on 
the  face,  semiterete  on  the  back,  not  more  than  2-3  lines  broad.  Flowers 
1  to  5  to  a  stem,  when  numerous  usually  close  to  one  another,  opening  in 
succession,  very  fugacious.  Spathes  l|—2  inches  deep,  very  ventricose, 
reaching  up  to  the  base  of  the  limb.  Ovary  sessile  in  the  spatlie,  linear, 
6-8  lines  long.  Tube  slender,  about  an  inch  deep.  Limb  violet-purple, 
12-18  lines  deep;  the  oiitei'  divisions  obovate-spathulate,  the  blade 
about  as  long  as  the  claw,  5-6  lines  broad,  yellow  and  glabrous  or 
slightly  pubescent  (/.  rpgyptia,  Delile)  down  the  centre  on  the  inside; 
inner  divisions  erect,  oblanceolate,  2-3  lines  broad,  a  little  shorter  than 
the  outer  ones.  Fdaments  agglutinate  in  the  lower  part  to  the  stigmas. 
Stigmas  as  long  as  the  inner  divisions,  with  a  crest  as  long  as  the  blade. 

IIab.  Portugal,  Welwitsch  !  Spain,  Bourgeau,  465  !  1676!  Boissier! 
Corsica,  Soleirol !  Kralik  !  Minorca  and  Majorca,  Cambessedes  !  Sicily, 
Dr.  Alexander  Prior  !  Huet  dn  Pavilion  !  Algeria,  Bove  !  Jamin  !  Italy, 
E.  Thomas  !  Tenore  !  Sardinia,  Jan  !  E.  Thomas  !  Crete,  Sieber!  Corfu, 
Sir  W.  C.  Trevelyan!  Egypt,  Schimper !  Aucher-Eloy,  2134!  Asia 
Minor,  Heldreich  !  E.  Forbes  !  Fleischer  !  Syria  and  Palestine,  Gaillardot! 
Roth !  Euphrates,  Chesney !  Central  Arabia,  Pelly  !  Beloochistan, 
Stochs !     Affghanistan,  Griffith,  5910!     Flowers  in  England  in  May. 

Var.  minor,  Cambess.  Enum.  Balear.  142.  Boiss.  Voy.  Esp.  vol.  ii. 
p.  602.  Iris  monophylla,  Boiss.  et  Heldr.  Exsicc.  Gyuandiris  monophylla, 
Klatt,  Linufea,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  578. 

Whole  plant  not  more  than  3-4  inches  high ;  stem  with  a  single  leaf 
only,  limb  of  perianth  an  inch  deep,  the  outer  divisions  3-4  lines  broad. 
Majorca,  Cambessedes  !      Greece,  Von  Heldreich  !     Egypt,  Martins  ! 
Reported  by  Klatt  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  surely  this  must 
be  a  mistake. 

(To  he  continued.) 


ON  THE  FORMS   AND  DISTRIBUTION  OVER   THE   WORLD 
OF  THE  BATRACHIUM  SECTION  OF  RANUI^CULUS. 

By  W.  p.  Hiekn,  M.A. 

About  seventy-five  different  specific  names  have  been  published  for  the 
plants  coming  u\idcr  this  section.    According  to  the  views  held  by  various 


44  FORMS    AND    DISTRIBUTION    OF    BATRACHIUM. 

botanists  with  reference  to  their  specific  distinctness,  many  of  tlie  names 
have  been  used  in  ditt'erent  senses  and  with  different  impressions  of  the 
range  of  forms  to  be  included  under  them. 

After  studying  the  phuits  botii  in  the  living  state  and  in  the  herbarium, 
I  conclude,  taking'  into  consideration  the  intricate  network  of  connecting 
links  that  seem  to  me  to  break  down  specific  characters  in  several  direc- 
tions, that  the  best  and  most  philosophical  course  to  follow  is  to  unite  all 
the  forms  under  one  aggregate  species.  Nor  am  I  alone  in  this  opinion, 
for  Spenner,  in  his  '  Flora  Friburgensis,'  published  in  1829,  adopted  such 
an  arrangement  and  called  the  Collective  species  by  the  name  of  Ranun- 
c/d/i-s  liydrocliarh,  describing  at  the  same  time  several  varieties ;  this  name 
I  adopt. 

Again,  Drs.  J.  D.  Hooker  and  T.  Thomson,  in  the  first  volume  of  their 
'Flora  Indica,'  published  in  1855,  expressed  their  willingness  to  unite  all 
the  segregate  species  known  to  them  into  one  ;  and  Mr.  Bentham,  in  the 
first  edition  of  his  '  Handbook  of  British  Botany,'  did  combine  all  the 
British  forms  into  one  species.  It  is  riglit,  however,  to  mention  that  in 
his  second  edition  of  the  same  work,  Mr.  Bentham  reverted  to  the  decision 
of  Linnaeus  and  allowed  two  species ;  and  also  that  Dr.  Hooker,  in  his 
recent  '  Students'  Flora  of  the  British  Islands,'  has  recognized  tliree 
species,  namely,  R.  aquatUls,  R.  Lenormandi,  and  R.  hederaceus. 

Such,  however,  are  the  variations  and  remarkable  differences  presented 
by  many  of  the  forms  that  it  is  desirable,  and  almost  necessary,  in  order 
to  understand  the  plants,  at  least  for  the  purposes  of  local  floras,  to  men- 
tion, and  as  far  as  possible  define,  the  principal  forms  and  give  them  dis- 
tinctive names. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  drawn  up  an  artificial  key  for  referring  any 
given  specimen  to  the  name  which  most  nearly  applies  to  it;  this  I  have 
tried  to  make  as  practically  useful  as  possible,  but  the  reticular  bond  of 
xxnion  which  prevails  in  nature  amongst  the  members  of  this  group  is  so 
complicated  and  involved  as  to  render  any  such  ready  method  impossible 
in  some  cases  and  difficult  in  several ;  and  the  difficulty  has  been  increased 
in  consequence  of  the  large  number  (35)  of  ultimate  forms  that  have  been 
included. 

Concurrently  with  the  ultimate  forms,  I  have  cited  several  names  of  a 
comparatively  collective  meaning,  which  can  be  used  when  further  deter- 
mination cannot  be  reached.  Thus  botanists  of  whatever  views  with 
reference  to  specific  values,  will  !)e  enabled  to  stop  at  will  and  help  them- 
selves, consistently  with  the  nature  of  the  case,  to  whatever  name  they 
please. 

In  nearly  every  case  I  have  employed  already  pTiblislied  specific  names 
for  the  forms,  whether  aggregate  or  segregate,  which  I  recognize.  One 
new  form  only  I  have  named  as  of  co-ordinate  value  with  the  rest  of  my 
ultimate  forms,  namely,  No.  3,  Lobbii.  'i'his  is  a  native  of  California  and 
Oregon,  and  is  interesting  as  occupying  a  place  inider  the  kederaccns 
group,  and  yet  making  some  approach  to  the  aqnatiUs  group. 

In  a  paper  on  this  subject  read  before  the  Cambridge  University  Natural 
Science  Society  on  October  25th,  1864,  I  attempted  a  geometrical  repre- 
sentation of  the  British  species  in  the  following  manner.  Each  species 
was  placed  in  a  given  plane  with  reference  to  two  axes  of  co-ordinates, 
the  abscissa  being  the  same  nund)er  of  units  of  length  as  the  normal 
number  of  stamens^  and  the  ordinate  being  the  number  of  veins  on  each 
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petal.  After  being"  placed  in  this  nianuer  it  appeared  that  the  species 
luiinbered  1-5  in  the  fifth  edition  of  Babington's  '  Manual  of  ]5ritish 
Botany '  lay  in  a  straight  line  Avhose  equation  was  x  —  4_y4-ll  =  0, 
that  those  numbered  6-8  lay  in  a  parallel  straight  line  whose  equation 
was  X  —  4^  +  6  =  0,  and  that  the  remaining  four,  9-12,  lay  in  a  third 
straight  line,  whose  equation  was  x  —  i/  =  4-. 

The   accompanying   figure    was    contained    in    the    above-mentioned 
paper.     The  unit  of  length  is  three-tweaitieths  of  an  inch. 


References. 

I.  R.  trichophi/llus 

(13,6). 

II.  B.  Drouetii  (9,  5) 

III.  iZ.  keterophyllus     I 

(i5,9). 
IV.   n.  confums  (21, 
8). 
V.  R.  Baiidotii  (17, 

7). 
VI.  M.Jloribundus 
(2G,  8). 
VII.  R.  peltatm  (30, 
9). 
VIII.   U.  tripartitus,  (fi, 
3). 
IX.  R.  circinafas  (15,~- 
11). 
X.  B.  flaitmis,    (18, 
14). 
XI.  B.  ccenosus  (9,  5). 
XII.  B.  hederaceics  (7, 
3).  ' 

The  names  follow  the 
fifth  edition  of  Babing- 
ton's '  Manual  of  British 
Botany.' 


+ 


+ 
I 


II 


Axis  of  veins  of  petals. 


In  the  same  paper  it  was  noticed  that  while  in  R.  covfusus,  Godr.,  the 
flowering  peduncles  are  nearly  straight,  and  tlie  stamens  arc  longer  than 
the  head  of  carpels  ;  in  the  allied  R.  Baitdotii,  Godr.,  tlie  stamens  are 
shorter  than  tlie  head  of  carpels,  and  the  peduncles  are  much  and  firmly 
arched.  Thus  a  provision  appears  to  be  made  to  enable  the  pollen  in 
each  case  easily  to  reach  the  stigmas  and  fertilization  to  take  place. 
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Chronological  List  of  Published  Specific  Names  with 
Keferences  and  Localities. 


A.D. 


1753.  Jmleracpus,  L.  Sp.  PL  7S1. — England,  Belgium. 

1753.  aqnatiUs,  L.  Sp.  PI.  781  .—Europe. 

1778.  aqualicHs,  Lam.  Fl.  Fr.  3.  )  8^-.— Franre. 

\11%.  JInitmis,  Lam.  Fl.  Fr.  3.  184.— France. 

l^iSO/keierapf/i/Ilifs,  Web.  in  Wigg.  Prim,  llolsat.  42. — Holstein. 

1780.  fliiviatilk,  Web.  in  Wig.  Prim.  Holsat.  43.— Holstein. 

1783.  peuceduHifoUiifi,  Gilib.  Fl.  Lith.  v.  26L— W.  Russia. 

1782.  fceniciilaceus,  Gilib.  Fl.  Lith.  v.  261.— W.  Russia. 

1782.  dlvcrsifoUus,  Gilib.  Fl.  Lith.  v.  262.— W.  Russia. 

1786.  trichophi/Uus,  Chaix  in  Villars  Hist.  PL  Dauph.  i.  335.— France. 

1789.  capillaris,  Gater.  Pi.  Montauban,  102.— France. 

1789.  dicaricatus,  Schrank  Bniers.  Fl.  2.  104. — Bavaria. 

1789.  peltaius,  Schrank  Baiers.  FL  2.  103.— Bavaria. 

1794.  circinatns,  Sibth.  Fl.  Oxon.  175.— England. 

1795.  flaccidns,  Pers.  in  list.  Ann.  Bot.  14.  39.— Europe. 
1795.  rigidus,  Pers.  in  Ust.  Ann.  Bot.  14.  39. — Europe. 

1795.  wacrophyllm,  Pers.  in  Ust.  Ann.  Bot.  14.  39,  uon  Desf. — Europe. 

1796.  hedn-afolius,  Salisb.  Prodr.  373.— Europe. 

1798.  peucedanoides,  Desf.  Fl.  Atlaut.  1.  444  — N.  Africa. 

1799.  caspitosus,  Thuill.  Fl.  Par.  2nd  ed.  p.  279,  non  Wall.— France. 
1799.  capUlaceus,  Thuill.  FL  Par.  2ud  ed.  p.  278. — France. 

1804.  pumhis,  Poir.  End.  6.  133,  non  Thuill. — France. 
1804.  pantothrix,  Brot.  Fl.  Lusit.  2.  375.— N.  Portugal. 

1807.  ahrotaiiifoUiis,  Auct.  in  Pers.  Syn.  2.  106.— Germany. 

1808.  tripurtUus,  DC.  Ic.  PL  Gall.  rar.  p.  15.  t.  49.— W.  France. 
1818.  bUernatus,  Sm.  in  DC.  Regn.  Veg.  Syst.  Nat.  i.  237.— Str.  Ma- 
gellan, S.  America. 

1821.  ohtusijlonim,  S.  F.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  Br.  PL  ii.  721.— Britain. 

1822.  stayyialiUs,  Wallr.  Sched.  Crit.  285. — Germany. 

1824.  saulcuUfoliuH,  Viv.  FL  Lib.  p.  29.  t.  11.  fig.  2.— N.  Africa. 

1829.  liydrocharis,  Spenn.  Fl.  Friburg,  iv.  1007.— Germany. 

1830.  tenellm,  Viv.  PL  iEgypt.  Dub. ;  non  Gay,  nee  Nutt. — Egypt. 

1830.  omiophjllas.  Ten.  Fl.  Neapol.  iv.  338. — Italy. 

1831.  hydrophiliis,  Bunge,  En.  PL  Chin.  p.  2,  non  Gaudich.— China. 

1833.  pedinatus,  Dubois  Orleans,  ed.  ii.  no.  103».— France. 

1834.  paucistamineus,  Tausch  in  Flora,  xvii.  ii.  p.  525. — Bohemia. 
1834.  BavJdui,  Tausch  in  Flora,  xvii.  ii.  p.  525.— S.  Europe. 
1834.  coenosns,  Guss.  Fl.  Sic.  Suppl.  p.  187. — Sicily. 

1837.  Lenormavdi,  Schultz  in  Flora,  xx.  ii.  726.— France. 

1838.  renifonnis,  Desp.  Fl.  Sarth.  p.  3,  non  Wall. — France. 

1839.  Baudotii,  Godr.  Essai. — Sarrebourg. 

1839.  longirostris,  Godr.  Essai. — St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

1839.  rifjidus,  Godr.  Essai,  non  Pers. — Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

1840.  Petiveri,  Koch  in  Sturm  Deutschl.  Fl.  Hf.  82.  fig.— Europe. 

1840.  triphyllos,  Wallr.  in  Linn;ra,  14.  584.— Hartz. 

1841.  Bitvgei,  Steud.  Nomencl.  Bot.  2.  433.— China. 

1841.  affinis,  F.  Schultz  in  Flora,  xxiv.  ii.  558. — Orleans,  France. 
1812.  marinus,  Arrh.  and  Fr.  in  Fr.  Mant.  iii.  52. — Baltic  Sea. 
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1843.  minul/is,  Doll.  Reiiiisch.  Fl.  550,  non  Gay. — Europe. 

1844.  ololeucos,  Lloyd  Fl.  Loir.  .3. — France. 

1845.  Bacilli,  Wirtgen  in  Verh.  Nat.  Pruss.  Rhnld.  2.  22. — Germany. 

1846.  confervoides,  Fr.  Sum.  Veg.  Scand.  1.  139. — Lapland  and  Finland. 
1846.  intermedins,  Knaf  in  Flora,  xxix.  i.  289. — Boliemia. 

1848.  Drouetii,  Schultz  teste  Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  i.  24. — 

France. 
1848.  hlpontinumy  Schultz  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  i.  24. — France. 
1848.  villosum,  Schultz  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  i.  24. — France. 
1848.  confnsus,  Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  i.  22.— France. 
1848.  Riouii,  Lag-g.  in  Flora,  xxxi.  i.  49,  50. — Switzerland. 
1850.    Godronii,  Gren.  in  Schultz  Archiv.  169,  172  (nom.  sol.).— France. 
1852-3.  setif/erum,  Fr.  Bot.  UtH.  ex  llartman. — Scandinavia. 

1853.  radians.  Revel  in  Act.  Soc.  Linn.  Bord.  xix.  122. — France. 

1854.  hypotricluts,   Turcz,   in  Bull.   Mosc.   1854,    part    ii.    275. — Con- 

stantinople. 

1855.  fiorihindus,  Bab.  in  Ann.  Nat.  Hist.  ser.  2,  vol.  xvi.  p.  397. — 

England. 

1856.  trinacrius,  E.  and  A.  Huet  du  Pavilion  in  PI.  Sic.  n.  1. — Sicily. 

1856.  sph(Bros])errdus,  Boiss.  et  Blanche  in  Boiss.  Diagn.  ser.  ii.  n.  5. 

p.  6. — Syria. 

1857.  rJiipiphyllus,  Bast  in  Boreau,  Fl.  Cent.  Fr.  ed.  iii.  vol.  2,  p.  11. — 

Angers,  France. 
1859.  lutulentus,  Song,  et  Perr.  in  Not.  PI.  Sav. — Savoy. 
1861.  KocJiii,  Beurl.  in  Hartm.  Skand.  Fl.  8th  ed.  p.  95. — Scandinavia. 
1861.  Friesii,  Beurl.  in  Hartm.  Skand.  Fl.  8th  ed.  p.  95,  non  Hartm. — 

Scandinavia. 
1863.  penicillatum,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  12. — France  and  Belgium. 
1863.  truncutiim,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  11. — Flanders. 
1863.  aspergillifolinm,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  14. — Flanders. 
1863.  salsuginosum,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  14,  non  Pall. — Ostend. 
1867.  psendojiuitans,  Bab.  Br.  Bot.  6th  ed.  p.  7. —  Britain. 
1869.  stenopetalus,  Syme,  Rep.  Lond.  Exch.  Club,  1869,  p.  7,  non  Hook. 

— Britain. 
1869.  elongatus,  F.  Schultz  in  Billotia,  vol.  i.  cent.  38-40.  p.  113.— E. 

France. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SHORT  NOTES   AND    QUERIES. 

Nepenthes. — Dr.  Hooker  has  contributed  to  a  recent  number  of  '  Na- 
ture' the  following  summary  of  the  distribution  of  the  species  of  Nepenthes, 
which  genus  he  has  been  monographing  for  the  forthcoming  volume  of 
De  Candolle's  '  Prodromus.' — The  genus  Nepenthes  extends  from  Mada- 
gascar on  the  west  to  N.E.  Australia,  the  Louisiade  Archipelago,  and  New 
Caledonia  on  the  east ;  embracing  within  these  limits  thirty  species,  most 
of  which  have  well-marked  characters  in  the  pitcher,  but  which,  with  only 
two  exceptions,  present  a  wonderful  uniformity  in  the  structure  of  both 
flower  and  fruit.  It  has  two  foci  of  maximum  development ;  the  ]\Ialay 
Peninsula  (including  Sumatra),  and  Borneo,  in  both  of  which  localities  the 
species  are  not  only  more  numerous,  but  more  gigantic  than  in  any  other 
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country.  No  fewer  than  twenty-one  species  inhabit  these  two  countries, 
of  which  thirteen  are  coaiiuon  to  both  ;  but,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the 
intervening  ishind  of  Java  contains  but  one  representative  of  the  genus, 
and  that  a  totally  different  species  from  either  the  Bornean  or  the  ^la- 
layan ;  thus  contirraing  the  fact  first  brought  to  light  by  the  Dutch  natu- 
ralists, of  the  close  biological  relationship  between  the  two  former  locali- 
ties, to  the  exclusion  of  Java.  Only  one  species  has  a  wide  range,  the  N. 
phyllamphora,  which  extends  from  Sumatra  to  Borneo,  Amboyua,  China, 
etc.,  but  is  absent  from  the  island  of  Java. 

Proceeding  from  the  ^lalayan  islands  westwards,  we  find  one  species  in 
east  Bengal,  more  allied  to  the  Javanese  than  to  any  other ;  another  in  Cey- 
lon, the  old  N.  didillalorla  of  LinucEus  (a  name  long  usvu'ped  in  our  gardens 
by  the  Bengal  plant),  which  presents  the  first  departure  from  the  typical 
structure  of  the  genus,  having  a  spreading  paniculate  inflorescence ;  a 
character  shared  by  those  in  ]\Iadagascar  and  the  Seychelles.  Proceeding 
further  west  to  the  African  islands,  we  find  still  further  deviations  from 
the  type,  which  now  exteud  to  the  structure  of  the  seed  and  fruit ;  for 
whereas  all  the  eastern  species  have  very  long  appendages  to  the  seed, 
which  are  no  doubt  instrumental  in  its  dispersion,  these  appendages  are 
very  short  in  the  Madagascar  species,  and  are  wholly  absent  in  the  Sey- 
chelle  one  ;  which  thus  presents  a  case  analogous  to  that  of  the  preva- 
lence of  wingless  insects  on  oceanic  islets.  Lastly,  the  Seychelle  Islands 
species  further  differs  from  all  others  in  the  structure  of  its  ovary  and 
capsule. 

To  sum  up,  deviation  from  the  type  of  the  genus  commences  on  the 
western  confines  of  the  principal  centre  of  its  distribution,  namely  in  Cey- 
lon ;  and  the  initial  deviation,  that  met  with  in  the  Ceylon  species,  is  the 
slightest,  but  is  propagated  (so  to  speak)  westwards,  equally  characterizing 
the  two  African  islands  Pitcher-plants,  which  again  deviate  still  further 
from  the  type ;  the  maximum  deviation,  however,  occurs,  not  in  the  great 
sub-continental  Island  of  Madagascar,  where  the  endemic  species  has  a 
considerable  range;  but  in  the  very  small  oceanic  Archipelago  of  the  Sey- 
chelles, where  the  only  native  species  is  confined  to  the  one  mountain 
summit  of  one  island  of  the  group  ! 

The  only  other  fact  that  struck  me  as  bearing  upon  this  subject  of  dis- 
tribution is,  that  though  present  in  the  Seychelles,  the  genus  Nepenthes  is 
absent  from  the  Mascarene. group  (Mauritius,  Bourbon,  and  Eodrigues). 
This  is  only  one  instance  of  the  broad  distinction  that  exists  between  the 
vegetation  of  these  Archipelagos,  and  whicli  is  in  some  way  connected  with 
the  fact  that  the  ]Mascarene  group  is  volcanic,  the  Seychelles  group  formed 
of  granite  and  quartz,  Coincident  and  perhaps  co-ordinate  with  these 
phenomena  of  plant  distribution,  geographical  position,  and  geological 
structure,  are  the  facts  that  the  flora  of  the  Seychelle  Archipelago  is  more 
Asiatic,  and  the  floralae  of  its  several  islets  very  uniform ;  whilst  the 
flornlcB  of  the  islets  of  the  Mascarene  Archipelago  dift'er  wonderfully,  and 
in  their  totality  are  more  African  than  Indian.  The  flora  of  the  Mascarene 
group  may  hence  be  regarded  either  as  a  very  ancient  outlying  province  of 
the  African,  or  as  consisting  of  a  more  Tnodern  assemblage  of  plants,  de- 
rived at  various  periods  from  Africa,  but  subsequently  much  altered  by 
causes  operating  in  the  several  islets;  or  more  probaljly  its  peculiarities 
are  attributable  to  both  causes.  Long  as  the  Mascarene  and  Seychelle 
islets  have  been  colonized,  under  Dutch,  French,  and  English  rule,  their 
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floras  are  still  very  imperfectly  known  ;  so  much,  however,  of  Mascarene 
botany  is  known,  as  to  show  that  its  relations  with  those  of  the  Seychelle 
group  and  Madagascar,  and  the  relations  of  all  these  with  India  and  Africa, 
are  most  complicated,  and  present  one  of  the  most  puzzling  problems  in 
Phytogeographical  Science. 


Empetrum  nigrum,  I. — In  reply  to  the  Hon.  J.  L.  "Warren's  inquiry 
(p.  7),  concerning  this  plant,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  find  it  tolerably  abun- 
dant on  Cannock  Chase,  Staffordshire.  Cannock  Chase  is  mostly  a  wild  flat 
moorland,  with  only  one  or  tw^o  slight  elevations.  Empetrum  also  grows 
on  Sutton  Coldfield,  generally  here  by  ninning  streams  ;  both  these  stations 
are  recorded  by  Purton  in  his  '  Midland  Flora'  (1818).  I  also  find  an- 
other truly  montane  plant  in  both  these  localities, —  Vaccinhan  Vitis-Idaa, 
— rather  plentiful  and  of  vigorous  growth  on  Cannock  Chase,  and  scat- 
tered and  more  stunted  in  habit  on  Sutton  Coldfield.  In  the  marshes  of 
Cannock  Chase  and  the  bogs  of  Sutton  Vaccinium  Oxycoccus  occurs.  '  I 
have  no  doubt  that  at  one  time  all  the  country  between  Cannock  and. 
Sutton  has  been  one  large  moorland.  At  Sutton,  too,  I  find  two  IMosscs 
which  may  be  considered  as  truly  montane  species,  viz.  Amhlyodon  deal- 
batus  and  Ilypnuni  commututum,  var.  condensatum. — Jajies  Bagnall. 


The  First  Synthesis  of  a  Vegetable  Alkaloid  has  just  been 
announced  by  Dr.  Hugo  Schift",  of  Florence  ('  Reports  of  the  Berlin  Che- 
mical Society,'  vol.  iii.  p.  946).  "When  alcoholic  ammonia  acts  at  a  tem- 
perature not  above  100°  C,  on  butyraldehyd,  two  bases  are  produced, — • 
one,  dibutyraldine,  having  the  following  composition  : — 

CgHi^NO  =  2C4H8O   +  NH3  -  H2O. 

Dibutyraldine.      Butyraldehyd. 

By  the  dry  distillation  of  dibutyraldine  there  is  produced,  among  other 
products,  a  final  one,  which  is  found  to  possess  all  the  characteristic  pro- 
perties of — in  fact,  to  be  identical  with — conia,  the  active   principle  of 
Hemlock  (^Coniu?u  maculatam^.     The  reaction  takes  place  as  follows  : — 
CgHi^NO  =  H3O  +   CgHijN. 

Dibutyraldine.  Conia. 

— Walter  Flight. 


Xanthium  spinosum. — Mrs.  Sankey,  of  Dover,  has  recently  sent  me 
a  specimen  of  this  plant  gathered  at  Beckley,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Hastings,  in  a  hop-garden. — W.  W.  Saunders. 

Vegetable  Broom-materials. — The  different  vegetable-materials 
employed  for  making  brooms  and  brushes  are  often  the  objects  of  inquiry, 
though  they  have  been  pretty  well  ascertained.  Brooms  used  for  sweeping 
the  streets,  and  also  coarse  scrubbing-brushes,  are  made  with  Piassaba 
fibre,  which  consists  of  the  detached  libro-vascular  bundles  at  the  base  of 
the  petioles  of  a  Brazilian  Palm  {Atlalea  ftuiifera,  Mt.),  forming  what  is 
techuicallv  called  the  7-eticidnm.  A  finer  fibre  is  obtained  from  another 
Palm,  Leopoldinia  Fiass(id(/.&oker  scrubbing-brushes  are  made  of  Cocoa- 
nut  fibre,  the  "  coir  "  of  commerce.  Carpet  brooms  and  some  kinds  of 
clothes  brushes  are  made  of  the  panicles  of  the  Broom-corn  (Sor//huni 
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rnhjore,  Pers.),  after  the  ^raiii  lias  been  detaclied.  (The  axes  of  the  female 
spikes  of  another  grass,  Zea  Mays,  L.,  are  sold  in  London  under  the  name 
of  "French  firelights,"  at  the  rate  of  twelve  a  penny).  Fine  hand- 
brushes  for  clothes  are  said  to  be  made  in  Italy  from  the  long  fibrous 
roots  (rhizomes)  of  a  grass,  Androjwijon  TschcBiniim,  L.  (Jury's  Report 
Internat.  Ex.h.  18(33,  Class  4,  C,  p.  19).  A  similar  product  of  another 
species,  A.  muricatum,  is  the  well-known  khus-khus  or  veti-vert  of  per- 
fumers. In  the  VVest  of  France  I  have  seen  brooms  for  sale  made  of  the 
hanlm  of  a  species  of  Caiuelina, — a  way,  no  doubt,  of  working  up  a  waste 
product  in  the  cultivation  of  an  oil-plant.  Finally,  I  learnt  at  Round- 
stone  in  Connemara  that  the  beautifid  Ei'ica  hibernica,  Syme,  locally 
known  as  French  Heath,  is  found,  from  its  miniature  tree-like  growth,  to 
make  capital  brooms. — W.  T.  TiiisELTON  Dyer. 


Perthshire  Plants. — In  the  report  of  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Edinburgh  Botanical  Society  (p.  2<5),  Dr.  Dickson  and  ]\Ir.  Sadler  are 
recorded  to  have  found  (Emudhe  pimpinelloides  and  Flmpinella  magna  in 
Perthshire.  By  the  kindness  of  the  latter  botanist  I  have  been  favoured 
with  specimens  of  both  plants.  He  says  that  they  grew  near  Hamilton 
House,  in  meadow-ground  by  the  side  of  a  burn,  in  company  with  P. 
Saxifraga  and  Biniium  jiexuosmn.  Mr.  Sadler  adds  that  he  first  collected 
jP.  wr/^;/a  there  in  1858  and  believes  it  had  been  previously  observed; 
he  considers  both  plants  to  be  "  truly  wild."  Mr.  Watson,  who  has  seen 
specimens  from  Perthshire  collected  by  Dr.  Dewar,  brackets  province  15 
{vide  '  Compendium,'  p.  190),  intimating  a  suspicion  of  the  species  having 
been  introduced  there.  Whatever  may  be  the  real  state  of  the  case  as 
regards  this  species,  which  certainly  occurs  in  Yorksliire  and  Durham 
('  Comp.'  1.  c),  any  grounds  of  suspicion  with  regard  to  it  must  hold  with  still 
greater  force  in  the  case  of  (Z*.  pimjiindloides,  a  plant  restricted  to  South 
England  (north  limit,  Worcester  and  Suffolk,  '  Comp.'  p.  192),  and  with  a 
strong  bias  for  low  coast  districts.  An  outlying  station  so  distant  from 
the  main  area  of  the  species  must  remain  under  a  suspicion  of  introduction 
by  human  agency,  at  all  events  till  some  approach  towards  a  bridge  over 
the  gap  is  made  by  the  discovery  of  intermediate  localities.*  It  is  to  be 
wished  that  some  of  the  many  local  botanists  of  Scotland  would  carefully 
and  impartially  investigate  the  rather  numerous  cases  where  more  or  less 
of  doubt  rests  upon  the  real  nativity  of  species  in  the  northern  portion  of 
Great  Britain.  The  addition  of  a  species  to  the  flora  of  any  district  is  of 
no  greater  scientific  importance  than  the  exclmiou  of  one  by  the  demon- 
stration of  a  fallacy  in  its  claims  to  nativity.  Ms.  Watson  has  done 
excellent  service,  if  he  has  applied  his  tests  rigorously,  in  admitting  into 
his  summaries  no  alleged  facts  which  Avill  not  bear  a  thorough  scrutiny. 
The  form  of  Phapiuella  magna  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Sadler  is  one  with  the 
leaflets  cut  into  linear  segments,  of  which  I  have  also  seen  specimens  from 
Kent  and  Hertfordshire ;  it  has  a  very  dilferent  aspect  to  the  normal 
form,  and  was  distinguished  by  Morison  (Hist.  Oxon.  vol.  iii.  p.  284) 
and  J.  Sherard   (Ray,  Syn.  ed.  iii.    p.  213),    but    has  dropped  out  of 

*  Since  this  was  written  I  have  seen  in  tlio  '  Scottish  Naturalist '  (p.  21)  a 
remark  by  Mr.  Dawson  that  "a  number  of  curious  plants  growing  near  Hamilton 
House"  were  "  probably  introduced  by  the  late  Mr.  Buchanan  Hamilton."  This 
may  be  considered  strong  additional  ground  for  distrust,  and  to  turn  the  scale 
against  the  claim  of  CE.  pimpinelloides. 


Ni 


SHORT    NOTES    AND    QUEUIES.  o3 

iiolice  ill  inodcrn  British  Floras.  A  parallel  variety  oeciirs  in  P.  Suxifrnr/a 
as  1  have  seen  in  Cheshire  specimens.  Mr.  Sadler  has  also  kindly  sent 
ine  a  specimen  of  the  Centaurea  from  the  Ocliil  (not  Jc/ul,  as  printed  at 
p.  28)  Hills.  It  is  a  rayed  plant,  and  one  of  the  iiiiraerous  intermediates 
between  typical  C.  Jacea  and  C.  nigra,  which  have  been  collectively  called 
C.  nifftrscens,  hut  divided  into  many  "species"  by  Boreau  and  other 
French  botanists.  This  Perthshire  plant  is,  of  the  extremes,  nearer 
C.  Jacea  than  C.  nigra,  the  upper  phyllary-appendasies  being  more  lace- 
rated than  pectinate,  and  quite  covering  the  phyllaries  themselves.  Mr. 
Sadler  has  named  it  C  pratensis,  Thuill.,  a  sufficiently  accurate  deter- 
mination if  we  may  trust  Billot's  and  other  published  (Jontinental  speci- 
mens. Its  different  aspect  and  involucres  distinguish  it  from  the  usual 
South  and  West  of  England  rayed  form,  which  is,  perhaps,  C.  serotina 
of  Boreau,  wi-ougly  quoted  as  a  synonym  of  C  auiara,  L.,  in  Gren.  and 
Godr.  Fl.  de  France,  vol.  ii.  p.  240,  from  which  it  is  very  different. — 
Henry  Trimen. 


Ambrosia  peruviana,  WiUd. — In  1863  I  met  with  a  single  individual 
of  this  species  in  a  stubble  field  at  Margate,  Kent.  Very  much  puzzled 
what  to  make  of  it,  I,  by  chance,  showed  it  to  Dr.  Seemann,  who  imme- 
diately recognized  it  as  a  South  American  weed  he  was  quite  familiar 
with. — W.  T.  TnisiiLTON  Dyer. 


"Babington's  curse  "  (p.  24.) — Perhaps  this  name  is  a  reminiscence 
of  a  passage  in  the  Rev.  Charles  Kingsley's  'Miscellanies,'  vol.  i.  p.  181. 
Describing  the  vegetation  of  a  chalk-stream,  he  proceeds  : — "  To  this  list 
will  soon  be  added  our  Transatlantic  curse,  Tiabingtonia  diaholicn,  alias 
AiiacJiaris  Ahinadrnm.  It  has  already  (18.58)  ascended  the  Thames  as 
high  as  Reading;  and  a  few  years  more,  owing  to  the  present  aqua  viva- 
rium mania,  will  see  it  filling  every  mill-head  in  England,  to  the  torment 
of  all  millers.  Young  ladies  are  assured  that  the  only  plant  for  their 
vivariums  is  a  sprig  of  JiiacJiaris,  for  which  they  pay  sixpence — the  market 
value  being  that  of  a  wasp,  flea,  or  other  scourge  of  the  human  race ;  and 
"when  the  vivarium  fails,  its  contents,  AiiacJiaris  arul  ;ill,  are  tost  into  the 
nearest  ditch  ;  for  which  the  said  young  lady  ought  to  be  fined  five  pounds, 
and  wovdd  be  if  Governments  governed.  What  an  '  if!'"  It  is  almost  a 
dangerous  experiment  to  parody  so  closely  formal  botanical  names  ;  syno- 
nyms have  been  quoted  pedantically  quite  as  absurd. — U  .  T.  Thisel- 
ton  Dyer. 


Alyssum  incanum,  L. — In  answer  to  j\Ir.  Watson's  question  in  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  883,  1  beg  to  say  that  I  picked  a  single  specimen  of  Jlyssntii 
incanum  in  a  clover-field  about  two  miles  from  Ross,  Herefordshire,  in  the 
sunmier  of  either  ISGG  or  ISTiT.  The  plant  was  solitary;  nor  liave  I 
noticed  it  before  or  since  in  the  same  localitv. — Augustin  Lev. 


Galium  tuicorne.  Willi.,  is  usually  described  as  having  umbellate 
cymes  with  only  1-3  flowers.  In  examples,  however,  which  I  met  witli 
in  a  potato-fieid  at  Garden  Cliff,  Gloucestershire,  the  cymes  are  com- 
pound with  as  many  as  nine  pedicels,  not  always  equally  fruit-bearing, 
though  in   most  instances  both  the  cocci  arc  developed.  —  \V.  T.  TiiiSEL- 

TON    DVKR. 
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Queries. — 8.  What  is  tlie  use  of  the  white  hairs  on  the  inside  of  the 
corolla  of  the  Foxglove  ? 

9.  Seeing  that  yellow  flowers  scarcely  ever  have  white  varieties,  what 
is  the  explanation  of  the  curious  "  fading  "  of  the  golden  petals  of  many 
species  oi  Ranunculus  to  snow-white? 

10.  In  herbariums,  when  there  is  change  of  colour  in  flowers,  it  is  or- 
dinarily to  a  mahogany  brown.  Why  do  the  crimson  Erica  cinerea, 
Lijthrum  Salicaria,  Lagerstroemia,  and  others,  tarn  purple  ? 

11.  Are  the  leaves  o{ Fraxinus  excehior  simple  or  compound?  I  have 
found  young  ones  with  the  leaflets  perfectly  confluent,  as  in  an  ordinary 
pinnatifid  leaf;  but,  when  the  foliage  falls  in  autumn,  every  leaflet  disarticu- 
lates from  the  rachis.     Can  a  simple  leaf  change  into  a  compound  one  ? 

12.  What  measure  is  there  for  the  belief  held  by  some  that  the  leaves 
of  Ranunculus  Lingua,  R.  Flammula,  and,  I  suppose,  all  the  other  linear- 
leaved  species  in  this  genus,  are  only  phyllodia  ?  Will  the  same  reasoning 
apply  to  the  leaves  of  Bupleurum  ? 

13.  What  is  the  internal  and  highly  elastic  thread  in  the  stems  of  many 
little  CaryophyllacecB,  also  in  Veronica  htderifolia,  Claytonia,  etc.  ?  and 
what  is  the  purpose  of  the  elasticity  ? 

14.  Does  the  foliage  of  the  common  Asparagus  consist  of  true  leaves  ? 
If  not,  what  are  those  innumerable  green  bristles  ? 

15.  Coltsfoot,  when  in  bloom,  has  its  capitulnm  quite  erect.  Subse- 
quently, while  the  fruit  is  ripening,  it  is  pendulous.  Eventually,  when 
the  beautiful  globe  of  silky  pappus  is  developed,  it  is  erect  again.  What 
is  the  physiological  cause  of  the  middle  condition  ? 

16.  CaprifoliacetE  are  said  to  be  distinguished  from  Cinchonacece  by  the 
want  of  stipules.  What  are  the  organs  which  every  learner  calls  stipules 
on  the  petioles  of  Viburnum  Opnlus? 

17.  Why  is  Rumex  said  to  have  a  single  perianth,  in  two  whorls,  when, 
to  all  appearance,  the  flower  is  formed  of  a  distinct  calyx  and  corolla, — 
the  six  pieces  similar  in  colour  and  texture,  as  in  the  Rushes  and  Lilies  ? 
— L.  H.  Grindon. 

18.  Cypripedium  Calceolus.— Prof.  H.  G.  Eeichenbach,  in  describ- 
ing a  new  Orchis  in  the  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle'  (1870),  p.  1342,  says 
a  propos  of  the  extirpation  of  Orchide?e,  "  If  we  had  the  acquaintance  of 
some  magistrates  in  Ocana  we  would  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Yorkshire 
system,  where  the  peasants  are  told  to  prevent  the  extirpation  of  Ci/pri- 
pedium  Calceolus  in  a  not  very  civil  but  very  successful  manner."  W  liut 
is  this  system  or  manner  ? — Henry  Trimen. 
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NEW  SPECIES  OF  PHANEROGAMOUS  PLANTS  PUBLISHED 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1870. 

The  following  is  an  alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  new  genera  and  spe- 
cies published  during  the  past  year  (1870)  in  these  periodicals  : — '  Bo- 
tanical Magazine,'  *  Floral  Magazine,'  "•  Gardener's  Chronicle,'  Hooker's 
'  Icones  Plantarum,'  '  Journal  of  Botany,'  and  '  Rcfngium  Botanicum.'  The 
'  Journal  of  the  Linnean   Society,'  and  proceedings  of  other  scientific 
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bodies  have  not  been  included.  In  most  cases  only  the  diagnostic  cha- 
racters and  native  conntry  have  been  quoted,  lengtliy  descriptions  and 
other  details  being  omitted.  To  save  unnecessary  repetition,  in  the 
case  of  species  first  described  in  this  Journal  a  reference  to  the  page  of 
last  year's  volume  is  all  that  is  given. 

Amaryllis  (Hippeastrum)  Leopoldii,  Eort.  Velkli.  {Aiuart/lU- 
dacefe)  (aff.  A.  pardinre).  Not  described. —  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  733 
and  fig.  141)  ;  also  figured  in  Flor.  Mag.  plates  iTo,  476. 

Aphanocalyx,  Olh.  cjen.  nov.  {^LecjuininoHrp,  Cfesalpiniere).  Calyx  ob-~ 
soletus  V.  ad  dentes  minutos  reductus.  Petalum  1  posticutn,  bracteolas 
superans,  obovato-cuneatum  ;  petala  lateralia  et  postica  obsoleta,  v.  inter- 
dum  petalum  1  laterale  posticxira  suhsequans  v.  eodem  breviiis.  Stamina 
10,  omnia  antherifeia ;  filamenta  filiforraia,  glabra,  libera  v.  basi  leviter 
coalila  ;  antlierse  parvse,  late  ellipticae,  versatiles,  longitudinaliter  dehis- 
centes.  Ovarium  dense  pilosum,  bre^dter  stipitatum,  biovulatum  ;  stylus 
filiformis;  stigma  terminale  capitatum.  Legumen  .  .  . — Arbor  inermis, 
intlorescentia  excepta  glabra ;  foliola  nnijuga,  coriacea,  2-3-nervosa. 
Flores  in  racemis  brevibus  axillaribus  congest!.  Bracteae  scariosae,  de- 
cidua3 ;  bracteolpe  alabastrum  bivalvatim  iucludentes  mucronulatae,  per 
anthesin  persistentes. 

A.  CYNOMETROiDES,  Oliv.  sp.  uiiica. — Hab.  Mount  John,  Kongui 
Eiver,  West  Tropical  Africa.  Flowering  in  September,  G.  Maun. — Hook. 
Ic.  Plant,  t.  1066. 

Artabotrys  Hongkongensis,  Hance  CAtwnace/s). — Fide  Joiini. 
Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  71. 

Asparagus  virgatus,  BnJcer  {Liliacere,  Asparaginea^ ;  fruticosa, 
erecta,  4-3-pedalis,  caule  primario  diuiidio  iuferiore  nudo,  dimidio  sune- 
riore  copiose  divaricatim  ramoso,  ramulis  gracilibus  virgatis  angulatis 
sulcatis,  foliis  minutis  inconspicuis  lauceolatis  membranaceis  calcare  mdlo 
niodo  spinoso,  cladodiis  ternis  setiformibus  mncronatis  erecto-patentibus 
internodiis  subtequantibus  facile  deciduis,  floribus  sparsis  solitariis  e  nodis 
plerisque  efoliatis  nutantibus,  pedicellis  brevibus  gracilibus  infra  medium 
articulatis. — Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. 
Next  Asparagopsis  scoparia,  Kuiith. — Ref.  Bot.  t.  214. 

Barleria  Mackenii,  Hook.f.  {Acanthacea) ;  glaberrima,  caule  ob- 
tuse 4-gono,  foliis  recurvis  anguste  ovato-  vel  elliptico-lauceolatis  sul)- 
acutis  peliolatis  tenuissinie  strigiUosis  iutegerrimis,  lU)ribus  termiualibus 
paucis  in  axillis  supremis,  bracteis  parvis  subulatis,  sepalis  exterioribus 
amplis  late  ovato-  vel  rotundato-cordatis  obtusis  vcnosis,  iuteriorilius 
parvis  e  basi  ovato  subulato-acuminatis,  corollaj  purpure;i3  tubo  infuiuli- 
buUformi  calycem  aequante,  linibi  lobis  subsequaliter  rotundatis  basi  atro- 
purpureis,  staniinodiis  3,  3  lateraliter  minutis  subulatis  intermedio  lato 
apiculato  approximatis. — Hab.  Natal,  Hort.  Kew.,  sent  by  .Mr.  M'Ken. 
—Bot.  Mag.  t.  5866. 

Bothriospora,  Hook.  f.  gen.  nov.  {Rablac.efe,  Ilaineliere).  Calycis 
tubus  obcouicns ;  limbi  lobi  4  v.  5,  oblongi,  obtusi,  erecti,  persistentes. 
CoroHa  breviter  infundibulitbruiis,  fere  rotata,  fauce  villosa  ;  lobi  4-5, 
oblongi,  obtusi,  quincunciales.  Stamina  5,  fanci  corollee  iuserta,  tila- 
mentis  filiforniibus  exsertis  basi  pilosis;  anthene  breves,  oblongfr,  dorso 
insert??,  utrinque  obtusic,  recurvsc.  Discns  aunuUiris.  Ovarium  4-  v.  5- 
locnlare;  stylus  ereetus,  stigmatibus  4  v.  5  liucaribus  erectis  obtusis; 
ovula  pcrplurima,  placentis  tumidis    axi  ovarii    peltatim  affixis  inserta. 
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Bacca  parva,  siibglobosa,  succulenta,  4-5-locularis,  polysperma.  Semina 
minuta,  obloiiga,  testa  coriacea  profuiide  foveolata,  albumine  caruoso ; 
embryo  subcyliiidricus. — Arbor  v.  frutex  elatus,  cortice  deciduo,  raraulis 
temubus  terelibus  ultirais  et  infloresceiitia  piibesceutibus.  Folia  opposita, 
petiolata,  ovato-oblonga.  Stipulse  intrapetiolares,  laiiceolatae,  cito  deciduse. 
Cynue  ad  apices  ramonira  terminales,  3-chotorae  ramosae.  Floras  parvi, 
iimbellati,  albi,  pedicello  apice  2-braLteolato.     Bacca  liava, 

B.  CORYMBOSA,  Hook.f.  (Euosmia  corpnbosa,  Benth.  in  Hook.  Journ. 
Bot.  iii.  219;  Walp.  Rep.  ii.  489). — Hab.  North  Brazil  and  Guiana, 
river  Tintaro,  Scliomburgk,  1838,  and  Eio  Branco,  Schomburgk,  n.  794. 
Mouth  of  the  Soliinoes  at  its  junction  with  the  Amazons,  Spruce,  January, 
IS o\.— Rook.  Ic.  Vlant.  t.  1069. 

Brachystelma  (Dich.elia)  ovata,  Oliver  {A^clepiadaceai)  ;  mnlti- 
caule,  caulibus  erectis  di-trichotomis  cum  foliis  crispule  piibescentil)us, 
fuliis  parvis  caulinis  ovatis  ovato-lanceolatisve  breviter  petiolatis,  floribiis 
in  nodis  solitariis  brevissime  pedunculatis  decurvis,  corollse  tubo  brevis- 
simo,  laciniis  limbi  anguste  lineari-attenuatis  apice  incurvis  coliserentibus 
extus  scabride  puberulis,  corona  staminea  lobis  exterioribus  brevibus  basi 
subquadratis  divaricatim  bilidis,  interioribus  integris  ovatis  obtnsis. — Hab. 
Colesberg,  South  Africa,  Mr.  Arnott  in  Hort.  ¥.e\y.—Ref.  Bot.  t.  226. 

Brassia  farinifera,  Lhid.  et  Rnchh.  f.  {Orchidacece)  ;  glumacea, 
brachysepala,  brachypetala,  hibello  pandurato  antice  emarginato  cum  den- 
ticulate interposito,  limbo  antice  scrrnlato,  callis  prostratis  angulatis, 
velutinis  geminis  in  basi,  denticulis  prsepositis,  area  farinosa  semicirculari 
anteposita.- — ^Hab.  Discovered  by  Mr.  Waliis  in  Ecuador,  and  sent  by 
M.  Linden,  of  Brussels. —  Gard.  'CJimn.  1870,  p.  923. 

Calochortl's  Leichtlinii,  7/oo/!-./.  {Liliacece);  humilis,  foliis  gra- 
mineis  \  poll,  latis  longe  vaginantibns  dorso  rotundatis  facie  concavis 
anguste  aciiminatis  glauco-viridibus,  margiuibus  incurvis,  scapo  gracili 
foliis  pauUo  longiore  2-3-floro,  spathis  foliis  consimilibus,  floribus  2^ 
poll.  diam.  late  campanulatis,  sepalis  ovato-lanceolatis  recurvis  dorso 
medio  fuscis,  petalis  demura  reflexis  latissime  obovato-cuneatis  apiciilatis 
marginibus  vix  erosis  albis  plaga  parva  purpurea  supra  foveam  nectari- 
feram  |-circularcra,  basin  versus  extus  gibbosis  intus  pauciciliatis,  an- 
theris  flavis  obtusis,  ovario  lineari-oblongo,  stylo  brevi,  stigmatibus  3 
brevibus  recurvis. — Hab.  California,  Hort.  Kew.,  from  Eoczl,  commu- 
nicated by  Hcrr  Leichtlin. — Bot.  Mckj.  t.  5862  ;  also  figured  in  Flor.  Mcuj. 
plates  509,  510. 

Cassia  (Cham.esenxa)  crassiramea,  Benth.  {Ler/iiminosfn,  Cass/eo')  ; 
frnticosa,  glaberrima,  aphylla,  ramis  valde  incrassatis,""pednncnlis  ad  nodos 
solitariis  bifloris,  antheris  vix  rostratis,  legumine  lineari  (piano?). — Closely 
allied  to  C.  (ip]iylla,Ca\. — Hab.  South  America. — Hook.  Ic.  Tlaut.  1. 1063. 

Cattleya  vell'tina,  Reichb.  f.  {Orclddacea)  ;  perigonio  bene  cori- 
aceo,  sepalis  lignlatis  acutis  recurvis,  petalis  cuneato-oblongis  acutis  liinc 
lobosis,  lab(  Hi  laciniis  lateralibns  liumilliniis  semiovatis  columnam  involven- 
tibus  dorso  libcram,  lacinia  antica  ovata  subacuta  denticulata  vcnis  omni- 
bus discoque  velutinis. — Perhaps  a  hybrid  between  C.  Walkeriana,  Gard., 
and  C.  ScUlleriana,  Eeichb.  f.  Hab.  Probably  Brazilian,  having  been 
leceived  in  a  collection  obtained  through  an  agent  whose  headquarters  are 
at  llio.     The  sepals  are  naturally  recurved. —  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  140. 

Cereus  fulgidus,  Hook.f.  {Cactacea) ;  caulc  elongate  gracili  ramose, 
internodiis  elongatis  1  jjoII.  diam.  profuude  3-4-genis,  angulis  compressis 


NEW    SPECIES    OF    PHANEROGAMOtTS    PLANTS.  57 

margine  obtusis  fasoiculato-spinosis,  spinis  ad  10  parvis  gracilibu?,  areob's 
tomentosis,  floril)US  6-8  poll,  diam.,  calyois  tiibo  3-4-pollicari  cyliiidrico 
hirsuto,  bracteolis  pawls  ovato-lauceolatis  incurvis  rubris  obsito,  foliolis 
calycinis  3-4-seriatis  lanceolatis  recurvis  acuminatis  pallide  coccineis 
externis  angustioribus,  coroUinis  2-3-senatis  obovato-oblongis  suberertis 
apiculalis  sanguiueis  fulgidis,  starainibus  petalls  brevioribus,  stylo  stami- 
nibiis  longiore,  stigmatibus  ad  15  subulatis  radiantibus. — llovt.  Kevv.,  of 
unknown  history  ;  perhaps  a  hybrid  between  C.  Pltajaya,  Jacq.,  and  some 
scarlet-flowered  Cactus. — Bot.  Mag.  t.  5856. 

Cissus  PAUCIDENTATA,  Enid  (Fltaceie) . — Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  374. 

C.  SEXANGULAKis,  Ernst.  —  Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  3H. 

Clematis  (Flammula)  CiESARiATA,  Ranee  (Ranimmlaceae) . —  Vide 
/oM?-«.  5o^.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  71. 

Ccelogyne  fsittacina,  rar.  Huttoni,  i?«"/c7?/^./.  {OrcJiiderp) ;  labelli 
lacinia  antica  cuueato-oblouga  nee  cordata,  carina  in  uervo  medio  melius 
expressa  ;  pseudobulbus  5-6  pollices  altus,  costis  validis  septem  obtusis, 
pyriformis,  diphyllus ;  folium  plicatum,  cuneato-oblongiim,  aciitum,  ultra 
pedale  ;  pedunculus  (?)  ;  sepala  ligulata,  acuta,  pallide  viridia,  valde  cari- 
uata  ;  petala  linearia,  acuminata  ;  labellum  tritiduin  ;  lacinisc  lateraies  semi- 
ovatse,  antice  acutangulse,  lacinia  media  cuneato-ovata  acuta;  carinuhe 
transversse  acutangulse,  biseriatae  in  basi  confluentes,  anterius  usque  in 
basin  laciniaB  anticse  divergentes,  utrinque  biscriatae,  seria  mediana  valde 
obliterata ;  color  albus,  laciuiae  lateraies  fusco  pictae,  fundus  rufus,  cari- 
nulae  omnes  atro-brunneae ;  columna  trigona,  antice  super  androclinium 
expansa,  superue  denticulata,  albida  autica  flava,  lineis  brunneis  geminis 
antica  sub  fovea,  foveas  limbus  inferne  bidentatus. — Very  nearly  related  to 
Crelogyne  speciusa,  Lindl.,  yet  widely  ditt'ering  both  in  colour  and  in  the 
crests.  Originally  only  known  from  Amboyna.  Obtained  fi-om  ^lessrs. 
Veitch,  who  got  it  from  their  lamented  collector,  Hutton. — Gard.  Chro)i. 
1870,  p.  1053. 

Cotyledon  (Echeveria)  atropurpurea,  Baker  {CrassuJacere)  ; 
breviter  caulescens,  glabra,  foliis  dense  rosulatis  atropurpureis  glaucis 
obovato-spathulatis  ultra  duplo  lo'iigioribus  qnam  latis  acutis  dimidio 
inferiore  spathulatira  angustatis,  ramornm  floriferorum  confertis  valde 
reductis,  floribus  20-25  subaequilateraliter  racemosis,  bractcis  lincaribus 
pedicellis  patcntibus  subiequantibus,  sepalis  lanceolatis  requalibus  patulis 
corolla  saturate  rubra  distincte  pentagona  subtriplo  brevioribus.  —  Hab. 
Mexico  ?   Hort.  Saunders,  from  M.  De  Smet,  of  (Jhent.— 7?^/".  Bot.  t.  IDS. 

C.  (Echeveria)  caknicolor.  Baker;  acaulia,  glabra,  foliis  dense 
rosulatis  crassis  oblanceolato-spathulatis  triplo  longioribus  qnam  latis 
acutis  pallide  glauco-rubris,  raraorum  floriferorum  nnmcrosis  confertis, 
floribus  6-12  in  racemum  seqnilaterale  modice  densum  dispositis,  bractcis 
lincaribus,  pedicellis  erccto-patentibus  brevioribus,  sepalis  lanceolatis  snb- 
fT^qualibus,  corf)lla  cocciiiea  distincte  pentagona  triplo  brevioribus. — Hah. 
Mexico?  Hort.  Saunders.— i?/^/".  Bot.  t.  199. 

C.  DECiPiENS,  Baker ;  acaulis,  glabra,  foliis  parvis  pallide  viridibus 
subteretibus  obtusis  basi  auriculatis,  ramorum  sterilium  numerosis  densis, 
ramornm  floriferorum  laxioribus  similibus  erccto-patentibus,  floribus  12- 
15  in  corymbum  densum  ramis  scorpioideis  dispositis,  pedicellis  sub- 
ntdlis,  sepalis  linearibus  sequalibus  ascendentibus  corolla  alba  nullo  modo 
pentagona  duplo  brevioribus,  corolkc  scgmeutis   falcato-patentibus  lubo 
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sequantibiis. — Hab.  Peru,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Farris.      Habit  of 
a  SeJiim  of  tlie  rcflexnm  set. — Ri'f.  Bot.  t.  200. 

CoURSETiA  eriaxtha,  Hfutli.  {LegumhwHfje  Galegece)  ;  fruticosn, 
foliis  uniloliolatis,  foliolo  late  ovato  v.  orbiculari  basi  late  cordato  subtus 
albo-tomeutoso,  racemis  axillaribus  laxe  2-4-floris,  calycis  laciniis  e  basi 
lata  subulatis,  vexillo  toraeutoso. — Hab.  La  Eonca,  at  an  elevation  of 
9-10,000  ft.,  Pearce.— ffooy?-.  Ic.  Plant,  p.  52. 

C.  ORBicuL.\Kis,  Be)ilh.;  frutioosa,  foliis  uiiifoliolatis,  foliolo  sub- 
orbiculari  subtus  albo-tonientoso,  pedieellis  axillaribus  1-3-nis,  peduiicido 
conirauni  subniillo,  calycis  laciniis  lanceolatis,  vexillo  glabro. — Hab. 
Pampas  (of  Bolivia  ?),  at  an  elevation  of  8-9000  ft.,  Pearce. — Hook.  Ic. 
Plant,  t.  1065. 

CucuMis  HooKERi,  Naudin  {Cucurbitacere) ;  annuus,  multicaulis ;  fla- 
gellis  bimetralibus,  gracilibns,  scaberrimis ;  foliis  profunde  5-lobatis,  lobis 
obtusis  crenulato-denticulatis,  sinubus  inter  lobos  rotundatis ;  Horibns 
luteolis ;  fructibus  polliceni  humanum  crassitudine  sequantibus  aut  paulo 
superantibus,  ovoideo-cylindricis,  dense  aculeatis,  colorem  purpureo-fus- 
cum  quum  adoleverunt  indueiitibus,  lineolis  albis  circiter  decern  longi- 
tudinaliter  fasciatis. — Hab.  From  the  interior  of  Africa. — Gard.  Chron. 
1870,  p.  1503. 

Dendrobidm  chrysotis,  Reichb.  f.  iOrclddece)  (aff.  Bendrobio  fim- 
briato,  Wall.) ;  petalis  ligulatis  obtuse-acutis,  labello  cuneato  oblongo 
rhombeo,  alte  finibriato,  insulis  asperis  velutinis  utrinque  in  unguis  basi, 
callo  transverso  per  unguem,  tota  superficie  bene  barbellata;  antro  in 
basi  coluraiiae  ligulato,  margine  superiori  medio  in  fissurara  exeunte. — 
Hab.  We  believe  this  comes  from  Assam. — Card.  C/i/'ow.  1870,  p.  1311. 

DioscoREA  (§  16  Kunth,  En.  PI.  vol.  v.  p.  391)  retusa,  Mad. 
{Bioscoreacecfi')  ;  ramis  inermibus,  teretibus,  puberulis  ;  foliis  sparsis  pelio- 
latis,  digitatis,  5-7-foliolatis,  foliolis  petiolatis  niembranaceis  puberulis 
oblongis,  basi  rotundatis  vel  atteuuatis,  apice  retusis  vel  acutiusculis, 
abrupte  longiusculeque  acuminatis,  margine  sinuatis  vel  integris,  1-nerviis  ; 
racemis  masculis  4  vel  pluribus,  axillaribus,  gracilibns  pendeiitibus  plnri- 
floris,  circiter  2  poll.  long,  racliibus  racheolisque  (liis  floribus  aeqnilongis) 
pubenilis;  perianthii  bibracteolati  clausi  conici  laciniis  6,  biscrialibus, 
conniventil)us,  ina^qnalibus,  externis  ovatis  cymbif'ormibus,  margine  ciliatis, 
ititernis  oblongis  obtusis  intus  concavis;  staminibus  fertilibus  3,  sepalis 
oppositis;  antheris  didymis  introrsis ;  stamiuodiis  petalis  oppositis  peta- 
loideis,  spathulatis,  apice  concavis ;  styli  vestigio  apice  tripartito ;  Hore 
femineo  adhuc  ignoto. — Hab.  In  Africa  australi,  Burke,  n.  266  (pi.  masc.) 
in  Herb.  Kew ;  Cooper,  v.  v.  in  Hort.  Veitch. — The  branches  spring 
from  a  tuber,  and  are  twining,  cylindrical,  and  puberulous,  destitute  of 
spines.  The  leaves  are  alternate,  loosely  scattered  (2-3  inches  apart), 
provided  with  puberulous  leaf-stalks,  thickened  at  the  base,  and  as  long 
as  the  blade  of  the  leaf,  which  latter  is  in  general  outline,  roundish,  and 
digitate.  Leaflets  5-7,  petiolulate  (petiolules  \  inch  long,  thickened  at 
the  base),  slightly  downy,  especially  below  and  along  the  nerves,  oblong 
obtuse,  sometimes  markedly  retuse,  rounded  at  the  base,  sinuous  at  the 
margins,  1-nerved,  the  midrib  excurrent  into  a  rather  long,  slender  acu- 
men. Kacemes  axillary,  s^lender,  pendulous,  as  long  as  the  leaf-stalks, 
1^2  inches  long,  many-flowered.  Flowers  pendent,  less  than  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  long,  on  short  downy  pedicels,  provided  at  the  apex  with  two 
ovate-oblong  acuminate  bracts,  unequal  in  size  and  shorter  than  tlic  flower. 


Tab.  113. 


Dracontium  datum,  Masters. 
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Periantli  of  six  connivent  segments,  the  three  outer  bi'oadly  ovate-obtuse, 
concave,  ciliohite  at  tlie  margins,  the  three  inner  oblong,  hooded  ;  fertile 
stamens  three,  opposite  the  outer  segments  of  the  perianth,  and  attached 
to  their  very  base.  Filaments  very  short.  Anthers  yellow,  roundish, 
didyraous,  2-celled,  iutrorse,  dehiscing  longitudinally.  Staminodes  3,  op- 
posite to  and  half  the  length  of  the  inner  segments  of  the  perianth,  pela- 
loid,  purplish,  spoon-shaped.  Rudiment  of  the  style  short,  columnar, 
minutely  3-lobed  at  the  apex.  Female  flower  unknown.  It  is  probable 
that  a  specimen  (without  number),  gathered  by  Gerard  at  Natal,  and  also 
preserved  at  Kew,  is  the  female  of  this  plant.  In  the  latter  the  leaf-lobes 
are  narrower,  more  tapering,  and  much  more  tomentose  than  in  Messrs. 
Veitch's  plant ;  the  flower-spikes  are  axillary,  tomentose ;  the  ovaries  are 
also  clothed  with  a  dense  coat  of  down,  and  are  shorter  than  the  subtend- 
ing bracts;  the  segments  of  the  perianth  are  oblong-obtuse. — Gard. 
Chron.  1870,  p.  1149,  and  fig.  217. 

DiPLACHNE  SINENSIS,  iZftwct^  (Graminea). — VldeJourn.  ~Bot.^o\.^\\\. 
p.  76. 

DoLicHANDRONE  Lavv^ii,  8eein.  (Blgnoniacece). — Vide  Journ.  Bot. 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  .380. 

Dracaena  cylindrica,  HooJc.  f.  (LiUace^B,  Asparagineo'^ ;  canle 
erecto  indiviso  folioso,  folds  sursum  gradatim  majoribus  patenti-recurvis 
e  petiolo  lato  obovato-lanceolatis  abrupte  acuuiinatis,  ner\ds  obscuris, 
spica  sessili  terminali  amentifonni  densa  cylindrica  obtusa,  bracteis  ovato- 
lanceolatis  acuminatis  tubuni  angustum  perianthii  sequantibus,  pedicello 
brevi  apice  tumido,  perianthii  laciniis  anguste  linearibus  albis  recurvis 
filamento  medio  paulo  incrassato  tequantibus,  antheris  parvis  flavis,  stylo 
gracillimo,  stigmate  obscure  3-lobo. — Hab.  Old  Calabar,  Hort.  Kew., 
from  G.  Mann  and  Rev.  W.  C.  Thomson,  being  near  D.  bicolor,But. 
Mag.  t.  5248.— 5o^.  Mag.  t.  5846. 

1)racontium  elatum,  Masters  {Aroidece)  ;  cormo  oblate-sphaeroideo, 
fibras  radicales  carnosas  superne  tantum  emittente ;  foliis  radicalibus 
synanthiis,  solitariis  vel  binis,  petiolatis,  pedatisectis  (dianietro  3-4-pe(la- 
libus),  segmeutis  primariis  3  vel  5,  obovatis  imparl,  interrupte,  deour- 
siveque  pinnatipartitis,  lateralibus  interdum  apice  dichotome  divisis, 
segmentis  ultimis  oblongo-lanceolatis,  acuminatis  glabris-costatis,  arcuato- 
nervosis ;  petiolis  5-6-pedaHbus  et  ultra,  teretibus,  apiccm  versus  sensiui 
attenuatis,  pone  basin  tuberculatis  maculisque  violaceis  anmdosis  undulatis 
notatis ;  scapo  tereti  5-6-pollicari ;  spatha  8-9-pollicari  coriacea,  pur- 
purea, fornicata,  convergenti-nervosa,  longiascule  acuminata  aenmine  in- 
flexo ;  spadice  cylindraceo  bipoUicari  breviter  stipitato,  ab  apice  deorsum 
florente;  floribus  numerosissimis  ebracteatis  raonochlamydeis,  hernuiphro- 
ditis,  arete  approximatis ;  perianfhio  6  7-9-partito;  segmentis  s])aihu- 
latis  apice  cucuUatis  asstivatione  imbricatis ;  staminibus  perianthii  seg- 
mentis nuraero  cequalibus  iisque  oppositis  demum  exsertis,  filamentis 
latis ;  antheris  dorsifixis,  biloeuhiribus,  loculis  oblongis,  apicem  versus 
rima  porosa  extrorse  vel  latcruliter  dehiscentibus ;  ovario  supero,  sub- 
3-lobo,  3-loculare;  stylo  crasso  subconoideo  ;  stigmate  tri-radiato ;  ovulis 
in  quovis  loculo  solitariis,  placentae  axili,  mediante  funieulo  brevissimo, 
affixis,  campylitropis  ;  fructu  adhuc  ignoto. — IIab.  In  Africa  occidental]  ; 
e  Sierra  Leone  elata,  v.  v.  in  Hort.  Bull.  The  Avoid,  of  which  a  technical 
description  is  above  given,  will  not  vie  in  size  with  the  Godwinia  gigas  of 
Seemann  {-Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VII.  p.  313,  t.  96  and  97),  but  it  is  very  much 
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like  it  in  aspect,  as  lianrlsome  if  the  element  of  size  be  disregarfled,  closely 
allied  to  it  in  the  construction  of  its  flowers,  and  on  botanical  grounds 
pqnally  interesting.     Like   the    Godwinia,  tliis  Avoid  was  first  grown  in 
tliis  country  by  Mr.  W.  Bull,  in  one  of  whose  stoves  the  plant  was  in 
bloom  in  January,  1S70.     Its  nearest  ally  seems  to  be  the  old  Dracontinvi 
jmhjpJiyllmn,  from  which  it  differs  in  one  or  two  important  points.     The 
native  country  of  our  present  plant  is  western  tropical  Africa,  while  D. 
j)ohj])liyllmn  is  a  native  of  Surinam.     Prom  Godwitiin  our  plant  differs  in 
the  sinndtaneous  production  of  leaf  and  flower,  in  the  stamens  being  ecpnd 
in  number  to  the  segments  of  the  perianth,  not  twice  their  number,  etc. 
Other  points  of  difference  may  be  seen  by  comparing  the  description  of 
that  plant  with  that  we  now  subjoin.     Koot-stock  or  corm  of  the  size  of 
a  small  Turnip,  of  a  depressed  spheroidal  form,  giving  oft"  ffeshy  roots 
from  its  upper  surface  only,  exactly  as  in  some  Cijclavicm,     Leaves  one, 
or  sometimes  two,  arising  from  the  stock.     Leaf-stalk  erect,  5-6  feet  high 
and  upwards,  terete  or  nearly  so,  as  thick  as  a  man's  thumb,  or  thicker  at 
the  base,  gradually  tapering  upwards,  covered  by  an  epidermis  which  is 
smooth  and  pinkish  above,  but  from  the  middle  downwards  is  marked  by 
small,   scattered,   conical   asperities,   and    wavy  bands    or    blotches  of   a 
purplish    colour  mottled  with   white.     The  interior  of  the  leaf-stalk  is 
traversed  by  a  great  number  of  longitudinal  air-canals,  somewhat  sym- 
metrically disposed,  the  larger  in  the  centre,  the  smaller  at  the  circum- 
ference.    The  upper  extremity  of  the  leaf-stalk  divides  into  three  primary 
branches,  which  are  bent  horizontally  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  main 
stalk,  and  each  of  which  is  terete  and  slightly  channelled  on  the  upper 
surface;  the  central  branch  is  undivided,  but  each  of  the  tw^o  lateral  ones 
divides  about  4  inches  from  its  ba«e  into  two  widely  divergent  branchlcts. 
The  blade  of  the  leaf  spreads  horizontally,  measures  3-4  feet  across,  and 
is  pedately  divided  into  three  (or  into  five)  main  subdivisions,  one  central 
and  four  lateral,  two  on  each  side;  of  these  latter  the  uppermost  pair  are 
again  dichotomously  divided  towards  the  apex.     Each  of  the  main  sub- 
divisions  measures  from  12-15  inches  in  length,  is   obovate  in  general 
outline,  dark  green  above,  paler  beneath,  perfectly  smooth,  unequally  and 
uninterruptedly   pinnatipnrtite;    the  central  lobes  of  each  of  these  main 
subdivisions  are  opposite  to  each  other  and  larger  than  the  rest,  which  are 
alternate  and  decurrent  at  the  base  along  the  upper  side  of  the  rachis, 
thus  connecting  all  the  segments  together;  the  ultimate  segments  or  par- 
titions are  in  all  cases  oblong-lanceolate,  acuminate,  entire,  perforated  here 
and  there  by  irregi'dar  holes   (d),  and  traversed  by  a  central  rib,  promi- 
nent on   the   under-surl'ace,  and  from   the  sidCs  of  which   are   given  oft' 
arcuate  secondary  veins,  which  become  confluent  into  an   intramarginal 
nerve  running  round  the  segment ;  the  scape  or  peduncle  is  erect,  terete, 
5-6  inches  high,  as  thick  as  a  swan's  qtiill,  sinooth,  rosy-pink,  and  having 
precisely  the  same  anatomical  structure  as  the  leaf-stalk,  but  with  smaller 
cells  and  air-canals;  the  spathe  is  erect,  boat-sliaped,  leathery,  convolute 
at  the  extreme  base,  prolonged  above  into  a  long  incurved  acumen,  ex- 
ternally  convex,   smooth,    purplish-brown,   traversed    by    7-9    prominent 
nerves,  converging  at  the  apex,  internally  concave,  smooth,  rich  purple  in 
colour;  the  spadix  is  supported  within  the  spathe  on  a  short  cylindrical 
rosy  stalk,  -4-  inch  long,  as  thick  as  a  goose-(piill ;  the  spadix  itself  is 
erect,  cylindrical,  about  2   inches  long,  as  thick   as   a  swan's  quill,  and 
densely  covered  with  ebracteatc,  monochlamydi-ous,  hermaphrodite  flowers 
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expanding"  from  above  downwards;  the  perianth  (a)  consists  of  6-7  9 
distinct  spatliulate  seo:inents,  hooded  at  the  top,  imbricate  in  sestivation, 
and  marked  by  purplish  spots ;  the  stamens  are  equal  in  number  to  the 
perianth  segments,  and  opposite  to  them  ;  the  filaments  are  erect,  flat, 
ribbon-like,  pale  rose-coloured,  ultimately  projecting  beyond  the  segments 
of  the  perianth,  and  attached  to  the  back  of  the  anther  below  the  middle ; 
the  anthers  are  oblong  obtuse,  extrorse,  yellow,  2-lobed,  lobes  ol)tuse, 
bursting  at  the  sides  by  a  terminal  pore,  which  sometimes  lengthens  into 
a  fissure.  Pollen  elliptical.  The  ovary  is  superior,  sub-spheroidal,  ob- 
scurely 3-lobed,  3-celled,  with  an  axile  placenta,  dissepiments  sometimes 
complete,  in  other  flowers  partially  deficient.  Style  terminal,  longer  than 
the  ovary,  and  protruding  beyond  the  perianth,  conical,  thick,  fleshy, 
curved,  purple,  termin;ited  by  a  three-rayed  brownish  papillose  stigma. 
Ovules  solitary  in  each  cell  of  the  ovary,  kidney-shaped,  attached  to  the 
placenta  by  a  very  short  fuuicidus.  On  first  opening  the  spathe  it  appears 
as  if  the  upper  part  of  the  spadix  were  covered  by  stamen-bearing  flowers 
and  ihe  lower  part  by  female  flowers,  the  styles  of  which  are  directed  up- 
wards. In  reality,  all  the  flowers  are  hermaphrodite  in  structure,  though 
not  so  in  function  ;  the  stamens  in  the  upper  flowers  (a)  protrude  and 
shed  their  pollen  upon  the  upturned  stigmas  of  the  lower  flowers  (b), 
whose  own  stamens  are  still  immature  and  enclosed  within  the  perianth. 
Obviously  this  is  a  provision  for  a  division  of  laboiu-,  as  the  pollen  of  the 
upper  flowers  impregnates  the  stigmas  of  the  lower  ones.  These  questions 
then  arise  :  how,  if  at  all,  do  the  upper  flowers  get  fertilized  ?  and  what  pur- 
pose does  the  pollen  of  the  lower  flowers  serve  ?  The  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions are  not  at  present  forthcoming.  In  the  accompanying  plate  (t.  113) 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Masters,  the  entire  plant  is  shown  niucli 
reduced  in  size;  (a)  is  a  flower  from  the  upper  part  of  the  spadix;  (b), 
from  the  lower  part,  with  the  style  protruding ;  (c)  is  a  vertical  section 
through  the  ovary,  showing  the  attachment  of  the  ovules,  (d)  one  of  the 
terminal  leaf-lobes  with  its  perforation. —  Gard.  Cliron.  1870,  p.  344,  and 

fig.  Iviii. 

{To  be  continued). 


gotamtiil  ITclus. 

The  concluding  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  'English  Botany'  is,  we 
are  rejoiced  to  see,  commenced.  It  will  contain  the  whole  of  the  British 
Grasses,  and  students  of  this  diflicult  Order  will  doubtless  finil  Dr. 
Boswell  Syme's  excellent  and  elaborate  descriptions  of  great  assistance  to 
them. 

Dr.  L.  Pfeiffer,  of  Cassel,  has  published  a  useful  iiulex  to  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  "  Synonymia  Botauica  lorupletissiuui.  Generum,  Sectionum 
vcl  Subgenerum  ad  tinem  anni  1858  promulgatorum."  12,908  genera 
are  enumerated  with  their  synonyms,  anil  arranged  according  to  End- 
licher's  system;  fossil  plants  are  included.  It  would  have  been  more  use- 
ful had  relerences  to  the  books  where  the  geniis-nauu'S  were  first  given, 
been  appended  to  the  name  of  their  authors.  A  second  volume  will  com- 
prehend an  alphabetical  index  to  the  whole. 
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We  are  glad  to  hear  tlint  tlic  Rev.  A.  Bloxam,  so  well  known  for  his 
critical  arquaiiitance  with  Roses  and  Brambles,  has  been  presented  to  the 
living-  of  liarburough  Magna,  near  Rngby. 

Tlie  first  part  of  vol.  iv.  of  the  '  Refiigimn  Botaniciim  '  has  appeared. 

It  has  been  decided  that  this  year's  meeting  of  the  British  Association 
in  Edinburgh  shall  commence  on  August  2nd.  Active  steps  are  being 
already  taken  by  tlie  scientific  societies  of  the  city  to  afford  a  suitable 
reception. 

Dr.  Hermann  Beige),  a  contributor  to  our  pages,  and  who  is  now  with 
the  army  of  General  Manteiiffel,  was  decorated,  on  the  4th  of  January, 
with  the  order  of  the  Iron  Cross,  which  can  only  be  gained  by  personal 
braverv  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Dr.  George  Lawsou,  formerly  of  Edinburgh,  now  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Mineralogy  in  Dalhousie  College  and  University,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
has  published \a  monograph  of  the  RanHnculaceee  of  Canada  and  the  adja- 
cent parts  of  British  America,  with  a  detailed  account  of  the  distribution, 
within  these  limits,  of  all  the  species. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  'Times:'— The  magnificent  collection 
of  Orchids  at  the  Museum  of  Natin-al  History,  in  Paris,  having  been  in 
great  part  destroyed  by  the  German  shells,  M.  Chevreul,  the  Director  of 
the  Museum,  has  addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  the  following 
protest :— "  The  garden  of  medicinal  plants,  founded  in  Paris  by  an  edict 
of  King  Louis  XIII.,  dated  January  3rd,  1626,  became  a  Museum  of 
Natural  History  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1794..  It  was  bombarded  in  the 
reign  of  \Yilliam  I.,  King  of  Prussia,'Count  Bismarck  being  chancellor,  by 
the  Prussian  army,  on  the  night  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  January,  1871. 
Until  then  it  had  been  respected  by  all  parties,  and  by  all  national  and 
foreign  authorities. — Paris,  January  9th,  1871."  '  The  Academy  has  de- 
termined that  the  protest  of  M.  Clievreul  shall  be  printed  at  the  head  of 
its  reports,  and  the  Committee  of  Professors  of  the  Museum  have  decided 
that  a  marble  monument,  with  an  inscription  of  the  protest,  shall  be  placed 
in  one  of  the  galleries  of  the  builduig,  surrounded  with  projectiles  thrown 
from  the  enemy's  batteries. 

The  first  number  of  the  '  Scottish  Naturalist,  and  Journal  of  the  Perth- 
shire Society  of  Natural  Science'  is  before  us,  consisting  of  thirty-two 
well-printed'  pages  on  toned  paper.  Entomology  is  strongly  represented 
in  this  number,  and  there  is  a  paper  on  "  Natural  Science  Chairs  in  our 
Universities,"  by  .Dr.  Lauder  Lindsay.  The  only  botanical  article  is  a 
short  review  of  Dr.  Hooker's  '  Student's  Plora,'  but  there  are  two  or  three 
cuttings.  ^Ye  hope  the  department,  in  whicl-.^we  take  especial  interest, 
which  is  headed  "  Phytology  "  will  be  extended  in  future  numbers.  Tiiere 
are  also  reports  of  the  doings  of  six  Scotch  local  societies.  We  congratu- 
late the  Perthshire  naturabsts  on  their  creditable  periodical,  which  we 
hope  will  meet  with  the  support  it  deserves. 

Mr.  Howie,  Secretary  of  the  Largo  Naturalists'  Field  Club,  is  com- 
piling a  catalogue  of  the  plants  of  Fifesliire  for  publication. 

An  interesting  paper  on  the  introduction  of  Maize  into  China,  written 
some  years  since  by  our  valued  correspondent,  Dr.  Hance,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Mayers,  has  been  printed  in  the  '  Pharmaceutical  Journal'  It  has 
hitherto  been  considered  almost  certain  that  this  cereal  was  introduced  from 
America ;  with  the  object,  therefore,  of  discovering  whether  it  was  culti- 
vated in  China  previous  to  the  discovery  of  that  continent,  Mr.  Mayers 
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tliorouglilv  examined  the  older  Cliinese  works  on  agTiculture  and  botany. 
These  aiiree  in  stating  that  the  grain  was  brouglit  from  Sifan  (or  Lower 
Mongolia),  a  district  west  of  China,  at  a  period  probably  long  anterior  to 
the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  though  the  date  of  its  importation  is  no- 
where even  hinted  at.  The  paper  is  illustrated  with  reproductions  of  the 
characteristic  figures  of  Maize  in  the  '  Pun  Ts'ao  Kang-mu,'  or  '  General 
Treatise  ou  Natural  History,'  published  in  1597.  Though  these  re- 
searches cannot  be  said  to  settle  the  native  country  of  Zm  Mai/s,  tliey 
seem  to  establish  the  co;iclusiou  that  the  Uld  World  is  not  originally  in- 
debted for  it  to  America. 

Professor  M.  A.  Lawson  has  detected,  in  the  Sheravdian  herbarium  pre- 
served at  Oxford,  a  parcel  of  plants  collected  during  the  voyage  round  the 
Avorld  made  by  Dampier  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Only 
18  species  are  mentioned  in  Ray's  '  Historia  Plantarum,'  vol.  iii.  p.  225, 
but  the  parcel  contains  40  ;  some,  however,  are  indeterminable.  It  will 
be  of  interest  to  know  what  were  the  other  species  found,  to  be  included 
in  the  account  which  we  hear  it  is  the  Professor's  intention  to  ofl'er  to  the 
L^uneau  Society. 

OoMMUNiCATioNS  have  been  received  from  : — .T.  Sadler,  T.  R.  A. 
Priggs,  J.  Britten,  R.  Tucker,  Prof.  Dickie,  Dr.  W.  Flight,  Prof.  Thiselton 
Dyer,  J.  Bagnall,  W.  P.  Hiern,  C.  E.  Broome,  W.  W.  Saunders,  etc. 

Several  papers  and  reviews  stand  over  for  want  of  space. 

[Mr.  H.  C.  Watson  has  printed  and  circulated  amongst  botanists  a 
protesti,  hi  the  form  of  a  letter  to  one  of  the  editors  of  this  .Journal,  against 
the  notice  of  the  third  part  of  the  '  Compendium  of  the  Cybele  Britannica,' 
which  appeared  in  these  pages  last  December  (Journ.  of  Bot.  Vol.  VIII. 
pp.  394-397).  As  this  printed  letter  denies  the  truth  of  certain  state- 
ments contained  in  that  notice,  it  was  thought  desirable  that  it  should  be 
placed  before  all  the  readers  of  the  Journal.  Mr.  Watson  was  therefore 
requested  to  allow  it  to  be  stitched  into  tiie  cover  of  the  present  number, 
the  Journal  ofi'ering  to  be  at  the  expense  of  printing  the  necessary  copies, 
but  to  this  request  he  returned  a  decided  refusal.  It  would  occupy  too 
"much  space  to  reprint  the  letter;  probably,  however,  those  who  care  to 
see  it,  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  copy  by  application  to  the  author.  The 
reviewer's  answer  to  Mr.  Watson  is  printed  below. 

lUh  January,  1871. 

Dear  Mr.  Watson, 

I  have  carefully  read  through  the  printed  letter  which  you  have  sent 
me,  and  which,  though  addressed  to  ^Ir.  Ikikcr,  is  directed  against  me, 
the  author  of  the  review  to  which  you  object ;  and  I  feel  it  necessary  to 
answer  it.  It  exhibits  four  charges  against  me  :  1st,  tiiat  I  have  misre- 
presented you  ;  2nd,  that  I  have  unjustly  charged  you  with  omission  or 
neglect ;  3rd,  that  I  have  insinuated  piracy  or  plagiarism  on  your  part ; 
4th,  that  I  have  exhibited  an  unwarranted  dogmatism,  arising,  from  igno- 
rance and  a  desire  to  display  a  fancied  superiority. 

I  Avill  dispose  of  these  charges  in  order. 

1st.  The  "  misrepresentation."  The  statement  objected  to,  I  repeated 
from  a  review  of  the  first  part  of  the  '  Compendium'  (also  written  by  me) 
in  the  'Journal  of  Botany'  for  December  ISGS  (_Vol.  YI.  p.  375).  As 
you  took  no  exception  to  that  notice,  and  have  continued  your  contribu- 
tions to  the  Journal  and  friendship  towards  me,  I  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
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pose  tliat  any  statement  in  it  was  erroneous.     I  greatly  regret  that  I  have 
attribiitecl  to  you  words  that  you  have  not  published. 

2n(l.  Tlie  •'  charge  of  neglect."  The  notice  of  CalUtricJie  truncata  ap- 
peared in  the  number  of  the  'Journal  of  Botany'  for  May,  1870.  At  p. 
505  of  the  third  part  of  your  '  Compendium' — and  I  beg  you  to  notice 
that  ray  review  is  of  that  part  alone,  and  not  as  yon  imply  ('  Letter,'  pp. 
1,  4),  of  the  whole  book — under  Rubus  ohVupins  you  quote  from  tliat  Jour- 
nal for  "April  1870;"  at  p.  577,  under  Pinns  Pbiauer,  you  mention 
"June  1870;"  and  at  p.  587,  you  record  Scir/Jiis  parv/dns,  from  Dorset, 
where  it  was  not  discovered  till  July  1870.  As  tlie  "  Notes  and  Correc- 
tions" occupy  pp.  606-G15,  they  must  have  been  printed  after  the  date 
last  mentioned,  July  1870,  and  the  non-insertion  of  Callilrlc/te  fi'iincafa 
ill  those  "  notes  and  corrections,"  may  fairly  be  held  an  "  omission." 

3rd.  The  "implied  charge  of  piracy  or  plagiarism."  The  paragraph 
you  quote  from  my  review  will  not  fairly  bear  any  such  interpretation. 
I  used  the  word  "  requisition  "—without  a  thought  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war — to  imply  that  you  had  quoted,  made  use  of,  drawn  upon 
the  pages  of  the  '  Journal  of  Botany '  in  a  legitimate  and  necessary 
manner.  By  "  insufficiently  quoted,"  I  meant  that,  instead  of  giving 
volume  and  page,  you  had  been  often  satisfied  with  such  references  as  the 
following:— "Jour.  Bot.  no.  34  "  (instead  of  vol.  iii.  p.  328),  ".Journal 
of  Botany,  no.  69  "  (instead  of  vol.  vi.  p.  263),  "  Journal  of  Botany,  1867  " 
(omitting  references  to  pages  76  and  279),  "  Journal  of  Botany,  no.  70  " 
(instead  of  vol.  vi.),  occurring  on  pages  475,  530,  549,  609  of  this  part 
of  the  '  Compendium,'  and  noted  down  in  rapidly  going  through  it. 

4th.  A  wider  issue  is  here  raised.  Everybody  knows  that  it  is  no  part 
of  the  duties  of  a  reviewer  to  completely  elucidate  ail  the  doubts  and 
difficulties  of  the  author  of  the  book  under  notice.  The  passage  which 
you  quote  ('  Letter,'  p.  6)  from  my  review  was  given  by  me  as  an  example 
of  your  habitual  neglect  in  this  part  of  the  '  Compendium  '  to  use  all  the 
means  at  your  command  for  the  clearing  up  of  doubtful  points.  Your 
' Letter 'nuikes  this  want  of  thoroughness  still  more  evident;  indeed,  it  would 
seem  that,  so  far  as  the  ultimate  data,  that  is,  the  plants  themselves,  are 
concerned,  this  part  of  the  '  Compendium'  is  little  or  nothing  more  than 
a  digest  of  or  index  to  your  own  herbarium.  There  was  a  moral  obligation 
on  an  author  on  Bi'itish  geographical  botany  to,  as  far  as  possible,  get  to 
the  bottom  of  such  a  case  as  the  alleged  occurrence  of  Ilieracium  pracox 
in  Britain,  and  my  criticism  was,  and  is,  that  you  neglected  to  take  the 
absolutely  necessary  step  towards  a  solution  of  your  difficulty.  The 
existence  in  your  herbarium  of  twenty-one  specianens  labelled  by  Schultz 
Hierachim  pi-aecox,  and  one  specimen  of  a  Ilieracium,  collected  by  Mr. 
J.  E.  Bowman,  at  Dinas  Bran,  is  entirely  beside  the  question,  which  can 
be  decided  only  by  an  examination  of  the  specimen  at  the  British  Museum, 
named  by  Schultz  Hitracium  pi'^cox,  and  published  by  him  in  the 
'  Journal  of  liotany.'  I  must  still  hold  to  my  opinion  that  such  neglect 
has  caused  a  real  defect  in  the  third  part  of  the  '  Compendium,'  and  ren- 
dered it  less  useful  than  it  might  have  been. 

Into  the  region  of  mere  personalities  I  must  decline  to  follow  you.  Of 
course  I  shall  publish  this  letter. 

Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Watson, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  Trimen.] 


Tah.    11' i 
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ON   THE   rOUMS  AND  DISTRIBUTION   OYER  THE  WORLD 
OF  THE  BATRACHIUM  SECTION  OF  EANUNCULLS. 

By  W.  p.  Hiern,  M.A. 

{Continued  from  p.  49.) 

(Plate  CXIV.) 

"Ranunculus  hydrochakis,  Spenner,  Fl.  Frib.  iv.  1007  (1829). 

Ranunculoides,  Yaillant,  Bot.  Par.  p.  170  (1727).  Ranunculus, 
sect.  1,  Gramjiatocarpi,  Biria,  Hist.  Renonc.  p.  32  (1811).  Ranun- 
culus, sect.  Batrachium,  De  Cand.  Regn.  Veg.  Syst.  Nat.  vol.  i.  p.  233 
(1818).  Batrachium,  S.  F.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  Brit.  PI.  vol.  ii.  p.  720 
(1821).  Rammctilus,  trib.  Lencobafrachium,  sect.  Hydrelis,  Webb  and 
Berth.  Hist.  Nat.  Fl.  Canar.  vol.  iii.  pt.  2.  sect.  i.  6  (1840).  Ranunculus 
aquatilis,  Hook.  f.  et  T.  Thorns.  Fl.  Ind.  vol.  i.  p.  28  (1855).  Ranunculus 
aquaticus,  Benth.  Handb.  Br.  Fl.  ed.  1.  p.  59  (1858).  Benthain  and 
Hooker  f.  in  'Genera  Plantarum,'  vol.  i.  p.  6  (1862),  state  that  this  group, 
which  has  been  considered  as  a  distinct  genus  by  some  authors,  includes  a 
few  species  which  probably  ought  to  be  reduced  to  one  or  two.  Seriiige  in 
Mel.  Bot.  vol.  ii.  n.  4.  p.  49  (1826)  expressed  his  suspicion  that  there  was 
but  one  species,  and  in  his  printed  notes  he  has  spoken  more  positively. 
Many  of  the  ante-Linnean  European  botanists  recognized  five  distinct 
species. 

Scattered  over  most  parts  of  the  world,  growing  in  ponds,  pits,  ditches, 
streams,  rivers  and  even  seas,  occasionally  also  at  the  edges  of  watery 
places  and  on  mud  ;  mentioned  as  occurring  in  Colombia,  S.  America  (see 
Mosquora,  Compend,  Geograf.  General.  Colomb.  1866);  but  not  included 
in  the  '  Flora  of  New  Zealand  '  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Hooker,  nor  in  the  '  Flora  Ant- 
arctica '  of  the  same  author,  nor  in  the  'Flora  Brasiliensis '  of  Martins 
and  Endlicher.  Generally  perennial,  but  occasionally  annual.  The  fol- 
lowing groups  and  forms  give  the  principal  modifications  of  this  poly- 
morphous species,  but  by  no  means  exhaust  its  variability ;  numerous 
intermediate  states  exist  that  cannot  be  completely  identified  with  any 
of  them : — 

R.  hederaceus,  L.  Sp.  PI.  p.  781  (1753).  R.  hederrpfolius,  Salisb. 
Prodr.  Stirp.  p.  373  (1796).  Batracli'ium  heJeraceum,  S.  F.  Gray,  Nat. 
Arr.  Brit.  PI.  vol.  ii.  p.  721(1821).  Batrachium,  sect.  Platyphyl- 
LE.t>,  Dumort.  Monogr.  (1863).  R.  hydrocharis,  B.  liomo'wplujUus,  a. 
hedtraceus,  Spenn.  Fl.  Frib.(1829).--Fig.— Fl.  Dan.t.  321.  Eng.  Bot. 
t.  2003.  Sturm,  Deutschl.  Fl.  p.  67.  Rchb.  Fl.  Germ.  3.  2.  Godr. 
Essai,  f.  1.     Cosson  and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  1.  f.  1,  2.     Forms  1-7. 

Common  in  Europe  and  North  Africa;  occurs  also  in  North  America, 
but  not  included  in  either  Asa  Gray's  or  Chapman's  American  Floras. 
According  to  Schlechtendal  it  reaches  Siberia  and  the  Aleutian  Isles. 
This  group  cannot  be  absolutely  separated  fromi?.  aquatilis,  L. ;  though 
in  most  cases  it  is  sufficiently  dilfcrent.  Hhwi  Batrachium  peltatu>i>, 
isophyUuin,  Fr.,  and  R.  irinacrius,  E.  and  A.  Huet  du  Pavilion  of  the 
latter  group  have  no  submersed  leaves,  or  scarcely  any,  while  Lobbii  of 
VOL.  IX.    [march  \,  1871.]  F 
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the  former  shows  indications  of  them,  and  intermedins  lias  its  receptacle 
hairy,  and  is  nsnally  referred  to  tripnrtilus. 

1.  TKNKLLUS. 

It.  ienellus,  Viviani  PI.  iEgvpt.  (1830)  ex  Dietr.  Synops.  vol.iii.  p.  312 
(1843),  non  Gay  (1834)  nec^jsult,  (1838),  Walp.  Repert.  vol.  i.  p.  30. 

In  damp  places  at  Alexandria,  Egypt.  Creeping.  Leaves  triincato- 
cordate,  3-lol)ed  ;  lobes  rounded,  obsoletcly  crenate.  "  Eeceptaelc  spicate, 
longer  than  the  petals."  I  have  not  seen  specimens  of  this  form  nor  of 
the  following. 

2.  SANICUL^FOLTUS. 

B.  smdcidafoUus,  Viviani,  Plorae  Libvcaj  Specimen,  p.  29.  t.  11.  f.  2, 
(1824). 

In  salt  marshes  at  Syrtis  Major,  Tripoli.  Floating.  Leaves  B-fid,  on 
petioles  about  2  inches  long,  with  crenate  lobes.  Peduncles  long.  Petals 
three  times  the  length  of  the  calyx.     Stamens  14-16. 

3.  LoBBii,  forma  nova. 

It  hederaceus,  var.  Torrey  in  Eep.  Exped.  "Whipple  (1857). 

North  America.  Oregon,  W.  Lobb  I  1852,  n.  249.  California,  Ei- 
gelow  !  near  35th  degree  of  latitude  in  1853-4,  "  v.ith  R.  aqunliUs,  L." 

Quite  glabrous,  annual  (?)  Stem  elongated,  floating,  9-12  in.  long. 
Submersed  leaves  none  or  rare,  rudimentary  and  resembling  adventitious 
roots.  Floating  leaves  tripartite,  trnncato-cordate  at  base,  \-t  in.  wide  ; 
lobes  ecpial,  oval  or  oblong,  the  lateral  ones  usually  notched  at  apex  ; 
petioles  slender,  y-l-g-  in.  long  ;  stipules  adnate  to  the  petioles.  Peduncles 
opposite  the  upper  leaves,  thicker  than  the  petioles,  |— |  in.  long.  Buds 
globose.  Sepals  -^  in.  long,  semi-elliptic,  persistent,  dark  green  with 
scarious  margins:  petals  ^  in.  long,  obovate-oblong,  3-5-(usually  3-) 
veined.  Stamens  5-9,  usually  6;  filaments  exceeding  the  heads  of  young 
carpels,  anthei's  oval ;  style  lateral,  slender,  usually  long  and  ciu'ved.  Carpels 
4-6,  usually  4,  thicker  upwards,  large  in  fruit,  -^  in.  long  by  y^-  thick  ; 
receptacle  small,  depresso-globular. 

Explanation  of  Plate  CXIY. — Ranunculus  Jnidrocliaris,  Spenn.,  forma 
Zoi&i/,Hiern.  Fig.  1,2,3.  From  specimens  in  Kcw  Herbarium,  collected  in  Cali- 
fornia by  Bigelow.  Fig.  4,  5.  Lower  portion  of  Mr.  Lobb's  specimen  from  Oregon. 
Fig.  6.  Stamens  and  carpels.    Fig.  7.  Carpel-head.    Fig.  8.  Petal.    Fig.  9.  Carpel. 

4.  Lenormandi. 

R.  tripartitus,  Dubourg  d'lisigny  in  Catalogue  des  Plantes  spont.  de 
I'Arrond  de  Vire,  seance  publique  de  la  Soc.  Linneenne  de  Normandie, 
1836;  non  De  Cand.  (1808).  R.  Leiionnandi,  F.  Schultz  in  Flora, 
vol.  XX.  Pd.  ii.  p.  726  (1837).  R.  reuifonnis,  N.  Desportes  Fl.  Sarth. 
3  (1838)  ex  Boreau,  non  Wall.  List.  n.  4709  (1828).  R.  hederaceus  /3. 
(jrandijloriis,  Bab.  Man.  Brit.  Bot.  ed.  i.  (1843).  Botrachiimi  Lenor- 
mandi,  Fr.  Sinn.  Yeg.  Scand.  vol.  i.  p.  139  (1846)  ex  Nyman.  R.  caoiosvs, 
Pab.  Man.  Brit.  Bot.  ed.  3.  p.  7  (1851).— Fig.— Eng.  Bot.  Suppl.  t.  2930. 
Godr.  Essai.  f.  2.     Cosson  and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  i.  f.  3,  4. 

Occurs  in  Scotland,  England,  Wales,  Ireland  (teste  Moore  and  ]\rore), 
France,  etc.  This  form  approaches  both  homoeophjllns  and  inlennedias, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  absence  of  submersed  leaves  would  sometimes  even 
remind  one  of  suitdl  states  oijloribv7tdus. 

5.  IIOAKEOI'HVLLUS. 

R.  omoiophyUns,  Tenore,  Fl.  Neapol.  vol.  iv.  p.  338  (1830).  R.  coenosus, 
Guss.  Fl.  Sic.  Prodr.  Suppl.  p.  187,(1834),  non  Bab.  (1851).  Bnlra- 
chiiim  cGciiosum,  I)umort.  I'lorul.  Bclg.  (1S27). 
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Occurs  in  Scoilaml,  England,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Sicily,  Spain, 
Portugal  (teste  Macliado),  Algeria  (('osson  !  state  approaching  Lenor- 
viancJi),  (Switzerland,  Holland,  Denmark,  P)clginm,  Mid-Pussia,  and 
Transylvania,  teste  Nymau).     Probably  a  floating  state  of  hedera'J'ollnH. 

G.  iij:der^folius. 

R  heJeracens,  ]5iria,  Hist.  Penonc.  p.  33  (1811),  Prcbiss.  PI.  Nor- 
maud.  ed.  iii.  p.  7  (1859).  R.  hedcnicens,  var.  b.  erectitn,  lireljiss.  1.  c.  (an 
xipriglit  state,  reported  from  Vire,  France).  BatracJunm  hederacemn , 
Dumort.  Florul.  Iklg.  (1827)  ex  Nyman.— Fig.— Curt.  Fl.  Loud.  vol.  i. 
t.  95. 

Occurs  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  llolkiiid,  Scotland,  England, 
Wales,  Ireland,  Iklgium,  France,  Germany  (Mid-Russia  and  Transylvania, 
teste  Nyman),  Spain,  Portugal,  Algeria,  Newfoundland,  Pocky  Mountains 
(state  with  larger  ilowers  and  more  numerous  stamens  than  in  the  type, 
approaching  7yfHo;vHfl'Ko'i).  Leaves  sometimes  opposite.  Salisbury's  name 
hcderafuUns  I  have  used  for  this  form,  though  he  doubtless  meant  it  to 
be  a  mere  synonym  of  hedtraccus. 

7.    INTEKMEDIUS. 

R.  inlennedins,  Knaf  in  Flora,  vol.  xxix.  p.  289  (1846),  non  Poir. 
RatracJiiiim  interniedium,  Nyman,  Syll.  Fl.  Europ.  p.  175  (185-1-5).  R. 
iiijjaiiitns,  Auct.  Prit.— Fig.— Eng.  Pot.  Supp.  t.  2946. 

Occurs  in  England,  Wales  (teste  Babington),  France,  Bohemia,  Por- 
tugal. Leaves  sometimes  opposite.  In  some  states  very  like  Lenormandl, 
but  differs  by  presence  of  hairs  on  the  receptacle;  difi'ers  also  from  trlpar- 
litiis  by  the  absence  of  submersed  leaves,  by  its  less  deeply  divided 
floating  leaves  and  usually  by  a  dift'erent  habit. 

R.  nquatilis,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  781  (1753),  nou  Hook.  f.  ct  T.  Thoms. 
(1855),  nee  Godr.  (1839).  R.  capiUaris,  Gaterau  in  PI.  Montauban, 
]).  102  (1789).     Forms  8-35. 

Linnaeus  gave  four  varieties  of  this,  which  are  mentioned  below 
under  the  names  hcterojihi/lhis,  clrciiKidis,  pcctiiiatns,  and  Jlnilaua. 
De  Lamarck  divided  it  into  two  species,  aquailciiH  m\(\  Jlnilaiis ; 
Bi'otero,  in  a  dilferent  manner,  into  two,  heterujiJii/llus  and  ikih. 
iothrix ;  and  various  later  writers  into  several  others.  The  petals 
are  occasionally  more  than  five  in  uundjcr,  as,  for  cxan)i)le,  in  peiii- 
cillidiis,forihuiidns,  Drouetii,  and  JlnitcDis,  though  in  all  the  forms  five 
is  the  normal  n\unber. 

R.  aqnallciis,  Lam.  Fl.  Fr.  vol.  iii.  ]).  184  (1778),  non  Penth. 
(1858).  R.  aqitaliUs,  a.  fl  y.  L.  (1753).  R.  aqiKdUis,  Willd.  Sp. 
pi.  2.  1332  (1779).     Forms  8-34. 

This  can  usually  be  separated  from  JltiUaiis  by  tlu'  slenderer  or 
sliorter  segments  of  the  submersed  leaves  (which  art;  nearly  always 
])resenl)  and  by  the  hairy  receptacle;  but  neither  of  these  characters 
is  quite  trustworthy.  AVhen  the  ])etals  are  cc|ual  to  or  shorter  than 
the  sepals,  the  state  is  called  by  Schlechtendal  in  Animadv.  Pan.  p. 
10  (1819)  R.  aquaiiUs  h.  parvijiorns,  after  a  small-flowered  variety 
of  7^.  oqnafilis,  L.,  first  noticed  by  Catherine  Ellen  Doirien  in  Nas. 
p.  196  (1777).  (See  note  nnch'r  rhijiipJiytliis,  n.  17).  I  have  seen 
an  example;  of  this  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Leipzig. 

R.  ht'terupJiijUits,  Weber  in  Wiggers,  Prim.  Fl.""  llolsat.  p.  42 

(1780).     R.  aquatilis,  a.  Linn.  Sp'.  PI.  781   (1753).     R.  dirrm- 

fuUnn,  Gilibcrt  Fl.Lithuan.  vol.  v.  [>.  261  (17S2),  non  Boiss.  et  Ky. 

I,'    o 


68  FORMS    AND    DISTRIBUTION    OF    BATRACHIUM. 

PL  Exs.  1859.  R.  aqtwtllis,  a.  diversifolius,  Hagen,  Eanunc. 
Pmss.  (1783)  in  Liidw.  Del.  Opusc.  p.  587  (1790).  R.  aqmdllh, 
Thuill.  PL  Par.  ed.  ii.  p.  278  (1799),  Naccari  PL  Venet.  vol.  iii. 
p.  101.  u.  510  (1827).  R.  hydrocharis,  A.  heterophyllus,  Spenn. 
PL  Pi'ib.  p.  1007  (1829).  Balrachium  aijuatile,  /3.  heterophylhim, 
Spach  Hist.  Nat.  Veg.  vol.  vii.  p.  200  (1839).  Batrachium, 
sect.  Hetbrophylle.*:,  Dumort.  Mouogr.  (1863).  B.  Inteolxm, 
lleveL  Hech.  Bot.  Svid-ouest  Prance  (1865);  BulL  Soc.  Bot. 
Prance,  vol.  xii.  Kev.  Bibl.  p.  258  (1865),  is  a  form  having  the 
leaves  (all)  reniform  subrotundo-orbicular,  8-5-fid,  with  crenate 
lobes,  flowers  small,  carpels  numerous,  style  sublateral,  receptacle 
setose.  When  in  nearly  dry  places  the  stem  is  procumbent  and  the 
floating  leaves  are  subreniform,  tripartite,  with  more  or  less  di- 
vided lobes,  and  the  submersed  leaves  multitid  with  linear  segments, 
the  state  is  R.  aquatlUs,  C.  anomalns,  Liljebl.  Sw.  PI.  p.  229,  ex 
Schlechtendal ;  R.  aquatUls,  a.  /itie?'opki/ll/is,  ccenosns,  Moris  PL 
Sard.  vol.  i.  p.  26  (1837);  R.  aquatiUs,  y.  terrestris,  Godr. 
When  the  floating  leaves  tend  to  become  capillary,  as  in  l^iria, 
Hist.  Renonc.  t.  1.  f.  27,  the  state  is  called  radiatus  [see  Boreau, 
PL  Cent.  Pr.  ed.  3.  vol.  ii.  p.  11  (1857)]  or  fissifuli/t.s  [see 
Schlecht.  Berol.  PL  vol.  i.  p.  303  (1823)].  When  submersed 
leaves  are  entirely  absent  (a  very  rare  occurrence  in  the  aquatiUs 
group),  the  state  is  called  isophyllus  [see  Pries,  Sum.  Veg.  Scand. 
vol.  i.  p.  26  (1846)]  ;  and  when  this  takes  place  in  shallow  places 
which  subsequently  become  dry,  so  that  the  lower  leaves  wither 
and  the  upper  only  remain,  the  state  is  R.  aquatiUs  a.  anomalus, 
Hetz  ex  Schlechtendal.  Batracldnm  heterophyUuni,  var.  crassi- 
cauUs,  Pries,  Sum.  Veg.  Scand.  vol.  i.  p.  140  (1846)  is  a  succulent 
state  with  swelled  stem,  large  flowers,  many  stamens,  and  about  a 
hun(h-ed  glabrate  carpels  arranged  in  a  large  head  ;  perhaps  a  state 
oi  Bavdotii.  Porms  8-19, 
8.  tuipaktitus. 

R.  tripartiius,  De  Cand.  Ic.  PL  Gall.  Par.  p.  15.  t.  49  (1808)  excl. 
Syn.  Thor.,  non  Auct.  Brit,  nee  Nolle  (1828),  nee  PL  Dan.  t.  1993. 
R,  tripartiius,  a.  rnicranthus,  De  Cand.  liegn.  Veg.  Syst.  Nat.  vol.  i. 
p.  234  (1818).  Batrachiiini  tripartitmn,  S.  P.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  Br.  pi.  2. 
721  (1821).  R.  hydrocharis,  A.  hctn-ophi/IlHs,  y.  tripartiius,  Spenn.  PL 
Prib.  (1829).— Pig.— Sturm,  Deutschl.  PL  Hf.  67;  Eeichb.  PL  Germ. 
3.  2  ;  Godr.  Essai,  f.  3  ;  Cosson  and  Germ.  Ail.  t.  1.  f.  7,  8. 

Occurs  in  Prance,  Germany,  Portugal,  Spain  (Willkouim !  a  weak 
state  with  long  and  slender  petioles  and  without  submersed  leaves,  and 
with  the  floating  leaves  nearly  tripartite,  and  also  with  the  receptacle 
setose  and  sometimes  conical ;  approaches  intcruiedius,  Lobbii,  and  leueUus, 
as  well  as  tripartiius).  Another  plant  in  flower  from  Portugal  (Wcl- 
witsch  !  PL  Lusit.  Exs.  409)  witliout  floating  leaves  and  resembling 
coufervoidt'S,  is  R.  tripartiius,  /3.  sufjynarsus,  Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  PJ. 
Pr.  vol.  i.  p.  20  (1848).  Pries  states  in  Sum.  Veg.  Scand.  vol.  i.  p.  140 
(1846),  that  the  presence  of  floating  leaves  is  necessary  for  the  production 
of  flowers  in  R.  tripartitus,  Dt;  Cand.,  in  consequence  of  the  peduncles 
springing  only  from  the  axils  of  the  floating  leaves. 

R.  aquatiUs,  A.  hdc.ruphyllus,  a.  tpjospermus,  Wallr.  Sched. 
Crit.    282   (1822).      R.    J^diceri,    Koch,   Syn.   PL   Germ,   et 
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Helvet.  ed.  2.  p.  13  (1843).     Forms  9-12.— Fig.— Cosson  and 
Germ.  Atl.  t.  1.  f.  5,  6. 

It.  Petiveri,  a.  minor,  Koch,  1.  c.  R.  Peliveri,  Koch  in 
Sturm.  Deutschl.  Fl.  Jlf.  82  tig.     (1840).     Forms  9-11. 

9.  HOLOLEUCU3. 

R.  ololeiicos,  Lloyd,  Fl.  Lorr.  p.  3  (1844).  Batrachium  ololeucos,  Van 
den  Bosch,  Fl.  Bat.  Prodr.  6  (1850). 

Occurs  in  Belgium,  France,  Spain,  Portugal  (teste  Macha/lo),  Holland 
(iu  Fl.  Bat.  Prodr.  p.  fi).  A  Portuguese  specimen  (Welwitsch  !  Fl. 
Lusit.  Exs.  906,  6000  ft.  alt.)  probably  belongs  to.  this  form. 

Intermediate  between  triparliius  (than  which  the  flowers  are  larger) 

and  confusns.     The  only  good  character  to  distinguish  it  is  the  absence 

of  the  yellow  colour  from  the  base  of  the  petals.     The  stipules  are  wide, 

spreading,  and  very  shortly  adnate  to  the  petioles,  and  the  carpels  are 

glabrous.     It  has  not  yet  been  noticed  in  Britain,  but  ought  to  be  looked  for. 

Batrachinm  obtiisijloruni,  S.  F.  Gray  (1821).       R.  tripar- 

titiis,  (3.  ohtiisijlorus,  De  Caiid.  (1818).     R.  Bandotu,  Syme 

in  Sowerb.  Eug.  Bot.  ed.  3.  p.  24  (1863).     Forms  10,  11. 

A  state  with  quite  glabrous  receptacle  was  notieed  near 
St.  Petersburg  by  Huprecht,  wliich  he  called  var.  psilocarjxt, 
Fl.  Ingr.  p.  22  (1860). 

10.  CONFLSUS. 

R.  trijxtrtitus,  Nolte  Novit.  Fl.  Holsat.  p.  51  (1828).  R.  confuses, 
Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  vol.  i.  p.  22  (1848).  Batrachimii 
confumm,  F.  Schultz.  R.  Kochii,  Beurl.  Bot.  Not.  1852,  p.  156.  R. 
Baiirhiu,  /?.  cunj'itsus,  Syme  in  Sowerb.  En g.  Bot.  ed.  3.  p.  25.  t.  23 
(1863).  Bntrachiiim  tripartitum,  Schur,  En.  PI.  Transsilv.  12  (1866). 
— Fig.— Fl.  Dan.  t.  1993. 

Occurs  in  Sweden,  Denmark,  Scotland  (teste  Syme),  England,  Wales, 
France,  Genuany,  Holstein,  Slesvvig,  Switzerland,  Sicily  (Parlatore !), 
Algeria  (?).  Portions  without  floating  leaves  resemble  mlsiujuiosns  or 
trichopkyUas.  Slates  with  large  flowers  approach  R.  peltatns,  Schrank ; 
other  states  in  brackish  water  cannot  be  separated  from  Baudotii. 

11.  Baudotii. 

R.  Baudotii,  Godr.  Essai,  f.  4  (1839);  Eug.  Bot.  Suppl.  t.  2966. 
Batrachium  Baudotii,  Van  (h'U  Bosch,  Fl.  Batav.  Prodr.  p.  7  (1850). 
R.  Baudotii,  a.  vulgaris,  Syme  in  Sowb.  Eng.  Bot.  ed.  3.  p.  25  (1863). 

Occurs  in  Scandinavia  (?),  Scotland,  England,  Wales,  Ireland  (teste 
Moore  and  More),  France,  IloHand,  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal  (teste 
Machado),  Algeria.  I  have  a  state  between  this  and  R.  pdtatus,  Schrank., 
from  Northumberland.  This  plant  when  it  is  deprived  of  its  floating 
leaves  resembles  or  becomes  marinus.  Iu  England,  at  least,  Baudotii  is 
marine  or  found  only  in  brackisli  water. 

12.  TRIPIIYLLUS. 

R.  triphijllus,  Wallr.  in  Linua\a,  vol.  xiv.  p.  584  (1840).  R.  Petiveri, 
p.  major,  Koch,  Syn.  Fl.  Germ,  et  Uelvet.  ed.  ii.  p.  13  (1843).  R.  he- 
terophyllus.  Fries  (part)  (1845).  Batrachium.  h'tcrophyllum,  Fries  (part) 
(l!:46).  R.  aqiiatilis,  var.  S.  triparlitus,'\\oc\\  iu  Sturm.  Dcutschl.  Fl. 
H.  p.  67.  f.  (1835).  R.  Friesii,  Beurl.  Botan.  Notis.  1852,  p.  156,  non 
Hartm. 

[EiiUATUM. — In  the  chronological  list,  p.  48,  insert, — 
1865.  lateotuii/,   Revel,  llech.  Bot.   Sud-ouest    France. — La  Teste,  S.W. 
France.] 

(To  he  colli  in  lied.) 
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By  G.  Dickie,  A.M.,  M.D. 

{Head  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  Jan.  I2th,  1871.) 

The  result  of  dvedgino:  near  the  "  Maiden  Eocks"  in  relation  to  range 
in  depth  of  Algrc,  formed  the  subject  of  a  paper  to  the  Society  in  1869  ; 
having  some -years  before  made  a  passage  in  the  lighthouse  tender  from 
Larne,  the  nearest  port,  I  have  thought  that  notes  of  the  Algje  found  on 
them  might  deserve  to  be  recorded,  especially  when  contrasted  with  those 
of  the  nciglibouring  shore.  The  "  Maidens"  are  about  six  to  seven  miles 
from  the  Antrim  coast,  they  are  in  close  proximity,  of  small  extent,  and 
each  mainly  occupied  by  lighthouse-buildings,  presenting  but  few  crevices 
where  land  plants  can  grow,  of  which  I  only  found  tliree,  viz.  Matricaria 
inodora,  var.  /3.  uiaritinia,  and  two  species  of  Alriplex.  The  two  small 
islands  in  question  rise  abruptly,  having  deep  water  near  them ;  they  are 
in  fact  the  rugged  tops  of  a  submerged  mass  of  basalt. 

The  visit  was  made  about  the  end  of  June  (a  month  or  two  later  would 
have  been  more  favourable),  the  time  allowed  was  limited  ;  I,  however,  col- 
lected every  seaweed  tliat  could  be  seen,  and  all  were  kept  separate  in  my 
herbarium. 

The  following  is  a  list : — 

Laminariace^. 

Alaria  eseideuta,  Lyngb.  Chorda  lomentaria,  Lyngb. 

Laminaria  dif/itata,  Lamour. 

ECTOCARPACE.E. 

Edocarpm  sphm-ojjhorus,  Carm.         |       E.  ULlwalis,  Lyngb. 

ElIOI)O.MELACE/E. 


Odonihalia  dantata,  Lyngb. 
Foli/iiipliuniufantic/iata,  Grev. 


P.  vrceolatu,  Grev. 
P.  Brodioii,  Grev. 


Laitrenciace.e. 
Chylocladia  arlicuhta,  Grev. 

Squamaeie^. 
Hildenhrantia  I'tibra,  llarv. 

Corallinace.e. 
Melobesia  pnstulata,  Lam. 

Delesseriace.e. 


Belesseria  siniiosa,  Lamour.* 
B.  alata,  Lamour. 

RHODYMEXIACE.E 


ISitophjllam  laceraiiim,  Grev. 


Rhodymeuia  palmata,  Grev. 


ITydrohipalhnn    sanynineum. 
Stack  h.f 


*  Tliis  is  the  species  which  was  droclged  in  70-80  fathoms,  near  the  "  Maidens  " 
as  reported  in  a  fornior  communication.  ' 

t   Wormskioldia  having  been  appHcd  to  a  genus  of  flowering  plants  by  De 


NOTES    ON    THE    DISTRIBUTION    OF    A1,GM. 


71 


Cryptonemiace-e. 
Gigart'ma  mamillosa,  J.  Ag.  j       Iridcea  edulis,  Bory. 

CERAMIACEiE. 

GrlffUhsia  setacen,  Ag. 


Pt'dota  sericea,  Ktz. 
Ceraminm  rabruni,  Ag. 
C.  acanthonotnm,  Cann. 


CaUitUamnlon  Arbtiscida,  Lyngb. 


SiPIIONACEiE. 

Bryopsis  pluviom,  Ag. 

CONFERVACEiE. 

Cladophora  arcta,  Ktz. 
Ulvace.^. 

B.    ciliaris,    Cann.       Growing 
upon  Ectocurpus  upliarophoriis. 


BnteromorpJia  conqvessa,  Grev. 
Borphjra  lac'miala,  Ag. 
Bamjla  /nsco-purpurea,  Lyngb. 

ElVULARIACE.E. 

Calolhrlx  scopidorum,  Ag. 

DiATOMACE.E, 

Synedra  fulgens,  Sai.  |       Isthmia  nervosa,  Kiitz. 

This  list  is  very  meagre  compared  with  the  species  found  on  the  nearest 
coast,  where  the  prevailing  rock  is  hard  chalk  ;  the  following  are  among 
the  more  remarkable  of  these, — most  of  them  are  not  merely  plentiful,  but 
notable  for  their  size  :* — Laminaria  pJiyllitis,  L.  Fascia,  Dlctyota  dicho- 
toma,  Stdophora  rhizodes,  Punctaria  lat'ifulia,  Asperococciis  Turneri,  Meso- 
ffloia  vei'micularis,  Polysiphonia  formosa,  P.violacea,  P.elonyella,  P.utro- 
pnrpurea,  P.  affinis,  P.  parasillca,  Chylocladia  ovalis,  C.  kaUformis,  Be- 
lesseria  Ilypoglossum,  Nitophylhciti  pioictatiim,  N.  Bo)i)iemaiso)ii,  iV.  Gme- 
Uni,  Rhody ineu'iu  cillala,  Spharococcus  coronopifulins,  Chondnts  I^orvcyi- 
cus,  Halymetda  Ugidata,  Schiaia  fnrciillata,  Kallymenia  i-euiformis,  K. 
Biibyi,  Gloiosiphoiiia  capillaris,  Callit/iamulon  Pluinula,  C.Jloridulam,  C. 
cruclatum,  etc.  etc. 

The  species  already  mentioned  as  found  on  the  "  Maidens"  are  gene- 
rally very  dwarf;  they  also  grow  on  the  nearest  coast,  where  they  attain 
much  greater  size.  Hard  chalk  being  the  prevalent  rock  in  the  one  c;isc, 
and  rugged  basalt  the  habitat  in  the  other,  tlie  contrast  as  to  size,  as  well 
as  number,  might  be  attributed  to  difference  in  chemical  composition ; 
the  small  e.vtent  of  surface  at  the  "  Maiden  Rocks,"  freely  exposetl  to  all 
the  storms  of  the  Channel,  and  therefore  unfavourable  to  the  growth  of 
many  species,  is  the  most  probable  cause ;  on  the  Antrim  coast  sheltered 
pools  and  crevices  abound,  and  these  day  after  day  in  summer,  during  ebb, 

Candollc  in  1821,  S.  0.  Gray,  in  a  jiopulai*  account  of  British  Algro,  has  given  tlic 
name  Maur/eria,  in  honour  of  a  lady  colleetor ;  I  follow  Lo  Jolls's  '  Algaj  of  Cher- 
bourg,' in  adopting  Stackhouse's  iiuinc,  Tentamen,  etc.,  1809. 

*  See  Memoir  of  late  Professor  Harvey,  p.  220,  in  a  letter  he  alludes  to  tlie  size 
of  Rhodymenia  laciniata,  Grev. ;  a  speeiiuen  froni  coast  of  Antrim  large  enough 
to  cover  an  ordinary  round  drawing-room  table. 
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receive  the  full  influence  of  tlie  sun's  rays,  whicli  certainly  affects  tlie 
mean  temperature. 

The  Algfe  of  the  "  Maidens,"  with  few  exceptions,  have  a  wide  range  in 
latitude  and  longitude  on  the  British  and  Irish  coasts ;  Alaria  and  Odon- 
tlialia  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  Northern  shores. 

As  to  the  relation  between  the  kind  of  rock  and  the  distribution  of  Algae, 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  more  abundant  and  widely  diffused 
are  found  iiidifterently  on  rocks  of  the  most  opposite  character;  that 
habitat  does,  however,  modify  the  composition  of  at  least  one  common 
species  seems  proved  by  the  following  instance.  When  passing  the  coast 
at  Bay  of  Nigg,  near  Aberdeen,  in  September  last  (1870),  I  observed  an 
iron  chain  newly  brought  to  shore  which  had  been  during  six  months  in 
four  to  five  fathoms  water,  it  was  completely  covered  by  the  Rhodymenia 
palmata  ;  attached  to  this  chain  there  was  a  piece  of  hempen  rope,  about 
three  feet  in  length,  which  had  a  crop  of  PolysipJiouia  Brodieei ;  these  were 
the  only  species,  and  each  was  strictly  confined  to  the  chain  in  the  one 
case,  and  to  the  rope  in  the  other.  The  Fulysiphonia  was  of  good  size, 
nearly  as  large  as  it  occurs  on  the  neighbouring  rocks ;  the  Rhodymenia 
was  dwarf,  two  or  three  inches,  paler  and  more  delicate  than  usual ;  of 
the  last  I  collected  sufficient  for  analysis,  and  am  indebted  for  a  report  to 
my  friend  and  former  pupil,  J.  C.  Brown,  D.Sc.  Lond.,  and  Lecturer  on 
Toxicology,  Medical  School,  Liverpool ;  he  was  very  careful  to  avoid  any 
source  of  fallacy. 

Rhodymenia  from  iron  chain, 
Iron= 0-0112  per  cent,  of  dry  plant, 
or  0'235  per  cent,  of  the  ashes. 
Rhodymenia  from  granite  rocks,  Bay  of  Nigg, 
Iron  =  0'0035  per  cent  of  the  dry  plant, 
or  0'05G  per  cent,  of  the  ashes. 
It  can  scarcely  be  that  in  this  case  each  plant  "selected"  its  special  ha- 
bitat ;  Rhodymenia  is  a  common  perennial  species,  the  Polysiphonia  appears 
only  toward  the  end  of  summer.     The  fishermen  at  the  salmon  station 
assured  me  that  chain  and  rope  were  quite  clean  when  put  into  the  sea ; 
it  is  probable  that  the  piece  of  rope  had  been  in  some  way  bedded  in  sand 
or  mud,  which  having  been,  towards  the^end  of  the  season,  washed  away 
by  currents,  the  Polysiphonia  grew  on  it,  the  chain  having  been  previously 
covered  with  a  thick  crop  of  the  Rhodymenia. 
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By  Alexander  G.  More,  E.L.S.,  M.K.I.A. 

During  the  fourteen  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  publication,  in 
1856,  of  Dr.  Bromfield's  'Flora  Vectensis,'  several  plants  have  been 
added  to  the  list,  and  the  discovery  of  many  new  localities  for  rare  species 
has  rendered  the  botany  of  the  Isle  of  ^Vight  much  better  known.  The 
present  seems  a  good  opportunity  for  bringing  together  various  contribu- 
tions received  from  otiier  botanists,  which,  joined  to  the  results  of  my 
own  observations  during  seven  years'  residence  at  Bembridge,  from  185 6 
to  1862,  will  serve,  in  some  measui'e,  as  a  continuation  of  the  successful 
labours  of  the  late  Dr.  Bromfield. 
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In  drawing  up  the  following  list,  I  gladly  acknowledge  the  great 
assistance  which  I  have,  on  many  occasions,  received  from  my  friends 
Messrs.  Babington,  Boswell  Svme,  Watson,  Baker,  and  others,  who,  in 
cases  where  I  have  felt  any  doubt,  have  continually  given  me  the  advan- 
tage of  their  opinion. 

The  late  Mr.  A.  J.  Harabrough,  of  Steephill,  Mr.  F.  Stratton,  Ur.  J. 
Pristo,  and  others  of  my  friends  have  supplied  a  large  number  of  loca- 
lities. Mr.  Stratton  has  also  extracted  from  a  copy  of  the  '  Flora  Vec- 
tensis '  some  memoranda  left  by  the  former  owner,  the  late  Major  H. 
Smith,  whose  observations,  however,  must  be  received  with  some  degree 
of  reserve.  Dr.  G.  11.  Tate  has  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  a  series  of 
notes  made  during  his  stay  at  Freshwater,  from  1863  to  1868,  and  Mr. 
J.  G.  Baker  has  favoured  me  with  his  observations  on  Yectensian  Eoses 
and  Riidi,  made  in  1868. 

A  few  of  the  following  plants  are  included  in  a  "  Catalogue  of  the 
Plants  of  the  Isle  of  "Wight,"  published  by  me  in  the  'Annual  Report  for 
1859  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Philosophical  Society,'  and  intended  to  serve 
as  an  index  to  the  herbarium  of  Dr.  Bromfield,  which  is  preserved  at 
Ryde,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society.  Some  of  the  localities  and  plants 
have  also  been  noticed  by  myself  in  the  botanical  portion  of  the  Appendix 
to  '  A  New  Guide  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,'  by  the  Rev.  E.  Venables  (1860), 
or  fi-om  year  to  year  in  the  '  Phytologist,'  the  '  Reports  of  the  Botanical 
Exchange  Club,'  or  the  '  Journal  of  Botany,'  but  many,  especially  of  the 
critical  forms,  have  not  yet  been  recorded. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  localities  here  given  do  not  pretend  to 
show  the  complete  range  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  of  any  of  the  plants,  but 
are  strictly  supplementaiy  to  those  given  by  Dr.  Bromfield  in  his  '  Flora 
Yectensis'  (1856),  and  in  his  "Catalogue  of  the  Plants  growing  wild  in 
Hampshire,"  published  in  the  'Phytologist,'  o.s.  vol.  iii.  and  iv.  (18-47- 
1851). 

The  marks  of  naturalization  are  used,  as  I  have  employed  them  else- 
where, the  single  dagger  f  for  cases  of  slight  suspicion,  for  plants  w  hich 
noAv  appear  native,  but  were  possibly  introduced.  The  double  dagger  J 
for  plants  probably  introduced,  including  nearly  all  the  regular  colonists 
or  cornfield  weeds,  which  spring  up,  year  after  year,  in  cultivated  land. 
The  asterisk  *  is  used  for  plants  certainly  introduced.  Within  the 
brackets  []  are  included  plants  which  are  nowhere  permanently  esta- 
blished, but  occur  occasionally  as  escapes  from  cultivation,  or  by  some  other 
accident,  without  being  self-supporting,  also  numerous  species  which  have 
been  evidently  planted,  and  have  scarcely  yet  strayed  beyond  the  limits  of 
gardens,  houses,  or  intentional  cultivation,  and  the  extinct  plants.  The 
mark  1  is  em))loyed  in  a  few  cases  where  I  have  examined  a  dried  speci- 
men, though  I  have  not  gathered  the  plant. 

\_Thalidriimj!ucHvi,  L.  Probably  extinct;  I  could  not  find  it  in  1863, 
and  Mr.  F.  Stratton  has  also  searched  .unsuccessfully  at  Wootton  Creek. 
"Formerly  in  Lee  Meadows,  K.  ]\1."  (Major  Smith.)] 

XAdou'm  aniKhinalis,  L.  "Fields  at  Wroxall  and  Lowcombe  "  (Major 
Smith).  Flowers  in  July  aiul  August,  hardly  so  early  as  May.  Abundant 
in  the  upper  cornlields  above  Steephill  and  St.  Lawrence ;  appears  well 
established  as  a  weed  among  the  crops. 

liauiuiculiis  Irlchophi/lliis,  Chaix.  Pond  in  a  meadow  nearly  opposite 
the  end  of  the  "  Spencer  Iload,"  Ryde  (J  856),  also  in  the  pool  south  of 
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Cothey  Bottom  Copse,  given  iir  the  'Flora  Vectensis  '  as  a  locality  for 
"11.  (iqi(atilis,  var.  panloihrLv"  this  being  doubtless  the  same  plant  which 
is  called  ''  R.Jlnltans?"  by  Dr.  Bromfield,  in  the  '  Phytologist,'  vol,  iii. 
p.  200  ;  but  the  true  R.Jlnitcuts,  Sibth.,  has  not  been  found  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight. 

R.  Drom-t'd,  Schultz.  Ditches  in  the  marsh  on  north  side  of  Erading 
Harbonr,  where  the  Hoating  leaves  are  sparingly  produced  (1850). 
Ditches  in  the  marsh  at  Freshwater  Gate  I  (A.  J.  Harabrough). 

R.  heterophi/Uus,  Sibth.  In  several  ponds  near  Eembridge,  etc.,  but 
not  common  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  A  form  without  floating  leaves  occurs 
in  the  marsh  ditches  on  the  north  side  of  Brading  Harbour.  Specimens 
of  this  are  preserved  in  D)-.  Bromfield's  herbarium  under  the  name  of 
" R.  cb-cinatus"  Sibth.,  which  has  not  yet  been  found. 

R.  Baudotii,  Godr.  Ditches  on  the  north  side  of  Brading  Harbour, 
abundantly  (1856)  ;  also  in  a  pond  between  the  harbour  and' Yaverland 
Farm.     In  Saltern's  Marsh  between  Sea  View  and  Springvale. 

R.  peltatus,  Fries.  Common.  I5y  this  name  I  understand  a  large- 
flowered  and  luxuriant  plant,  which  is  abundant  in  the  marsh  ditches  near 
Sandown,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  island.  The  early  floating 
leaves  are  often  nearly  peltate,  with  five  rounded  sub-entire  lobes  (var. 
qninqnelobns^  Koch),  but  the  leaves  produced  later  in  the  season  are  reni- 
form,  often  nearly  truncate  at  the  base,  -with  a  tendency  in  this  case  to 
become  three-lobed,  the  central  lobe  l)eing  sepai-ated  from  the  others,  still 
it  is  rounded  at  the  margin,  and  nearly  always  entire.  This  is  probably 
the  variety  uamed  "  truncatus  "  in  the  French  Floras  of  Cherbourg  and 
Dinan,  and  I  believe  it  is  also  this  plant  which,  in  rapid  streams,  becomes 
R.  pseudo-Jluitans,  in  which  the  truncate-reniform  shape  of  the  floating 
leaves  still  continues,  but  their  segments  become  more  acute,  and  are  often 
drawn  out  at  the  tip  into  long  points. 

From  R.  peltatus  I  do  not  feel  any  confidence  in  separating  R.Jlori- 
bundus,  though  I  believe  the  name  may  fairly  be  applied  to  a  plant  with 
the  peltate  floating  leaves  more  deeply  divicled,  and  their  segments  more 
notched,  and  which  I  have  gathered,  here  and  there,  in  ponds  and  ditches 
in  various  parts  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  ~It  is  to  be  noted  that,  as  in  others 
of  this  section,  the  early  flowers  of  R.  peltatus  are  much  larger,  and  the 
petals  more  full  and  rounded,  than  those  which  are  produced  later  in  the 
season. 

R.  Lenormandi,  Schultz.  Plentiful  on  several  parts  of  Pan  Common, 
especially  at  the  western  end.  In  a  ditch  close  to  Alverstone  Lynch, 
Ditches  in  the  Wilderness  at  Eookley,  and  near  Lashmere  Pond.  Far 
less  common  with  us  than  R.  hederaceiis,  and  apparently  restricted  to  a 
sandy  soil, 

R.  hederaceus,  L.  At  Ilillways,  Eembridge.  On  Pan  Common.  At 
Luccombe,  near  the  Chine.  Lashmere  Pond.  Freshwater  Gate,  etc.  Pan, 
near  Newport  (F.  Stratton), 

R.  Flaiamula,  var.  psmdo-reptans,  Syme.  In  boggy  ground  at  Fresh- 
water, Ilookley,  Blackwater,  etc.  (F.'Stratton).  tins  is  very  diflerent 
in  appearance  from  the  plant  which  grows  on  the  shores  of  mountain 
lakes,  and  is  probably  no  more  than  a  procumbent  form  of  growth  assumed 
in  autumn  by  R.  Flauimula. 

R.  Ficaiia,  L.  Near  Eembridge,  I  have  sometimes  found  root-leaves 
with  rounded  and  overlapping  lobes,  but  the  outer  ])hyllodes  are  not  half 
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fis  wide  as  the  sheaths  of  the  leaves.  Tin's  therefore  is  not  quite  the 
Ficuria  incumhe)is  of  foi'eign  writers,  though  I  believe  it  the  var.  incuiii- 
bens  of  Syiue's  '  Euglisli  Botany.' 

R.  acns,  L.,  var.  11.  Boranuiis,  Jord.  Our  Isle  of  Wiglit  plant  appeal's 
to  belong  exclusively  to  the  form  "5.  tomophjllm,'''  of  Jordan  ('Diag- 
noses,' p.  71),  differing  from  typical  R.  Borcenuus  in  having  the  base  of 
the  stem  and  the  petioles  of  the  radical  leaves  clothed  with  spreading 
yellow  hairs.     I  have  not  met  with  R.  vulcjatus,  Jord. 

R.  hlrsiitiis,  Curt.  Frequent  in  damp  meadows,  especially  near  the 
sea ;  occurs  also  on  village  greens,  as  at  Nettlestone.  By  no  means  ex- 
clusively agrestal  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Galtha  pidudris,  L.  So  far  as  I  know,  only  the  variety  "  vulgaris  " 
occnrs. 

*IIeIleborns  vlridls,  L.  A  large  patch  in  Woodhouse  Copse,  near  Al- 
verstone  (J.  Pristo)  ;  the  remains,  I  fear,  of  former  cnltivation. 

Xllelleboriis  /(etidns,  L.  Probably  not  indigenous  at  St.  Lawrence, 
where  I  have  only  seen  it  in  and  near  to  what  was  formerly  a  shrubbery 
or  pleasure  ground,  and  which,  though  now  snfificiently  wild  in  appear- 
ance, still  produces  the  cut-leaved  Elder  and  a  foreign  species  of  Hyperi- 
cnm.  Mr.  Stratton  has  observed  one  or  two  plants  in  a  still  more 
suspicious  station,  in  a  hazel  copse  close  to  the  orchard  at  Apes  Down 
Farm. 

Aqn'degla  vulgaris,  L.  In  a  wood  south-west  of  Colwell ;  and  by  the 
side  of  the  Yar,  one  mile  south  of  Yarmouth,  sparingly  in  both  places,  but 
truly  wild  (J.  G.  Baker).  Formerly  at  Alverstone,  on  land  that  had  been 
cultivated  many  years  ago  (J.  Pristo). 

[Deljjhiiii/im  Ajacis,  L.  The  two  specimens  of  "Z).  ConsoUda,'^  men- 
tioned in  '  Flora  Yectensis  '  as  gathered  by  Mr.  Hambrough  and  Miss 
Kirkpatrick,  both  have  a  pubescent  capsule  ;  but  the  plant  has  no  claim 
to  be  considered  established  in  our  cornfields.] 

*Berberis  vulgaris,  L.  A  few  bushes  in  a  hedge  between  Furzy 
Goldens  and  More  Green,  Freshwater  (H.  C.  Watson).  Probably 
planted  here,  as  in  the  other  localities  given  in  '  Flora  Yectensis.' 

XPaj)aver  dubitiin  {Lamotlcl,  Bor.).  Sandy  cornlields  above  Red  ClilT, 
Sandow^n  Bay  ;  in  corn  near  Ncwchurch;  chalk-pit,  south-cast  of  Caris- 
brook  Castle.     By  no  means  common. 

XP.  Lecoqnii,  Lamotte.  Cultivated  fields  above  the  landslip  at  Luc- 
combe  (Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould,  1858).  A  single  plant  in  a  sandy  turnip- 
field  at  Bembridge.  On  a  heap  of  chalky  rubbish  by  the  roadside  between 
Lake  and  Shanklin.  Frequent  in  garden  ground  at  Ventnor  and  Bon- 
church.  Near  Gatcombe  and  Carisbrooke  (F.  Stratton).  P.  Lecoqnii 
shows  a  decided  preference  for  a  calcareous  soil,  as  P.  Lamottei  does  for 
sand.     Both  plants  are  very  local  or  scarce. 

XPajjacer  Rhceas,  var.  strigosum,  Bonninghauscn.  Near  Yaverland ; 
near  Tyne  House,  Bembridge ;  at  Kerne,  Ashey,  and  Nunwell ;  but  in  all 
stations  sparingly.  This  is  not  an  ambiguoiis  or  intermediate  form,  but 
simply  P.  Rh();us  with  adpressed  hairs. 

■\Fuiiiaria  pullidijhra,  Jord.  In  hedges  and  on  rough  bushy  banks 
about  Bonchurch  and  Yentnor,  but  in  no  great  abundance  (ISGl).  In  a 
hedge  at  Brightstonc,  where  INIr.  Stratton  also  has  gathered  it.  JNIr. 
Stratton  has  kindly  shown  me  the  specimens  he  named  F.  Borai  ('  Jour- 
nal of  Botany,'  YIl.  p.  315).     I  cannot  see  how  they  difl'er,  except  iu 
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colour,  from  typical  F.  palUcliflora,  gathered  at  the  same  time.  In  the 
series  occur  some  specimens  witli  perfectly  white  flowers,  and  others  more 
or  less  tinged  with  purple,  and  the  curvature  of  the  pedicels  is  very  vari- 
able even  in  the  same  plant.  In  any  case,  the  supposed  F.  Borm  from 
Brightstone  difl"ers  widely  from  the  plant  given  as  F.  Borm  in  Billot's 
•  Exsiccata.'  I  may  add  that  Dr.  Boswell  Syme  also  refers  Mr.  Stratton's 
specimens  to  F.  palUdiflora. 

■\F.  confusa,  Jord.  On  the  shore  west  of  Ryde  ;  hedge  at  Alverstone  ; 
garden  of  the  Vicarage  at  Carisbrooke ;  Appuldurcombe  I  (A.  J.  Hara- 
brough).  By  far  the  most  frequent  of  the  capreolate  FumaricB  in  the 
island. 

^F.  muralis,  Sond.  Hedge  near  Freshwater  Gate,  sparingly,  June, 
1862.  The  plant  gathered  here  agrees  closely  with  Mr.  Watson's  Azo- 
rean  specimens. 

Obs.  F.  micrantlia.  Lag.  Dr.  G.  K.  Tate  reports  having  found  a  single 
specimen,  which  was  not  preserved,  in  waste  ground  near  Yarmouth,,  in 
1865.  Dr.  Bell  Salter  recorded,  I  believe  inadvertently,  F.  mkranilm  as 
found  by  himself  flowering  in  January,  1855,  near  Hyde  (Bot.  Soc.  Edin. 
Proc.  1855,  p.  18).  Dr.  Bromfield  speaks  of  another  specimen  found 
by  Dr.  Salter  as  either  parviflora  or  micrantlia.  But  I  fear  this  species 
cannot  be  accepted  as  an  Isle  of  Wight  plant. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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■WoLFFiA  IN  Blossom.— Mr.  Henry  Gillman,  in  the  'American 
Naturalist'  for  January,  says, — "I  have  just  found  (August  2St]i,  1870) 
the  JFolffia  columbiam,  Karsten,  flowering  abundantly  in  a  pool  at  Sand- 
wich, Ontario,  on  the  Detroit  river.  I  discovered  this  station  for  it  more 
than  a  year  ago,  but  hitherto  have  failed  to  find  the  flowers  till  now. 
Untold  millions  of  these  tiny  plants  covered  the  surfcice  of  the  water,  hid- 
ing it  completely,  and  lying  en  mass»  at  least  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
thick,  I  found  it  also  (though  not  fertile)  some  miles  higher  up  the 
river,  at  Connor's  Creek,  Michigan,  but  nowhere  else  along  the  shores. 
Though  Gray  says  'flowers  and  fruit  not  seen,' it  has,  I  think,  bee-.i 
found  once  in  flower  in  the  Catskills.  The  delicate  white  flowers  dis- 
appear soon  after  taking  it  from  the  water,  but  on  placing  some  next  day 
in  my  aquarium  the  little  plants  at  once  'righted  themselves,'  and  the 
flowers  almost  instantly  reappeared,  expanding  fresh  as  ever  from  the 
centre  of  the  frond.  Last  year,  in  the  same  pool,  it  was  quite  abundant, 
growing  with  Lemna  rainor,  L.,  which  was,  however,  lai-gely  in  the 
majority.  Now  I  find  the  JFolffia  has  almost  taken  possession  of  the 
pool,  driving  out  the  Lemna,  wiiich  is  'few  and  far  between,'  and  of  a 
sickly  and_  degraded  type."  The  European  (and  British)  species,  IF. 
arrhiza,  Wimm.,  has,  I  believe,  been  seen  in  flower  hitherto  only  in  West 
Africa  by  Dr.  Welwitsch,  and  his  specimens  were  described  and  figured 
by  Hegelmaicr  in  this  Journal,  Vol.  HI.  p.  113,  and  tab.  29.  A  hinF  here 
for  those  with  aquaria  who  try  to  flower  this  tiny  plant— stint  it  of  water, 
and  expose  it  to  heat.  Perhaps  growing  it  on  flannel  kept  constantly 
wet  with  warm  water,  and  exposed  to  the  sun,  might  cause  the  reproductive 
energies  to  overcome  the  vegetative  ones. — Henuy  Trimen. 
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Plants  of  the  Northern  Suburbs  of  London,  1870. — The 
vegetation  of  the  oiitskh'ts  of  Loudon  includes  a  curious  collection  of 
Avaifs  and  strays.  It  is  often  exceedingly  puzzling  to  trace  their  source, 
though  sometimes  the  clue  seems  more  obvious.  This  was  the  case  with 
a  new  road  near  South  End  Green,  Hampstead,  wliich  had  been  made  but 
never  used.  The  flint  ballast  with  which  it  had  been  covered  was  almost 
hidden  by  the  rank-growing  plants,  amongst  which  were  some  large  and 
conspicuous  bushy  individuals  of  Atriplex  marina,  L.  Although  this  has 
been  recorded  for'Middlesex  by  Petivcr  (see  '  Flora  of  Middlesex,'  p.  236), 
it  is  usually  so  exclusively  a  littoral  species  that  it  makes  the  presump- 
tion very  strong  that  the  road  had  been  made  with  shore-ballast.  The 
llev.  W.  M.  Hind's  locality  for  A.  Babingfonii,  Woods,  between  Kilburn 
and  Kensal  Green  (vide  '  Flora  of  Middlesex,'  p.  238),  was  on  sea- 
gravel.  With  A.  marina,  L.,  there  was  a  curious  assemblage  of  plants. 
Helianthus  annum,  L. ;  Linaria  minor,  Desf.,  abundant  and  of  a  large 
size  (this  has  otherwise  seemed  quite  confined  in  Middlesex  to  the 
western  half)  ;  Serrafalcits  secaliuus,  Bab. ;  S.  arvensis,  Godr. ;  Loliiim 
temulentum,  L.  A  very  handsome  Polygonum  seems  to  me  to  be  the  true 
P.  Pensylvanicum,  L.,  though  Mr.  Watson,  to  whom  T  submitted  a  per- 
haps hardly  sufficient  scrap,  prefers  to  call  it  P.  lapathifolimn.  The 
colour  of  the  perianth,  a  bright  deep  pink,  gave  the  plant  a  gay  appear- 
ance, suggesting  an  exaggerated  state  of  P.  Fersicaria,  from  which,  how- 
ever,  the  abundantly  glandular  peduncles  at  once  separate  it.  From 
P.  lapatjiifolium  it  is  easily  distinguished  by  the  erect  racemes  and 
exserled  stamens  ;  but,  of  course,  if  P.  Fersicaria  and  P.  lapathifoVrnm 
were  united  as  is  done  by  Mr.  Bentham,  the  aggregate  species  would 
have  to  include  P.  Fensylvanicum  also.  Besides  the  irrepressible  Atri- 
plexes,  Chenopodiums,  and  Polygonums  of  London  subm-bs,  there  was  a 
tall-growing  Chenopodium  which,  although  very  near  C.  opiiUfolinm, 
Schrader,  seems  quite  distinct  from  it,  not  having  its  rhomboidal  obtuse, 
almost  3-lobed  leaves.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  a  more  generalized 
type  of  that  segregate  of  C.  album,  L.,  of  which  C.  candicans,  Lamk.,  is  a 
rather  abnormal  state,  certainly  owing  something  of  its  habit  to  growing 
with  cultivated  crops.  My  plant  was  a  good  deal  branched  with  long 
leafy  branches,  the  leaves  sparingly  mealy,  ovate-rhomboidal  deeply- 
toothed,  and  exceeding  the  short  axillary  spikes  of  mealy  flowers.  Except 
that  the  foliage  was  greenish  rather  than  glaucous-white,  this  agrees  on 
the  whole  with  the  C.  album,  L.,  of  Boreau  (Fl.  du  Cent,  de  la  Fr.  2078). 
The  cornfield  plant,  which  is  the  0.  album  of  the  Linnsean  herbarium,  has 
the  toothing  of  the  leaves  shallower.  Syme  must  have  had  some  such 
plant  as  mine  in  view  when  he  speaks  of  candicans  reaching  three  feet  in 
lieight,  and  being  "rarely  mucli  branched."  (E.  B.  vol.  viii.  p.  14.) 
C.  opnlifolium  has  a  glaucous  mealiness  over  a  rather  dark  green  surface, 
which  comes  out  through  it  in  drying.  When  growing,  it  has  besides  a 
peculiar  fades,  from  the  branches  being  mostly  long  and  simple,  and 
rather  sparingly  supplietl  with  foliage.  It  is  a  plant  luakiiig  its  way 
steadily  into  notice  in  the  environs  of  London. 

Chenopodiums  sometimes  present  themselves  in  a  very  anomalous 
guise,  and  perhaps  the  most  puzzling  form  I  have  come  across  is  a  state 
of  C.  rubrum,  L.,  from  near  Cricklewood,  Middlesex.  I  speculated  at 
first  on  the  ])ossibility  of  this  being  a  hybrid,  but  the  plants  were  stunted 
and  some  of  them  injured,  which  may  account  for  the  peculiarities.     The 
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leaves,  except  a  few  sliglitly  hastate  with  ascending  lobes,  are  narrowly 
lanceolate,  entire,  and  obtuse.  The  intlorcscence,  instead  of  forming- 
dense  leafy  spikes,  consists  of  small  distant  axillary  cymes.  Anything 
more  nnlike  normal  C.  rahrnm  it  is  difficnlt  to  imagine. 

A  enn'ons  point  abont  London  introdnced  plants  is  the  general  preva- 
lence of  some  one  species  during  a  single  year,  and  its  oidy  sparing  recur- 
rence afterwards.  In  ISC?  it  was  impossible  to  examine  a  waste  bit  of 
ground  without  coming  sporadically  n])on  Sdaria  viridis,  Beauv.  Last 
year  Lepidiuin  riiclerale,  L.,  seemed  to  be  eqnally  widely  dispersed ;  within 
a  short  time  I  met  with  it  at  Highgate,  Hampstend,  and  Teddington.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  the  grain  u~cd  for  feeding  horses  may  each  year, 
from  market  contingencies,  come  mainly  from  some  one  sonrce.  It  seems 
qnite  likely  that  the  horsebags  of  horses  belonging  to  builders,  f-ab- 
drivers,  etc.  may  be  a  (piitc  important  means  of  distributing  small  exotic 
seeds  iu  the  environs  of  large  towns. — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 


Barometric  Plants. — Linnsens,  in  his  '  Flora  Lapponica,'  writing 
on  Trifol'mm.  repens  (274),  states  that  is  a  common  practice  to  predict 
(tanquam  e  Barometro)  a  coming  storm  by  an  inspection  of  this  ])lant  ; 
for  when  the  air  is  hot  then  the  leaves  hang  down,  whereas  when  tliere  is 
moisture  in  the  air  the  leaves  are  erect.  This  holds,  he  remarks,  not  only 
for  the  Trefoil,  but  also  for  most  plants  which  have  declining  stamens 
{"  dec/iua(a,  deorsnm  inflexa  iiistar 'CariucC  Navieul.ie."  Phil.  Bot.  1770, 
p.  219  ;  cf.  P)abington,  sub  voce).  All  the  flowers,  too,  generally  con- 
verge (connivent)  when  a  shower  is  impending,  as  though  they  knew 
that  the  water  would  interfere  with  the  fertilization  of  the  plant,  for  when 
the  fertilization  has  been  efl'ected  no  such  convergency  is  exhibited  ("  quasi 
scientes  aqnam  actum  generationis  turbare,  coagnlando  vel  diluendo  fari- 
nam  genitalem,  cum  actu  generationis  celebrato  nulla  conniventioe  sigua 
ostendant").  He  instances  Mimosa,  Cassia,  Baiddnirt,  and  their  allies,  as 
plants  whose  leaves  converge  every  evening,  even  though  there  be  no 
diminution  of  temperature.  He  conclndes  by  asking  what  is  the  cause  of 
this  sensitiveness,  and  what  change*  there  is  in  the  night  air  beyond  the 
absence  of  light  and  heat  ?  Dr.  Hooker  ('  ytudenl's  Flora,'  p.  79)  states 
that  the  leaflets  of  Oxalis  are  pendulous  at  night,  and  often  sensitive  to 
light.  Of  AiuujaUis  arvensis  he  remarks  that  the  corolla  opens  in  clear 
weather,  and  other  plants  besides  those  specified  doubtless  obey  the  same 
law.  I  would  wish  to  re]Deat  the  question  given  above  of  the  great 
botanist,  in  the  hope  that  some  reader  of  the  Journal  will  be  able  to  give 
an  ex])lanation  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  Will  the  same  ex})lanation 
account  for  the  perhaps  more  singular  circumstance  that  the  Tra<jupo(jon 
pralensis,  L.,  closes  at  noon? — Robert  Tucker. 


Accent  in  Botanical  Names.— Mr.  H.  C.  Watson,  on  pp.  3  and 
G9  of  vol.  i.  (1847)  of  his  '  Cybele  Britannica,'  gives  "  for  the  benefit  of 
lady  readers  or  others  who  are  not  familiar  with  Greek  and  Latin  names," 
his  pronunciation  of  the  word  "  Cybele."  Dictionaries  are  on  ]\Ir.  Wat- 
son's side,  yet  one  Yirgil,  no  mean  poet,  required  for  his  verse,  not 
Cyb-cl-e  but  Cyb-e-le.  (See  also  Cyb.  Brit.  vol.  iv.  (1859),  and  '  Com- 
pendhim,'  preface,  ]).  vi.  (1870).)  Now  this  word  is  one  for  which  there 
are  two  pronunciations,  1  think,  fairly  allowable,  if  a  Latin  author  may  be 
cited  as  a  u'ood  authority  for  his  own  languagx' ;  but  what  amazes  mc  and 
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equally  worries  me  is  tlie  great  diversity  in  the  position  of  the  accent  sanc- 
tioned by  the  usage  of  our  foremost  botanical  writers.  I  go  no  furtlier  than, 
these,  for  when  we  descend  to  tlie  minora  udera,  the  differences  are  great !v 
multiplird.  To  prove  my  point  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  handbooks  of 
Babington,  fifth  edition  (13.),  Hooker  (H.),  and  Syme  (S.),  and  Koch's 
'  Synopsis  '  (,K.),  taking  some  tweiity  plants  and  classifying  my  results.  ]3, 
and  S.  agree  in  placing  the  accent  on  the  penult  in  CorydaUs,  Reseda  (K.), 
Onohryclds  (K.),  CEiiothera,  Cascnta,  Aspervgo,  Ohione,  L.  Mdrtagon,  A. 
ScoroJoprasii7n,  etc.,  Tr'ujlocldn  (K.),  P.  Ilydroplper,  Mi/rica  (K.);  whilst 
in  all  these  cases  H.  has  the  penult  short,  and  K.  is  silent  unless  inserted 
as  above.  B.  stands  alone  with  accent  on  penult  in  Koniga  (K.  is  silent), 
Oxi/tropis,  Doronicum.  (K.  silent),  C.  Calcitrapa,  TuUjya  ;  H.  stands  alone 
in  accented  penult  of  Ornilhopns,  Comaruvi,  Arnoaeris,  Arhntns  (forgetting 
"  viride  membra  sub  arbuto  stratus"),  Fhyllodoce  (K.  silent),  F.  Coro- 
nopus  (K.  silent) ;  S.  alone  shortens  the  penult  in  Fetroselinum,  Urtica  ; 
K.  differs  from  the  English  writers  in  placing  the  accent  on  the  penult  in 
Cephalanthera,  Centaurea,  EUdine ;  11.  and  S.  agree  in  lengthening  the 
penult  of  Lapsana  ;  and  finally,  in  the  case  of  Radiola,  B.  puts  accent  on 
0,  H.  K.  on  i,  and  S.  on  first  syllable.  fSimilar  differences  might  be 
easily  multiplied,  and  will  readily  occur  to  botanists.  1  think  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  have  uniformity  in  this  matter,  and  surely  in  tiie 
majority  of  the  cases  there  is  but  one  legitimate  pronunciation,  since  the 
names  are  classical  names  and  not  anglicized  forms. — Eobert  Tl'ckek. 


Deunite  and  Indefinite  Hhizomes. — The  division  of  axes  into 
definite  and  indefinite  has  a  very  important  meaning  with  reference  to  the 
general  habit  of  plants.  Ordinarily  speaking,  that  is  to  say,  excej)tiug 
only  some  wholly  abnormal  cases,  when  the  terminal  bud  of  an  axis  is 
developed  into  a  fiower,  the  growth  of  the  axis  is  arrested,  and  further 
increase  can  only  take  place  by  the  production  of  axillary  buds  ;  in  such 
a  case  the  axis  is  said  to  be  definite.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  axis  is 
never  terminated  by  a  flower  or  by  anything  but  a  growing  bud,  its 
eonliiHioiis  growth  will  of  course  proceed  unchecked,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
indcjudte.  A  general  principle  of  this  kind  includes  all  that  is  stated  in 
books  about  definite  and  indefinite  rhizomes,  branching,  inflorescence. 
The  only  difference  between  a  conn  and  a  rootstock,  or  rhizome,  con.sists 
in  the  fact  that  a  corm  is  only  of  a  year's  duration,  while  a  rootstock 
consists  of  a  string  of  annual  growths,  which  remain  persistently  attached. 
The  only  difference,  for  example,  between  the  corm  of  Arum  mnrAdalitm 
and  the  rhizome  of  Solomon's-seal  lies  in  the  persistence  of  the  old  axes 
in  the  latter  ease  and  their  decay  in  the  former.  In  both,  the  terminal 
bud  of  the  subterranean  horizontal  axis  turns  up  and  produces  an  aerial 
devel()])nunt  of  infforescenee  and  h-avcs.  The  uuilcrground  growth  is 
carried  on  by  the  elongation,  later  in  the  year,  of  an  axillary  bud.  This 
is  the  typical  arrangement  of  a  definite  rhizome,  ami  it  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  common.  Excellent  ill ustra' ions  are  supplied  by  the  Bamboo  and 
the  genus  /r/«,  as  limited  by^Mr.  Jxiker.  According  to  fig.  loO  in 
llenfrey's  '  Elementary  Course,'  the  Cowslip  also  has  the  flowering  stem 
produced  by  a  terminal  bud.  This  would  make  it  an  instance  of  a  definite 
rhizome,  but  this  is  almost  certainly  an  error.'"*  Throughout  the  Priiun- 
lacece,  axillary  iidloresceuee  is  the  general  rule,  whether  the  nuiin  axis  be 
erect,  prostrate,  or  subterranean.     The  genus  Primula  is  no  (exception,  as 
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is  correctly  pointed  out  with  a  fif^-ure  in  Dresser's  '  Elements  of  Botany  * 
(p.  70,  fig.  72).  Other  examples  of  an  indefinite  rhizome  are  supplied  by 
Menyanthes  trifolinta  and  Butomns  umbellaiiis.  St.  Hilaire  (' ]Morpholo<)-ie 
"Veji^etale ')  gives  Scirpns  palustris  and  midt'icaulis,  but  it  seems  ])rob;il)le 
that  the  Cyperacea  have  all  definite  rhizomes  as  well  as  Juncecc  and 
grasses.  However,  the  underground  economy  of  plants  is  an  almost 
untouched  subject  in  this  country,  although  every  collecting  botanist 
might  contribute  something  to  our  knowledge  by  the  dissection  and  study 
of  promising  specimens. — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyek. 

Can  any  botanist  allow  me  the  examination  of  a  specimen  of  Opegrapha 
calcarea,  Turn.  (Eng.  Bot.  1790),  authenticated  by  Mr.  Turner  himself? 
None  such  exists  in  the  Turner  herbarium,  Borrer  herbarium,  nor 
Sowerby  herbarium  at  Kew  and  the  British  Museum. — W.  A.  Leighton. 


Krempelhuber,  in  his  '  Geschichte  und  Litteratur  der  Lichenologie,' 
vol.  ii.  p.  507,  refers  Lichen  terrestrls  minimus  fuscus  of  Eay's  '  Synopsis,' 
2nd  ed.  App.  p.  331,  to  Obryzum  corniculatum.  Wall.  Can  any  one  who 
has  examined  Eay's  herbarium  in  British  Museum  inform  me  whether  this 
is  correct,  or  are  the  specimens  referable  to  Leptoqium  palmatum,  Mut. 
(Eng.  Bot.  t.  1635)?— W.  A.  Leighton. 

In  Buddie's  herbarium  at  the  British  Museum,  vol.  cxiv.  fol.  8.  n.  3,  is 
an  authentic  specimen,  labelled  "  Lichen  terrestris  minimus  fiiscus,  Doody, 
in  Appendix  Eay  Syn.,  Bobart  Hist.  Oxon.  part  3.  sect.  15.  t.  7.  f.  4. 
E.  suppl.  48."  It  seems  to  be  rather  a  state  of  Leptoginm  sinnatum  than 
o^  L.  palmatum.  At  all  events  the  specimen  is  infertile,  and  certainly 
affords  no  warrant  for  the  inference  that  it  is  Obryzum  corniculatum,  Wallr. 

J.  M.  CllOMBIE, 


gf|jorts* 
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{^Continued  from,  p.  61.) 

Drimta  Burchellii,  Baker  (Liliacece) ;  folia  synanthia,  carnoso- 
herbacea,  lorato-lanceolata,  glabra,  7-8  poll.  longa,  1  poll,  lata ;  scapus 
foliis  subfiequans  ;  racemus  8-9  poll,  longus,  1  poll,  latus,  60-100-florus; 
pedicelli  erecto-patentes,  2-3  lin.  longi,  bracteis  linearibus  suba^quantes ; 
perigonium  5-6  lin.  longum,  laciniis  tubo  triplo  longioribus.  C.  B.  S. — 
Burchell,  4769  I  Zeyher,  754  \— Appendix,  Bef.  Bot.  p.  2. 

D.  ROBUSTA,  BaTcer ;  bulbo  solitario  hypog<fio,  foliis  6-9  erectis  synau- 
thiis  lorato-lanceolalis  tripedalibus  glabris  acutis,  carnoso-herbaceis  im- 
maculatis,  scapo  erecto  tereti  stricto  tripcdali,  racemo  subpedali  modice 
laxo,  pedicellis  floribus  cernuis  et  bracteis  lan'eeolato-acuminatis  subaj- 
quantibus,  perigonio  extrorsum  viridi  intus  purpureo  tincto,  laciniis  ligu- 
latis  cucullatistubo  campanulato  3-4-plo  longioribus,  filamentis  linearibus 
conniveutibus  laciniis  paullo  brevioribus,  ovarii  loculis  multiovulatis. — 
Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Uef.  Bot.  t.  190. 

Drimiopsis  minor,  Baker  (Liliacecp)  ;  bulbo  globoso  tertio  supcriore 
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epiira^n  squaiiiosn,  foliis  2-3  cordato-ovatis  bipollicaribus  carnoso-herbaceis 
viiidibiis  uiaoulis  saturatiovibus  riotatis  basi  in  petioliim  canaliculaturn 
lamina  subiequaute  cite  aiigustutis,  scapis  foliis  excedentibus,  floribus 
12-20  dense  subspicatis,  perigouio  1}  liii.  loiigo,  laciniis  ovato-rotuudatis. 
— Hab.  Natal,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Itt^f.  Bot.  t.  1!J3. 

Enkyanthus  japonicus,  Hook.  f.  {Erlcacea:)  ;  rainulis  subverticil- 
latis,  foliis  deoiduis  membranaccis  l)reviter  petiolatis  elHptico-ovatis  oIj- 
ovatisve  acutis  arg-ute  serrulatis,  corolla  alba  globosa,  basi  5-saccata  ore 
contracto  lobis  parvis  revohitis,  capsiila  angusta  erecta. — Hab.  Japan, 
Ilort.  Kew.,  introduced  by  Messrs.  8tandisli. — Bot.  May.  t.  5822. 

EpiuENDiiUM  microcharis,  i2m'/f/A /.  {OrcJudea)  {i\\X.  E.  pidchello, 
A.  liicb.  et  Gal.);  radices  velatns,  filiformes,  subtilissime  insculptge  ;  va- 
ginae fultientes,  emarcidse ;  pseudobidbi  ol)longo-pyrilormes,  purpiireo- 
violacei,  hinc  impressi;  folia  gemiiia ;  laminai  optiine  articidatse,  linea 
callosa  transversa  albida  sub  lamina,  lineari-ligulatas,  acuta:,  chartaceo- 
pergameneaj,  infra  purpureo-violace;ie,  supra  violaceo  niarginatEe  ;  ra- 
cemus  pauciilorus  ;  bractese  triangulo-snbulata;,  ovariis  pedicellatis  longe 
breviores ;  ovaria  pedicellata,  curvula ;  sepala  ligulata,  obtuse  acuta  ; 
petala  linearia,  apiculata  ;  labellnm  omuino  adnatum,  tritidnm,  lacinise 
laterales  semiovata:  retrorsura  angulatae  extrorsuni  liino  lobulatte,  lacinia 
media  bifida,  lacinulis  divaricatis  denticulo  medio  interjecto,  basis  Isevis  ; 
columna  omnino  labello  accreta,  apice  dilatata,  androcliniuni  linearibus 
emarginatum,  dens  semiovatus  acutus  utrinque  ;  color  ocliroleucus,  albi- 
dus,  maculis  occultis  purpureis. — Hab.  It  comes  from  Guatemala,  and  lias 
flowered  lately,  under  Mr.  Green's  able  management,  in  the  rich  collection 
of  W.  Wilson  Saunders,  Esq.— Cffri.  Chrori'.  1870,  p.  124.6. 

Erbmophtla,  sp.  nov.,  F.  Midi.  {Mi/oporacea).  No  description. — 
Vide  Joiirn.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  321. 

Eriostemon,  sp.  nov.,  F.  Miill.  {Rnlacere).  No  description. — Fide 
Joiini.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  322. 

EucoMis  CLAVATA,  Baker  {LillacecB,  Scillea;)  ;  foliis  9-12  late  ob- 
lanceolatis  acutis  vel  subobtusis  pedalibus  vel  ultra  planiusculis,  margine 
minute  breviter  ciliatis,  scapo  crasse  clavato  racemo  diraidio  breviore, 
racemo  subdenso  50-80-floro  3  poll,  crasso,  pedicellis  crassis  brevissimis, 
comae  foliis  20-25  lanceolatis  floribus  paulo  excedentibus. — Hab.  A  na- 
tive of  Cape  Colony,  j\lr.  Cooper,  Hort.  Saunders.— iZe/.  Bot.  t.  238. 

Fernandoa  ('6';vo;y:?  Ferdinandoa)  magnifica,  See)ii.  {Blynoniaceaf). 
-r-Fide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  280. 

Eritillaria  collicola,  Haiice  (LiUacea>). — Fide  Jonrn.  Bot.  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  76. 

Gerrardina,  Olio.  gen.  nov.  {Bamydacece,  Ilomuliefp).  Flores  liorma- 
phroditi.  Calyx  campanulatus,  5-fidus,  tubo  brevi,  limbi  lobis  inaRquali- 
bus  2  extcrioribus  brevioribus  rotuiidatis  iuterioribus  late  elliptiois,  a^stiva- 
tioue  imbricatis.  Discus  tubuni  calycis  vesticns,  puuct^itus,  margine  late 
5-crenulatus.  Petala  5,  calyce  breviora  et  cum  lobis  calycinis  altcrnantia, 
margine  disci  inserta,  ovato-rotundata,  basi  late  cuneata.  Stamina  petalis 
numero  isonieva  et  eisdem  opposita,  margine  disci  inserta;  filainenta  subu- 
lata  ;  anthcra  .  .  .  Ovarium  lilicrum,  obovoideum,  apiec  tnrbinatum  v. 
subtruncatum,  pubescente,  basi  latum,  unilooulare  ;  stylus  brevis,  subnla- 
tus,  centricus  ;  stigma  (ut  videtur  lobulatuni)  ;  ovula  anatropa  4,  in  pla- 
centis  duabus  per  paria  in  apice  cavitatis  pcndula.  Eructus  siccus,  mono- 
spermus.     Semen    pericarpio    coufornu',    pencbilum,    obovoideum  ;    testa 
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Isevis,  glabra ;  embryo  et  albumen  .  .  . — Friitcx  v.  arbiiscula  ?  Folia 
alterna,  simplicia,  coriacea,  persistciilin,  sernilata.  Stipulfe  raiiiutissimse 
V.  0.     Flores  parvi,  cymosi,  pedmioulati. 

G.  FOLiosA,  OUv.  sp.  unica. — Hab.  Natal,  W.  T.  Gerrard,  1865. — 
Hook.  Ic.  Plant,  t.  1075. 

GoMPHRRNA  Pearcei,  Oliv.  {Awarantaceo)  ;  herbula  diffusa,  glabra, 
caulibus  pluril)us  brevihus  umbcllatis  earnosulis,  raraulis  ex  eodem  node 
sJEpius  4-5  divaricatis,  capitulis  numerosis  brcviter  pedunculatis  8-12- 
floris,  bracteis  involucralibus  lierbaceis  glabris  floribus  brevioribus,  brac- 
teolis  obovato-rotundatis  tcnuiter  albo-membranaceis,  perianthii  fcliolis 
anguste  obliqiiis  basi  tube  stamineo  adnatis. —  Hab.  Pogota,  10,000  ft., 
March,  1804,  R.  Pearcc.  (This  locality  I  do  not  find  iu  the  Andes.  Per- 
lia])S  Bogota  may  be  meant.) — Hook.  Ic.  Plant,  t.  1073. 

Hawortiiia  Coopehi,  Baker  (Liliacfo;  Aloluea)  ;  acaulis,  foliis 
30-40  pro  genere  baud  crassis  in  rosulam  dense  confertis  oblongo-lanceo- 
latis  sesquiuiicialibus  triplo  longioribus  qnam  latis  longe  aristatis  pallide 
viridibus  utrinque  convexis  in  tertio  siiperiore  pellucido-vittalis  apice  pel- 
lucido,  ad  marginera  carinam  et  insigniter  ad  aristam  setis  pellucidis  pa- 
tenti!)us  ciliatis,  exterioribus  ascendentibus,  pcduncido  pedali,  racemo 
10-12-noro  modice  denso,  bracteis  parvis  deltoideis  pedicellis  perbrevi- 
bus  erecto-pateiitibus  superantibus,  perianthio  albido  purpnreo-vittato 
limho  distiticte  bilabiate  tubo  duplo  breviore. — Hab.  A  native  of  Cape 
Colony,  discovered  by  Mr.  Cooper ;  Hort.  Saunders. — Ri'f.  Bot.  t.  233. 

H.  PILTFERA,  Baker;  acaulis,  foliis  20-30  crassissimis  iu  rosulam 
dense  confertis,  exterioribus  patentibus  oblongis  vix  uncialibus  piiifero- 
aristatis  e  medio  sursum  ad  basin  aristre  cite  angustatis  pallide  viridibus 
facie  pauUuliun  convexis,  dorso  rotundatis,  utrinque  per  tertiam  superiorem 
pellucido-vittatis,  apice  pellucido,  ad  marginem,  carinam  et  prajcipue  ad 
aristara  setis  pellucidis  patentibus  ciliatis,  pedunculo  semipedali,  raccnio 
10-l2-floro,  bracteis  parvis  lanceolatis,  pedicellis  perbrcvibus  vel  subnullis, 
perianthio  albido  viridi  vittato,  limbo  distincte  bilabiato  tubo  duplo  bre- 
viore.— Hab.  a  native  of  Cape  Colonv,  discovered  by  Mr.  Cooper;  Hort. 
Saunders.— 72*/.  Bot.  t.  234. 

H.  subregltlaris,  Baker ;  acaulis,  foliis  circiter  30  in  rosulam  dense 
ccifertis  ovato-lauceolatis  acutis  uncialibus  et  ultra  2^-plo  longioribus 
quam  latis  facie  subplanis  dorso  convexis  carinatis  pallide  viridibus  vittis 
verlicalibus  5-6  saturatioribus  notatis  supra  prope  apicem  et  infra  in 
dimidio  siiperiore  punctis  parvis  rotundatis  granulatis  marginibus  et 
carina  denticnlatis,  pedunculo  semipedali,  racemo  12-18-floro  suba:quante, 
bracteis  lanceolatis  cuspidatis  pedicellis  erecto-patentibus  pequantibus,  pe- 
rianthio albo  viridi  vittato  segmeutis  ligulatis  subregulariter  falcatis  tubo 
dimidio  brevioribus. — Hab.  A  native  of  Cape  Colony,  gathered  by  Mr. 
Cooper  ;  Hort.  Saunders.— i?*/.  Bot.  t.  232. 

IIeuecladus  ventricosus,  Baker  (^Solanucece)  ;  fruticosa,  ramis 
glal)ris  baud  volubilibus,  foliis  breviter  petiolatis  herbaceis  subglabris 
ovatis  acutis  integrisvel  paullulum  sinuato-dentatis,  Horibus  ex  axillis  nu- 
tanlibus  pedunculatis  solitariis  vel  geminis,  calycibus  tlore  expauso  hori- 
zontaliter  patentibus,  dentibus  lanceolatis  recurvafis,  corollis  pallide  tlavis 
subfeepiilongis  ac  hitis  ventricoso-campanulatis  fauce  constrictis,  lobis  lan- 
ceolatis recurvatis  dentibus  acutis  interjcctis,  staminibus  cum  stylo  longe 
exsertis. — Hab.  Peru,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Farris. — Ri'f.  Bot.  t.  208. 

Hedyotis  (Oi.oenlandta)  Bokrtiaavioides,  Ilance  (Ciuchonacece). 
—  Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VI II.  ]).  73. 
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Hyacinthus  candicans,  BaJcer  (Liliacen;)  ;  foliis  5-6  ascendentibus 
lorato-laiiceolatis  bipedalibus  vel  ultra  carnoso-herbact-is  glaucescentibus 
extrorsiiin  plauiusculis,  scapo  erecto  finiio  tripedali  vel  ultra,  racemo  laxo 
subpedali  12-20-floro,  pedicellis  cernuis  imis  lloribiis  subfequautibus,  brac- 
teis  lanceolatis  pollicaribus,  perigonio  sesquipoilicari  albo  laciniis  sub- 
sequalibus  obovato-lauceolatis  erecto-patentibus  tubo  infuudibulifonni- 
carapanulato  subduplo  lougioribus,  filameutis  ex  fauce  tiibi  subuniseriatis 
laciniis  brevioribus,  stylo  ovario  subfeijuante,  capsula  oblouga  obtusa  tri- 
sulcata,  semiiiibus  triquetris  in  loculis  nuinerosis. — Hab.  Cape  Colony, 
gathered  by  Drege  and  others,  sent  to  England  in  the  living  state  to  Mr. 
Wilson  Saunders  by  Mr.  Cooper.  Nearest  //.  orientuUs,  amongst  pre- 
viously-known species. — Ref.  Bot.  t.  17-4. 

H.  PRiNCEPS,  BaJcer;  foliis  5-6  ascendentibus  lorato-lanceolatis  bi- 
pedalibus carnoso-herbaceis  viridibus  extrorsum  planiusculis,  scapo  erecto 
foliis  excedente,  racemo  lato  sublaxo  1 2-1 8-floro,  pedicellis  strictis  erecto- 
patentibus  imis  bracteis  lanceolatis  dufdo  lougioribus,  Horibus  primura 
cernuis  mox  erecto-patentibus,  perigonio  albido  subsesquipollicari,  tubo 
leviter  ventricoso,  laciniis  patulis  tubo  aigre  aequantibus  interioribus  lati- 
oribus  et  brevioribus,  filamentis  infra  medium  tubi  biseriatis  longitudine 
perigonii  tres-quadrantes  fBquantibus,  stylo  ovario  pauUulum  longiore, 
capsula  oblouga  obtuse  trisulcata,  scminibus  triquetris  in  loculis  copiosis. 
— Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Kew.,  gathered  by  Mrs.  Barber.  Close  to  //.  albi- 
cans.— Ref.  But.  t.  175. 

Kalanchoe  gracilis,  Hance  (Cras-vdaceaJ . — Vide  Seem.  Joiwn.  Bot. 

Vol.  viir.  p.  6. 

K.  MACROSEPALA,  Hauce. —  Fide  Seem.  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  5. 

Kniphofia  PRECOX,  Baker ;  foliis  bipedalibus  ensiformibus  deorsura 
2  poll,  latis  pallide  viridibus,  margiuibus  subtiliter  denticulatis  carina 
Icevi,  scapo  foliis  subduplo  breviore,  racemo  praecoci  oblongo-lanceolato 
dense  4-0-60-tloro,  pedicellis  perigoniis  7-8-plo  brevioribus,  bracteis  lan- 
ceolatis acutis  pedicellis  2-y-plo  lougioribus,  perigonio  sesquipoilicari 
supra  ovarium  leviter  constricto,  stamiuib\is  mox  perigonia  aequantibus. 
— Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Cooper,  Hort.  Saunders.  Allied  to  the  well-known 
K.  Uvaria,  but  flowers  in  the  early  summer. — Ref.  Bot.  t.  169. 

LuisiA  MICROPTERA,  Reichb.  f.  {OrchldecB) ;  foliis  teretibus  subvali- 
dis  ;  racemo  paucifloro  ;  sepalis  ligulatis  acutis  petalis  longioribus  ;  labelli 
portione  basilari  ovata  juxta  basin  ntrinque  uucinata,  portione  antica  lato 
ovato  triangulo. — Hab.  Sent  from  Assam  by  Col.  15enson  to  Messrs. 
^[Q\id\.—  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  1503. 

Macowania,  OUv.  gen.  nov.  (Compositce).  Capitulum  nudtillorum, 
lieterogamum  ;  tloribus  radii  uniseriatis  ligulatis  femiueis,  disci  tubulosis 
abortu  masculis.  Involucrum  hcmisphajricum  ;  squarare  multiseriatse,  im- 
bricatge,  ovatse  v.  lanceolatae,  iuajquales,  rigidiusculae,  subscariosie,  intus 
glabra?,  interiores  longiores  lineari-  vel  oblongo-lanceolata^,  obtusae.  Ile- 
ceptaculum  leviter  convexum,  epalcacCum.  Corolkc  radii  ligulata?,  ligula 
■late  oblouga  v.  elliptica  apice  3-(lenticulata  ;  disci  tubulosio,  S-dentatae. 
Antherae  corolla  aequilongae,  lineares,  basi  utrinqiu;  aristatae.  Stylus  fl. 
radii  lojigiuscule  birtdus,  ramis  linearibus  obtusis  glabris  intus  canalicu- 
latis  marginibus  longitudinaliter  stigmatosis  ;  fl.  disci  abortivi  cylindra- 
ceus,  apice  vix  aut  leviter  crassior,  ex.tus  papillosus,  brevissime  et  obtuse 
bilobulatus.  ,Acli;v;nium  inappcndirulatum,  leviter  arcuatum,  subtercs, 
longitudinaliter  valide   14-15-costatum,  obsolete   pubcruluni.      Pappus 
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uniserialis,  setacen?,  sotis  liberis  rigidls  scabridis  inrequalibus  caducissimis, 
— Frutex  <i-landuloso-hirt,us,  raiiiis  foliosis  apice  corymbosira  raraulosis. 
Folia  alterna,  scssilia,  jxiteiitia  v.  refiexa,  ne:ida,  liuearia,  acuta,  margiuibus 
revoUitis  glandidoso-sctidosis.  Capitida  termiualia,  solitaria,  flava,  bre- 
viter  peduiiculata  v.  subsessiba. 

M.  KEVOLUTA,  Oliv.  sp.  nuica  ;  foba  ssepins  conferta,  \-\  poll,  longa  ; 
pecbinculi  erecti,  foliis  superioribiis  breviores,  glanduloso-hirti  v.  pilosi,  :r 
poll,  longi  V.  iiitcrdum  capitida  subsessilia;  iiivolucrum  \  poll,  diam., 
gbmdidoso-hirtuni,  sqiiaiindis  iiidetinilis,  marginibus  apicem  versus  disco- 
loribus,  exterioribus  niiiiutis  ovatis,  interioribus  gradatiiu  longiovibus 
lanceolntis  oblonsiisve  appresse  imbricatis ;  flores  radii  circiter  7-12,  ligula 
subplana,  disci  tiibidosi  invobicro  tequiloiigi. — Hab.  Collected  on  tiie 
Tiinuiitains  of  the  Buffalo  River,  British  Kaffraria,  by  P.  M'Owan,  Esq. 
Distributed  under  n.  2013  by  the  "South  Africiin  Exchange  Club," 
con(hicted  by  the  same  gentleman. — Hook.  Ic.  Plaiil.  t.  10fi2. 

Marcgravia  nepentiioiues,  Seem.  (MarcfjraviacecE) . — Vide  Jonrn. 
Bat.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  245. 

Maxillauia  ctenostachva,  72e/c7/.5./.  {Orclddejs);  caulesceus,  foliis 
sub  bulbo  diphyllo  vaginantibus  pluribus,  folio  suunno  laniiiiigero,  Ibliis 
reliquis  triaugulis  aneipitibus  cariuatis,  laminis  ligulatis  acutis,  inllores- 
centiis  disticiiis,  squamis  trinngubs  cariuatis  pbiribus  (13-15)  imbrican- 
tibus,  floribus  exsertis  secuu(Hs,  bractea  appressa  acuta  parva,  ovarium 
subfequante,  mento  obtusangulo  parvo,  sepalis  triangulo-ligulatis  acumi- 
natis,  petalis  sub;equabl)us,  labeflo  trilobo  subventricoso,  lobis  lateralil)us 
obtusangulis,  lobo  medio  ligulato  ohtuso  producto,  tlavo  furfuraceo,  carinis 
teruis  serrulatis  a  basi  in  basin  lobi  medii,  ibi  abru])to  calloso  confluenti- 
bus,  utrinque  superaddita  cariuula  serrata  abbreviata. — A.  very  interesting 
species,  in  a  morphological  point  of  view.  The  floriferons  axes  are  covered 
with  imbricate  carinate  triangular  sheaths,  and  thus  they  look  like  stems 
of  Lockharti;is.  From  the  axils  of  the  sheaths  arise  the  peduncled  ex- 
serted  flowers,  which  are  ochre-coloured,  and  very  like  those  of  MaxiUaria 
Icpidotn,  Lindl.,  belonging  to^he  "  acaules"  group.  Their  tails  are  so 
long  that  they  remind  one  of  a  Brassia.  Hab.  Imported  from  Costa  Rica 
by  Messrs.  V'eitch. —  GanL  Clmni.  1870,  p.  39. 

Monol.I'.na  PiUMrL.EFLf)KA,  llook.  f.  (}Jelasfonwce(e)  ;  glaberrima, 
rhizomate  crasso  tuberoso,  tbliis  petiolatis  late  ellipticis  acnminatis  coria- 
ceis  obscure  sinnato-deutatis  ciliatis  3-5-pbnerviis,  supra  Uete  viricbbus, 
sul)tus  peliolisque  rubro-purpureis,  pedunculis  ex  apice  rhizornatis  nume- 
rosis  petiolo  sul);c(|uilougis  2-3-floris,  calycis  tubo  globoso  lobis  inpequa- 
libus  rotnndatis,  petalis  roseis  basi  albis. — Hab.  New  Granada,  Ilort. 
Kew.,  from  Mr.  WuW.—Bof.  Afaff.  t.5S18  ;  also  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  30'J, 
fig.  53,  54,  and  Floral  Mag.  plates  471,  472. 

M()N()LC)pin:s  ckenobialks,  Uance  (Zlnziheracece). —  Vide  Seem.Joiirn. 
BoL  Vol.  VII 1.  p.  73. 

Mormodes  tibicen,  Reichh.f.  {Orcliided)  \  sepalis  petalisque  lineai'i- 
ligulatis  acutis  ;  labello  revoluto  curvo  stomachifornii  acute  supra  me- 
dium fovea  impressa  triangula,  latc^re  altero  alteri  appresso  superficie 
superioii  pilosa,  lindio  minute  puuetulato,  superticie  inferiori  nervosa 
radiata. — Ha  is.  Ikdieved  to  come  from  New  (iranada. —  Gard.  Chron. 
1870,  p    1085. 

MuscARr  (BoTRYANTiius)  GRANDIFOLIUM,  Baker  {LlUacecR)  ;  foliis 
5-G  ensiloriiiibus  plauiusculis  tlaecidis  eariioso-hcrbaceis  glaucescentibus 
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sesquipedalibiis  vel  bipedalil)us,  scapo  foiiis  4-])lo  hrcviorc,  raocnio  deiiso 
15-20-floro,  pedieellis  ceniuis  Horibus  ^ublri[)lo  brcvioribus,  perigonlo 
livide  caeruleo  obloii;>;o-rotuudato  st'sqiiiloii<j;iore  cpuiiii  rrasso,  supcnie 
iiullo  iiiodo  aiigulato,  faiice  distiucte  coiistricto,  deiitibus  dcltoideis  albidis 
recurvatis  tubo  5-6-plo  brevioribus. — Hab.  (idtivatcal  at  Kew,  the  native 
country  miknowii  ;  altered  to  M.  botryuulifs. — Rff.  Bot.  t.  173. 

Obijea,  Hook.  f.  gen  hod.  {Rabiacere,  Tunotitfre).  Floras  licrni  !])hro- 
diti.  Caljcis  tubus  turliinatus ;  biubus  cupularis,  truucatus,  obscure 
4-dentatus.  Corolla  coriacea,  sericea  ;  tubus  cloua,atus,  fauce  paulo  dila- 
tata  iutus  glaberrima  ;  lobi  4,  breves,  pateutes,  imbrieati,  2  exleriores. 
Stamina  4,  fauci  corollse  iuserta,  inclusa,  fihuneulis  brevi-siniis  ;  aiithcrie 
lineares,  dorso  infra  medium  affixse,  basi  breviter  2-lol)Be.  Discus  incon- 
spicuus,  piibescens.  Ovarium  2-loculare  ;  stylus  tiliforniis,  stigmatibus- 
que  2  lincaribus  inclusis  pilosis  ;  ovula  in  loculis  solilaria,  ab  apicc  pen- 
dula,  fuuiculo  iucrassato.  Drupa  .  .  . —  Arbor?  raiuosa,  raiiiulis  tere- 
tibus,  idtiniis  scriceo-tomentosis.  Folia  opposita,  gi-acile  petiolata,  ovato- 
V.  lanceolato-oblonga,  nervosa  et  creberriaui  rcticuiatim  venuUjsa,  nervis 
subtus  pilosis.  Sti|)uUie  interpetiolares,  squainosse,  caducee.  Flores  inter 
minores,  in  cymas  paucitioras  ramosas  axillares  pedunculatas  dispositi, 
pedieellis  infra  calycera  articulatis  et  minute  bracteolatis. 

0.  TIM  ONI  oil)  ES,  Hook./,  sp.  iniica.  Hab.  Saiulwicli  Islands  ;  western 
end  of  the  Kokala  range,  Dr.  Uillebrautl,  n.  ISG.  —  Honk.  Iv.  Plant.  I. 
1070. 

Odontoglossum  blandum,  Rcirhlj.  f.  {Orchulere),  {Eiiodonloghm- 
sum)  (afiiiie  0.  ufevio,  Lindl.)  ;  sepalis  petalisque  cuneato-lanceis  acuuu- 
natis,  labelli  ungue  bilaniellato,  lainellis  oblougis  antice  obtusaugulis, 
lamina  ab  ungue  cuneato  velutino  anipliato  ovata  acuminata  crispula,  cor- 
nubus  brevibus  geminis  ante  lamellas  antepositis  falcibus  geniinis,  tuniore 
parvo  interjceto,  cirrhis  cohinuitE  basi  augnlatae  bilidis  setaceis. — Gard. 
Ch-on.  1870,  p.  1342. 

O.  li.mbatum,  Reich!)./.;  panicula  anipla  multiflora,  sepalis  triauguio- 
lanceis,  petalis  rhombeis  acutis  hiuc  loljulatis  dentatisve,  labelli  ungue  basi 
columujE  aduato,  lamina  a  bisi  corthita  obloiigo-altennata  crcnulata  scrru- 
lata  apice  aristata,  cariius  uiigins  in  discum  exeuiitibus,  media  siuipliciter 
acuta,  lateralibus  in  laniinas  rhouibeas  hinc  dentatas  exenntibus,  columna 
incurva  basi  obtusangula,  alis  laceris. — Hard.  Ckroit.  1870,  p.  417. 

(7w  be  coidin/ied.) 


IJcli)  pubtications. 

Naf/iral  Ills/on/  of  ihc  Azores,  or   JFestern  Inlands.      Ey  F.  Du  Cane 
GoDMAN,  F.L.S.     London.     1870. 

Of  the  35S  pages  of  which  this  volume  consists,  sixty-eight,  at  the  out- 
side, are  the  production  of  the  gentleman  whose  lumie  stands  alone  on  the 
title-page.,  lie  is  responsible  for  the  account  of  the  few  vertebrates  of  the 
Isles,  and  for  the  scanty  lists  of  Uyuienoptera  and  Lepidoptcra.  'I'he 
catalogue  of  Coleoplera  is  by  Mr.  G.  11.  Crutch,  and  the  Ucv.  11.  B. 
Tristram  funiislics  tlic  short   account   of   the    terrestrial   molluscs.      Our 
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business,  however,  is  not  with  the  zoological  side  of  the  book,  but  with  the 
more  extensive  catalogue  of  plants  bv  which  nearly  two-thirds  of  it  is  occu- 
pied. For  the  list  of  flowering  plants  and  Ferns  botanists  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson,  for  that  of  the  Mosses  and  HepaticcB  to  Mr.  Mitten. 

We  are  so  much  accustomed  to  look  upon  Mr.  Watson  as  our  veteran 
British  botanist,  that  it  is  a  small  surprise  to  find  him  occupying  himself 
with  the  flora  of  a  foreign  land ;  it  is  probable  that  many  of  our  readers 
now  learn,  for  the  first  time,  that,  so  long  back  as  1842,  Mr.  Watson 
spent  four  months  on  one  of  H.  M.'s  ships  (then  engaged  in  surveying 
the  Azores)  examining,  as  well  as  such  circumstances  would  allow,  the 
vegetation  of  those  islands.  Some  results  of  this  expedition,  as  far  as 
botany  is  concerned,  will  be  found  in  vols.  ii.  and  iii.  of  Sir  W.  Hooker's 
'  London  .Journal  of  Botany,'  the  latter  of  which  contains  a  full  list  of  all 
the  species  then  known.  To  this  were  added  in  the  sixth  volume,  some 
fifty  more  found  by  Mr.  Hunt,  a  resident  in  St.  Michael's.  Mr.  Watson 
himself  collected  some  340  species,  and  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  has 
had  many  in  cultivation  in  his  garden.  From  all  this  it  will  be  evident 
that  he  is  very  well  fitted,  from  his  own  observation,  to  write  an  Azorean 
flora,  whilst  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  in  estimating  the  value  of 
the  alleged  facts  of  other  observers  no  botanist  has  had  more  experience 
than  Mr.  Watson. 

In  our  volume  for  1867  (Vol.  V.  p.  89),  M.  Drouet's  'Catalogue  de  la 
Flore  des  lies  Acores,'  published  the  previous  year,  was  noticed,  and 
the  careless  manner  in  which,  from  ignorance  of  synonymy,  the  list  of 
species  is  unduly  extended,  was  alluded  to.  In  the  catalogue  before  us, 
Mr.  Watson  credits  ilr.  Drouet  and  his  fellow-collectors  with  the  ad- 
dition of  but  thirteen  species  to  those  previously  known.  The  whole 
number  of  species  enumerated  in  Mr.  Watson's  list  is  478,  and  it  is 
probable  that  further  research  would  not  greatly  add  to  this  number,  as 
Mr.  Godman,  who  collected  in  1865,  and  brought  over  a  fine  series  of 
specimens,  some  or  all  of  which  are  now  in  the  Kew  herbarium,  only 
added  six  species.  Of  the  whole  number,  the  author  has  seen  specimens 
of  all  but  thirty-eight,  and  of  these  some  will  probably  turn  out  to 
be  eiTors  of  name.  This  is  not  a  large  flora  for  a  group  of  nine  islands, 
lying  between  37°  and  40°  N.  latitude;  and  even  of  these  species  not  a 
few  are  likely  to  be  recent  introductions  from  Europe.  The  nearest  point 
of  the  Continent  to  the  Azores  is  the  southern  part  of  Portugal,  distant 
some  750  or  800  miles,  and  as  Dr.  Hooker  has  pointed  out,  the  Azorean 
flora  is  mainly  S.  European  or  Mediterranean  ;  about  400  species  are  com- 
mon to  Europe  and  the  Azores,  and  it  is  especially  to  the  rich  and  varied 
flora  of  the  Peninsula  that  the  island  vegetation  has  the  greatest  affinity. 
Mr.  Watson  gives  a  list  of  ten  Azorean  species  which  occur  in  Europe  in 
the  Peninsula  alone,  and  his  surmise  of  this  list  being  probably  incomplete 
is  doubtless  correct ;  published  matter  on  the  Portuguese  flora  is  very 
scanty,  but  an  examination  of  Dr.  Welwitsch's  extensive  collection  made 
in  Algarvia,  the  southernmost  province  of  Portugal,  would,  it  is  believed, 
add  to  its  flora  several  species  now  supposed  to  be  restricted  to  the  Atlantic 
isles.  Of  the  European  species  found  in  the  Azores,  more  than  270 
appear  to  be  British ;  the  south-west  part  of  Ireland  is  next  after  Portugal 
the  part  of  Europe  nearest  to  the  islands,  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  some 
characteristic  Irish  species  in  their  flora,  Dabeocia  poUfoIia  and  Trichomancs 
ajjeciosui/i,  for  example.     After  deducting  these  European  species,  some 
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eiglily  remain,  forming  pnrt  of  the  "Atlantic  element"  of  Dr.  Hooker;* 
about  thirty-six  only,  however,  are  common  to  the  Azores  and  the 
Madeira  and  Canaries  groups,  and  I'rom  this  short  list  probably  a  (piarter 
must  be  subtracted  for  various  reasons  ;  yet  Madeira  is  but  five  hundred 
miles  distant.  The  relationship  with  America  is  singularly  slight,  four 
species  only  of  those  which  are  neither  European  nor  Madeiran  being 
common  to  that  continent  and  the  Azores.  The  widely  spread  African 
shrub  Myrsine  afrlcana  alone  (of  the  same  list)  represents  the  flora  of  the 
much  nearer  continent  of  Africa,  which  is  only  what  nn'ght  be  expected 
when  we  remember  how  small  an  African  element  is  found,  even  in  the 
Canarian  flora. 

The  remarkable  fact  remains,  that  forty  species  (one-twelfth  of  the  whole 
flora)  are  peculiar  to  the  islands.  A  list  of  these  will  be  of  value  to  our 
readers  : — Cardamine  Caldeirannm,  Nasturtium  Jlexuosum,  Cenutium  azo- 
ricum,  Hypericum  foliosmn,  Vicia  Deu>/esia)ia,  Rubus  Hochdettorum,  Sa- 
nicula  azorica,  Ammi  Hnnlii,  Petroselinum  trifuHatuiii,  P.  Sunburliunuw, 
Solidacjo  azorica,  Seuhertia  azorica,  Benecio  malvcpfulius,  TuIjjIh  nohills, 
JSlicroderis  rigens,  M.  fid.  Campanula  Vidalii,  Faccinimn  cylindraceum, 
Erica  azorica,  Erythrcea  Massofii,  Veronica  Dahneyi,  Euphrasia  grandi- 
Jlora,  Myosotis  azorica,  M.  maritima,  Lysimachia  azo?-ica,  Enphorhia 
azorica,  Habenaria  wicrantha,  II.  longebracteata,  Lnzula  purpureo-splen- 
dens,  Carex  azorica,  C.  Icevicaidis,  C.  rigidifolia,  C.  Hoclisletteriana,  C. 
floresiana,  C.  Vulcani,  ?  Deycnxia  c^espitosa,  ?  D.  azorica,  Holcus  rujidus, 
FeHtuca  pctrcea,  hoetes  azorica.  It  will  be  observed  that,  witli  the  excep- 
tion of  Seubertia  and  Mic?'oderis,  all  the  genera  are  European.  As  above 
hinted,  this  list  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  reduced  by  a  more  systematic  ex- 
amination of  the  plants  of  Portugal.  As,  however,  Mr.  Watson,  who  has 
had  many  of  these  specially  Azorean  plants  under  cultivation,  flnds  them 
to  require  a  damp,  eqiiai)ie  climate,  such  as  is  found  in  their  native 
islands,  and  to  be  quite  uiifiUed  to  endure  a  Continental  one,  we  can  only 
expect  the  more  robust  species  as  the  Varices  and  grasses  to  be  found  in 
Europe.  A  useful  table  is  added  to  the  catalogue,  showing  the  distribu- 
tion (approximately)  of  the  Azorean  plants  through  Europe,  Madeira, 
Canaries,  Africa,  and  less  completely  America.  It  would  have  been  in- 
teresting to  have  traced,  as  far  as  is  possible,  each  species  through  the 
nine  islands  composing  the  Azorean  group. 

Mr.  Watson  has  detined  elsewhere  some  half-dozen  of  the  novelties  of 
the  islands,  and  in  the  volume  before  us  he  fully  describes  Ficia  Den- 
nesiaiia,  fouud  by  Mr.  Hunt,  in  St.  Michael's,  a  rein;ukal)]e  plant,  with 
large  flowers,  which  change  colour  during  their  ex|)ansioii.  Tiie  Spergularia 
of  the  Isles,  which  the  author  is  much  inclined  to  describe  as  a  new  speci(;s, 
has  been  already  distinguished  by  Kindberg  in  his  'Monograph  of  the 
genus  Lej)igo>iuia'  (p.  3(J  and  f.  1.5)  as  L.  azoricum. 

In  the  list  of  Mnaci  and  Uepalica;,  Mr.  Mitten  has  not  confined  himself 
to  the  Azores,  but  included  the  other  Atlantic  isles,  Madeira  ami  the 
Canaries.  His  catalogue  of  Mouses  aniuunts  to  151,  only  forty-seven  of 
which  have  been  met  with  in  the  Azores ;  Bartramia  azorica  seems  to  be 
the  only  species  peculiar  to  these  ishuuls.  Of  Hepatic^,  sixty-eight 
species  are  known  to  occur  in  the  Atlantic  islands  ;  of  these  nineteen  arc 
eiuimcraled  as  Azorean,  and  two  (iymnowilriinii  eryllirorhizum  and  lUin- 
cotlieca  azorica,  are  supposed  to  be  peculiar  to  that  flora.  Mr.  Mitten  has 
*  '  Lecture  uu  Insular  Floras,'  1806. 
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described  several  new  species  from  Madeii'a  and  Teueriffe,  and  his  portion 
of  the  book  is  a  vahiable  achlition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  Moss  tiora  of 
the  parts  to  which  it  reiers. 

We  miss  in   the  book  an  account  of  the  climate,  geology,  and  topo- 
graphy of  the  Azores,  useful  adjuncts  to  a  '  Natural  History.' 


A  Manual  of  Botany  :  including  the  Structure,  Functions,  Classif  cation. 
Properties,  and  Uses  of  Plants.  By  Robert  Bentley,  F.L.S., 
M.R.C.S.E.    Second  Edition.    London':  Churchill.     1870.    Pp.  832. 

Professor  Bentley's  '  Manual '  belongs  to  a  well-known  series  of  text- 
books for  the  medical  schools,  many  of  which  have  obtained  a  more  than 
professional  popularity.  The  couditions  of  their  publication  imply  a  some- 
what conventionfil  treatment  of  their  subjects  ;  and  while  anything  like  origi- 
nality is  therefore  hardly  to  be  expected  in  tlie  present  case,  as  indeed  it 
would  be  scarcely  appreciated,  it  would  yet  be  difficult  to  name  any  existing 
treatise,  which  contains,  in  so  compendious  a  form,  an  equivalent  mass  of 
information.  Indeed,  if  the  book  were  to  be  criticized  quite  abstractedly 
upon  its  own  merits,  it  might  be  objected  that  it  contained  too  much,  and 
that  the  wealth  of  illustration  and  exposition  of  often  almost  purely  hvpothe- 
tical  terms,  applicable  oidyto  Phanerogams,  might  be  desirably  exchanged 
for  a  fidler  account  of  Crvptogains.  Take  for  example  the  Fungi ;  all  the  in- 
formation given  about  them  is  compressed  into  some  seven  pages,  while  the 
mere  terminology  of  Phanerogamic  fruits  alone  occupies  thirty.  One 
sighs  to  turn  over  the  old  familiar  useless  story  about  Galbulus  and  Tryma, 
Nuculanium  and  Diploteyia,  Syconus  and  Sorosis,  to  find  at  the  end,  as  a 
reward  for  one's  pains,  that  of  such  names  "  in  practice,  only  a  few  are  in 
common  use."  The  statement  that  "the  diseases  known  as  blight,  mil- 
dew, rust,  smut,  vine-mildew,  potato-disease,  ergot,  etc.,  are  either  caused 
from,  or  accelerated  by,  the  agency  of  Pungi  "  (p.  721),  is;  in  contrast 
with  this,  a  more  condensed  than  nsel'ul  account  of  some  of  the  most  ter- 
rible scourges  of  humanity.  A  great  deal  is  known  of  the  part  phiyed  by 
Fungi  in  causing  these  maladies,  and.  of  the  measures  which  are  more  or 
less  remedial  of  them,  but  of  these  nothing  is  stated.  Yeast,  by  the  way, 
is  not  very  correctly  supposed  to  be  "  a  mycelial  state,  composed  of  coni- 
dial  cells  of  a  species  of  Penicitlium,"  and  no  mention  is  made,  in  connec- 
tion wuth  it,  of  Btcteria ,  nor  is  there  any  account  of  the  curious  history 
of  JEcidium.  Berljeridis,  or,  except  a  passing  allusion,  of  De  Bary's  Myce- 
tozoa.  Such  things,  however,  are  not  required  for  examinations,  tho 
nomenclature  of  fruits  possibly  may  be. 

Yet,  in  this  matter,  we  must  not  forget  that  the  exigencies  of  a  text- 
book adapted  to  the  present  requirements  of  students,  have  deprived  Pro- 
fessor Bentley  of  much  room  to  exercise  his  own  judgment.  \Ye  cannot 
expect  philosophically-arranged  text-books  till  we  get  students  who  are 
willing  to  work  at  the  botanical  sides  of  biology  for  its  own  sake  alone. 
The  subject-matter  is  arranged  after  the  usual  fashion  in  English  books  ; 
the  so-called  structural,  systematic,  and  physiological  divisions  follow  in 
successive  order.  Such  an  arrangement  does  tolciMbly  well  for  Phanero- 
gams, but  breaks  down  iniser.dily  for  all  other  plants,  so  that  nowhere  in 
the  book  do  we  get  a  connected  account  of  any  Cryptogamic  class  ;  but,  in 
trying  to  follow  it  out,  are  sent  on  no  particularly  fixed  principle  from  one 
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division  to  anotlier.  As  we  meet  with  more  lowly  differentiated  types,  it 
becomes,  iu  fact,  more  and  more  impossible  to  discuss  properly,  apart 
from  each  other,  structure  and  I'luiction. 

The  introductory  remarks  deal  witli  the  distinctions  between  jdaiits 
and  animals.  First  and  foremost  is,  of  course,  their  fundamental  relation 
to  the  inorganic  world.  The  most  philosophical  plan  is  to  show  how  all 
other  differences  can  be  made  to  flow  from  this  one.  Too  much  stress  is 
perhaps  laid  on  the  al)seuce  of  nitroijen  from  the  permanent  parts  of 
plants ;  they  are  as  incapable  as  animals  of  existing  without  it,  and,  in- 
deed, it  is  obvious  that  it"  they  were  devoid  of  nitrogen,  animals  must  be 
so  also,  as  all  animal  nitrogen  is  derived  ultimately  from  the  plant  world. 
The  greater  proportion  of  nitrogen  required  by  animals  seems  to  depend 
on  their  greater  activity.  There  is  no  activity  without  chemical  change  in 
the  tissues  of  the  living  organism,  and  as  all  organic  nitrogenous  com- 
pounds are  unstable,  it  is  not  unreasonable,  with  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  to 
correlate  the  mutability  of  these  compouiuls  with  the  presence  of  nitrogen. 
Plants  are  in  the  main  passive,  not  active ;  hence  the  presence  of  any 
large  proportion  of  nitrogen  in  them  would  be  useless.  As  we  descend 
in  the  animal  world,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  indications  of  plant 
peculiarities  ;  hence,  in  some  Molluscoida,  we  have  a  substance  not  veiy 
different  from  cellulose,  and  filially,  in  the  Rucliolaria,  actual  starch,  indis- 
tinguishable from  that  of  vegetable  origin.* 

It  seems  to  be  an  accepted  principle  to  I'estrict  botanical  text-books  to 
recent  plants,  and  to  say  as  little  as  possible  aboirt  fossil  botany.  In  the 
present  volume  the  subject  is  altogether  omitted.  Tliis  seems  a  matter 
for  regret,  because  in  the  ease  of  any  particular  group,  the  great  end  in 
view  should  always  be  to  reach  the  most  generalized  conception  of  its 
structure,  and  fossil  plants  may  supply  in  part  or  even  Avholly  the  key  to 
this.  There  is  a  general  impression,  for  example,  that  acrogenous  plants 
only  grow  at  their  summits ;  yet  the  gradual  elongation  of  the  leaf-scars 
and  their  separation  from  one  another  as  we  proceed  from  the  newer  to 
the  older  parts  of  the  stem,  prove  that  in  the  Lepldodendrons,  as  iu 
existing  tree-ferns,  growth  never  absolutely  ceased  in  a  longitudinal  di- 
rection at  anjf  part  of  the  axis  ;  again,  iu  LepidudeiuJron,  the  vascular 
tissue  of  the  stem  was  not  at  first  produced  to  its  full  extent,  but  was 
continually  added  to  from  a  Cambium  layer,  an  arrangement  of  which, 
among  allied  plants,  hoeles  is  the  only  existing  representative.  No  ac- 
count, however,  of  the  little-noticed  structure  of  the  corm  of  this  curious 
plant  is  to  be  found  in  the  present  volume.  The  necessity,  in  any  really 
general  study  of  morphology,  of  taking  into  account  both  existing  and 
recent  types  of  plants,  is  W(;ll  illustrated  by  the  structure  of  BtmneUttrs,  a 
genus  of  fossil  Ci/cadere,  which  has  been  sliou'u  by  ^NLr.  Carruthersf  to  be- 
long to  an  entirely  new  group  of  the  Order,  standing  to  some  extent  in  the 
same  relation  to  other  Cycads  that  Tit.rns  does  to  other  Cotiiferce.  Besides 
the  possession  of  a  trunk  ovoid  iu  outline,  the  woody  cyliuder  is  pierced 
by  large  meshes  for  the  passage  of  the  whole  of  the  fibro-vascular  buiuUcs 
])assing  to  each  leaf", — an  arrangement  which  can  only  find  its  pan-llel  iu 
the  caudex  of  tree-ferns  In  all  other  Cycads  a  number  of  small  bundles 
perforate  the  woody  cylinder  separately  to  pass  collectively  into  each 
petiole  ;  and  here,  it  nuist  be  observed,  that  in  describing  the  structure 

*  See  '  Nature,'  vol.  ii.  p.  178, 

t  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  695. 
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of  the  stem  of  arborescent  Ferns,  Professor  Bentley,  as  seems  to  be 
p:enerally  tlie  case  with  English  writers,  lias  missed  the  significance  of 
the  openings  in  the  vascular  cylinder,  which  are  not  at  all  for  the  purpose 
of  the  communication  of  the  cortical  and  mcduUaiy  parenchyma,  but  are 
in  reality  the  organic  bases  of  the  leaves.  This  was  pointed  out  by  Mohl, 
and  has  also  been  independently  ascertained  by  i\Ir.  Carruthers.  It  must 
inevitably  soon  be  impossible  to  study  apart  the  existing  and  extinct  types 
of  organized  structures  ;  it  would  be  a  philosophical  proceeding  to  antici- 
pate what  cannot  be  long  delayed. 

The  pages  of  this  'Manual'  are  profusely  supplied  with  beautiful  illus- 
trations, in  a  laige  number  of  eases,  it  is  true,  common  to  this  and  other 
English  text-books,  and  acknowledging  a  common  parentage  in  the 
'  Atlas  '  of  Le  Maout.  A  perusal  of  the  part  devoted  to  organography  is 
much  facilitated  by  their  aid.  Perhaps  more  might  be  done,  as  witli  the 
fruits  mentioned  above,  in  omitting  detail  and  describing  stnictures  in 
more  general  language.  Under  the  head,  for  example,  of  "  aerial  modifi- 
cations of  stems,"  we  have  the  runner,  off>iet,  stolon,  suclcer,  and  rliizome, 
from  which  the  soholes  is  separated  as  a  "  subteiTanean  modification ;"  of 
these  the  runner  and  offset  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  sucker,  rhizome,  and 
soholes  on  the  other,  have  nothing  essential  that  distinguishes  them, 
while  the  stolon,  as  defined  here,  is  more  a  habit  than  a  structure  ;  yet  so 
purely  is  the  whole  thing  a  matter  of  theory,  that  further  on,  under  the 
head  of  roots,  we  have  a  whole  page  occupied,  somewhat  apologetically,  it 
is  true,  with  the  rhizomes  of  Scabiosa  succisa  and  Polyc/onum  Bistorta. 

A  special  excellence  belongs  to  the  systematic  portion,  especially  in  the 
economic  details, — a  hunt  through  these  shows  how  very  carefully  this 
part  of  the  subject  has  been  worked  up,  indeed,  for  purposes  of  re- 
ference, it  will  be  found  almost  indispensable  in  these  matters  to  possess 
the  '  Manual.'  The  sequence  of  the  Orders  is  mainly  CandoUean,  with 
apparently  nothing  borrowed  from  the  labours  of  Hooker  and  Bentham. 
Something  might  have  been  "Hone  to  indicate  by  difterence  of  type  the  more 
important  Orders,  and  seven  pages  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  Linncean 
classification  are  utterly  wasted. 

The  physiology  has  been  revised  by  Dr.  Trimen,  but  a  space  so  limited 
as  eighty  pages  must  have  made  it  difficult  to  do  more  than  scanty  justice 
to  this  important  but,  in  this  country,  little-studied  side  of  botany.  Ke- 
cent  researches  have,  however,  by  no  means  been  overlooked,  and  we  have 
brief  notices  of  the  histological  nomenclature  of  Dr.  Beale,  Mr.  Spencer's 
views  on  the  movements  of  sap,  climbing  plants  as  studied  by  Darwin, 
etc.  It  is  satisfactory  also  to  notice  that  points  stated  in  earlier  pages 
somewhat  too  absolutely,  are  here  often  modified.  This  is  the  case  with 
the  account  given  of  germination  (p.  789).  As  a  matter  of  fact,  though 
contrary  to  what  is  said  in  books,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  lay  down  any 
criterion  for  distinguishing  the  germination  of  Monocotyledons  and  Dicoty- 
ledons which  does  not  in  some  case  or  other  break  down.  The  statements 
made  in  the  former  edition  as  to  the  prolonged  vitality  of  seeds  have  been 
altered ;  the  case  of  Nelnmblum,  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  herbarium,  is 
probably  one  of  the  best  authenticated,  but  it  will  still  tax  the  credulity 
of  many  readers  to  see  that  it  is  thought  possible  that  seeds  deposited 
when  the  valley  of  the  Tweed  was  a  lake,  would  germinate  now.  To 
some  persons  the  existence  of  batrachians,  contemporary  with  a  carboni- 
ferous flora,  yet  still  living  in  coal  mines,  is   not  incredible ;  in  fact,  a 
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well-vouclicd-for  specimen  was  shown  in  .u/u  at  tlie  last  International  Ex- 
hibition in  London, — among  snch  the  Tweed  valley  seeds  may  find  be- 
lievers. It  would  be  unfair  to  criticize,  in  detail,  so  carefully  condensed 
a  summary,  and  with  two  remarks  we  may  take  our  leave  of  a'  very  useful 
book.  The  first  is,  that  a  little  stronger  ground  might  have  been  taken 
(p.  751)  as  to  the  assimilation  by  plants  of  uncombined  nitrogen.  Any 
chemist  knows  how  all  but  impossible  it  is  that  this  could  happen,  and 
amongst  modern  workers,  the  experiments  of  Lawes  and  Gilbert  may  be 
accepted  as  conclusive  even  against  those  of  M.  Ville.  Lastly,  the  old 
belief  that  the  temperature  of  trees  exposed  to  great  heat,  is  lower  than 
that  of  the  surrounding  air,  is  no  longer  justified,  as  the  careful  experi- 
ments of  Becquerel*  show  that  the  reverse  is  really  the  case,  there  being 
at  least  as  much  as  1°  Centigrade  difference. 

W.  T.  T.  D. 
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LiNNEAN  Society.— December  Is/,  1870.— G.  Bentham,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair.  The  following  papers  were  read  by  the  President : — "  A  Supple- 
mentary Note  on  Chinese  Silkworm  Oaks,"  from  Dr.  H.  F.  Hance.  The 
author  had  previously  pointed  out  that  Q.  monr/olica,  Fisch.,  was  the  Oak 
on  which  the  silkworm  larva  of  the  north  of  China  chietly  fed.  He  now 
showed  that  Q.  serrata,  of  Thunbcrg,  is  another  silkworm-rearing  species. 
Also  "  On  the  Sources  of  the  Radix  GalangcB  minoris  of  Pharmacologists," 
by  the  same.  The  source  of  the  lesser  Galangal  has  long  been  doubtful. 
Dr.  Hance,  during  an  expedition  to  the  north  coast  of  Haenan,  found  the 
dried  roots  exposed  to  the  sun  in  baskets,  and  in  the  same  district  the  plant 
itself  was  seen  in  cultivation,  and  subsequently  discovered  growing  wild. 
It  is  a  species  of  Alpinia,  not  A.  chiuensis  as  has  been  supposed,  but  a 
species  closely  allied  to  A.  calcarala.  Rose.  Dr.  Hance  believes  it  to  be 
undescribed,  and  he  has  named  it  A.  officiiiarum.  It  seems  probable  that 
its  fruit  is  the  "  bitter-seeded  Cardamom,"  figured  by  Mr.  Kanbury  in 
Pharm.  Journ.  vol.  xiv.  p.  418.  f.  8. 

Decemher  loi/i. — G.  Bentham,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  fol- 
lowing communications  were  read  : — "On  Sabatlilla  {Asagrcta  ojjicitidis) , 
from  Caracas,"  by  A.  Ernst.  The  plant  is  found  abundantly  in  tlie 
neighbourhood  of  Caracas,  and  the  drug  which  is  prepared  from  the  seeds 
is  largely  exported  thence  to  Hamburg.  It  has  not  been  previously  known 
out  of  Mexico,  and  the  Venezuelan  form  difi'ers  slightly  from  the  Mexican 
type  ;  should  it  prove  distinct,  jNI.  Ernst  j^roposes  to  call  it  A.  caracasana. 
— "  On  Barling  to  Ilia  califoniicu,  the  Californian  Pitcher-plant,"  by  W. 
Ivobinson.  It  grows  at  an  altitude  of  500U  feet,  in  tlic  Sierra  Nevada. 
The  pitchers  are  as  large  as  Jargonelle  Pears,  and  are  all  twisted  spirally 
in  their  upper  portion.  At  the  lower  part  is  found  a  layer  of  from  2  to  5 
inches  of  the  remains  of  insects  which  iiave  bt.'en  attracted  by  some  un- 
known cause.  Tlie  pitcher  is  about  2  inches  wide  at  the  top,  and  narrows 
gradually  to  about  a  line  at  the  base ;  the  lower  part  is  densely  beset  with 

*  'Memoii-es  clc  I'luilitiit,'  t.  35,  p.  167. 
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rigid  luiirs,  all  pointing  downwards,  wliicli  prevent  the  return  of  any  in- 
sect that  lias  ventured  far  down.  "  On  Carnivorous  and  Insectivorous 
Plants,"  by  J\lrs.  Barber.  The  author  considered  Nepenthes,  Sarracenia, 
Darlinglonia,  Cephnlotus,  and  the  Cape  species  of  Drosera  and  Roridula 
as  predatory  plants. 

Jan.  19//^,  1871. — G.  Bentham,  Esq.,  President  in  the  chair.  A  pho- 
tographic album,  '  In  Memoriam  Caroli  a  Linne,'  published  in  Sweden, 
and  consisting  of  mounted  photographs  of  places  connected  with  the  life 
and  death  of  the  great  botanist,  was  exhibited.  The  price  of  the  book 
is  £2,  and  it  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Oscar  Dickson,  of  Gottenl)urg. 
Specimens  of  Caucalis  latifulia,  collected  near  Keynsham,  Gloucestershire, 
by  Mr.  Plower,  were  exhibited  [additional  district  (5)  to  those  given  in 
AVatson's  '  Compendium  '].  The  following  papers  were  read  : — By  D. 
llan])urv,  "  Historical  Notes  on  Radix  Galaiujre  (mii/oris)."  This  was 
known  as  early  as  tlie  ninth  century,  being  mentioned  in  the  MS.  of  an 
Arabian  writer  of  thai  date  ;  tlie  later  Greek  physicians  also  notice  it,  and 
in  North  Europe  it  was  known  as  early  as  tlie  twelfth  century,  though  not 
in  common  use  in  the  West  before  the  lifteenth.  At  present  the  chief 
consumption  of  this  drug  is  in  Russia,  where  it  is  used  as  a  spice  and 
flavouring  as  well  as  a  medicine.  Dr.  Hooker  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  J. 
Atkin  giving  an  account  of  S.  Christoval,  the  most  south  of  the  Solomon 
islands.  A  general  view  of  the  nature  of  the  flora  was  given  :  there  are 
few  large  trees  or  Grasses,  and  a  complete  absence  of  Tree-ferns. — "  I^otes 
on  Bi/rsai/l/iiis,"  by  Dr.  jNI.  T.  Masters.  The  plant  described  by  Guille- 
min  as  Bi/rsaiilhus  Brownii,  is  not  the  same  species  as  Brown's  plant 
{B.  epigynus.  Masters,  n.  sp.)  described  in  Tuckey's  'Congo.'  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  stamens  in  the  genus  is  peculiar:  in  the  outer  row  there 
are  apparently  10  stamens  alternating  with  10  glands;  Dr.  Masters  con- 
siders the  glands  opposite  tiie  sepals  to  be  barren  stamens,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  constitute  5  compound  stamens  (opposite  tlie  petals),  each 
compound  stamen  consisting^of  a  central  gland,  and  on  either  side  of  this 
a  stamen.  The  inner  row  consists  of  .5  glands  (barren  stamens)  opposite 
the  sepals,  and  5  fertile  stamens  opposite  the  petals. 


Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. ^ — Jan.  \ith. — Alexander  Bu- 
chan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  following  communications  were 
read: — 'Note  on  the  Practical  Application  of  Meteorology  to  the  Im- 
provement of  ('limate."  By  A.  Bucluin.  \\\  the  '  Journal  of  the  Scottish 
Meteorological  Society'  for  April,  1S70,  there  appeared  a  valuable  paper 
by  Mr.  1).  Milne  Howe,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  the  Mi-teorological 
Society,  on  "  Suggestions  for  Increasing  the  Supply  of  Spring  Water  at 
Malta,  and  im[)roviug  its  Climate,"  in  which  the  author  shows  that  plan- 
tations would  increase  the  water  supply  of  the  island,  and  ameliorate  its 
clinuite.  The  drawbacks  to  the  climate  of  Malta  aie  chietly  these:  — 
During  winter  and  spring  the  island  is  swept  by  cold  norlheily  winds; 
during  the  summer  months  the  heat  is  excessive,  and  during  all  seasons 
there  is  great  scarcity  of  wafer.  These  climatic  ])eculiarities,  which  are 
V(M-y  deleterious  to  health  and  vegetation,  may  be  regarded  as  primaiiiy 
arising  out  of  the  geographical  position  of  Malta.  The  winter  tempera- 
ture rapidly  falls  in  proceeding  from  Malta  towards  the  north-east ;  thus 
while  at  .Malta  the  mean  temperature  of  January  is  5fi'0°;  at  Corfu  it  is 
49  8°;  at  Belgraile  30  ;j'-';  at  Kiew  204:°;  and  at  Moscow  124°.    Hence 
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nortlierly  winds  at  Malta  are  pecnliavly  cliaracterized  by  excessive  cold 
and  dryness.  On  tlie  other  liand,  its  proximity  to  Africa  exposes  it  in 
summer  to  scorching  blasts  of  heated  air.  These  drawbacks  are  felt  in 
their  fullest  extent,  owing  to  the  almost  complete  absence  of  trees  on 
the  island.  The  influence  of  forests  on  climate  has  been  made  a  subject 
of  investigation  by  meteorologists  of  late  years,  and  though  much  still 
remains  to  be  done,  yet  some  important  points  have  been  established. 
The  highest  temperature  of  tlie  air  occurs  in  summer  between  two  and 
three  p.m.,  but  trees  do  not  attain  their  highest  temperature  till 
nine  p.m.  Changes  of  temperature  take  place  slowly  in  the  tree,  but  in 
the  air  they  are  rapid.  Hence  trees  may  be  regarded,  like  the  ocean,  as 
jiowerful  equalizers  of  temperature,  in  moderating  the  heat  of  the  day,  and 
in  maintaining  a  higher  temperature  during  the  night.  Since  air  is  heated 
by  contact  with  the  soil,  and  since  trees  shield  the  soil  from  solar  radia- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  trees  diminish  the  force  of  the  sun's  rays,  especially 
in  the  lower  stratum  of  the  atmosphere,  which  is  breathed  by  man.  Trees 
exhale  moisture,  and  thus  produce  cold  in  the  air  by  the  latent  heat  ab- 
stracted from  it.  From  this  lowering  of  the  temperature,  and  from  the 
moisture  which  is  exhaled,  dry  winds  acquire  greater  relative  humidity, 
and  thus  are  deprived  of  much  of  their  noxious  influence ;  and  since  trees 
break  the  force  of  the  wind,  their  beneficial  influence  is  greatly  augmented. 
During  night  the  process  of  terrestrial  radiation  lowers  the  temperature  of 
a  tree  at  a  slow  rate.  First  the  upper  leaves  are  cooled,  then  those  leaves 
immediately  under,  and  so  on,  until  the  whole  are  cooled.  Now  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day,  before  the  tree  is  heated  by  the  sun,  its  cool  leaves 
present  a  very  large  surface  to  the  air  currents  which  pass  through  them. 
Hence  the  cooling  influence  of  trees  is  very  considerable,  which  all  must 
have  experienced  in  the  deliciously  cool  breezes  of  well-planted  parks  on 
a  warm  summer  day.  This  refrigerating  influence  of  trees  is  sometimes 
well  seen  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  when  the  air  is  filled  with  fog. 
In  such  cases  heavy  drops  of  water  fall  from  the  trees  and  increase,  on 
occasions,  to  the  copiousness  of  a  heavy  shower;  and,  doubtless,  when 
the  air  is  saturated,  the  rainfall  will  be  heavier  when  the  wind  advances 
on  a  forest,  whose  temperature  is  several  degrees  lower  than  that  of  the 
surrounding  district,  where  there  are  no  trees.  Hence,  then,  it  may  fairly 
be  inferred,  if  it  has  not  been  indeed  proved,  that  trees  bring  about  a 
difl'erent  distribution  of  the  rainfall,  as  respects  the  time  of  the  day  and 
{he  season  of  the  year.  Trees  serve  another  important  use.  "When  rain 
falls  on  so  dry  and  bare  a  soil  as  that  of  Malta,  it  runs  oft"  at  once,  and  is 
lost  in  useless,  if  not  destructive  floods.  But  since  the  roots  of  trees 
penetrate  the  soil,  and  so  loosen  it,  and  render  it  porous,  much  of  the  rain 
is  not  only  received  and  preserved  by  the  trees,  but  what  fails  to  the 
ground  is  allowed  to  sink  into  the  soil,  and  fill  the  reservoirs  of  the  deep- 
seated  springs.  And  since,  owing  to  tiu'  stillness  and  greater  dampness 
of  the  air  among  trees,  the  evaporation  from  forest  soil  is  only  about  a 
fifth  of  what  it  is  in  an  open  country,  woods  regulate  the  flow,  and  retard, 
if  they  do  not  altogether  prevent  the  drying  up  of  springs. — "Notes  on 
the  Structure  and  INIeasnrements  of  Cells  in  the  Ilepaticfe.  "By  James 
"Williamson  Edmoud,  M.B.,  CM.  The  author  described  the  characters 
and  measurements  of  the  leaf-cells  of  twenty-six  species  of  British  Ihpa- 
tlcce,  he  also  gave  the  measurements  of  the  spores  and  elaters  of  several 
of   the    species.       He   considered    that,    owing    to   the    great    variation 
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ill  tlie  measurements,  even  in  the  cells  of  a  single  specimen,  they  could 
not  be  relied  upon  as  characteristics  of  any  species.  The  form,  how- 
ever, of  the  cells,  the  thickened  or  delicate  cell-wall,  the  character  of  the 
contents,  and  the  presence  or  absence  of  trigones  at  the  angles  of  the 
cells  he  considered  as  of  importance  in  determining  the  species.  The 
paper  was  illustrated  by  drawings  and  specimens  under  the  microscope. 
— "  Notes  on  the  Distribution  of  Alga."  By  George  Dickie,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Botany,  Aberdeen.  (See  p.  70.) — "  On  the  Flora  of  the  South 
of  France."  By  James  F.  Eobiuson.  Communicated  by  ^Ir.  Sadler. — 
"  Memoranda  on  Fir-cones  chieily  in  the  Museum  of  Economic  Botany, 
Edin.  Royal  Bot.  Garden."  By  Professor  A.  Dickson,  Glasgow.  Dr. 
Dickson  demonstrated  some  of  the  forms  of  spirals  occurring  in  the 
cones  of  the  Spruce  Fir  {Abies  exceJsa)  by  means  of  specimens  where  the 
cone-scales  were  numbered  with  oil-paint,  diflerent  colours  being  used 
where  desirable.  The  paint  was  allowed  to  diy,  and  then  the  cones  were 
put  up  in  jars  with  strong  solution  of  salt.  In  this  way  he  exhibited  the 
following  forms : — -^-^  spiral  (the  normal  form)  ;  \^  spiral ;  -^  spiral ; 
and  conjugate  double  (bijugate)  -^ — (=-rr)  spiral.*    Dr.  Dickson  stated 

that  while  working  at  these  cones  he  took  occasion  (by  permission  of 
Professor  Balfour)  to  examine  the  collection  of  cones  in  the  museum  at 
the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden,  among  which  he  noted  the  following : 
— A.  Belonging  to  the  ordinary  series,  \,  \,  -§-,  f,  etc.  Finns  Pinaster 
(10  cones),  F.  Lambertiana  (3  cones),  Abies  Morinda  (1  cone)  -^, 
Finns  Jeffreyi  (3  cones)  ^,  Araiccaria  excelsa  f\,  A.  irnbricata  ^. 
B.  Belonging  to  series  -i,  \,  -f-,  y\,  y^g-,  etc.  Abits  Morinda  (1  cone), 
Finns  Latnbertiana  (1  cone),  and  C//cus  revuluta  (1  male  cone)  ^,  Finns 
Finasier  (3  cones)  -^g,  F.  Jcffrei/i  (i  cone)  -f-g-.  C.  Belonging  to  series 
i,  i,  f,  ■^,  -^-^,  etc.  Zamiu  furfuracea  (1  male  cone)  f.  In  another  spe- 
cimen of  the  same  the  antheriferous  scales  were  in  alternating  whorls  of  5. 
Finns  Finaster  (2  cones)  ~,  P.  Lambertiana  (I  cone).  Here  the  scales 
at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  -cone  exhibited  a  ~  spiral.  The  middle  of 
the  cone,  however,  showed  1 0  secondary  spirals  running  one  way  and  14 
the  other,  being  manifestly  a  bijugate  — ^„(=/4)  spiral  derived  from  the 

series  f,  f ,  3^,  y^g,  etc.f  This  cone  is  immature  and  somewhat  irregular 
in  its  development ;  and,  curiously  enough,  while  the  generating  spiral 
above  and  below  runs  to  the  r-i«fe4-hand,  the  two  spirals  in  the  middle  run 
to  the  l«ft.  D.  Belonging  to  series  i,  \,  ^,  -jy,  etc.  Stangeria  para- 
doxa  (male  cone)  y\-.  This  is  doubtless  an  abnormality,  a  cone  growing 
upon  a  plant  of  the  same  species  in  the  Edinburgh  Botanical  Garden  ex- 
hibiting 13  vertical  rows,  of  course  resulting  fi-om  a  -^^^  spiral.  Separate 
allusion  may  be  made  to  the  cones  of  Finns  Finaster,  which  seem  spe- 
cially liable  to  variation  ;  for  example,  in  the  museum  there  are  two 
branches,  one  with  8  cones,  of  which  there  are  6  normal,  with  -f^  spiral, 
one  with  an  ^V  ^"^^  one  with  a  j^  arrangement ;  the  other  with  5  cones, 
of  which  there  are  2  normal,  two  with  an  -f-^,  and  one  with  what  seems 

*  Trijugate  spirals  have  also  been  noted  as  occurring  in  Pine-cones  (L.  and  A. 
Bravais,  "Sur  la  Disposition  des  Feuilles,"  Ann.  des  So.  Xat.  2nd  series,  vol.  vii. 
p.  102).  And  Dr.  Dickson  has,  since  the  Society's  meeting,  observed  a  cone  of 
Abies  excelsa,  where  the  arrangement  is  a  trijugate  -'•'^(^^^)  spiral.       ^_SZ~ 

t  Examples  of  this  series  have  been  observed  by  Bravais  (1.  c.  p.  93)  in  Pinus 
niarilima,  Dipsacvs,  etc. 
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to  be  a  very  rave  arrang-ement,  viz.  a  /^  spiral,  a  member  of  a  series 
whose  terms  would  run  as  follows,  i,  f ,  -j\,  ~,  ~,  etc.,  these  fractions 
representing  the  values  of  the  successive  convergcnts  in  the  continued 
fraction — 

1 


4+,l 


2  +  1 


1  +  i 


1+  .  .   . 

— Professor  Dickie  presented  specimens  of  lihoclymenla  paJinata  found 
growing  on  an  iron  chain  submerged  for  five  months  in  six  fathoms  in 
the  Bay  of  Nigg,  near  Aberdeen,  also  specimens  of  Polysiphonia  Brodicei 
found  growing  on  a  piece  of  hempen  rope  nttached  to  the  same  chain. — 
Mr.  Sadler  presented  specimens  of  Ulva  crispa,  and  recorded  its  occur- 
rence in  great  profusion  at  the  foot  of  a  wall  leading  to  Warriston  Ceme- 
tery, Edinburgh. 


Jjdlantcnl  Dctos. 

Tlic  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  have  appointed  Mr.  William 
Carruthers  to  be  Keeper  of  the  Botanical  Department  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  J.  J.  Bennett,  who  recently  retired.  None  of  the  readers  of  this 
Journal  require  to  be  informed  of  the  very  valuable  additions  to  our 
knowledge  of  plant  structure  wliich  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Carruthers ; 
many  of  his  researches  on  fossil  plants  have  been  first  published  in  our 
pages,  and  the  yearly  indexes  show  other  important  contributions  from 
his  pen.  With  the  prospect  of  increased  accommodation  in  the  new 
Natural  History  Museum,  abundance  of  opportunity  for  developing  the 
great  resources  of  the  department  will  be  afforded  to  Mr.  Carruthers  and 
his  assistants. 

Mr.  Baker  has  commenced  in  the  '  Gardener's  Chronicle '  a  synopsis  of 
tlie  genus  Lilium.  He  separates  as  a  subgenus  {Notholirloii)  the  Hima- 
layan L.  roseum ;  and  under  the  name  L.  Ilookeri  describes  another 
species  of  the  same  subgenus  from  Sikkim. 

Under  the  title  '  Bristol  Pharmacology,'  Mr.  Stoddart,  of  Bristol,  is 
publishing  in  the  '  Pharmaceutical  Journal '  a  series  of  very  interesting 
notes  on  the  medicinal  native  plants  growing  round  that  city,  which  are 
very  well  worth  perusal  by  students  of  our  flora. 

Dr.  Asa  Gray  has  recently  given  us  a  reconstruction  of  the  Order  Dia- 
pomiaccae.  He  associates  with  Diapensia  and  ryxldanlliera  in  this  small 
Order  Shoriia  icaiS.  Galax,  which  have  been  referred  to  various  natural  fami- 
lies. We  are  also  indebted  to  him  for  an  excellent  revision  of  the  Polcmo- 
niacei^  of  N.  America,  of  wliich  lie  describes  11)9  species  under  four  genera. 

'  The  Year-Book  of  Pharmacy  for  1S70,  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference '  held  at  Liverpool  last  year,  has 
reached  us.  It  forms  a  volume  of  some  600  pages,  filled  with  a  very 
miscellaneous  assemblage  of  papers  and  notes  on  all  subjects  connected 
with  the  materia  medica  in  its  largest  sense,  both  British  and  foreign, 
and  will  be   found  worthy  of  perusal  by  botanists   as  well  as  pharnia- 
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ceutists.  Tlie  arrangement  of  tlie  material  seems  to  be  not  based  on  any 
evident  system,  which  rendei's  the  hook  somewhat  difficult  of  consultation  ; 
but  it  would  be  ungracious  to  complain  of  tiiis,  since  the  editor,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Erough,  is  stated  in  the  Preface  to  liave  been  seriously  ill  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  book  through  the  press. 

Our  obituary  this  month  is  unhappily  a  long  one.  Dr.  F.  A.  W. 
Miquel,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  L'trecht,  and  Curator  of 
the  Koyal  Herbarium  at  Leyden.  succumbed  to  an  alfection  of  the  chest 
in  the  end  of  last  January.  He  ranked  among  the  most  distinguished 
botanists  of  Europe,  and  the  great  advantages  of  the  Leyden  Herbarium 
■were  turned  to  excellent  account  by  hiui  in  the  elucidation  of  the  botany 
of  the  East  Indian  Islands,  Japan,  and  New  Holland.  The  '  Annales  Musei 
Botanici  Lugduno-Batavi,'  commenced  in  1863,  and  published  in  folio  parts, 
of  which  forty,  forming  lour  volumes,  have  appeared,  and  the  '  Flora  India3 
Batavse  '  are  his  most  important  works ;  but  Professor  Miquel  was  the 
-author  of  Monographs  of  \\\t  Plperaccce,  Cycadcfe,  Ficus,  Cacti,  Casna- 
rineE,  etc.,  and  of  very  numerous  papers  in  the  transactions  of  the  learned 
societies  of  the  Continent,  no  less  than  108  articles  standing  under  his 
name  in  the  RoyaF Society's  Catalogiie.  By  hi?  death  science  loses  an 
eminent  votary,  and  the  botanists  of  this  and  other  lands  a  fellow-worker 
who  was  always  ready  to  place  the  information  which  he  possessed  at 
their  service. 

])r.  Franz  Lagger,  of  Freiburg,  who  paid  much  attention  to  the  flora 
of  Switzerland,  and  added  a  few  species  to  it,  died  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

Euyrcne  Coemans  died  at  Ghent  in  January  last.  He  was  a  lay  abbot, 
but  devoted  himself  to  botanical  studies.  His  earliest  memoir  was  on 
some  critical  Belgian  Cryptogams,  published  in  1858;  and  for  several 
years  he  directed  his  attention  to  these  plants,  especially  to  the  Fungi, 
and  published  several  systematic  and  structural  pipers  on  that  Order. 
More  recently  he  became  engrossed  with  the  elucidation  of  the  fossil 
plants  of  Belgium,  and  contributed  several  valuable  papers  to  different 
periodicids,  besides  accumulating  an  extensive  series  of  notes  and  draw- 
ings for  a  general  work  on  the  subject.  These  he  has  left  to  the  Natural 
History  Museum  of  Belgium.  The  most  important  of  his  papers  is  the 
description  of  a  singular  gymnos])ermous  flora  of  ('retaceous  age  at 
Hainault,  wliich  was  noticed  in  this  Journal  (Vol.  V.  p.  182).  His 
memoirs  on  the  genera  Splienophyllam,  Annnlaria,  and  AderophylUtes, 
cleared  up  the  confusion  into  which  these  forms  of  foliage  had  got ;  and, 
although  at  first  he  held  them  to  be  most  probably  phanerogamous  plants, 
he  subsequently  adopted  the  views  of  Mr.  Carrutliers,  and  in  our  pages 
published  (Vof.  Vli.  p.  337)  his  estimate  of  the  classification  and  rehi- 
tion  of  those  forms.  His  death  is  a  great  loss  to  science,  especially  to 
science  in  Belgium. 

"VVe  also  regret  to  record  the  death,  in  his  forty-second  year,  of  IsU. 
T.  W.  Gissing,  which  took  place  at  Wakefield  on  December  28.  Mr. 
Gissing  was  the  author  of  a  '  Flora  of  Wakefield '  (noticed  in  Vol.  V. 
p.  346),  and  has  also  contributed  to  our  pages. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  : — Prof.  Thiselton  Dyer, 
A.  G.  More,  Rev.  J.  :M.  Crombie,  Rev.  W.  A.  Leisihton,  Prof.  Church, 
A.  W.  Bennett,  "W.  Carrutheis,  J.  Sadler,  C.  Bailey,  Miss  Gift'ord, 
J.  Britten,  etc. 
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ON   THE  FORMS  AND  DISTEIBUTION   OVER  THE  WORLD 
OF  THE  BATRACHIUM  SECTION  OF  RANUNCULUS. 

By  W.  P.  HiERN,  M.A. 

(Concluded  from  p.  69.) 
(Plate  CXV.) 

12.  triphyllus. 

R.  triph/llos,  Wallr.  in  Linnffia,  vol.  xiv.  p.  584  (1840).  R.  Petiveri, 
13.  major,  Koch,  Syn.  Fl.  Germ,  et  Helvet.  ed.  ii.  p.  13  (1843).  R.  he- 
terophyllus.  Fries  (part)  (1845).  Batrachium  lieterophyllum,  Fries  (part) 
(1S46).  R.  aqiiatilis,  var.  S.  tripartitus,  Koch  in  Sturm.  Deutschl.  Fl. 
hf.  67.  f.  (1835).  R.  Friem,  Beurl.  Botan.  Notis.  1852,  p.  156,  non 
Hart  ID. 

Occurs  in  W.  Russia,  England  (Surrey,  state  with  small  flowers,  ap- 
proaching Godronii,  but  with  glabrous  carpels),  France.  Wallroth  gives 
three  varieties, — a.  obtusiloha,  lobes  of  floating  leaves  blunt ;  /3.  acutUoba, 
lobes  of  floating  leaves  acute  ;  y.  schizoloba,  lobes  of  floating  leaves  usually 
stalked,  deejjly  and  irregularly  divided  in  linear  segments.  Dift'ers  from 
elonc/atus  by  its  glabrous  carpels. 

BatracJmim  heteropJijjHum,  S.  F.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr.  Brit.  PI. 
vol.  ii.  p.  721  (1821).  Ranunculus  aquatilis,  Godr.  Essai  (1839). 
Forms  13-19. 

R.  peltatm,  Schrank,  Baier.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  103  (1789). 
R.  hydrocharls,  A.  Iwteropliyllus,  ft.  peltatus,  Spenner,  Fl. 
Frib.  (1829).  Bairac/iiiim  peliatum,  Fries,  Sura.  \eg.  Scand. 
i.  p.  141,  and  var.  isopkyllum,  Fr.  1.  c.  (without  capillary 
leaves)  (1846).  Batrachiuvi  setigerum,  Fries,  Bot.  Utfl. 
(1852,  3),  ex  Hartraan  (1861).  Forms  13-16.  Fig.— 
Rchb.  Fl.  Germ.  3.  3,  "  R.  aqnatiUs,  (3.  hderophijllm,  siib- 
peltatus ;  R.  aquatilis,  terreslris,  heterophyllus,^'  (1838). 
Schkuhr,  Handb.  1. 152,  "  R.  heleropliyllus"  (1808).  Cosson 
and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  2.  f.  3.  According  to  Fries,  floating 
leaves  are  necessary  for  the  production  of  flowers  in  peltatus, 
in  consequence  of  the  peduncles  springing  only  from  the  axils 
of  the  floating  leaves ;  this  statement,  however,  does  not  agree 
with  my  experience. 

The  very  remarkable  form  figured  in  plate  115  has  peltate 
leaves,  very  finely  and  deeply  decomposed  so  as  to  simulate 
submersed  leaves.  It  was  gathered  by  Mr.  P.  Gray  in 
August,  1845,  from  the  margin  of  the  Castle  Loch,  Locli- 
maben,  Dumfries,  Scotland  ;  it  is  best  referred  to  R.  peltatus, 
Schrank,  var.  Jissi/oliiis,  but  it  has  some  approach  to  Ii.  Pe- 
tiveri, Koch.  R.  (BatrachiuDi)  hypotriclius,  Turcz.  in  Bull, 
de  Mosc.  vol.  ii.  p.  275  (1854),  has  its  floating  leaves  pilose 
below  and  subcoriaceous  ;  it  appears  to  be  referable  here  and 
to  approach  R.  Irinacrius ;  it  may,  however,  be  a  state  of 
radians, 
VOL.    IX.    [APRIL    1;,    1871.]  H 
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13.    ELOKGATUS. 

R.  elongntiis,  Batracliium  elongntnm,  P.  Schultz  !  in  '  Billotia,'  vol.  i. 
p.  113.  n.  3802  (1869).  R.  aquati.Us,  y.  quiiiquelobns,  Koch  in  Sturm. 
Deutschl.  Fl.  Hf.  67.  f.  (183.5),  seems  scarcely  to  differ,  except  that 
the  lobes  are  more  uniformly  rounded  and  nearly  equal. 

Occm-s  in  Lapland  (Fellman  !  3,  a  poor  specimen,  from  the  Arctic  re- 
gions, seeins  to  belong  here),  England  (Hampshire  !,  Lancashire  qidnque- 
lobus),  Wales,  France,  Germany,  Spain.  R.  aquatilis,  heterophyllus,  mib- 
trnncatus,  Echb.  Fl.  Germ.  vol.  iii.  p.  3,  is  intermediate  between  elongatus 
and  truncatus. 

14-.    PENICILLATUS. 

Batracliium  penicillatum,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  12  (1863).  R.  aqna- 
iilis,  a.  longifuliits,  Rossraann,  Beitr.  Kenntn.  Wasserhahn.  p.  58  (IS.^^). 
H.  aqnatilis,  ^.  heterophyllus,  subtruncatus,  pleiopetalns,  Rchb.  Fl.  Germ. 
3.  t.  3  (1838).  R.  pseudofluitans,  Bab.,  mhiore  parte  (1867).  R.  pelta- 
tiis,  y.  pseuchfliiitcms,  Syme,  part  (1863). 

Occurs  in  England,  Ireland,  Belgium,  France,  Germany,  and  probably 
in  other  countries.  Differs  from _/«?'^«??«,  with  which  it  is  likely  to  be  con- 
founded, by  its  hairy  receptacle,  and  from  pseiidojluitans  by  the  presence  of 
floating  leaves.  The  petals  are  occasionally  more  than  five  in  number,  as 
is  also  the  casern  Jfuitaii^.  E.  Fries  in  '  Botaniska  Notiser'  for  1845,  p. 
122,  reports  "  Batrachium  quoddam  singnlare  penicillatum'^  from  the 
]\Ialar  Lake,  in  Sweden,  having  leaves  with  long  petioles,  and  with  very 
numerous  but  quite  short  setaceous  segments  in  a  very  dense  pencil.  He 
was  uncertain  whether  these  characters  would  prove  constant,  and  I  have 
no  further  information  regarding  the  plant. 

15.  FLORIBUNDUS. 

R.  aquatilis,  a.  peltatus,  Koch  in  Sturm,  Deutschl.  Fl.  Hf.  67.  f. 
(1835).  R.  aquatilis,  a.  cordatits,  Doll,  Rlieinisch.  Fl.  p.  549  (1843). 
R.Jloribundus,  Bab.  in^Ann.  Nat.  Hist.  ser.  2.  vol.  xvi.  p.  397  (1855). 
R.  triiiacrius,  E.  and  A.  Huet  du  Pavilion  in  Plant.  Sic.  Exsicc.  n.  1 
(1856,  state  deprived  of  submersed  leaves).  Batrachium  aquatile  and 
iloribundum,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  12  (1863).  R.  peltatus,  j3.  flori- 
hundus,  Syme  (1863).  Fig.— Fl.  Dan.  t.  2416;  Eng.  Bot.  Suppl. 
2969. 

Occurs  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  France,  Sicily,  Spain,  Portugal, 
S.  E.  Europe,  Smyrna,  Algiers,  etc.  R.  aquaiicus,  var.  irilobus,  Frivaldczky 
]\IS.  Rumelia.  1837.  A  common  and  widely  distributed  form,  especially 
in  Europe. 

16.  TRUNCATUS. 

R.  aquaticus,  /3.  truncatus,  Koch  in  Sturm,  Deutschl.  Fl.  Hf.  67  f. 
(1835).  R.  peltatus,  ^Vii).\.c.  1855  (nearly).  Batrachium  truncatum, 
Dumort.  Monogr.  Bat.  p.  11  (1863).  R.  peltatus,  a.  vulgaris,  Syme 
(1863)  (nearly).     Fig.— Eng.  Bot.  Suppl.  t.  2965  (not  good). 

Occurs  in  West  Russia  (Herb.  Fl.  IngTic.  Cent.  ix.  n.  12  !), 
Britain,  Belgium,  France,  etc.,  Teneriffe  (state  always  with  glabrous 
carpels,  often  with  very  large  flowers  ami  numerous  veins  on  the  petals, 
a])pvoac\ung penicillatus,  E.  Bourgeau,  PI.  Canar.  n.  407  !). 

R.  diversifolius,  Schrank,  Baier.  Fl.  p.  103  (1789).  Ba- 
trachium heterophyllum,  Fries,  Sum.  Veg.  Scand.  i.  p.  140. 
part  (1846).  R.  hydrocharis,  A.  heterophyllus,  a.  vulgaris 
Spanner,  Fl.  Frib.  (1829).     Forms  17-19. 
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17.  KHIPIPHYLLUS. 

11.  rluyiphjllus,  Bast  in  Boreau,  PI.  Cent.  Fr.  ed.  3.  vol.  ii.  p.  11 
(1857). 

France.  A  specimen  witli  very  few  submersed  leaves,  and  with  only 
3-5  veins  on  the  petals,  from  Leipzig  in  Hb.  Kew,  labelled  R.  aquatiUs, 
var.  micranthns,  probably  is  a  state  of  this  form,  also  some  British  speci- 
men ;   bnt  1  have  not  seen  an  authentic  specimen. 

18.  RADIANS. 

R.  radians.  Revel  in  Act.  Soc.  Linn.  Bord.  vol.  xix.  p.  114,  f.  (1833). 
R.  heterophyUus,  Bab.  part  (18.55). 

Occurs  in  Scandinavia,  Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  France,  Switzer- 
land, Spain  (weak  state,  with  leaves  approaching  those  oi  Jlui-ibnndas), 
etc.  Not  uncommon,  I  believe,  in  the  North  of  England.  I  have  it  from 
Lancashire,  Statfordshire,  and  Cambridge. 

19.  GODRONII. 

R.  Godronu,  Gren.  in  Schultz  Arch.  pp.  169,  173  (name  only),  (1850). 
R.  aqiiut'dh,  yS.  hrcvifollus,  Kossmann,  Beitr.  Kenntn.  Wasserhahn,  p.  58 
(1854). 

Occurs  in  England  (Warwickshire !)  and  France,  and  probably  else- 
where. Professor  Babington,  in  1855,  united  this  form  with  R.  Broiietii, 
and  now  he  unites  it  with  R.  trlchopliyllus.  Floating  leaves  tripartite 
witli  cuneate  and  incise  or  crenate  lobes,  membranous  and  quite  glabrous, 
or  occasionally  with  a  few  scattered  weak  appressed  hairs  Ijcneath  ;  flowers 
usually  smaller  than  in /•a£//««s;  submersed  leaves  finely  capillary  ;  carpels 
more  or  less  hispid ;  fruit-receptacle  rounded  and  hairy. 

R.  pantothrix,  Brot.  FL  Lusit.  vol.  ii.  p.  375  (1804).  R.  flnvia- 
tiUs,  Wahl.  Helvet.  n.  597.  p.  109  (1813),  non  Web.  R.  hydrocharis, 
B.  homoiopkyUus,  /3.  y.  e.  C  Spenn.  Fl.  Frib.  (1829).  All  Indian 
specimens  belong  to  this  group,  and  all  American  ones  except  those 
which  belong  to  R.  hederaceus,  L.     Forms  20-35. 

R.  fcenknlaceits,  Gilib.  Fl.  Lith.  vol.  v.  p.  262  (1782).  R. 
aqualilis,  y.  foenlcnlaceus,  Hagen,  Ranunc.  Pruss.  (1783)  in  Ludw. 
Del.  Opusc.  p.  488  (1790).  R.  aquatUis,  Web.  in  Wigg.  Prim. 
Fl.  Holsat.  p.  42  (1780).     Forms  20-34. 

20.  CIRCINATUS. 

R.  aqmtilis,  /3,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  781  (175'3).  R.  aqnatUis,  B.  mille- 
foUus,  Liljeblad,  Sw.  Fl.  p.  229  (1793),  ex  Schlechtendal.  R.  circmatiis, 
Sibth.  Fl.  Oxon.  p.  175  (1794).  R.  aqnatiUs,  a.  orbiculatus,  Schnni. 
En.  PL  Saell.  p.  171  (1801).  R.  siagnatlUs,  Wallr.  Sched.  Crit.  p.  285 
(Lower  leaves  subferruginons  1822).  R.  aqiuitUis,  8.  sfagnaiilis,  De 
Cand.  Prod.  vol.  i.  p.  27  (1824).  R.  riyidiis,  Roth,  En.  PI.  Phrenog. 
Germ.  I.  ii.  p.  633  (1827),  non  Pers.  nee  Godr.  R.  hydrochuris,  B.  ho- 
moiophyllas,  y.  caspitosns,  Spenn.  Fl.  Frib.  p.  1 008  (1829).  R.  divaricatns, 
Koch  in  Sturm.  Deutschl.  Fl.  H.  67,  tig.  (1835),  non  Schrank.  Ba- 
trachium  circinnatum,  Spach,  Hist.  Nat.  Veg.  vol.  vii.  p.  201  (1839), 
Fries,  Hb.  Norm.  fasc.  9.  n.  29  (specimen,  1816).  Buirachhim  dlcari- 
cntum,  Schur.  Euum.  PI.  Transsilv.  12  (1866).  Fig.— Godr.  Essai,  f.  7  ; 
Eng.  Bot.  t.  2869;  Fl.  Dan.  t.  2236;  Rchb.  Fl.  Germ.  3.  2;  Cosson 
and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  1.  f.  9  ;  Schkuhr,  llandb.  t.  152. 

Occurs  in  Scandinavia,  Belgium,  Russia,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
France,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Tyrol,  Italy.  A  Swedish  form  approaches 
cotiftrvoides.     Tiiis  is  one  of  the  best  marked  and  most  distinct,  but  I 
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caimot  separate  it  specificallj  from  otliers.     The  synonyinv  is  mucli  con- 
fused with  caspitosus,  and  somewhat  wiih  trichophyllus. 

21.  BUNGEI. 

R.  hydrophilm,  Bunge,  En.  PI.  Chin.  p.  2  (1831),  non  Gaudich.  R. 
Binigei,  Steud.  Nomencl.  Bot.  2.  433  (1841). 

Occurs  only  in  China.  This  is  without  exception  the  most  distinct 
and  the  least  connected  by  intermediate  forms  of  all  the  members  of  this 
group ;  but  as  I  have  seen  no  other  specimens  from  China,  I  do  not  think 
it  safe  to  keep  this  as  a  separate  species  while  so  many  other  diverse  forms 
are  combined.  When  more  specimens  are  examined  from  China,  we  shall 
be  in  a  better  position  to  judge. 

R.  pectimtiis,  Dubois,  Orl.  ed.  2.  1030  (1833).  R.  aqua- 
tilis,  y.  L.  (1753).  R.  peucedai/ifoliiis.  All.  Fl.  Piedmont,  n. 
1469  (1785),  teste  Bert,  non  Gilib.  Batrachiiim  panlothrix,  S. 
E.  Crav,  Nat.  Arr.  Br.  PI.  2.  722  (1821).  R.  aquatilis, 
var.  diffnsus,  With.  Br.  PI.  vol.  iii.  p.  682  (1830).  R.  panto- 
thriv,  Bert.  Fl.  Ital.  vol.  v.  p.  575  (1842).     Forms  22-34. 

22.  CiESPlTOSUS. 

R.  cesspitosns,  Thuill.  Fl.  Par.  ed.  2.  p.  279  (1799),  non  R.  cespilosxs. 
Wall.  List.  n.  4701  (1828).  R.  pumilus,  Poir.  Enc.  vol.  vi.  p.  133 
(1804),  non  Thuill.  R.  aquatilis,  B.  homoiophylliis,  (3.  abrotaiiifoUus, 
Wallr.  Sched.  Crit.  283  (1822).  R.  Banhhn,  ^.  ^e;Te.s^m,Tausch.' Flora, 
xvii.  ii.  526  (1834).  R.  aqiiatiUs,  y.  rigidifuUns,  Kunth,  Fl.  Berol.  vol.  i, 
p.  14  (183S),  excl.  Synon.  BatracJiinm  aqnalile,  y.  radicans,  Spach, 
Hist.  Nat.  Veg.  vol.  vii.  p.  201  (1839).  R.  aquatilis,  8.  sucadentua, 
Koch,  Svn.  Fl.  Germ,  et  Helvet.  ed.  2.  p.  13  (1843).  Fig.— Godr.  Essai, 
f.  6;  Cosson  and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  2.  f.  5  ;  Rcbb.  Fl.  Germ.  3.  3.  "  i?. 
aquatilis,  y.  terrestris  homophyllus''  (1838). 

Occurs  in  Sweden,  England,  Wales,  France,  Germany,  Transylvania 
Greece,  Portugal,  India,  Solumbia,  N.  America,  etc.  This  is  the  subter 
restrial  state  of  manv  of  the  following  forms. 

R.  capihaceus,  Thuill.  Fl.  Par.  2.  ii.  p.  279  (1799).  Ra- 
trachium  aqnatHe,  a.  triclwpliyllus,  Spach,  Hist.  Nat.  Yeg. 
vol.  vii.  p.  200  (1839).  R.  aquatilis,  a.  panlothrix,  capillaris, 
Rchb.  Fl.  Germ.  3.  3  (1838).  R.  hydrocharis,  B.  homoiopJiyllus, 
capiUaceus,  Spenn.  Fl.  Frib.  (1829).     Forms  23-34. 

23.  LONGIROSTRIS. 

R.  longirostris,  Godr.  Essai,  f.  9  (1839).  R.  aquatilis,  var.  (tric/io- 
phyllus?),  George  Lawson  in  Monogr.  Rauunculacea,  Dom.  Canada  and 
Br.  Amer.  Art.  ii.  p.  42,  1869  (some  or  all  of  the  localities  named). 

Occurs  exclusively  in  North  America.  Canada  West,  ]\Iacoun ! ;  Drum- 
mond  ! ;  New  Mexico  ;  Lexington,  Kentucky,  Short !  Peter!;  Columbia; 
St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  California,  Bigelow !  A  specimen  from  Saska- 
tchewan, British  North  America,  collected  by  E.  Bourgeau,  probably  be- 
longs to  this  form.  Specimens  from  Tobacco  plain,  Kootenay,  British 
Columbia,  collected  by  Dr.  Lyall,  and  from  Rock  river,  Hudson's  Bay 
territory,  collected  by  Burke,  are  smaller  forms,  and  are  even  deficient  in 
the  long  beak  on  the  carpels ;  they  appear  to  hold  an  intermediate  posi- 
tion between  longirostris  and  circinatus,  and  the  foliage  approacbes  that  of 
Rionii.     Stamens  12-15,  carpels  8-10.     In  running  water. 

R.  rigidus,  Pers.  in  Usteri  Annal.  14.  38,  39  (1795),  non 
Godr.  (1839),  nee  Roth.  R.  abrotanifolius,  Auct.  in  Pers. 
Syn.  PI.  2.  106  (1807).     Forms  24-27. 
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21'.    ASPERGILLIFOLIUS, 

Balrachium  aspergilUfoUum,  Damort.  Monogr.  Renonc.  14  (18f)3). 
Origiiiiilly  noticed  in  Flanders.  I  have  not  seen  an  authentic  speci- 
men. This  foi'ra,  or  one  closely  related  to  it,  occurs  in  England,  and 
also  in  tlie  south  of  France.  Resembles  circinatus  by  its  distant  and 
rigid  leaves  with  regular  outline,  but  differs  from  it  by  its  shorter  pe- 
duncles, and  by  the  lateral  position  of  the  leaves,  not  surrounding  the 
st«m.  It  also  approaches  trichophyllm,  between  which  and  circinatus  it  is 
intermediate. 

R. paucistamlneus,  Tausch  in  Flora,  vol.  xvii.  ii.  525  (1884). 
Batracliiuiii  aqnatile,  var.  trichodes,  Doll  ex  Martens  et 
Keramler,  Fl.  Wiirt.  et  Hohenzoll.  p.  8  (1865).  Batrachlum 
pniicidamineum,  Schur.  Enum.  PL  Transsilv.  p.  12  (1866). 
Includes  JDroueiii,  coif er void es,  and  at  least  the  smaller- 
flowered  states  of  trichophyllus.     Forms  25,  28,  29. 

R.  aqiiatilis,  fB.  pJtdIa)idrifoHits,  Schuni.  En.  PL  Saell. 
vol.  i.  p.  171  (1801),  includes  these  forms  and  probably  also 
submersus.  R.  stenopetalus,  Syme  in  Eep.  Loud.  Exch.  Club, 
1869,  p.  7,  non  Hook.  Ic.  Pl.'t.  677  (1844),  was  defined  as 
a  species  to  include  those  in  the  third  edition  of  '  English 
Botany,'  named  trichophyllus,  Droiietii,  heterophyllus,  Syme  ; 
that  is,  the  forms  radians,  Oodronii,  trichophyllus,  Dronelii, 
and  submersiis  of  this  paper.  It  is  a  useful  name  to  apply  to 
certain  intermediate  states  that  cannot  be  further  identified 
with  any  other  published  name. 

25.  TRICHOPHYLLUS. 

R.  trichophyllus,  Chaix  in  Villars,  Dauph.  vol.  i.  p.  335  (1786).  R. 
divaricatus,  ^c\\YA\\k.,  Baier.  Fl.  vol.  ii.  p.  104  (1789),  non  Koch,  etc. 
R.  aquatilis,  ^.  pantothrix,  Koch  in  Sturm.  Deutschl.  Fl.  hf.  67.  f.  (1835). 
Batrachium  bipontiiium,  F.  Schultz  in  Gren.  et  Godi'.  FL  Fr.  vol.  i.  p. 
24  (1848).  Batrachium  villosuru,  F.  Schultz,  1.  c.  Batrachium  tricho- 
jjhyllum,  Van  den  Bosch,  Fl.  Bat.  Prodr.  5  (1850).  Fig.— English 
Botany,  SuppL  t.  2968  ;  Fl.  Dan.  t.  2357  ;  Cossou  and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  2. 
f.  4. 

Occurs  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  Belgium, 
France,  Brunswick,  Switzerland,  Bavaria,  Italy,  S.  E.  Australia  (state 
very  near  this  form),  Rocky  Mountains  and  Oregon,  (Nuttall ! ;  state  near 
eaEspitosus),  India  (a  weak  state  approaching  Drouelii).  A  state  with 
long  peduncles  occurs  in  Sweden ;  it  approaches  mariuus,  but  the  carpels 
are  hairy.  According  to  Boreau,  R.  Bouhiui,  Tausch  in  Flora,  vol.  xvii. 
ii.  p,  525  (1834),  belongs  to  this  form.  Var.  brachypus,  Ilook.  and 
Am.  Bot.  Beech,  p.  316  (1841),  has  the  peduncles  and  internodes  shorter 
than  the  leaves,  which  have  very  slender  segments ;  it  occurs  in  Califor- 
nia, Douglas  1  A  state  with  rather  more  rigid  and  less  finely  divided 
and  submersed  leaves,  and  with  a  few  subtripartite  floating  leaves,  occurs 
also  in  California. 

26.  RIGIDUS. 

R.  rigidus,  Godr.  Essai,  f.  10  (1839),  non  Pers.,  nee  Roth. 

Occurs  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  (Drc'ge  !  7605),  India  (Stewart  ! 
5000  ft.  alt.  ;  a  small  form  with  fewer  carpels  and  longer  peduncles,  but 
nearer  to  this  form  than  to  any  other).  Specinniis  from  the  Capo  show 
a  complete  succession  of  states  from  rigidus  to  Drouetii. 
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27.  RiONII. 

R.  Rionii,  Lagger  in  Plora,  vol.  xxxi.  i.  pp.  49,  50  (1848).  Batra' 
cliiiim  Rionii,  Nyman,  Syll.  Fl.  Europ.  p.  174  (1854-55).  R.  Baiihiiu, 
var.  nataus,  Tausch  in  Flora,  vol.  xvii.  ii.  p.  526  (1834). 

Occurs  in  Sweden  (teste  Hartmann),  Switzerland,  N.  W.  India 
(Edgewortli !),  and  Afghanistan  (Griffith!). 

R.  ftaccidus,  Pars,  in  Usteri  Annal.  vol.  xiv.  pp.  38,  39 
(1795).  R.  aqnatilis,  y8.  capilUf alius,  Kunth,  F'l.  Berol. 
vol.  i.  p.  14  (1838).     Forms  28-31. 

28.  CONFERVOIDES. 

R.  confer voides,  Fries,  Sura.  Yeg.  Scand.  vol.  i.  p.  139  (1846).  Ba- 
trachium  confervoides,  Fr.  Bot.  Not.  An.  1845,  p.  121.  R.  paucistami- 
ueus,  var.  horealis,  Beurl.  Bot.  Not.  1852,  p.  156. 

Occurs  in  Iceland  (Paulson  !),  Finhmd,  Norvvay,  Lapland,  Sweden, 
Abyssinia  (Schimper !  sect.  ii.  1304  part,  approaching  Drouetii),  Pend 
Oreille  River,  AVashington,  U.  S.  (Dr.  Lyall !),  Lake  Winnipeg  (Douglas  !). 
A  curious  bifurcation  occurs  at  tlie  apex  of  a  peduncle  on  a  specimen  from 
Alatan  Mountains,  Russia  in  Asia.  R.  nquutilis,  y.  sajaneusis,  Regel  and 
Radde  in  Regel,  Bot.  Ost-Sibierien,  vol.  i.  p.  39  (1861),  "in  alpibus 
Sajanensibus,"  is  rather  a  larger  form.  Var.  eradicatus,  Loestad.  (1842) : 
"  pusillus,  floribus  minimis,  foliis  omnibus  tenuissime  capillaceis.  Sub 
ipsa  aqua.  Floret  in  Lapponia  arctica."  BatracJiium  eradicatum,  Fr. 
(name  only)  in  Bot.  Not.  1843,  p.  114. 

29.  Deouetii. 

R.  Drouetii,  F.  Schultz,  teste  Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  Fl.  Fr.  vol.  i. 
p.  24  (1848).  BatracJiinm  Brouetii,  Nym.,  Nya  Bot.  Not.  An.  1852, 
p.  98.  R.  affinis,  F.  Schultz  in  Fl.  vol.  xxiv.  ii.  p.  558  (1841),  non  R.  Br., 
was  a  name  given  provisionally,  in  order  to  secure  priority  of  publication 
for  some  supposed  new  species ;  I  can  fmd  no  more  information  about  it, 
but  very  possibly  the  plant  subsequently  named  Brouetii  was  meant. 

Occurs  in  Sweden,  Norway,  Scotland,  England,  France,  Switzerland, 
Prussia,  Austria,  Tyrol,  Piedmont,  Sicily,  Savoy,  Turkey  in  Europe, 
Westphalia,  Caucasus,  Turcomania,  India,  Abyssinia  (Schimper!  sect.  ii. 
n.  1304,  part),  S.  Africa  (Ecklon !  ;  form  approaching  confervoides), 
Aleutian  Isles,  British  Columbia  (Wood  !),  Lower  Frazer  River,  Colum- 
bia (Dr.  Lyall !),  Cascade  Mountains,  U.  S.  (Dr.  Lyall  ! ;  one  piece  differs 
by  presence  of  floating  leaves),  Bolivia,  S.  America  (Mandon !  873  ;  alt. 
3900  metres  ;  elongated  state).  R.  latulentus,  Song,  and  Perrier  in  Billot, 
Annot.  Dec.  1859,  is  a  pale  green  state,  with  slender  leaves,  and  with 
the  habit  of  confervoides ;  it  occurs  in  Savoy  and  Switzerland,  7000  ft. 
alt.  Some  British  specimens  are  very  close  to  it.  Yar.  cabomboides  ;  an 
elongated  plant,  collected  by  Gunn  in  Lake  River,  Grindelwald,  and  at 
F'ormosa,  Tasmania,  where  it  grows  among  pebbh^s,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stream  in  a  matted  mass.  It  flowers  under  the  water.  A  similar  form 
from  Sinaja  Sorka  is  in  Hb.  Pallas. 

30.  SUBMERSUS. 

R.  aqnatilis,  var.  subinersns,  Godr.  in  Gren.  and  Godr.  in  Fl.  Fr.  vol.  i. 
p.  23  (1848).  R.  heterophyllus,  Bab.  part  (1855).  R.  aqnatilis,  e. 
homoiophyllus,  Boreau,  Fl.  Cent.  Fr.  ed.  3.  vol.  ii.  p.  11  (1857). 
R.  aquatilis  (R.  submersus),  Carion,  Cat.  Saone  et  Loire  in  Bull.  Soc.  Bot. 
France,  vol.  vi.  p.  498  (1859). 

Occurs  in  England,   Ireland,  Armenia,  Syria,  Bucharia,   India,  South 
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Africa  (Drcge !  7606,  Cooper,  731),  Boston,  U.S.,  and  is  in  all  proba- 
bility widely  distributed.  Ditters  from  Brouetii  by  its  larger  size  with 
bigger  flowers,  and  more  elongated  submersed  leaves,  occupying  an  inter- 
mediate position  between  the  latter  and  pseiidojiuitam. 

31.  PSEUDOFLUITAXS, 

R.  JieteropJiyllus,  Bab.  part  (1855)  ex  Syme.  Batracliium  aqualile, 
b.  rivulare,  Schur.  Enura.  Plant.  Transsilv.  p.  11  (1866).  R.  pellatus, 
y.  pseudujlaita7is  (irapropr.  "  R.  pseudo-Jliiilans,  Newbould,  ms."),  Syme, 
Eng.  Bot.  ed.  8.  vol.  i.  p.  20,  part  (1863).  R.  pseudojluitans,  Bab. 
(impr.  Newb.)  Man.  Brit.  Bot.  ed.  6.  p.  7,  majore  parte  (1867). 
.  Occurs  in  England  and  Thibet  (T.  Thomson!  14,500  ft.  alt.),  and 
probably  in  many  countries  of  Europe,  specimens  of  it  being  frequently 
called  R.  fluitcnis,  Lam.,  which  it  approaches  very  closely.  Generally, 
however,  it  diii'eis  from  Jluitaris  by  more  slender  leaf-segments,  and  espe- 
cially by  its  hairy  not  glabrescent  fruit  receptacle.  It  diflers  from  penicil- 
latus, from  which  Mr.  Syme  and  Professor  Babington  have  not  distin- 
guished it,  by  the  absence  of  floating  leaves,  and  usually  by  a  difterent 
habit. 

32.  sphjErospermus. 

R.  sphcErospermus,  Boiss.  et  Blanche  in  Boiss.  Diagn.  ser.  i.  vol.  v. 
p.  6  (1856).  R.  aquatilis,  y.  sphcerosjiermus,  Boiss.  El.  Orient,  p.  23 
(1867). 

Occurs  in  Syria  (near  Damascus,  Gaillardot !,  state  with  carpel-heads 
ovoid).  A  plant  gathered  by  Dr.  Schlafli !  n.  34,  from  the  Euphrates  is 
best  referred  here ;  also  a  plant  gathered  in  Warwickshire  by  Dr.  Kirk  ! 
This  form  bears  a  general  resemblance  to  trichophyllus,  but  the  stem  is 
more  succulent,  the  flowers  are  larger,  and  on  longer  and  thicker  peduncles, 
and  the  carpels  more  numerous.  It  also  bears  some  resemblance  to 
pseudojluitans. 

33.  SALSUGINOSUS. 

Batracliium  salsuyinosum,  Dumort.  Monogr.  Batr.  p.  14  (1863)  (non 
R.  salsuffii/osus,  Pall.,  nee  Wall.  List.  4708). 

Occurs  in  Sweden,  Scotland,  England,  Belgium,  France,  Greece, 
Palestine,  etc.     Differs  from  confusus  by  the  absence  of  floating  leaves. 

34.  MARINCS. 

R.  m a?' in u s,  Arrh.  and  Er.  in  Er.  Mant.  iii.  p.  52  (1842).  Batrachiuni 
marinum,  Er.  1.  c.  p.  51  (1842)  ;  Herb.  Korm  !  fasc.  9.  n.  28  (specimen). 
.  Occurs  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Einland,  West  Russia  (Herb.  El. 
Ingric.  Cent.  viii.  n.  12  !),  Scotland,  England,  Ireland,  Erance,  etc.  A 
curious  state,  best  referred  to  this  form,  occurs  in  England  (N.  Devon  !) 
and  Sweden !  with  elongated,  rather  stout,  and  subparallel  leaf-segments 
and  small  flowers  with  hairy  fruit-receptacles.  It  approaches  ///aYffws  and 
pseudojUdtans.  The  Devonshire  plant  occasionally  has  floating  leaves,  and 
then  it  would  belong  to  Baudutii ;  it  grows  in  a  mill-stream,  liable  to  be 
mingled  with  tidal  water. 

35.  FLUITANS. 

H.  aquatills,  8,  Linn.  Sp.  PI.  p.  7S1  (1753).  R.  fluitaus,  De  Lamarck, 
El.  Er.  vol.  iii.  p.  184  (1778).  R.  Jluviatilis,  Weber  in  Wiggers  El. 
Holsat.  p.  43  (17^0)  non  Bigelow.  R.  peucedauifolius,  Gilibert,  EI.  Lith. 
vol.  V.  p.  262  (1782).  R.  uqnaHHs,  /3.  peacedanifoHus,  Hagcn,  Iiauunc. 
Pruss.  (1783)  in  Ludw.  Del.  Opusc.  p.  488(1790).  R.  macropliyllus, 
Pers.  in  Ust.  Ann.  14,  39  (179.->).     R.  peucedanoides,   Desf.   EI.  Atlant. 
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vol.  i.  p.  444  (1798).  R.  pantothrix,  y.  feucedanifolim,  De  Cand.  Syst. 
Yeg.  vol.  i.  p.  236  (1818).  Batrachiumjlnviatile,  S.  F.  Gray,  Nat.  Arr. 
Brit.  PI.  vol.  ii.  p.  722  (1821).  B.  peucedcuiifolium,  Dumort.  Prodr.  Fl. 
Belg.  p.  127  (1827).  R-  liydrocharls,  B  homoiophyUus,  t,.  peucedani- 
folius,  Spenn.  Fl.  Frib.  (1829).  Rairachium  JIuitans,  Yries,  Sum.  Veg. 
Scand.  i.  p.  26  (1846).  R.  Jluitans,  a.  flaviatilis,  et  jS.  terrestris,  Godr. 
in  Gren.  and  Godr.  FL  Fr.  vol.  i.  p.  26  (1848).  R.  Bachii,  Wirtgen, 
Verb.  Pruss.  Khnld.  vol.  ii.  p.  22  (1845).  Batrachinm  Bachii,  Wirt- 
gen, 1.  c.  iii.  p.  8  (1846).  Fig.— Cosson  and  Germ.  Atl.  t.  2.  f.  1,  2 
(flore  pleno);  Fl.  Dan.  t.  376  (?)  ;  Godr.  Essai,  f.  8;  Eng.  Bot.  Suppl. 
t.  2870  O.)  ;  llclib.  Fl.  Germ,  (flore  pleno) ;  Sturm.  Deutschl.  Fl.  H. 
67  (flore  pleno). 

Occurs  in  Denmark,  England,  Ireland,  Belgium,  France,  Prussia, 
Switzerland,  Bavaria,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Transylvania,  Styria,  Serbia, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Mid-Russia  teste  Nyman,  North  Africa.  There 
are  three  varieties :  a.  minor ;  flowers  of  moderate  size  with  5  petals, 
aquatic.  {R.  Bachii,  "Wirtgen.)  /3.  maximtis ;  flowers  large,  often  with 
more  than  5  petals,  aquatic,  y.  terrestris ;  subterrestrial.  {R.  hjdro- 
charis,  '^.homoiophyUus,  e.  trisectus,  Spenn.  I.e.  R.Jiuitaus,  ^.  terredris, 
Godr.  1.  c.)  A  state  approaching  Baudotii  was  raised  by  seed  from  the 
ordinary  form  of  fiuitam  by  Koch.  See  R.  fluitans  foliis  flidtantihm^ 
figured  in  Sturm.  1.  c. 
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Excluded  species. 

Ranunculus  aconitif alius,  L.,  Visiani  in  Flora  Dalmatica,  vol.  iii.  p.  82 
(1850),  where  it  is  placed  in  the  section  Batrachium,  belongs  to  section 
Hecatonia  of  Ranunculus. 

R.  aquaticus,  coiyledonis  umbilicato  folio.  Col.  Ecphr.  vol.  i.  p.  315. 
t.  316  (1616).  Linnaeus  quoted  this  plant  in  uncertain  conjunction  with 
his  aquatilis.     It  is  Hydji'ocotyle  vulgaris,  L. 

R.  blternatus,  Sm.  in  De  Cand.  Syst.  Veg.  (1818).  Batrachium  biter- 
natum,  J.  S.  Presl,  '  Prirozenosti  Rostlin,'  vol.  i.  p.  49  (1823),  belongs  to 
section  Hecatonia. 

Ranunculus  fluviatilis,  Bigelow,  '  Florula  Bostoniensis,'  ed.  1.  p.  139 
(1814)  non  Web.  (1780),  is  R.  multifidus,  Pursh,  R.  Purshii,  Richard- 
son, and  belongs  to  section  Hecatonia. 

Batrachium  sceleratnm,  Hartman,  Skand.  Fl.  8th  ed.  p.  94  (1861),  be- 
longs to  section  Hecatonia. 

Alphabetical  Index  of  Names  icith  numerical  references  to  the  co-ordinate 
forms  recognized  in  this  paper. 


abrotanifolius,  22,  24-27. 

aconitifolius  (excluded). 

acutiloba,  12. 

affinis,  29. 

anomalus,  8-19. 

aquaticus,  8-34,  1-35. 

aquatilis,  8-35,  13-19,  8-34,8-19, 

20-34,  15. 
aspergillifolius,  24. 
Bachii,  35. 


Batrachium,  1-35. 
Baudotii,  11,  10-11. 
Bauhini,  22,  25,  27. 
bipontinum,  25. 
biternatus  (excluded), 
boreal  is,  28. 
brachypus,  25. 
brevifolius,  19. 
Bungei,  21. 
cabomboides,  29. 
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caespitosus,  22,  20. 

capillaceus,  23-34. 

capillaris,  8-35,  23-34. 

capillifolius,  28-31. 

circinatus,  20. 

coenosus,  5,  4,  8-19. 

confervoides,  28. 

confusus,  10. 

cordatus,  15. 

crassicaulis,  8-19. 

diffusus,  22-34. 

divaricatus,  25,  20. 

diversifolius,  8-19,  17-19. 

Drouetii,  29. 

elongatus,  13. 

eradicatus,  28. 

erectus,  6. 

fissifolius,  8-19,  13-16. 

riaccidus,  28-31. 

floribundus,  15. 

fluitans,  35. 

fluviatilis,  35,  20-35  (excluded). 

foeiiiculaceus,  20-34. 

Friesii,  17-19. 

Godronii,  19. 

grammatoearpi,  1-35. 

grand iflorus,  4. 

hederaceus,  1-7,  3,  4,  6. 

hedersefoliits,  1-7,  6. 

Heterophylleae,  8-19. 

heterophyllus,  8-19, 13-19, 17-19, 

30,  31,  12,  13-16,  18. 
hololeucus,  9. 
homoeophyllus,  5. 

hoinoiophyllus,  30, 1-7,  20-25,  22. 
homophyllus,  22. 
hydrelis,  1-35. 
hydrocharis,  1-35. 
hydrophilus,  21. 
hypotrichus,  13-16. 
intermedius,  7. 
isophyllus,  8-19. 
Koclui,  10. 
lejospennus,  9-12. 
Lenormaiidi,  4. 
Leucobatrachiuin,  1-35. 
Lobbii,  3. 
longifoliiis,  14. 
longirostris,  23. 
luteolum,  8-19. 
lutuleutus,  29. 
macrophyllus,  35. 


major,  12. 

marinus,  34. 

maximus,  35. 

inicranthus,  8,  17. 

millefolius,  20. 

minor,  35,  9-11. 

minutus,  22. 

natans,  27. 

obtusiflorus,  10,  11. 

obtusiloba,  12. 

ololeucos,  9. 

omiophyllus,  5. 

orbiculatus,  20. 

pantothrix,  22-34,  20-35,  25. 

parviflorus,  8-34. 

paucistaniineus  (25,  28,  29). 

pectinatus,  22-34. 

peltatus,  13-16,  16,  15,  14,  31. 

penicillatus,  14. 

Petiveri,  9-12. 

peucedanifolius,  35,  22-34. 

peucedanoides,  35. 

phellandrifolius  (25,  28-30). 

PlatyphyllecB,  1-7. 

pleiopetalus,  14. 

pseudotluitans,  31,  14. 

psilocarpa,  10,  11. 

pumilus,  22. 

quinquelobus,  13. 

radians,  18. 

radiatus,  8-19. 

radicans,  22. 

Ranunculoides,  1-35. 

reniformis,  4. 

rliipiphyllns,  17. 

rigidifolins,  22. 

rigidus,  20,  24-27,  26. 

Rionii,  27. 

rivulare,  31. 

sajanensis,  28. 

salsuginosus,  33. 

saniculffifolius,  2. 

sceleratum  (excluded). 

schizoloba,  12. 

setigerum,  13-16. 

splucrospermns,  32. 

stagnatilis,  20. 

stenopetalus  (18,  19,  25,  29,  30). 

snbniersus,  30,  8. 

subpeltatns,  13-16. 

subtruncatus,  13,  14. 

succulentus,  23. 
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tenellus,  1. 

ten-estris,  8-19,  22,  35,  13-16. 

trichodes,  25,  28,  29. 

trichophyllus,  25,  23,  23-84, 

trilobiis,  15. 

triimcrius,  15. 


tripartitus,  8,  10,  7,  12,  4. 
triphyllus,  12. 
trisectus,  35. 
truncatus,  16. 
villosum,  25. 
vulgaris,  17-19,  11,  16. 


The  ultimate  co-ordinate  forms  recognized  in  the  previous  notes  must 
not  be  considered  as  generally  equivalent  to  sub-species ;  in  many  cases, 
at  least,  their  characters  depend  upon  purely  external  or  accidental  causes 
and  the  plants  are  not  genetically  distinct.  Thus  the  peculiarity  of  the 
form  cas/jitosus  is  manifestly  due  to  the  dryness  of  its  habitat,  whilst  the 
differences  between  several  forms  with  floating  leaves  and  the  correspond- 
ing ones  without  floating  leaves  are  not  likely  to  be  of  even  sub-specific 
value.  On  the  other  hand,  some  forms  retain  their  characters  through 
very  diverse  circumstances,  and  they  can,  for  many  purposes,  be  regarded 
as  true  species ;  indeed,  it  is  only  by  taking  a  wide  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  group  in  general,  or  by  comparing  some  cases  of  approach  on 
the  part  of  others  that  certain  of  the  forms  would  appear  at  all  likely  to 
belong  to  the  same  aggregate  species.  Some  little  has  been  done  by 
growing  the  plants  from  seed  towards  showing  that  certain  forms  are 
possibly  derived  from  others ;  but  much  more  is  required  to  prove  that 
aU  the  "forms  can  be  so  altered  by  cultivation  or  otherwise ;  and  moreover, 
it  is  quite  Hkely  that  no  amount  of  cultivation  or  manipulation  could,  in 
any  reasonable'time,  complete  the  proof  that  all  the  forms  are  interchange- 
able by  descent.  With  the  object  of  clearing  up  many  doubts,  it  is  very 
desirable  that  further  experiments  should  be  made  to  test  their  capacity 
for  variation  due  to  age,  climate,  season,  kind  of  water  and  strength  of 
current,  descent,  and  other  circumstances ;  that  more  specimens  should  be 
brought  from  those  parts^of  the  world  that  at  present  have  yielded  few 
and  isolated  forms ;  and  that,  whenever  any  person  meets  with  a  state 
different  from  the  well-known  forms,  specimens  should  be  forwarded  to 
some  botanist  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  plants  and  takes  a  special 
interest  in  them. 

For  complete  synonymy  the  ante-Linnean  names  should  be  quoted ;' 
but  as  these  consist  in  many  cases  of  long  phrases,  and  have  quite 
dropped  out  of  common  use,  it  has  been  thought  better  not  to  encumber 
these  notes  with  so  much  extra  matter  as  the  bare  enumeration  of  them 
would  involve,  and  that  for  so  little  practical  utility.  It  is  interesting, 
however,  to  know  that  the  old  botanists,  from  the  time  of  Dioscorides 
downwards,  recognized  and  named  several  of  the  forms  ;  indeed,  about 
seventy- five  ante-Linnean  names  are  extant.  They  relate  to  what  have 
latterly  been  called  E.  htderaceus,  L.,  R.  aquatiUs,  L.,  R.  heterophyllus, 
Web.,  R.  peltatus,  Schrawk,  R.fmiiculaceus,  Gilib.,  R.  pectinatus,J)\\ho\s, 
R.  paucidamineus,  Tausch,  and  to  the  forms  hederafolius,  homoiophyllus, 
Jiorlbmidm,  circinalus,  trichophyllus  and  Jiuitans  of  this  enumeration. 

The  floating  leaves  in  the  hederaceus  and  heterophyllus  groups,  when 
developed  under  favourable  circumstances,  have  in  many  cases  curved  out- 
lines of  much  beauty  and  regidarity ;  it  is  thus  seen  that  such  curves 
obviously  obey  definite  and  exact  laws,  and  inquiry  is  naturally  suggested 
into  their  nature. 

The  following  results  are  taken  from  a  paper  read  by  me  on  March  I3th, 
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1871.,  before  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society : — Consider  the  curved 
margin  of  an  undivided  portion  of  a  leaf  which  floats  in  a  stream  exposed 
to  the  resistance  of  the  current ;  suppose  that  the  power  of  growth  is 
exerted  equally  at  all  points  of  the  margin,  and  tends  to  push  the  margin 
normally  outwards,  so  as  to  oppose  rather  than  co-operate  with  the  cur- 
rent, and  is  just  balanced  at  the  instant  considered  by  the  other  mechanical 
forces  which  act  on  the  margin  ;  and  further  suppose  that  tlie  margin 
remains  as  a  flexible  curve  with  tangential  tension,  but  not  submitted  to 
either  normal  strains  or  wrencliing  couples.  It  then  follows,  from  merely 
mechanical  reasons,  that  the  tangential  tension  is  the  same  at  all  points, 
and  that  the  form  of  the  portion  of  the  margin  at  the  instant  under  con- 
sideration is  determined  by  one  of  the  following  intrinsic  equations  : — 

2s.cot)3 

/  s  \  7  _  sin  (i3  +  (/)) 

tan  1   -r  cos  a  I  zz.  coso  tan  A,  or  e  —     .  -,_ -r- 

\l  /  ^'  sin  (;3  ~  <?)) 

according  as  the  vigour  of  growth  is  more  or  less  than  sufficient  to  over- 
power the  direct  resistance  of  the  current. 

In  these  equations  s  represents  the  length  of  the  arc  of  the  margin 
measured  from  that  point  of  it  where  its  tangent  is  in  the  direction  of  the 
current  to  the  point  where  t!ie  tangent  makes  the  angle  <^  with  that 
direction  ;  and  I  and  a  or  yS  are  quantities  dependent  only  upon  the  pro- 
portional values  of  the  tangential  tension,  the  power  of  growth  and  the 
direct  resistance  of  the  current. 

It  readily  follows  from  these  equations  that  the  curvature  of  the  mar- 
gins, at  those  points  where  the  tangent  makes  a  small  angle  with  the 
direction  of  the  current,  is  greater  than  at  those  points  where  the  tangent 
makes  a  larger  angle.  After  the  leaf-margin  ceases  to  be  flexible,  as,  for 
instance,  after  the  completion  of  its  growth,  the  investigation  can  be 
extended  to  calculate  the  tangential  tensions,  the  normal  strains  and  the 
wrenching  couples,  to  which  it  is  then  submitted  at  different  points  of  the 
margin,  and  tolerably  simple  expressions  are  found  for  them.  The  first 
equation  when  traced  furnishes  a  series  of  separate  ovals  (but  not  ellipses), 
the  longest  diameters  of  which  all  lie  on  one  straight  line,  perpendicular 
to  the  direction  of  the  current ;  the  second  equation  furnishes  a  pair  of 
catenary-like  curves,  with  their  convexities  opposed  to  each  other,  which 
become  actual  catenaries  when  the  power  of  growth  would  just  balance 
the  direct  resistance  of  the  current.  Parts  only  of  these  curves  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  hypothesis ;  and  in  no  case  are  those  parts  appUcable  which 
correspond  to  points  where  <^  lies  between  180°  and  360°. 

When  the  leaves  are  divided,  as  is  fre(|uently  the  case,  each  lobe  must 
be  treated  to  a  separate  calculation ;  and  when  the  margins  are  exposed 
to  violent  strains  or  abnormal  mechanical  conditions,  growth  is  pro- 
bably checked  and  the  leaves  tend  to  retain  their  form  by  the  support 
of  their  interior,  but  new  lobes  may  be  produced  at  those  points  where 
the  tendency  to  break,  as  determined  by  the  method  above  indicated,  is  a 
maximum. 
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By  J.  G.  Baker,  F.L.S. 
[Concluded  from  p.  43.) 

10.  X  alatum.  Baker;  bulbo  ovoideo  magno  merabranaceo-tunicato, 
caule  nullo,  foliis  4-C  lorato-lanceolatis  infimis  demura  pedalibus,  acutis 
falcatis  tuargine  ciliatis,  spathse  valvis  lanceolatis  ventricosis  3-i-unciali- 
bus,  ovario  sessili,  tubo  3-6-unciaU  ssepe  exsevto,  limbi  caeruleo-violacei 
seguieutis  exterioribus  oblongo-spatliulatis  2^-3-uiicialibus,  interioribus 
triplo  brevioribus  linearibus  patulis  vel  dellexis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis 
segmeiitis  exterioribus  subaequilongis. — Iris  alata,  Poiret,  Voy.  Barb. 
vol.  ii.  p.  86  (1786);  Lam.  Eucyc.  vol.  iii.  p.  302;  Bot.  Reg.'t.  1876, 
at  aliorum.  Thelysia  alata,  Pari.  El.  Ital.  vol.  iii.  p.  317.  Coresautke 
alata,  Klatt,  Linnsea,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  575  (ex  parte).  Iris  scorpioides,  Desf. 
Atl.  vol.  i.  p.  40.  t.  6  (1800);  Eed.  Lil.  t.  211,  et  aliorum.  Juno 
scorpioides,  Tratt.  Answ.  vol.  i.  p.  135.  Costiu  scorpioides,  Willk.  Bot. 
Zeit.  1860,  p.  131;  Willk.  et  Lange,  Prodr.  Hisp.  vol.  i.  p.  144.  Iria 
transtagnana,  Brot.  El.  Lus.  vol.  i.  p.  53.  1.  trialata,  Brot.  Phyt.  vol.  ii. 
p.  44.  t.  95.  /.  microptera,  Vahl,  Enura.  vol.  ii.  p.  142.  Thelysia 
grandiflora,  Salisb.  Hort.  Trans,  vol.  i.  p.  303. 

Bulb  ovoid,  1^-2  inches  thick,  coated  with  dark  membranous  tunics, 
the  rootlets  thickened.  Stem  none.  Leaves  3-4  on  each  side,  distichous, 
clasping  and  concealing  the  low^er  part  of  the  spathe  and  tube,  lorate- 
lanceolate,  folcate,  12-18  lines  broad  downwards,  naiTowed  gradually 
from  the  middle  to  an  acute  point,  bright  green,  the  edge  minutely  ciliated. 
Flowers  solitary  or  rarely  two  from  a  bulb.  Valves  of  the  spathe  lanceo- 
late, 3-4  inches  long,  very  ventricose;  ovary  sessile  at  the  top  of  the  bulb 
as  in  Crocus.  Tube  slender,  3-6  inches  long,  usually  exserted  at  the 
flowering  time.  Li  mi)  bright  blue-purple ;  the  outer  divisions  2^-3 
inches  long,  oblong-spathulate,  w'ith  a  briglit  yellow  keel  inside,  an  inch 
or  more  broad,  beardless ;  inner  divisions  under  an  inch  long,  linear, 
spreading  between  the  edges  of  the  outer  one.  Stigmas  with  crest  nearly 
as  long  as  the  outer  segments,  6-8  lines  broad  at  the  apex  of  the  lamina. 

Hab.  Portugal,  Brotero.  Spain,  Webb !  Willkomm !  etc.  Sardinia, 
Miiller  !  Bonjean  !  E.  Thomas  !  Sicily,  Ball !  Algeria,  Balansa,  39  ! 
Schimper !  Bove  !  etc. 

A  very  showy  species,  flowering  in  its  native  countries  from  December 
to  February. 

11.  X.  palcestiniim,  Baker;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tunicato, 
caule  nullo,  foliis  4-6  lorato-lanceolatis  arete  falcatis  margine  ciliatis  in- 
fimis semipedalibus,  spathae  valvis  membranaceis  3-4-uncialibus,  ovario 
sessili,  tubo  incluso,  lirabi  lutescentis  segmentis  exterioribus  oblongo- 
spathulatis  l|^-2-uncialibus,  interioribus  linearibus  triplo  brevioribus 
patulis  vel  deflexis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  exterioribus  subse- 
cpiilongis. 

Bulb  ovoid,  12-18  lines  thick,  with  thickened  rootlets  and  loose  dark 
brown  membranous  tunics.  Leaves  about  half-a-dozen,  lorate-lanceolate, 
sharply  falcate,  9-12  lines  broad  at  the  base,  4-6  inches  long,  glaucescent, 
narrowed  gradually  from  the  middle  to  an  acute  point,  the  edge  minutely 
denticulate.  Spathe  3-4  inches  long,  with  membranous  linear  valves  reach- 
ing up  to  the  base  of  the  limb  at  the  floweiing  time.    Ovary  sessile  ;  tube 


MONOGRAPH    OF   THE    GENUS    XIPHION.  109 

2-3  inches  lono^ ;  limb  pale  yellow,  the  outer  divisions  oblong  spathii- 
late,  \^-2  inches  long,  6-9  lines  broad  ;  inner  divisions  linear,  6-8  lines 
long,  spreading  between  the  edges  of  the  outer  ones.  Stigmas  with  the 
crest  very  nearly  as  long  as  the  outer  segments,  half  an  inch  broad  at  the 
apex  of  the  limb. 

Hab.  Palestine  ;  rocks  of  the  valley  of  Barghoutie,  near  Snida,  Blanche, 
Herb.  Syr.  n.  42  !  Gaillardot !  Hebron  !  Lowne  !  Plaiu  of  Sharon,  flower- 
ing in  January,  Miss  Osborne. 

Closely  allied  to  the  preceding,  but  much  smaller  in  size,  with  a  shoi^ter 
tube  included  in  the  spathe  and  a  pale  yellow  limb. 

12.  X.  persiciim,  Miller;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tunicato,  caule 
nullo,  foliis  linearibus  post  anthesin  maturatis  demum  subpedalibus, 
spathse  valvis  baud  ventricosis  2-3-uncialibii?,  ovario  sessili,  tubo  ex- 
serto,  limbi  segmentis  exterioribus  1^-2-uucialibus  oblongo-oblanceolatis 
albidis  extus  violaceo  tinctis  intns  flavo  carinatis,  interioribus  linearibus 
triplo  brevioribus  patulis  vel  deflexis,  stigraatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis 
exterioribus  paulo  brevioribus. — X.  persicitm,  Miller,  Gard.  Diet.  edit.  6. 
Iris  per  si  ca,  Linn.  Sp.  Plant,  edit.  3.  p.  59;  Bot.  Mag.  t.  i. ;  Redoute, 
Lil.  t.  189.  Costiapersica,  Willk.  Bot.  Zeit.  1860,  p.  132.  Corescoithe 
persica,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1883,  p.  296 ;  Klatt,  Linna^a,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  574. 

Bulb  ovoid,  an  inch  thick,  with  brown  membranous  coats,  the  rootlets 
rather  fleshy.  Stem  none,  the  leaves  all  radical,  not  developed  until  after 
the  plant  has  flowered,  glaucous,  linear,  finally  a  foot  long,  5-B  lines 
broad  in  the  lower  part,  deeply  channelled  in  front  and  rounded  on  the 
back,  the  edge  minutely  ciliated.  Spathe  2-3  inches  long,  the  valves 
linear,  2-3  lines  broad,  not  veutricose.  Ovary  from  the  base  of  the 
spathe.  Tube  2-4  inches  long,  generally  exserted  at  the  flowering  time. 
Outer  segments  of  the  limb  1^,  or  in  cultivated  specimens  2  inches  deep, 
6-8  lines  broad,  oblanceolate-oblong,  nearly  white,  marked  with  a  bright 
violet  blotch  below  the  reflexed  tip  and  a  bright  yellow  beardless  keel 
down  the  throat.  Inner  divisions  6-8  lines  long,  linear,  spreading  between 
the  edges  of  the  outer  ones,  often  toothed.  Stigmas  as  broad  and,  in- 
cluding the  crest,  nearly  as  long  as  the  outer  segments. 

Hab.  Cappadocia,  Montbret  I  Aucher-Eloy,  2131  !  Fort  William, 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  Chesney,  3  ! 

A  garden  favourite  of  very  old  date,  but  now,  we  fear,  lost  from  the 
English  collections.  It  is  very  fragrant,  and  flowers  in  England  iu 
February  or  March. 

13.  X  ca«ctfs/c«/?/..  Baker ;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tunicato,  caule 
1-4-nuciali  1-3-floro,  foliis  canlinis  4-6  distichis  confertis  lineari-lanceo- 
latis  deorsum  6-8  lin.  latis  arete  falcatis  margine  serrulatis,  spathae  valvis 
l|-2-uncialibus  valde  ventricosis  ad  basin  limbi  attingentibus,  peduuculo 
subnullo,  perianthii  tubo  1-1^-unciali,  limbo  lutescente,  segmentis  ex- 
terioribus oblauceolatis  sesquiuucialibus,  interioribus  linearibus  2-3-plo 
brevioribus  patulis  vel  deflexis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  ex- 
tenoribus  paulo  brevioribus. — Iris  caiicasica,  HofFm.  Comm.  Soc.  Phys. 
M'ed.  Mosc.  vol.  i.  p.  40  ;  M.  Bieb.  Fl.  Taur.-Cauc,  vol.  i.  p.  33,  vol. 'iii. 
p.  45  ;  Sweet,  Fl.  Gard.  t.  255  ;  Led.  Fl.  Ross,  vol.  iv.  p.  100,  etaliorum. 
Thelysia  cancanica.  Pari.  Fl.  Ital.  vol.  iii.  p.  317.  Coslia  caiicasica,  Willk. 
Bot.  Zeit.  1860,  p.  132.  Neiibeckia  caiicasica,  Alefeld,  Bot.  Zeit.  1863. 
p.  297.      Coresantlie  caiicasica,  Klatt,  Linmra,  vol.  xxiv.  p.  575. 

Bulb  ovoid,  an  inch  thick,  with  tight  dark  brown  membranous  coats, 
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the  rootlets  thickened.  Stem  erect,  1-4  inclies  high,  1-3-flowered,  with 
2-3  leaves  placed  closely  distichously  on  each  side.  Leaves  sharply  fal- 
cate, linear-lanceolate,  2-4  inches  long,  6-8  lines  broad  at  the  base, 
glanceseent  on  the  outside,  narrowed  gradually  from  the  middle  to  an 
acute  point,  the  edge  minutely  ciliato- denticulate.  Valves  of  the  spathe 
lanceolate,  l|^-2  inches  long,  very  ventricose,  reaching  up  to  the  base  of 
the  limb  at  the  flowering  time.  Ovary  sessile  in  the  spathe.  Tube  12-18 
lines  long.  Limb  yellow,  the  outer  divisions  oblanceolate,  1^  inch  long, 
5-6  lines  broad  ;  the  inner  linear  6-8  lines  long,  spreading  or  deflcxed 
between  the  edges  of  the  outer  ones.  Stigmas  with  their  crest  nearly  as 
long  and  broad  as  the  outer  segments. 

Hab.  Georgia,  Steven !  Szovits  !  Hohenacker  !  Iberia,  Fischer ! 
Wilhelms  !  Gamba  1  Armenia,  Aucher  Eloy,  5345  !  Bourgeau,  247  ! 
Huet  du  Pavilion  !  etc.  Kurdistan,  Olgum  !  Capt.  Garden  1  Afghanistan, 
Griffith  (E.  Ind.  Co.  distr.  no.  5903).  Beloochistan  and  Scinde,  Stocks  ! 

Only  found  amongst  the  mountains  at  a  considerable  elevation,  flower- 
ing in  May  and  June. 

14.  X  Aucheri,  Baker ;  bulbo  ovoideo  membranaceo-tunicato,  caule 
erecto  6-9-unciali  1-2-floro,  foliis  4-6  lorato-lanceolatis  deorsum  12-15 
lin.  latis  falcatis  margine  integris  infimis  caule  subaequilongis,  spathaj 
valvis  2-3-uncialibus  ad  basin  hrabi  attingentibus,  pedunculo  subuullo, 
tubo  biunciali,  perianthii  limbo  flavescente,  segmentis  exteiioribus  sesqui- 
nncialibus  oblongo-oblaiiceolatis,  interioribus  anguste  linearibus,  triplo 
brevioribus  patulis  vel  deflexis,  stigmatibus  cum  cristis  segmentis  ex- 
terioribus  subsequilongis. 

Bulb  ovoid,  15-18  lines  thick,  with  dark  brown  membranous  coats. 
Stem  erect,  6-9  inches  high,  1-2-flowered.  Leaves  4-6,  like  those  of 
alatutit  in  breadth  and  texture,  but  proceeding  from  the  stem,  12-15  lines 
broad  at  the  base,  distichous,  falcate,  narrowed  gradually  from  the  middle  to 
an  acute  point,  the  ed*e  not  at  all  denticidate,  the  lowest  6-9  inches  long. 
Yalves  of  the  spathe  lanceolate,  scariose,  reaching  the  base  of  the  limb  at 
the  flowering  time.  Ovary  sessile.  Tube  about  2  inches  long.  Limb 
yellow  ;  the  outer  divisions  about  18  lines  long  in  the  wild  specimens, 
oblanceolate-oblong,  5-6  lines  broad ;  imier  divisions  linear,  about  half 
an  inch  long,  spreading  between  the  outer  ones  as  in  the  other  species. 
Stigmas  with  the  crest  as  long  as  the  outer  divisions,  4-5  lines  broad  at 
the  base  of  the  limb. 

Hab.  Syria,  Aucher- Eloy,  2137  ! 

I  have  seen  only  three  dried  specimens  of  this ;  but  it  seems  a  very 
well-marked  plant,  combining  the  habit  and  flower  of  caucasicum  with 
the  leaves  of  alatiim. 


SHOET  NOTES  AND  QUEEIES. 

Vegktable  BroOiM-materials. — As  supplementary  to  Prof.  layer's 
notes  (p.  51)  the  stalks  of  the  common  garden  Cress  (^Lepidlnm  sa(ivH7>/.) 
may  be  added.  In  Russia  they  are  used  for  this  purpose,  and  a  small 
broom  brought  home  by  Dr.  Hooker  on  his  return  from  Russia  is  now 
in  the  Museum  at  Kew.  The  stalks  are  stiff"  and  strong  ;  and  judging 
from  the  above  specimen,  they  appear  quite  suitable  for  broom  making. 
The  stems  of  Tamarix  gallica  have  also  been  used  for  a  similar  purpose. 
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Pliny  mentions  their  employment  for  besoms  among  the  Romans,  and 
Browne  in  his  '  Britannia's  Pastorals  '  says, — 

"  Amongst  the  rest  the  Tamarisk  there  stood, 
For  housewives'  besoms  onely  kriowne  most  good." 

J.  R.  Jackson. 


Plants  or  Co.  Cork. — Broaera  cuKjllca. — I  found  tliis  sparingly  in  a 
new  station,  Bkiefort  Bog,  Newinavket,  in  the  north-west  of  the  county, 
in  the  summer  of  1870.  The  '  Cybele'  states  it  as  hitherto  only  recorded 
from  the  west ;  indeed,  apparently  only  from  a  point  so  far  west  as 
Berehaven.  On  the  same  bog  very  sparingly  grew  Carex  Umosa,  not  yet 
recorded  from  this  county.  Ranuiicidus  heterophi^llus,  Bab.,  for  which 
only  a  few  stations  in  the  extreme  north  of  Ireland  are  given  in  the 
Cybele  Hib.,  is  not  uncommon  in  this  neighbourhood.  I  gathered  it 
abundantly  last  summer.  Trifolluiii  scahrum  is  stated  to  be  very  rare,  and 
to  occur  only  in  one  or  two  of  our  midland  counties.  (See  Cyb.  Hib.) 
Two  or  three  years  since  I  found  it  growing  abundantly  on  sand-hills 
near  Youghal,  in  this  county. — T.  Allin. 


Chlorophyll  produced  without  Influence  of  Light  (p.  15). — 
The  production  of  chlorophyll  in  plant-tissues  removed  from  the  influence 
of  light  has  not  escaped  the  attention  of  physiologists.  Sachs  has  discussed 
the  matter  (see  Micheli's  translation  of  his  '  Physiologie  Vegetale')  ;  al- 
though he  considers  that  the  virescence  of  tiie  embryos  of  many  plants  is 
not  really  a  case  in  point,  since  "  the  light  penetrates  through  the  walls 
of  the  carpel  and  the  testa  of  the  seed  with  sufficient  energy  to  produce 
this  result."  He  has,  however,  found  that  the  embryos  of  Finns  Plnea, 
P.  canadensis,  P.  Strobns,  Thuja  orientalis  become  green  even  when  every 
precaution  is  taken  to  keep  them  in  obscurity,  and  that  this  is  also  the 
case  with  the  fronds  of  Adiantiim  Capillus-Feneris,  Poly  podium  valgare, 
Jspidiiim  spinulosiim.,  Scolopend rinm  officinale,  Pteris  cknjsocarpa.  He 
thinks  that  in  cases  like  these  there  may  be  a  substance  capable  of  acting 
on  the  protoplasm  with  the  same  eft'ect  as  light.  He  hnds  reason  for 
thinking  this  likely,  from  the  production  of  a  green  colour  when  etiolated 
chlorophyll  is  j/eated  with  fuming  sulphuric  acid. — VV.  T.  Tiiiselton 
Dyer. 


Economic  Applications  of  Cyperus  lonous,  i. — In  Anstod's 
•Channel  Islands,'  p.  517,  it  is  stated  that  the  material  named  Han  '•  is 
derived  from  the  fibre  of  the  Cyperus  lonyus,  manufactured  like  hemp.  It 
is  used  instead  of  rope  for  many  purposes,  and  is  preferred  to  hemp,  inas- 
much as  it  does  not  readily  harden,  or  become  coated  with  slimy  weed, 
when  exposed  to  the  action  of  salt  water.  Mats,  footstools,  saddles, 
horse-collars,  shackles  for  cattle,  etc.,  are  made  from  it,  as  well  as  boat- 
rope,  and  rope  for  various  fishing  purposes."  On  page  180,  the  manu- 
facture is  spoken  of  as  confined  to  (iuernsey;  and  when  in  the  island  last 
year  I  made  inquiries  about  it,  but  without  much  success.  After  some 
search  I  heard  that  native-made  saddles  and  mats  were  occasionally 
brought  into  S.  Peter  Port  from  the  distant  parts  of  the  island.  I 
secured  one  of  the  saddles,  which  is  a  packsaddle  used  for  bringing  up  the 
vraic  or  wrack  from  the  shore.     It  is  now  in  the  Economic  Museum  of 


Ir 


113  SHORT  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

Kew.  The  main  part  of  the  saddle  is  simply  made  of  the  plaited  stems 
of  Scirpus  Taberncemoniani,  The  inside  is  partly  lined  with  Cyperuslongus, 
but  in  its  natural  state  merely  dried  ;  nor  could  I  ascertain  that  any  of 
the  fibre  as  described  by  Prof.  Ansted  was  manufactured.  The  ordinary 
rope  used  in  the  island  is  made  of  coir  or  jute.  I  noticed  that  bands  of 
the  Cyperns  were  used  in  tying  up  sheaves  of  barley,  instead  of,  as  cus- 
tomary in  England,  a  band  of  the  same  plant  as  the  sheaf. — VV.  T. 
Thiselton  Dyee. 


Fertilization. — We  very  much  want  a  term  to  express  the  falling  of 
the  pollen  on  the  stigma  (the  German  Bestdubung).  In  ordinary  text- 
books no  distinction  is  drawn  between  this  and  fertilization ;  but  Darwin 
and  Hildebrand  have  clearly  shown  that  frequently  when  the  stigma  is 
be-pollened  from  its  own  stamens  (^Selbst  Bestdubung^,  the  pollen  is  still 
carried  to  other  flowers  by  insects,  so  that  cross-fertilization  takes  place. 
Can  any  of  your  readers  suggest  a  better  term  than  "  poUenization  "  ? — 
A.  W.  Bennett. 


Perianth  (p.  54). — I  am  glad  Mr.  Grindon  has  called  attention  to 
this  term  ;  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  wholly  useless  (and  therefore 
undesirable)  one,  and  one  that  ought  to  be  abolished.  Why  should  we  not 
speak  of  the  calyx  and  corolla  of  a  tulip  or  iris  as  much  as  of  a  water-lily  ? 
We  are  told  that  there  is  no  organic  distinction  between  calyx  and  corolla, 
and  that  they  can  only  be  distinguished  by  their  position.  If  so  Rumex 
and  Polygonum  are  distinctly  di-chlaraydeous,  possessed  of  a  true  calyx 
and  corolla. — A.  W.  Bennett. 


JuNCUS  HosTii,  Tausch. — In  Gay's  herbarium  there  is  a  specimen  of 
a  rush  sent  by  Dr.  Greville  from  Braeriach,  which  is  referred  by  Gay  to 
the  Juncus  Hostii  of  Tatisch,  and  which  is  evidently  substantially  iden- 
tical with  the  plants  given  under  that  name  in  Reichb.  Exsicc.  n.  1614, 
F.  Schultz,  Herb.  Norm.  n.  52,  and  F.  Schultz,  Fl.  Gall,  et  Germ.  Exsicc, 
n.  1333.  Along  with  it  Gay  writes,  "  Ab  simillimo  J.  trijido  diftert 
culmis  1-2-foliatis  non  aphyllis."  A  full  description  will  be  found  in 
Koch's  '  Synopsis,'  where  it  is  placed  as  a  distinct  species;  but  although 
I  have  not  yet  looked  specially  to  see,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  found  that 
Scotch  specimens  have  stem-leaves  developed  not  unfrequently. — J.  G. 
Baker.  

Chlorea  vulpina,  i.,  AND  EvERNiA  DiVARiCATA,  X.,  are  recorded 
as  British  lichens,  but  without  special  locality,  in  some  early  volume  of  the 
'  Phytologist.'  Can  any  lichenist  permit  me  the  sight  of  British  speci- 
mens ?  or  give  further  information  as  to  localities  ? — W.  A.  Leighton. 


Vaccinium  Vitis-Id^a  and  Empetrum  nigrum. — I  was  much 
interested  in  Mr.  Bagnall's  notice  (p.  51)  of  the  occurrence  of  these  plants 
on  Cannock  Chase  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  as  it  recalled  to  me  that  they 
occur  with  V.  Myrtillus  and  V .  Oxycoccus  and  Lislera  cordata  on  our 
only  Shropshire  subalpine  locality,  Stiperstones  Mountain  (1500-1600 
feel).  Emptirum  nigritm,  V.  Myrtillus  and  V.  Oxycoccus  occur  plentifully 
on  other  Shropshire  hills  and  bogs,  but  never,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  con- 
junction with   V.  Vitis-Idcea  and  Listera  cordata.     What  is  the  height 
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above  tlie  level  of  sea  of  Cainiock  Cliase  aiitl  Sutton  Cold  field,  and  does 
the  vegetation  generally  partake  of  a  subalpine  character  ? — W.  A. 
Leighton.  

The  True  Tetraspores  of  Seirospora  Griffithsiana. — In 
1863  I  received  from  Miss  Dyke  Poore  S.  Griffithsiana,  from  Jersey,  with 
what  appeared  to  me  tetrasporic  fruit.  I  sent  the  plant  to  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Walker  Arnott,  of  Glasgow,  wlio  confirmed  my  opinion.  The  te- 
traspores occurred  in  pairs  or  singly  ou  short  pedicels,  very  different  to 
the  necklace-like  hardened  bodies  termed  '  seirospores,'  produced  usually  on 
this  plant  at  the  extremities  of  the  ramuii.  According  to  Agardh,  these 
bodies  likewise  occur  in  the  genus  Callith.omnion.  I  believe  the  true 
tetraspores  of  Seirospora  have  been  observed  by  Agardh,  but  I  have  seen 
no  notice  of  their  occurrence  on  British  specimens,  nor  have  I  ever  seen 
llieu]  on  any  but  these  Jersey  plants.  If  seirospores  are  also  produced  in 
the  genus  CallitJiamnion,  there  seems  no  reason  why  Seirospora  should 
not  be  replaced  in  that  genus  from  which  it  was  removed  on  account  of 
these  bead-like  seirospores,  which  were  supposed  to  be  restricted  to  this 
species  alone.  I  would  recommeiul  algologists  during  the  approaching 
season  to  carefully  examine  all  specimens  of  Seirospiora  Griffithsiana  in 
search  of  the  tetraspores. — I.  Gifford. 


Plants  of  the  Site  of  the  Exhibition  of  1862. — Since  the 
building  in  which  the  International  Exhibition  of  1862  was  held  was 
pulled  down,  the  site  lias  remained  weed-covered  and  unoccupied.  From 
time  to  time  I  have  visited  the  ground,  and  have  almost  on  every  occasion 
found  some  new  and  niteresting  plant  which  I  had  not  seen  there  before. 
Tiie  plants  at  first  found  were  mostly  annuals,  which  grow  rapidly,  and  can- 
not tolerate  consolidated  soil,  and,  moreover,  only  precariously  ripen  their 
seed.  Afterwards  perennials,  represented  at  first  possibly  by  only  a  few 
unnoticed  individuals,  increased  and  took  the  phice  of  the  departed 
annuals.  The  year  1870  was  the  last  opportunity  of  collecting  these, 
as  they  will  soon  be  extinguished  by  the  new  Natural  History  Museum. 
Of  a  list  published  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  '  Journal  of  Botany,' 
p.  1.51,  only  Artemisia  scoparia,  W.  and  K.,  Carduiis  arvensis.  Curt.  var. 
setosiis  and  (Enothera  biennis,  L.,  occurred  in  1870, — all  of  them,  however, 
abundantly.  Fhysalis  Alkekengi,  L.,  recorded  in  last  list,  was  an  error  for 
the  not  dissimilar  Nicandra  physaluides,  Gaertn.  (See  PI.  Middx.  p.  195.) 
The  International  Horticultural  Exhibition  in  1866  probably  introduced 
some  additional  species.  Up  to  1869  these  are  noted  in  the  'Middlesex 
Plora.'  In  1870  I  met  with  the  following  plants,  which  are  not  given  in 
the  Plora  for  this  locality.  Saponaria  offiiciiialis,  L.,  Epitobinm  ancjnsti- 
folium,  var.  brachycarpimi,  Leight.,  Riimex  alpinns,  L.,  were,  like  (Enothera 
biennis,  L.,  doubtless  the  remains  of  old  garden  cultivation  reasserting 
themselves.  This  may  also  have  been  the  case  with  Kitaibelia  vitifolia,  AV., 
a  plant  peculiar  to  Hungary,  which  may,  nevertheless,  have  been  intro- 
duced along  with  Artemisia  scoparia,  VV.  and  K.  ;  also  a  plant  of  south- 
eastern Europe.  If  the  Arten/lsia  could  establish  any  footing  beyond  the 
Exhibition  ground,  wiiieh  is  likely  enough  to  happen  if  earth  liiis  to  be 
removed  for  the  foundations  of  the  new  Museum,  it  would  certainly  become 
a  permanent  addition  to  our  London  ilora.  The  remaining  ])huil.s  were 
Lepidium  Draba,  L.,  Reseda  siiffiruticnlosa,  L.,  Echium  vuhjare,  L.,    Car- 
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ihius  arvensis,  var.  vest'dus,  Keiclib.  {Cirs'uDii  vedilum,  Wiinm.),  which  is 
the  variety  setosus  with  the  leaves  clothed  underneath  with  dense  white 
liairs,  and  Ceritaurea  Jacea,  L.  This  last  was  very  abundant,  and  I 
noticed  several  forms  which  seem  to  be  those  figured  and  described  by 
lieichenbach  as  lacera,  ciicnllujera,  and  crispo-Jimhriata.  According  to 
Syrae  (Eng.  Bot.,  v.  31),  the  plant  found  at  Acton  was  C.  amara,  De  Cand., 
which  is  quite  different.  This  I  have  not  noticed  about  London.  To 
these  may  also  be  added  Sida  spicijlora,  De  Cand.,  noticed  in  18G6,  and 
Malva  vertlcillata  (in  Gard.  Chron.,  October  9,  1869,  p.  1067).— VV.  T. 
Thiselton  Dyer.  

Botany. —  When  did  the  word  "Botany"  come  to  have  its   present 
signification? — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 


EEVIEW    OF   THE  CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   EOSSIL   BOTANY 
PUBLISHED   IN   BRITAIN   IN  1870. 

By  William  Carruthers,  F.L.S. 

Carruthers,  W.  On  Fossil  Cvcadean  Stems  from  the  Secondary  Rocks 
of  Britain.  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  pp.  675-708,  pi.  liv-lxiii. 
After  investigating  the  nature  of  the  Palaeozoic  remains  referred  to 
Ci/cadeee,  the  author  describes  twenty-five  species  belonging  to  eiglit 
genera.  Four  of  the  genera  are  placed  in  one  or  other  of  the  tribes  of 
the  existing  Cycads,  while  two  new  tribes  are  estabUshed  for  the  remain- 


ing genera. 


On  the  Petrified  Forest  near  Cairo.    Geol.  Mag.  vol.  vii. 

pp.  306-310,  pi.  xiv. 
The  so-called  forest  is  described,  and  the  diff'erent  specimens  of  silicified 
woods  found  in  it  are  referred  to  two  species  of  the  genus  NicoUa. 

On    the    Structure  of    a  Fern-stem  from   the    Lower 

Eocene  of  Heme  Bay,  and  on  its  Allies,  Recent  and  Fossil.     Quart. 
Journ.  Geol.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  pp.  349-353. 
The  stem  {Osmnndites  Dowken)  is  minutely  described,  and  compared 
with  that  of  Osmunda  regalis,  L.     A  new  arrangement  of  some  described 
F'ern-steras  from  Palaeozoic  and  Mesozoic  rocks  is  proposed  by  the  author. 
Dawson,  J.   W.      On    the    Pre-carboniferous    Floras    of  North-eastern 
America,  with  especial  refei'ence  to  that  of  the  Erian  (Devonian) 
Period.     Abstract.     '  Proceedings  of  Royal  Society,'  May  5,  1870. 
The  Erian  Flora  is  revised,  and  twenty-three  new  species  added.    Large 
trunks  of  Protutaxites  are  described,  and  also  two  species  of  Ps'ilophylon, 
with  details  of  their  form,  structure,  and  fructification.     The  occurrence 
of  LepidopJdoios  and  Calumodendron,  noticed    for  the  first   time  in  the 
^Middle    Devonian ; .  specimens   of  Cyclodujum  and   Cardlocarpum,  and  a 
new  genus,  Ormoxylon,  are  described. 

•  On  the  Graphite  of  the  Laurentiau  Rocks  of  Canada. 

Quart.  Journ.  Geol.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  pp.  112-117. 
The  author  estimates  that  the  quantity  of  carbon  in  the  Laurentian  is 
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equal  to  that  in  similar  areas  of  the  Carboniferous  systems.     This  carbon 
Las  been  obtained  from  the  deoxidation  of  carbonic  acid  by  plants,  and  con- 
sequently indicates  the  existence  of  plants  side  by  side  with  the  Eozoon. 
M'Nab,  W.  R.     On  the  Structure  of  a  Lignite  from  the  Old  Eed  Sand- 
stone.    Trans.  Bot.  Soc.  Edin.  vol.  x.  p.  312. 
The  author  proposes  to  name  the  wood  which  he  describes  Palceopilys 
MiUer'd.     It  was  found  by  Hugh  Miller  at  Cromarty. 
Von  Mueller,  F.,  and  R.   Brough  Smyth.     Observations   on   some 
Vegetable  Fossils  from  Victoria.     Geol.  Mag.  vol.  vii.  p.  390. 
The  specimens  were  fruits  from  surface  deposits,  and  were  ol:)tained  from 
one  of  the  deep  leads  at  Haddon.     One  is  a  coniferous  fruit  allied  to 
Solniostrobiis,   of   Bowerbank,    to    wliicli    the    name    of    Spondylostrohns 
Smythii  is  given.     The  others  are  not  named,  but  suggestions  are  given 
as  to  their  affinities,  and  these  indicate,  according  to  Von  Muller,  a  flora 
analogous  to  that  of  the  existing  forest-belt  of  Eastern  Australia. 
Williamson,   W.   C.      Contributions    towards    the    History    of  Zamia 
gigas,  Liudl.  and   Hutt,     Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  pp.  663-67'!, 
pi  52,  53. 
The  author  gives  an  account  of  the  diff'erent  structures  which  he  believes 
to  belong  to  this  plant,  describing  in  detail  the  stem,  leaves,  and  male  and 
female  flowers. 

Synopsis  of  the  Genera  and  Species  described  in  the  preceding  Papers. 

FlLlCES. 

Chdepteris,  Quart.  Journ.  Geol.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  352. 
Osmmidites  Dowkeri,  Carr.  Quart.  Journ.  Geol.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  349. 
Lotoer  Eocene.     Heme  Bay. 

CyCADEiE. 

Bcnnettites    Gibsoniamis,  Carr.  Trans.  Linn.   Soc.   vol.  xxvi.   p.  681, 

pi.  Iviii-lx.     Lower  Greensand.     Luccombe  Chine,  Isle  of  Wight. 
B.  maximus,  Carr.  1.  c.      Wealden.     Isle  of  Wight. 
B.  Peachianus,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pi.  Ixii.    Middle  Oolite.     Helmsdale,  Suther- 

landshire. 
B.  Portlandicus,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pi.  Ixi,     Lower  Purbeck.     Isle  of  Portland, 

Dorsetshire. 
B.  Saxbyanus,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pi.  Ivii.     Wealden.     Isle  of  Wight. 
BiicJclandia  anoma la,  Vresl,  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  679  ;  pi.  liv. 

fig.  1-3.      Wealden.     Cuckfield,  Sussex. 
B.  MantelUi,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pi.  liv.  fig.  4.      Wealden.     Cuckfield,  Sussex. 
B.  Milleriana,  Carr.  I.e.;  pi.  Iv.  fig.   1.     Coral  Rag.     Brora,  Suther- 

landshire. 

B.  squamosa,  Brongn.  1.  c.     Stonesfeld  Slate.     Stonesfield. 
Crossozamia  Buvignieri,  Pomcl,  I.e.  p.    680.      Jurassic.      St.  Michel, 

France. 

C.  Moreaui,  Pomel,  I.  c.     Jurassic.     St.  Michel,  France. 

Mantellia  inclusa,  Carr.  I.e.  p.  681  ;  pi.  Ixiii.  fig.  2  and  3.     Lotcer 

Greensand.     Potton,  Cambridgeshire. 
M.  intermedia,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pi.  Ixiii.  fig.  4  and  5.     Lotcer  Purbeck.     Isle 

of  Portland,  Dorsetshire. 
M.  microphjlla ,  Brongn.  1.  c. ;  pi.  Ixiii.  fig.  6.     Lotcer  Purleck.     Isle 

of  Portland,  Dorsetshire. 

1    w 
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M.  nifUformis,  Brongn.  I.e.;  pi.  Ixlii.  fig.  1.     Loicer  Purheck.     Isle  of 

Portlauil,  Dorsetshire. 
Raiimeria  Bncheuhachiana,  Gopp.  1.  c.  p.   682.     Formation  unknown. 

AVieliczka,  Gallicia. 
R.  Schithiana,  Gopp.  1.  c.     Formation  unknown.     Gleiwilz,  Silesia. 
Williamsonia  gif/as,  Carr.  1.  c.  p.  680;  pi.  lii.  and  liii.     Inferior  Oolite. 

Scarborough,  Yorkshire. 
W.  haslidd,  Carr.  I.  c.     Inferior  Oolite.     Saltwick,  Yorkshire. 
W.  Pecten,  Carr.  I.e.     Inferior  OiUte.     Gristliorpe,  Y'orkshire. 
Yatesia  crassa,  Carr.  1.  c.  p.  680  ;  pi.  Iv.  fig.  7.      Coral  Rag.     Brora, 

Sutherlandshire. 
Y.  gracilis,  Carr.  i.e.;  pi.  Iv.  fig.   2.     Lias.     Lyme  Regis,  Dorset- 
shire. 
Y.  Joassiana,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pl.  Iv.   fig.  8  and  9.     Coral  Rag.     Brora, 

Sutherlandshire. 
Y.  Morrisii,  Carr.  1.  c. ;  pl.  Iv.  fig.  3-6.     Lower  Greensand.     Potton, 

Cambridgeshire. 
Zamia  gigas,  Lindl.  and  Hiitt.  Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  663 ; 

pl.  lii.  and  liii.     Inferior  Oolite.     Yorkshire. 
Conifer.^. 

Ormoxylon,'Di\\\?.on,  Proc.  Eoy.  Soc.  May,  1870. 

Falceopitgs  Millerii,  M'\ab,  Trans.  Bot.  Soc.  Edin.  vol.  x.  p.  312. 

Spondylostrobus  Smythii,  Von  Muell.  Geol.  Mag.  vol.  vii.  p.  390.     Post 

Tertiary.     Haddon,  near  Smythesdale,  Victoria. 
Angiosperjious  Dicotyledons. 

Nicolia  Jigyptiaca,  Endl.  Geol.  Mag.  vol.  vii.  p.  309,  pl.  xiv.  fig.  1 

and  2.     Tertiary.     Desert  of  Suez,  east  from  Cairo. 
N.  Owenii,  Carr.  Geol.  Mag.   vol.  vii.  p.   310,  pl.  xiv.  fig.  3  and  4. 

Tertiary.     Desert  of  Suez,  east  from  Cairo. 


NEW  SPECIES  OF  PHANEROGAMOUS  PLANTS  PUBLISHED 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1870. 

{Concluded  from  p.  85.) 

0.  PBASINUM,  Pmd.,  Reichb.  f.  ;  pedunculo  fractiflexo,  ramulis  fracti- 
flexis,  bracteis  minutissimis,  ovariis  pedicellatis  elongatis,  sepalo  dorsali 
cuneato  oblongo  apiculato,  sepalis  lateralibus  deflexis  extus  viridi  cari- 
natis  ;  petalis  snbsequalibus  brevioribus,  labello  columnae  apprcsso  ob- 
longo obtuso  utrinque  limbo  lohato,  callis  angulatis  geminis  in  basi, 
columna  brevi  aptera,  angulis  baccarum  promimdis  superiie  obtusangnlis. 
— Hab.  Discovered  in  Ecuador  by  Mr.  Wallis  ;  flowered  with  M.  Linden. 
—Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  987. 

O.  Wallisii,  Lind.  Reichb.  f.  ;  paniculatnm  (?) ;  ramo  fractiflexo  pauci- 
floro  grandifioro,  sepalis  pctalisque  ligulatis  acuminatis,  labelli  uiigue 
ligulato,  utrinque  erecto,  callo  parvo  interposito  basin  versus,  lamina  pan- 
durata  antice  retusa  cum  apiculo,  callis  ternis  falcatis  utrinque  in  basi 
antepositis  callis  ascendentibus  furcatis,  utrinque  pilis  arachnoitleam  lanam 
efhcientibus  bilineatis  in  disco,  columna  gracili  basi  utrinque  angulata, 
alis  triangulis  serratis,  infra  juxta  foveam  angulatis. — Hab.  Discovered 
in  New  Granada  by  Director  Linden's  invaluable  lynx-eyed  traveller 
M.  Gustav  Wallis,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated. —  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  10-i. 
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Oncidium  calanthum,  Reich,  f.  {Orchide/x)  (affine  Oncidlo  furmo- 
sissimo) ;  paniciila  volubili  maxima  apice  heterautlia,  sepalis  unguiculatis 
obloiig-is  obtuse  acutis,  pctalis  oblongis  obtusis  hastato-ungiiiculatis,  la- 
belli  auriculis  cuueato-ovatis  retusiusculis  istlimo  brevissimo  latissimo 
obcuneato,  portione  aiitica  reiiiformi  biloba  maxima,  cariuis  papulosis 
quiuis  in  basi,  papulis  teniis  extus  utrinque,  caritiis  rostriforuiibus  acutis 
geminis  ante  carinas,  coUimncB  alis  triangulis  hinc  lobulatis,  rostello  orni- 
tliorrhynclio,  tabula  rhoinbea  basi  constncta. — Hab.  Messrs.  Backhouse 
imported  this  from  Ecuador  or  \^eni.—Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  39. 

O.  CRYPTOCOPis,  Reicltb.f.  {Gijrtochlla  aiiriculuta  labello  apice  dila- 
tato)  ;  sepalo  summo  ovato  transverse  undulato  serrulato  hastato  supra 
unguem  bene  auriculaturn,  sepalis  lateralibus  deflexis  longe  unguicu- 
latis in  laminas  oblongas  acntas  paulo  nndulatas  cnneatis,  auriculis  in 
basi  nullis ;  petalis  unguibus  latis  brevibus  oblongis  acutis,  undulatis 
serrulatis,  labello  tritido  laciniis  lateralibus  triangulis  postice  seiTulatis 
aiitice  abruptis,  lacinia  antica  unguiculata  autice  dilatata  semiovata,  bi- 
loba crispula,  tumose  baseos  incrassato  medio  carinato,  utrinque  papuloso, 
papula  altera  antice  utrinque  apposita,  striis  suleisque  utrinque  postice, 
columna  curva,  alis  ligulatis  antice  retusis  carnosis  juxta  foveae  basin 
laminis  lanceis  acutis  geminis  sub  fovea. — Patria  ?  Ex  hort.  W.  Bull. 
—  Gard.  Chron.  1870,  p.  827. 

O.  LEPIDUM,  Lind.,  Reichb.f.  (affine  Oncidlo  Boothianio,  Reichb.  f.)  ; 
panicula  ampla  pluriflora,  sepalis  unguiculatis,  petalis  sublatioribus,  labello 
basi  utrinque  obtusangulo,  isthmo  brevi  antice  reniformi,  quadrilobo, 
callis  acutis  sex  in  ima  basi,  columnae  alis  utrinque  acutis  antice  retusis ; 
flores  parvi,  illis  Oncldll  Boothianli  sequimagni ;  sepala  et  petala  albido- 
flava,  raaculis  panels  brunneis ;  labellum  flavum,  isthmo  purpureo  et 
macula  purpurea  utrinque  in  basi ;  maculae  purpureas  duae  sub  fovea. 
— H.^B.  M.  Linden  obtained  it  from  Ecuador,  through  Mr.  Wallis. — Gard. 
Chron.  1870,  p.  1053. 

0.  RL'STICUM,  Lind.,  Reichb.f. ;  (affine  Oncidlo  cliuiclfero,  Eeichb.  f.)  ; 
panicula  ampla,  sepalis  petalisque  ovatis  obtusis  basi  paulo  cuneatis, 
labello  utrin(|ue  obtusangulo  antrorsum  angustato  retuso,  callo  amplo 
utrinque  quadrilobo  antice  retuso,  medio  uuipapuloso  in  basi,  columnaj 
alis  subnullis  lobulos  minutos  juxta  foveam  sisteutibus,  tabula  retusa, 
in  ima  basi  constricta. — Hab.  M.  Linden  obtauied  it  from  Ecuador, 
through  Mr.  Wallis.— G^rJ.  Chron.  1870,  p.  1053. 

O.  Semele,  Llnd.,  Relchb.  f.  (affine  Oncidlo  formosisumo)  ;  panicula 
ampla,  diffusa;  sepalis  ligulatis,  dorso  medio  cariuatis  ;  petalis  supra 
unguem  hastato-oblongis  obtuse  acutis,  labello  statim  in  auricxdas  latas 
oblongo-ligulatas  obtusas  dilatato,  isthmo  brevissimo  obcuneato  subnuUo, 
lacinia  antica  reniformi  magna  subemarginata,  callo  baseos  multipapuloso, 
carinatis  rhombeis  geminis  papulosis  antepositis,  eolumnfe  alis  triangulis 
lobulatis,  tabula  lata  rhombea. — H.VB.  It  was  discovered  in  Ecuador  by 
Director  Linden's  excellent  and  successful  collector,  Mr.  Wallis. — Gard. 
Chron.  1870,  p.  39. 

0.  VERNTXiUM,  Llnd.,  Relchb.  f.  (I'eutapetala  macropetala)  ;  sepalis 
luiguiculatis  oblongis  acutis  crispis  ;  petalis  unguiculatis  hastatis  oblongis 
apice  acuto  incurvo  crispis  ;  labelli  auriculis  ligulatis  retusis  retrorsis, 
lamina  late  ligulata  apice  reniformi,  toto  disco  valde  vernixio,  callo  retror- 
sum  et  antrorsum  bicruri  in  basi,  columuaj  alis  angustissimis  angulatis 
minutis  utrinque  juxta  foveam,  tabula  vix   porrecta.-^liAB.    A  liighly 
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curious   Oncid,   quite   unlike   anvthing;   known  up    to   this   time.     Dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Wallis  near  Paccl'ia. — Gard.  Vhron.  1870,  p.  1053. 

OiiNlTHOGALUM  ACUMINATUM,  Baker  (LUldcefB) ;  foliis  10-12  bipe- 
dalibus  firmis  anguste  ensiforraibus  ascendentibus  viridibus  sensim  an- 
gustatis  apice  longe  acuminatis,  scapis  3-3  gracilibus  foliis  fequnntibus, 
raceino  elongato  augusto  30-50-floro,  pedicellis  strictis  erecto-paten- 
tibus  iloribus  brevioribus,  bracteis  linearibus  sesquipollicaribus,  perigouio 
semipoUicari,  laciniis  subsequalilnis  oblongis  albis  apice  fornicatis  dorso 
distincte  viridi-vittatis,  starainibus  lanceolatis  subaequalibus  perigouio 
duplo  brevioribus,  stylo  ovario  asqujinte. — Hab.  Algoa  Bay,  llort. 
Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper;  next  0.  vlrens,  Lindl.  Bot.  Reg.  t.  814. — 
Ref.  Bot.  t.  177. 

O.  ANOMALUM,  Bnker ;  bulbo  globoso  diraidio  superiore  hypogseo 
viridi  subsquaraoso,  foliis  1  vel  raro  2  sesqui-  vel  bipedalibus  perfecte  tere- 
tibus  Haccidis  serpentinis  glaucescentibus  sursura  sensim  gracilioribus, 
scapo  foliis  subsequante,  racemo  elongato  angusto  laxo  30-40-floro,  pedi- 
cellis strictis  erecto-patentibus  tloribus  subsequantibus  apice  articulatis, 
bracteis  perparvis,  perigouio  pro  genere  parvo,  laciniis  sequalibus  lauceo- 
lato-spathulatis  flavis  viridi-vittatis  mox  falcato-reflexis,  staminibus  peri- 
gynis  sequalibus  filiformibus  laciniis  duplo  brevioribus,  stylo  filiformi 
ovario  oblongo  subsequante. — Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from 
Mr.  Cooper.— i?^/.  Bk.  t.  178. 

Phocea  Andersonii,  Seem.  (Celastriuece) . —  Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  69. 

PsTCHOTRiA  CYANOCOCCA,  Seem.  (Rnhincea).  Not  described. — Hab. 
Chontales,  Nicaragua. — Floral  Mag.  t.  479. 

Ptilotus,  71.  sp.  F.  Muell  {Amarantacea).  No  description. —  Vide 
Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  322. 

Pygeum  oxycarpum,  Hance  (Rosaccfs). — Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Yol.  VIII. 
p.  242. 

P.  PHiEOSTlCTUM,  Hance. —  Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  72. 
Rytidotus,  ^00^. /.  ^ew.  nov.  {Rabiacea,  Timoniete).  Flores  herma- 
pliroditi.  Calycis  tubus  obovoideus ;  lirabus  hypocraterimorphus,  per- 
sistens,  lobis  4  "late  oblongis  obtusis  recurvis.  Corolla  hypocraterimorpha, 
fauce  intus  glaberrima ;  lobi  4  obovati,  unguiculati,  recurvi,  marginibus 
late  crispatis,  valvati,  lobis  2  exterioribus.  Stamina  5,  fauci  inserta; 
tilamentis  brevissimis  ;  antherai  lineares,  infra  medium  insertae,  apicibus 
exsertis ;  basi  2-tid8e.  Discus  inconspicuus,  hispidus.  Ovarium  2-5- 
loculare ;  stylus  eloiigatus,  exsertus,  pilosus,  stigmatibus  2-5  linearibus ; 
ovula  in  loculis  solitaria,  ab  apice  pendula,  funiculo  incrassato.  Drupa 
2-5-pyrena,  pyrenis  crassis  osseis  3-gonis  dorso  rotundatis,  loculo  an- 
gusto. Semina  cylindrica,  funiculo  incrassato  apicem  putaminis  claudcnite, 
testa  membranacea,  albumine  parco  ;  embryo  cylindricus,  cotyledouibus 
niinutis  tenuilms. — Arbor  raraosa,  ramulis  teretibus,  ultimis  et  intlores- 
centia  puberulis.  Folia  opposita,  gracile  petiolata,  recurva,  ovata,  nervosa, 
et  creberrime  reticulatim  venulosa.  Stipulfe  interpetiolares,  squamosa^, 
caduca?.  Plores  inter  raiuores,  solitarii,  axillares,  pedicellati,  pedicelio 
infra  flores  articulate  minute  bracteolato.     Drupa  mole  pisi. 

R.  sandvicensis.  Hook.  f. — Chomella  (?)  saudvicensis,  A.  Gray  in 
Proc.  Amer.  Acad.  vol.  iv.  ;  Notes  on  Rubiaceee,  p.  6. — Hab.  Sandwich 
Islands;  Oalui,  solitary  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  Hinds,  1841,  and  Wilkes' 
E.xpcdition  (tide  A.  GrayJ. — Hook.  Ic.  Riant,  t.  1071. 
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Salvia  (Eusphace)  Prionitis,  Hance  (Lubiatte). — Fide  Journ. 
Bol.  Vol.  YIII.  p.  74. 

S.  (Drymosphace)  UJiBRATiCA,  Huuce. —  Vide  Journ.  Bot.^o\.  VIII. 
p.  75. 

SciLLA  (Ledebouria)  camerooniana,  Baker  {Liliacea,  Scillees) ; 
bulbo  ovoideo  hypogseo  tunicato,  foliis  4-5  erectis  canioso-lierbaceis  6-8 
])oll.  longis  loratis  dcorsum  in  petiolum  brevem  sensira  angustatis,  scapo 
flexuoso  foliis  breviore,  racemo  modice  laxo  20-30-floro  \\-2  poll,  loiigo, 
pedicellis  patentibus  infenoribus  curvatis  floribus  cernuis  excedeiitibus,p(;ri- 
gonio  cainpaiiulato  purpureo-viridi  I5-  liii.  longo,  filameutis  laciuiis  sub- 
fequantibus  dimidio  superiore  colorato,  ovario  stipitato  basi  discoideo  am- 
pliato. — Hab.  Banks  of  the  river  Cameroon,  in  cultivated  fields,  G-. 
Mann,  728  !  v.  ?..— Appendix  Eef.  Bot.  p.  9. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  concinna,  5(7/?w;  bulbo  ovoideo  immerse,  foliis 
3-4  synantliiis  carnoso-herbaceis  loratis  erectis  dorso  prorsus  purpureo- 
maculatis  racemo  Horifero  paulo  superantibus,  racemo  dense  20-30-floro 
sesqui-  vel  bi-pollicari,  pedicellis  erecto-patentibus,  infimis  floribus  sub- 
duplo  excedentibus,  perianthio  1\  lin.  longo  segmentis  roseo-purpureis 
dorso  viridi  carinatis,  filamentis  segmentis  distincte  brevioribus,  ovario 
stipitato  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  A  native  of  Cape  Colony, 
gathered  by  Mr.  Cooper;   Hort.  Saunders. — Ri^.  Bot.  t.  235. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  firmifolia,  i^r/^er;  bulbo  ovoideo  magno,  foliis  4-5 
synanthiis  coriaceis  nervosis  ascendentibus  semipedalihus  vel  ultra  aiiguste 
linearibus,  scapo  foliis  subaequante,  racemo  sublaxo  angusto  3-4  poll,  longo 
30-40-floro,  pedicellis  erecto-patentibus  floribus  subseqnantibiis,  perigonio 
campanulato  \h  lin.  longo  saturate  roseo-purpureo,  filamentis  laciuiis  sul)- 
sequaiitiljus  deorsum  applanatis  lanceolatis,  ovario  sessili  basi  nullo  modo 
ampliato. —  Hab.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Drege,  4492  !  eastern  frontier,  P. 
Macowan  !  v.  s. — Appendix  Rff.  Bot.  p.  7. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  floribunda,  Baker ;  bulbo  globoso  solitario  hy- 
pogaeo,  foliis  erectis  carnoso-herbaceis  synanthiis  pedalibus  lorato-Ianceo- 
latis  acutis  pallide  glauco-viridibus  maculis  saturatioribus  notatis,  scapis 
erectis  firmis  foliis  triente  vel  diuiidio  brevioribus,  racemo  denso  anguste 
obloiigo  60-100-floro,  pedicellis  floribus  tegre  excedentibus  inferioribus 
cernuis,  perigonio  4^-5  lin.  longo  laciniis  extrorsum  viridibiis  introrsum 
purpureo  tinctis,  filameutis  laciniis  triente  brevioribus  dimidio  superiore 
purpureo,  ovario  stipitato  basi  valde  applanatim  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape 
Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Ref.  Bot.  t.  188. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  linearifolia.  Baker ;  bulbo  ovoideo  subhypoga;o 
tunicato,  foliis  4-5  erectis  carnoso-herbaceis  synanthiis  subpedalibus  an- 
guste linearibus  acntis  pallide  viridibus  dorso  pauUuluui  purpureo  macu- 
latis,  scapo  arcuato  foliis  subtriplo  breviore,  racemo  oblongo  subdenso 
30-40  floro,  pedicellis  patentibus  floribus  duplo  longioribus,  laciniis  livide 
purpureis  3  lin.  longis,  filamentis  laciniis  triente  brevioribus,  dimidio 
superiore  purpureo,  ovario  distincte  stipitato  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — 
Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr,  Cooper. — Ref.  Bot.  t. 
184. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  minima,  .5«/-e?';  bulbis  gracilibus  ovoideis,  foliis  2-3 
ascendentibus  carnoso-herbaceis  synanthiis  linearibus  12-18  lin.  longis 
acutis,  scapis  gracilibus  flexuosis  foliis  excedentibus,  racemo  laxo  erecto  snb- 
pollicari  12-20-floro,  pedicellis  patentibus  iufimis  floribus  cernuis  subduplo 
longioribus,  perigonio  campanulato  saturate  roseo-purpureo   1  lin.  longo, 
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filamentis  laciniis  subsequantibus  supra  coloratis,  ovario  stipitato  basi  dis- 
coideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Drcge,  3510  !  Macalisberg, 
Burke  !  v.  s. — Appendix,  Rff.  Bot.  p.  6. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  MiESTA,  Baker ;  bulbo  ovoideo  crasso  subimmerso, 
foliis  5-6  synauthiis  carnoso-herbaceis  lanceolatis  purpureo-maculatis  5-6 
poll,  longis  acuininatis  basi  fegre  augustatis,  soapis  foliis  brevioribus  racemo 
angusto  niodice  denso  l|--2  poll,  longo  30-50-floro,  pedicellis  erccto-pa- 
tentibus  floribus  ascendentibus  sequantibus  vel  duplo  longioribus,  perigouio 
iafuudibulifornil-cauipanulato  \\  \m.  longo  omnino  viridi,  filaraeutis  baud 
coloratis  laciniis  triente  brevioribus,  ovario  stipitato  basi  discoideo  am- 
pliato.— Hab.  Delta  of  the  Zambesi,  Dr.  Kirk!  v.  s. — Appendix,  Re/. 
Bot.  p.  10. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  ovatifolia,  Baker ;  bulbis  magnis  ovoideo-rotun- 
datis  dimidio  superiore  epigaeo  subsquamoso,  foliis  3-5  synantbiis  as- 
cendentibus carnoso-herbaceis  cordato-ovatis  2-3-pollicaribus  subobtusis 
pallide  viridibus  maculis  sacuratioribus  notatis,  scapis  3-3  arcuatis  foliis 
brevioribus,  racemo  oblongo-conico  denso  30-40-floro,  pedicellis  cernuis 
floribus  segre  excedentibus,  laciniis  purpureo-viridibus  3  lin.  longis,  fila- 
mentis  laciniis  triente  brevioribus  dimidio  superiore  purpureo,  ovario  dis- 
tincte  stipitato,  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Natal,  Hort.  Saunders, 
from  Mr.  Cooper.— iJp/*.  Bot.  t.  183. 

S.  pallid iflora,  Baker ;  foliis  5-6  lorato-lanceolatis  pedalibus 
modice  firmis  erecto-falcatis  glabris  viridibus  nervis  immersis,  scapo 
tereti  erecto  stricto  foliis  excedente,  racemo  elongato-conico  dense  100- 
200-floro,  pedicellis  strictis  patentibus  floribus  et  bracteis  solitariis  linea- 
ribus  multnties  excedentibus,  perigouio  albido  expanso  stellate,  laciniis 
subaequalibus  oblongo-spathulatis,  filamentis  filiformibus,  ovario  subglo- 
boso  breviter  pedicellato,  stylo  ovario  sequante,  loculis  multiovulatis. — 
Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper.  A  typical  Scilla 
near  natalensis.  Planch.  Rot.  Mag.  t.  5319.— Bef.  Bot.  t.  179. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  paucifolia,  Baker:  bulbis  ovoideis  gregariis  di- 
midio superiore  epigaeo  subsquaraoso,  foliis  2  vel  raro  3  synanthiis  car- 
noso-herbaceis horizontaliter  patulis  oblongo-lanceolatis  acutis  2-3-polli- 
caribus pallide  glauco-viridibus  maculis  saturatioribus  notatis,  scapo  flexu- 
oso  foliis  excedente,  racemo  laxo  oblongo  20-30-floro,  pedicellis  sub- 
stricte  patentibus  floribus  cernuis  duplo  longioribus,  laciniis  3  lin.  longis 
albido-viridibus  extrorsum  basi  baud  vel  vix  purpureo  tinctis,  filamentis 
f  longitudinis  laciuiarum  attingentibus  dimidio  superiore  purpureo,  basi 
paullulum  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr. 
Cooler.— Bef.  Bot.  t.  181. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  pendula,  Baker ;  foliis  synanthiis  carnoso-herbaceis 
loratis  acutis  pedalibus  vel  ultra  maculis  saturatioribus  notatis,  basi  paullu- 
lum angustatis, scapo  gracili  foliis  breviore,  racemo  sublaxo  30-60-floro  3-6 
poll,  longo,  pedicellis  pergracilibus  pendulis  9-15  lin.  longis,  bracteis  parvis 
linearibus,  perigouio  4-4|  lin.  longo  viridi-purpureo,  filamentis  laciniis 
subsequantibus  sursum  saturate  coloratis,  ovario  stipitato  basi  discoideo 
ampliato. — Briu/ia  pendula,  Burchell,  MSS. — Hab.  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
imported  and  cultivated  by  Burchell,  and  characterized  from  his  dried 
specimens  and  notes. — Appendix,  Be/.  Bot.  p.  14. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  prasina,  Baker ;  bulbo  ovoideo  subimmerso,  foliis 
5-6  synanthiis  ascendentibu*  carnoso-herbaceis  lanceolatis  4-6  poll,  longis 
acutis  basi  paullulum  angustatis  purpureo-maculatis,  scapo  foliis  breviore. 
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racemo  30-40-floro  modice  denso  2-3  poll,  longo,  pedicellis  pateutibus,  iii- 
lerioribus  cernuis  2-3  lin.  loiigis,  perigoiiio  campaiuilato  oinnino  viridi  vel 
segre  purpureo  tiucto  l^  liu.  longo,  filameutis  laciniis  sub;equaiitibua 
supra  coloratis,  ovario  stipitato  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Kaffir- 
land,  Dr.  Gill !  Graham's  Town  ;  flowered  in  Hort.  Kew.  March,  1862, 
V.  s. — Appendix,  Ref.  Bot.  p.  10. 

S.  (Leubbouria)  princeps,  Baker ;  bulbo  solitario  globoso  hypogseo, 
foliis  5-6  erectis  carnoso-lierbaceis  synanthiis  lorato-lanceolatis  sesqui- 
vel  bi-pedalibus  acutis  pallida  viridibus  inaculis  satiiratioribus  notatis, 
scapis  2-3  foliis  multoties  breviorihus,  racemo  denso  oblongo-cylindrico 
100-200-floro,  pedicellis  patentibus  floribus  triplo  longioribiis  iufirais  cer- 
nuis,  perigonio  l^l-B  lin.  longo  laciniis  extrorsnm  viridibus,  introrsuin 
pnrpureo-viridibus,  filamentis  laciniis  triente  brevioribus  dimidio  superiore 
purpureo,  ovario  stipitato  basi  valde  applanatiin  ainpliato. — Hab.  Cape 
Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Ref.  Bot.  t.  189. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  SANDERSONT,ii«X,-fr;  foliis  ovato-lanceolatis  synanthiis 
carnoso-herbaceis  2-3  poll,  longis  acutis  basi  valde  angustatis,  scapis  1-2 
foliis  eequantib us, racemo  rotundato  denso  12-20-floro  subpollicari, pedicellis 
3-4  lin  longis  inferioribns  cernuis,  laciniis  1-^  lin.  longis,  saturate  roseo- 
purpureis,  tilaraentis  laciniis  snbaiquantibus  dimidio  superiore  purpnreis, 
ovaiio  stipitato  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Transvaal,  Sanderson,  v.  s.  ! — Appendix,  Ref.  Bot.  p.  5. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  socialis,  Baker ;  bulbis  ovoideis  gregariis  dimidio 
superiore  epigcBO,  folds  3-1  carnoso-herbaceis  horizontaliter  patulis  syn- 
anthiis obiongo-lanceolatis  auutis  2-3-pollicaribus  pallide  viridibus  ma- 
cnlis  saturatioribus,  scapo  flexuoso  foliis  aiquante,  racemo  denso  conico 
20-30-tloro,  pedicellis  cernuis  Horibus  brevioribus,  laciniis  3  lin.  longis 
viridibus  basi  extrorsnm  segre  purpureo  tiuctis,  filamentis  tres-quadrantes 
longitndinis  laciniarum  attingeiitibus,  dimidio  superiore  purpureo,  ovario 
latiore  quam  alto  basi  discoideo  valde  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  Colony, 
Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Ri^f.  Bot.  t.  180. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  spathulata,  Baker ;  bulbo  magno  ovoideo-rotuu- 
dato  tertio  superiore  epiga^o  subsqnamoso,  foliis  5-6  seuiipedalibus  lan- 
ceolato-spathulatis  acutis  synanthiis  ascendentibus  pallide  glauco-viridibus 
maculis  saturatioribus  notatis,  scapis  2-3  arcuatis  foliis  brevioribus, 
racemo  ?ubdenso  30-40-tloro  pedicellis  floribus  subduplo  longioribus  iu- 
ferioribus  cernuis,  laciniis  pnrpureo-viridibus  4  lin.  longis,  filameutis 
laciniis  vix  brevioribus  dimidio  superiore  purpureo,  ovario  distiucte  stipi- 
tato basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from 
Mr.  Cooper.— i?^/  Bot.  t.  187. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  subglauca,  Baker ;  bulbo  globoso  tunicato  hypo- 
gseo,  foliis  5-6  lanceolatis  acutis  erectis  9-10  poll,  longis  infra  medium 
pauUulum  angustatis  carnoso-herbaceis  synanthiis  glauco-viridibus  infra 
deorsum  iiaullulum  purpureo  maculatis,  scajio  foliis  subduplo  breviore, 
racemo  laxo  30-40-floro,  pedicellis  gracilibus  floribus  subduplo  longioribus, 
infcrioribus  cernuis,  laciniis  saturate  roseo-purpnreis  3  liu.  longis,  fila- 
mentis laciniis  triente  brevioribus  dimidio  superiore  purpureo,  ovario 
stipitiito  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape  Colony,  Hort.  Saunders, 
from  Mr.  Cooper.— i^e/.  Bot.  t.  186. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  zambesiaca,  Baker;  foliis  2-3  synanthiis  membra- 
naceo-herbaceis  lanceolato-spathulatis  2-3  poll,  longis  deorsum  ad  petiolum 
concavum  lamina  breviore  cite  angustatis,  scapis  1-2  gracilibus  2-3  poll. 


122  NEW    SPECIES    OF    PHANEROGAMOUS    PLANTS. 

longis,  racemolaxo  2-2^  poll,  longo  30-40-floro,  pedicellis  patentibus  flori- 
bus  cemuis  subdupio  loiigioiibus,  perigonio  cauipanulato  omnino  viridi 
1  lin.  longo,  filameutis  laciniis  subsequantibus  aegre  purpureo  tiuctis,  ovario 
stipitato. — Hab.  Zambesi-land,  a  few  miles  below  Tette,  in  sandy  soil 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  discovered  by  Dr.  Kirk  on  the  Livingstone 
expedition. — Appendix,  Ref.  Bot.  p.  8. 

S.  (Ledebouria)  zebrina,  5(7/{v';-;  bulbo  crasso  tunicato  liypo<i:a^o, 
foliis  .5-6  laneeolatis  acutis  deorsum  pauUulnm  angustatis  subpedalibus 
synanthiis  erectis  carnoso-herbaceis  supra  glauco-viridibus  immaculatis 
infra  striis  purpureis  copiosis  et  deorsum  uiaculis  panels  notatis,  scapo 
areuato  maoulato  foliis  subdupio  breviore,  raremo  oblongo  dcnso  30-40- 
floro,  pedicellis  floribus  lougioribus  inferioribus  cernuis,  laciniis  viridi- 
purpureis  3  lin.  longis,  filameutis  laciniis  subdupio  brevioribus  diniidio- 
superiore  purpureo,  ovario  stipitato  basi  discoideo  ampliato. — Hab.  Cape 
Colony,  Hort.  Saunders,  from  Mr.  Cooper. — Kef.  Bot.  t.  185. 

Skuum  (Euskdum)  Alfredi,  Hance  (CrassulacecBj. —  Fide  Juurn. 
Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  7. 

S.  (Eusedum)  chrysastrum,  Hance. —  Vide  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  6. 

Senecio   (Plantagtnei)   sneeuwbekgensis,  H.  Bolus  {Composit/T, 
Senecionidere)  ;    caudice  glabro,  caule  simplici  erecto   (1-2  ped.)  striate 
glabrato,  foliis  coriaceis,  radicalibus  elongatis  anguste  liueari-lanceolatis 
obtusiuscnlis  basi  angustatis  calloso-deuticulatis  glabris,  caulinis  breviori- 
bus, linearibus  amplexicaulibus  auriculis  brevissime  decurrentibus  margine 
revolutis,   capitulis  numerosis  20-30-floris   lutcis   in    cymis   corymbosis 
strictis   V.   suhfastigiatis  confertis,   involucri    calyculati   cylindraceo-carn- 
panulati,  squamis  12-14  linean-oblongis  apice  uigrescente  acutatis,  florilnis 
radii  5-7,  ligula  tubo  sequilonga,  disci  involucrum  superantibus ;  achaeniis 
glabris. — Hab.     Cape    of   Good    Hope,    Mountains    near    Graaf-Reinet, 
4,300  ft.     Fl.  .January.      Harry  Bolus,  Esq.— T/oo/t.  Ic.  Plant,  t.  1067. 
Spirantues     Weirii,     RM.    fil.     {Orchidefs)      (aff.     Spiranthidi 
Fnnckianrp,  A.   Rich,  et    Gal.).     Racemus   elongatus.     Rhachis  brunnca 
glandipilis.       Bractefe    lineari-setaceee,    flores    a?quantes    sen   snperantcs, 
pilosulse.      Sepalum  dorsale  cuneato-oblongum,  acutum,  brunneura,  extus 
glandipile.     Scpala  lateralia  cnneato-oblonga,  acuta,  briinnea,  glandipilia, 
longe   cum   ovario  connata,  et  in   coinu   conico  calcaratura   supra    basin 
ovarii  exteusa.     Petala  linearia  sursum  dilatata,  acuta,  obliqua,  binervia, 
alba,  sub  apice  pagiufe  exterufe  antice  dense  glandipilia.     Labellum  cum 
columna  connatum,  tameu  ima   basi  liberura  unguiculatum    sagittatum, 
ligulatum,  antice  dilatatum,  utrinque  plica  insiliente  inflexura,  apice  retlcxo 
ovato   triangulum,    cariuulis    obscuris    quateruis   ante  hunc  limbum   re- 
flexum.     Fovea  subquadrata  in  processum  rostellarem  linearem  extensum. 
Audroclinium  augulare.     Anthera  a   basi  cordata  late  rostrata,  attenuata, 
quadrilocellaris.     Pollinia  gemina,  fariuosa,  alba,  superne  sulcata,  involuta. 
Caudicula    brevis,    rufa,   glandula  elongata,  linearis,    acuta.     Named   in 
honour  of  Mr.  Weir,  who  collected  it. — Gard.  Citron.  1870,  p.  923. 

Stachyarrhena,  Hook.  f.  nov.  gen.  {Rubiace(P.,  Alibertiea).  Flores 
dioici ;  ^  spicati,  ?  solitarii.  Fl.  raasc. :  Calyx  cupularis ;  limbus 
brevis,  truncatus,  obscure  5-lobus.  Corolla  subcylindrico-campannlata, 
coriacea,  5-loba,  limbo  faucoque  intus  villosa;  lobi  5,  breves,  ovati,  cou- 
torti.  Stamina  5,  fauci  corollae  inserta,  inclusa  ;  aufherae  sessiles,  lineares, 
dorso  medio  iusertae,  connectivo  apice  appendiculato.     Ovarium  cffcefum; 
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stylus  brevis,  stigmate  fusiformi  acuto  pilosi.  Fl.  fcpm. :  Calyx  et  co- 
rolla .  .  .  Ovarium  pluviloculare  ?  stylus  .  .  . ;  ovula  numerosissima,  hori- 
zontalia,  placentis  bilamellatis  axi  ovarii  adnatis  affixa,  lamellis  revolutis 
niargine  exteriore  ovuliferis.  Bacca  breviter  pedicellata,  globosa,  calycis 
limbo  coroiiata,  pedicello  involucello  duplioi  utroque  cupulari  basi  ciiicto, 
4  F-looularis,  poly-<perma.  Seinina  horizoiitalin,  majuscula,  plana,  testa 
tenui  subHbroso-cellulosa  .  .  . — Arbores  parvse,  Amazonicfe,  glaberrimse, 
rainulis  lignosis  teretibus.  Folia  opposita,  gracile  petiolata,  oblouga  v. 
lineari-obionga,  obtusa,  rigide  coriacea,  siccitate  nifo-bnuiuea,  su|)ra  sub 
leute  granulata,  nervis  divaricatis  tenuibus.  Stipulse  intrapetiolares, 
breves,  in  cupulam  connatae.  Floras  ($  in  spicas  strictas  terminales 
erectas  rigidas  di^positi,  subfasciculati,  parvi,  albi  v.  flavidi,  ebracteolati. 
Bacca  diaaietro  Cerasi. 

S.  SPICATA ;  foliis  obovatis  oblongisve  apice  obtiisis  v.  rotundatis, 
basi  in  petiolura  angnstatis,  spicis  deiisifloris  foliis  diraidio  brevioribus. 
— Schradera  spicata,  Spruce,  Herb.  3322.— Hab.  Amazor.s'  river,  near 
Santareni,  and  on  the  Casiquiari,  at  Vasiva  and  Paciiuoni,  Spruce.  Fl. 
January. — Hook.  Ic.  Plant,  t.  1068. 

Stelis  Endresit,  Reichb.  f.  (OrchUere)  ;  Eequiflora,  dense  ca?spitosa 
majuscula,  caulibus  secundariis  elongatis,  foliis  cunento-oblongo-ligulatis 
oblusis  apice  emarginatis  cum  apiculo  crassis,  racerao  disticho,  ovariis 
pedicellatis  medio  genutiexis,  bracteis  vaginalis  acuminatis  ovariis  pedicel- 
latis  bene  brevioribus,  sepalis  inia  basi  coalitis  omnibus  intus  papulis 
filiformibus  barbellatis,  sepalo  dorsali  ovali  acuto  trinervi,  sepalis  laterali- 
bus  ovatis  apiculatis  paulo  minoribus,  petalis  transverse  oblongis  apice 
inflexo  cucullatis  cum  apiculo,  limbo  erecto  ciliatulo  trinerviis,  labello 
carnoso  transverso  subrliombeo  excavato,  columna  gracili,  androclinio  pos- 
tice  cucuUato,  rostello  ligulato  erecto,  limbo  sub  fovea  bicruri,  cruribus 
ovatis  cum  apiculo. — Near  Stelis  le/icopoffO)i,  hnt  with  3-uerved  sepals. 
Hab.  Discovered  in  Costa  Rica  by  M.  Endres,  and  flowered  in  the  Ham- 
burg Botanic  Garden  in  December,  18fi9,  and  July,  1870. — Gard.  Cliron. 
1870,  p.  1373. 

S.  GLOSSULA,  Reichb.  f. ;  bilabiata,  dense  caespitosa,  caulibus  secundariis 
brevissimis,  foliis  cuneato-oblongo-ligulatis  apice  minute  bilobis  cum  den- 
ticulo,  racemo  longe  distiche  florido,  bracteis  triangulis  ovaria  longa  non 
aequantibus,  sepalo  dorsali  oblongo  obtuse  acuto  quinqnenervi  elongato, 
sepalis  lateralibus  oblougo-ovatis  apiculatis  apicem  versus  connatis  sub- 
trinerviis  multo  minoribus,  petalis  obtuse  rhombeis  uninerviis,  labello 
carnoso  papuliformi  supra  dorsum  bilimellato,  columna  sul)i\>quali. — ■ 
Hab.  This  little  species  was  imported  by  Messrs.  Yeitch  from  Costa 
Kica.— (?«r<?.  C/«ro«.  1870,  p.  1373. 

Strophanthus  Bullenianus,  Mad.  {.Ipocynacefp)  ;  ramis  petiolis 
pedunculis  sepalisque  hispidis,  foliis  elliptico-oblongis,  basi  rotundatis 
nonnuncinam  insequilateris  longiuscule  acuminatis  supra  glabriusculis 
subtns  villosis,  petiolis'  3-4  lin.  longis,  spinulas  axillares  minimas  per 
paria  dispositis  pbtcgentibus,  cymis  rnmosis  laxis  plurifloris  bracteatis, 
bracteis  lineaiibus  deciduis,  calyce  oglandnloso  campanulato  vix  somi- 
pollicari  profunde  5-partito,  laciniis  lineari-oblongis,  coroUse  hypocrateri- 
morphae  lubo  basi  dilatato  ernbescente,  limbo  patente  5-partito,  sogmentis 
flavidis  purpureo-maculatis  ovatis  patentibus  superne  concavis  longiuscule 
acuminatis,  festivatione  contorte  imbricatis,  staminodiis  10  oblongis  sub- 
carnosis  per  paria  e  fauce    tubi  inter   petala  emergeutibus,    staminibus 
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5  exsertis,  filamentis  crassis  brevibus  subulatis,  antlieris  coniiiventibus 
syngeiiesiis  ad  apicem  trochleariformeiii  styli  agglutiuatis,  connectivo 
crasso  conico  intus  loculos  quatuor  ferente  quorum  exteriores  steriles  lon- 
giores,  interiores  diinidio  breviores  poUiniferi,  ovario  ut  iu  congeneribus, 
foUiculis  (ex  speci  minibus  exsiccatis  descriptis)  binis  erectis  parallel  is 
20-24  poll,  longis  lineari-ol)longis  coriaceo-lignosis  apice  lougissime 
acuminatis,  vaivis  extus  (cortice  delapso)  fibrosis  intus  flavidis  nitidis, 
seminibus  fusiformibus  14-15  lin.  longis  lana  gossypina  albida  obtectis. — 
Hab.  Afric.  trop.  Occident,  ad  Old  Calabar,  ul)i  Itgerunt  Mann,  n.  1444  ! 
2247  1  Rev.  W.  C.  Thomson,  22  !  In.  ins.  Fernando  Po,  Maim,  1444  ! 
— Some  months  since  we  were  favoured  by  Mr.  BuUen,  the  curator  of  the 
Royal  Botanic  (lardens,  Glasgow,  with  specimens  of  the  above-described 
Strophanthus,  which  proved,  on  examination,  to  be  identical  with  native 
specimens  in  tiie  Kew  herbaria  gathered  by  Mann  and  by  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Thomson.— Gff/-(/.  Chron.  1870,  p.  1471,  and  fig.  257. 

SwARTZiA  Matthewsii,  Beuth.  (^Leguminosfe,  Sioartziets) ;  ferrugineo- 
pubescens,  foliolis  4-9  alternis  ovatis  v.  oblonaro-ellipticis,  racemis  axilla- 
ribus  terminalibusque  brevibus  confertifloris,  calyce  aperto  cyathiformi, 
petalo  anguste  obovali,  antheris  omnibus  lineari-oblongis  subsqualibus, 
legumine  longe  stipitato  compresso. — Hab.  Prov.  Chachapoyas,  Peru, 
Matthews  ;  Santa  Anna  (Bolivia?),  at  au  elevation  of  3-40U0  ft.,  Pearce. 
—Hook.  Ic.  Plant,  t.  1U64. 

Synaptolepis,  OUv.  gen.  nov.  {Thymelacece,  Gniditce,  Biplostemonece) . 
Flores  hermaphroditi,  peutameri.  Perianthium  hypocraterimorphum,  tubo 
gracili  glabro,  limbo  5-partito  regular!  patente,  lobis  oblongis  imbricatis 
tubo  3-4-plo  brevioribus.  Squamae  fauci  insertic,  in  annulum  continuum 
carnosulum  confluentes.  Stamina  10,  biseriata,  inclusa  v.  5  longiora 
faucem  attingentia  ;  filamenta  filiformia,  in  tubo  inserta ;  antheree  adnatcC, 
oblonga?,  obtuscC,  inappendiculatse,  filamento  3-6-plo  breviores.  Ovarium 
subsessde  v.  breviter  stipitatum,  angustum,  basi  subnudum  v,  squamulis 
hypogynis  laciniatis  minutissimis  v.  obsolelis  circum datum  ;  stylus  gra- 
cilis;  stigma  subclavatum.  Nux  ut  videtur  perianthii  tubo  arete  indu- 
siata,  tenuiter  ossea ;  semen  testa  subcharlacea  glai)ra.  .  .  . — Frutex  veri- 
similiter,  raraosissimus,  glaber.  Folia  parva,  opposita,  subcoriacea.  Flores 
axillares,  subsessiles. 

S.  KiRKii,  OUv.  sp.  unica. — Hab.  Zanzibar,  Dr.  Kirk. — Tlook.  Ic. 
Plant,  t.  1074. 

Tabern.emoxtana  Barteri,  HooJi.f.  (^Anonjnacece) ;  glabra,  ramulis 
dichotomis,  folds  bieviter  petiolatis  elliptico-oblongis  ovatis  vel  lanceolatis 
utrinque  acuminatis  integerrimis  membranaceis,  pedunculis  3-multi-floris, 
bracteis  parvis  ovato-oblongis  acutis  sepalis  \  poll,  longis  oblongis  obtusis 
dimidio  brevioribus,  coroUse  2  poll.  diam.  albse  tubo  ultra  calycera  con- 
tracto,  supra  medium  infundibuliformi,  lobis  oblique  cuneato-obovatis, 
foUiculis  ovoideo-oblongis  falcato-recurvis  rostratis  \\  poU.  longis. — 
Hab.  Upper  Guinea,  Hort.  Kew.,  gathered  by  Barter,  Dr.  Irving,  and 
Mann.     Near  T.  sessiUn,  Beuth. — Bot.  Mag.  t.  5859. 

Tetralopha,  Hook.  f.  gen.  nov.  {RubiacecB,  Timoniea  ?).  Flores  her- 
maphroditi? Calycis  tubus  brevis,  cupulaeformis ;  limbus  annularis, 
integer.  Corolla  infundibuliformis,  tubo  intus  lobisque  4  patentibus  val- 
vatis  dense  barbatis.  Stamina  4,  fauci  inserta,  filamentis  longiusculis 
sursum  incrassatis  ;  autherse  exsertre,  lineari-obloiiga?,  erectse,  dorso  infra 
medium   basi   clongata    filamento    incrassato   aduatip,    utrinque    obtusae. 
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Discus  depressus,  pulvinaris.  Ovarium  2-loculare;  stylus  0,  stigmatibus 
2  brevibus  recurvis ;  oviila  in  loculis  gemiiia,  placentis  septo  adnatis  pro- 
miiiulis  iaserta,  horizontalia,  divaricata.  Fructus  .  .  . — Prutex  ?  glaberri- 
mus,  raraulis  teretibus.  Folia  opposita,  breviter  petiolata,  obovato-ob- 
longa,  obtusa  v.  obtuse  apiculata,  coriacea,  caruosula,  siccitate  brunnea, 
nervis  teuuibus  paucis.  Stipulfe  breves,  intrapetiolares,  in  annulum  coii- 
natse.  Cymae  breves,  breviter  peduiiculatse,  axillares,  dense  fasciculatae, 
pedunculis  bracteis  annularibus  instruotis.  Flores  parvi,  breviter  pedi- 
cellati. 

T.  MoTLEYi,  Hook.  f.  sp.  unica. — Hab.  Borneo,  Motley. — Hook.  Ic. 
Plant,  t.  1072. 

Vallesia  hypoglauca,  Ernst  (ApocynncetB) . —  Vide  Journ.  Bot. 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  375. 

Wendlandia  uvARiiroLiA,  Hance  (Clnclionacea) . — Vide  Journ.  Bot. 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  73. 


iprocccbiirgs  nf  Sodctrcs. 


Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — Feb.  ^Ih. — Prof.  Balfour  in  the 
chair.  The  following  coiiimunieations  were  read  : — "  On  Antholiihes  Pit- 
c'iirni(B  and  its  Fruit  (^Cardiocurpoii^)  and  other  Fossil  Plants  found  near 
Falkirk."  By  C.  W.  Peach,  A..L.S.  Last  autumn  Mr.  Peach  had  collected, 
near  Falkirk,  specimens  o^  Aidholithes  Pitcnirniee  with  its  fruit  Cardiocnr- 
pon.  Tlie  latter  had  never  before  been  found  attached.  Culaniites  nodosns 
Avas  found  in  great  abundance,  but  very  fragmentary ;  nevertheless,  he  had 
been  able  to  make  a  restoration  of  the  whole  plant.  Two  or  three  other 
species  of  Calamiles  were  associated  with  it,  but  not  in  a  good  state  for 
determination.  The  leaves  ol PLahellaria  borassifoUa  were  abundant,  and 
he  was  fortunate  to  find  also  a  couple  of  specimens  of  tlie  woody  stem  of 
the  plant.  Many  Ferns  were  also  met  with,  and  a  Halonia,  showing  leaf- 
scars  and  bud-like  prominences  arranged  in  a  spiral  manner  on  it,  differ- 
ing from  the  depressed  scar  markings  on  Ulodendron  both  in  size  and 
arrangement.  "  Keport  on  the  Cultivation  of  Cinchona  at  Ruugbee, 
Daijeeling."  By  C.  B.  Clarke,  M.x\.  "  Letter  from  Prof.  Christison  to 
Prof.  Balfour  regarding  the  Introduction  of  Cinchona  into  India."  Prof. 
Christison  stated  that  so  long  ago  as  between  1S38  and  1842  he  urged 
the  Boanl  of  Directors  for  India  to  introduce  the  cultivation  of  Cinchonas, 
pointing  out  that  the  alkaloid  could  be  obtained  as  well  from  tlie  bark  of 
young  twigs  as  from  that  of  older  branches.  This  memorial  was  backed 
by  Dr.  Rovle,  but  no  action  was  ever  taken  on  it  bv  the  Board. 

March  *dth. — Alexander  Buchan,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  follow- 
ing communications  were  read  : — "  Report  on  the  Effects  of  the  Cutting 
Down  of  Forests  on  the  Climate  and  Health  of  the  Mauritius."  By  H. 
Rogers,  M.R.(!.P.  Loud.,  and  senior  Assistant-Surgeon,  Civil  Hospital, 
Port  Louis,  Mauritius.  (Communicated  by  the  President.  "  On  the 
Cultivation  of  New  Zealand  Flax  {Phormium  tena-i")."  By  Dr.  James 
Hector,  Wellington,  New  Zealand.  Communicated  by  Mr.  Sadler. 
"  Notes  on  the  British  Batrachian  Ranunculi."  By  i\Ir.  James  F. 
Robinson.  After  a  slight  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  nomenclature  of 
the  plants,  the  author  gave  the  results  of  his  observations  on  some  of  the 
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formsgrowiiig  in  Cheshire,  whicli  he  considered  to  range  under  "  four  true 
species,"  i?.  heit^roplajllus,  Sibth.,  R.  trlchophyllus,  Chaix,  R.  circinatus, 
Sibth.,  and  R.  pnUans,  Lnni.  "  Report  on  the  Open  Air  Vegetation  at  the 
Royal  Botanic  Garden."  By  Mr.  M'Nab.  "  Statistics  of  the  Botanical 
Class  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  from  1860  till  1870  inclusive,  being 
a  Continuation  of  the  Statistics  from  1777  to  1859,"  published  in  the 
Society's  Transactions,  vol.  vi.  p.  296-298.     By  Prof  Bcilfour, 

Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester. — Jan. 
9th. — J.  Baxendell,  President  of  the  Section,  in  the  chair.  "  On  Carex 
Jlaoa,  L.,  and  its  allies,  of  the  Manchester  Plora,"  by  Charles  Bailey  ; 
illustrated  by  a  large  suite  of  specimens.  The  prevailing  form  in  the 
district,  and  one  very  common  to  the  south  of  Manchester,  is  the  Carex 
lepidocarjia,  Tausch. ;  this  is  the  C.  (Ederi,  Sm.,  and  of  Grindon's  '  Man- 
chester Flora,'  and  the  0.  flava,  var.  /3  of  '  Buxton's  Guide.'  The  true 
C.  flava  (a.  genuina,  E.B.),  as  stated  long  ago  by  Mr.  Buxton,  is  nowhere 
met  with  in  the  district.  Specimens  of  G.  (Ederi,  Ehrli.,  from  Mere 
Mere,  the  locality  mentioned  in  Buxton's  '  Botanical  Guide,'  were  re- 
cently exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  the  sandhills  at  South- 
port  are,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  other  locality  in  the  neighbourhood 
for  this  species.  There  is  some  confusion  in  the  nomenclature  of  the 
group,  and  the  characters  given  in  our  standard  authority — '  English 
Botany,'  3rd  edition — do  not  altogether  dispel  it.  In  that  work,  Dr. 
Syme  describes  C.  eii-Jlava,  ^.  lepidocarpa,  as  usually  having  the  male 
spikes  sessile  or  subsessile,  and  the  female  spikes  as  being  all  approxi- 
mate, or  the  lowest  a  little  remote  when  its  stalk  is  said  to  be  wholly  in- 
cluded within  the  sheath.  The  Manchester  plant,  however,  has  the  male 
spike  stalked,  the  peduncles  being  often  of  great  length,  while  the  female 
spikes  are  scarcely  approximate,  but  rather  scattered,  and  the  lower  spike 
is  generally  produced,  its  stalk  being  conspicuously  exserted.  The  fruits 
are  more  narrowed  at  the  base  than  represented  in  '  English  Botany,'  and 
the  bracts  are  very  long,  much  exceeding  the  male  spike.  There  are  two 
forms  of  C.  lepidocarpa,  Tausch.,  in  the  district ;  the  more  common  one, 
which  occurs  in  fields  and  open  ground,  has  the  leaves  as  long  as  or 
longer  than  the  somewhat  thick  and  rigid  stems,  but  the  latter  are  with- 
out the  roughness  at  the  summit  described  by  Grenier  and  Godron  in 
their  '  Flore  de  France  ; '  the  fiTiit  is  slightly  inflated,  and  the  beak  long 
but  straight.  The  single  specimen  which  I  possess  of  Billot's  No.  2159 
(Fl.  Gnll.  et  Germ.  Exsicc.)  closely  approaches  this  form,  but  it  is  less 
rigid,  and  has  only  a  single  spike  of  fruits.  The  other  form,  occurring  in 
damp  ground  amongst  long  grass,  is  much  taller  and  more  slender  than 
that  just  named;  its  stems  exceed  the  leaves,  and  the  fruit  is  less  inflated, 
so  as  to  be  gradually  attenuated  into  a  beak.  Some  plants  of  this  form, 
which  I  collected  at  Oakmere,  Cheshire,  and  at  Whaley  Bridge,  Derby- 
shire, near  the  reservoir,  agree  very  well  with  the  plant  issued  in  Wirtgen's 
Herb.  Plant.  Select.,  fasc.  vi.  n.  267,  the  chief  difference  being  that  the 
Rhenish  plant  has  the  beak  more  recurved.  Billot's  specimens  of  C.Jlava, 
L.,  from  the  fosse  of  the  citadel  of  Strasburg  (n.  2158),  quoted  by 
Dr.  Syme  as  synonymous  with  his  var.  a.  genii'ma,  do  not  quite  agree 
with  any  Scotch  or  north  English  plant  which  I  have  gathered  or  seen. 
Dr.  Syme  describes  the  female  spikes  of  gemiina  as  not  contiguous,  but 
they  are  all  contiguous  in  the   Strasburg  plant,  while  the  leaves    are 
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rather  longer  than  the  stems,  and  the  lowest  bract  greatly  exceeds  tlie 
male  spike, — the  contrary  being  stated  in  '  English  Botany  '  to  be  the  case. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  Godron,  in  the  Fl.  de  France,  t.  iii.  p.  424, 
like  DV.  Syme,  divides  C.  eu-Jlava  into  var.  a.  genuinn  and  (i.  Icpidocarpa, 
the  former  having  approximate,  and  the  latter  slightly  scattered  s])ikes, 
while  the  var.  a.  ijenuhm  of  '  English   Botany  '  has  the  spikes  not  con- 
tignous,  and  /3.  lepidocirpa  all  ap|)roximate.     The  plants  of  the  north  ol 
England  which   I  have  examined  agree  better  with  Godron's  characters. 
The  fignre  of  C.  (Ederi,  Ehrh.,   given  in   '  English  Botany,'  plate  167+, 
very  accnrately  represents  the  plants  of  Mere  Mere  and  Southport,  which 
also  agree  with  Belgian  specimens  published  in  Van  Heurck's  '  Herbier 
des  Plantes  Rares  ou  Critiques,'  n.  189.      But  Dr.  Syme  quotes   Billot's 
plant  (Fl.  Gall,  et  Germ.  Exsicc,  n.  1352)  as  identical  with  this  species, 
whereas  the  specimens  in  my  set  differ  greatly  from  the  'English  Botany' 
plate  and  description.     In  Billot's  plant  the  male  spikes   are  on  long 
stalks,  while  the  female  spikes  are  widely  separated  from  each  other,  and 
are  not  as  spreading  as  they  are  represen  ed  in  '  English  Botany  ; '   the 
fruits  also  differ  in  not  being  abruptly  narrowed  or  inflated,  and  the  beak, 
instead  of  being  short  and  straight,  as  in  the  Manchester  plants,  is  some- 
what long  and  slightly  recurved.     It  is  worth  noticing,  as  bearing  upon 
the   specific  distinctness  of  this  plant,  that  M.  Cre'pin,  in  his  '  Manuel  de 
la  Flore  de  Belgique,'  mentions  that  it  is  remarkable  in  its  shoots,  put- 
ting forth  every  year  new  tufts  of  leaves   and  new  stems,  which  I  under- 
stand to   mean  that  fresh   stems   appear  simultaneously    with    the    new 
leaves,  instead  of  the  stems  being  produced  from  the  tufts  of  the  preceding 
season,  as  in  most  sedges. — Mr.  Sidebothara,  who  also  exhibited  a  large 
series  of  each  of  the  plants  from  various  localities,  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  they  were  three  distinct  species,  not  ditficult  to  separate  even  in  their 
extreme  forms  ;   and  he  extended  to  all  three  the  remark  of  Dr.  B.  Syme, 
in   the  new  edition   of  '  English  Botany,'  where  he  says,  that  although 
it  might  sometimes  be  difficult  at  first  sight  to  distinguish  the  species, 
when  a  dried  specimen  oidy  was  seen,  he  had  never  found  the  least  diffi- 
culty when   the  plants  were   growing.     The  following  short  characters 
were,  he  thought,  quite  sufficient  to  separate  the  species  from  each  other : 
—  Garexflava;  fruit  yellow,  nuts  large,  beak   very  long,   deflexed.     C. 
lepldocarpa ;   fruit  pale  green  or  yellowish-green,  nuts  smaller  and  beak 
shorter  than  in   C.  Jiaoa,  beak  straight.      C.  (Ederi ;   fruit  pale   yellow, 
nuts  very  much  smaller  than  preceding,   and  more  globular,  beak  very 
much  shorter,   straight.      He   had  never  gathered    C.  Jlaoa  in  tht^  Man- 
chester district,  although  abundant  in  the  north  of  Lancashire  ;  C  tEderi, 
he  reported  as  occurring  abuiulantly  at  Llandudno.     [Is  typical  C.  (Ederi 
ever  found  away  from  the  coast  in  England  ?] 
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Dr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Ball,  and  other  friends  are  about  to  start  on  a  trip  to 
Llorocco,  and  will  penetrate  into  the  interior  if  a  safe-condnct  cnn  be 
obtained  from  the  Emperor  of  that  serai-barbarous  state.  One  of  the 
young  gardeners  from  Kew  will  accompany  the  party  to  assist  in  collecting 
plants. 

Dr.  Seemann  returned  from  Nicaragua  on  the  14th  of  last  month, 
bringing  with  him  several  new  and  Interesting  plants  from  the  Chontales 
gold  region. 

TNlr.  R.  Chambers,  the  supposed  author  of  '  Vestiges  of  Creation,'  is 
dead. 

The  11th  and  12th  decade  of  vol.  xxii.  of  Eeichenbacli's  '  Icones,' 
recently  published,  continues  the  illustration  of  the  genus  TrifoUiivi ;  the 
details  of  the  species  are  extensively  and  accurately  figured. 

From  the  thirteenth  Annual  Eeport  of  the  East  Kent  Natural  History 
Society,  we  regret  lo  learn  that  the  investio;ation  of  the  flora  of  East  Kent 
■was  unavoidably  checked  during  last  year.  We  trust  the  Society  will 
earnestly  set  to  work  aarain  this  season  at  this  inquiry.  Any  notes  on 
the  subject  will  be  gladly  received  by  J.  Reid,  Esq.,  Bridge  Street, 
Canterbury. 

AVe  notice  the  publication  of  Prof.  De  Notaris'  'Epilogo  della  Briologia 
Italiana.' 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  offers  to  its  students  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  a  silver  medal  for  the  best  herbarium  of  Phanerogams  and 
Ferns  collected  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  between  May  1,  1871, 
and  June  1,  1872.  The  specimens  are  to  be  arranged  by  the  natural 
system,  and  sent  in  before  the  2nd  of  July,  1872.  Should  more  than 
one  candidate  be  entitled  to  a  reward,  a  bronze  medal  will  be  given  to  the 
second  in  merit. 

The  vacant  Professorship  of  Natural  History  in  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  R.  O.  Cunningham, 
an  ardent  naturalist,  who  has  but  recently  returned  from  the  survey  by 
H.M.S.  Nassau  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  and  has  just  published  a 
volume  of  Notes  on  its  Natural  History. 

Mr.  Alfred  Smee,  F.R.S.,  is  engaged  in  writing  a  book  upon  his  garden 
at  Carshalton,  Surrey.  Besides  descriptions  of  all  the  plants  wild  and 
cultivated  there,  a  gi'eat  number  of  illustrations  will  be  given. 

Dr.  Karl  Heinrich  Schultz-Schultzenstein,  of  Berlin,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  botanists  in  Germany,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  on  the  morning 
of  March  23rd.  He  hod  been  engaged  at  his  desk  until  past  midnight. 
The  deceased,  though  in  his  seventy-third  year,  was  remarkably  active, 
and  was  a  lecturer  on  physiology  as  well  as  on  botany  in  tlie  University 
of  Berlin,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  since  1822. 

A  bust  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Bennett  has  been  executed  by  Mr.  H.  Weekes, 
R.A.,  and  placed  in  the  Botanical  Department  of  the  British  Museum, 
with  which  Mr.  Beimett  was  so  long  connected. 

Communications  have  been  received  from — J.  Sadler,  Prof.  Thiselton 
Dyer,  Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  J.  11.  Jackson,  T.  B.  Flower,  J.  Britten,  Prof. 
Church,  W.  Carruthers,  etc. 
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SCLERODERMA  GE ASTER,  Fr.,  A  NEW  BRITISH  FUNGUS. 

By  C.  E.  Broome,  F.L.S. 

(Plate  CXVI.) 

Micheli  was  the  first  to  distinguish  Sclei'oderma  Geaster,  Fr.,  in  his 
'  Nova  Genera  Plantaruni,'  p.  219.  t.  99.  fig.  1,  where  he  published  it  as 
a  distinct  species  under  the  name  of  Lycoperdastrum  rotunduni  mcijns. 
After  that  it  appears  to  have  been  passed  over  by  botanical  writers  till 
Persoon  took  it  up  and  designated  the  genus  Scleroderma,  from  its  hard 
integument ;  his  specific  name  for  our  plant,  polyrhlzum,  seems  to  have 
been  less  suitable,  as  it  applies  equally  to  others  of  the  genus. 

Fries,  in  his  '  Systema  Mycologicum,'  iii.  46,  named  the  species  more 
appropriately  S.  Geaster,  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  the  plants  of 
that  genus.  In  his  monograph  of  the  Lycoperdacece,  Vittadini  remarks 
that  the  species  of  Scleroderma  are  few,  but  so  variable  in  character  that 
they  are  only  to  be  recognized  after  a  long  acquaintance.  The  differences 
in  the  colour  of  their  peridia,  the  size  and  form  of  the  uterus,  and  the 
presence  or  absence  of  a  stem,  he  considers  of  little  moment,  nor  are  those 
consisting  in  the  colour  of  the  flesh  and  spores  much  more  reliable,  for  the 
same  species  exhibits  these  of  various  tints,  according  to  differences  of  sod 
and  atmosphere ;  much  depends  on  the  slowness  or  rapidity  of  develop- 
raent,  which  are  manifestly  connected  with  climate  and  temperature.  He 
places  more  reliance  on  a  careful  comparison  of  specimens  from  different 
localities,  and  collected  under  various  atmospheric  conditions,  combined 
with  careful  microscopical  study  of  the  fructification.  The  greater  num- 
ber of  so-called  species  the  Italian  botanist  refers  to  S.  vnlgare,  F.,  S. 
Geaster  being  the  only  other  with  which  he  is  acquainted  which  he  thinks 
worthy  of  specific  rank.  He  describes  it  as  possessing  a  very  thick  peri- 
dium  splitting  at  the  apex  in  a  stellate  manner,  with  a  smooth,  somewhat 
silky  or  furfuraceous  cortex,  of  a  yellowish-grey  colour.  The  flesh  black 
or  brown-purple,  and  the  spores  olive-brown. 

Vittadini  describes  two  varieties,  the  first  is  emergent,  sessile,  globose, 
or  transversely  elongate ;  flesh  at  first  watery-white,  then  black,  varie- 
gated with  white  walls.  The  inner  substance  of  the  peridium,  when  re- 
cent, whitish-yellow;  when  dry,  of  a  pale  woody  tint,  rather  corky;  in  the 
young  condition,  when  dry,  strongly  plieato-rugose,  with  black  flesh  almost 
stony  in  consistence,  shining  when  rubbed.  This  is  frequent  near  Milan 
in  oak-  and  pine-groves  in  autumn.  The  second  variety  is  developed  be- 
neath the  soil,  substipitate,  pear-shaped,  2-5  inches  across  ;  peridium  2  3 
lines  thick,  purplish-white  within,  clothed  with  scales  mixed  with  sand, 
and  of  a  permanent  yellow  colour,  scarcely  rugose  when  dry  ;  flesh  at  first 
watery-white,  hard,  at  length  of  a  dirty  purple  colour,  soft,  variegatetl 
with  wdiite  flocci.  He  adds  that  he  long  considered  these  varieties  as  dis- 
tinct species,  relying  on  Fries,  who  thought  their  characters  pernuauent  ; 
but  afterwards,  on  seeing  S.  Geaster  m  various  localities  and  soils,  he 
found  that  the  one  form  evidently  passed  over  into  the  other,  the  flesh 
assuming  every  tint  between  black  and  bluish-purple. 

The  species  is  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  genus  by  the  singular 
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thickness  of  its  peridium,  and  the  smoothness  of  its  bark,  but  especially 
by  the  stellate  mode  of  the  dehiscence  of  the  peridium. 

Fries  gives  Southern  Europe  and  Carolina  as  its  localities ;  to  these 
may  be  added  La  Calle,  in  Algeria,  as  ]\Iontagne  informs  us  in  the  '  Flore 
d'Algcrie,'  and  Australia,  Drummond,  n.  1(58.  A  comparison  of  tlie 
spores  of  the  British  plant  with  tliose  of  specimens  from  Carolina  exhibits 
scarcely  any  difference,  both  being  rough  and  varying  from  O'OOOS  to 
0-0005  inch  diameter. 

Explanation  op  Plate  CXVI. — Fij;.  1,  2,  3.  Scleroderma  Geaster,  Fr.,  from 
Bpecimeiis  collected  by  Dr.  Bull,  ueur  Hereford,  in  Oct.  1870.  Fig.  4.  Spores 
maguified  700  diameters. 


SERTULUM  CHINENSE  SEXTUM:  A   SIXTH   DECADE   OF 
.     NEW   CHINESE   PLANTS. 

By  H.  F.  Hance,  Ph.D.,  etc. 

1.  Lathyrus  (Orohus)  Davidii,  n.  sp. ;  glaberrimus,  canle  angulato, 
foliis  3-jugis  petiolo  apice  cirrhifero  foliolis  membranaceis  subglaucescen- 
tibus  reticulato-venosis  subrhombeo-ellipticis  utrinque  obtusis  setaceo- 
apiculatis,  stipulis  foliolis  duplo  brevioribus  ac  angustioribus  seraisagit- 
tatis  auriculis  deorsum  productis  vix  divaricatis  obtusiusculis  integerrimis 
vel  subundulatis,  pedunculis  12-15-floris  folia  vix  aequantibus,  calycis 
dentibus  snperioribus  brevibus  triangulatis  3  inferioribus  longioribus 
lineari-setaceis,  corolla  (teste  Davidio)  albida,  leguminibus  immaturis 
glaberrimis  anguste  linearibus  3|^-pollicaribus. 

In  silvis  montosis  ditionis  Pekinensis,  m.  Julio  florentem,  legit  rev.  pat. 
Armandus  David.  (Exsicc.  n.  14880.) 

This  species,  of  which  4he  absence  of  ripe  fruit  on  my  specimen  pre- 
cludes my  giving  a  fuller  diagnosis,  is  allied  to  L.  marUimiis,  Big.,  and 
L.  p/.si/oi'mis,  L.,  and  is  doubtless  the  unnamed  plant  alkided  to  in 
Maximowicz's  '  Index  Florae  Pekinensis.'  In  referring  it  to  the  section 
Orohus,  T  understand  that  group  as  limited  by  Alex.  Braun  and  other 
recent  writers. 

2.  Abrm  mollis,  n.  sp. ;  longe  diffusa  atque  volubilis,  caulibus  raraisque 
pilosis,  foliis  11-16-jugis  petiolis  fulvo-villosis  foliolis  tenuibus  lineari- 
oblongis  snpremis  plerumque  obovatis  truncato-obtusis  setaceo-apiculatis 
9-12  lln.  longis  3-4  lin.  latis  venis  inconspicuis  supra  pnbenti-pilosis 
subtus  dense  villosis,  racemis  fulvido-villosis  folium  dimidium  circiter 
fequantibus,  floribus  3-linealibus  roseo-purpureis  secus  rachin  in  nodis 
brevissimis  4-8  glomeratis,  calyce  dense  incano,  vexilli  ungue  limbo 
triplo  breviore  vaginae  staminese  adhserente,  leguminibus  If  poll,  longis 
pilosis  oblongis  compressis  apiculatis  circ.  8-spermis,  seminibus  ovoideis 
compressis  fusco-brunneis  nitidis  strophiola  parva  apice  in  corniculum 
protracta  annuliformi  hilum  perforatum  funiculum  rigidum  legumini 
adhaerentem  excipiens  cingente. 

In  frutectis  saxosis  ad  Shek-mun,  juxta  Cantonem,  d.  8  Augusti  1869, 
primus  detexit  filius  mens  Alfredus  ;  in  silvuhi  ad  coenobium  Sheung- 
king-tdi,  infra  verticem  inontium  Pak-wan,  m.  Septembri  ejusdem  anni 
iterum  invenit  clarus  Sampson.   (Exsicc.  n.  15806.) 

This  species,  which,  like  A.  cantoniensls,  has  carunculate  seeds,  is  in  the 
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size  and  sliape  of  its  leaflets  and  in  inflorescence  not  unlike  A.  lenulJlort(s, 
Spruce ;  and  I  believe  it  is  closely  allied  to  that,  and  probably  also  to 
A.  mdcuiospermns,  Hassk.,  to  judjz;e  from  the  description.  The  presence 
of  stipellse  in  this  genus,  which  I  had  supposed  myself  the  first  to  indi- 
cate (Seem.  Jonrn.  Bot.  Vol.  VI.  p.  113)  had,  I  find,  already  been  detected 
bv  ray  acute  friend  Dr.  Thvvaites  (Enum.  PI.  Zeyl.  p.  91)  in  A.pulchellus, 
Wall 

3.  Comhretum  (Eneomhretum)  Alfredi,  n.  sp.  ;  frutescens,  erecta  ?,  in- 
novationibus  dense  flavo-glanduloso-lepidotis,  ramis  ferriigineo-tomentosis 
subquadrangulis,  foliis  petiolo  3-lineali  suft'ultis  coriaceis  oblongo-lanceo- 
latis  acuminatis  minute  calloso-apiculatis  iutegerrimis  opacis  flaventi- 
viridibns  4^6  poll,  longis  1^-2^  poll,  latis  utrinqiie  punctis  minutis 
elevatis  asperiusculis  albidis  densissime  obsitis  subtusque  pra?terea  gra- 
nulis  glaudulosis  flavo-brnnneis  conspersis  luci  obversis  sub  leute  creber- 
vime  pellucido-punctatis  costulato-penninerviis  costulis  utrinque  circ.  7—8 
axillis  obscure  barbatis  costa  venisque  subtus  prorainuiis  hirtellis,  spicis 
axillaribus  et  terminalibus  paniculatis  laxis  folio  parum  brevioribus,  raclii 
ferrugineo-tomentosa,  bractcis  foliis  homomorphis  sed  niulto  minoribus, 
bracteolis  setaceis,  calycis  extus  flavido-lepidoti  tubo  ovario  duplo  longiore 
lindjo  ad  medium  usque  4-fido  laciniis  triangulatis  acutis  erectis  fauce 
annulo  densissimo  pilorum  flavorum  exsertorum  corouata,  petalis  flavis 
unguiculatis  obovatis  acutiusculis  lacinias  calyciuas  paruin  superantibus, 
fructu  ,  .  .  ? 

Juxta  viara  a  ripa  fl.  West  River  ad  ingentem  rupem  calcaream  Kai- 
kun-shek,  i.e.  'petra  crista?  galli '  ducentem,  120  mill.  pass,  a  Cantone 
occasum  versus,  de  15  Julii  1870  detexit  filius  meus  Alfredus.  (Exsicc. 
n.  16694.) 

Allied  somewhat  to  C.  TJ'ipldiaman,  Wall.,  and  probably  still  more  to 
C.  neurophyllum,  Miq.,  and  C.  sarcofterum,  Thw,,  and  several  Moluccau 
species,  none  of  which,  however,  I  have  seen. 

4.  Angelica  cltriodora,  n.  sp.  :  caule  simplici  erecto  glabcrrimo  tereti 
elevato-striato  striis  infra  inflorescentiam  minute  serrulatis  2-4-pedali, 
foliis  paucis  distantibus  petiolo  basi  vnginante  suft'ultis  inferioribus  bipiu- 
natis  2-3-jugis  foliolis  2-1-jugis  supcrioribus  pinnatis  vel  trisectis  summis 
abortivis  foliolis  sessilibus  vel  brcvissime  petiolulatis  oblongo-lanceolatis 
iutegerrimis  acutis  opacis  infra  pallidioribus  luci  obversis  pellucido- 
venulosis  raargine  cartilagineo  minute  serrulato  cinctis  costa  venisque 
asperis  8-14  lin.  longis  3-4  lin.  latis,  uudjellis  7-11-radiis,  umbclhdis 
12-14  radiolatis,  involucri  involucellique  pliyllis  7-8  linearibus  reflexis 
radiis  radiolisque  linea  elevata  minute  denticulata  notatis  duplo  triplove 
brevioribus,  calycis  deutibus  ovato-triangulatis  prominulis,  petalis  albis 
distincte  et  abrupte  unguiculatis  orbiculato-ovatis  acumine  rigido  inflcxo, 
fructu  elliptico  compresso  glaberrimo,  mericarpiorum  jugis  primariis 
lateralibus  in  alas  latas  expansis  dorsali  et  intermediis  elevatis  in  fructu 
immaturo  tantum  fistulosis  onuiibus  cum  vallceulis  univittatis,  comuiissura 
lata  bivittata,  stylopodia  cons|)icuo,  stylis  rectis  vel  deniuni  recurvis, 
carpophoro  bipartito,  semine  facile  a  pericarpio  secedente  vittis  tanu'u 
pcricarpio  adhrerentibus. 

Ad  cacumina  raontium  Pakwan,  supra  Cantonem,  d.  8  Octobris,  1SG9, 
sparsim  obviam  invcnerunt  Sampson  et  Uance.   (Exsicc.  n.  16393.) 

The  plant  itself  is  quite  scentless,  but  the  fruit — fresh  or  dried,  ripe  or 
unripe — when  cut  across,  exhales  a  powerful  and  most  delicious  odour, 
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precisely  similar  to  tliat  of  candied  citron  peel.  By  the  prominent  calyx- 
teeth  and  the  fistular  juga  (which  character,  however,  disappears  in  the 
ripe  fruit)  this  agrees  with  the  species  separated  by  Hoffmann  under  the 
name  of  Ostericum ;  by  its  infrajugal  vittfe  it,  however,  differs,  1  believe, 
from  any  Angelica  hitherto  described.  In  young  fruit  the  vittae  are  made 
out  with  the  greatest  difffculty,  but  in  mature  ones,  after  maceration,  they 
are  very  conspicuous.  I  think  the  increase  in  the  number  of  these  organs 
in  the  Chinese  plant,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Bentham  (Gen.  Plant,  i.  917),  that  in  some  species  of  Archangelica  they 
cohere  with  the  fruit  rather  than  the  seed,  points  to  the  advisableness  of 
suppressing  the  latter  genus. 

The  discovery  of  this  plant  is  particularly  interesting,  as  affording  an- 
other instance  of  the  extension  of  northern  Asiatic  forms  to  South  China, 
to  which  I  have  already  on  several  occasions  directed  the  attention  of 
botanists.  The  genus  Angelica  (as  comprehensively,  and  I  believe  natu- 
rally, characterized  by  Mr.  Bentham)  is,  unless  I  err,  entirely  absent  from 
southern  Asia  ;  whilst,  as  compared  with  other  umbelliferous  genera,  it  is 
richly  represented  on  the  north-eastern  Asiatic  seaboard.  Excluding 
Archangelica  (which,  as  mentioned  above,  I  should  prefer  to  unite),  Maxi- 
mowicz  and  Kegel  enumerate  six  species  from  Russian  Manchuria,  and 
the  former  author  two — probably  new  ones — from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Peking;  whilst  the  island  of  Sachalin,  not  yet  thoroughly  explored,  has, 
according  to  F.  Schmidt,  four ;  not  of  course  all  different  from  those  of 
the  mainland.  Miquel  records  only  three  from  Japan,  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  this  number  will  be  augmented ;  though,  as  Ruprecht,  in  his 
'  Revision  der  Umbelliferen  aus  Kamtschatka,'  counts  but  two  species 
from  those  regions ;  Kegel  and  Tilino;  two  from  Avan  in  eastern  Siberia ; 
and  Trautvetter  and  Meyer  only  one  from  Ochotsk ;  we  can  scarcely  per- 
haps expect  additions  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire. 

5.  Ahelia  adenotricha,  n.^sp. ;  frutescens,  ramis  oppositis,  virgatis  tere- 
tibus  basi  perularum  squamis  persistentibus  brunueis  scariosis  auctis 
junioribus  pilis  e  tuberculo  ortis  apice  capitato-glandulosis  densiuscule 
hirtis  vetustioribus  cum  caule  eorumdem  basibus  asperatis  cortice  pallide 
brunueo,  foliis  ovatis  acutis  integerrimis  1-2  poll,  longis,  6-13  lin.  latis, 
petiolo  bilineali  suffultis  utrinque  sed  praecipue  subtus  dense  adpresse 
strigoso-hirlis  subtus  tenuiter  elevato-reticulatis,  pedunculis  ad  ramulorum 
furcaturas  ortis  solitariis  dense  glanduloso-pilosis  ^-1^  poll,  longis  apice 
bracteis  binis  foliaceis  lanceolatis  glanduloso-pilosis  totidem  flores  fulci- 
entibus  munitis,  floribus  in  pedunculo  sessilibus,  corolla?  (delapsa), 
achajniis  bracteas  subaequantibus  oblongis  pilis  capitatis  dense  obsitis 
circ.  4  lin.  longis  calycis  4-partiti  laciniis  oblongis  acutiusculis  uninerviis 
glanduloso-pilosis  inter  se  inaequalibus  ipso  achaeuio  triplo  brevioribus 
coronatis. 

In  vicinitate  Jehol  specimina  fructifera  m.  Maio  invenit  rev.  Armandus 
David.   (Exsicc.  n.  14715.) 

A  species  very  distinct  by  its  hairy  foliage,  glandular  pubescence,  long 
raked  peduncles,  and  small  fruiting-calj'x,  apparently  coming  nearest  my 
A.  Bavidii.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  corolla  of  neither  of  these 
two,  nor  of  A.  Hanceana,  ]\Iart.,  discovered  by  me  on  the  mainland  oppo- 
site Amoy,  should  be  yet  known.  The  present  plant,  in  the  herbarium, 
has  considerable  general  resemblance  to  Lonicera  Alaxiinowicsii,  Rupr.  or 
L.  chrysa)ttha,  Tuixz. 
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0.  Loranthis  Sampsoni,  n.  sp. ;  rarais  teretibiis  cortice  griseo  crebre 
verruculoso,  innovationibus  nifo-lepidotis,  foliis  oppositis  et  alternis  breve 
pttiolatis  ellipiico-lanceolatis  obtusiusculis  denuira  glabris  coriaceis  ob- 
scure peniiiveniis  12-16  lin.  lono;is,  3-4  liii.  latis,  pedunculis  axillaribus 
solitaviis  vel  geminis  folium  dimidium  subseqiiantibus  apice  flores  3-2-1 
pedicellis  brevibus  basi  articulatis  insiflentes  tetrameros  semi-pollicares 
iiasi  bractea  cucullata  acuta  extus  suffidtos  gerentibus,  alabastris  basi 
tetragouis,  calycis  margiiie  baud  producto  truncate,  petalis  liberis  a  basi 
dilatata  linearibus  sub  antliesi  a  medio  arete  refraclis  rubris  sparsim  nifo- 
lepidotis,  staminum  petala  tuquantium  filaraeutis  supernc  liberis  aiitheris 
linearibus,  ovario  urceolato  rufo-furfuraceo,  stylo  stamina  vix  superante 
stigmate  capitate. 

In  arboribus  secus  amnem  Loting,  provinciae  Cantoniensis,  m.  Juuio 
1865  invenit  cl.  T.  Sampson.  (Exsicc.  n.  9013.) 

In  the  dilated  bases  of  the  petals  this  agrees  with  De  Candolle's  Etilo- 
ranth'i  itnf/idcniuti,  which,  however,  Professor  Oliver  has  pointed  out  (Linn. 
Journ.  Bot.  vii.  101)  cannot  be  separated  from  the  hrtvljiori  of  the  same 
author.  In  inflorescence,  except  that  the  peduncle  is  much  longer,  it  re- 
sembles L.  meniecylifoliKs,  W.  and  A.  (belonging  to  quite  another  section), 
and  would,  I  suppose,  come  under  Oliver's  §  20.  This  mode  of  inflores- 
cence, usually  described  as  umbellate,  should  rather  be  called  cymose ; 
and,  except  that  the  flowers  are  pedicelled,  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Xylos- 
teous  Lonlcerce.  Tlie  flowers  are  usually  two  only,  and  the  pedicels 
divaricating. 

7.  Campanula  (Eucodun)  veronici/olla,  n.  sp. ;  radice  crasse  fibrosa, 
caulibus  l-l|^-pedalibus  erectis  angulosis  pilosis  superne  paniculato-ra- 
mosis,  foliis  tenuibus  pilosis  oblongis  acutis  inferioribus  in  petiolum  alatuni 
longe  productis  reliquis  basin  versus  angustatis  sessilibus  margine  acute 
scrratis  1-2  poll,  longis,  medio  3-5  lin.  latis,  bracteis  foliis  homomorphis 
sed  minoribus,  floribus  pedunculatis,  calycis  strigoso-hispidi  tubo  subglo- 
boso  laciniis  lanceolatis  acutis  parum  breviore,  corollse  campanulalaj  pal- 
lide  cperuleee  extus  pilosfe  ad  medium  usque  5-fidpe  lobis  lanceolatis  acutis 
calyce  paulo  longioribus,  autheris  vix  ad  basin  corolire  loborum  altingcnti- 
bus,  ovario  triloculari,  stylo  robusto  corolla  breviore  stigmatibus  tribus 
linearibus  crassis  recurvis. 

In  alluviis  fluvii  North  Eiver,  ditionis  Cantoniensis,  versus  finem  m. 
Februarii  a.  1869,  detexit  Sampson.   (Exsicc.  n.  15-177.) 

Very  closely  allied  to  C.  colorata.  Wall.  The  leaves  are  a  good  deal 
like  those  of  Conyza  jnponica.  Less.  (  =  C.  veronicifoUa ,  Wall.). 

8.  Linaria  (Llnnr'uislrnm)  quadrifoUa,  n.  sp. ;  erecta,  simplex,  glabcr- 
rima,  foliis  lanccolato-linearibus  acutis  trinerviis  nervo  medio  subtus  pro- 
minulo  omnibus  quaternatim  vcrticillatis  axillis  sfiope  foliiferis  vcrlicillis 
intervallo  foliis  ipsis  fere  irquilongo  scjunctis,  racemo  coiifcrto,  pedicellis 
glaberrimis  bractea  subbrevioribus  calyci  circitcr  a?(iuilongis,  laciniis 
calycinis  ovato-lanceolatis  acutis,  corolhc  8-9  lin.  longas  lute;r  palato  bar- 
bate crocee  calcare  tubi  lengitudine  vel  eo  breviore  (capsula  scminibusque 
ignetis) . 

In  ditiene  Pekinensi  rarius  vigentem  invenit  rev.  A.  David.  (Exsicc. 
n.  15594.) 

This  plant  was  taken  by  its  discoverer  for  L.  vulgaris.  Mill.,  from  which 
it  is  surely  distinct  by  its  much  smaller  flowers,  smooth  pedicels,  and 
especially  by  the  leaves  arranged  in  distant  whorls  of  four.     In  the  ab- 
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sence  of  ripe  fruit  and  seeds,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  it  belongs  to 
the  subsection  Grandes  or  to  Speclosee ;  but  I  believe  its  nearest  ally  to  be 
L.  (jeminijlora,  F.  Schmidt,  of  which  I  possess  specimens  from  the  Man- 
churian  coast  (Bushnell),  and  from  Sachaliu  (Conolly),  It  is  perhaps 
the  plant  doubtfully  referred  by  Bunge  to  L.  iinifolia,  respecting  which 
he  gives  no  further  information. 

9.  Macaranr/a  Sampsoni,  n.sp.;  arborea,  dioica,  ramis  ramulis  petio- 
lisque  flocco  fulvo  deraura  deraso  vel  evanescente  obtectis,  foliis  coriaceis 
orbiculari-  vel  deltoideo-ovatis  breviter  calloso-dentatis  a^pice  subito  an- 
gusto-cuspidatis  basi  late  rotiindatis  atque  angustissime  peltatis  penni- 
atque  basi  subpalmati-nerviis  junioribus  fulvo-floccosis  maturis  supra  gla- 
berrimis  subtus  ferrugineo-hirsutis  atque  granulis  ilavis  glandulosis  dense 
obsitis  costulis  venisque  secundariis  infra  promiuulis  5-6  poll,  longis, 
3^-.5  poll,  latis,  petiolo  2-5-pollicari  pubescente,  paniculis  (^  folio  triplo 
brevioribus  a  basi  fere  ramosis,  bracteis  trilinealibus  ovato-lanceolatis 
caudatis  iitrinque  1-3-dentatis  dense  ferrugineo-hirsutis  atque  glandulis 
nonnidlis  flavis  conspersis,  fioribus  5-6  fasciculatis  bracteis  superatis, 
perigonii  profunde  3-lobi  lobis  ovatis  acutis  villoso-hirsutis,  stamini- 
bus  plerumque  3  rarius  4  antheris  semper  4-locularibus,  paniculis  fructi- 
geris  laxis  petiolo  plerumque  circ.  aequilongis,  bracteis  uti  in  (^,cap- 
sulse  coccis  binis  ultra  medium  connatis  ovoideis  subcompressis  inermibus 
glandulis  ceraceis  flavis  densissime  obtectis  2-2|  lin.  longis,  stigmatibus 
arete  adpressis  recurvis  cocconim  verticem  attingentibus,  seminibus  ovoi- 
deis testa  fusca  rugosa. 

In  silvis  supra  coenobium,  Ting-ii-shan,  secus  fl.  West  Eiver,  80  mill, 
pass,  a  Cantone  occasnm  versus  (^  floriferam  d.  15  Junii  1869,  eodemque 
loco  denuo  $  fructigeram  d.  10.  Julii  1870,  legit  indefessus  Sampson. 
(Exsicc.  11.  15620.) 

This  falls  into  Joh.  Mueller's  section  Mappa ;  but  it  does  not  agree 
apparently  with  any  spccies^described  by  him,  and  his  subdivisions  are 
purely  artificial,  and  arranged  solely  to  facilitate  determination ;  though 
the  characters  he  relies  on  are  by  no  means  constant,  as,  for  example,  the 
relative  length  of  limb  and  petiole.  Dr.  Hooker  has  recently,  in  his 
edition  of  the  late  Professor  Harvey's  '  Genera  of  South  African  Plants,' 
restored  the  genus  Mappa.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  impossible  to  re- 
gard it  as  generically  distinct  from  Macaranga,  which  in  respect  of  priority 
is  eighteen  years  older.  Mappa,  moreover,  is  objectionable  as  a  name, 
from  its  too  great  resemblance  in  sound  to  the  Olacaceous  genus  Mappia. 

10.  Hotihijllla  molUcoma,  n.sp.;  culmis  farctis  erectis  4-5  pedalibus 
tomeutosis  hinc  latere  canaliculatis,  foliis  e  basi  rotundato-cordata  lanceo- 
lato-linearibus  acuminatis  cum  vaginis  nodisque  dense  moUiter  sericeo- 
hirsutis  infcrioribus  pedaliijus  et  ultra  S  lin.  latis,  ligula  scariosa  vix  pro- 
ducta,  spicis  axillaribus  solitariis  folio  din  involutis  fragillimis  tripoUicari- 
bus,  spiculaj  sessilis  gluma  exteriore  crassa  dimidiato-ovata  couspicue 
tessellato-scrobioulata  pilosa,  spicula  pedicellata  ad  rudimentum  minimum 
reducla. 

In  fossis  et  ad  margines  fruticetorum  ins.  Danoruui,  Whampoce,  primus 
dotexi  m.  Octobri  1861.  (Exsicc.  n.  7558.) 

Apparently  a  quite  distinct  species,  which  Dr.  Tlnvaites  considers  very 
close  to  his  R.  iiigrescens ;  which  it  is  not  unlike  in  aspect,  though  with 
broader  leaves,  and  differences  in  the  floral  characters. 


135 

A   SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE   'FLORA  YECTENSIS.' 

By  Alexander  G.  More,  F.L.S.,  M.R.LA. 

{^Continued  from  page  76.) 

f  MattJuola  iucaiia,  R.  Br.  First  noticed  in  Snooke's  '  Flora  Vcc- 
tiana '  (1823)  as  a  C/teiranthus,  not  easily  accessible,  growing  on  the 
cliff  between  Conipton  and  Freshwater  Gate.  Probably  an  escape  from 
cultivation  at  some  remote  date. 

Nmlnriiinn  officinale,  R.  Br.,  var.  siifoUum,  Reich.  Millpond  at  Lower 
Knighton,  and  in  Alverstone  Lynch. 

Obs.  Barbarea  vitIffaris,lii.Bi-.,  "var.  ^."  Dr.  Bromfield's  specimens, 
gathered  at  Calbourne,  seem  to  be  merely  a  form  of  B.  vulgaris,  and  cer- 
tainly do  not  belong  to  B.  stricta,  Fries.  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker  refers  them  to 
B.  vulgaris,  var.  sylvestris,  of  Fries. 

Cardamine  sylvaiica.  With.  Omitted  in  '  Flora  Yectensis.'  Is  not  un- 
frequent  in  damp  woods  and  moist  shady  places.  (See  '  Phytologist,' 
vol.  iii.  p.  337.) 

'* Di-ploiaxis  tenuifoUa,  De  Cand.  On  the  high  bank  above  Cliff  End 
Fort,  from  1865  to  1868,  in  no  great  quantity,  and  probably  introduced 
(Dr.  G.  R.  Tate). 

■\Brassica  oleracea,  L.,  has  quite  disappeared  from  the  foot  of  Culver 
Cliil' (F.  Stratton).  Though  the  kind  of  locality  seemed  wild  enough, 
and  the  "  Wild  Cabbage  "  was  gathered  there  for  many  years,  still  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  may  have  originated,  like  the  Maithiola,  from  some 
seeds  accidentally  brought  by  the  wind  or  other  accident. 

\_Algssum  calyciuum,  L.  A  few  plants  growing  among  clover  at  Lower 
Hide  Farm,  near  Shanklin,  1858  (Rev.  T.  Salwey)  ;  not  noticed  since. 
Evidently  introduced  with  the  clover-seed.] 

Draba  verna,  L.  The  varieties  Erophila  majnscula,  Jord.,  and  E.  bra- 
chjcarpa,  Jord.,  occur  in  company  with  many  intermediate  forms,  which  I 
cannot  strictly  refer  to  any  of  Jordan's  species.  On  St.  Helen's  Spit  T 
have  found  a  few  plants  with  elliptical  pods,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  much 
inflated  as  in  the  alpine  variety  "  iiijlata.'^ 

Cochlearia  officinalis,  L.  Round  the  new  fort  at  the  Needles  (Dr.  G. 
E.  Tate)  ;  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  in  Scratchell's  Bay. 

C.  anglica,  L.  West  bank  of  the  Medina  (F.  Stratton)  ;  salt-marshes 
at  Newtown  (J.  G.  Baker)  ;  on  the  Down  between  Alum  Bay  and  the 
Needles  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate),  a  most  unusual  locality ;  shores  of  Wootton 
Creek. 

C.  danica,  L.  On  the  shingly  beach  below  Tyne  House,  Bembridge, 
ill  18G1,  probably  the  offspring  of  seeds  transported  from  the  mainland; 
at  the  Needles  Fort,  in  1868  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate)  ;  at  King's  Quav,  plenti- 
fully, in  1809  (J.  Pristo  and  F.  Stratton). 

\Camdina  fcetida,  Fries.  Among  Flax  ;  in  a  field  of  Vetches  and  Oats 
at  Pan,  near  Newport,  1870  (F.  Stratton,  '  Journal  of  Botanv,'  Vol.  Vlll. 
p.  256).] 

■\Thlaspi  arvense,  L.  Among  turnips  at  Sandford,  near  Godshill,  in 
some  plenty,  October,  1860. 

[Iberis  amara,  L.  One  plant  only,  gathered  by  ]\lr.  Stratton  in  Grange 
Chine,  near  Brightstone,  1868  :  certainly  an  escape.] 

\Lejjidimn  Smi/hii,  Hook.     In  ground  recently  disturbed  at  the  back 
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of  Sea  Grove,  near  Sea  View,  abundant  in  July,  1858,  less  so  in  1859-60, 
and  not  a  root  left  in  1863.  Hedge  close  to  the  windmill  at  Bembridge, 
1859,  probably  sprung  from  seeds  conveyed  with  corn.  I  have  seen  L. 
S.intJiii  in  Ireland  and  in  North  Wales  in  situations  where  it  has  every 
appearance  of  being  native. 

XCoronopus  di(J\jma,  Sm.  A  single  plant  in  a  garden  at  Niton  (Miss 
E.  S.  Kirkpatrick)  ;  on  a  bank  surrounding  the  farmyard  at  Dodner, 
near  Newport,  in  some  plenty  ;  also  by  the  Medina  at  West  Medina  Mill. 
By  the  shore  at  East  Cowes,  and  in  the  Queen's  brickyard  in  Whipping- 
ham  (F.  Stratton). 

\Imtis  tinctoria,  L.  In  a  field  of  sown  grass  at  Bembridge  in  1858. 
Only  two  or  three  plants  in  the  following  year.] 

RapJianus  maritimus,  Sm.  On  shingle  in  a  little  cove  between  Steep- 
hill  and  St.  Lawrence  (A.  J.  Hambrough)  ;  "  very  sparingly  in  1858,  as 
if  recently  established,"  but  tolerably  abundant  from  1859  to  1862. 
Probably  the  seeds  were  drifted  from  Freshwater  Cliffs. 

Crambe  maritima,  L.  A  single  root  "  of  doubtful  origin  "  in  a  cove 
near  Steephill !  (A.  J.  Hambrough)  ;  one  plant  by  the  pier  at  Osborne  (J. 
Pristo  and  F.  Stratton,  1867);  in  Totland  Bay,  '  Phvtologist,'  N.  s.  vol. 
ii.  p.  20i.  1857. 

Reseda  lutea.  Downs  above  Ventnor  and  Steephill  (A.J.  Hambrough) ; 
cornfields  at  St.  Lawrence  and  near  Ashey  ;  a  few  plants  on  St.  Helen's 
Spit,  conveyed  with  chalk  marl ;  a  single  root  on  the  shore  at  Sea  Grove, 
similarly  introduced;  on  the  race-course  on  Buccombe  Down  (R.  Tucker). 
No  doubt  introduced  in  many  of  its  localities. 

HeUcodhemum  vulgare,  Gcertn.  Var.  "^.  petalis  basi  aurantiis," 
Snooke  in  his  '  Flora  Vectiana,'  p.  22.  This  variety  is  by  no  means  rare 
in  the  Undercliff,  and  I  have  also  found  it  on  Ashey  Down.  The  flowers 
are  marked  with  a  dark  yellow  or  orange  ring  at  the  base  of  the  corolla ; 
sometimes  this  ring  is  doulde,  and  I  have  seen  occasionally  a  few  purplish 
marks  towards  the  top  of  the  petals  in  the  same  flowers,  but  in  other 
respects  the  variety  does  not  differ  from  the  usiial  forms  of  H.  vulgare. 

Fiola  hirta,  L.  With  pinkish  or  flesh-coloured  flowers  at  Luccombe, 
perhaps  a  hybrid  between  V.  hirta  and  F.  odorata. 

V.  sylvatica.  Fries  ;  V.  Reiclienhach'mna,  Bor.  In  woods  and  shady 
places  about  Bembridge;  in  Centurion's  Copse  abundantly  (1860);  at 
Brading,  Puckpool,  Quarr  Copse,  Binstead,  and  in  the  landslip  at  Luc- 
combe, but  much  less  common  than  V.  Rwiniana. 

V.  cauina,  L.  and  Fries.  Pasture  field  between  St.  Helens  and  Fivens, 
1859;  in  heathy  ground  near  Ninham  Farm;  top  of  Shanklin  Down,  a 
plant  or  two  only  ;  foot  of  Bleak  Down,  near  Godshill  (A.  J.  Hambrough) ; 
quite  rare. 

'\V.  tricolor,.  L.  At  Shanklin  I  have  found  in  arable  land  a  few  plants 
with  large  and  altogether  purple  petals :  also  near  Ryde  a  plant  or  two 
which  seem  to  belong  to  V.  tricolor  rather  than  to  V.  arvensis. 

Poll/gala  depressa,  Wand.  On  St.  Boniface  Down  and  Colwell  Heath 
(A,  J.  Hambrough)  ;  on  Pan  Common,  and,  I  believe,  frequent  in  heathy 
and  boggy  places  on  sand. 

DianlJiKS  Arnieria,  L.  Apparently  quite  extinct  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
I  have  sought  for  it  unsuccessfully  for  several  years  in  the  only  known 
locality,  a  sandpit  at  the  side  of  Morton  Lane. 

[/>.  prvlifer,  \j.  Tlie  sandy  banks  and  pasture  ground  where  it  used 
to  grow  are  now  completely  built  over.] 
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Obs.  B.  ddloides,  L.     Was  observed  by  the  Rev.  E.  Venables  in  the 

grounds  of  "  Tlie  Hermitan'e,"  growing  on  land  previously  cultivated. 
Miss  E.  Twining  included  D.  ddtoiJes  in  a  list  of  Isle  of  Wight  plants 
which  she  sent  to  Mr.  Watson,  but  I  fear  that  the  plant  has  no  claim  to 
be  considered  native,  or  even  permanently  estaldished. 

*Sapoyiarin  officinalis,  L.  Cliif  below  the  Port  at  Freshwater  Gate, 
but  not  native  (K.  C.  Watson)  ;  hedge  close  to  Brightstone,  an  escape 
from  or  adjoining  to  a  garden  (R.  Tucker). 

Obs.  Silene  noctiflora,  L.  Must  be  erased  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  list, 
as  Mr.  Harabrough  told  me  that  he  felt  uncertain  about  the  single  specimen 
which  he  once  picked  when  out  shooting. 

Sagina  cilinta.  Fries.  In  a  furze  brake  at  Steephill  (A.  J.  Hambrough)  ; 
on  a  bank  near  Sandown  ;  in  the  Warren  at  Alum  Bay;  at  Luccombe  ; 
gravel  pit  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  to  Fishbourne  and  Ryde  (Rev.  A. 
M.  Norman),  etc.,  but  far  less  common  than  S.  apetala. 

S.  amhigna,  Lloyd.  On  sandy  banks  near  the  Fort  in  Sandown  Bay, 
1856.  This  is,  I  believe,  a  seaside  form  of  S.  cilialu,  with  fleshy  leaves 
and  stouter  habit. 

S.  snbtdata,  Sw.  On  Freshwater  Down,  near  the  site  of  the  former 
lighthouse  (A.  J.  Hambrough). 

XSpergida  arvensis,  L.  In  the  Isle  of  Wight  I  have  found  only  the 
variety  (i.  vulgaris  (Bonng.).  This  agrees  with  the  experience  of  Le 
Jolis  and  Mabille  on  the  opposite  const  of  France. 

Siellaria  tteglecia,  Weihe.  In  damp  shady  places,  rather  scares.  North 
side  of  Centurion's  Copse,  1860  ;  roadside  near  Apse  Heath  and  near 
Shanklin  ;  in  Cowpit  Cliff  Wood,  with  pedicels  quite  glabrous  and  smaller 
petals  ;  near  Landguard  Farm  and  near  Great  Combley  Farm.  Well 
marked  in  the  most  typical  form  by  the  ten  stamens,  the  long-reflected 
pedicels,  and  the  large  petals,  which  catch  the  eye  even  when  the  flower 
is  closed  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  plants  often  occur  which  it  is 
difficult  to  refer  to  S.  neglecta  or  .S'.  media. 

S.  Boraana.  Jord.  =  Afsi?ie  pallida,  Dum.  Sandhills  at  St.  Helens  and 
above  Sandown  Bay.  Still  less  distinct  from  S.  media  than  th^;  former. 
Ryde  and  Niton  (Bromf.),  sub  var.  y. 

Cerastium  triviale,  (3.  holosteoidcs.  Fries.  On  the  top  of  Shanklin 
Down,  sparinglv ;  on  Bembridge  Down,  near  the  Fort,  with  C.  piimilum, 
1858. 

C.  pumilum.  Curt.  Abundant  on  Bembridge  Down,  especially  near  the 
edge  of  the  cliff,  1858;  on  Brading  Down;  Afton  Down,  Freshwater. 
This  plant  is  very  different  from  both  C.  setnidecandruiii  and  C.  triviale, 
but  is  very  closely  allied  to  C.  tetrandrum,  to  which  it  is  indeed  joined 
as  a  variety  by  Cosson  and  Germain.  Besides  that  the  edge  of  the 
bract  is  membranous,  the  stems  of  C.  piimilitiii  branch  in  a  more  rt'<>-ular 
manner  from  about  the  middle,  wliih;  in  C.  tdrandrum.  the  stems  br.uich 
from  quite  low  down,  and  the  dichotomy  is  developed  on  one  side  onlv. 
In  the  shape  and  veining  of  the  petals,  C.  pioiiiliim  agrees  closelv  with  C. 
tetrandrum,  while  both  differ  from  C.  semidecaudrum.  The  plant  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Bromfield  as  growing  near  the  Ferry  House  at  St.  Helen's 
is  Q.  tetrandrnm. 

C.  tetrandrnm,  Curt.  Occurs  in  a  few  places  at  some  distance  from  the 
sea,  as  on  Ninham  Heath  and  Pan  Common.  I  once  found  on  Pan 
Common  a  hvi  plants  with   the  foliage   and  stems  qiute  glabrous,  calyx 
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also  glabrous  nnd  bordered  with  purple,  aud  which  seem  analogous  to 
the  corresponding  variety  Jiolosteoides  of  C.  triviale. 

Jrenaria  leptoclados,  Gva?..  In  cultivated  fields  and  on  wall-tops; 
more  frequent  than  the  typical  A.  serpyllifulia.  At  Beml)ridge,  1859, 
Hyde,  Godshill,  Sandown,  Freshwater,  etc. 

J.  Lluydii,  Jordan.  Plentiful  on  the  sandhills  of  St.  Helen's  Spit, 
1859.     On  the  site  of  the  former  Needles  Lighthouse  (H.  C.  Watson). 

Lepigonum  riipicola,  Lebel.  Plentiful  on  the  rocks  in  the  landslip  at 
Luccombe,  1859;  clifts  under  Bonchurch  and  Yentnor;  along  the  Un- 
dercliflf  and  at  Niton  and  Blackgang;  sandy  clifl's  at  Brightstone;  Compton 
Bay,  and  all  over  the  cliffs  at  Freshwater.     A  very  distinct  species. 

L.  rubrum,  Fries.  Sandy  heaths ;  about  Godshill,  Sandown,  etc. ; 
frequent. 

Lepigonum  sallnum,  Presl. ;  L.  neglectiim,  Kindberg,  dim.  On  banks 
and  waste  places  near  the  sea,  and  in  salt  marshes,  plentiful  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  (1860).  In  the  marshes  north  of  Brading 
Harbour  I  have  found  what  I  believe  to  be  the  true  L.  medium  of  Fries, 
a  smaller  plant  with  smooth  seeds  and  a  leafy  panicle. 

L.  mariniim,  AVahl. ;  L.  marginatum,  DC.  Very  common  in  the  wet- 
test part  of  salt  marshes,  on  ground  occasionally  overflowed  at  high  tide. 
I  have  tried  the  experiment  of  sowing  the  seeds  in  ordinary  soil,  and 
the  plants  which  came  up  still  retained  the  characters  and  habits  of  the 
parents. 

^Hypericum  Jiircinum,  L.  A  single  bush  was  once  found  by  the  Uev. 
T.  Salwey  at  Shanklin,  growing  on  a  hedgebank  close  to  a  garden.] 

Obs.  H.  maculatum,  Flor.  Vect.  Appendix.  Mr.  J.  Woods  kindly  sent 
me  the  specimen  which  he  found  near  Niuham  Farm,  and  having  myself 
gathered  the  same  plant  in  this  locality,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  a  form  of 
//.  perforatum.  It  has  the  leaves  all  perforated  with  numerous  pellucid 
dots. 

Geranium  Robertiannm ,  L.,  var.  pnrpureum,  Forst.  At  the  foot  of  tlie 
Culver  Cliff  (Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould)  ;  in  Steephill  Cove,  with  Raphanus 
marilimtts  (J.  G.  Baker).  The  plant  on  the  shore  near  the  Priory  seems 
to  agree  best  with  G.  semiglabrum  of  Jordan. 

G.  molle,  L.,  var.  parv'ijlorum  (var.  y,  of  Bromfield).  On  St.  Helen's 
Spit,  etc.  A  small-flowered  and  procumbent  variety,  with  leaves  more 
deeply  cut  than  usual. 

G.  pusillnm,  L.  Iloadside  at  Yaverland,  sparingly ;  field  between  Grove 
and  Alverstone  ;  near  Godshill. 

\_G.  pratense,  L.  A  single  plant  on  the  border  of  a  grass  field  close  to 
the  barracks  at  Sundown;  no  doubt  introduced.] 

\_G.  striatum,  L.  Appears  well  established  in  the  hedge  of  a  cottage 
garden  at  Alverstone.  Mr.  J.  Pristo  has  also  sent  me  a  specimen  found 
in  a  hedge  near  Wootton,  where  it  has  been  observed  for  several  years.] 

\_Erodium  moschatum,  Sm.  On  a  strip  of  turf  under  the  paling  of  a 
cottage  garden  at  St.  Helen's  Green  fl860).  Not  now  cultivated,  but 
no  doubt  introduced  in  so  sTispicious  a  locality.] 

Oxalis  Acetosella,  L.  The  variety  with  purplish  flowers  grew  formerly 
in  a  wood  near  Landguard  (Major  Smith). 

Ulex  Gallii,  Planch.  Heath  east  of  Newport  (1852).  Stapler's 
Heath,  and  the  south-east  parts  of  Parkhurst  Forest,  always  accompanied 
by  plants  intermediate  between  it  and  U.  nanus  (F.  Stratton,  1868).     Le 
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Jolis  finds  the  same  connecting  links  at  Cherbourg,  and  describ3s  no  less 
than  eighteen  fonns.      (Mem.  Soc.  Scient.  Nat.  de  Clierb.  vol.  i.  1853.) 

U.  nanus,  Linn.  On  St.  Helen's  Spit,  near  Sandown,  Shanklin,  New- 
port, and  in  other  parts ;  frequent,  and  usnally  accompanied  by  U.  Gallii. 

Obs.  Oiionis  arvensis,  L.  The  variety  yS,  mentioned  by  Snooke,  in  his 
*  Flora  Vectiana,'  p.  28,  and  which  I  have  gathered  between  Brading  and 
St.  Helen's,  is  a  form  of  0.  arvensis,  rather  more  spinose  than  usual,  not 
O.  campestris,  Koch,  which  has  not  yet  been  found,  though  recoi'ded  by 
Dr.  Bromfield  and  Dr.  Trimen,  as  occurring  on  the  opposite  coast  of 
Hampshire. 

Medicago  denticulata,  Willd.     On  the  sea-bank  near  Quarr  Abijey. 

*Melilotits  a?'censis,  Willd.  A.inong  clover  and  sown  grass  in  cultivated 
fields,  and  on  their  borders;  frequent,  but  apparently  introduced  with  the 
crop.  Beinbridge  Down,  1856.  St.  Lawrence,  Freshwater,  etc.  Pro- 
bably nearly  all  the  localities  given  by  Dr.  Bromfield  for  M.  vulgaris, 
Willd.  (M.  alba,  Lam.),  belong  really  to  M.  ai-vensis. 

\_M.  alba.  Lam.,  M.  lencantha,  Koch.  Clover  field  at  AU'crstone, 
Whippingham  (J.  Pristo).] 

Falaatnla  ornllhopodloides,  Brot.  On  the  village  green  at  St.  Helen's. 
Near  Totland's  Bay  (Dr.  G.  K.  Tate). 

Trifolium  medium,  L.  North  side  of  Brading  Down  (Major  Smith). 
Banks  near  Cowes,  (Snooke,  in  Fl.  Vect.)  Parkhurst  Forest  (F.  Srratton), 

T.  arvense,  L.  Knighton  East  Copse,  by  the  footpath ;  rarely  seen 
inland. 

T.  striatum,  L.  In  Totland's  Bay  (G.  R.  Tate)  ;  near  the  Po4  Office 
at  Freshwater  (R.  Tucker)  ;  plentiful  in  a  lane  near  King's  (^  lav  (J. 
Pristo). 

T.  scabrum,  L.  Compton  Bay  (A.  J.  Harabrough)  ;  Watcombe  Bay  ; 
and  Hampstead  Spit. 

T.  (jlomeratnm,  L.  Earthen  bank  on  St.  Helen's  Green;  abive  Red 
Cliff  in  Sandov/n  Bay  with  Vicia  lathy roides.  Blackgang  !  (E.  Crosfield) 
I  suspect  that  the  locality  of  St.  Catherine's,  given  for  T.  suffucatum 
belongs  rather  to  this  species. 

\T.  hybridnm,  L.  Parkhurst  Forest,  and  about  Whippingham,  Black- 
water,  etc.  (F.  Stratton)  ;  plentiful  in  a  clover  field  at  Hampstead  (J.  G. 
Baker).] 

[r.  patens,  Schreb.  One  root  in  a  clover  field  between  Thorley  and 
Ningwood  (J.  G.  Baker). 

T.  filiforme,  L.  Near  Bembridge  ;  St.  Helen's  Spit;  top  of  Shanklin 
Down  ;  pastures  near  the  Wilderness,  Luccombe,  etc.  ;   but  not  common. 

[Vicia  liitea,  L.  "  h\  Mr.  Watson's  herbarium  a  specimen  is  pre- 
served, which  was  sent  to  him  by  Miss  M.  M.  Atwood,  who  has  kindly 
informed  me  that  it  was  gathered  by  INliss  l^'urber  on  a  rough  ])iece  of 
waste  ground  near  Sandown  in  ISdO;"  Mr.  T.  15.  Flow(>r,  who  h  i-^  srcn 
n  memorandum  left  by  Dr.  Bromfuld,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  heard  of 
the  occurrence  of  the  plant,  but  had  not  seen  a  specimen.] 

V.  angustifolia,  var.  segetalis,  Thuil.  Hedges  near  Hillways,  Hem- 
bi-idge,  1860.  Hedge  near  Freshwater  House  (J.  G.  Baker).'  Hedges 
near  East  Standen,  and  at  Alverstone  (F.  Stratton). 

F.  lalliyroides,  L.  Near  the  footpath  along  the  top  of  Red  Clilf  in 
Sandown  Bay,  sparingly  (1860). 

Obs.  iMihyrns  maritiimcs,  Bg.     I  fear  some  mistake  about  this  plant. 
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On  the  bencli  in  Sandowti  Bay,  and  also  on  the  sliore  at  Shanklin,  I  have 
found  stunted  plants  of  L.  sylvestris,  which  may  have  led  to  the  error. 

*Onohrychls  sativa,  Lam.  In  no  locality  where  it  can  be  considered 
indisputably  native.  The  banks  and  slopes  on  which  it  occurs  are  always 
adjacent  to  cultivated  land,  or  have  themselves  in  many  cases  been 
ploughed.  On  Bembridge  Down  close  to  tilled  ground.  Above  a  chalk- 
pit on  Arreton  Down,  but  close  to  a  cultivated  field.  On  AftonDown  and 
Buccombe  Down,  the  relics  of  cultivation  (K.  Tucker). 

:j:  PnoiKS  dumestica  (Flora  Vectensis).  From  its  round  fruit  and 
thorny  branches  is,  I  believe,  the  same  as  the  P.  visiiiiia  of  the  French 
Floras,  and  most  authors  ;  while  Dr.  Bromfield's  "  P.  itisltltia"  is  in  great 
part  the  P.  fridicmis  of  Grenier  and  Godron,  Boreau,  etc.  Both  look  as 
if  planted  originally  in  the  hedges  where  they  usually  occur. 

*Poterium  miiricatum,  Spacli.  Only  in  and  near  to  cultivated  fields ; 
plentifully  in  a  field  of  sown  grass  at  i3embridge  in  1858.  A  few  plants 
by  the  roadside  on  Ashey  Down,  and  plentiful  in  an  adjacent  cultivated 
field,  1858  ;  near  Steephill  (Mr.  Hambrough).  In  a  field  of  sown  grass 
above  Great  Wood,  Shanklin. 

A(jrimonia  odorota,  ]\ldl.  In  thickets  and  under  hedges,  rare.  About 
Niton  (Mr.  W.  Mathews,  1855,  '  Phytologist,'  N.s.  vol.i.  p.  191).  A  \&\v 
plants  in  Marshcombe  Copse,  Yaverland ;  in  Bordwood  Copse  ;  hedge 
south  of  Briddlesford  Heath.  Hedge  near  Merry  Gardens  (Rev,  H.  H. 
Crewe).     IS  ear  Merston  (F.  Strattoii). 

\_Alclieiuillu  vulgaris,  Linn.  A  single  patch  was  found  (1849)  by  Dr. 
Bell  Salter  in  the  grounds  of  Tyne  Hall,  Bembridge,  where  it  had  been 
no  doubt  introduced.] 

KuBUS.  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker,  during  a  short  visit  which  he  paid  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight  in  the  summer  of  1868,  made  a  collection  of  all  the  forms 
which  he  saw,  amounting  to  about  fifty,  and  has  kindly  favoured  me  with 
the  following  notes  : — "• 

Ritbus  siibei-ectus,  Anders.  Seen  only  once,  but  very  characteristic  as 
regards  prickles,  etc.,  in  the  Tinker's  Dell,  in  Apse  woods. 

R.  pUcatits,  W.  et  N.  Plentiful  in  the  marsh  at  Freshwater  gate,  and 
gathered  also  on  Ningwood  Common. 

R.  rhamnifoUus,  W.  et  N.  Several  forms  which  Babington  would 
include  here.  Bloxam's  typical  rhamniJolmH,  with  a  small,  long-stalked, 
finely-toothed,  terminal  leafiet,  scarcely  cordate  at  the  base,  in  hedges,  at 
Stapler's  Heath,  near  Newport ;  a  larger,  more  cordate-leaved  form,  with 
the  inflorescence  scarcely  more  than  racemose,  near  the  same  place ;  a 
form  quite  agreeing  with  the  common  north  country  plant,  which  Bloxam 
and  AVarren  call  ajjiuis,  on  Colwell  Heath  ;  and  a  plant  with  cordate  leaves 
a  good  deal  felted  beneath,  at  Ningwood  Common. 

R.  Lindleianns,  Lees.  Satisfactoiy  and  typical,  in  the  Tinker's  Hole, 
at  Apse,  and  at  Stapler's  Heath,  near  Newport. 

R.coryUfoliiis,  Sm.  Next  to  discolor,  apparently  the  commonest  Bram- 
ble everywhere  through  the  island. 

R.  Baljourianm,  Blox.  I  saw  a  plant  which  Babington  places  here  in 
a  hedge  at  Brading,  and  again  in  two  or  three  places  along  the  Underclift", 
west  of  Ventnor.  This  is  not  exactly  Bloxam's  original  Balfowriunus, 
aiid  (lifters  from  corylifolius,  principally  by  the  sepals  adpressed  to  the 
fruit,      (jtenevier  labels  it  "  degener." 

R.  discolor,  W.  et  N.     By  far  the  commonest  Bramble  through  the 
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island,  keeping-  its  characters  well,  as  it  does  in  Yorkshire,  not  running 
into  other  things  (^leucostachys,  macrophyllus,  etc.)  as  it  does  about  Lon- 
don. The  nniversal  Vectian  form  is  the  common  English  one,  R.  rmti- 
canns  of  E.  Mercier  and  Genevier. 

It.  casius,  L.  Tolerably  common,  but  not  so  much  as  it  often  is.  A 
remarkably  prickly  form  by  the  roadside  at  Norton. 

R.  tliyrsoldeiis,  VVimm.  A  form  agreeing  with  the  plant  of  Bloxam's 
fasciculi,  on  the  commons  at  Colvvell  and  Hampstead. 

It.  leucoatachj/s,  Sm.  Everywhere  common  about  Shanklin,  but  not 
seen  along  the  Undercliff,  where,  indeed,  there  is  little  else  but  discolor; 
lancostaclnjs  gathered  also  in  several  places  about  Newport,  and  in  a  hedge 
midway  between  Yarmouth  and  Freshwater  Gate,  and  a  shade  form  in 
Beckett's  Copse. 

R.  Salteri,  Bab.  The  original  place  at  Apse  woods,  is  a  good  station 
for  studying  this,  as  it  runs  up  from  the  original  Salteri  into  Bloxam's 
large  strong  caloatns.  I  saw  it  also  in  several  other  places  about  Colwell, 
Calbourne,  and  Ningwood. 

R.  carpinifolius,  W.  et  N.  Just  Bloxam's  plant  (jimbrosus,  Avrh.), 
in  the  Calaminlha  sylvatica  dell,  at  Apes  Down. 

R.  macrophyllus,  Weihe.  In  a  lane,  near  the  stream  just  out  of  Cal- 
bourne, westward.  Bloxam's  macrophyllus,  which  is  Babington's  oidy 
in  part. 

R.  rndis,  Weihe.  Very  cliaracteristic,  in  the  lane  between  Calbourne 
and  the  Apes  Down  farmhouse. 

R.  Sprengelii,  Weihe,  var.  Borreri.  Roadside,  half  a  mile  out  of  New- 
port towards  Ryde. 

R.  fusco-ater,  of  Bloxara  and  Babington's  last  two  editions.  Colwell 
Heath,  sparingly. 

R.  nemorosus,  of  Babington's  earlier  editions  and  Bloxam's  fasciculus, 
including  under  this  name  the  dioersifoUus  and  tuhercnlatns  of  Babing- 
ton's last  edition  ;  it  is  common  about  Freshwater,  Yarmouth,  and  Shal- 
fleet ;  varying  much  in  the  quantity  and  strength  of  the  prickles,  and  the 
stem  either  without  hairs  or  with  a  considerable  qiuuititv. 

R.  rosaceus,  Weihe.  Hedge  out  of  Newport  or  little  westward,  and  tine 
in  Beckett's  Copse,  near  Freshwater.  Two  common  Brambles  1  did  not 
see  anywhere,  were  Radala  and  pallidas,  the  latter  a  universal  wood 
Bramble  wherever  else  in  Ena-land  I  have  been." 

\_Rosa  Sabini,  Woods.  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker  has  informed  rae  that  he  saw  a 
specimen  labelled,  as  found  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  Mr.  Watson's  collection 
of  British  Hoses,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  which  also  consumed  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Baker's  own  herbarium.  Possibly  this  may  be  iilentical 
with  the  plant  mentioned  by  Bromfield  as  growing  at  Apse  Heath.] 

R.  tomeiUosa,  Sm.  Bembridge,  St.  Helens,  ("ombley  Wood,  Shanklin, 
etc.;  usually  in  small  quantity,  but  abundant  in  many  places  near  Gods- 
hill.  In  a  lane  south  of  Calbourne  (J.  G.  Baker).  I  have  not  seen 
R.  tnllosa,  L.  {tiiolUssima,  Willd.). 

■\R.  riibifjinosa,  L.  Pasture-field  above  the  Bathing  House  of  Bem- 
bridge Lodge.  Landslip,  not  iar  from  Bonchurch.  Among  Furze,  on  St. 
George's  Down,  near  Newport  (F.  Stratton).  Satisfactorily  wild,  growing 
with  R.  micrantha,  in  the  lane  along  the  foot  of  Westover  Wood,  near 
Calburne  (J.  G.  Baker),  I  fear  that  this  is  always  sown  by  binls  or 
otherwise  introduced. 
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R.  caii'na,  Linn.,  var.  tomentella,  Leman.  In  hedges  between  Easton 
and  Freshwater,  very  characteristic  ;  also  near  Kyde  (J.  G.  Baker),  var. 
Andevagensis,  Bast.  •  in  a  hedge  just  out  of  Calbourne,  westward  (J.  G. 
Baker),  var.  dimetorum,  Thuill. ;  in  Rosemary  Laue,  near  Ryde  (J.  (t. 
Baker). 

R.  sij'iiijla.  Woods.     Hedge  at  Oakfield,  near  Ryde  !  (Dr.  Bell  Salter). 

Cratmjvs  Oxyacantha,  L.     I  have  seen  C.  monotjyna,  Jacq.,  only. 

Epilohium  obscurum,  Schreb.  Pan  Common  (1858),  Newchurch, 
Shanklin,  etc. ;  but  far  less  common  than  E.  telragonum,  which  is  very  fre- 
quent along  roadside  ditches,  in  wet  copses,  etc. 

{CEnotltera  odorata,  Jacq.,  was  sown  by  me  on  St.  Helen's  Spit,  about 
1858,  and  has  since  been  seen  growing  there  by  Dr.  Trimen  and  Mr.  F. 
Strattou.l 

CuUilriche  hamulata,  Kiitz.  In  a  pool,  at  Staplers,  near  Newport  (F. 
Stratton).  This  specimen  has  the  narrow  elongated  lower  leaves  so  cha- 
racteristic of  the  plant  when  growing  in  mountain  lakes,  but  the  upper 
leaves  and  fruit  are  precisely  the  same  as  in  the  CallitricJie  which  grows 
at  Knighton,  and  has  leaves  all  short  and  narrowly  obovate. 

A  barren  form  of  C.  vernaUs,  with  the  leaves  all  linear,  occurs  in  streams, 
aiul  this,  when  cultivated,  soon  produces  the  obovate  upper  leaves  charac- 
teristic of  C.  vernalls. 

C.  obtiisangtda,  Le  Gall.  In  ditches  running  through  Barasley  Marshes, 
on  the  north  side  of  Brading  Harbour  ('  Journal  of  Botany,'  Vol.  VIII. 
187U,  p.  342). 

Obs.  Ceratophyllnm.  Major  Smith  has  left  a  note  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  probably  6'.  dtmersum  which  Dr.  Bromfield  found  at  the  back  of  Lower 
Morton  Farm,  and  that  he  had  himself  found  it  in  the  same  locality.  I 
have  often  searched  for  it  without  success.  Cha7-a  and  Myriophyllum  both 
grow  in  these  ditches.  Dr.  Bromfield  states  in  the  '  Phytologist '  that 
Ceratojjliylliim  is  wantin>  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Obs.  Lythnim  HyssopifoUa,  L.,  has  not  been  rediscovered,  though 
often  sought,  and  Mr.  Stratton  has  ascertained  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick 
always  believed  that  it  had  been  introduced  with  grass  seeds  sown  in  the 
meadow  which  lies  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Medina,  close  to  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick's  garden. 

■\Sednm  Ttlepliium,  L.,  purpurascens,  Koch.  Beckett's  Copse,  Fresh- 
water. On  a  hedgebank  near  Godshill;  but  in  the  latter  station  asso- 
ciated with  a  foreign  shrub  and  probably  introduced.  South  side  of 
Brixton  Down  (Garnier  and  Poulter  in  '  Hampshire  Repository,'  p.  120). 

■\RibfS.     All  the  three  species,  though  seemingly  wild  in  many  dif- 
ferent localities,  are,  I  suspect,  like  the  Wild  Apple,  always  the  offspring 
of  seeds  scattered  by  birds  or  carried  by  streams  from  the  parent  shrubs 
'  so  generally  cultivated  in  gardens. 

Chrysosplenium  oppoutifolium,  L.  Almost  entirely  restricted  to  the 
sand.  The  only  place  where  I  have  seen  it  on  the  north  side  of  the  chalk 
is  along  a  little  stream  running  from  Nuuwell  Down  to  Brading,  and 
Mr.  Stratton  finds  it  sparingly  in  Spring  Lane,  Carisbrooke. 

+Siuyrniui?i  Olusatrum,  L.  Wild  enough  at  present ;  but,  I  believe, 
always  an  escape  from,  or  the  remains  of,  former  cultivation. 

Jlelosciadinm  nodijlorum,  L.,  var.  ochreatum,  De  Cand.  Ditches  on 
St.  Helen's  Green.  This  is  the  //.  repens  of  most  English  authors,  but 
not  of  Continental  writers,  who  all  agree  in  ascribing  a  general  involucre 
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of  several  leaves  to  //.  repens,  and  this  I  have  not  seen  in  any  British 
specimens,  except  those  preserved  in  Sir  J.  E.  Smith's  Herbarium,  as 
from  Gnillane  Links,  near  Edinburgh. 

CrithiiiMtn  maritiiiiHm,  L.  A.  few  roots  on  a  narrow  strip  of  shingly 
beach  at  the  west  mouth  of  Newtown  Creek,  a  most  unusual  locality.  At 
Norton,  and  in  Gurnet  Bay  (F.  Stratton).  Dr.  Trimen  has  noticed  a 
similar  kind  of  station  on  the  beach  at  Hayling  Island. 

\_Fisc?t.m  album,  L.  On  an  Apple-tree  in  the  garden  at  Osborne, 
where  it  has  been  noticed  for  many  years  (J.  Pristo).  Introduced  and 
growing  luxuriantly  in  Mr.  Dennett's  garden  at  Carisbrooke  (F.  Stratton).] 

Samljiiciis  nigra,  L.,  var.  rotundifoUa,  Bromf.  A  young  bush  with  leaves 
trifoliate,  but  less  exactly  round,  and  more  serrated  than  in  Dr.  Brorafield's 
plant,  was  found  by  j\Ir.  Harabrough  and  myself  near  St.  Lawrence. 

Galium,  hybrids.  G.  vero-molhtgo.  In  1858,  I  gathered  in  a  hedge 
on  Ashey  Down  a  few  specimens  intermediate  between  G.  Mollugo  and 
G.  verum.  The  two  specimens  which  I  have  preserved  are  different 
from  each  other.  One,  with  broader  and  more  pubescent  leaves,  shows 
more  resemblance  to  G.  Mollugo ;  the  other,  with  narrow  leaves,  is  more 
like  G.  verum.  These  apparently  answer  to  the  descriptions  given  of 
G.  approximatum  and  G.  decolorans  by  Grenier  and  Godron,  'Flore  de 
France,'  vol.  ii.  pp.  19,  20,  and  Boreau,  'Flore  du  Centre  de  la  France,' 
ed.  3,  p.  302. 

?  G.  erechnn,  Huds.  Dr.  Boswell-Syme  has  kindly  examined  some 
specimens  of  the  small  Galium  of  the  Chalk  Downs,  gathered  at  Bembridge 
and  at  Freshwater,  and  thinks  they  should  be  referred  to  G.  erectuni  rather 
than  G.  Mollugo.  (See  Dr.  Bromfield's  remarks  in  '  Phytologi^t,'  o.  s., 
vol.  iii.  p.  423.) 

G.  palustre,  L.,  var.  elongalum,  Presl.  Not  unfrequent  along  the  ditches 
in  Sandown  Level. 

[Cruciaiiella  slglosa,  Trin.  Well  established  in  a  lane  leading  from 
the  Carisbrooke  road  to  the  Castle  road,  (F.  Stratton),  1806-8.  (See 
Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VII.  p.  316.     A  native  of  Persia.] 

^Ctnirantlins  ruber,  De  Cand.  Quite  naturalized,  and  yearly  increas- 
ing on  the  cliffs  to  the  west  of  Niton. 

Valeriana  officinalis,  L.  The  form  samhucifoUa  is  the  only  one  which 
I  have  seen. 

[Falerianella  carinala,  Lois.  Appeared  occasionally  as  a  weed  in  the 
garden  at  Vectis  Lodge,  Bembridge,  where  it  was  not  intentionally  culti- 
vated.] 

*Na/-dosiina  fragrans,  Eeich.  I  have  observed  for  many  years  thoroughly 
established  about  Bembridge,  Shanklin,  Ryde,  Wootton  Bridge,  etc.,  and 
I  believe  that  it  may  be  counted  as  tridy  naturalized. 

Cineraria  campestris,  Retz.  Found  in  ISfiSby^Ir.  J.  G.  Baker  and  Dr. 
G.  R.  Tate  growing  plentifully  on  the  south-east  slope  of  ^Yestover  Down, 
close  to  the  road  passing  through  Calbourne  Bottom.  The  words  "  Belhaii, 
pi.  I.  W.,"  quoted  by  Dr.  Bronitield  from  the  '  Hampshire  Repository,' 
are  not  necessarily  intended  for  any  locality,  but  should  doubtless  be  read 
as  referring  to  Relhan's  Plate  in  his  '  Flora  Cantabrigiensis,'  which  is 
quoted  by  Gamier  and  Poulter  as  the  authority  for  Cineraria  alpina,  just 
as  on  the  same  page  (121)  "  With,  pi.,"  must  be  read  as  a  reference  to 
a  plate  iu  Withering.  The  letters  "I.  W."  simply  imlicate,  as  in  other 
cases,  that  the  plant  had  been  seen  somewhere  iu  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
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*Inulu  Helenium,  L.  Rough,  busliy  ground  north  of  Luccombe 
Chine,  in  one  spot  only  ;  border  of  Woodhouse  Copse,  Osborne  (J. 
Pristo)  ;  near  Norton  and  Shalfleet  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate)  ;  in  a  field  near 
Totland  Buy  and  at  Gurnet  (R.  Tucker)  ;  a  plant  or  two  near  Alvington 
(F.  Stratton).  I  believe  always  the  remains  of  ancient  cultivation,  though 
now  thoroiiglily  at  home  in  many  diflerent  localities. 

Pttlicaria  vulr/aris,  Gaert.  On  the  west  side  of  the  Wilderness  at 
Rookley  (A.  J.  Hambrough). 

Filogo  spathulata,  Presl.  In  sandy  fields  about  Alverstone,  Grove, 
Newchurch,  Bordwood,  etc. ;  roadside  on  Messley  Down  and  near  Thorley 
Farm.     At  Brook,  Colwell  and  Freshwater  (H.  C.  Watson). 

■fTaiiarelum  vnJgare,  Linn.  Bank  above  the  road  near  Alverstone 
Lvnch  ;  edge  of  a  sandpit  by  the  road  near  Bembridge  Parm  ;  at  the 
west  mouth  of  Wootton  Creek  ;  east  bank  of  the  Medina,  below  Newport 
(F.  Stratton).     In  all  cases  probably  an  escape  from  cultivation. 

ArcLiHiti  majns,  Schk.  Hedgebank,  near  the  Quay  at  Brading  (18.58); 
copse,  between  Yar  Bridge  and  Sandown;  Whitefield  Wood;  Marshcombe 
Copse,  Yaverland  ;  in  Sea  View  Bay  ;  Appuldnrcombe  Park.  In  the 
Wilderness  at  Rookley  (T.  W.  Beddonie).    'Decidedly  rare. 

A.  uitennedium,  Lange,  A.piibms,  Bab.  Ashey  Down  (1859);  Shank- 
lin  ;  Luccombe  ,  Newchurch  ;  Godshill,  etc.  Not  unfrequent,  and  shows 
a  decided  preference  for  a  calcareous  soil.  Near  Bembridge  I  have  found 
what  I  believe  to  be  A.  nemorosnm.,  Lej. ;  but  I  do  not  feel  certain  that  I 
have  properly  distinguished  it. 

A.  mhius,  Schk.  Bembridge ;  Ashey ;  Sandown ;  Pan  Common,  etc. 
Apparently  the  commonest  form. 

"  Carcltrits  Forsteri."  Dr.  Brorafield's  specimen  preserved  at  Kew  is 
very  like  C.  palu&tris,  with,  perhaps,  a  slight  dash  of  C.  arvensis  rather 
than  C  praiensis.  Niigeli  describes  a  hybrid,  C.  artensi-palustre,  in  Koch, 
Syn.  PI.  Germ.  p.  1000.^ 

Centaurea  nigra,  L.  After  collecting  a  large  number  of  specimens,  I 
have  felt  quite  unable  to  refer  them  with  any  confidence  to  the  various 
plants  described  in  the  French  Floras.  Usually  the  Centaurea  with 
radiant  florets  has  smaller  heads,  and  the  scales  of  the  involucre  less 
closely  covered.  These  characters  are  also  found  in  a  dwarf  plant  without 
radiant  florets  gathered  on  Bembridge  Down,  which  I  believe  is  the  same 
as  that  which  Mr.  Stratton  finds  on  the  Downs  near  Newport  with  rayed 
florets.  I  feel  sure  no  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  different  length 
or  amount  of  pappus,  as  on  plants  otherwise  exactly  alike  I  have  found 
it  long  and  short  and  wanting.  With  regard  to  the  form  described  by 
Mr.  Stratton  in  the  'Exchange  Club  Report'  for  1869,  I  shoidd  refer 
his  n.  1  to  C.  nernoraHs  of  Jordan,  which  I  have  noticed  not  unfrequently 
in  the  damp,  clayey  meadows  about  Bembridge,  this  being  apparently  the 
typical  C.  nigra  as  understood  in  England.  Mr..Stratton's  no.  3 — the 
plant  common  on  chalky  banks  seems  to  be  C  serotina,  Bor.,  (the  var. 
decipieini  of  Babington),  to  which  I  should  also  refer  the  dwarf  plant  of 
the  Chalk  Downs,  whether  rayed  or  not.  Mr.  Strattou's  no.  2  is  some- 
what intermediate,  but  nearer  to  C.  serotina. 

^IlypocJmris  glabra.,  L.  Sandy  cultivated  field  near  Alverstone  Mill, 
by  the  footpath  to  Newchurch. 

Tragopogon  pratensis,  L.,  var.  grandiflorus,  Syme.  In  a  lane  near 
Easton,  Freshwater  (J.  G.  Baker). 
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*T.  porr'ifoUics,  L.  By  a  stream  running  into  the  Medina  below  New- 
port (F.  Stratton)  ;  bank  near  East  Medina  Mill  (J.  Pristo).  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  permanently  established. 

Sonchus  oleraceus,  L.,  var.  lacerus,  Willd.  Foot  of  WliiteclifF,  and 
banks  by  the  sliore  between  Luccombe  and  Bonchurch. 

Taraxacum  officmale,  Wigg.,  var.  erythrospermuiii,  Andrz.  Sandhills 
at  St.  Helen's  Spit  and  chalk  downs,  frequent. 

T.  officinale,  var.  T.  udttm,  Jordan.  Wet  pastures  near  Bembridge  and 
St.  Helen's.  Dr.  Bell  Salter's  specimens  from  near  Eyde  belong  to  this 
form,  and  not  to  the  typical  T.  palmtre,  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  not 
yet  been  found  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

[Crepis  biennis,  L.  Appeared  (1868)  as  a  troublesome  weed  in  a  field 
recently  laid  down  in  Grass  at  Alverstoue,  Whippingham  (J.  Pristo  and 
F.  Stratton).] 

[C.  setosa.  Hall.  Clover  fields  near  Totland's  Bav,  at  Boldner  and  at 
Compton  (J.  G.  Baker)  ;  Headou  Hill  and  Thorley  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate).] 

{To  be  continued.') 
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OXFORD. 

By  W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer,  B.A.,  B.Sc. 

Floras  for  the  counties  drained  by  the  upper  waters  of  the  Thames  are 
still  to  be  worked  out.  It  would  be  an  interesting  contribution  towards 
them  to  explore  thoroughly  the  country  about  Oxford,  taking  both  sides 
of  tiie  Thames  valley,  although  distinguishing,  of  course,  for  the  benefit 
of  future  workers  in  each  county,  the  plants  which  belong  to  Oxfordshire 
and  Berkshire.  Botanists  residing  at  the  University  unfortunately  go 
away  too  soon  in  the  summer  and  come  back  too  late  to  do  very  much, 
yet  even  what  is  to  be  seen  of  the  local  vegetation  is  well  worth  hunting 
up.  As  little  has  been  published  since  Walker's  'Flora'  (which  is  quite 
out  of  date),  the  following  notes  will  probably  be  useful  to  some  readers 
of  the  '  Journal  of  Botany  :' — 

Ranunculus  pseudofluitans,  Newb.  ex  Bab. — The  marshy  meadows  about 
Oxford  are  intersected  by  numerous  anastomosing  branches  of  the  Thames. 
In  early  summer  these  are  often  covered  by  dense  masses  of  an  aquatic 
Ranunculus,  bearing  a  profusion  of  large  and  handsome  flowers.  It  seems 
to  me  a  state  of  R.floribundus,  Bab.,  without  floating  leaves,  which  is  all 
I  take  R.  'pseudojluiians  to  be. 

R.  Brouetii,  Schultz,  a  Batrachian,  distinguishable  from  7?.  tricho- 
phyllus,  Chaix,  by  its  collapsing  leaves,  is  probably  distributed  throughout 
the  Thames  basin.     Near  Bablock  Hythe  Ferry,  Berks. 

R.fluitans,  Lam. — I  never  detected  this  species  myself,  probably  from 
its  being  a  June-flowering  plant,  and  later,  therefore,  than  psendojluitans, 
which  is  at  its  prime  in  May.  I  have  what  I  take  to  be  an  example  of  it 
from  Professor  Lawson.  VVater-plants  come  to  the  front  or  rather  sur- 
face, make  their  show  of  flowers,  and  retire  in  regular  succession  (see  bo- 
low  with  respect  to  Potauiogeton').  The  useful  observers  who  attend  to 
the  time  of  flowering  would  do  really  important  work  if  they  would  fix 
for  us  the  date  at  which  plants  are  at  their  fullest  development,  which  I 
take  it  would  be  when  they  have  a  maximum  luimbcr  of  (lowers  expanded. 
VOL.  ;x.  [may  1,  1871.]  L 
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This  would  be  of  more  biological  significance  than  the  date  when  the  first 
bloom  struggles  into  notice. 

Calilia  paliisfris,  L. —  I  collected  a  considerable  series  of  specimens  of 
this  fine  plant  from  Christ  Church  Meadow,  where,  after  the  subsidence 
of  the  fioods,  it  makes  a  splendid  show.  They  probably  include  C.  Gue- 
i-angeru,  Bor.,  in  which  the  sepals  being  more  ovate  do  not  overlap  at  the 
base.  The  flowers  I  found  varied  from  2:^  to  \\  inches  in  diameter,  and 
with  from  8  to  5  sepals.  The  radical  leaves  were,  in  some  cases,  almost  orbi- 
cular, with  overlapping  lobes  ;  in  others  triangular-reniform,  with  a  very 
shallow  basal  sinus,  a  form  which,  except  that  the  flowers  are  the  normal 
size,  must  approach  C.  flabellifoHa,  Pursh.  The  toothing  of  the  upper 
leaves  varied  to  any  extent. 

Arabis  Tarrita,  L. — Although  given  for  Oxford  in  the  '  Student's 
Flora  '  and  the  'Compendium  of  the  Cybele  Britanniea,'  it  is  no  longer  to 
be  found  growing  there  spontaneously.  It  was  exterminated  in  repairing 
the  walls  of  Magdalen  College.  Mr.  Baxter  informed  me  that  it  lingered 
in  Magdalen  walks,  and  that  he  endeavoured  to  establish  it  in  the  island 
in  the  Cherwell,  but  was  unsuccessful. 

Sisymbrium  Irio,  L.,  conies  up  abundantly  in  the  Botanic  Garden, 
outside  of  which  it  has  occurred  occasionally  as  an  escape,  as  in  the  ad- 
joining lane  leading  to  Christ  Church  Meadow,  and  by  the  side  of  the 
Cherwell,  next  the  garden. 

Dianthus  casiiis,  Sm.,  is  now  well  established  on  many  of  the  old  lime- 
stone walls,  and  was  said  to  have  been  introduced  directly  from  Cheddar. 
It  grows,  amongst  other  places,  on  the  garden-wall  of  Wadham  College, 
and  near  the  entrance  to  the  Cathedral.  I  have  also  noticed  it  on  walls 
in  Taunton,  Somerset. 

Geranium  rotundifoUum,  L. — Abundant  about  the  Oxfordshire  suburbs 
of  Oxford.  I  do  not  recall  its  occurrence  on  the  southern  side,  though,  no 
doubt,  it  is  to  be  found.  ^ 

Geum  intermedium,  Elirh. — Sparingly,  with  G.  rivale,  L.,  and  G.  urba- 
num,  L.,  in  a  copse,  near  Elsfield,  Oxfordshire. 

Sai/ffuisorba  officinalis,  L. — Abundant  in  meadows  by  the  Thames,  near 
Sandford,  Berks.  Likely  to  be  overlooked,  as  the  early  leaves  are  cut  with 
the  grass. 

Hippuris  vulgaris,  L. — Binsey  Common,  Berks. 
Sedmn  dasyphyllum,  L. — Walls  at  Besselsleigh,  Berks. 
(Enanthe  silaifolia,  Bieb. — Christ  Church  Meadow,  abundant  near  the 
"  Barges."     Also  in  meadows  by  the  river  near  the  old  railway  station. 
(E.  Lachenalii,  Gmel. —  Bullingdon,  Oxon,  H.  Boswell. 
(E.  fluviatiUs,  Colem. — There  is  an  early  stage  of  the  growth  of  this 
plant,  which  is  not,  I  think,  described  by  Mr.  Varenne  in  his  paper  in  the 
'  Phytologist '  (o.  s.  vol.  iv.  p.  673).     My  specimens,  collected  towards 
the  end  of  April,  exhibit  a  short  corm-like  rhizome,  about  an  inch  in 
length,  with  very  abbreviated  internodes,  and  terminated  apparently  by 
the  base  of  the  flowering  stem  of  the  preceding  year.     A  tuft  of  leaves, 
about  ten  inches  long,  has  sprung  from  one  of  the  nodes.     These  leaves 
are  not  bipinnate,  but  only  pinnate ;  the  pinnae  bipinnatifid,  with  rather 
narrow,  almost  laciniate  segments.     The  general  outline  of  the  whole 
lamina  is  oblong,  and  about  four  inches  in  length.     Another  barren  spe- 
cimen, collected  at  tlie  end  of  May,  agrees  exactly  with  Mr.  Varenne's 
description,  being  an  elongated   stem  rooting   at  'the   nodes,  and  with 
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leaves  decaying  upwards.  The  leaves  are  triangidar  in  outline,  lji[)innate, 
and  with  wedge-shaped  segments.  This  is  the  common  form.  I  think 
my  earlier  specimen  may  be  the  base  of  an  old  seedling,  pei-petuated  by  a 
lateral  shoot,  a  short,  vertical  rhizome  being  a  common  structure  in  the 
Umbellifera.  The  stems  of  the  other  type  are  developed  from  lateral 
buds  in  similar  elongated  submerged  stems  towards  the  autumn,  the 
parent  stems  afterwards  breaking  up,  and  decaying.  Mine,  I  think,  was 
wholly  a  spring  growth.  I  have  since  seen  specimens  o'i  CE.  pinipineUoi(Jes, 
L.,  in  the  British  Museum  herbarium,  collected  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Slorein  the 
Isle  of  Wight  evidently  early  in  the  year,  which  show  that  in  that  species, 
the  mode  of  growth  is  just  the  same  as  in  my  specimen  o^fliiviatlUs. 

Uieracium  amplexicaide,  L. — Only  to  be  found  within  the  limits  of  the 
Botanic  Garden,  where,  at  the  foot  of  old  \^lls,  it  is  well  established. 

FraxinuH  heteropliylla,  Vahl. — The  tree  (of  course  planted)  mentioned 
by  Walker  still  stands,  though  not  very  healthy,  near  the  eastern  end  of 
the  broad  walk  in  Christ  Church  Meadow. 

Linaria  purpurea,  L. — Walls  of  churchyard,  Iffley,  Oxon. 

Lathrrsa  squamaria,  L. — Copse  near  Cumnor  Hurst,  Berks,  but  west  of 
the  high-road. 

Teucrium  Scordium,  L. — Banks  of  the  Thames,  Godstow,  Berks, 
H.  Boswell. 

Lam'mm  maculatum,  L.,  var.  lavlgatum,  L. — Island  in  the  Cherwell,  by 
Christ  Chm-ch  Meadow,  abundant,  but  no  doubt  originally  derived  from 
the  Botanic  Garden. 

Frhnula  variabilis,  Goupil. — Copse  near  Botley,  Berks. 

Chenopodium  murale,  L. — Near  the  railway  station,  Oxford. 

Polygonum  mite,  Schrank. — Port  Meadow,  Oxon ;  probably  to  be  found 
in  low  ground  near  the  Thames  throughout  its  course.  It  occurs  all  along 
the  Middlesex  bank. 

Aristolochia  Clematitis,  L. — Abundant  and  very  striking  in  its  exotic- 
looking  aspect  on  the  side  of  a  deep  ditch  bounding  one  side  of  part  of 
the  precinct  of  the  nunnery  at  Godstow,  Berks,  now  used  as  a  kitchen 
garden.  It  has  no  relation  to  the  present  cultivation,  but  is  the  last 
relic  of  the  ancient  use  of  the  ground. 

Salix  decipiens,  Hoffm. — A  large  tree,  mentioned  in  Walker's  '  Flora,' 
stood  in  Christ  Church  Meadow  near  the  "  Barges,"  but  was  blown  down 
some  years  since.  A  small  tree  of  what  I  take  to  be  the  same  species 
grows  by  the  side  of  the  bounding  ditch. 

S.  Ilojfmnmiiana,  Sm. — By  the  Thames  between  Iffley  and  Kennington 
Island,  Oxfordshire  side. 

Leacoiiim  cestivim,  L. — Osier  Holt  between  Iffley  and  Sandford,  also 
Kennington  Island  ;  both  on  Oxfordshire  side  of  river. 

Tulipa  sylvestris,  L. — By  the  path  round  Christ  Church  Meadow,  espe- 
cially close  to  the  trunks  of  trees,  A  most  stunted  state,  hai'dly  to  be 
recognized  except  from  the  bulbs,  and  never  flowering. 

Gagea  liitea,  Ker. — I  have  seen  a  single  specimen,  obtained  by  the 
Rev.  T.  O.  Marshall,  from  the  Lathrcea  locality  on  Cumnor  Hurst,  but  I 
never  succeeded  in  finding  any  more. 

Stratiotes  aloides,  L. — Pond  in  Magdalen  Meadows  ;  originally  planted, 
and  afterwards  lost.     Recently  replanted  by  Professor  Lawson. 

Potamogeton  eti-pectinatiis,  Syrac. — This  seems  to  be  the  conuuoner 
segregate  in  the  Oxford  waters. 

X      o 
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P.  frcdongm,  Wulf. — Abundant  in  Thames  between  Oxford  and  Sand- 
ford.  This  fine  species  flowers  earlier  than  F.  lacens,  L.,  which  ocenpies 
often  the  same  spots.  The  surface  of  the  water,  covered  in  May  with  the 
spikes  oi  praloiKjus,  a  mouth  Liter  I  have  found  to  show  nothing* l)ut 
those  of  P.  lucens.  The  spikes  are  probably  buoyed  up  above  the  water 
by  the  develojiment  of  the  peduncles.  P.  ^jrcelonrjiis  is  stated  in  the 
'  Student's  Flora,'  to  flower,  from  June  to  July.  T  sliould  imagine  this  to 
be  too  late,  as  I  collected  it  in  the  middle  of  May,  and  some  of  the 
foliage  was  already  decaying. 

Acorns  Calamus,  L.,  is  very  abundant  along  the  Thames  banks,  cei-- 
tainly  on  the  Berkshire  side.  Easily  recognizable  from  the  waved  margins 
of  the  leaves. 

Cdrex  axillaris.  Good. — Marstou  Lane,  H.  Boswell. 
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Cypekus  Fuscus  not  a  Native. — This  plant  was  first  figured  as  a 
British  plant  by  Sir  W.  Hooker  in  his  continuation  of  Curtis's  'Flora 
Londoniensis,'  vol.  iv.  dated  1821  (see  'Flora  of  Middlesex,'  298),  with 
the  following  remark: — "For  this  valuable  addition  to  the  flora  of  the 
British  Isles  the  botanical  world  is  indebted  to  that  zealous  and  able 
naturalist  A.  H.  Haworth,  Esq.,  who  found  it  in  a  low,  marshy  meadow 
scarcely  half  a  mile  from  his  late  residence  in  Little  Chelsea.  It  grows 
in  some  abundance  on  the  sides  of  a  ditch  along  with  Juncus  hufouius, 
Bidtns  cernuu.  Ranunculus  sceleratus,  Tolygonnm  wintis,  and  other  such 
semi-aquatics.  The  individual  plants  here  figured  and  described  were 
gathered  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Bree  in  company  Avith  Mr.  Haworth,  and  were 
sent  to  me  on  the  27th  of  September.  Many  of  the  specimens  were  in 
flower,  but  more  in  seed.'l  I  believe  that  this  plant  has  been  regarded 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Britain,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Bree. 
It  is  very  true  that  the  plant  grew  on  the  side  of  a  stream  called  Eelbrook, 
in  a  common  field  between  the  King's  Road  aud  Parson's  Green,  on  the 
Fulham  Road;  but  Mr.  Haworth  made  no  secret  that  he  had  sowed 
it  there  from  seed  which  he  obtained  from  Swiss  specimens  which  he 
purchased  from  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Bex,  who  collected  Swiss  plants  for  sale. 
This  explains  why  it  has  not  been  found  in  any  other  locality  except 
Godalmiug,  where  it  was  probably  also  sowed.  The  plant  did  not  come 
up  every  year  on  the  side  of  the  Eelbrook,  but  appeared  in  favourable 
seasons.  I  believe  the  field  is  now  drained  and  built  over,  or,  at  least, 
was  rapidly  being  so  used  when  I  was  there  a  few  years  ago. — J.  E. 
Gray.  [In  the  number  of  the  '  Magazine  of  Natural  History  '  for  March, 
1831  (iv.  186),  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Bree  says  that  "he  was  "directed  and 
accompanied  to  the  spot  for  the  express  purpose  of  gathering  specimens  of 
the  plant  by  A.  H.  Haworth  himself,"  who  remarked  "  that  it  was  some- 
what extraordinary  the  plant  should  have  so  long  escaped  his  notice,  who 
had  for  a  number  of  years  resided  at  Chelsea,  and  botanized  with  no  little 
assiduity  in  its  environs."  In  S.  F.  Gray's  '  Natural  Arrangement  of 
British  Plants,'  ii.  730  (1821),  no  hint  is  given  of  the  plant  there  called 
Cyperus  Haworthii  having  been  artificially  introduced.  Other  facts  of  its 
history  will  be  found  in  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex.'— Henry  Trimen.] 
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Accent  in  Botanical  Names. ^ — In  the  remarks  on  this  subject  by 
Mr.  liobert  Tucker,  he  gives  two  instances  in  which  I  "  stand  alone," — 
Felxosellnam  and  Urtlca.  It  is  by  a  ty2:)ograpbical  error  in  each  case  ; 
in  both  words  the  penult  is  long ;  and  as  I  have  accented  by  the  length 
of  syllables,  the  accent  should  be  immediately  after  the  i  in  these  names. 
— J.  BoswELL  Syme. 


Sauracenia  purpurea,  X.— In  Provancher's  'Flore  Canadienne,' 
t.  i.  p.  30,  it  is  stated  that  this  curious  plant  is  often  cultivated  in  gardens 
in  its  native  country,  and  that  it  may  be  grown  in  a  danjp  jjlace  or  in  an 
artificial  marsh  covered  with  Sphagnum.  The  author  states,  also,  that  if 
carefully  transplanted  in  early  spring,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  it  to 
flower  in  ordinary  garden  soil.  The  attempt  to  grow  it  in  the  open  air 
is  rarely  made  in  this  country.  At  the  Glasneviu  Botanic  Gardens, 
however,  a  fine  plant  has  flourished  for  the  past  five  years  in  a  small  bog 
by  the  side  of  the  lake.  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the 
appearance  of  the  clump  of  certainly  not  less  than  two  dozen  well-developed 
pitchers,  and  this,  notwithstanding  that  in  winter  it  is  covered  with 
water  often  frozen  over  and  skated  upon.  Dr.  Moore  had  a  second  plant, 
but  this  was  stolen  by  a  too  unscrupulous  admirer.  Some  years  ago 
the  rhizomes  were  introduced  into  this  country  as  a  proposed  remedy  for 
smallpox.  Had  the  plant  proved  to  have  been  of  any  value  in  this 
respect,  it  would  not  have  probably  been  difficult  to  have  grown  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  it. — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 


Arabis  stricta,  Suds. — In  the  Supplementary  List  of  Plants  for 
Somersetshire,  given  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Eev.  J.  C.  Collins,  in 
Mr.  H.  C.  Watson's  '  Botanist's  Guide,'  Arabis  stricta  is  mentioned  as 
having  been  observed  at  Cheddar  and  rocks  on  the  Quantoch  Hills,  near 
Merridge.  Can  any  correspondent  of  the  '  Journal  of  Botany  '  inform 
me  if  specimens  have  been  collected  from  these  localities  of  late  years  ? 
I  may  take  the  present  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  should  feel  greatly 
indebted  to  botanists  for  any  information  respecting  the  more  rare  and 
critical  plants  of  the  county,  having  for  many  seasons  past  made  its 
flora  my  especial  study. — T.  B.  Flower. 


Mistletoe  on  the  Oak. — In  addition  to  the  old  localities  previously 
cited,  I  find  the  following  in  '  Hortus  Collinsonianus  '  (privately  printed 
by  L.  VV.  Dillwyn,  1843)  :— "  On  the  Oak  (which  is  very  rare)  Mr. 
Knowlton  has  twice  seen  it.     In  August,  17'j5,  three  plants  were  found 

growing  on  the  oak  on  the  estate  of  AVhite,  Esq.,  at   Watling, 

Wells." — J.  Britten. 


Uses  of  Piiragmites  communis. — The  economic  applications  of 
many  of  our  British  plants  are  fast  passing  into  the  region  of  antiquity. 
Amongst  our  grasses  the  common  Rccd  {^Piiragmites  commiiitis,  Trin.)  was 
one  of  the  most  useful  to  the  peasantry  in  marshy  districts.  The  stems 
were  not  only  very  generally  used  for  thatching,  but  also  for  partitions  of 
rooms  instead  of  laths,  being  plastered  over  in  a  similar  manner.  They 
were  also  used  in  place  of  boards  for  building  up  the  sides  of  sheds  and 
outhouses,  and  for  fences  and  screens  in  gardens  to  protect  fruit  trees. 
Though  they  arc  still  used  for  these  purposes  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
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tte  more  general  adoption  of  bricks  and  tiles  for  rural  cottages  is  fast 
displacing  the  use  of  thatch,  and,  consequently,  the  use  of  the  reed.  We 
have  been  told  that  the  stems  of  this  plaut  are  used  for  the  drones  o£  the 
Scotch  bagpipes  as  well  as  for  the  Northumberland  small  pipes  ;  but  the 
stems  of  Ariindo  Donax  have  usually  had  the  credit  of  being  employed  for 
bagpipes  and  other  wind  instruments.  Can  any  one  confirm  either  of 
these  queries  ? — J.  R.  Jackson.  [In  Germany  the  common  Reed  is 
much  used  for  making  matting  for  protecting  hotbeds,  etc. ;  and  children 
make  small  pipes  of  the  stems. — B.  Seemann.] 


Walking-sticks. — Few  people,  probably,  have  any  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  trade  in  walking  and  umbrella  sticks.  Having  recently  re- 
ceived from  one  of  the  largest  makers  in  London  a  collection  of  walking- 
stick  materials  for  the  Museum,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  among 
them  such  woods  as  the  Carob  {Ceratonia  Siliqua),  a  Eucalyptus,  pro- 
bably E.  glohidns,  both  from  Algeria;  Soapberry  {Sapindus  mponaria'), 
and  Flowered  Ebony  {Brya  Ebenus),  both  from  the  West  Indies.  The  fol- 
lowing, however,  I  cannot  easily  determine.  One  thick,  clumsy-looking 
stick,  labelled  "  Citheure,  from  the  Haute-Garonne,  France,"  has  very 
much  the  appearance  of  a  gigantic  stalk  of  the  common  Burdock  {Arctium 
Lappa),  and  another,  labelled  "  Jerusalem  Thistle,  imported  from  Smyrna," 
appears  like  an  Artichoke  or  Sunflower  stem.  Perhaps  some  reader  of  the 
'  Journal  of  Botany  '  can  say  whether  the  stems  of  these  plants  are  com- 
monly used  for  walking-sticks  in  any  part  of  the  countries  from  whence 
they  are  said  to  have  been  imported. — J.  R.  Jackson. 
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By  James  Britten,  F.L.S. 

VII.  The  Tyneside  Naturalists'  Field  Club. 

This  was  the  second  Field  Club,  in  respect  of  date,  established  in 
Britain,  and  from  the  scientific  value  of  its  printed  Transactions,  may 
justly  be  considered  the  first  in  importance.  It  was  founded  on  the  25tli 
of  April,  1846,  for  the  joint  purpose  of  investigating  the  Natural  History 
and  Antiquities  of  the  district.  The  officers  consist  of  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Committee,  and  Secretary,  all  of  whom  are  chosen  annually. 
The  subscription  was  fixed  at  5«.  per  annum,  ladies  being  admitted  as 
honorary  members.  The  publication  of  correct  lists  of  the  various  na- 
tural productions  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  was 
among  the  objects  which  it  was  proposed  to  accomplish ;  as  well  as  the 
formation  of  local  collections,  illustrative  of  such  lists,  which  were  to  be 
placed  in  the  Newcastle  museum.  With  a  view  to  the  more  convenient 
carrying  out  of  these  arrangements,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  for 
each  branch  of  natural  science.  Five  field-meetings  are  held  dm-ing  each 
year,  the  first  of  these  having  taken  place  on  May  26,  1846.  Mr.  Ralph 
Carr  and  Mr.  John  Thornhill  were  respectively  President  and  Secretary 
during  the  first  year  of  the  Society's  existence. 

The  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Club  was  published  in  1850, 
and  at  once  took  a  high   position,  from  the  scientific  value  of  the  papers 
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which  it  contained, — a  position  whicli  has  been  ably  maintained  by  the 
succeeding  volumes.  It  contained  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  during 
1846-50,  with  a  catalogue  of  the  insects  of  Northumberland  and  Durham, 
by  Messrs.  J.  Hardy  and  T.  J.  Bold  ;  of  the  moUusca,  by  Joseph  Alder ; 
of  the  fossils  of  the  Permian  system,  by  Richard  Howse ;  and  various 
shorter  papers  of  equal  value  and  interest.  Many  insects  new  to  Britain, 
and  even  to  science,  were  first  published  and  described  in  these  Transac- 
tions, which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  most  important  contribution  made 
by  any  Society  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Natural  History  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Club  continued  in  its  useful  career  for  many  years  uninterrupted 
by  any  events  which  require  special  notice  here.  Fortunate  in  having  for 
its  officers  men  of  undoubted  ability,  who  were  willing  to  devote  them- 
selves in  no  ordinary  degree  to  the  advancement  of  science,  it  is  not  to  be 
wonderad  at  that  the  Society  maintained  the  advanced  position  which  it 
had  taken  up  at  its  commencement.  All  who  have  had  anything  to  do 
with  a  local  body  of  this  description  know  how  important  it  is  that  a  tit- 
ting  President  and  Secretary  should  be  secured ;  and  the  names  of  those 
who  have  tilled  these  posts  in  the  Tyneside  Club  are  ample  guarantees 
that  nothing  further  could  be  desired  in  these  respects. 

In  1864  an  arrangement  was  made  between  the  Club  and  the  old- 
established  Natural  History  Society  of  Northumberland,  Durham,  and 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  by  which  the  then  members  of  the  former  were  re- 
cognized as  associates  of  the  latter;  those  who  subsequently  joined  the 
club  paying  5s.  entrance  fee  in  addition  to  their  subscription.  The 
Transactions  of  the  Club,  of  which  si.K  volumes  had  appeared,  sul)se- 
quently  adopted  the  title  of  the  '  Natural  History  Transactions  of  North- 
umberland and  Durham.'  Of  this  new  series  three  volumes  are  pub- 
lished, that  which  most  concerns  us  being  the  '  Plora  of  Northumberland 
and  Durham,'  by  Mr.  Baker  and  Dr.  Tate,  which  has  been  fully  noticed 
in  these  pages.*  The  various  catalogues  are  still  in  course  of  publication, 
the  last  volume  containing  a  paper  on  the  "  Crustacean  Fauna  of  the  Salt 
Marshes,"  and  a  "Catalogue  of  the  Aculeate  Hymenoptera"  of  the  two 
counties. 

The  actual  number  of  members  at  present  enrolled  is  557  ;  the  Pre- 
sident is  G.  S.  Brady,  Esq.,  and  the  Secretaries,  Thomas  Tliompson  and 
P.  Morison,  Esqrs.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  Natural  History 
Societies  of  our  larger  towns  would  take  the  Tyneside  Club  as  an  example 
of  what  such  bodies  ought  to  be,  and  would  endeavour  especially  to  do 
a  similar  service  to  science  by  the  publication  of  equally  important  and 
useful  transactions. 

The  following  are  the  titles  of  the  botanical  papers,  exclusive  of  short 
notes,  which  have  appeared  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Club  : — 

Vol.  I.  "  On  Extensive  Fissures  observed  in  Stems  of  two  living  and 
healthy  Trees  of  Spruce  Fir."     By  Ralph  Carr,  Esq. 

Vol  II.  An  Enumeration  of  Plants,  Imligenous  and  Naturalized,  oc- 
curring within  five  miles  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne."  By  Jolm  Storey, 
F.B.S.E. 

Vol.  III.  "  On  the  Effects  of  the  Severe  Winter  of  1854-5  upon  Ever- 
green Vegetation  in  the  North  of  England."     By  Ralph  Carr. — Abstract, 
etc.,  of  a  Paper  entitled  "Observations  on  the  Growth  in  Diameter  of 
Dicotyledonous  (Exogenous)  Stems."     By  D.  Oliver,  juii.    With  Plate.— 
»  'Journal  of  Botany,'  A"ol.  YI.  p.  286. 
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"Memoranda  of  Plants  collected  by  the  'Coquet'  iu  1856."     By  D. 
Oliver,  jun. 

Vol.  IV.  "  Notices  of  Kemarkable  Trees  in  Nortlmmberland."  By  the 
Eev.  John  P.  Bigge,  M.A. — "  Notes  on  Plants  new  to  the  Flora  of 
Northumberland,  with  Observations  on  some  Critical  Species."  By  Daniel 
Oliver,  jun.,  F.L.S. — "  Catalogue  of  the  Marine  AlgtB  of  Northumberland 
and  Durham."  By  George  S.  Bradley.  With  Plate. — "  Remarks  on  some 
New  Microscopic  Algge."     By  Tuffeii  West.,  F.L.S.     With  Plate. 

Vol.  V.  "Effects  of  the  Severe  Winter  of  IS 60-1  upon  Evergreen 
Vegetation  in  Northumberland."  By  Ralph  Carr,  Esq. — "  Notes  on  the 
Botany  of  the  South  Durham  Ballast  Hills  in  the  Year  1861."  By  the 
llev.  Alfred  Merle  Norman,  M.A. — "  Notes  on  the  Species  into  which 
the  Linnean  Folyfjomim  avictdare  has  been  divided  by  Continental  Bo- 
tanists." By  the  Rev.  Alfred  Merle  Norman,  M.A. — "  Notes  on  the  Flora 
of  the  Old  and  West  Hartlepool  Ballast  Hills,  with  a  List  of  the  Rarer 
and  more  Characteristic  Species."  By  M.  A.  Lawson,  B.A.,  Trin.  Coll., 
Cambridge. 

Vol.  VI.  "  Notes  on  Plants  collected  during  the  Meeting  of  the  British 
Association,  1863."  By  .J.  G.  Baker.  Contains  Notes  on  the  llubi  of 
the  Tyne  Province. — "  On  Proliferous  Cones  of  the  Common  Larch." 
By  John  Hogg,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  etc. 


g^to  ^uMkatbns. 


Dendrolocjie.  Bdume,  Strdifcher  and  Halhdrduchtr,  welche  in  Mlttd-  und 
Nord-Europa  in  Freien  kuUivirt  werden.  Von  Karl  Koch,  INled.  et 
Phil.  Dr.     ErsterTheiL     Erlangen.     1869.     Pp.735. 

Professor  Karl  Koch  has  brought  t^  the  publication  of  this  very  useful 
work  a  good  deal  more  than  the  industry  of  the  mere  compiler.  He  is  well 
known  to  have  been  long  occupied  with  the  origin  of  our  cultivated  fruit- 
trees  ;  and  no  more  important  inquiry  could  be  suggested  to  a  critical 
worker,  nor  one  more  likely  to  produce  information  available  for  other 
students  besides  geographical  botanists.  For  four  years  the  author  travelled 
in  western  Asia,  during  which  time  he  was  always  on  the  look-out  for  any 
plants  which  could  be  identified  with  the  wild  originals  of  cultivated 
forms.  A  short  paper  read  before  the  British  Association  gave  a  7-esu7ne 
of  his  principal  results,  and  concluded  with  a  promise  which  the  publica- 
tion of  the  present  volume  has  iu  part  fulfilled.  We  have  so  far  the  whole 
of  the  cultivated  arborescent  Poli/petalce,  which  are  able  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  climate  of  North  and  Mid-Europe.  To  what  extent  the 
unhappy  distractions  which  have  produced  lamentable  hiatuses  in  so 
many  fields  of  scientific  research  will  postpone  the  pid)lication  of  fresh 
instalments,  must  be  a  matter  of  uncertainty  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
we  shall  not  have  to  wait  long  for  the  conclusion  of  a  work  which  will  be 
the  standard  authority  in  its  subject. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  give  Dr.  Koch's  opinions  upon  a  few  points. 
Of  the  Pear  section  of  the  genus  Pyrus,  six  species  are  enumerated  : — 

1.  Pyrus  Jchras,  GtBrtn.  (the  name  P.  communis,  L.,  is  passed  over  on 
account  of  its  including  cultivated  forms).     Wild  in  China. 


NEW    PUBLICATIONS.  153 

2.  P.  nivalis,  Jacq.,  includes  P.  salvifefolia ,  De  Cand.     S.  Europe. 

3.  P.  elcECKjnifolia  (nee  elceafjnifolia,  De   Cand.j,  Pall.  =  F.  amygdali- 
furiiiis,  Vill.     Caucasus,  Aniieuia. 

4.  P.  saUcifolia,  L.  f.     East. 

5.  P.  Penica,  Pers.     Syria,  Arabia,  Persia. 

6.  P.  Aaricularia,  Knoop.  =  P.  Pollveria,  L.  Hybrid  between  P. 
communis  and  Sorbns  Aria. 

P.  Achrm  is  considered  to  be  the  stock  of  most  of  our  Pears,  though 
P.  elcearjnifolia  and  Persica  by  cultivation  and  accidental  crossing  have 
also  given  rise  to  varieties.  M.  Decaisne,  however,  l)elieves  that  all  have 
sprung  from  one  stock.  Of  Apples,  P.  pumila,  I\Iill.,  the  celebrited  Pa- 
radise stock,  is  stated  to  be  wild  in  S.E.  Russia,  Caucasus,  and  Tartary, 
P.  dasyphylla,  Borkh.  =  /3.  tomentosa,  Koch,  only  in  the  East,  and 
P.  sylvestris.  Mill.  =  Malus  acerba,  Merat.,  in  S.  Siberia  and  N.  China, 
but  not  in  Europe. 

Besides  Pniniis  avium,  cultivated  Cherries  are  represented  by  P.  Ce- 
rasiis,  L.,  probably  spontaneous  in  Asia  Minor  (the  city  of  Cerasus  having 
taken  its  name  from  the  Cherry,  and  not  the  Cherry  from  it),  and  P.  acida, 
Dumort.,  the  native  country  of  which  is  not  known. 

The  Almond  and  Peach  are  separated  under  the  Linnaean  species  of 
Amyydalus  communis  and  A.  Persica,  although  there  is  ground  for  be- 
lieving, with  Mr.  Darwin,  that  the  Peach  is  derived  from  the  Almond.* 
The  original  country  of  either  is  unknown,  though  Mid- Asia  is  suggested 
for  the  Almond,  and  Persia  for  the  Peach.  De  CandoUe,  however,  be- 
lieves, on  etymological  grounds,  that  it  came  originally  from  China. 

W.  T.  T.  D. 


Reports  of  Experiments  on  the  Injluence  of  various  Manures  made  in  the 
Horticultural  Society's  Gardens,  Chiswick,  in  1869.  By  Dr.  M.  T. 
Masters,  F.R.S.,  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Gilbert,  P.RS.  London.  1870. 
(Prom  the  Proceedings  of  the  Koyal  Horticultural  Society.) 

For  these  important  experiments  twelve  species  of  plants  were  selected 
as  typical  of  meadow  herbage,  and  upon  these  the  action  of  particular 
manures  was  tried.  The  plants  included  six  Grasses,  three  Clovers, 
and  three  pasture  weeds.  Some  defects  of  the  experiments,  unavoid- 
able in  a  first  series,  are  easily  seen.  The  boxes,  apparently  of  four 
superficial  feet  and  eighteen  inches  deep,  though  seventy-two  in  number, 
did  not  include  a  single  duplicate  of  any  one  of  the  experiments,  and  the 
results  consequently  lacked  a  most  important  element  of  control.  The 
value  of  thousands  of  farm  experiments  of  a  similar  kind,  but  on  a  larger 
scale,  is  sadly  lessened,  owing  to  the  same  radical  defect ;  and  on  the 
farm  the  variations  in  the  plots  as  to  soil,  etc.,  are,  of  course,  much  more 
serious  sources  of  error  than  any  likely  to  exist  in  the  Chiswick  trials. 
Still  we  hope,  in  spite  of  the  increase  of  trouble  involved  by  doubling 
the  number  of  boxes,  that  a  duplicate  of  each  experiment  will  be  arrangecl. 
If  it  had  not  been  desirable  to  make  the  Chiswick  series  a  continuation 
and  aid  to  the  llothamsted  series,  we  should  have  counselled  simpler 
r..anures  and  a  smaller  number  of  distinct  plots,  omitting,  say  3  and  .5, 
out  of  the  subjoined  series  : — 

*  'Animals  and  Plants  under  Domestication,'  i.  337. 


154  NEW    PUBLICATIONS. 

1.  Unmanured. 

2.  Mineral  manure. 

3.  Ammonia  salts. 

4.  Nitrate  of  soda. 

5.  Ammonia  salts  and  mineral  manure, 
fi.  Nitrate  of  soda  and  mineral  manures. 

The  mineral  manure  consisted  of  the  sulphates  of  potash  and  magnesia, 
carbonate  and  phosphate  of  lime,  and  chloride  of  sodium.  The  mixture 
was  applied  at  the  rate  of  3950  lb.  per  acre,  a  quantity  wliich  corre- 
sponded to  less  than  six  ounces  per  box.  For  box  3  a  mixture  of  sul- 
phate and  chloride  of  ammonium,  at  the  rate  of  800  lb.  per  acre,  was  used, 
and  for  box  4,  1100  lb.  of  nitrate  of  soda.  For  box  5  the  manures  for 
2  and  3  were  joined,  and  for  box  6  those  for  2  and  4.  The  manures 
Avere  intimately  mixed  with  the  whole  of  the  soil  in  the  boxes.  The 
twelve  kinds  of  seed  were  sown  in  the  several-prepared  soils  on  April  1, 
1869. 

In  spite  of  the  great  care  and  pains  bestowed  on  these  experiments, 
and  the  constant  attention  which  they  received  during  the  season  of 
growth,  several  circumstances  are  acknowledged  to  have  impaired  their 
value.  The  soil  was  too  rich,  -while  the  seeds  were  not  in  all  cases  free 
from  admixture,  and  were  too  thickly  sown.  Yet,  after  all,  some  very 
interesting  results  have  been  obtained,  valuable  for  comparison  with  past 
experiments,  and  indicating  the  proper  method  to  be  pursued  in  further  in- 
quiries. We  are  bound  to  say  that  many  of  the  commonly-neglected  con- 
ditions of  agricultural  experiments,  such  as  temperature,  rainfall,  with  the 
proportion  of  stem  to  root,  etc.,  were  duly  recorded  in  the  Chiswick 
series. 

We  now  proceed  to  give  a  very  brief  outline  of  the  chief  results 
obtained,  premising,  however,  that  a  clear  conception  of  the  whole  condi- 
tions and  bearing  of  the  experiments  can  be  gathered  only  from  the  study 
of  the  original  report.  ' 

1.  In  the  unmanured  boxes,  nine  out  of  the  twelve  species  experimented 
with  showed  the  minimum  degree  of  vigour.     The  exceptions  were  in  the 
cases  of  Antlioxanihum  odoratnm.,  Lotus  corniculatns,  and  Achillea  Mille- 
folium.    The  deficiency  of  rain  had  generally  less  injurious  effect  upon 

the  plants  in  the  unmanured  boxes  than  in  those  which  had  been  artifi- 
cially stimulated  to  increased  gi-owth,  especially  by  nitrogenous  appli- 
cations. 

2.  The  boxes  supplied  with  mineral  manures  exhibited  poor  results  in 
the  case  of  five  Grasses  out  of  six,  the  exception  being  the  box  of  Poa 
annua.  But  two  of  the  three  Clovers,  Trifoliuni  prateiise  and  T.  repens, 
attained  a  high  development,  the  third  plant,  Lotus  corniculatus,  being 
here  an  exception. 

3.  Ammonia  salts  benefited  considerably  all  the  Grasses  save  the  An- 
thoxanthum  and  Lolium.  The  two  species  of  Trifoliuni  showed  but  a  low 
degree  of  vigour,  but  the  Lotus  attained  a  medium  degree  of  develop- 
ment. 

4.  Nitrate  of  soda  exercised  less  influence  upon  the  species  of  Poa 
than  upon  the  other  Grasses,  which  latter  mostly  attained  to  a  greater 
degree  of  development  than  in  the  preceding  series  with  ammonia  salts. 
The  nitrate  of  soda  jiroved  of  little  use  to  the  Clovers. 

5.  When  mineral  manures  and  ammonia  salts  were  used  together,  they 
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exercised  a  generally  favourable  influence  upon  the  Grasses  up  to  the 
time  of  cutting,  but  the  plants  declined  in  vigour  afterwards.  In  the 
White  Clover  and  Lotas  the  development  was  uniformly  high,  but  in  the 
T.  pi'aiense  there  was  a  decline  in  October. 

6.  When  mineral  manures  and  nitrate  of  soda  were  employed  together,  the 
effects  were  generally  similar  to  those  in  the  preceding  series  (5).  This 
mixture  did  little  to  stimulate  the  growth  of  one  of  the  plants  experi- 
mented upon,  the  Plantaxjo  lanceolata,  which  did  not  attain  much  luxuri- 
ance when  dressed  with  nitrogenous  manures. 

The  above  results  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  one  set  of  observations 
in  the  Report  of  Drs.  Masters  and  Gilbert.  Another  set  relates  to  tlie 
condition  of  the  plants  in  the  middle  of  October ;  another  to  the  state  of 
the  roots  of  the  various  plants  in  the  following  April  (1870)  ;  while 
another  set  gives  the  contrasts  observable  between  the  growth  of  the  root 
and  herbage  in  the  seventy-two  experiments.  Two  admirable  features  of 
the  Report  cannot,  however,  be  left  unnoticed,  even  in  the  meagre  outline 
which  we  have  attempted  to  draw.  We  refer  to  the  analytical  tables  on 
pp.  6-i  to  67,  and  to  the  diagrammatic  representations  of  the  fluctuations 
in  the  growth,  etc.  of  the  various  plants.  These  conclude  the  Report. 
The  analytical  work  was  performed  in  the  Rotbamsted  Laboratory  with 
appliances  and  with  a  care  which  scarcely  anywhere  else  in  England  could 
have  been  obtained.  It  includes  the  total  weights  of  dry  vegeta')!e  sub- 
stance produced  in  each  box,  the  total  weights  of  the  plant  aslies  from 
each  experiment,  and  the  percentage  proportions  of  ash  to  dry  vegetable 
substance. 

We  quote,  as  indicating  some  of  the  valuable  bearings  of  such  inquiries 
as  the  present,  the  concluding  paragraph  of  Dr.  Gilbert's  remarks  : — 

"  If  the  results  of  the  first  season's  experiments  do  not,  as  hardly  could 
be  expected  that  they  would,  afford  very  satisfactory  evidence  in  regard 
to  the  many  points  of  interest  which  experiments  of  the  kind  are  calcu- 
lated to  elucidate,  at  any  rate  much  experience  has  been  gained  as  to  the 
conduct  of  future  trials  ;  and  the  discussion  of  the  results  themselves  can- 
not fail  to  indicate  how  much  we  may  hope  to  learn  when  the  unfavour- 
able conditions  have  been  avoided,  favourable  ones  carefully  secured,  and 
the  results  attentively  studied.  The  relatively  varying  dependence  of 
different  plants  on  soil  and  atmospheric  conditions  respectively,  the  effects 
of  varying  conditions  as  to  soil-supply,  the  tendency  to  luxuriance  on  the 
one  hand  or  to  maturation  on  the  other,  or  the  widely  varying  special 
characters  of  development,  according  to  the  external  conditions  provided, 
are  points  which,  when  thoroughly  investigated  and  generally  understood, 
must  serve  to  place  the  cultivation  of  plants  for  various  purposes — 
whether  for  the  supply  of  wood,  of  fibre,  of  food,  of  drug  or  colour  in 
some  special  organ,  of  fruits  or  of  flowers — on  the  sure  basis  of  scientific 
principle,  rather  than  leave  it  dependent  on  the  still  uncertain,  though 
often  wonderfully  successful,  guidance  of  empiricism.  ]\Iay  not  such 
knowledge,  too,  give  much  insight  into  the  varying  functions  of  plants 
which  have  been  held  to  be  allied  to,  or  separated  from,  each  other,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  reasons  quite  independent  of  the  sources  of  their  accu- 
mulation, or  the  special  tendency  of  their  assimilative  actions  ?" 

A.  H.  C. 
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|lr.occtbings  of  Sjorieiics. 

LiNNEAN  Society. — February  IWt. — G.  Busk,  Esq.,  Vice-President, 
ill  the  chair.  The  following  papers  were  read  : — "  On  the  Reproductive 
Organs  of  Tremellineous  Fungi,"  by  L.  and  C.  Tulasne ;  "  Bryological 
Kemarks,"  by  S.  O.  Lindberg. 

March  2ud. — G.  Benthain,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.     The  following  botanical 
^z^i'^   pnper  was  read:  —  "On  the  Familiar  Names  of  Plants,"  by  the  Rev.  S. 
Mateer. 

March  16th. — G.  Bentham,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  Professor  Oliver  exhi- 
bited specimens  of  Cnpania  cinerea,  Popp.,  showing  the  singular  dehis- 
cence of  the  seed,  which  allows  the  embryo  to  fall  out,  whilst  the  testa 
and  arill^s  remain  on  the  tree.  Dr.  Hooker  read  extracts  from  a  letter 
from  General  Munro,  describing  the  vegetation  of  a  part  of  St.  Vincent, 
West  Indies.  Mr.  Henry  Reeks  showed  a  series  of  forms,  which  he  con- 
sidered a  complete  gradation  between  Polystichum  aculeatum  and  P.  angu- 
lare.  The  specimens  were  collected  at  Woodhay,  Hampshire.  The  fol- 
lowing paper  was  read,  "Notes  on  Capparis  c/aleuta  and  G.  Murrayi^' 
by  N.  A.  Dalzell. 

April  &lh.- — G.  Bentliam,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  The  following  paper 
was  read  : — "  On  the  Styles  and  Stigmas  oi  Proteaceee,"  by  the  President. 
The  pollen  in  this  Order  is  usually  scattered  before  the  flower  opens;  the 
stigma  is  also  exposed,  though  not  mature,  in  the  bud.  From  the 
examination  of  mainly  dried  specimens,  it  appears  that  there  are  arrange- 
ments in  many  genera  to  prevent  self-fertilization.  In  Petrophila,  the 
stigmatic  surface  is  shielded  in  the  bud  by  the  perianth-segment ;  in  a 
section  of  Persoonia,  the  style  is  turned  away  from  the  stamens,  and 
received  into  a  pouch ;  whilst  in  Coiio&pervium,  the  lowest,  and  in  Syna- 
phea,  the  uppermost  of  the  four  anthers  is  abortive,  the  cells  being  open 
cups,  and  in  each  case  the  stigma  is  directed  towards  the  abortive  anther. 


Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — J2^ril  I3tk. — Alexander 
Buchan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  following  communications 
were  read  : — "  Notes  on  the  recent  Pi-ogress  of  Botany  in  Denmark." 
By  Dr.  Robert  Brown.  In  this  paper  Dr.  Brown  gives  a  review  of  some 
of  the  more  important  researches  made  by  Danish  botanists  during  the 
Inst  few  years,  and  published  chiefly  in  the  Danish  language,  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Natural  History  Society,  the  Botanical  Society,  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  or  as  separate  works.  After  noticing  the  proposed 
removal  of  tlie  Botanic  Garden  from  the  centre  of  the  city  of  Copenhagen, 
where  it  has  long  been,  he  called  attention  to  the  foundation  of  the 
Botanisk  Forening,  or  Botanical  Society,  which  now  numbers  between 
one  and  two  hundred  honorary,  resident,  non-resident  and  foreign  mem- 
bers, and  publishes  a  yearly  '  Tidsskrift,'  or  fasciculus  of  transactions,  con- 
taining many  papers  of  merit.  The  last  part  is  occupied  by  Branth  and 
Rostrup's  "  Lichenes  Daniro.'  It  is  under  the  Presidency  of  Professor 
Lange,  and  is  yearly  increasing  in  importance  and  numbers.  The  publica- 
tion of  the  47th  livraison  of  the  '  Flora  Danica,'  under  the  editorship  of 
Professor  Lange,  marks  an  era  in  Danish  botany,  and  keeps  up  the  high 
reputation  this  work  has  attained.  The  present  part  contains,  like  its 
predecessors,  60  phites,  representing  75  plants  (14  of  these  being 
varieties  already    partially   described    in    the   '  Flora   Danica  '  and   two 
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hybrids),  of  wUicli  24  have  not  been  figured  previously  in  any  icono- 
graphic  work.  The  phites  are  executed  by  Mr.  Thornman.  Pei-haps 
next  to  the  '  Flora  Danica  '  the  most  important  botanical  work  produced 
in  Denmark  of  late  is  '  L'Amcrique  Centrale '  of  Professor  A.  S.  Oer- 
sted, the  results  of  journey  in  Costa  lliea  and  Nicaragua  in  1846-48. 
As  yet  only  the  first  part  is  issued,  partly  at  the  expense  of  the  Danish 
Academy  of  Sciences.  It  contains  IS  folio  pages  of  letterpress  descrip- 
tive of  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  a  map,  two  physiognomical 
views,  and  18  magnificent  plates  in  copper,  representing  new  species  of 
plants.  (Reviewed  in  .Journ.  of  Eot.  1865,  p.  162.)  Oersted  has 
also  published  an  elaborate  memoir  on  the  classification  of  the  Oaks, 
founded  on  the  form  of  the  pistil,  venation  of  leaves,  etc.,  which  dif- 
fers materially  from  that  of  De  Candolle  and  other  preceding  writers, 
and  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  the  Gupuliferce.  To 
the  '  Proceedings  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  '  the  same  author  has 
also  contributed  a  paper  on  the  "  Silphion  "  of  the  ancients,  which, 
from  a  study  of  the  classical  writers,  Greek  coins,  and  vases,  he  con- 
siders was  a  species  of  plant  allied  to  Narthex  Asa-fcelida,  and  wdiich 
he  proposes  to  call  Narthex  SilpJiinni.  Professor  Oersted's  numerous 
papers  on  the  development  of  Fungi,  his  recently  published  '  Introduc- 
tion to  the  Study  of  Cellular  Plants,'  his  '  Memoir  on  the  Morphology  of 
the  Coniferse,'  etc.,  were  also  noticed.  Of  late  years  Dr.  Eugene  Warming 
has  visited  Brazil,  and  made  collections  of  plants  chiefly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lagoa  Santa.  These  are  now  in  course  of  description  by  himself  and 
other  botanists,  chiefly  Augustus  Progel,  J.  A.  Schmidt,  Johannes  Miiller 
(x^rgoviensis),  Otto  Bockler,  C.  F.  Meissner,  A.  W.  Eichler,  J.  G.  Baker, 
Ernst  Hanipe,  George  v.  Martens,  and  Otto  Nordstedt.  The  memoirs  of 
these  botanists  are  published  chiefly  in  the  '  Natural  History  Society's 
Transactions,'  are  written  in  Latin,  and  contain  descriptions  and  critical 
and  geographical  notes  of  many  new  or  little  known  species.  Warming  has 
published  in  the  same  place  remarks  on  the  development'  of  heat  in  Fhi- 
lodc'))dron  Limdii  (n.  sp.)  from  Brazil.  The  development  of  heat  during 
the  flowering  period  embraces  two  calorific  undulations.  The  first  day 
the  greatest  temperature  is  towards  6  to  half-past  7  o'clock  p.m.  It  then 
abates  and  falls  to  the  normal  heat  during  the  night.  The  next  day  the 
calorific  movement  attains  its  culminating-point,  8  to  10  a.m.,  and  ceases 
towards  noon.  These  observations  are  nuule  on  a  plant  which  flowered  from 
the  16th  to  17th  of  November,  1864.  The  culminating-points  of  the  ca- 
lorific undulation  do  not  coincide  with  the  time  when  the  temperature  of  tiie 
air  is  at  its  maxinmm  (viz.  2.30  p.m.).  However,  there  has  been  observeil  a 
certain  dependence  between  them  of  this  kind,  that  when  the  temperature 
of  the  spadix  was  more  or  less  high,  so  also  was  the  temperatin-eof  the  air. 
The  first  period  of  heat  presented  the  greatest  intensity.  Not  only  did 
the  temperature  last  a  much  longer  time,  but  was  more  elevated  than  in 
the  second  period.  The  greatest  heat  which  Dr.  Warming  has  observed 
was  39|-°  C,  the  temperature  of  the  air  being  then  23^,  showing  a  dif- 
ference of  15^^.  The  dift'erenee  in  the  part  occupied  by  the  stamens  was 
even  higher,  viz.  18|-°.  The  anthers  did  not  open  or  discharge  their 
pollen  until  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  after  which  the  calorific 
movement  ceased.  At  the  time  of  the  development  of  iieat  the  inflo- 
rescence gave  forth  an  aromatic  odour,  which  was  much  stronger  when 
the  temperature  was  more  elevated.     The  spadix  is  constantly  surronnded 
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by  swarms  of  insects,  which  certainly  assist  the  fructification.  Among 
the  other  researches  noticed  were  Oersted's  paper  on  Bidens  plafi/cepha  ; 
Warming,  on  the  spiral  arrangement  of  the  leaves  of  Cucurbitacece,  and  on 
Scopiola  atropoides  and  other  SolanacetB ;  Lange's  addition  to  his 
'  Handbook  of  the  Danish  Flora,'  Didrichsen's  '  History  of  Danish 
Botany,'  and  Warming's  '  Inaugural  Thesis  on  the  Inflorescence  or  Deve- 
lopment of  Euphorbia.''  The  review  concluded  with  some  account  of 
recent  Danish  excursions  to  Iceland  and  Greenland,  and  the  results 
derived  therefrom. — "  On  the  Phyllotaxis  of  Lepidodendron."  By  Prof, 
Alexander  Dickson.  (This  will  be  printed  in  extenso  next  month.) — 
"  Ou  LUium  catiadense,  L.,  var.  puberuhmi,  Torr.  By  Dr.  Eobert 
Brown.  In  the  enumeration  of  Dr.  Bigelow's  Californian  collections 
in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  '  Pacific  Railroad  Surveys  '  (Bot.  p.  146), 
Professor  Torrey  notes  a  variety  of  Ldlum  canadense,  distinguished  by 
its  stem  and  peduncles  being  minutely  pubescent,  the  leaves  broadly 
lanceolate,  with  the  margin  and  nerves  pubendous,  the  flowers  (2-7) 
largely  pedunculated,  the  sepals  markedly  reflexed  and  purple-spotted 
within.  In  the  course  of  examining  his  own  and  the  late  Mr. 
Jeffrey's  collection,  Dr.  Brown  had  found  specimens  which  corre- 
sponded to  Torrey's  description,  but  the  characters  are  by  no  means 
constant,  nor  are  all  found  on  one  plant.  In  specimens  of  Lilium  cana- 
dense, gathered  in  Canada,  the  leaves  were  found  quite  as  broad  as  any 
from  North-West  America,  and  in  numerous  specimens  of  Lilium  cana- 
dense from  Oregon,  California,  and  British  Columbia,  the  leaves  were 
almost  linear-lanceolate.  The  pubescence  is  not  a  constant  character; 
for  while  it  was  found  on  young  plants,  it  was  absent  from  old,  nor  was 
constant  in  either  ;  most  probably  it  is  caducous.  The  result  of  this  is, 
that  in  all  likelihood  there  is  only  one  form  of  Lilium  canadense  found  over 
the  whole  North  American  continent  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and 
that  any  varieties  are  merely  local,  and  the  result  of  habitat,  age  or  other  cir- 
cumstances, which  do  not  give  the  characters  derived  therefrom  any  kind 
of  specific  value. — "  Report  on  the  Open  Air  Vegetation  at  the  Roval 
Botanical  Garden."     By  Mr.  M'Nab. 


Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester. — 
Feb.  ilih,  1871. — Joseph  Baxendale,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Section,  in 
the  chair.  "  Notes  on  Polygonum  minus  and  its  allies,"  by  G.  E.  Hunt. 
In  reference  to  the  discussion  at  this  Society  in  November  last  (see  p.  30), 
as  to  the  claims  of  Polygonum  mite,  Schrank,  to  rank  as  a  native  of 
Cheshire,  in  support  of  which  it  was  stated  that  "so  long  ago  as  1828, 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Warrington,  sent  the  plant  from  a  Cheshire  locality 
under  the  erroneous  name  of  P.  minus  to  the  late  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker,  in 
whose  herbarium  at  Kew  the  specimens  still  are," — Mr.  Hunt  stated  that, 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Baker,  of  Kew,  he  had  been  since  furnished 
with  the  perianths  and  fruit  of  the  original  specimen  referred  to  above, 
and  had  compared  them  carefully  with  P.  minus  and  mite  from  various 
stations  both  in  Britain  and  from  the  Continent.  The  comparison  quite 
satisfied  him  that  the  Kew  specimen  from  Cheshire  could  not  be  asso- 
ciated with  P.  mite,  but  was  correctly  referred  by  Mr.  Wilson  to  P.  minus, 
Huds.  Specimens  were  sent  to  Mr.  Baker  for  his  opinion,  and  his  reply 
was  as  follows,  in  a  letter  dated  31st  January,  1871  : — "  I  believe,  now  that 
I  have  laid  the  nuts  side  by  side,  and  compared  them  carefully,  that  you 
are  quite  right  about  the  Polygonum."     I  may  further  add  that  all  the 
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specimens  also  of  more  recent  collection  from  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
seen  by  me  belong  to  P.  minus,  Huds.  The  distinctive  characters  and 
synonymy  of  the  species  were  then  given.  Mr.  Hardy  remarked  that  it 
would  appear  from  Mr.  Hunt's  remarks  that,  besides  Mr.  Baker,  two  at 
least  of  our  oldest  and  most  able  botanists  had  failed  to  differentiate 
P.  minus  and  P.  mite  when  specimens  were  before  them.  In  support  of 
what  was  stated  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Society,  as  quoted  by 
Mr.  Hunt,  he  read  the  following  extract  from  an  article  in  the  '  Phyto- 
logist'  (vol.  ii.  p.  333),  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson,  "  On  the  Polygonum  mite 
of  Schrank  and  allied  species  "  : — "  Cheshire  specimens  (of  P.  mite)  are 
in  the  herbarium  of  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker,  sent  by  Mr.  William  Wilson,  under 
the  name  of  P.  minus  (1828);  I  have  also  European  specimens  of  the 
same  species,  sent  with  the  names  of  laxijhrum,  Weihe,  duhiiim,  Braun, 
Braunii,  Bluff  and  Fing.,  and  mite,  Persoon.  Mr.  Hardy  declined  assent 
to  Mr.  Hunt's  dictum  that  the  relative  size  of  the  nut  furnished  the  only 
good  character  by  which  to  separate  the  t\vo  plants,  believing  that  the 
size  of  the  flower  and  the  habit  of  growth,  when  occurring  side  by  side, 
as  these  specimens  did,  ought  not  to  be  passed  over ;  the  leaves,  too,  of 
the  Mere  Mere  specimen  in  particular  were  actually  more  broadly  lanceo- 
late than  those  of  the  Oxford  and  Surrey  specimens  traced  by  Mr.  Hunt ; 
and  both  the  nuts  and  flowers  larger  than  any  of  the  other  selected 
P.  minus  exhibited  by  Mr.  Hunt,  and  doubtless  correctly  named.  The 
presence  or  absence  of  glands  was,  he  believed,  an  important  character; 
but  it  was  requisite,  for  the  observation  of  these,  that  the  specimens 
should  be  freshly  gathered.  Mr.  Hunt's  localities  for  P.  mite  in  Britain 
are  all  southern,  but  Mr.  Baker,  in  his  '  North  Yorkshire,'  gives  no  less 
than  four  localities  for  it,  two  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  city 
of  York,  and  one  as  far  north  as  Thirsk.  Mr.  Hardly  also  referred  inci- 
dentally to  the  notes  l)y  the  Hon.  J.  Warren  in  this  Journal  (pp.  8,  9)  on 
the  Mere  Mere  P.  nodosum,  and  the  Cheshire  Epilohium  obscurum,  and 
stated  that  he  believed  the  former  to  be  the  seedling  form  of  P.  amphibimn 
{terrestre)*  and  the  latter  identical  with  the  plants  published  1)y  Mr.  Baker 
in  his  '  Plantae  Criticee,'  and  North  Warwickshire  Fasciculus,  under  the 
name  of  E.  ligulatum. 

The  death  is  announced,  on  the  3rd  of  April,  of  William  Wilson,  of 
Warrington,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  was  apprenticed  to  a  soli- 
citor at  Manchester,  and  for  a  few  years  practised  his  profession  at  War- 
rington, after  which  he  devoted  himself  to  science.  In  1820,  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Sir  J.  E.  Smith  and  Professor  Henslow,  and  by  them 
was  introduced  to  Dr.  W.  J.  Hooker,  with  whose  class,  he,  in  1837,  made 
his  first  botanical  excursion.  He  greatly  helped  both  Smith  and  Hooker 
in  their  '  Britisli  Floras,'  and  soon  took  a  high  place  amongst  botanists. 
From  about  1830,  he  specially  studied  Mosses,  and  the  'Bryologia 
Britannica,'  which  he  published  in  1855,  is  still  the  text-book  of  EnglTsh 
students  of  that  group  of  plants.  A  new  edition  is  much  wanted,  as 
about  a  hundred  new  British  species  have  been  detected  since  its  publica- 
tion, and  this   want   Mr.  Wilson  had  hoped  to  have  supplied,  but  his 

*  Not  so.  Mr.  Warren's  plsiiit  is  a  prostrate  form  of  cither,  as  named,  P. 
macu/atum  [nodosnm,  Auct.),  or  possibly  P.  I'ersicaria.  The  perianths  bear  a 
few  glands. — II.  TuiiiEN. 
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declining  health  compelled  him,  shortly  before  his  death,  to  desire  his 
publishirs  to  secaire  another  editor.  Besides  this,  Mr.  Wilson  described 
the  Mosses  for  Dr.  J.  D.  Hooker's  '  Flora  Antarctica,'  Seeraann's  '  Botany 
of  the  Voyage  of  H.M.S.  Herald,'  and  Drunimoiid's  'American  Mnsci;' 
he  also  published  many  new  exotic  species  in  Hooker's  '  London  Jonrnal 
of  Botany.'  His  name  is  commemorated  in  Rosa  IFUsoui,  Borrer ;  Hij- 
meiiophyllum  J'FUsoni,  Hook.,  and  other  British  plants.  His  daughter 
placed  on  his  cofRn  a  wreath  of  Hypnnms,  Violets,  and  Ferns,  a  tribute  of 
aft'ectioii  from  a  fellow-muscologist — Mr.  G.  E.  Hunt. 

Mr.  Eobinson  writes  from  Paris,  after  the  first  siege  of  the  city  : — • 
"The  poor  old  Jardin  des  Plantes  looked  as  straight-laced  and  as  well 
raked  as  on  any  previous  20th  of  March.  The  ndn  caused  by  the  shells 
has  been  quite  repaired,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  plants,  which,  no 
doubt,  will  soon  be  replaced  by  the  other  public  gardens  of  Europe.  By 
the  way,  it  would  have  been  a  great  gain  to  gardening  if  the  old  place 
liad  been  utterly  destroyed.  Then,  perhaps,  a  scientific  garden,  worthy  of 
Paris  in  design  as  well  as  in  contents,  might  some  day  be  the  result.  It 
is,  perhaps,  the  worst  example  of  the  numerous  public  gardens  that  are 
laid  out  in  direct  violation  of  the  most  essential  and  evident  priuciples  of 
garden  design."  Perhaps  the  doubtful  gain  Mr.  Robinson  longs  for  may 
still  be  attained. 

dn  May  1st,  will  be  published  the  first  part,  to  be  continued  quarterly, 
of  Mr.  Worthington  Smith's  '  Mycological  Illustrations,'  edited  by  Mr. 
W.  W.  Saunders  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Bennett.  It  will  contain  24  plates,  and 
the  price  is  10s.  6d. 

Dr.  Robert  Brown,  of  Campster,  has  described  in  the  '  Annals  and 
Magazine  of  Natural  History'  for  April,  three  new  species  of  Qaercus 
from  north-west  America. 

The  Leeds  Philosophical  Society  have  secured  IMr.  L.  C.  Miall,  of 
Bradford,  a  good  botanist,  as  Curator  of  their  excellent  museum. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  that  Mr.  Twiningi's  economic  museum  at  Twicken- 
ham has  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  attention  of  our  readers  is  called  to  the  well-written  and  illustrated 
papers  on  "  Botany  for  Beginners,"  in  the  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle,'  which 
may  be  recommended,  we  think,  with  confidence  to  any  one  wishing  to 
commence  the  study. 

The  Report  of  the  Botanical  Exchange  Club  is  printed,  and  will  be 
very  soon  issued  to  members. 

The  Winchester  and  Hampshire  Scientific  and  Literary  Society,  which 
in  March  1870  formed  a  botanical  section,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  that 
step.  Under  the  Hon,  Secretary's  (Mr.  F.  J.  Warner)  energetic  super- 
intendence, the  section  held  seven  meetings  last  year,  and  made  three  ex- 
cursions. The  same  gentleman,  with  the  assistance  of  two  other  botanists, 
has  prepared  a  list  of  species  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Win- 
chester, which  is  to  be  published  in  a  future  Report.  Surely  there  is  hope 
now  of  a  Flora  of  Hampshire. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  F.  Stratton,  J.  Britten, 
Rev.  T.  Allin,  J.  Sadler,  J.  Bagnal,  Professor  M'Nab,  W.  R.  Jackson, 
Rev.  F.  E.  Kitchener,  Professor  Thiselton  Dyer,  etc. 

CoKKiGENDA  on  p.  94,  I.  22  from  bottom,  for  "  2  cones  "  read  1  cone ; 
1.  16,  for  "right"  read  left;  1.  15,  for  "left"  read  right;  1.  Z,  for 
"-J— (=-.8-)"  read  ,-?—(:=  5)_ 
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SUGAR   IN   BEET-ROOT. 
By  a.  II.  Churcu,  M.A.,  F.C.S., 

Frofessor  of  Chemistrj/,  Royal  Agricultural  College. 
(Plate  CXVII.) 

Climate,  season,  soil,  and  manure,  all  have  an  influence  on  the  amount 
of  su^ar  produced  in  the  i-oot  of  the  sugar-beet.  On  one  occasion  seed 
saved  from  good  Silesian  sugar-beet,  containing,  on  an  average,  about 
13  per  cent,  of  sugar,  yielded  plants  the  roots  of  which  did  not  furnish 
more  than  one-fourth  this  percentage,  for  they  had  been  too  heavily  dressed 
witli  farmyard  manure.  In  wet  seasons,  also,  the  roots  may  become 
very  large,  but  the  quantity  of  sugar  they  contain  will  not  only  be  propor- 
tionately or  relatively  less,  but  may  even  be  absolutely  smaller  in  amount 
per  root.  Should,  on  the  other  hand,  the  season  prove  unusually  dry 
and  hot,  a  premature  development,  in  the  first  year,  of  the  flowering  stem 
may  take  place,  and  this  will  be  attended  with  a  loss  of  sugar  amounting 
to  from  one-eighth  to  one-fourth  of  the  whole  quantity  present  in  the  root. 
Yet,  from  the  experiments  of  Corenwinder  (.Jahresbericht  Agric.  Chera. 
1807,  p.  127)  the  normal  flowering  of  this  biennial  plant  is  attended  by  a 
complete  consumption  of  its  whole  store  -of  sugar.  It  is  a  singular  fact 
that  the  seed  produced  in  the  first  year  from  a  sugar-beet  plant  of  a  good 
strain  yields  roots  which  only  contain  from  2-75  to  G-23  per  cent,  of 
sugar,  according  to  the  experiments  of  the  chemist  just  named.  Many 
other  facts  of  physiological  as  well  as  agricultural  interest  relating  to  the 
occurrence  and  disappearance  of  sugar  in  this  root  have  been  recorded. 
It  is,  for  instance,  well  known  that  in  such  beets  as  grow  partly  out  of 
the  ground  the  percentage  of  sugar  in  the  exposed  portion  may  be  oidy 
one-third  (3-7  per  cent.)  of  that  contained  (11-2  per  cent.)  in  the  covered 
portion.  Even  in  roots  which  have  no  tendency  to  leave  the  soil  (a 
quality  as  valuable  as  the  hereditary  sugar-producing  cluiracter),  upper 
horizontal  sections  of  a  root  contain  rather  less  sugar  than  lower  sections. 
Any  variations  which  may  exist  in  the  saccharine  richness  of  the  several 
vertical  zones  of  the  root,  reckoning  from  its  axis  to  its  circumference, 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  studied. 

In  the  present  notice  I  merely  intend  to  record  a  series  of  experiments 
on  the  gradual  development  of  sugar  in  beet-roots  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  the  years  1869  and  1870.  And  I  purpose,  in  giving  the  more 
complete  experiments  of  the  latter  year,  to  exhibit  them  especially  in  rohi- 
tion  to  the  amount  of  rainfall. 

The  first  series  of  experiments  was  made  in  1869  with  Silesian  sugar- 
beet  seed,  kindly  furnished  me  by  Mr.  James  Duncan,  of  jMincing  Lane, 
who  has  successfully  established  a  beet- sugar  factory,  at  Laveidiani,  in 
Suffolk.  Roots  taken  up  from  the  same  experimental  ground  at  Ciren- 
cester at  the  undermentioned  dates  gave  the  following  percentages  : — 


September  8th,  1869    . 

5-85  per  cent. 

sugar 

October  9th,          „ 

8-58          „ 

3  J 

November  3rd,     ,, 

9-43 

1) 

24th,   „       . 

10-59 

») 
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But  this  series  of  sugar-estimations  was  too  imperfect  to  admit  of  satis- 
factory conclusious  being  drawn  from  it.  So,  in  1870,  another  and  far 
move  complete  series  of  observations  was  made.  The  soil  was  analysed 
and  tlie  rainfall  and  temperature  regularly  recorded,  while  the  determina- 
tions of  sugar,  commenced  in  August,  were  continued  at  fortnightly  inter- 
vals, until  December.  The  weight  of  the  plants  taken  up  for  analysis  at 
each  successive  period,  was  also  noted,  with  the  proportion  of  root  to  leaf 
which  they  showed.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  here  all  these  details  of  the 
experiments,  but  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the  main  conditions  affecting 
tiie  production  of  sugar  in  the  root. 

The  table  prefixed  to  this  note  (Plate  CXYII.)  represents  the  rainfall 
during,  and  the  percentage  of  sugar  after,  a  series  of  fortnightly  periods. 
Before  making  a  few  remarks  on  the  "  sugar-curve,"  I  present,  in  the 
annexed  table,  some  of  the  chief  data  of  the  experiments  : — 

Sugar  in  Bed-root,  1870. 


Periods. 

Rainfall. 

Ratio  of  Root 
to  Leaf. 

Sugar 
percentage. 

Fortnightly 

increment 

of  sugar. 

I. 

July  28  to  Aug.  9. 

•743  in. 

100 

:  153 

8-70 

TT. 

Aug.  10  to     „    23. 

1-630  „ 

100 

:  126 

9-20 

•50 

111. 

„    2-i  to  Sept.  6. 

ITSO  „ 

100 

:  102 

9-77 

•57 

IV. 

Sept.  7  to      „  20. 

•485   „ 

100 

:  91 

10-48 

•71 

V. 

„  21  to  Oct.    4, 

)) 

100  ; 

:  85 

12-00 

1^52 

vr. 

Oct.   5  to     „    18. 

2-494  „ 

100  ; 

:  65 

13-18 

1-18 

VII. 

„    19  to  Nov.  1. 

1-663   „ 

100  ; 

:  65 

13-47 

•29 

VIII. 

Nov.  2  to      „   15. 

•210  „ 

100; 

;  58 

1353 

•06 

IX. 

„  IG  to      „   29. 

1-723  „ 

100  : 

;  52 

13-58 

•05 

It  should  be  added  that  the  average  weight  of  the  roots  increased  regu- 
larly and  to  a  considerable  extent  at  first,  in  periods  I.,  II.,  and  III.  ; 
afterwards,  the  increase  was  less  regular. '  The  temperature  of  the  season 
had  attained  its  maximum  three  weeks  before  Aug.  9th,  and  after  that  date 
decreased  pretty  steadily. 

The  most  obvious  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  table  are  the 
following  : — 

1.  During  root-development  in  August,  and  down  to  September  20th, 
the  leaves  do  not  proportionately  increase,  but  present  a  relative  diminu- 
tion of  about  one-third. 

2.  During  the  period  referred  to  above,  in  I.,  the  absolute  quantity  of 
sugar  increases  considerably,  but,  owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the  abso- 
lute weight  of  the  roots,  its  percentage  proportion  is  only  raised  by  about 
one-fifth  of  its  percentage  at  the  beginning  of  this  period. 

3.  During  October,  the  most  rapid  development  of  sugar  takes  place, 
the  virtual  maximum  of  the  season  being  reached  at  the  end  of  tluit  month. 

4.  The  fortnight  without  rain,  ending  Oct.  4th,  was  that  in  which  the 
greatest  increment  in  the  percentage  of  sugar  occurred  (and,  it  may  be 
added  from  other  data,  only  an  insignificant  addition  to  the  weight  of  the 
roots  was  made). 

It  is  intended  to  continue  these  experiments,  and  to  render  them  as 
complete  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  that  important  facts  in  the  physiolo- 
gical chemistry  of  sugar  may  thus  ultimately  be  learnt. 


163 

IS  ACORUS  CALAMUS  A   NATIVE? 
By  Henry  Trimen,  M.B.,  F.L.S. 

The  late  Dr.  Bromfiekl,  in  his  eatalogue  of  Hampshire  plants,  tliiis 
writes  (Phytol.  iii.  p.  1009), — "I  have  a  lurking  suspicion  that  the 
Sweet  Flag  may  not  be  aboriginal  to  Britain ;"  and  he  gives  as  a  reason 
for  this  doubt  the  absence  of  any  record  of  the  plant  as  wild  in  the 
herbals  of  Turner,  Gerarde,  and  Parkinson.  I  am  iuformetl  by  ]\Ir. 
Hemslcy  that  Mr.  Borrer  also  considered  it  "probably  planted"  in  the 
county  of  Sussex,  whore,  as  well  as  in  Hampshire,  it  is  confined  to  a 
single  station.*  In  the  Thames  valley,  however,  the  Acorns  holds  a  far 
R.ore  prominent  place,  and  is  common  by  the  side  both  of  the  main 
stream  and  of  its  tiibutaries  as  well  as  round  ponds ;  in  the  eastern 
counties  it  is  stated  to  be  equally  or  more  common.  Its  area  is  pretty 
wide,  extending  from  the  south  coast  to  Lancashire  and  York.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  it  is  thoroughly  wild,  and  this  is  doubtless  the 
case  elsewhere  in  England,  for,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Brorafield  above 
quoted,  all  the  writers  on  our  flora  have  deemed  it  a  native.  Watson 
says  (Cyb.  Brit.  iii.  31)  "  apparently  a  true  native,"  and  (Compend.  348) 
"  native "  ;  Babington  and  Hooker  pass  it  without  a  doubt ;  Benthaui 
says  ('Handbook,'  ed.  2.  p.  436)  "believed  to  be  indigenous  only  in 
some  of  the  eastern  counties  of  England";  and  A.  de  CandoUe  does  not 
include  it  in  his  list  of  species  certainly  or  probably  naturalized  in  Great 
Britain  (Geog.  Bot.  645   697). 

My  attention  has  been  lately  directed  to  the  matter  by  reading  j^^  ^^y 
M.  Devos's  notes  on  the  naturalized  and  introduced  plants  of  Belgium  in  2^.^^ 
the  Bull.  Soc.  Bot.  Belg.  1870,  pp.  5-122,  where,  after  a  review  of  the 
history  of  the  plant  on  the  Continent,  lie  points  out  that  in  Belgium,  as 
in  all  western  Europe,  the  Acorns,  though  now  very  well  and  widely 
established,  was  unknown  before  nearly  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
Lie  therefore  classes  it  with  the  "  denizens,"  using  that  term  as  Mr.  H.  C. 
Watson  has  emploved  it.  With  the  view  of  seeing  whether  anv  and  what 
countenance  the  history  of  the  plant  in  Britain  gives  to  this  view,  I  have 
looked  over  the  botanical  literature  of  our  country,  and  I  may  say  at  once 
that  the  general  result  is  a  corroboration  of  ^I.  Devos's  inferences. 

M.  A.  de  Candolle  classes  the  data  upon  which  conclusions  with 
regard  to  naturalization  must  be  based,  in  the  absence  of  positive  proofs, 
under  the  three  groups  of  historical,  linguistic,  and  botanical.  I  will  in 
the  case  before  me  take  them  in  that  order. 

William  Tiirner,  in  his  first  book,  the  '  Libellus  novus '  of  1538,  fol- 
lowed Brnnfels  in  making  Acorns  (of  the  ancients)  to  be  Iris  Pseud- 
acorns.  He  soon  discovered  his  error,  and  in  the  names  of  plants  (1  548) 
says,  that  "  Acorns  gTOweth  not  in  England."  He  knew  no  more  of  it 
than  the  root,  then  largely  sold  as  a  drug,  which  he  describes  in  his 
'Herball,'  pt.  1.  B.  ii.  (ed'.  1,  1551),  and  p.  21  (ed.  2,  1568).  Lobel, 
however,  in  1575,  was  able  to  examine  a  living  plant  in  the  garden  of 
"Johannes  Dilsius,"  at  Liege,  which  had  been  sent  by  Clusius,  who  ob- 
tained it  from  Bithynia  (' Observationes,'  p.  20).  The  plant  seen  by 
Lobel  had    no   flowers,  but  he  has  very  well  described    the   root    and 

*  Mr.  Hemsley  has  since  observed  it  in  a  second  one,  iu  Arundel  Park,  where 
he  thinks,  it  may  have  been  iilantod. 
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leaves.  Tliis  botanist  was  much  in  En,Q;laiKl,  and  paid  special  attention 
to  the  aqnatic  plants  about  London.  When  Clusius,  in  1583,  published 
his  '  History  of  Pannonic  Plants,'  which  also  contains  his  few  notes  on 
English  Botany,  he  added  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  about  Acorns  by 
figuring  the  inflorescence,  giving  details  of  the  Bithynian  locality  at 
"Prusa"  (Brussa?),  and  informing  us  (p.  261)  that  Frisius  saw  it,  in 
1577,  near  Vilna,  abundantly,  where  the  inhabitants  call  it  Tartarsky, 
because  its  properties  were  first  made  known  to  them  by  the  Tartars.* 
Tt  soon  began  to  get  known  in  gardens.  In  1586,  Eobin  grew  it  in  the 
Royal  Gardens  at  Paris  (Hist.  Gen.  Lngd.  p.  1618),  and  in  1596  we 
find  it  enumerated  in  the  catalogue  (p.  1)  of  Gerarde's  garden  in  London. 
Here  we  are  told  (' Herball,'  p.  56)  it  jirospered  "exceedingly  well,"  but 
never  bore  catkins.  Gerarde  obviously  had  no  notion  that  it  was  a 
native  of  this  country ;  he  merely  repeats  the  previously -reported  exotic 
localities.  Johnson,  in  his  revised  edition  of  Gerarde's  '  Herball,'  gives  a 
better  figure  (Chisius's),  and  says  that,  in  1632,  he  received  from 
"Mr.  Thomas  Glynn,  of  Glynnllivon,  in  Carnarvonshire,  .  .  .  the  pretty 
Julus,  or  floure  of  this  plant,  which  I  could  never  see  here  about  London, 
though  it  groweth  with  us  in  many  gardens,  and  that  in  great  plenty  " 
(p.  63).  Johnso'n  apparently  looked  upon  it  as  entirely  a  garden  plant, 
and  says  (p.  64)  it  may  be  "  fitly  called  in  English  the  Sweet  Garden 
Flag;"  whilst  his  contemporary,  Piirkinson,  a  very  accurate  botanist, 
says  explicitly  that  it  is  a  stranger,  "  not  growing  with  us  "  (Theat.  Bot. 
p.  40).  Acorm  is  not  included  in  Ray's  'Catalogue  of  Cambridge 
Plants'  (1660);  but  in  Merrett's  '  Pinax,'  first  printed  in  1666,  it  is 
entered  as  "  found  by  Dr.  Brown,  near  Lyn,  and  by  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Oxford,  near  Hcdley,  in  Surry"  (p.  2).  These  localities  are  also  given 
in  the  first  edition  of  Ray's  '  Catalogus  Plant.  Anglia; '  (1670),  where 
the  author  adds  that  he  had  seen  it  ten  years  before  near  Norwich,  and 
that  Mr.  Needhain  reported  it  abundant  and  wild  in  Cheshire  (p.  7). 

It  appears,  then,  as  far  as  history  goes,  that  Acorus  Calamus  was  un- 
known in  this  counti-y  before  1596,  when  Gerarde  had  it  in  his  garden, 
and  that  it  was  not  till  about  1660  that  it  was  reported  as  a  wild  plant 
from  Norfolk.  We  have  therefore  to  consider  whether  it  is  more  pro- 
bable that,  being  a  common  garden  plant,  it  should  have  become  natura- 
lized, or  that  it  was  overlooked  in  the  wild  state  by  all  the  herbalists  who 
botanized  in  England  before  1660.  But  a  few  other  data  may  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  question.  The  plant  possesses  no  English  name 
of  any  anli(piity,  the  name  proposed  by  Johnson  given  above  being  the 
only  one  ever  used  and  is  indeed  that  still  employed,  omitting  the  word 
"garden."  I  have  not,  however,  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  there  is 
any  bond-fide  Welsh  name.  On  the  other  hand,  the  aspect  of  the  species, 
when  seen  growing  round  the  ponds  and  by  the  streams  of  the  Thames 
valley,  is  (piite  that  of  a  native,  and  gives  one  no  reason  to  doubt  its  spon- 
taneity ;  it  has  all  the  look  of  an  integral  part  of  the  native  vegetation. 
In  the  case  of  a  water-loving  species,  however,  too  much  stress  must  not  be 
laid  upon  this  fact — Imputk'HH  fnlva,  which  grows  along  with  it,  has  an 
equally  English   appearance,  though  a  certainly  introduced    plant  of  a 

*  Pallas,  on  the  ticket  to  the  specimens  in  his  herbarium  now  in  the  British 
Museum,  gives  some  information  about  the  preparation  of  the  rhizome,  and  its 
extensive  use  in  diarrhoea,  in  the  regions  near  the  Caspian,  where  tiie  plant  is 
very  abundant. 
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recent  date.  Dr.  Hooker  states,  in  his  '  Student's  Flora,'  that  lie  has  not 
seen  the  fruit  of  Acorns,  and  I  am  myself  in  a  similar  case,  but  I  have 
not  made  a  special  search.  Dr.  Boswell-Syme  describes  it  in  'English 
Botany,'  but  does  not  say  if  from  British  specimens. 

The  bearing  of  these  various  data  seems  to  me  to  be  against  the 
nativity  of  Jcorns  Calamus  in  England.  The  plant  is  certainly  not  a 
showy  or  conspicuous  one,  and  niight  be  passed  over  by  an  ordinary 
observer,  though  its  peculiar  and  powerful  odour  when  bruised,  readily 
makes  its  presence  known  even  to  them,  and  its  singularity  of  appearance 
then  becomes  striking.  It  may  be  said,  I  think,  with  certainty  that  such 
good  observers  as  Turner,  Lobel,  Clusius,  Gerarde,  Parkinson,  and  Johnson, 
not  to  mention  others  whose  names  are,  from  not  being  authors,  less  known, 
could  not  have  passed  by  so  singular  a  plant, — familiar,  too,  to  all  but 
Turner  in  the  garden,  and  to  which  a  special  interest  attached,  from  the 
uncertainty  and  confusion  prevailing  as  to  the  right  name  of  its  then 
much-esteemed  rhizome.  Besides  this,  we  know  how  readily  Acorns  is 
established  if  planted  in  a  suitable  situation,  and  how  rapidly  such 
aquatic  species  will  extend  themselves  throughout  a  river  basin.  More- 
over, in  this  case  there  was  a  direct  incentive  to  assist  this,  for  the  root 
bore  a  good  price  both  as  a  drug  and  also  among  the  brewers  as  a  flavour- 
ing for  beer.  It  is,  indeed,  generally  admitted  to  have  been  planted  in 
not  a  few  of  its  stations  ;  and  as  definite  statements  on  such  subjects  are 
rarely  put  on  record,  it  is  well  to  say  here  that  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray,  of  the 
British  Museum,  tells  me,  that  the  late  Mr.  Wheeler,*  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company,  planted  it  extensively  about  London,  and  that  Dr.  Gray 
himself  saw  this  done  at  the  well-known  locality  at  Lord  ^lansfield's, 
Highgate  (see  'Flora  of  Middlesex,'  p.  291).  It  would  seem  still  more 
likely  for  the  older  apothecaries  to  act  in  this  manner,  and  they  probably 
did  so ;  though,  even  without  this  direct  interference  of  man,  the  Acorns 
might  readily  become  established  on  a  river-bank  in  proximity  to  gardens 
(as  at  Fulham,  the  first  locality  recorded  for  Middlesex),  from  the  rhi- 
zomes being  thrown  out  with  garden-rubbish. 

Devos  tells  us  that  in  1590  and  1591  Sebitz  naturalized  it  at  Strasburg, 
and  J.  Bauhin  at  Belfort,  and  that  in  1710  it  had  become  abundant  in 
Alsace,  though  wanting  in  France,  where,  indeed,  it  is  still  rare.  We 
have  seen  that  it  was  a  little  earlier  in  cultivation  in  Belgium,  but  there 
is  no  definite  record  of  its  having  been  intentionally  planted  in  wild  loca- 
lities there. 

In  conclusion,  when  we  find  the  history  of  the  plant  in  western  Eurojie 
generally  agreeing  so  closely  with  that  in  England,  we  must,  I  think, 
allow  that  the  case  for  Acorns  as  a  native  becomes  still  further  weakened. 
Indeed,  all  the  facts  about  the  plant  seem  to  point  to  south-east  Europe 
and  adjacent  parts  of  Asia  as  the  home  of  Acorns  Calamns,  and  to  a  pro- 
pagation westward  by  means  of  cultivation  in  botanic  gardens  ;  whilst, 
as  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  it  probably  originated  from  Gerarde's 
garden  in  Holboni,  whither  it  may  have  been  brought  from  Belgium  by 
his  friend  Lobel. 

*  1  liis  Mr.  Wliecler  sowed  and  planted  many  rare  species  at  Ilampstead,  in 
the  wood  called  usually  Turner's  Wood.  (See  Francis's  Anal.  Brit.  Ferns,  ed.  1, 
p.  64..) 
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ON   THE   PHYLLOTAXIS    OF   LEPIDODENDRON   AND   THE 
ALLIED,  IF  NOT  IDENTICAL,  GENUS  KNOERIA. 

By  Professor  Alexander  Dickson. 
{Read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Edinlurgh  Botanical  Society,  April  13fA,  1871.) 

The  fossil  remains  of  these  plants  are  often  so  compressed  that  it  is 
difficult,  or  even  impossible,  to  trace  the  secondary  spirals  round  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  stem,  lu  those  cases,  however,  where  there  is  compa- 
ratively little  compression, — i.  e.  where  the  stem  is  more  or  less  cylindrical, 
— the  determination  of  the  phyllotaxis  is  easy.  Of  such  stems  the  author 
had  examined  thirteen  specimens,  which  may  be  classed  according  to 
the  series  of  spirals  to  which  the  leaf-arrangement  belongs. 

A.  Ordinary  series,  |-,  ^,  f,  f ,  -—,  etc. 

a.   Single  spirals.      (D,  turning  to  the  right ;  L,  to  the  left.) 

1.  Lepidodendrou  (Possil  ironstone  series)  ;  stem  about -f  in. 

in  diameter.     Secondary  spirals  8  D,  13  S,  21  D.    Diver- 
gence =  ^  (or  possibly  |i). 

2.  Lepidodendrou  (Knightswood,  near  Glasgow,  Mr.  J.  Young). 

Stem  about   \\  inch   in  diameter.      Secondary   spirals 
13  D,  21  S,  34  D.     Divergence  =  |i. 

3.  Lepidodendron  (Possil  sandstone  series)  ;  trunk  about  2  ft. 

long,  with  an  average  diameter  of  20  inches.     Steepest 
secondary  spirals  55  S,  89  D.     Divergence  =  y^f . 
h.  Conjugate  spirals.     . 

4.  Lepidodrobus  ornatus  (Bathgate  coal-field)  ;  about  f  in.  in 

diameter.  Secondary  spirals  10  D,  16  S,  26  D,  42  S. 
Divergence  =  ^iVa  =^  if  (bijugate  arrangement). 

5.  Knorria  taxlna  (from  the  collection  of  Dr.  Eankin,  Car- 

luke) ;  slightly  compressed,  4-5  in.  in  diameter.  Se- 
condary spirals  15  D,  84  S.  Divergence  13x3  ~  aV 
(trijugate  arrangement). 
G.  Lepidodendrou  (from  Dr.  Rankin's  collection)  ;  about  1|  in. 
in  diameter.  Secondary  spirals  10  D,  15  S,  25  D,  40  S. 
Divergence  =  13  x  5=1^  (qninqucjugate  arrangement). 

7.  Lepidodendron    (Dowanhill,     Glasgow,    Possil    sandstone 

series)  ;  trunk  about  1  ft.  long,  with  a  diameter  of  1  ft. 
This  stem  requires  further  study ;  but  35  secondary 
spirals  were  counted  to  the  right  and  56  to  the  left.  In 
all  probability  the  secondary  spirals  are  7  S,  14  D,  21  S, 
35  D,  5  6  S,  91  D.  Divergence  =  ^^^  =  y|y  (7-jugate 
arrangement.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  case  of  a  7-jugate 
spiral  has  been  noted  hitherto. 

B.  Series  \,  \,  \,  -^,  etc. 

8.  Lepidodendron   (Messrs.  Merry  and   Cunningham's  Clay- 

band  iron  pit,  Carluke)  ;  stem  2  in.  in  diameter.  Se- 
condary spirals  18  S,  29  D,  47  S.     Divergence  |^. 

C.  Series  \,  |,  f,  jV,  etc. 

9.  Lepidodendron    (Museum,  Royal   Botanic    Garden,  Edin- 

burgh) ;  stem  somewhat  flattened,  1-1|-  in.  in  diameter. 
Socmulary  spirals   9  D,  118,  23  D,  37  S.     Divergence 
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10.  Lepidodenxlron  (Kedliangli,  near  Ediuburgli,  Mr.  Peach)  ; 

stem   somewhat   flattened,  f  to  y  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Secondary  spirals   9  S,   14  I),  23  S,  37  D.     Divergence 

—  ■So- 

T)       SpvipS    i2       3        5  8        13      21pff. 

^-    '-'ciics   2,    g",  -y,  y^-j  T9''    aT'  To'  *^'''"* 

11.  Lepidodtndron  (from  Dr.  Eankin's  collection)  ;  ahont  |-in. 

in  diameter.     Secondary  spirals  12  D,  19  S,  31  D.     Di- 


vergence =  -g-i- 


E    Series  J-   -?-   -*-   -'_  IX  JLS.  pf/> 


12.  Lepidodeiidron  eleyans  (Fossil  ironstone)  ;   about  \\  in.  in 

diameter.     Secondary  spirals  10  S,  13  D,  23  S,  36  D. 
Divergence  ^  \^. 

13.  Lepidodendvon  (Fossil  ironstone)  ;  about  2  j  in.  in  diameter. 

Secondary  spirals  23  S,  36  D,   59  S,  95  D.     Divergence 


1  5  4- 


From  the  above  it  is  evident  that  the  phyllotaxis  of  Lepidodeiidron  is 
extremely  variable,  as  much  so,  perhaps,  as  that  of  those  most  variable 
plants  in  this  respect,  the  Cacti.  It  is  also  clear  that  what  has  been 
enunciated  by  Frof.  Haughton*  as  the  law  according  to  which  the  leaves 
of  palaeozoic  plants  were  arranged,  viz.  that  of  alternate  whorls,  does  not 
apply  to  these  ancient  Lycopods. 
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By  Alexander  G.  More,  F.L.S.,  M.E.l.A. 

(Continued  from  page  145.) 

Lactiica  vlrom,  L.  Hedgebank  by  the  roadside  near  Win  ford  Fii"s, 
sparingly. 

Hieracium  vulgatum.  Fries.  Bordwood  Heath  and  a  sandpit  in  Morton 
Lane,  Brading,  are  the  only  two  localities  known  to  me. 

H.  tridentatun.  Fries.  Far  more  frequent.  Centurion's  Copse,  Bem- 
bridge ;  landslip  near  Luccombe  (1857),  Pan  Common,  New  Copse, 
East  Standen,  etc. ;  Nunswood  Copse,  near  Ningwood  (J.  G.  Baker). 

Campanula  rotundifolia,  L.  A  monstrosity,  with  the  corolla  cleft  into 
five  narrow  segments,  was  found  at  Freshwater,  by  mv  friend  Mr.  F. 
Bond. 

Wahlenhergia  hederacea,  Reich.  On  Buck's  Heath,  in  a  wet  corner 
near  to  Kingston  Church ;  also  between  File  and  Gladdice's  Farms  (Rev. 
Dr.  Cook  son). 

Erythrcea  Centaurium,  L.,  var.  capilala,  Ra;m.  et  Soli.  On  Fresh- 
water Down  and  in  the  warren  at  Alum  Bay,  plentifully.  This  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  plant  given  in  '  Flora  Vectensis '  as  E.  littoralis,  which  1  have 
not  succeeded  in  finding  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Gentiana  campestris,  L.  On  Colwell  Heath  close  to  the  "  Nelson  Inn  " 
(H.  C.  Watson,  1861),  and  gathered  there  in  1862  by  myself.  On  Afton 
Down,  Freshwater,  R.  Tucker,  1869  (.louni.  Bot.  A'ol.  Vlll.  pp.  160  and 
385). 

*Cuscnta  Trifolii,  Bab.  Apjiarently  increasing.  "Mr.  Pristo  says  that 
it  is  becoming  a  pest  in  the  Clover  lields  about  Wliippingham.     1  have 

*  'Manual  of  Geology  '  (London,  1866),  pp.  213  and  215. 
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myself  found  it  at  Bembridge,  Yaverland,  Alverstone,  and  between 
Knighton  and  Newchurch,  etc.  At  Landguard  (A.J.  Hambrough),  Apse 
(Major  Smitli)  ;  Thorley  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate). 

Fnhdonaria  angmtlfdia,  L.  In  ^lorton  Lane,  near  Brading,  sparingly  ; 
the  only  station  known  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chalk  Downs. 

Mi/osotis  paluslris,  With.     By  the  stream  above  Alverstone  Mill. 

yLyc'uim  barbarnm,  L.  Well  establi'^hed  among  shingle  close  to  high- 
water  mark,  on  an  island  at  the  mouth  of  Newtown  Creek  (Dr.  G.  R. 
Tate,  1868).] 

Verhasciim  Thapsus,  L.  Two  specimens  collected  by  Dr.  Bell  Salter  in 
Morton  Lane,  and  others  labelled  by  him  V .  tJiapvfonne,  from  Yaverland, 
belong  to  V.  Thapsus. 

{F.  Blattaria,  L.  On  Brading  Down,  at  the  end  of  a  lane  leading 
from  the  village,  well  established,  but  no  doubt  derived  from  the  neigh- 
boiuing  gardens,  where  it  is  still  cultivated.  Mr.  Stratton  cannot  now 
find  it  near  Carisbrooke,  and,  like  myself,  believes  it  was  introduced 
there.] 

■\Veronica  polita.  Fries,  var.  grandijlora,  Bab.  A  few  roots  at  Bern- 
bridge  in.  1853  in  company  with  the  usual  form. 

*F.  Buxbaumil,  Ten.  Increasing.  Near  Sandown,  Shanklin,  Brading, 
Bordwood,  Alverstone,  Steephill,  Newport,  etc. 

Digitalis  purpurea,  L.  A  monstrosity,  with  the  corolla  deeply  cleft, 
was  found  near  Guildford,  by  the  late  Dr.  Bell  Salter. 

X  Antirrhinum  Oroiitiuia,  L.  Gravelly  fields  near  St.  Helen's  (Miss  A. 
Deighton). 

Linaria  vulgaris,  Moench,  var.  latifoUa,  Bromf.,  '  Phytologist,'  vol.  iii. 
p.  627.  In  its  original  station  this  plant  no  longer  preserves  the  charac- 
ter of  the  large  foliaceous  bracts  and  superior  size  of  flowers.  Some  spe- 
cimens gathered  a  few  years  ago  still  partly  exhibited  these  peculiarities, 
but  at  present,  except  for  its  wider  and  ipore  glaucous  leaves,  the  plant  is 
nothing  more  than  L.  vulgaris,  and  I  have  gathered  it  with  equally  wide 
leaves  in  Guernsey. 

X  Mdawfyrnm  arvense,  L.  The  locality,  "  near  Lord  Dysart's " 
(Steephill),  given  by  Mr.  Snooke  in  his  'Flora  Vectiana  '  (1823)  shows 
that  this  plant  is  no  very  recent  settler.  Normally  a  colonist,  it  has  taken 
possession  of  some  bushy  slopes  in  the  Undercliff. 

Euphrasia  Odontites,  L.  Both  E.  verna.  Ball,  and  E.  serotina,  Lam. 
occur  near  Bemln'idge,  but  I  cannot  believe  them  anything  more  than 
slight  varieties  of  the  same  species. 

Bartsia  viscosa,  L.  On  the  borders  of  a  few  cornfields  ;  also  in  a 
meadow  and  along  the  lane  adjoining  at  Foreland,  Bembridge  (1856),  and 
gathered  there  many  times  since. 

.''  Orohanche  amethysteu ,  ThuiU.  ?  On  the  sandhills  of  St.  Helen's 
Spit,  close  to  the  gun  battery,  only  two  specimens,  found  in  the  vicinity  of 
Eryagium  maritimum  (Miss  F.  M.  More,  1859).  These  specimens  were 
much  withered,  and  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  the  plant  again ;  but 
my  friend  Professor  Babington  thinks  with  me  that  they  may  possibly 
belong  to  0.  amethystea,  Thuill. 

0.  crerulea,  Vill.  On  a  piece  of  heathy  pasture  between  Landguard 
Farm  and  Merry  Gardens  (Mr.  Hambrough).  The  station  in  Sandown 
Bay  is  now  much  narrowed  from  the  gradual  falling  of  the  grassy  border 
of  the  cliff. 
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■\3IeHtha  rolniid'i folia,  L.  A  form  with  leaves  more  elon2,atecl  than 
usual  occurs  in  a  hedge  close  to  the  bridge  at  Sea  Grove,  and  it  is  this 
variety  which  has  been  mistaken  for  M.  si/lvedns  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

M.  aativa,  L.  By  the  side  of  a  stream  near  the  cliff  at  Brigiitstone 
(A.  J.  Hambrough,  1860).  In  ditches,  and  by  the  stream  a  little  above 
Yar-bridge.  There  was  also  a  specimen  labelled  "  Guildford  "  in  Dr.  Bell 
Salter's  herbarium, 

*M.  rubra,  Smith.  In  a  ditch  near  the  White  Cottage,  between  Lake 
and  Shanklin  (Rev.  T.  SaUvey,  1857),  and  well  establishel  there  in 
1859.  Hedge  near  the  "Nelson's  Arms  Inn,"  Colwell  Bay,  and  plenti- 
ful in  the  garden  of  the  inn  (H.  C.  Watson).  Among  Brambles  by  the 
roadside  at  Niton,  close  to  a  cottage  (Rev.  E.  Carr). 

[Salvia  pralensis,  L.  Tiie  single  plant  mentioned  in  the  '  Flora  Vec- 
tensis '  grew  in  a  grass  field,  but  upon  land  that  had  been  ploughed  not 
many  years  previously.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  afterwards  found  another  plant 
in  a  different  part  of  his  land ;  no  doubt  accidentally  introduced,  and 
now  extinct.] 

Origanum  viilgare,  L.,  var.  vireus.  Isle  of  Wight  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray 
(Comp.  Cyb.  Brit.  p.  545). 

Thijinns  Chamcedrys,  Fries.  Bleak  Down  (A.  J.  Hambrough).  St. 
Helen's  Spit,  and  probably  elsewhere,  but  far  less  common  than  T. 
Serpyllum. 

Calamiutha  officinalis,  L.,  var.  Briggsii,  Syme.  Near  Carisbrooke 
(F.  Stratton,  1867). 

\Nepeta  Cataria,  L.  By  bridle-roads  in  two  places  on  Bowcombe 
Down  (F.  Stratton). 

Lamiiim  purpureum,  L.,  var.  decipiens,  Syme.  In  garden  ground  at 
Bembridge. 

Obs.  Lamiiim  intermedium  must  be  erased  from  the  list,  Dr.  Brom- 
field's  specimens  being  nothing  more  than  a  variety  of  L.  incimm,  with 
leaves  broader  and  more  cuneate  than  usual. 

Stachys  pal/csfris,  L.  Mr.  Hambrougii's  specimen,  supposed  to  have 
been  S.  amhigna,  is  only  a  slight  variety  of  S.  palmtris. 

Obs.  ■\Ballota  rnderalis.  Dr.  Bromfield's  specimens  from  St.  Law- 
rence do  not  belong  to  this  but  to  B.  fceiida.  Lam.,  nor  have  I  succeeded 
in  finding  the  former. 

\Anagallis  arvensis,  L.,  var.  caeridea.  In  a  field  at  Alverstone  (J. 
Pristo). 

Cenlunculus  minimm,  L.  Gravel  pit  at  the  junction  where  the  road 
from  Newport  branches  to  Fishbourne  and  Ryde  (Rev.  A.  i\I.  Norman). 

Plantago  Coronopiis,  L.  Inland  on  Pan  Common,  Bleak  Down,  and 
at  Newchurch. 

Schoberia  maritima,  Mey.  The  stouter  and  more  ligneous  form  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Bromficld  grows  on  St.  Helen's  Spit,  and  in  other  places 
round  Brading  Harbour,  but  is  certainly  no  more  biennial  than  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  the  species.  Judging  from  the  description,  it  seems  to  be 
the  ty|)ical  S.  maritima  of  Dumortier,  Bull.  Soc.  Royale  Bot.  de  Belgique, 
vii.  328  (1868). 

XCIienopodiam  poly.ipermum,  L.,  var.  cymosnm,  Moq.-Tand.  Near 
Shanklin,  the  only  locality  where  I  have  found  it,  but  var.  acutifoliwm,  Sm., 
is  freciuent. 

XC  album,  L.,  var.  candicans,  Lam.     Near  Kerne,  etc.,  not  unfrequent 
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ill  cultivated  ground. — Yar.  paganum,  Eeich.     Eembridge,  etc.,  frequent. 
Yar.  viride,  L.     Slianlclin,  Saadown,  Benibridge,  etc.     Common. 

[C.Jicifolium,  Smith.  A  specimen  in  Sir  W.  Hooker's  herbarinm  at 
Kew  is  labelled  Isle  of  Wight,  but  I  have  never  met  with  the  plant  my- 
self.] 

-\-C.  nrhicum,  L.,  var.  intermedium,  M.  &  K.  At  Hide  Parm,  near  Shank- 
lin,  I  once  found  a  plant  producing  on  one  branch  cymose  clusters  of 
flowers,  accompanied  by  a  leaf  nearly  entire,  while  the  rest  of  the  leaves 
•were  toothed,  and  flowers  in  panicles  as  usual. 

■\C.  rubrum,  L.,  var.  psi'iido-holri/oidcH,  Wats.  The  plant  which  grows 
at  Hardingshoot  Pond  belongs  to  this  form,  but  Dr.  Bromfield  raised  the 
typical  C.  rubrum  from  seeds  taken  from  the  dwarf  decumbent  form,  so 
that  1  do  not  see  how  it  can  rank  as  a  proper  variety,  I  have  seen  the 
typical  C  rubrum,  L.,  only  once  at  Bembridge. 

SaUconda  herbacea,  L.  A  very  slender  dwarf  form,  quite  prostrate, 
and  little  branched,  occurs  near  Newtown  on  ground  from  which  the 
turf  has  been  recently  pared.  The  spikes  are  acute,  but  the  internodes  as 
in  ordinary  S.  procumbens,  Sm.,  so  that  it  does  not  agree  with  S.  appressa 
of  Dumoriier,  but  nearly  with  S.  pimlla  of  Mr.  Joseph  Woods.  (Phyt., 
0.  s.,  iv.  p.  309,  1851.) 

S.  radicai/s,  Sm.  Wootton  Creek  (A.  G.  M.).  By  the  West  Yar 
(Dr.  G.  E.  Tate).  Two  forms  of  this  occur  on  the  shores  of  Brad- 
ing  Harbour.  On  the  harder  mud  grows  a  plant  with  a  stout,  central, 
woody  root,  often  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  round  which  spread  the  decum- 
bent lateral  branches,  which  scarcely  at  all  take  root  at  the  joints.  This, 
I  believe,  represents  S.  fruticosa,  L.,  and  S.  Ugnosa  of  J.  W^oods,  1.  c. 
But  in  the  soft,  pulpy  mud  the  branches  take  root  in  all  directions,  while 
the  original  stock  decays  as  they  advance,  leaving  an  interwoven  mass  of 
slender  roots  creeping  in  all  directions.  This  latter  is  the  proper  S.  radi- 
cans  of  Smith.  I  was  unable  to  see  any  difference  between  the  seeds  of 
these  two  forms,  and  I  may  remark  that  M.  Duval  Jouve,  in  his  elaborate 
paper  on  the  French  Scdicornire,  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  Bot.  Soc.  of 
France,  vol.  xv.  p.  165  (186S),  does  not  show  any  great  difference  be- 
tween the  seeds  of  his  two  species,  S.  sarmentosa  {radicavs  of  Suiith)  and 
S.  fruticosa.  The  observations  of  Lloyd  in  his  '  Flore  de  I'Ouest,'  p.  417, 
seem  to  agree  very  closely  with  my  own  experience,  and  I  think  that  we 
may  safely  claim  S.  fruticosa,  L.,  as  an  Isle  of  Wight  plant. 

Atriplex  Uttoralis,  L.,  var.  marina,  L.  On  the  gravelly  point  at  Bem- 
bridge. Bank  of  the  Medina,  near  East  Medina  Mill  (F.  Stratton). 
Shore  below  Bouldner  (Herb.  Bromffeld).     A.  llLioralis,  L.,  is  frequent. 

A.  palula,  L.,  var.  A.  amjvstifolia,  Sm.  Yery  common. — Yar.  erecta, 
Angl.,  serrata,  Syme.     Near  St.  Helen's,  Sandown,  etc.,  frequent. 

A.  hastata,  L.,  var.  A.  deltoidea,  Bab.  In  garden  ground  at  Bern- 
bridge,  and,  in  its  prostrate  form,  very  common  along  the  muddy  embank- 
ments of  Brading   Harbour,  at   Luccombe,   Bonchurch,  Yarmouth,  etc. 

A.  Smilhii,  Syme;  A.patula,  Sm.     Common. 

A.  Babingtonii,  Woods.  Plentiful  on  shingly  and  sandy  beaches,  and 
occurs  also  ah.'Ug  the  tidal  creeks.  In  salt  marsh  ground,  1  have  noticed 
a  form  which  differs  from  the  ordinary  A.  Babingtonli  by  the  elongated 
shape  of  the  fruit  calyces,  many  of  which  are  irregularly  shaped. 

A.  arenarla.  Woods ;  A.  laciniata,  Flor.  Yect.  St.  Helen's  Spit. 
Sandowu  Bay.     Norton's  Spit  and  Totland's  Bay.     Rather  rare,  but  I 
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believe  all  the  stations  given  in  '  Flora  Vectensis  '  for  A.  lac'mlata  belong 
to  this  species. 

Obs.  a.  nitens,  Eeb.,  I  have  not  succeeded  in  tinding  on  the  shore 
near  Ryde,  so  that  it  has  probably  become  extinct,  and  was,  no  doubt, 
the  outcast  of  some  garden. 

Riimex  pratensis,  M.  et  K.  In  a  meadow  between  Centnrim's  Copse 
and  Brading  Harbour  (Rev.  W.  W.  Newljould).  Gurnard  B  ly  and  by 
the  Medina  (F.  Stratton).  In  several  localities  near  Benibridge.  Be- 
tween Shanldin  and  Luccombe.  Brading  marshes.  On  th ;  shore  at 
Norton,  etc.  Judging  from  the  irregular  shape  of  the  enlarj,ed  petals, 
this  is  rather  the  hybrid  R.  oUuHifolio -crisp as,  if  that  ca  i  be  dis- 
tinguished from  R.  praleiisis  proper. 

R.  siingidneo-cnspns.  A  plant  occurs  here  and  there  about  Beudiridge 
vpjiich  is  intermediate  between  R.  crlsp/is  and  H.  sanr/ziine/ts,  nearer  the 
latter;  its  leaves  are  curled  and  narrowed  to  the  base;  sepals  as  in  R.  snii- 
guineus,  but  twice  as  large  and  wider ;  the  flower-spikes  much  tinged 
Avith  red  ;  I  believe  it  is  a  hybrid.  With  it  occurs  another  pi  int,  which 
differs  in  having  the  sepals  slightly  denticulate,  and  which,  in  a  series, 
would  take  its  place  between  R.  sanguineus  and  R.  pratensis. 

Polygonum  Persicaria,  L.,  var.  elatum,  Gren.  et  Godr.  =  P.  nodosum, 
(■Journ.  of  Bot.  ix.  37).  In  Sandown  Marshes,  but  much  rarer  than  the 
normal  form. 

P.  mite,  Schrank.  A  single  plant  in  the  marshes  nort'i  of  Pan 
Common,  September,  1858.  This  specimen  was  foiuid  growing  with 
the  typical  V.  minus  and  P.  Persicaria,  and  was  also  accom  )anied  by 
what  I  think  is  a  very  tall  and  large  form  of  P.  minus,  much  resembling 
Eeichenbach's  figure'(Ic.  Bot.  v.  493),  but  which  Dr.  Boiwell  Syme  is 
inclined  to  refer  to  P.  mite.  A  number  of  specimens  which  I  collected 
at  the  same  time  seem  to  form  a  complete  series,  ranging  fro.n  typical 
P.  mite  to  the  usual  small  form  of  P.  minus ;  and  I  strongly  suspect  that 
they  include  some  hybrids  that  might  be  called  "  minori-pe?-sicaria." 

P.  aviculare,  L.  The  following  forms  occur  : — Var.  P.  agrestinum, 
Jord.  In  cornfields  and  cultivated  ground,  frequent.  To  this  1  should- 
refer  the  plant  noticed  by  Dr.  Bromtield  (Phyt.  iii.  763)  as  re,end:)ling 
the  American  P.  erectum.  Var.  vulgatum,  Syme.  Common  at  the 
foot  of  walls,  along  waysides,  etc.  Var.  P.  arenastrum,  Bor.  On  St. 
Helen's  Spit,  and  probably  elsewhere.  Var.  P.  microspermun,  Jord. 
On  the  shore  in  Sea  View  Bay  and  on  St.  Helen's  Spit.  The  s,)ecimens 
from  both  localities  have  been  identified  by  Professor  Boreau.  Var. 
rurivagum.,  Jord.  This  is  the  var.  segetale,  of  Bromfield  (Phyt.  iii.  763), 
and  is  very  common  in  stubbles  and  among  crops,  especially  on  a  calca- 
reous soil!  Var.  P.  litiorale.  Link.  On  St.  Helen's  Spit  with  P.  PmH 
(A.  G.  M.).     Totland's  Bay  (F.  Stratton). 

P.  Raii,  Bab.  St.  Helen's  Spit ;  Spit  at  Ham])stead  ;  west  side  of 
Newtown  Creek  (A.  G.  M.).  Shore  between  Yarmouth  and  Bjuldner 
(J.  G.  Baker).  Norton  Spit,  Totland's  Bay,  Colwell  Bay,  and  Freshwater 
Gate  (Mr.  H.  C.  Watson). 

P.  Convolvulus,  L.,  var  /8.  pseudo-duinetorum,  Wats.  Near  the  church 
at  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  cornfields  near  Luccombe.  Shore  at  East  Cowes 
(F.  Stratton). 

Tkesium  huniifusum,  De  Cand.  On  the  sandhills  of  St.  Helen's  Spit, 
near  the  mill  pond. 
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XEuphorbia  plafyphylla,  L.  Cornfields  near  the  windmill  at  Bembridge 
and  on  Bembridge  Down ;  at  Cai-penter's,  near  St.  Helen's ;  cornfields 
above  Steephill ;  at  Hampstead,  Slialfleet  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate).  Alverstone, 
Whippingbam  (J.  Pristo). 

E.  Paralias,  L.  One  plant  on  the  sandy  shore  of  Gurnet  Bay,  1868 
(J.  Pristo),  probably  sprung  from  seed  carried  by  sea  from  Hayling 
Island.  Still  flourishes  on  St.  Helen's  Spit  and  at  Norton,  where  it  was 
planted  by  Dr.  Bromfield. 

Urlica  diuica,  L.,  var.  angustifoJia.  Lower  Hide  Farm,  near  Shanklin  ! 
(Eev.  T.  Salwey). 

XUlniHs.  I  do  not  think  either  species  of  Elm  is  indigenous  in  the 
Isle  of  "Wight.  Trees  so  commonly  planted,  whose  roots  run  so  far,  and 
whose  seed  is  so  easily  scattered,  require  stronger  evidence  in  their  favour 
than  I  have  yet  seen  ;  and  there  are  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  scarcely  any 
upland  copses  where  the  Elm  might  be  expected  to  occur  as  native. 

XSalix  triandra,  L.  Redhill  Farm,  Appuldurcombe  (Herb.  Bromfield). 
The  specimen  is  from  a  female  plant,  and  is  marked  as  doubtfully  native. 

XS.  fragilk,  L.  Marshconibe  Copse,  Yaverland ;  near  Yar  Bridge ; 
near  Kerne  Farm  ;  Lower  Knighton,  etc.,  but  not  in  any  locality  where  it 
can  be  considered  native. 

-S".  acuminata,  Sm.  The  Willow  from  Northwood  Park,  preserved 
under  this  name  in  Dr.  Bromfield's  herbarium,  is  referred  by  Professor 
Babington  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker  to  *S.  Stnithiana,  Willd.,  var.  rugosa,  but 
1  have  gathered  in  Marshconibe  Copse  a  plant  which  exactly  corresponds 
with  the  figure  of  S.  acuminata  in  '  English  Botany,'  and  this  seems  to  be 
a  hybrid  between  S.  capraa  and  S.  viminalis. 

Obs.  S.  laurina,  Flor.  Vect.  Some  imperfect  specimens  from  Barns- 
ley  Farm,  preserved  under  this  name  in  Dr.  Bromfield's  herbarium,  belong 
to  S.  cinerea,  L.,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  Salijc  noticed  near  New- 
town by  Mr.  Borrer  was  the  same,  or,  if  correctly  named,  it  must  have 
been  planted.  S.  acutifolia,  S.  crenc'ea,  S.  vitellina,  S.  triandra,  etc.,  are 
cultivated  in  tlie  Willow  beds,  but  the  only  species  which  appear  certainly 
indigenous  are  S.  repens,  S.  aurita,  S.  cinerea,  and  S.  capraa. 

X-f/iniper/is  communis,  L.  I  have  only  seen  the  single  bush  which 
grows  on  the  down  above  Nunwell,  and  on  it  I  found  several  well-formed 
and  fertde-looking  berries  in  April,  1860. 

{To  be  continued.)  , 
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Plants  of  Staffordshire. — In  reply  to  the  Eev.  W.  A.  Leighton 
(see  p.  112),  I  am  able  to  state  that  Cannock  Chase  is  about  760  feet 
above  the  sea  level,  and  Sutton  about  4.50  feet.  The  flora  of  Sutton 
Common  is  more  boreal  than  alpine,  I  think,  containing  an  abundance  of 
Ulex  europfcus,  Calluna  vulgaris,  Erica  cinerea,  E.  Tetralix,  with  here 
and  there  scattered  tufts  of  Triodia  decumbens  and  Molinia  ccerulea.  I 
also  find  Parnassia  palnstris  and  Jusione  montana,  but  never  abundant 
here.  The  flora  of  Cannock  Chase  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  Sutton. — 
J.  Bagnall. 
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Perianth  (p.  112). — The  term  'perianth  '  seems  to  me  to  be  too  use- 
ful to  discard.  It  should,  however,  be  used  as  a  collective  term  for  the 
floral  envelopes.  We  may  thus  have  the  perianth  in  its  perfect  for.u 
separable  into  two  parts — the  calyx  and  corolla.  Then,  again,  either 
the  outer  or  inner  portion  may  be  wanting,  or  the  two  series  may  be 
similar,  either  both  calyx-like,  calycoid,  or  l)oth  more  or  less  brigiitly 
coloured  or  coroUoid.— W.  11.  M'Nab. 


Plants  of  Co.  Cork. — Scirpus  Savil ;  not  recorded  up  to  this  from 
District  No.  2  of '  Cvbele  Hibernica,'  but  occurs  abundantlv  in  the  east 
of  the  county. — Carex  d'wulm ;  apparently  a  very  rare  plant  in  Ireland, 
but  not  unfrequent  in  this  county.  It  occurs  at  Midleton,  and  in  the 
extreme  west  near  Bantry. —  C.  limosa  ;  not  recorded  from  this  county 
hitherto,  but  found  twice  by  me  last  summer,  near  Glengariffe,  at  base  of 
the  Sugar  Loaf,  aiul  on  Bluefort  Bog,  Newmarket. — C  Jilifonnis  ;  stated 
by  Druramond  to  grow  in  Ballyphehane  Bog,  near  Cork,  but  not  seen 
there  lately.  I  found  it  last  summer  abundantly  in  a  lake  at  head  of  the 
Glengarifle  Glen. — C.  paluJosa  ;  not  recorded  from  the  county.  I  have 
found  it  here  at  Dumfort  Bog,  and  again  in  the  west  near  Dunmanway. — 
T.  Allin. 


Veronic.\  triphyllos,  X.  — One  of  my  pupils  lately  found  this  in  a 
cornfield  near  Rugby,  where  several  other  Veronicas  were  growing.  Its 
occurrence  here  so  far  away  from  the  eastern  counties,  its  proper  habitat, 
seems  worthy  of  record. — F.  E.  Kitchener. 


Crithmum  maritimum.  —  In  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  (p.  143) 
the  shingly  beach  at  Newton  Creek  is  called  a  "  most  unusual  locality  " 
for  Crithmum  maritimum.  Surely  this  is  not  the  case  ;  the  plant  is 
not  abundant  in  Sussex,  but  I  find  it  here  and  there  on  the  beach  all 
along  the  coast  from  Rye  to  Chichester  Creek,  and  I  have  seen  it  in 
several  similar  places  in  other  parts  of  England. — W.  W.  IIkeves. 


Applications  of  some  British  Plants. — The  Cariccs  are  not 
noted  for  their  economic  value,  but  in  isolated  country  districts  we  may 
often  see  some  novel  application  of  a  native  product  little  thought  of  by 
the  residents  of  large  towns.  The  Carex  panicuhita,  L.,  a  plant  growing 
in  wet  copses  and  marshes,  would  appear  to  be  of  no  interest  economi- 
cally, yet  the  dense  tufts  of  this  plant,  which  attain  a  large  size  in  the 
Norfolk  fens,  are  cut  by  the  peasantry,  and  used  to  a  certain  extent  in 
some  parts  of  the  county,  as  well  as  in  Sussex,  for  kneeling-hassocks  in 
churches.  They  are  very  durable,  and  have  been  known  to  last  over  fifty 
years.  The  stems  of  Scirpus  lacnstris  and  Typha  lutifulia  are,  of  course, 
more  generally  used,  but  these  are  platted,  wiiile  the  tufts  of  the  Carex 
require  no  preparation.  In  Yorksliire  and  Cuinb(;rland  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  the  Hair  Moss,  Polytrlc/uim,  commune,  to  be  used  both  for 
hassocks  and  brooms.  In  Lapland,  the  natives  remove  large  masses  of 
this  Moss  from  the  ground  just  above  the  roots,  and  use  them  for  mak- 
ing beds  and  for  coverings  instead  of  blankets. — J.  R.  Jackson. 
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Flora  Hantonieksis  (p.  160). — There  seems  to  be  now  soirie  like- 
lihood that  the  long-desiderated  '  Flora  of  Hampshire '  will,  at  no  distant 
date,  be  taken  in  hand.  Early  information  (not  given,  I  think,  in  Dr.  Brora- 
field's  fine  (ontribution  to  the  subject)  could  be  coUerted  by  the  carrying 
out  of  some  such  plan  as  I  have  sketched  out  in  the  Journal,  Vol.  YIII. 
p.  158.  I  have  not  paid  much  attention  myself  to  the  county  in  my 
reading,  except  as  regards  such  matter  as  bore  upon  the  Isle  of  Wight ; 
so  that,  besides  references  to  Gerarde,  I  can  only,  at  present,  give  the 
following  srant  information: — Lobel,  '  Illustrationes  Stirpium'  (165  5), 
p.  85;  Jol-nson's  '  Mercurius  Botanicus  '  (1634),  pp.  21,  22,  59,  pars 
altera  (1641),  p.  30;  Parkinson's  '  Theatrum  Botanicnm '  (1640), 
pp.  640.  1167,  1485;  and  Kobson's  'British  Flora'  (1776),  p.  161.— 
KoBEHT  Tucker. 


Trichomanes  r.\dicans  in  England. — In  a  recent  number  of 
'Nature,'  (vol.  iii.  p.  509,)  Mr.  IC.  F.  im  Thurn  gives  a  locality  for  this 
species  in  Cornwall.  He  states  that  he  found  it  "  on  a  rock  overhanging 
the  water  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  fall"  at  St.  Knighton's 
Kieve,  on  the  northern  coast  of  the  county,  in  August,  1867.  In  the 
succeeding  year,  during  a  hurried  visit,  he  was  unable  to  see  it.  In  the 
next  number  of  '  Nature,'  (vol.  iv.  p.  8,)  Mr.  W.  P.  Dymond,  of  Fal- 
mouth, corioborates  the  fact,  and  adds  that  the  Fein  was  first  recogtiized 
at  the  spot  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Fox,  in  1866.  Mr.  ira  Thurn  has  kindly 
communicated  to  me  some  additional  details.  The  waterfall  in  question 
is  about  two  miles  from  Tintagel  Castle,  and  the  same  distance  from 
Boscastle  ;  a  single  patch  only  was  seen,  and  the  fronds  were  probably 
not  much  over  two  inches  in  height.  He  has  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of 
the  plant,  but,  being  separated  from  his  herbarium,  is  unable  at  present 
to  submit  the  only  frond  he  gathered  to  my  examination.  With  reference 
to  the  pn  babilities  of  its  introduction  at  the  fall,  Mr.  im  Thurn  writes: 
— "  The  rocks  about  the  waterfall  are  exactly  of  the  kind  on  which  the 
TriclioriKiiiHs  usually  grows,  and  if  there  is  any  one  in  the  neighbourhood 
with  a  taste  for  the  cultivation  of  Ferns  they  may,  of  course,  have  tried 
the  experiment  of  introducing  the  plant.  Again,  the  waterfall,  which  is 
romantic  enough  to  attract  many  visitors,  is,  with  a  certain  amount  of 
ground  round  it,  enclosed,  and  let  to  a  man  who  makes  a  show  of  it. 
The  Ferns  of  other  species  growing  about  the  fall  are  remarkai)le  for 
their  great  luxuriance,  and  are  much  admired  by  visitors,  A  smattering 
of  fern-lore  being  so  common  amongst  tourists,  it  is  by  no  means  impos- 
sible that  the  lessee  of  the  waterfall  may  have  attempted  to  add  to  its 
attractions  by  planting  rare  Ferns.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  my  own 
impression  is  that  it  was  not  an  introduced  plant,  for  which  opinion  my 
reasons  are  as  follows :  Firstly,  the  plant  was  not  growing  close  to  the 
waterfall,  the  part  generally  visited,  but  some  little  way  down  the  stream, 
almost,  if  not  quite,  l)eyond  the  range  -of  ordinary  visitors.  Secondly,  it 
is  scarcely  probable  tliat  a  man  who  has  to  repay  himself  for  a  heavy  rent 
bv  the  fees  obtained  from  visitors  duriiig  the  shf  rt  summer  season  would 
be  able  to  expend  much  in  plants  as  rare,  expensive,  and  insignificant  as 
the  Trichomayies,  especially  since  it  would  be  passed  unnoticed  by  all  but  a 
few  of  his  customers.  Thirdly,  and  lastly,  the  plant  showed  no  visible 
signs  of  introduction,  and  was  of  the  wild  form,  and  not  of  that  slightly 
different  form  which  it  assumes  under  cultivation."     Under  these  cireum- 
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stances,  it  will  be  best  for  the  present  to  witlihold  from  the  TricJio- 
maues  an  unqualified  admission  into  the  flora  of  Cornwall.  There  is, 
liowever,  undoubted  evidence  of  its  existence  in  Enghind  at  a  time  pre- 
vious to  the  introduction  of  the  popular  taste  for  Fern-culture.  In  tlie 
first  volume  of  this  Journal  (p.  23S),  attention  was  (h'awn  by  Mr.  T. 
Moore  to  Dr.  Richardson's  specimens  from  Bingley,  Yorkshire,  in  the 
British  Museum ;  and  in  the  Banksian  herbarium  there  is  another  speci- 
men from  "  Belbank,  Yorkshire"  (the  same  locaUty),  collected  by  Hud- 
son. These  Y'orkshire  plants  are  but  an  inch  or  two  high.  There  are 
also  in  the  Museum  very  luxuriant  specimens  from  Carnarvonshire,  col- 
lected in  1863  by  Mr.  Backhouse.  In  this  locality,  however,  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  an  intentional  introduction,  as  is  also  the  case  in  the 
parallel  habitats  in  Westmoreland  and  Arran,  recorded  in  this  Journal, 
Vol.  I.  pp.  238  and  293,  and  Argyle,  given  in  Watson's  '  Compendium,* 
p.  604.  The  county  of  "Derbyshire"  is  mentioned  in  '  Nature'  (vol.  iii. 
p.  333)  as  formerly  producing  this  rare  Fern,  but  I  suspect  some  error  in 
this.  Still,  there  is  sufficient  probability  of  coming  upon  Trichomanes  in 
a  wild  state  in  England  to  render  worth  while  a  special  search  in  suitable 
localities. — Henry  Trimen. 


Flora  Vectensis. — In  continuation  of  my  remarks  (Vol.  VIII.  p. 
384),  I  may  state  that  the  Sloane  MS.  591,  ascribed  to  Dr.  John  Pratt, 
(cf.  p.  15  of  the  present  volume,)  gives  localities  for  Samphire,  Fnciis 
marinas,  male  and  female  Mercury,  agreeing  with  those  given  in  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  159.  I  find  no  mention  of  Isle  of  Wight  plants  in  Blackstoue,  'Spe- 
cimen Botanicum '  (1746),  nor  do  I  come  across  any  record  in  Dr.  W.  (i. 
Maton's  '  Scenerv  of  the  Western  Counties  of  Enoland  '  (1797),  nor  iu 
J.  Hassell's  'Tour  of  the  Isle  of  Wight'  (1790).  There  is  a  like  silence 
in  W.  Gilpin's  '  Observations  on  the  Western  Parts  of  England,  relative 
chiefly  to  Picturesque  Beauty,  to  which  are  added  a  few  Remarks  on  the 
Picturesque  Beauties  of  the  Isle  of  Wight'  (1798).  Richard  Warner,  in 
his  'Collections  for  the  History  of  Hampshire,'  etc.  (in  six  vols.,  1795), 
gives  the  Ryde  habitat  for  MercnriaUs  mas  etfcemina  (vol.  iii.  p.  32),  on 
the  authority  of  the  '  Magna  Britannia,'  and  McrcuriaHs  annua  (vol.  iii. 
p.  34),  from  Gough's  'Camden.'  I  come  now  to  the  '  Rui-al  Economy 
of  the  Southern  Counties,  comprising  .  .  .  the  Isle  of  Wight,'  etc.,  by 
W.  Marsiiall  (1798).  This  author  writes  (vol.  ii.  p.  254),'"  Out  of  the 
face  of  the  clitf  (near  St,  Catherine's)  shmbs  and  herbaceous  plants  are 
seen  in  great  abundance,  and  to  the  eye  glancing  over  them  the  species 
appear  numerous."  Then,  on  p.  280,  he  remarks,  "  The  most  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  which  arose  in  examining  the  crops  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
is,  that  not  an  acre,  nor  even  a  plant  of  Sainfoin,  met  the  eye !  Even  on 
the  whole  extent  of  calcareous  lauds  that  I  traversed!  I  do  not  mean  to 
assert  that  there  is  no  one  instance  of  Sainfoin  being  grown  in  the  island  ; 
but,  from  the  inquiries  made,  I  learnt  that  there  was,  in  1791,  very  little, 
if  any,  then  growing  !  And  the  reason  given  for  this  neglect  of  it  was, 
that '  it  soon  goes  oft";'  an  extraordinary  circumstance  (seeing  the  nature 
of  the  soil),  which  is  only  to  be  explained  in  the  calcareous  lands  of  this 
island  having  been  repeatedly  cropped  with  this  valu,d)le  plant,  or  by 
some  inqjropriety  in  the  nuinagement  of  the  growing  crop."  (Compare 
]\Ir.  A.  G.  More  on  this  phuit,  p.  140.)  On  p.  ^287,  we  find  "The 
Turnip  crop  is  shamefully  managed  in  this  island  ;  not  one  acre  often 
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appears  to  have  been  hoed.  To-day  I  saw  a  waggon  load  of  Charlock  an 
acre,  where  Turnips  were  doubtless  intended ;  and  yesterday  not  a  less 
burden  of  the  common  Bugloss  {Lycopsis  arvensis)."  1  now  pass  on  to 
the  '  Delineator,  or  a  Picturesque,  Historical,  and  Topographical  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Isle  of  Wight,'  by  James  Clarke  (2nd  edition,  1814;  6th 
edition,  1824).  In  this  we  have,  "  The  Bee  and  Fly  Orchis  are  found 
near  Carisbrooke  Castle  and  several  other  places  in  the  island"  (2nd  edition, 
p.  77;  6tli  edition,  p.  68);  also,  "there  are  several  at  Sir  William  Fitz- 
william  Barringlon's,  Bart.,  Swainston."  The  Digitalis  and  Hock- 
samphire  are  also  mentioned  in  both  editions.  Englefield's  '  Isle  of 
Wight'  (1816)  is  mostly  concerned  with  the  geological  aspect  of  the 
island,  but  on  p.  53  he  writes  : — "The  observation  of  the  sudden  changes 
of  the  whole  look  of  the  vegetation,  correspondent  to  the  changes  of  the 
subsoil,  which  Dr.  Maton,  in  his  '  Western  Tour,'  mentions  with  the  de- 
tail of  an  experienced  botanist,  had  occurred  to  me  constantly  in  my 
different  tours  in  the  island,  and  had  guided  me  in  a  very  instructive 
manner  as  to  the  succession  and  limits  of  the  different  subsoils,  where  no 
openings  of  the  ground  were  to  be  found  to  aid  research.  The  geologist 
would  do  well  to  pay  constant  attention  to  such  indications  ;  and  there  is 
something  peculiarly  pleasing  in  seeing  sciences  not  apparently  related 
thus  mutually  tending  to  the  advancement  of  both.  How  false  and  con- 
temptible is  the  supercilious  pride  of  him  who  dares  despise  even  the 
most  apparently  trilling  observation  on,  or  humble  investigation  of,  the 
great  and  infinitely  varied  spectacle  of  nature!"  My  last  quotation  con- 
sists of  the  last  sentence  in  the  description  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  by  Eobert 
Mudie,  Hampshire  (vol.  iii.  I.  of  W.  p.  226),  1838  :— "  The  botany  and 
zoology  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  present  nothing  peculiar."  I  have  not  been 
able  to  consult  J.  Albin's  '  Isle  of  Wight  Magazine  '  (1799)  ;  W.  Cooke's 
'Picture  of  the  Isle  of  Wight'  (1813);  nor  John  Sturch's  'Isle  of 
Wight'  (1791).  In  conclusion,  I  hope  to  make  some  further  remarks 
on  the  modern  condition  of  the  flora,  when  Mr.  A.  G.  More's  valuable 
paper  has  been  completed. — R.  Tucker. 

Luminous  Fungi. — Two  years  ago  I  had  some  specimens  of  luminous 
fungi  sent  to  me  from  the  Cardiff  coal-mines  ;  they  were  parasitic  on  the 
shoring  timbers,  and  both  fungi  and  mycelium  were  phosphorescent.  The 
colliers  in  the  coal-mines  of  the  western  boundary  of  Glamorganshire  and 
adjoining  Caermartlienshire  are  well  acquainted  with  these  phosphorescent 
fungi,  and  the  men  state  that  they  give  sufficient  light  to  "  see  their  hands 
by."  In  another  coal-mine,  seven  miles  north  of  Cardiff',  some  colliers 
told  Mr.  William  Adams  that  they  had  seen  lights  on  the  timber  when 
travelling  in  tne  dark,  and  one  of  them  said  he  was  much  frightened  the 
first  time  he  saw  them.  The  luminous  fungi  sent  to  me  from  these  mines 
were  specimens  of  Pulyporus  annoxus,  Fr.,  and  they  could  be  seen  in  the 
dark  at  a  distance  of  twenty  yards.  I  have  also  seen  F.  snlfureus,  Fr., 
phosphorescent,  and  Mr.  Broome  has  met  Avith  a  luminous  Corticium.  I 
have  heard  that  C.  Cfendeiim,  Fr.,  is  sometimes  luminous.  Berkeley  says 
that  Jyaricm  (Crcpiilotiifi)  oleoriiis,  Fr.,  a  para'^ite  of  Olive-trees,  is  some- 
times so  luminous  in  the  south  of  France  that  letters  may  be  distingiushed 
by  its  light.  A  short  time  since  I  had  a  dried  Agaric  (probably  a 
CoUijbia)  given  me  through  Professor  ('hurch,  of  Cirencester,  which  was 
phosphorescent  when  gathered ;  it  came  from  a  cellar  in  Oxford  Street. 
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The  luminous  fungus  vefen-ed  to  in  the  March  number  of  '  Science  Gossip,' 
seems  to  be  the  same  vvith  A(/ar'icus  GarJneri,  Berk.,  nn  interesting 
accGunt  of  which  was  laid  before  the  Linnean  Society  in  1809,  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  CoUingwood.  Tiie  Avriter  stated  that  tliis  species  in  Borneo 
could  be  distinctly  seen  in  the  dark,  shining  with  a  soft  pale  greenisli 
light ;  the  older  specimens  were  described  as  possessing  a  greenish  lumi- 
nous glow,  like  the  glow  of  the  electric  discharge.  The  mycelium  of  this 
species,  like  the  mycelium  of  Pohjporm  amiosus,  Fr.,  mentioned  above, 
was  luminous.  It  was  stated  that  Mr.  Hugh  Low  had  once  seen  the 
jungle  .ill  in  a  blaze  of  light,  by  which  he  could  see  to  read  as  he  was 
riding  across  the  island  by  jungle  road.  Several  other  species  are  men- 
tioned as  phosphorescent  in  Berkeley's  '  Introduction  to  Cryptogamic 
Botany,'  p.  265.  I  have  several  times  observed  flowers  to  be  huninous, 
especially  during  certain  atmospheric  conditions  in  midsummer ;  such  in- 
stances as  the  luminosity  of  stale  fish,  potatoes,  etc.,  are  of  course  known 
to  every  one.  A  year  or  two  ago,  when  returning  home  through  Epping 
Forest  at  night,  after  a  long  day's  excursion,  I  saw  a  very  luminous 
object  on  the  ground  in  the  distance ;  on  nearing  it  I  found  it  to  be  a 
dead  rat,  which  I  brought  home  in  my  vasculum,  and  laid  on  the  garden 
bed,  where  it  preserved  its  luminosity  for  several  nights. — Worthington 
G.  Smith  in  '  Science  Gossip.' 
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ADDITIONS  TO  THE  BRITISH  LICHEN-FLORA. 
By  the  Rev.  James  M.  Crombie,  M.A.,  F.L.S. 

No.  II. 

In  addition  to  tliose  formerly  recorded  in  Vol.  VIII.  p.  95  of  this 
Journal,  as  supplementary  to  my  Lich.  Brit.  Enuna.,  there  now  fall  to  be 
enumerated  the  following  species,  which  chiefly  since  that  time  have  been 
gathered  and  determined.  Several  are  again  new  species,  the  majority  of 
which  were  collected  by  myself  last  autumn,  during  a  short  excursion  to 
the  Blair  Athole  district,  in  the  central  Highlands  of  Scotland.  This 
tract  hitherto,  as  it  would  appear,  quite  unexplored  by  any  lichenologist, 
yielded  a  very  goodly  number  alike  of  rarities  and  of  novelties,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  latter  being  still  undetermined. 

Pi/renopsis  fnscatiila,  Nyl.  Enura.  144.  On  rocks  in  maritime  tracts. 
Rare  in  the  Channel  Islands,  where  it  has  been  gatiiered  sparingly,  at 
Noirmont  and  Le  Moge,  Jersey  (Larbalestier). 

Caliciutu  retinens,  Nyl.  in  Flora,  1868,  p.  161.  On  the  bark  of  Oak 
in  maritime  tracts.  Apparently  rare  in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  gathered 
only  very  sparingly  in  Jersey  (Larbalestier),  although,  from  the  small  size 
of  the  apothecia,  it  may  have  been  ovcrlookeil  elsewhere. 

Alectoria  cupillaris,  Ach.  L.  U.  593.  Not  uncommon  with  var.  caua, 
Ach.,  on  old  Pines  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  at  least  in  Braemar.  but 
always  barren.  From  A.  jiibnta  it  is  distinguished  by  the  greyish  colour 
of  the  thallus,  and  by  the  reaction  K  +  ;  the  former  with  its  vars.  prolixa, 
Ach.,  and  chalybeiformis,  Lin.,  having  olive-brown  thallus  and  reaction 
K  =  ,  according  to  Dr.  Nylander. 
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Sticta  vUlata,  Tayl.  Fl.  Hib.  2,  152.  This,  according  to  authentic 
specimens  from  Taylor  in  Herb.  Brit.  Mus.,  is  only  a  muscicole  state 
of  Sticta  Diifoiirei ;  and,  indeed,  as  appears  from  one  of  the  above 
specimens,  Taylor  was  latterly  aware  of  its  being  only  a  var.  of  S. 
xi/lvntica. 

Lecanora  pJilof/ina,  Ach.  ?  Nyl.  L.  P.  121;  Placodium  citrinellum, 
Hepp.  Flecbt,  395.  On  Oak-bark  in  lowland  maritime  tracts.  Rare,  and 
gathered  but  very  sparingly  near  Fairlight,  Hastings  (Croinbie),  though 
It  may  be  expected  to  occur  elsewhere  in  the  south  of  England. 

L.  Parisiensis,  Nyl.  Jard.  Luxemb.  p.  368.  On  the  trunks  of  trees 
in  lowland  tracts.  Apparently  local,  as  near  Shauklin,  Isle  of  Wight 
(HoU)  ;  though  I  have  seen  specimens  from  various  localities  in  the 
south  of  England  closely  approaching  it,  but  not  sufficiently  typical. 

L.  atrised'i  (Frs.  L.  Kef..  149),  Nyl.  Scan.  170.  On  schistose  mounr 
tainous  rocks.  Rare,  and  gathered  only  ne  ir  Dolgelly,  in  Wales  (HoU). 
It  is  closely  allied  to  L.  bndui,  of  which  Fries  regarded  it  as  merely  a 
variety. 

L.  snruposn,  var.  parasitica,  Smmrf.  Lapp.  100  {ecnisfacea,  Nyl. 
Prod.  96).  Parasitic  on  thallus  of  Cladonia  pyxidata.  Not  common  in 
subalpine  tracts,  as  on  old  Ash-trees  in  Glen  Lochay,  Breadalbane 
(Crombic). 

Dirina  repanda,  Frs.  S.  0.  V.  285.  On  rocks  in  maritime  tracts. 
Rare,  and  local  in  the  Channel  Islands  on  coast  of  Herm  (Larbalestier). 

Lecidea  parissima,  Nyl.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  old  pales  in  damp  shady 
places  in  lowland  tracts.  Apparently  rare  and  local,  near  Hendon, 
Middlesex  (Croinbie).  It  is  closely  allied  to  some  states  of  L.denigrata ; 
but  amongst  other  marks  of  distinction  has  the  hymeneal  gelatine  yel- 
lowish wine-coloured,  and  not  bluish  with  iodine. 

L.  enclitica,  Nyl.  Lapp.  Or.  148.  On  old  fir-pales  in  subalpine  tracts. 
Perhaps  not  very  rare,  though  as  yet  gathered  only  sparingly  in  Glen  Tilt, 
Blair  Athole  (Crombie)  ;  but  from  the  small  size  of  the  apotheeia,  and 
their  being  so  much  scattered,  it  may  have  been  overlooked  elsewhere. 

L.  endopella,  Leight.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  fir-pales  in  subalpine  tracts. 
Rare  in  Glen  Fender,  Blair  Athole  (Crombie,  August,  1870).  It  is  allied 
to  the  preceding,  from  which  it  is  distinguished  chiefly  by  the  larger 
and  crowded  apotheeia,  and  the  spores  having  two  rather  large  nuclei. 

L.  melanochroza,  Leight.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  decaying  fir-pales  in  sub- 
alpine regions.  Rare  and  local,  near  Loch  Tummel,  Perthshire  (Crombie, 
August,  1870).  The  thallus  is  almost  furfuraceous,  and  the  apotheeia 
internally  pale  violet-black,  as  if  stained  with  ink. 

L.  alociza,  Mass.  Symm.  42.  On  calcareous  rocks  in  subalpine  tracts. 
Perhaps  not  uncommon  in  hilly  regions,  though  as  yet  gathered  only  near 
Buxton,  Derbyshire  (Holl.),  and,  at  first  sight,  not  to  be  distinguished 
from  other  externally  similar  species. 

L.  Boitteillei  (Desniaz.),  Nyl.  Lapp.  Or.  152.  On  box-leaves  in  ma- 
ritime tracts.  Apparently  local  in  the  Channel  Islands,  as  in  Jersey 
(Larbalestier),  and  also  in  the  south  of  England,  as  near  Hurst  in  Sussex 
(Davies). 

L.  sutjlatypea,  Leight.  in  lilt.  sp.  n.  On  micaceous  stones  of  walls  in 
mountainous  regions.  Veiy  sparingly  in  Glen  Fender,  Blair  Athole 
(Crombie,  August,  1870).  Externally  it  very  much  resembles  states  of 
Jj.  latypea  ;  but  the  thalline  reaction  (K  — ),  as  well  as  other  minor  cha- 
jacteristics,  show  it  to  be  dibtinct. 
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X.  nm/iJiotera,  Leiglit.  in  litt.  sp.  ri.  On  gneissic  stones  of  walls  iu 
liilly  tnicts.  Eare  and  local  at  Hill  of  Ardo,  near  Aberdeen  (Crorabie, 
August,  1870).  The  thalhis  is  like  that  of  Pilophoron.  fibula,  and  the 
apotliecia  are  partly  innate,  prominent  and  clustered.  The  spores  are  not 
unlike  those  of  X.  lapic'uJn,  but  the  character  of  the  thallus  and  the  brown 
hypothecinm  keep  them  distinct. 

L.  sub-Kockiana,  Nyl.  in  Flora,  1869,  p.  85.  On  schistose  rocks  in 
subalpine  and  maritime  regions.  Perhaps  not  unfrequent,  as  on  Cader 
Idris  (Leighton,  1864),  and  on  the  coast  of  Kincardineshire  (Crombie, 
1865),  though  not  distinguished  till  Nylander's  description,  as  above. 

L.  ni(p-o-(/lomerata,  Leiglit.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  quartzose  stones  in  bare 
alpine  places.  Very  rare  on  summit  of  Ben-y-gloe,  Blair  Athole  (Crombie, 
August,  1870).  Externally  it  has  a  general  resemblance  to  L.  clidncevs, 
.but  is  sufficiently  distinguished  by  the  sqnamulose  dispersed  thallus,  the 
colourless  hypothecinm,  and  the  apothecia  internally  colourless. 

L.  triphafjmia,  Nyl.  Prod.  141.  On  shady  rocks  in  subalpine  tracts. 
Pare  and  local,  having  as  yet  been  detected  only  very  sparingly  on 
Morrone,  Braemar  (Crombie).  The  usual  and  typical  corticole  state  may 
also  be  expected  to  occur  in  the  Highlands. 

L.  leucloclinella,  Nyl.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  rocks  in  subalpine  regions. 
Apparently  local,  having  been  fomid  only  on  Lythe  Hill,  Salop  (Leighton). 
It  is  described  in  Mudd's  '  Manual '  as  a  var.  of  L.  verrucniosa,  under  the 
name  of  L.  spuria,  Schser,  and  as  such  is  also  issued  by  Leighton,  Exs. 
189,  from  which,  however,  it  is  readily  distinguished  by  the  white  hypo- 
thecium. 

L.  lenticularis,  var.  Gagei  (Hook.  Br.  Fl.  iii.  1']!)  =  Lichen  dolosus, 
E.  B.  2581.  On  slate  rocks  in  subalpine  tracts.  Apparently  rare  and 
local  in  S.W.  Ireland.  An  authentic  specimen,  manu  Sir  W.  Hooker, 
occurs  in  Herb.  Brit.  Mus.,  from  the  O'Donoghue's  Prison,  Killarney 
(Sir  T.  Gage).  It  is  evidently  to  be  regarded  as  a  subspecies  of  L. 
lenticidaris,  from  which  it  is  distinguished  chiefly  by  the  determinate  rusty- 
brown  thallus,  in  small  circular  patches,  and  the  mimite  dark-brown  apo- 
thecia with  paler  evanescent  margin.  The  Lichen  Gagei  of  E.  B.  2  580, 
is,  accoi'ding  to  authentic  specimens  from  Tayl.  in  Herb.  Brit.  Mus.,  only 
a  young  state  of  Breomyces  anomaliis,  Tayl.,  as  in  my  Enum.  p.  65. 

Glyphis  lahyriitihica,  Ach.  Syn.  107.  On  the  trunks  of  trees  in  sub- 
alpine regions.  Rare  and  local  in  S.W.  of  Ireland,  where  it  ^vas  formerly 
gathered  about  Killarney  by  Sir  T.  Gage.  This  is  a  most  interesting 
species,  belonging  to  a  genus  essentially  tropical,  though  in  recent  years 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  again  gathered  in  the  above  locality. 

Verriicaria  fusco-argiUacea,  Anzi.  Langob.  368.  Ou  moist  calcareous 
boulders  in  mountainous  tracts.  Hare,  and  as  yet  gathered  only  sparingly 
on  Craig  TuUoch  and  at  base  of  Ben-y-gloe,  in  Blair  Athole  (Crombie). 

V.  Henscheliana,  Krb.  S.  C.  G.  336.  On  schistose  rocks  in  moun- 
tainous tracts.  Apparently  local,  as  ou  Ben  Voirlich  (Dr.  Stirton)  and 
Craig  Tulloch  (Crombie),  but  may  be  expected  to  occur  elsewhere  amongst 
the  Grampians. 

Melanotheca  diffusa,  Leight.  in  litt.  sp.  n.  On  the  smooth  bark  of 
trees  in  mountainous  tracts.  Apparently  rare  and  local,  having  as  yet 
been  found  only  on  Nant  Gwynant,  Snowdon  (Leighton,  1865). 


N    2 


180 

EEPORT  OF  THE  CURATOR  OF  THE  BOTANICAL 
EXCHANGE  CLUB  FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 

{Revised  by  the  Author.) 

I  regret  to  have  to  notice  this  year  a  large  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  non-contributing  members  to  those  who  send  parcels.  I  would  beg 
to  suggest  to  the  members  that  au  increase  of  contributing  members  is 
essential  to  the  continuance  of  the  Exchange  Club,  and  I  woidd  urge 
them  to  try  and  enrol  new  contributors  among  their  friends,  so  as  to 
enlarge  as  much  as  possible  the  area  from  which  plants  can  be  collected 
for  distribution.  Great  credit,  for  the  numerous  interesting  species 
sent,  is  due  to  those  who  have  collected  plants  for  the  club  this  year, 
among  which  the  following  are  the  most  deserving  of  notice  :  — 

ThaUctntM  Koclixi,  Fries.  "  Loch  Conn,  co.  Mayo ;  new  to  the  Irish 
flora."— A.  G.  More. 

Niiphar  pumila,  DC.  "  Loch  Lubnaig." — A.  Craig  Christie.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  this  local  plant  has  been  recorded  from  the  Loch  above 
mentioned,  though  it  has  been  long  known  to  grow  in  the  Loch  of 
Menteith,  in  the  same  county,  about  five  or  six.  miles  distant  from 
Loch  Lubnaig. 

Alyssim  incaniim,  L.  "  Some  scores  of  plants  were  seen  in  two  clover 
fields  in  Surrey,  about  a  dozen  miles  apart;  one  being  at  Pirford,  the 
other  at  Frindey.  As  I  had  never,  before  1870,  been  within  half  a  mile 
of  either  field,  I  cannot  say  whetlier  the  occurrence  of  the  plant  was 
limited  to  that  year.  Further  particulars  stated  in  the  '  Journal  of  Botany  ' 
for  December,  1870."— H.  C.  Watson. 

Sisymbr'miii  pohjcernllum,  L.  "  Charleston,  Fife,  introduced  with  bal- 
last? in  great  quantity." — A.  Craig  Christie. 

Erysimum  cheiranthoides.  "  This  plant  is  a  common  weed  in  and 
around  Buxton.  I  have  noticed  it  for  several  successive  years." — 
Augustin  Ley. 

Brassica  campestris,  L.  (?)  "  A  series  of  specimens  from  the  Thames 
side,  in  Surrey,  to  illustrate  the  gradual  change,  from  the  rough  and 
clear  green  leaves  of  the  young  plant,  to  the  smooth  and  subglaucous 
leaves  of  the  flowering  stage.  This  plant  is  plentiful  in  various  spots 
along  the  course  of  the  Thames,  in  Surrey  and  Middlesex,  where  it  has 
been  perfectly  established  for  many  years.  A  doubt  of  its  original  nati- 
vity there  is' suggested  by  the  fact  that  it  seldom  (if  ever)  spreads  more 
than  very  short  distances  from  the  river  into  the  neighbouring  fields. 
Except  in  the  constantly  thin  and  stringy  root,  it  scarcely  differs  from 
the  cultivated  Tunnp.  In  other  respects  it  appears  to  have  closer  affinity 
with  the  Turnip  than  it  has  with  the  Wild  Navevv,  or  Brassica  caiiipestris, 
figured  in  'English  Botany.'  All  three  are  clearly  distinct  from  the 
Swede  Turnip  of  agriculture — easily  known  from  them  by  the  glaucous 
hue  of  the  radical  leaves,  even  the  earliest,  and  the  pale  butF-orange 
tint  of  its  considerably  larger  flowers.  See  '  Journal,  of  Botany '  for 
December,  1870."— H.  C.  Watson. 

Polygala  calcarea,  F.  Schultz.  "  Swincombe  Down,  Oxon." — J.  F. 
DuTHiE.  I  am  not  aware  that  P.  calcarea  has  been  recorded  from 
Oxfordshire,  although  it  is  plentiful  on  the  Berkshire  side  of  the  river. 

DiaHtkus  proli/er,  hum.  "  Near  Southsea,  Hants.  Not  very  recently 
recorded  from  this  coast." — Fred.  Stratton. 
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Silene  maritima,  With.  ?  "  Specimens  of  a  plant,  most  like  this,  but 
by  the  mauy-flowerecl  panicles,  and  not  densely  matted  barren  stems, 
showing  some  likeness  to  Silene  bijlata,  Sm.  They  grew  just  opposite  the 
town  of  Saltash,  on  the  Devon  side  of  the  Tamer,  which  at  the  point  indi- 
cated is  a  tidid  river." — T.  R.  Archer  Briggs.  These  specimens  are 
almost  identical  in  appearance  with  the  form  which  ordinary  Silene  mari- 
tima, from  Shorehara,  Sussex,  assumed  when  transplanted  to  the  garden 
of  my  former  residence,  in  Adelaide  Eoad,  Loudon,  where  it  grew  in  a 
shady  situation.  In  Balmuto  garden,  however,  the  same  species,  trans- 
planted from  Seafield,  Fife,  has  retained  its  normal  appearance. 

Sagina  ciliata,  Fries.  Orrock  Hill,  Fife,  J.  Boswell  Syme  ;  and  North 
Qiieensferry,  Fife,  A.  Craig  Christie.  In  the  former  station  this  plant 
g-rows  in  profusion  at  the  east  base  of  the  hill,  along  the  road  leading 
from  the  Kirkcaldy  and  Aberdour  Turnpike-road  to  Orrock  Farm. 

Spergidaria  negleda,  Syme.  "  Tabley  roads,  Knutsford,  Cheshire." — 
J.  L.  Warren.  Notable  as  being  an  inland  station  for  a  plant  which 
is  ordinarily  maritime.     (See  Journ.  Bot.  YIII.  p.  252.) 

S.  rupicola,  Lebel.  (r/ipestris,  Lond.  Cat.).  Maritime  rocks,  Colvend, 
Kirkcudbrightshire,  F.  Buchanan  White;  and  Dingle  rocks,  south  of 
Liverpool,  Lancashire,  J.  Harbord  Lewis.  This  plant  was  first  intro- 
duced into  the  British  list,  in  the  'London  Catalogue'  of  1857,  on  ray 
own  authority,  from  specimens  collected  in  Guernsey  in  1853.  In  1860 
it  was  detected  in  Britain  proper,  in  the  Isle  of  AYight,  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
More.  Since  then  it  has  been  found  along  the  south  and  west  coast, 
from  Dorset  to  Cheshire.  Mr.  Lewis  now  sends  specimens  from  Lanca- 
shire, and  Dr.  Buchanan  White  traces  the  plant  into  Scotland. 

Liniim  angustifolium,  Huds.  Herefordshire.  "  I  am  informed  by 
the  Rev.  W.  H.  Purchas  that  the  locality  from  AA'hich  I  send  it,  is  the 
only  certain  locality  in  the  county  of  Herefordshire.  I  noticed  it  at  this 
spot  some  years  ago;  and  again  found  it  there  abundantly  this  year." — 
Augustin  Ley. 

Tilia  grandifolia,  Ehrh.  "Keswick,  Cumberland.  Not  recorded  in 
•  Compendium  of  the  Cybele  Britaunica '  for  the  lake  province.  T.  in- 
termedia, DC,  is  the  common  form;  but  there  are  numerous  trees  of 
T.  grandifolia  along  the  western  side  of  Derwentwater." — Charles 
Bailey.  "  I  have  seen  it  in  several  places  in  the  lake  district,  but 
none  where  it  looked  really  wild." — J.  G.  Baker. 

Hypericum  baticum,  Boiss.  "From  Devon  stations,  near  Plymouth. 
The  flowers  of  the  plant  from  Warleigh  are  rendered  smaller  than  usual 
by  drought.  The  Common  Wood  specimens,  with  larger  flowers,  were 
collected  after  the  weather  had  become  wetter." — T.  R.  Archer  Buiggs. 

Saruthanuins  scoparius,  Koch,  var.  ulbns.  "  Roadside,  between  Nairn 
and  Cawdor,  N.  B." — J.  Duthie. 

Trifolium  hybridum,  Linn.     "  Knutsford,  Cheshire." — J.  L.  Warren. 

Genm  inter  medium,  Ehrh.  "  Skipton,  Yorkshire.  Very  common  between 
Skipton  and  Bolton  Abbey.  G.  rivule  and  G.  urbaniiin,  particularly  the 
former,  also  abundant." — 0.  Bailey. 

"  Rosa  cunina,  var.?"  Near  Richmond,  York  ;  J.  Ward.  "  Belongs  to 
R.  iowenLom,  not  R.  canina,  the  form  characterized  by  the  combination 
of  simply  toothed  leaves,  with  a  glabrous  peduncle  and  calyx.  It  touches 
close  upon  R.  farinosa.  Ran,  and  R.  cinerascens,  Dum. ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  has  been  specially  named." — J.  G.  Baker. 
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Rosa  micrantha,  Sm.,  var.  BriygsU,  Baker.  "  Collected  from  tlie  plant 
so  named  by  Mr.  Baker  in  bis  recent  '  MonogTaph  of  tbe  Britisb  Roses.' 
Specimens  from  Fancy  Wood,  of  anotber  naked-peduucled  form  of  R.  mi- 
crantha, with  very  small  fruit,  are  sent,  that  they  may  be  compared  with 
the  other." — T.  K.  x\rcher  Briggs. 

R.  verticilkicantha,  Merat.  "From  Harestone,  Brixton,  showing  a 
peculiar  armature  on  tbe  branches.  Tbe  form  from  Warleigh  is  re- 
markable for  having  prickly  fruit." — T.  11.  Archer  Bkiggs. 

R.  arvenm,  Linn.  var.  bibracteata.  Bast.  "  This  occurs  in  many  spots 
near  Plymouth." — T.  E.  Archer  Briggs. 

R.  nrvenm,  Huds.  var.  Chesterton  Wood,  Warwick;  H.  Brom-wich. 
"  A  very  curious  form,  bearing  tbe  same  relation  to  tbe  type  that  my  var. 
ffallicoidrs,  from  the  same  station,  bears  to  typical  R.  stylosa.  It  is  not 
named  in  Continental  books,  so  far  as  I  know." — J.  G.  Baker. 

Pyrus  communis,  Linn.  "  Hedge,  l)et\veen  Thombury  and  Common 
Wood,  Devon." — T.  R.  Archer  Briggs.  A  well-marked  form  which 
I  cannot  identify  with  any  of  those  described  by  French  writers.  Tbe 
branches  are  apparently  not  spinous,  tbe  leaves  small,  about  an  inch  long, 
oval,  acuminate,  rounded  at  tbe  base,  finely  crenate-serrate,  very  slightly 
pubescent  beneath  and  on  the  margins  when  young,  glabrous  when  mature. 
Flowers  small,  about  f  inch  across,  in  a  cyme,  of  which  the  rachis  is 
often  £0  elongated  that  it  becomes  somewhat  racemose.  Calyx  densely 
and  finely  woolly.  Styles  a  little  shorter  than  the  stamens.  Fruit  f  to  -i- 
inch  long,  roundish-turbinate,  abruptly  naiTOwed  into  tbe  long  pedicel. 
I  propose  the  name  of  Briggsii  for  this  form  if  it  be  really  destitute  of  a 
name. 

P.  scandica,  Bab.,  var.  fennica.  "  Glen  Eisna-Vearracb,  Arran  ;  and 
P.  scandica,  var.  jnnnntifida.  Side  of  rocky  stream.  Glen  Catocal,  Arran." 
—  J.  F.  Duthie.  Mr.  Duthie  has  settled  the  point  of  there  being  two 
forms  of  _P.  scandica  in  Arran,  one  of  which  has  tbe  leaves  with  none  of 
the  segments  separated,  the  other,  with  some  of  the  leaves  pinnate  at  least 
towards  the  base.  All  tbe  specimens  which  he  foimd  in  one  glen  belonged 
to  the  former,  and  all  those  in  an  adjacent  glen  to  the  other.  He  had  an 
opportTuiity  of  tasting  the  fruit  of  both,  and  found  it  to  be  sweet.  Fries 
thinks  this  the  best  mode  of  discriminating  the  pinnatifid  variety  of  Sorbus 
scandica  from  Sorbus  fennica,  Fries,  of  wliich  the  fruit  is  acid.  The  Arran 
plant  appears  to  be  a  subspecies  different  from  that  of  the  south-west  of 
England,  which  has  been  sent  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Archer  Briggs  and  others. 

Epilohium  angiiHtifolium ,  Linn.  var.  brachycarpnm.  "  Cocken  Woods, 
Durham." — H.  E.  Fox.  I'nfortunately  there  is  no  note  to  the  specimen 
to  say  whether  or  not  it  has  any  claim  to  be  considered  native  in  this 
station. 

Ribes  alpinum,,  L.  "  The  specimens  which  I  send  from  Herefordshire 
are  from  a  bush  growing  in  a  locality  where  it  presents  all  the  appearance 
of  being  planted  or  naturalized.  I  send  also  specimens  from  Derljyshire. 
I  have  found  it  in  three  or  four  different  localities  in  the  Peak  of  Derby- 
shire, groAviiig  very  freely,  and  evidently  fully  naturalized,  if  not  native." 
— Augustin  Ley. 

Saxifraga  umbrosa.  "The  locality  in  Ashwood  Dale,  near  Buxton,  is 
at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  any  house.  The  plant  here  is  very 
luxuriant,  and  seems  as  truly  wibi  as  in  any  part  of  England." — 
Augustin  Ley. 
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Caucalis  latifuUa,lj\m\.  "Cornfields,  near  Kagushavern,' Gloucester- 
shire.    Introduced." — T.  B.  Flower. 

Picris  hieracioides,  Linn.,  var.  armdk.  "  Sychtyn  Lime  rocks,  Shrop- 
shire."— Miss  E.  Jones.  The  specimens  sent  by  Miss  Jones  show  that 
P.  arvalk,  Jord.  passes  gradually  into  normal  P.  hleracioides.  All  Miss 
Jones's  specimens  are  taller,  more  slender,  and  with  less  spreading  branches 
than  P.  hiemcioides  as  it  grows  on  the  chalk  of  the  S.E.  of  England,  and 
a  few  of  them  have  the  subnmbellate  inflorescence  which  marks  Jordan's 
plant;  but  in  by  far  tlie  greater  number  the  branches  which  bear  the 
anthodes  do  not  spring  mostly  from  one  point. 

Hieracium  pedunculatnm,  Wallroth.  Kaihvay  bank,  at  Tnverleith,  Edin- 
burgh. Mr.  Sadler  sends  a  few  specimens  of  this  plant  under  the  name 
of  H.  stolonijiorum,  W.  and  K.  I  have  not  access  to  Waldstein  and 
Kitaibel's  work  ;*  but  it  is  certainly  not  the  H.  stoloniforum  of  Fries' 
'  Epicrisis.'  Of  the  latter  I  possess  specimens  collected  at  Erankfort-on- 
the-Oder,  sent,  me  by  the  late  Herr  Buck.  Fries  quotes  '  H.  pedun- 
culare^  Wallr.,  as  a  variety  of  H.  Pilosella ;  but  as  he  quotes  the  same 
page  of  the  Sched.  Crit.  (406)  as  that  on  which  Wallroth  gives  his  H. 
pedunculatnm,  no  doubt  Fries  means  to  put  H.  peduncidatuiu  as  a  variety 
of  H.  Pilosella.  Whether  it  be  a  variety  or  subspecies  remains  to  be 
proved  by  raising  the  plant  from  seed. 

Hieracium  dubium,  Linn.  Dr.  Roy  sends  a  specimen  of  a  Hieracium 
which  was  noticed  several  years  ago,  by  the  Eev.  James  Keith,  of  FoiTes, 
on  a  piece  of  waste  ground  near  that  town.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  plant 
formerly  named  by  Fries,  H.  collinum,  but  which  he  now  considers  to 
be  the  true  H.  dubium  of  Linnaeus.  The  perielines  of  the  only  Forres 
specimen  I  have  seen  are  smaller,  the  peduncles  longer,  and  the  leaves 
on  the  stolons  less  developed  than  in  the  ordinary  form  of  the  Scan- 
dinavian //.  dubium;  but  Fries  states  that  it 'is  even  more  protean  and 
polymorphous  than  the  very  variable  H,  pnealtum,  \\\\\c\\  it  replaces  in 
colder  countries.  I  cannot,  therefore,  speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  name 
of  the  Forres  plant  until  I  have  seen  a  series  of  specimens. 

//.  Borreri,  Syme.  Cultivated  in  Balmuto  Garden.  The  root  origi- 
nally from  Mr.  Borrer,  through  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson.  It  is  probably  the 
H.  perfoUatum,  Frolich,  though  I  have  a  specimen  named  '  //.  Grenieri, 
Fries,'  collected  at  Freiburg  by  Dr.  Lagger,  and  sent  me  last  year  by 
Dr.  Huter,  which  comes  very  near  it,  though  it  is  more  haiiy,  and  with 
larger  and  fewer  anthodes.  //.  Grenieri  is  not  described  by  Fries  in  his 
'Epicrisis  Ilieraciorum ;'  but  he  proposes  the  name  for  a  plant  interme- 
diate between  H.  cyduniifolium,  Vill.,  and  //.  prenantlioides,  Yill.  Dr. 
Hooker,  in  the  '  Student's  Flora,'  quotes  my  //.  Borreri  as  a  synonym  of 
H.  strictuni,  with  which  it  has  no  affinity.  Frobaljly  this  is  a  clerical 
error  in  the  jiosition  of  the  synonym,  which  ought  to  have  been  placed 
under  prenaitlhoides. 

H.  strictum,  Fries.  Banks  of  the  Devon  between  the  Crook  of 
Devon  and  Rumbling  Bridge,  Kinross.  It  occurs  very  sparingly  on  rocks 
by  the  river-side ;  and  as  the  plant  seems  to  be  very  local,  I  have  thought 
it  advisable  to  mention  this  station,  although  it  has  been  long  known  in 

*  Tlie  plant  from  the  railway  bank,  at  Granton,  Edinburgh,  collected  by  Mr. 
Sadler,  in  186t),  certainly  agrees  witli  Waidstein  and  Kitaibel's  beautiful  figui-e 
of//,  stolonijiorum. — H.  Tkimkn. 
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two  others  iu  the  neighbourhood,  viz.  Glendevoii,  Perthshire,  and  Lethans 
Dene,  Fife. 

BorkhuKsia  foetlda,  DC.  "  Eailway  banks,  Bathampton,  near  Bath, 
Somerset."  T.  B.  Flower. — New  to  the  province,  but  the  designation 
"  railway  banks  "  suggests  a  suspicion  that  it  is  not  native.  The  county 
of  Hereford,  given  in  the  third  edition  of  '  Engbsh  Botany,'  should  pro- 
bably be  expunged.  It  was  entered  on  the  faith  of  a  specimen  received 
from  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  with  the  label  "  Near  Reading, 
Herefordshire,  W.  M'lvor."  As  I  can  hear  of  no  Reading  in  Hereford- 
shire, it  was  probably  collected  near  Reading,  Berkshire. 

Centaitrea  Jacea,  Linn.  (C.  Duboisii,  Bor.).  "  Three  plants  were  found 
amongst  C.  nigra.  Yarrow  and  Broom  in  Kew  pleasure-ground,  near  the 
lake,  Surrey." — J,  G.  Baker. 

Doronlcum  PardaUancJies,  Linn.  Right  bank  of  the  Devon,  below  the 
Crook,  Perthshire.  It  grows  in  the  greatest  profusion  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  along  the  river-side,  being  far  more  plentiful  than  in  any  other 
locality  in  which  I  have  seen  it. — J.  Boswell  Syme. 

Cuscuta  Trifolii,  Bab.  "  Clover  fields  near  Seggieden,  Perth."  H.  M. 
Dkummond  Hay. — Colonel  Drummond  Hay  states  that  this  is  the  first 
season  in  which  he  has  noticed  the  Dodder  "in  this  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood." Last  year  I  observed  it  in  a  clover-field  between  Kirkcaldy 
and  Kinghorn. 

Verbascum  phlomoides,  L.  (?).  "Near  Buxton,  Derbyshire." — Au- 
gustin  Ley. 

Mentha  rubra,  Sm.  "Roadside,  near  Ecclesfield,  Yorkshire." — W. 
Carr. 

Pinguicula  gratidiftora,  Lam.  "Marsh  near  Penzance,  Coi*nwall.  In- 
troduced, but  quite  established." — H.  M.  Drummond  Hay. 

Clienopodium  rubrnm,  Linn.,  var.  pseudo-botrgoides.  "  Shore  of  King- 
horn  Loch,  Fife." — J.  Boswell  Syme.  In  the  utmost  profusion  on  the 
banks  of  the  loch,  below  the  winter  level  of  the  water,  in  a  situation  quite 
similar  to  that  in  which  I  have  collected  it,  with  Mr.  H.  C.  Watson, 
in  Surrey.  This  is  the  more  curious,  as  I  have  not  met  with  the  normal 
form  of  C.  rubrum  in  Fife,  except  as  a  weed  in  jny  own  garden,  into  which 
it  was  no  doubt  introduced  by  seeds  adhering  to  the  roots  of  plants 
brought  hither  from  my  former  garden  in  Adelaide  Road,  London. 

Riimex  Hgdrulapathtim,  Huds.  "Banks  of  the  Tay,  at  Elcho  Castle, 
Perth." — H.  M.  Drummond  Hay.  A  very  scarce  plant  in  Scotland, 
the  occurrence  of  which,  in  the  county  of  Perth,  required  to  be  substan- 
tiated. There  can  now  be  no  doubt  that  the  plant  grows  there,  and  the 
only  question  that  remains  is,  whether  it  be  indigenous,  the  banks  of  the 
Tay  producing  so  vast  a  number  of  aliens  that  suspicion  is  sometimes  cast 
on  plants  which  are  true  natives  of  the  locality. 

Rnmex  conspersus,  Hartm.  "Banks  of  the  Devon,  above  and  below  the 
Crook,  Kinross  and  Perth." — .J.  Boswell  Syme.  In  the  utmost  profu- 
sion, even  more  abundant  than  R.  obtimfolius,  and  much  more  so  than 
R.  domesticHs,  so  that  it  can  scarcely  be  a  hybrid  between  these  two 
species.  In  this  locality  it  seeds  profusely,  and  I  have  at  present  niunbers 
of  young  plants  raised  from  these  seeds.  It  may  be  recognized  at  a 
distance  from  R.  obtnsifolius  by  being  taller  (generally  3  or  4  feet  high) 
and  by  the  branches  being  more  upright,  though  the  panicle  is  not  at  all 
dense  like  that  of  R.  domeslicus,  which,  in  this  station,  is  rarely  above 
1  foot  or  18  inches  high. 
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Ritmex  ?  "  Crook  of  Devon,  Kinross  and  Perth." — J.  Boswell  Syme. 
I  have  sent  a  few  specimens  of  a  Rumi'x  which  is  a  puzzle  to  me.  It 
grows  in  the  same  stations  as  R.  couspi^niHs,  but  is  less  abuu  laut.  Tiie 
stems  are  IS  inches  to  3  feet  hio-h  ;  tlie  root  leaves  narrowlv  oblonir, 
scarcely  cordate  at  the  base,  and  subacute ;  the  panicle  is  verv  similar  to 
that  of  R.  obtusifoliits,  but  the  enlarged  petals,  which  are  of  a  brilliant 
red,  are  smaller,  more  deltoid,  and  with  shorter  teeth.  It  seems  inter- 
mediate between  R.  obtmifoUus  and  the  supposed  hybrid  sjut  by  me 
last  year. 

Asarum  europmim  (L.).  "  Deerfold  Forest,  Herefordshire.  The  spe- 
cimens are  from  the  localitv  communicated  to  Mr.  Britten  b/  Dr.  Bull, 
and  mentioned  in  the  'Journal  of  Botany'  for  1870,  p.  161." — Augustin 
Ley. 

Euphorbia  LatliyrU.  "  The  locality,  at  Breinton,  Herefordshire,  for 
this  plant  is  the  side  of  a  steep  wooded  bank,  Avhere  it  has  been  fully 
established  for  some  years,  and  has  the  appearance  of  bein.;  natural. 
There  are,  however,  gardens  and  houses  within  a  short  distance." — 
AuGUSTiN  Ley. 

Narcissus  major,  Curt.  "  Thickets,  Penygraig  rocks,  Glyn,  Llangollen, 
Denbighshire." — Elizabeth  Jones. 

Jlliiim  carinatnm,  Linn.,  Fries,  non  Smith.  Banks  of  the  Tay  below 
Perth  (Fred.  Stratton  and  J.  Boswell  Syme)  ;  and  banks  of  the  Tay 
at  Seggieden,  Perth. — H.  M.  Drummond  Hat.  The  plant  gr)ws  in  the 
greatest  profusion  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  especially  a  little  above 
the  first  turnpike-gate  on  the  Dundee  Road,  more  than  a  mile  below  Perth 
Bridge.  Seggieden,  from  whence  specimens  are  sent  by  Colonel  Drura- 
mond  Hay,  is,  I  believe,  about  three  miles  below  Perth  Bridge.  The 
plant  is  certainly  well  naturalized  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  if  it  be  not 
native.  Dr.  Hooker,  in  the  '  Student's  Flora,'  admits  it  as  a  native,  on 
the  faith  of  the  Newark  station,  where,  however,  it  appears  to  be  confined 
to  a  single  patch. 

Allium  paradoxum,  Don.  "  Bienny  Crag,  Linlithgowshire.  In  very 
large  quantity,  and  has  spread  very  much  within  the  last  few  years." — 
A.  Craig  Christie. 

Maiantliemnm  bifulium,  DC.  "  Wood,  Linlithgowshire.  Probably  in- 
troduced, but  if  so  it  must  have  been  a  long  time  ago,  as  it  is  well  esta- 
blished, and  in  cpiantity." — A.  Craig  Christie. 

Butomus  unibellatus,  Linn.  "  Abun(hint  in  a  tidal  marsh  on  the  Tay, 
about  four  miles  below  Perth." — John  Sim.  Mr.  Sim  states  that  it 
was  discovered  in  this  station  in  1869,  by  Colonel  Drunnnond  Hay.  In 
the  April  number  of  the  '  Scottish  Naturalist,'  p.  59,  Dr.  Buchanan  White 
suggests  that  it  is  "  possibly  a  colony  from  Loch  Cluny,  where  the  Butomus 
occurs  as  an  introduced  plant." 

Potainogeton  nitens,  W  eber.  A  specimen  sent  by  Dr.  Roy  adhering  to 
living  plants  of  Cirex  TFatsoni,  from  the  river  Don,  Aberdeenshire. 

Jtincus  bir/lumis,  Linn.  "  Isle  of  Skye,  Inverness-shire." — M.  \. 
Lawson.  Professor  Lnwsou  is  the  first  botanist  who  has  found  this 
plant  in  the  west  of  Scotland. 

Scirpus  unigliimis,  Link.  "  Sandhills  near  Deal,  Kent." — J.  F.  Di'thie. 
New  to  province  3. 

S.  parvulus,  Rom.  and  Schultes.  "Near  Studland,  Dorset." — J.  C. 
Mansel  (Journ.  of  Bot.  Vllf.  p.  SOnv  Mr.  H.  C.  AVatson  sc'ids 
some  specimens  collected  by  Mr.  Mausel  in  this  station. 
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Carex  artnarkt,  Linn.  "  Sandy  ground  near  Frensbam,  Surrey." — 
H.  C,  Watson.  These  inland  specimens  are  quite  similar  to  the  mari- 
time ones,  and  show  no  tendency  to  become  C.  disticha,  Huds.,  which 
Mr.  Bentham  considers  merely  "  an  inland  variety  of  C.  arenaria." 

C.  aquatilis,  Wahl.  ?,  var.  Watsoni.  "River  Don,  at  Dyce,  Aberdeen." 
— J.  Roy.  Dr.  Roy  has  been  good  enongh  to  send  living  specimens  of 
the  Carex  supposed  to  be  C  acuta,  which  grows  in  the  river  Don,  near 
Aberdeen.  As  I  expected,  it  proves  to  be  C.  Wat^oni.  The  leaves  are 
narrower  and  much  n)ore  glaucous  than  in  the  alpine  form  of  C.  agnatilis, 
the  stems  2  to  3  feet  high.  Dr.  Hooker,  in  the  '  Student's  Flora,'  inad- 
vertently quotes  ray  var.  Watsoni  as  a  synonym  of  Dr.  Boott's  "var. 
2,  minor,"  instead  of  under  "var.  1,  aqnatilis  proper,"  under  which,  I 
suppose,  it  ought  to  be,  though  the  stem  can  scarcely  be  described  as 
"  scaberulous  above." 

Carex  flava,  var.  lepidocarpa.  "  Orrock  Hill,  Fife." — J.  Boswell 
Syme.  I  collected  a  few  specimens  of  this  plant,  but  not  nearly  enough 
to  satisfy  the  demands  for  it.  This  can  only  be  from  the  plant  not  being 
properly  known.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  some  remarks  by  a 
botanist  so  well  acquainted  with  Carices  as  Mr.  Sidebotham  at  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester,  where  he  remarks  that 
in  C.  lepidocarpa  the  fruit  is  "  pale  green,  or  yellowisli-green,  and  the 
beak  straight."  There  is  no  perceptible  difference  in  the  colour  of  the 
fruit  of  C.  lepidocarpa  and  C.  flava  geindna  when  examined  in  the  same 
stage  of  ripeness.  They  both  commence  with  being  green  and  end  with 
being  brownish-yellow,  and  the  beak  of  C.  lepidocarpa  is  always  deflexed, 
though  not  so  much  so  as  in  the  genuine  form.  Mr.  Sidebotham's  remarks 
respecting  C.  lepidocarpa  would  rather  apply  to  G.  (Ederi.  C,  (Ederi  has 
no  special  partiality  for  the  coast,  either  in  England  or  Scotland ;  this 
is  in  answer  to  a  query  put  in  the  April  number  of  the  'Journal  of 
Botany.'   (Vol.  Y.  p.  127). 

C.  punctata.  Gaud.  "  Co.  Cork." — L  Carroll.  Mr.  A.  G.  More  has 
sent  a  specimen  of  the  veritable  plant,  so  that  the  ?  given  after  Ireland, 
in  the  third  edition  of  'English  Botany,'  vol.  x.  p.  151,  must  be  ex- 
punged. 

Alopecurits  fulnns,  Sm.  "  The  locality  from  which  the  specimen  was 
gathered  was  discovered  by  Rev.  W.  H,  Purchas  in  1869;  the  plant  is 
new  to  Herefordshire." — A.  Ley. 

Jf/rostis  setacea,  Curtis.  "  Sparingly  on  Woking  Heath,  between  the 
Woking  Station  and  the  Dramatic  College ;  confirming  the  grass  to  the 
county  of  Surrey,  although  in  a  different  part  of  it  from  the  old  and 
doubted  localities." — H.  C.  Watson. 

Aira  nliginosa,  Weihe.  "  Swampy  hollows,  nearly  dry  in  July,  on 
Woking  Heath,  Surrey  ;  one  of  them  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  soutliward 
fi'om  the  Dramatic  College,  the  other  about  the  like  distance  nearer  to 
Woking  Station.  It  may  shortly  become  extinct  in  both,  through  the 
progress  of  enclosure  aufl  drainage.  Some  specimens  were  dried  for 
distribution,  as  better  showing  the  tufted  growth  than  did  those  brought 
from  Fleet  Pond,  Hampshire,  in  1869,  two  months  later  in  the  season." 
— H.  C.  Watson.  "  Still  occurs  at  Loch  of  Park,  and  in  profusion  near 
Loch  Connor,  between  Aboyne  and  Ballater ;  indeed  I  have  a  suspicion 
now  that  it  is  abundant  in  the  interior  of  this  district,  but  at  presenr, 
I  can  speak  with  certainty  as  to  these  two  localities  only.  The  alti- 
tude of  Loch  Connor  is  600  feet."—  J.  Roy. 


PROCEEDINGS    OF    SOCIETIES.  187 

Avenn  strigosa,  Schreb.  "  Rather  common  in  oatfields  about  Plymouth, 
but  always  looking  as  if  sown  with  the  crop." — T.  R.  Archer  Briggs. 

Fednca  amhif/na,  Le  Gall.  St.  Helen's  Spit,  Isle  of  Wight,  .June  7, 
1870.  Mr.  Stratton  has  sent  a  very  large  supply  of  this  curious  Vulpia, 
collected  by  Mrs.  Stratton.  The  specimens  have  a  wonderful  siuiilarity  in 
habit,  which  is  quite  that  of  Festuca  unigluiuis,  except  that  the  fiorets 
are  but  half  the  size,  although  in  everything  but  the  disposition  of  the 
spikelets  in  the  panicle  it  can  scarcely  be  distinguished  from  F.  PseiiJo- 
wyiirns.  It  is  strange  that  the  plant  has  not  yet  been  detected  in  any 
station  but  the  above,  in  which  it  was  first  discriminated  by  Mr.  A.  Gr. 
More,  about  teu  years  ago.  On  the  Continent  it  seems  equally  rare 
or  little  known,  as  it  is  recorded  only  in  a  few  places  in  the  north-west  of 
Prance,  on  the  coast  of  Morbilian. 

Asplenium.  septentrionale,  Hull.  "Rocks  at  Porlock,  Somerset." — 
Mary  Edmunds.  The  occurrence  of  this  plant  in  Somersetshire  is 
doubted  in  the  Supplement  to  the  '  Cybele  Britannica,'  though  it  is  ac- 
knowledoed  as  a  native  of  Devon.  In  the  third  volume  of  the  '  Cvbele ' 
itself,  the  question  is  raised,  whether  it  occurs  in  Devon  or  Somerset,  or 
in  both. 

Ophioglossum  vnlgntum,  Linn.  var.  ambiguum.  "  Elevated  sandy  ground, 
St.  Agnes,  Scilly  Isles,  1863." — F.  Townsend.  It  is  seventeen  years 
since  I  detected  this  curious  little  form  of  Ophioglossuni  in  the  Orkney 
Islands,  in  the  parish  of  Orphir,  >[aiiiland,  Orkney.  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  has  been  found  elsewhere  inBritain,  except  in  the  Scilly  Isles,  by  Mr. 
Townsend.  On  the  Continent  it  has  been  noticed  in  a  few  places  in 
France,  near  Paris ;  and  also  near  the  Tower  of  Pocaugy,  near  Lardy, 
and  at  Cape  Farret,  near  Arcachon.  The  habit  of  the  smaller  specimens 
of  the  Orkney  plant  is  extremely  similar  to  that  of  0.  lusitanicnm,  while 
others  from  the  same  station  are  scarcely  distinguishable  from  normal 
0.  vidgatiim.  Mr.  Townsend's  specimens  are  a  little  larger  than  the 
smallest  of  those  from  Orkney.  A  small  form  of  0.  vulgatum,  collected 
by  Mr.  A.  G.  More,  at  Garrylaud,  co.  Galway,  comes  very  near  this  in 
point  of  size,  but  the  barren  frond  is  broadest  near  the  base,  and  the 
accessory  root-frond  of  var.  ambiguum  is  absent,  at  least  in  the  specimens 
which  he  has  communicated  to  me. 

J.    BOSWELL   SyME. 

AjirilWi,  1871. 


Ilroccebrngs  of  Sodcfus. 

DUBLIN. 

Natural  History  Society,  March  1. — Rev.  Professor  Haughton, 
F.R.S.,  in  the  chair.  A  paper  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Kinahan,  Geological  Sur- 
vey, was  read,  "  On  Ferns  observed  in  lar,  or  West  Couuaught,  the  part 
of  county  Galway  that  lies  west  of  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib,  with  loi^nlities 
of  a  few  rare  Ferns  in  S.W.  Sligo."  The  most  important  observation 
was  the  detection  of  Adiantum  CapiUus-Veneris,  L.,  five  miles  from  the  east 
end  of  the  Killery  Harbour,  on  the  hill  N.N.E.  of  Sheftey,  county  Mayo, 
a  point  intermediate  between  the  Sligo  and  the  Urrisbeg  and  Arraii  loca- 
lities. Only  a  few  small  stools  could  be  found.  The  lobes  of  the  pin- 
nules are  very  deeply  serrated 


188  PROCEEDINGS    OF    SOCIETIES. 

Jpril. — R.  p.  Williams,  Esq.,  Vice-President  in  the  chair.    "Notes  on 
Hymetiopht/lla,  especially  witli  reference  to  New  Zealand  Species,"  bj'  Mr. 
"W.  Andrews.     In  the  conrse  of  the  paper,  the  following  reinarks  were  inci- 
dentally made  on  the  two  British  species  : — It  has  often  much  surprised  me 
that  British  botanists  are  so  persistent  in  makinjr  //.  nmUderale  the  true 
representative  of  R.  Jfllsoni,  for  I  venture  to  assert  that  few  have  ever 
possessed  truly  authenticated  specimens  of  H.  miilaierale  oi  Willdenow  and 
of  Bory  St.  Vincent,  and  none  to  have  seen  living  specimens.    H.  uni- 
laterals  seems  altogether  to  be  confined  to  the  Island  of  Bourbon,  where 
alone  it  was  met  with  and  described  by  Bory   St.  Vincent.     Of  //.  iini- 
laterale  of  New  Zealand,  the  spreading  frond  more  nearly  approaches  H. 
iiaibriclyense,  but  the  fruit,  with  even  and  entire  involucres,  is  similar  to 
that  of  H.  Wiho)n,  with  the  exception  that  the  lips  of  the  involucre  are 
broader  and  not  ovate.     I  have  been  favoured  with  a  specimen  of  the  true 
H.  unilaferale  from  Peunion,  obtained  by  I)r.  Meller.     It  unfortunately 
has  no  involucres,  yet  the  character  of  the  pinnules  of  the  frond  are  dis- 
tinct both  from  H.  lunhridgnise  and  H.  Wihoni.     I  expect  better  speci- 
mens.    In  the  meantime,  I  will  give  the  account  of  one  who  has  taken 
much  interest  in  the  study  of  Ferns,  especially  those  of  the  Mauritius, 
from  which   place  the   communication  is   sent.     The   extract,   Avhich  is 
veiT  clear  and  pleasingly  written,  is  from  a  letter  sent  to  a  lady  in  this 
city,  who  is  much  interested  in  the  subject: — "  Hymeuophjllnm  nnila- 
terale   does    not    grow  in    Mauritius,  but    in   the    neighbouring    Island 
of  Bourbon   (Reunion),  and  none  has  been  found  there  since  1835,  so 
that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  procuring  a  specimen.     This,  however, 
has  been  managed  with  the  aid  of  ])r.  Meller,  the  Director  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens  here,  who  was  in   Reunion  when  your  letter  arrived,  and  who 
succeeded   in   getting  me  an    authentic    specimen,  named  by  Bory  St. 
Vincent  himself,  which  I  noAv  send  to  you,  together  with  a  few  of  our 
Mauritius  Hyynenopltyllece  and  TricJiomanes,  as  they  may  interest  you  or 
your  friends.     Sir  Henry  (Barkly)  and  myself,  in  concert  with  Dr.  Meller, 
carefully  examined  H.  nnihiterale,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
decidedly  difi'ers  from  the  description  given  of  //.  Tflhoni  by  Hooker  in 
his  '  Species  Pilicnm,'  i.  95,  inasmuch  as  its  margin  is  perfectly  smooth 
except  just  at  the  apex  of  the  segments,  while  the  latter  is  described 
as   having  the  margin  "  toothed  or  spinuloso-seiTate."     The  cells,  too, 
which  Dr.  IMeller  examined  with  a  microscope,  are  sufficiently  distinct 
from  those  of  H.  TFilsoni,  as  figured  in  Seemann's  '  Journal  of  Botany,' 
I.  294.     It  also  appears  to  differ  widely  from  the  description  given  of 
H.  tiitihridyeiise,  to  which   Sir  William   Hooker  referred    a    specimen   of 
H.  unilaterale,  sent  by  Willdenow  (vide  '  Species  FUicum').  We  have  not 
vet  found  //.  tnnbridyense  in  Mauritius,  and  can  only  judge  from  some 
specimens  from  Ireland,  and  from  a  figure  given  in  Beddome's  '  Ferns  of 
Southern  India.'     There  can  be  little  douit  therefore  that  H.  Wdsoni  is 
a  distinct   species,  though  whether  the  same   honour  can  be  given  to 
H.  uniluUrule,  or  whether  it  is  only  a  peculiar  form  of  some  of  the 
Bourbon   varieties,   remains  to  be  proved.     Sir  Henry  and  Dr.  Meller 
both  incline,  I  think,  to  the  latter  opinion,  as  several  of  the  Ilynienophyllece 
from  Reunion  have  a  decided  tendency  to  a  unilateral  character,  and  I 
enclose  one  specimen  of  II.  Boryanmn  found  by  Dr.  Meller  growing  with 
a  mass  of  that  Fern  and  from  the  same  root,  which  you  will  see  is  scarcely 
distinguishable  from  II.  unilaterale."     Mr.  F.  Clowes,  of  Windermere, 
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wlio  lias  made  several  communications  to  me  on  the  subject,  states  that 
the  fronds  of  //.  tunbriJtjeuse  die  annually,  while  those  of  H.  irUsonl 
grow  on  from  year  to  year.  This  I  can  confirm  by  observations  on  their 
growth  in  my  own  fernery.  In  the  extract  I  have  given  it  is  stated  that 
//.  Boryanum  is  scarcely  distinguishable  from  IT.  wiUaferale.  The  vena- 
tion of  this  little  Fern  is  similar  to  that  of  //.  timbridyoise,  but  differs  in 
the  hairy  underneath  part  of  the  frond,  and  in  the  branched  hairs  at  the 
margins.  The  involucres  are  orbicular,  ciliated,  and  sunk  in  the  frond. 
I  have  had  much  correspondence  with  my  friend  Mr.  Wilson  regarding 
the  interest  of  the  species  lliat  he  has  described  ;  and  from  my  extensive 
examinations  of  those  Ferns  in  all  seasons  and  localities  in  this  country, 
I  am  more  than  ever  confirmed  in  the  truly  distinctive  characters  of 
//.  JVihoui,  and  that  no  British  nor  foreign  botanist  had  ever  before 
described  it.  This  leads  me  to  observe  on  the  subject  of  discovery,  that 
Dr.  Graves,  it  would  appear,  first  found  and  noticed  H.  TFihoni,  but  did 
not  even  guess  that  there  were  two  species  existing  in  Britain.  Tliere- 
fore  to  Mr.  Wilson,  who  distinguished  and  described  the  plant,  is  emi- 
nently and  justly  due  the  discovery. 

Dublin  Scientific  Club,  March  Uh. — Dr.  R.  Macdonnell,  F.R.S., 
who  was  in  the  chair,  communicated  some  observations  "  On  the  Colours 
of  Flowers  Grown  in  Darkness."  He  grew  Hyacinths  of  the  three  pri- 
mary colours  in  a  perfectly  dark  cellar.  The  green  leaves  were  com- 
pletely etiolated,  while  the  flowers  of  the  red  variety  were  quite  white, 
those  of  the  yellow  practically  so,  but  the  violet-blue  were  unaffected. 

KoYAL  Dublin  Society,  March  20ik. — Professor  Ball  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Moore,  Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Glasnevin,  made  a  commu- 
nication relative  to  the  loss  of  the  fine  plant  of  Pandanus  ut'dls,  Bory, 
which  had  until  recently  been  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  ornaments  of 
the  palm-house.  Dr.  Moore  had  personally  had  the  plant  under  his  care 
for  thirty-three  years,  and  it  was  certainly  not  less  than  twenty  years  old 
when  he  first  knew  it.  It  was  about  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  and  had 
reached  a  size  at  which  its  flowering  might  be  looked  forward  to  with 
some  certainty.  All  such  hopes  were,  however,  frustrated  by  the  fungoid 
disease  to  which  the  plant  eventually  succumbed.  This  first  showed  its 
effects  in  the  stem  immediately  beneath  one  of  the  crowns,  destroying  the 
rigidity  and  cohesion  of  the  tissues,  so  tiiat  the  crown  drooped  downwards. 
The  crown  was  removed,  and  an  attempt  made  to  propagate  it,  but  the 
external  symptoms  of  disease  which  the  plant  exhibited  were  only  too 
evidently  the  final  result  of  the  not  immediately  apparent  internal  ravages 
of  a  mycelium,  and  the  crown,  like  the  rest  of  the  ])lant,  was  already 
doomed.  Successive  portions  of  the  different  axes  were  amputated,  but 
without,  in  any  way,  averting  the  mischief.  Dr.  Moore  stated  that  the 
fungus  was  identical  with  that  which  had  destroyed  the  Pandanus  odora- 
tissimus,  Jac([.,  in  the  gardens  at  Breslau,  and  of  which  there  was  an 
account  in  Cohn's  '  Beitriige '  l)y  Dr.  Schroeter.  The  diseased  parts  of  the 
plant  exhibited  several  fungoid  forms,  which  there  was  good  reason  to 
believe  were  polymorphic  states  of  the  same  plant ;  of  these  MelaiicoHium 
Pandani,  Lev.,  and  Nectria  Pandani,  Tul.,  had  been  described.*  Dr. 
Moore  stated  that  there  was  no  reason  to  attribute  the  death  of  the 

*  An  abstract  of  Dr.  Schr(»^ter's  paper  by  Mr.  Currey  is  contained  in  '  Nature ' 
for  January  26,  1871,  p.  243. 
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Paiidanm  to  drip  or  chill,  as  all  the  other  plants  in  the  same  house  were 
remarkably  healthy.  He  feared  that  considerable  exchanges  having  been 
made  with' Continental  Botanic  Gardens,  the  o-erms  of  the  disease  had  been 
imported  from  thence.  Dr.  Moore  also  called  attention  to  the  flowering 
at  Glasnevin,  he  believed,  for  the  first  time,  in  Ireland,  of  Selenipedimn 
{CypripediMm,  Lindl.)  caudatum,  Keiclib.  The  lateral  petals  grew  after 
the  flower  expanded  in  a  few  days  to  the  length  of  nearly  two  feet.  The 
gardens  possessed  a  plant  of  Uropedium  Llndenii,  Lindl.,  in  which  the 
labellura  also  was  represented  by  a  long  slender  tail,  but  there  was  not  at 
present  any  likelihood  of  its  flowering.*  Professor  Thiselton  Dyer  made 
some  'remi.rks  on  the  incorrect  statements  current  in  text-books  with 
reference  to  the  germination  of  seeds.  He  pointed  out  that  the  en- 
dorhizal  i-adication  of  Grasses  is  a  necessary  result  of  the  remarkable  mo- 
dification of  the  caulicle  (radicle).  This  forms  by  its  lateral  enlargement 
the  so-called  cotyledon  (scutellum).  The  key  to  its  homology  is  sup- 
plied by  the  embryo  of  Zoatera  as  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Professor 
Dickson. 


In  the  recently-published  first  part  of  the  twenty-first  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Socicte  de  Physique  et  d'Histoire  Naturelle  de  Geneve, 
Dr.  Duby  has  described  and  figured  the  new  species  of  Acrocarpous 
Mosses  collected  by  Dr.  Welwitsch  during  his  travels  in  Portuguese  west 
tropical  Africa,  chiefly  in  the  highlands  of  Angola  and  Benguella.  The 
species  are  twenty-two  in  number,  as  follows  : — Sphagnum  africanum,  Po- 
lytrichiim  (Pogonatum)  huillense  (wrongly  given  as  angoleitse  in  the  text, 
but  correct  on  the  plate),  P.  elegans,  Bn/um  viridescens,  B.  spongiosum, 
B.  (Bracliymenium.)  angolense,  B.  (Br.)  Wdwitschii,  B.  huillehse,  Caiapy- 
lopus  sciuroideus,  C.  montauus,  C.  athiops,  C.  horridus,  Fissidens  Welwilschiiy 
F.  macrophyllus,  F.  glaucissimus,  F.  dasyphus,  F.  longqjes,  F.  angolensis, 
Pottia  cunipada,  P.  gymnostomoidfS,  Trematodou  interiiu'dium,  T.  angolense. 
The  figures,  which  are  drawn  by  the  author,  who  had  the  assistance 
derived  from  Dr.  Welwitsch's  notes  and  sketches,  are  complete  and  appear 
to  be  executed  with  great  accuracy.  The  Pleurocarpi  will,  it  is  intended, 
form  the  subject  of  a  second  communication. 

Mr.  Munroe,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  a  botanical  expedition  to  inspect  and 
report  on  West  Indian  fruits,  has  announced  that  Jamaica  presents  the 
largest  collection  and  variety  of  tropical  fruits  to  be  found  in  aii^  one 
district  between  Brazil  and  Mexico.  Mr.  Munroe  has  been  well  received 
by  the  Government  Botanist,  and  engrafted  a  variety  of  Mangoes,  an 
operation  hitherto  unsuccessfvd  in  Jamaica  though  successful  in  Bengal. 

Under  the  title  '  Georgika,'  Professor  Karl  Birnbaum  has  started  at 
Leipzig  a  new  monthly  periodical  (price  12  shillings  per  annum),  devoted 
to  agriculture  and  kindred  sciences,  the  first  number  of  which,  published 
January,  1871,  contains  a  paper  on  "Wars  in  the  Vegetable  Kingdom," 
by  Prof.  H.  Hoffmann,  of  Giessen,  giving  an  account  of  his  observations 
on  the  struggles  for  existence  going  on  in  fields  where  free  play  is  left  to 

*  Figures  of  these  plants  -will  be  found  in  the '  Flore  des  Serres,'  vol.  vi.  pi.  566, 
and  p.  123. 
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weeds  on  cultivated  ground.  The  paper  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
weed  question,  though  the  author  is  not  familiar  with  its  Litest  piiases, 
and  we  may  be  tempted  to  transfer  at  least  portions  of  it  to  our  pages. 

Of  Dr.  F.  von  Mueller's  esteemed  Fragmenta  Phytogr.  Austr.  no.  Iv. 
has  just  reached  us,  containing  descriptions  of  Motherwellia  (gen.  nov. 
Araliacearuin),  Aniorphospermum  (gen.  nov.  Sapotacearuni),  and  Nie- 
meyera  (gen.  nov.  Sapotacearum) .  The  Australasian  Typhas,  which 
were  hitherlo  held  to  be  identical  with  our  European  T.  anf/fiatifuUa,  are 
distinguished  as  T.  Brownii,  Kth.  {T.  latifolia,  Forst.,  T.  any udlf alia ^ 
R.  Br.),  and  T.  Muelleri,  Rohrb.  {T.  Skuttlewurthli,  Lehm.,  T.  anyastifulia. 
Hook.  f.  in  Fl.  Tas.). 

Professor  .J.  Hanstein,  of  Bonn,  is  issuing  a  series  of  morphological 
and  physiological  papers,  published  by  A.  Marcus,  of  Bonn,  under  the 
title  of  '  Botaiiische  Abhandlungen.'  The  first  number  contains  a  paper 
by  Professor  Hanstein  himself,  on  the  development  of  the  embryo  of  Mono- 
cotyledons and  Dicotyledons ;  whilst  the  second,  just  out,  is  devoted  to  a 
treatise  on  the  structure  and  development  of  BaciUariacere  (^Diatomacere), 
and  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  E.  Pfitzer.  The  latter  is  illustrated  by  six  excel- 
lent coloured  plates. 

The  first  number  of  Professor  Cohn's  '  Contributions  to  the  Biology  of 
Plants '  (Beitrage  zur  Biologic  der  Pfianzen),  though  dispatched  in  Sep- 
tember last,  has  only  reached  us  in  April,  1871,  containing  articles  by 
Schroeter,  Lebert,  and  Cohn,  of  permanent  value,  and  relating  to  the  part 
played  by  certain  Algae  and  Fungi  in  decomposition  and  disease.  The 
paper  on  "  Crenotkrix  polyspora  and  the  Microscopic  Analysis  of  Well- 
waters,"  should  be  widely  studied,  and  follows  up  the  researches  of 
Hassall  (1850)  and  Radlkofer  (1864). 

A  series  of  portraits  of  noteworthy  horticulturists  and  botanists  is 
being  published  in  the  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle  and  Agricultural  Gazette.' 
The  following  have  already  appeared.  Dr.  Hooker,  C.B.,  F.R.S.  ;  W. 
Wilson  Saunders,  F.R.S.  ;  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley,  F.L.S. ;  M.  Decaisne, 
G.  F.  Wilson,  F.R.S.,  and  Professor  Reichenbach,  of  Hamburg. 

The  first  part  of  the  fourtli  volume  of  the  Danish  '  Botanisk  Tidsskrift/ 
recently  published,  contains  a  complete  catalogue  of  the  plants  of  the 
Faroe  Islands,  with  an  introduction  and  critical  notes.  The  author  is 
Mr.  E.  Rostrup,  who,  with  Mr.  C.  A.  Feilberg,  spent  the  summer  of 
1867,  collecting  in  the  group.  Of  flowering  plants  and  Ferns  the  cata- 
logue contains  about  360  species,  besides  many  varieties;  complete  lists 
are  also  given  of  the  lower  Cryptogams.  The  fiora  of  these  small  islands 
possesses  a  great  interest  for  students  of  our  n  itive  plants,  because, 
although  not  dependent  on  the  English  Crown,  the  Faroe  isles  must  be 
considered  geographically  as  part  of  the  archipelago  of  which  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  are  the  largest  members.  The  accident,  so  to  speak,  of  poli- 
tical relationships  should  not  be  allowed  to  override  physical  ones,  and  it 
would  be  more  fitting  that  British  Floras  should  include  the  score  or  so 
of  species  which  these  islands  atld  to  our  list,  than  that  their  consistency 
should  be  destroyed  by  the  admission  of  thirty  or  more  species  absent 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  found  in  the  Channel  Islands,  the 
vegetation  of  which  is  that  of  Western  Continental  Europe. 

Mr.  T.  Moore  will  deliver  a  course  of  six  lectures  on  Hoi  any,  illustrated 
by  fresh  specimens,  at  the  garden  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  Chelsea, 
every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  four  p.m.,  from  Wednesday  May  31st 
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to  Saturday  June  17th.  The  course  is  intended  for  members  of  the 
medical  profession  and  medical  students. 

Mr.  Britien,  who  hopes  shortly  to  pui)lish  his  paper  on  the  Plora  of  Berks, 
will  be  glad  to  receive,  as  soon  as  possible,  any  information  on  the  subject. 

The  Easi bourne  (Sussex)  Natural  History  Society  has  published  a 
provisional  list  of  the  fauna  and  flora  of  the  small  district  over  which  their 
investigations  extend.  No  less  than  .517  Phanerogams  are  enumerated,  and 
459  Crvptogams,  which  shows  conclusively  that  the  members  of  the 
society  have  not  been  idle  since  its  formation  in  18G7. 

Our  readers  will  be  glad  to  see  that  our  valued  correspondent,  Mr.  W. 
Carrnthers,  Keeper  of  the  Botanical  Department  of  the  British  Museum, 
is  one  of  the  fifteen  candidates  selected  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society,  ant!  recommended  to  the  Society  for  election  as  Fellows  of  that 
learned  body. 

.Tames  Yates,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  of  Highgate,  who  died  on  May  7tb,  was 
well  known  amongst  botanists  and  horticulturists  for  his  fine  collection  of 
living  Cycaikee,  in  which  Order  he  took  a  great  interest,  and  to  the  know- 
ledge of  which,  in  this  country,  his  series  has  considerably  contributed. 
His  extensive  herbarium  of  dried  specimens  of  these  singular  plants,  he, 
a  few  years  ago,  presented  to  the  British  Museum. 

The  Swedish  Arctic  Expedition  has  started,  and  will  visit  during  this 
summer  the  waters  and  shores  of  Baffin's  Bay,  etc.  Mr.  Thore  Fries 
accompanies  it  as  botanist,  and  Messrs.  J.  Lindahl  and  Nauckhoff  as 
zoologist  and  geologist.  The  expedition,  which  consists  of  two  vessels, 
is  expected  to  return  to  Sweden  early  in  October. 

We  notice,  with  pleasure,  the  appearance  of  the  first  two  numbers  of 
the  new  '  Botaniska  Notiser,'  at  Lund,  edited  by  Otto  Nordstedt.  Each 
number  will  contain  thirty-two  pages,  and  it  is  intended  that  seven  shall 
be  published  annually.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  Scandinavian  botany, 
and  a  complete  review  is  given  of  all  botanical  papers  published  in  Sweden, 
Norway,  Denmark,  and  Finland.  The  subscription,  payable  at  any  Scan- 
dinavian post-office  or  bookseller's,  is  3«.  \cl.  per  annum. 

The  hrst  fasciculus  of  Nordstedt  and  Wahlstedt's  '  Characese  Scandi- 
navian exsiccatas  '  is,  we  learn  from  the  above-mentioned  journal,  just  pub- 
lished. It  contains  forty  forms,  and  the  price  is  16s.  %d.  Two  more 
fasciculi,  at  the  same  price,  will  complete  the  series.  Application  may  be 
made  to  Mr.  Otto  Nordstedt,  Lund,  Sweden. 

'  Nature '  says  that  the  vacancy  in  the  curatorship  of  the  Botanic 
Garden  at  Utrecht,  caused  by  the  death  of  Professor  Miquel,  has  been 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  N.  W.  P.  Rauwenhoff". 

The  only  botanical  paper  in  the  recently- published  part  (vol.  xxvii. 
part  3)  of  the  Linnean  Society's  Transactions,  is  Dr.  Lauder  Lindsay's 
observations  on  the  Lichens  collected  by  Dr.  Brown  in  Greenland,  during 
Mr.  Whymper's  expedition  in  1867. 

Corrigenda. — P.  91  :  Mr.  A.  Ernst  writes  to  say,  that  it  is  the  seeds 
themselves  of  Sabadilla  that  are  exported  from  Caracas,  and  also  that  the 
plant  was  previously  known  to  occur  out  of  Mexico;  p.  156,  I.  1,  for 
"  Familiar  "  read  Tamil. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Prof.  A.  Dickson,  Prof.  A. 
H.  Church,  Dr.  Welwitsch,  Dr.  J.  E.  Gray,  Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  Rev.  A. 
Ley,  W.  Carruthers,  A.  G.  More,  F.  Stratton,  W.  W.  Reeves,  R.  Tucker, 
E.'F.  im  Thurn,  A.  Enist,  W.  Phillips,  A.  W.  Bennett,  etc. 
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ON  BRASSWA  POLYMORPHA,  Syme. 
By  W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer,  B.A.,  B.Sc. 

Tn  two  papers  in  this  Journal  (vii.  346-350  ;  viii.  369-372)  Mr.  H.  C. 
Watson  has  described  a  Brnssica  which  occurs  by  tlie  Tlianies-side  in 
Surrey  and  Middlesex,  and  which  lie  believes  to  be  B.  campesiris,  L. ; 
understanding  by  that  name  the  "  wild  stock  of  the  Turnip."  In  the 
'  Flora  of  Middlesex  '  (p.  35)  this  plant  was  erroneously  placed  under 
B.  Napns,  L.  ;  an  error  which  arose  from  Dr.  Trimen  and  myself  having, 
in  the  absence  of  such  opportunities  as  Mr.  Watson  possesses  of  ex- 
amining the  winter-tufts,  followed  Dr.  BoswtU  Syme,  who  had  recorded 
under  that  name  plants  from  the  Thames-side.  Mr.  Watson  has,  how- 
ever, abundantly  demonstrated  that  the  Thames-side  Brassica  is  perfectly 
distinct  from  B.  Napns,  and  that  it  is  in  fact  what,  adopting  the  characters 
given  by  De  CandoUe  (Syst.  Nat.),  Smith  (Eng.  Fl.),"Boswell  Syme, 
(Eng.  Bot.),  Hooker  (Stud.  Fl.),  and  Boreau  (Fl.  du  Cent,  de  la  Fr.), 
would  be  called  a  wild  state  of  B.  Rapa,  L. 

A  perfectly  distinct  question,  therefore,  from  the  identity  of  the 
Thames-side  species  is  raised  by  Mr.  Watson  with  respect  to  the  syno- 
nymy of  the  other  plants  allied  to  it.  Hitherto,  most  systematic  books 
in  this  country  have  included  three  allied  species  of  Brassica  admitting  of 
being  distinguished  by  characters  drawn  from  their  radical  leaves.  Using 
the  language  of  De  CandoUe  (Reg.  Veg.  Syst.  Nat.  ii.  588-592),  these 
characters  may  be  stated  as  follows  : — 

B.  campesiris,  foliis  poUine  glaucis  inferioribus  novellis  subhispidis. 

IB.  Rapa,  foliis  radicalibus  lyratis  polline  glauco  destitutis  setoso- 
scabris. 

B.  Napns,  foliis  glabris  polline  csesio  glaucescentibus. 

Substantially  the  same  characters  are  given  by  Smith  (Eng.  Fl.  iii.  217, 
218)  ;  who,  however,  also  describes  campestris  as  having  radical  leaves, 
only  "  rather  glaucous,  rough  all  over  with  minute  bristly  hairs  '  (p.  219), 
which  looks  as  if  he  were  not  wholly  free  from  some  confusion  between 
this  plant  and  his  Rapa.  Lindley  ('  Synopsis')  merely  quotes  Smith.  Sir 
W.  Hooker  (Brit.  Fl.  308)  refers  to  Smith,  and  has  the  same  arrange- 
ment, but  does  not  mention  the  green  radical  leaves  of  B.  Rapa,  distin- 
guishing it  from  B.  campestris  by  its  tleshy  root  instead.  Boreau  gives 
the  sa  ue  characters  as  De  CandoUe. 

The  nomenclature  of  probably  all  modern  English  writers,  who  have 
treated  of  the  economic  aspect  of  these  plants,  is  borrowed  from 
De  CandoUe's  determinations.  Unless  on  very  urgent  grounds,  it  would 
be  hardly  desirable  to  alter  this.  The  reform,  unfortunately,  of  sciciititic 
terms  which  have  got  into  popular  use  rarely  has  any  other  ell'ect  than  to 
make  both  old  and  new  ambiguous  and  useless.  The  old  and  erroneous 
meanings  contiiuie  to  survive  alongside  with  the  new  and  correct  ones. 
It  is  always  best,  when  popular  use  has  spoiled  a  term,  to  leave  it  to  its 
fate,  accept  it  in  its  erroneous  sense,  and,  if  necessary,  invent  a  new 
word  to  do  its  proper  work. 

Of  each    of  the   three   oiltivated    species    of  Brassica   De  CandoUe 

VOL.    IX.     [jULY    1,    1871.]  O 


1'J4  ON    BRASSICA    POLYMOllPIIA. 

describes  two  forms;  one,  ainiual,  with  n  slender  root  and  rapid  produc- 
tion of  seeds,  lending  itself  to  the  purposes  of  the  oil-expresser ;  tlie 
other,  biennial,  with  a  root  which  is  enlarged  and  esculent.  Probably,  a 
succulent-rooted  variety  of  almost  any  plant  with  anything  like  a  biennial 
habit,  might  be  obtained  by  patient  cultivation  and  selection.  Turnip- 
rooted  forms  of  Chervil  {Anthrlscus  Cerefolimn,  Hoffni.)  and  Parsley 
{Fetroselimim  salivum,  Hoffm.)  may  be  bought  in  the  shops  ;  even  the 
'  ^\■ild  Radish  {Raphanns  Raphanldruin,  L.)  has  been  made  in  France,  as  a 

matter  of  experiment,  to  yield  an  esculent  root.  Generally  speaking,  a 
generous  supply  of  food  tends  to  develope  the  leafy  or  nutritive  organs  of 
such  plants,  and  checks  the  evolution  of  the  reproductive  organs— or,  what 
is  in  biennials  practically  the  sauie  thing,  the  growth  of  the  ascending 
axis.  Hence  these  plants  when  stinted  in  their  food,  as  when  grov,'ing 
amongst  standing  crops,  rapidly  run  up  and  attain  maturity ;  or,  in 
other  words,  are  apt  to  become  annuals. 

B.  campestrls,  De  Cand.  (I.e.  588),  includes  two  very  important  agri- 
cultural plants^the  Swedish  Turnip  and  the  Rape  or  Colza.  As  far  as 
my  experience  of  these  plants  goes,  they  certainly  are  forms  of  the  same 
species,  only  differing  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  an  enlarged  root.  If 
the  mature  radical  leaves  of  either  form  of  this  plant  be  examined  both 
will  seem  almost  glabrous,  and  it  is  only  by  a  cai-eful  scrutiny  of  the  ribs 
on  the  under  surface  that  a  few  scattered  cartilaginous  hairs  can  be 
detected ;  the  young  leaves  are,  however,  quite  obviously  hispid.  It  is 
worth  while  remarking  that  externally  there  is  a  w^ide  difference  between 
the  root  of  the  Swede  and  the  ordinary  Turnip,  which  is  well  known  to 
agriculturiats.  The  Turnip,  whether  globe  or  tankard  {rJepressa  or  oblonga) 
has  the  crown  of  leaves  sessile  without  any  elongation  of  the  internodes. 
The  Swede,  which,  without  being  oblong  is  straight-sided  in  its  middle, 
has  its  upper  portion  prolonged  into  a  "  neck "  marked  by  the  scars, 
separated  by  partially  developed  internodes  of  the  decayed  lower  leaves  of 
the  crown.  Of  the  history  of  the  Swedish  Turnip  (var.  Napo-Brasslca, 
De  Cand.)  almost  nothing  seems  to  be  known.  De  Candolle  remarks, 
that  possibly  it  may  be  a  hybrid  between  B.  campestris  (Rape)  and  B. 
Rapa ;  and  Mr.  Buckman  states  "  that  the  seeding  of  llape  and  common 
Turnips  in  mixed  rows  has  resulted  in  the  production  of  malformed 
Swedes  ;  which,  however,  improved  very  much  by  careful  cultivation  " 
('Treasury  of  Botany,'  p.  165).  Lamarck,  struck  probably  with  the 
character  of  the  neck,  observes  that  the  Swede  is  a  variety  in  the  same 
race  as  the  Chou-rave  {B.  oleracea,  var.  canlo-rupa,  De  Cand.),  the  Kohl- 
rabi of  English  seedsmen ;  and  this  would  be  pretty  nearly  the  opinion  of 
LinnfEus,  if,  as  it  seems  probable,  De  Candolle  is  right  in  quoting,  as  a 
synonym  of  the  Swede,  B.  oleracea^  var,  Napo-Brassica,  L.  (Sp.  932), 
identified  with  B.Napus,  var.  y.  esculenla  by  Koch,  who  seems  to  include 
the  hispid  Rape  as  well  as  the  Swede  luuler  Napus.  One  variety  of  tlie 
Swede  has  large  entire  cabbage-like  leaves  (Wilson, '  Farm  Crops,'  i.  275). 
Mr.  Watson,  in  his  second  paper,  remarks  that  "  Turnip  and  Swede  are 
species  about  as  distinct  from  each  other  as  Swede  and  Cabbage " 
(viii.  370).  He  is  certainly  correct  in  contrasting  the  larger  and  pale 
orange-coloured  flowers  of  the  Swede  with  the  bright  buttercup  yellow  of 
the  Turnip.  Hybrids  permanent  in  their  characters  have  been  obtained 
between  the  Swede  and  the  White  Turnip,  and  are  quoted  in  seedsmen's 
lists.     It  cannot  be  doubted  that  both  Swede  and  Rape  must  often  occur 
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subspontaneously   as  the  remains  of  cultivation  ;    and,  probably,   often 
figure  in  herbaria  and  local  lists  as  B.  campesli'is. 

B.  liapa,  De  Cand.,  the  Turnip  in  its  esculent  rooted  state,  falls  into 
two  races,  which  have  always  been  distinguished  in  books, — the  varieties 
depressa  and  oblonga  of  De  CandoUe.  Besides  these,  a  slender-rooted 
form,  cultivated  as  an  oil  ])lant  in  Dauphiny,  was  ascertained  by  experi- 
ment, in  the  Geneva  Botanic  Garden,  to  belong  to  this  species,  and  must, 
therefore,  be  the  same  as  the  Thames-side  Brassica. 

B.  Napiis,  De  Cand.,  is  probably  almost  unknown  in  this  country.  I 
have  examined  fields  of  Rape  in  Gloucestershire,  and  have  always  found 
the  young  leaves  to  be  hispid.  1  conclude,  therefore,  that  this  could  not 
be  NapuH.  In  Forster's  Herbarium  in  the  British  Museum  there  is  a 
young  plant  of,  I  presume,  this  species,  as  the  leaves,  as  far  as  I  could 
see,  are  quite  glabrous.  This  is  the  only  example  I  have  come  across. 
Mr.  Watson  speaks  of  Rape  with  the  synonym  Napiis  in  his  paper 
(viii.  271).  If  this  is  correct,  which  I  do  not  think  it  to  be,  B.  Napns 
ought  to  occur  as  a  waif  of  cultivation,  at  any  rate,  in  sheep-farming  dis- 
tricts. In  the  '  Cybele '  (i.  IfiO),  however,  he  says,  "  I  have  never  seen — 
at  least,  never  recognized — the  species."  It  is  apparently  cultivated  on 
the  Continent  both  as  an  oil-  and  root-yielding  plant.  Its  root,  called 
"  navet,"  is  often  confounded  with  the  Tankard  Turnip,  but  seems  to 
have  been  generally  pretty  clearly  distinguished  (Cf.  Rap/cm  oblongius  and 
Napus,  Dod.  Pempt.  673,  074).  It  is  a  common  vegetable  in  Continen- 
tal gardens,  tliough  apparently  hardly,  if  ever,  cultivated  in  England. 

If  we  turn  to  the  diagnoses  of  these  plants  given  by  Linnaeus,  while 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  what  is  meant  by  his  B.  Eapa  and 
B.  Napiis,  the  identity  of  his  B.  cawpestris  is  very  uncertain ;  in  fact,  all 
that  can  be  certainly  stated  of  it  is,  that  it  was  a  troublesome  weed  in 
parts  of  Sweden.  The  description  merely  states  that  it  had  a  slender 
root  and  uniform  cordate  sessile  leaves.  The  synonyms  given  in  the 
'  Hortus  Clitfortianus  '  (p.  339),  to  which  reference  is  made,  apparently 
belong  to  either  Erysimum  orientale,  Br.,  or  E.  austriacttm,  Jacq.  ;  and 
Lamarck  has  united  the  former  species  {^=  Brassica  orieiifalis,  L  )  with  B. 
campestris,  L.,  which  he  considers  tiie  same  as  E.  anstriacum,  Jacq  , 
under  the  name  of  B.  perfoliata  (Encyc.  Method.).*  Mr,  Watson  believes 
B.  campestris  to  be  the  wild  and  slender-rooted  tbrm  of  B.  Rapa,  the 
same,  in  fact,  as  the  Dauphiny  plant  of  DeCandolle;  and  he  reinaiks 
that  Grenier  and  Godron  follow  Lamarck  in  using  the  expressive  name 
asperifolia  for  the  aggregate  species,  making  campestris,  L.,  its  type-form, 
and  Rapa,  L.,  the  esculent-rooted  variety.  But  Lamarck,  in  the  '  Kncv- 
clopcdie  Methodique  '  rather  unintelligibly  joins  not  campestris,  but  Napus 
to  Rapa,  notwithstanding  that  Linnaeus  states  Napus  to  have  glabrous 
leaves.  Koch  also  (Syn.  Fl.  Germ.  ed.  2.  i.  59)  consitlers  B.  campestris, 
L.,  to  be  an  annual  variety  of  B.  Rapa,  and  the  same  as  B.  prrecox,  Kit. ; 
which  is  puzzling,  as  De  Candolle  describes  that  plant  as  having  all 
glabrous  glaucescent  leaves. 

It   is,   of  course,   quite  obvious  that  if  Linn;Bus's   campestris  was    a 

*  In  the  Herbarium  (now  in  the  British  Museum)  of  Linnanis.  containing  the 
originals  of  the  '  Ilortus  Cliftbrtianus,'  Bra.ssica  earn  pest  ri.s  perfoliatu,  fore  albo, 
B.  v.,  is  B.  orientalls,  L.  {  — Erysimum  orientale,  R.  Br.),  and  B.  campestris  per- 
foliata, fl.  purpurea,  B.  P.,  is  B.  arrensis,  L.  {=Moricaudia  arvensis.  Do  Cand.)  ; 
neither  of  these  are  Scandinavian  plants.     (H.  T.) 
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troublesome  weed  in  Sweden,  it  could  not  be  Erysimum  orieulale,  Br.  ;  and 
Koch,  Babington  and  Watson  may  be  right,  as  far  as  the  evidence  from 
books  goes,  in  looking  upon  it  as  a  wild  state  of  Rapa.  The  authentic 
specimens,  however,  in  the  Linnsean  Herbarium,  although  not  very  satis- 
factory, will  hardly  support  this  view.  Two  sheets  are  named  "crt»z- 
pestris ;  "  the  first  contains  a  "  top,"  and  an  indeterminate  example  of  an 
annual  plant,  apparently  the  same  as  that  on  the  second  sheet.  This  last 
is  about  a  foot  in  height,  in  flower  (the  inflorescence  decidedly  corymbose 
where  the  petals  are  still  unfallen),  yet  still  preserving  the  radical  leaves. 
These  lower  leaves  are  only  sparingly  hispid,  the  pairs  being  confined  to 
k^  krx^ynj  {^ijg  j-ijjg^  and  they  are  also  distinctly  glaucous  ;  in  fact,  they  appear  to  me 
^^  /^  quite  the  same  in  appearance  as  those  of  a  young  seedling  Swede  sent  me 

by  Mr.  Watson.  The  young  leaves  of  the  Thames-side  Bramca  are  not 
in  the  least  glaucous,  and  are,  as  Mr.  Watson  says,  "  much  hispid,"  the 
hairs  being  by  no  means  confined  to  the  ribs.  The  Smithian  Herbarium 
yields  little  information,  as  none  of  the  specimens  have  young  leaves. 
The  campestris  of  the  Linnsean  herbarium  and  of  Mr.  Watson  appear, 
therefore,  by  no  means  to  be  the  same  thing.  The  Swedish  plant  seems 
to  be  nearly  allied  to  the  Swede  and  the  Rape  of  English  agriculturists ; 
the  Thames-side  plant  is  indubitably  a  wilding  Turnip.  The  only  question 
remains,  how  is  the  existing  nomenclature  to  be  adjusted  to  our  English 
plants.  The  first  step  would  be  to  eliminate  B.  Najjus ;  apparently,  as 
far  as  England  is  concerned,  a  purely  spectral  plant,  if  one  with  wholly 
glabrous  radical  leaves  is  intended.  Koch  retains  Napus,  including  under 
it  the  plants  of  De  CandoUe's  campestris,  making,  as  stated  above,  the 
campestris  of  Linnseus,  a  variety  of  Rapa.  Napus,  at  any  rate,  has  only  a 
prescriptive  right  to  a  place  in  English  Floras. 

As  to  the  name  '■  polymorplia^  Boswell  Syme,  by  a  curious  error,  says 
(Eng.  Bot.  i.  136)  that  he  gives  it  to  the  aggregate  species  "  in  pre- 
ference to  B.  campestris,  as  that  name  has  been  applied  exclusively  to  the 
form  with  glabrous  (not  hispid)  radical  leaves,"  which  is  apparently  the 
opposite  of  the  fact.  Dr.  Hooker,  however  ('  Student's  Flora,'  p.  29),  con- 
siders that  B.  polymorpha  should  not  supersede  B.  campestris. 

The  synonymy  of  these  plants  would  seem  to  stand  as  follows  :  — 

Brassica  polymorpha,  Boswell  Syme,  E.  B.  i.  133,  non  Murr.* 
B.  campestris,  Hook.  Stud.  Fl.  29. 
I.  B.  campestris,  De  Cand.  Syst.  ii.  588. 
a.  oleifera,  De  Cand. 
B.  campestris,  L.  Herb. 
Rape,  Colza. 
/3.  Napo-Brassica,  De  Cand. 
Swede. 
II.  B.  Rapa,  L.  Sp.  931  ;  De  Cand. 
a.  rapifera,  Koch,  Syn.  ed.  2.  i.  59. 

Turnip. 
fi.  campestris,  Koch,  ibid. ;  Watson,  1.  c. 
'  Navcw,'  Watson,  1.  c. 
[HI.  B.  Napus,  L.  Sp.  931. 
a.  oleifera,  De  Cand. 
p.  esculenta,  De  Cand.] 

*  B.  polymorpha,  Murr.  and  W.  &  ^.  =  Sisymbrium  junceum,.'ilL&rsch..  v.  Bieb. 
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(Continued from  Vol.  VIII.  p.  376.) 

11.  CoccOLOBA  PADiFOUMis,  Me'issn.  in  De  Caiid.  Prodr.  xiv.  16G. 
n.  67. — Not  common  in  the  ravine  of  the  river  Catuohe.  The  description 
given  by  Meissner  is  excellent ;  the  calyx  is  of  a  deep-red  colour,  the 
fruit  is  small  (5  mm.  long),  the  calyx  remains  membranaceous,  and  does, 
not  include  wholly  the  somewhat  trigonal,  smooth,  and  brownish-black 
achaenium. 

12.  Anemop.egma  glaucom,  Mart.;  De  Cand.  Prodi*,  ix.  188.  n.  C. 
— A  high  climber,  flowering  in  June.  It  appears  to  be  not  uncommon  in 
the  ravine  of  the  river  Catuche,  and  I  have  sent  seeds  to  Kew.  As 
Martius's  description,  quoted  in  De  Candolle's  '  Prodromus,'  is  rather 
short,  I  may  add  a  more  extensive  one. — Frutex  scandens,  glaberrimus, 
laevis,  ramis  et  petiolis  communibus  cortice  griseo  tectis,  verrucose-striatis, 
petiolo  communi  subpoUicari,  petiolulis  brevioribus  viridibus ;  foliis 
bifoliatis  oppositis  cirrhos  inter  foliola  gerentibus,  foliolis  late  lanceo- 
latis  obtusis  penninerviis  nervulis  utrinque  elevatis  reticulatis,  punc- 
tulis  crebris  supra  concavis,  subter  couvexis  notatis,  7-8  poll,  long., 
2-3  poll,  lat.,  supra  obscure  viridibus,  subter  glaucescentibus ;  racemis 
axillaribus  vel  interdum  terminalibns,  petiolis  longioribus,  pedicellis  polli- 
caribus  nigro-punctatis,  medio  bibracteolatis,  inferioribus  bifloris  oppositis, 
siiperioribus  unifloris  :  calyx  \  poll,  long.,  canipanulatus,  ore  truncato,  saepe 
lateraliter  2-3-fissus,  nervorum  apex  denticulis  minutissiinis  nigris  nota- 
tus ;  corolla  flava,  speciosa,  2-3  poll,  longa,  supra  calycem  ampliata, 
tubo  longissimo,  lobulis  5,  sestivatione  quincunciali,  obtusis,  |^-|  poll, 
long. ;  stamina  4  cum  rudimento  quinti,  basi  pilis  articulatis  barbata, 
adscendentia,  supra  medium  incurvata,  didynamia ;  antherse  biloculares, 
loculis  ut  in  genere ;  stylus  rectus,  staminibus  longior ;  stigma  bilamella- 
tum,  lamellis  subrevolutis  ;  ovarium  disco  carnoso  insidens,  biloculare, 
ovula  in  quoque  loculo  biserialia  ;  fructus  capsula  ovalis,  pedicellata,  apice 
obtusa,  6  poll,  longa,  3-4  poll,  lata,  compressa,  \  poll,  crassa,  laevis, 
cortice  griseo  obtecta ;  valvis  nervum  medianum  secus  partibilibus^  sep- 
tum membranaceum ;  semina  biserialia,  orbiculata,  2^  poll,  lata,  2  poll, 
longa,  ala  radiatim  striata,  margine  lacerata,  ad  hilum  intt'rrupta  ;  cotyle- 
dones  carnosae,  rotundo-bilobiat;e,  f  poll,  latae,  \  poll,  longie,  basiet  apice 
cordatae,  radicula  brevissinia. 

13.  EsENBECKTA  CASTANOCARPA,  Gnseh.  ill  Flora  of  the  Brit.  AYest 
Indian  Islands,  p.  135. — Kavine  of  the  Catuche,  passim.  Grisebaeh's 
description  is  a  good  one,  but  the  fruits  are  not  exactly  lubercled.  I 
would  rather  say  covered  by  short  and  thick  spinuhe. 

14.  Tepiirosia  toxicaria,  Pers. — Grisebach  (I.e.  p.  182)  is  incor- 
rect in  saying  that  the  flowers  are  blue.  Swartz  is  more  correct  (Fl.  Ind. 
Occid.  1279).  The  standard  is  whitish-yellow,  over  the  claw  reddish, 
and  so  are  also  the  wings. 

15.  RoLLiNiA  GLAUCESCENS,  Muj . ;  Walp.  Ann.  ii.  30.  —  Of  this  in- 
teresting plant  one  specimen  was  found  in  the  ravine  of  the  Catuche, 
where  it  betrayed  its  existence  by  the  intense  and  sweet  smell  of  its 
numerous  flowers. 

IG.  Jatropha  urens,  IFilld.;  De  Cand.  Prodr.  .\v.  ii.  j).  1100. — 
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Our  form  would  be  /.  Kuntliiana,  Muell.  1.  c.  p.  1099,  but  I  do  not  think 
this  is  really  a  different  species.  It  is  certainly  painful  to  get  hurt  by 
its  stinging  hairs.  My  left  hand  was  swollen  for  about  three  days,  and  I 
felt  rather  feverish,  though  no  more  than  five  hairs  had  touched  the  back 
of  the  hand. 

17.  As  a  curious  case  of  what  has  been  styled  mimicry  in  vegetation,  I 
may  mention  Cessaria  legitima,  De  Cand.  (Prodr.  v,  456),  a  shrubby 
plant,  growing  commonly  on  the  banks  of  our  rivulets.  It  is  called  Sauce 
{i.  e.  Willow),  and  is  indeed  so  very  much  like  the  Sulix  Capreea,  L.,  that 
at  first  sight  it  might  be  taken  for  it,  especially  when  not  in  flower. 

18.  Mr.  A.  Goering,  an  ornithological  traveller,  who  lately  visited  the 
mountains  of  Merida,  brought  with  him  to  Caracas  a  small  collection  of 
alpine  plants  from  the  "  Paramos."  Though  tlie  specimens  were  badly 
preserved,  being  dried  as  druggists  dry  their  herbs,  I  could  make  out  the 
following: — Aspleiiiiim  fragile,  Kl. ;  Acrostic/mm  lepiclotum,  Willd. ; 
Jamesouia  canescem,  Hook,  et  Gr. ;  three  Grasses ;  Sedum  bicolok, 
H.  B.  K.;  OsTEOMELES  GLA.BRATA,  H.  B.  K. ;  BaccJiaris  microphylla, 
H.  B.  K. ;  Eiipatoi'ium,  sp. ;  Sypocharis  sessilijlora,  H.  B.  K. ;  Espeletia 
aryerdea,  H.  B.  K. ;  Cerastiiim,  sp. ;  Euphrasia  santaUnfpfoUa,  H.  B.  K.; 
Geutiana  coryuibosa,  H.  B.  K.;  Centropoyon,  sp. ;  Myrrhis  (?) ;  Hypericum 

juniperinum,  H.  B.  K. ;  another  species,  very  likely  H .  acerosum.,  H.  B.  K. ; 
TJiihaudia  nitida,  H.  B.  K.;  Vacciuinm  thymifolinm,  Kl. ;  {Romerito,  inc.); 
Ehachicallis  caracasana,  De  Cand.;  Braba  cheirantlioides.  Hook.  f. 
The  few  names  printed  in  small  capitals  refer  to  plants  that  occur  also  in 
the  mountains  of  Caracas  ;  the  rest,  the  greatest  part,  belongs  to  the  flora  of 
New  Granada.  The  large  collections  made  by  Linden,  Punk,  Schlim, 
]\Ioritz,  and  Wagner  in  the  mountains  of  Merida  and  Trujillo  confirm 
this  result,  which  is  to  be  expected  as  a  consecpience  of  the  geographical 
position.  I  may  be  allowed  to  add  that  Mr.  Goering  found  the  Myroxy- 
lou  toluifcrum  near  Turaras  (west  of  Puerto  Cabello),  and  forwarded 
specimens  to  Dan.  Hanbury,  Esq.,  of  London.  Dr.  Seemann  had  noticed 
the  tree  in  ISBl  on  the  Tocuyo  river. 

19.  Teratological  Remarks. — I  have  seen  some  fruits  o^  Per  sea 
yralisshna,  Gaertn.,  which  had  no  seed,  containing  instead  of  it  a  watery 
liquid.  I  was  told  that  the  tree  they  were  taken  from  (on  an  estate  near 
La  Guaira)  never  had  produced  normal  fruits.  Pasciation  occurs  not 
seldom  in  the  spikes  of  Stachyturpha  jamaicensis ;  syncarpy  is  not  unfre- 
quent  in  Musa  sapieidum..  ffippocratea  comosa  is  an  example  of  the 
complete  suppression  of  the  flower  (comp.  Masters,  *  Teratology,'  p.  409). 
An  instance  of  the  fission  of  stamens  came  lately  under  my  notice ;  one  of 
the  stamens  in  Criunm  amabUe  was  nearly  wholly  divided  in  two.  The 
case  of  pleiotaxy  of  the  gynceciuni  in  the  orange,  mentioned  by  Masters  (1.  c. 
p.  389),  is  pretty  common  here.  The  people  call  these  fruits  "  naranjas 
paridaSj"  i.  e.  oranges  lately  delivered. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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By  Henry  Trim  en,  M.B.,  P.L.S. 

I  spent  the  last  week  of  April,  1871,  in  the  Channel  Islands,  four  days 
in  Jersey  and  two  in  Guernsey,  having  the  advantage  of  Mr.  P.  Stratton's 
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companionship  in  tlie  former  island ;  and  have  put  together  my  jottings 
about  some  of  the  more  interesting  members  of  the  Hora,  in  the  belief 
that  few  British  botanists  have  examined  the  spring  vegetation. 

At  this  season,  the  botany  of  the  tracts  of  sandy  ground  near  the  sea 
best  repays  attention.  It  consists  of  a  dwarf  vegetation  of  numerous 
species,  and  great  beauty.  The  prevalent  species  in  flower  in  such  places 
during  my  visit  to  Jersey  were  CuchJearia  dcmica,  Moenchia  erecta,  Sagiua 
apetala  vera,  Arenaria  serpylUfulia  vera,  Cerastium  semidecandrum,  Orni- 
thopus  perpnsilhis,  Alchemilla  arrensis,  Saxifraga  tridact\jUtes,  Valeria- 
7teUa  olUoria  and  V.  carlnata,  Myosotls  collbvj,  Tlantarjo  Coronopns, 
Carex  arenaria,  and  a  maritime  state  of  Bromns  mollis,  all  of  very  small 
size.  These  formed  the  bulk  of  the  close  turf;  but  scarcely  less  abundant 
were  Capsella  Bursa-pastoris,  Teesdalia  nudlcaulis,  Arabia  Thaliann, 
Draba  venia  majuscida,  SteUaria  Borceana,  Erodium  cicutarinm,  Trifolium 
subterraneum  and  T.  minus,  Vicia  atignstifolia  and  V.  lalhjroides,  Mi/osotis 
versicolor,  Phleitm  arenarium  and  Mibora  minima,  the  last  varying  consi- 
derably in  size  and  in  the  colour  of  the  glumes.  Equally  common  was  a 
dwarf  Pansy,  which  agrees  well  with  the  description  of  V.  nemausensis, 
Jord.  in  Boreau's  Fl.  du  Centre,  p.  S3,  and  with  Billot's  specimens  so 
named,  from  La  liochelle  (n.  1127  ter).  This  seems  to  be  the  V.  tricolor, 
var.  y.  mediterranea,  of  Gren.  and  Godr.  i.  183,  and  is  certainly  the 
var.  6.  nana  of  Lloyd's  Fl.  de  I'Ouest,  p.  70.  The  petals  are  pnle  bluish- 
white,  a  little  shorter  than  the  sepals,  and  the  spur  blue.  A  C'erasli'im 
was  also  abundant  in  places,  wiiich,  in  consequence  of  all  the  bracts  being 
entirely  herbaceous,  1  at  the  lime  considered  to  be  C.  tetrandrum,  Curt.  ; 
and  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr.  A.  G.  More,  who  have  both  had  opportunities 
of  studying  the  plants  of  this  genus  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  also  refer  the 
Channel  Islands  specimens  to  C.  tetrandrum.  They  appear,  however,  to 
deviate  considerably  from  the  typical  tetrandrum  in  mode  of  brandling  as 
well  as  in  the  direction  of  the  pedicels,  and  I  am  now  inclined  to  place  the 
plant  rather  under  the  C.  pumilum  of  Curtis  (==  C.  obscurum,  Boreau),  of 
which  several  forms  are  distinguished  by  the  French  and  German  botanists, 
I  cannot,  however,  consider  C.  pumilum  specifically  distinct  from  C.  tetran- 
drum,. Large  green  specimens  of  the  Jersey  plant,  with  elongated  inter- 
nodes,  are  perhaps  the  C.  pedunculatum  of  Babington,  described  and  figured 
as  a  species  in  the  second  volume  of  the  ]Mag.  of  Zool.  and  Bot.,  but  which 
he  subsequently  referred  to  C.  telrandrum.  Less  common  species  noticed 
withthose  above  named  were  Polygala  depressa,  Medicago  denticidata,  Trifo- 
lium fili  forme ,  Triclionema  CoIuimw  (which  was  in  good  flower  and  quantity 
by  the  second  martello  tower  in  St.  Aubin's  Bay),  and  Scilla  autumnalis, 
of  course  not  in  flower.  With  the  Triclionema  a  Herniaria  occurred,  wiiich 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  ciliated  form  of  //.  vulgaris,  L.,  of  Babington. 
Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  however,  refers  all  plants  from  the  Channel  Islands  he 
has  seen  to  H.  ciliata,  Bab.,  but  my  specimens  difl'er  in  habit  from 
authentic  specimens  of  this  doubtfully-distinct  species  from  Cornwall. 
The  remarkable  desolate  tract  in  the  west  of  Jersey  called  the  Qucnvais 
would  well  reward  a  very  careful  search  ;  a  rapid  walk  in  a  straight  line 
across  it  showed,  besides  most  of  the  species  already  recorded  above, 
abundance  of  EupJwrbia  Paralins  and  E.  portlandica,  Scl/cenus  nigricans, 
Silene  conica  just  in  flower,  and  plenty  of  Hutckinsia  petrcea,  a  species  not 
previously  recorded  for  the  district,  though  detected  in  very  small  quan- 
tity last  year  in  some  other  part  of  the  island.     Though  this  plant  is  in 
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England  restricted  to  limestone  hills,  it  is  common  on  sea-sand  on  a  part 
of  the  coast  of  France  adjacent  to  the  Channel  Islands  (see  Lloyd,  p.  55). 
The  handsome  rayed  Senecio,  mentioned  by  Boswell  Syme  in  the  fifth 
volume  of  '  English  Botany  '  (p.  80)  as  var.  radiatus  of  «S.  vulgaris,  made  so 
great  a  show  that  it  was  hard  to  believe  it  merely  Groundsel.  De  Can- 
dolle,  indeed,  placed  the  plant  as  a  variety  of  S.  livid  us,  L.  (non  Sra.),  of 
S.  Europe,  with  which  it  agrees  in  its  large  heads,  its  phyllaries,  and  achenes, 
but  differs  in  its  weak  stem,  shaggy  covering  of  wool,  and  more  deeply- 
divided  leaves.  It  seems  worthy  of  subspecific  rank.  A  dwarf  form  of  a 
capreolate  Fnmaria  was  also  noticed  in  the  sand,  and  it  was  afterwards 
found  in  its  properly- developed  condition  commonly  in  the  island.  The 
"  ¥.  capreolata  "  of  Babington's  '  Primitise  Fl.  Sarn.'  he  afterwards  (Linn. 
Journ.  Bot.  iv.  165)  referred  to  F.  confusa,  Jord.  Though  I  confess  to 
being  unable  to  distinguish  the  forms  into  which  F.  capreolata  has  been 
divided,  I  think  the  common  Channel  Island  plant,  which  has  large  pink 
flowers,  bears  more  resemblance  to  F.  Bovfsi  than  to  any  other  British 
variety. 

The  other  plants  of  interest  noticed  in  Jersey  were  these : — RapJianm 
maritimus ;  the  botanist  who  has  seen  the  root-leaves  of  this  in  the 
Channel  Islands  will  be  scarcely  likely  to  put  it  with  R.  Raphanistrum. 
Sarotliamnus  scoparius  ;  the  prostrate  variety  described  by  Mr.  Bailey,  in 
Cornwall,  was  abundant  on  the  rocks  exposed  to  the  western  gales  at 
L'Etac,  and  presented  a  very  singular  appearance,  the  stems  spreading 
from  a  centre,  and  pressed  flat  against  the  stone,  and  the  numerous 
flowers  at  their  extremities  forming  collectively  a  broad  golden  ring. 
Tillcea  muscosa ;  abundant  close  to  St.  Helier's.  Smyrniuni  Olusa- 
trum ;  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  this  must  be  a  native  plant 
in  the  Channel  Isles ;  I  think,  too,  with  Mr.  Bentham,  it  is  so  in 
the  south  of  England  near  the  sea.  Echimii  plantaf/ineimi ;  the  root- 
leaves  of  this  do  not  at  all  suggest  a  Boraginaceous  plant ;  the  specific 
name,  which  may  have  puzzled  some  who  have  seen  only  the  fully-grown 
plant,  is  excellently  descriptive  of  them.  Orchis  Morio ;  this  was  be- 
lieved not  to  grow  in  the  islands  when  Professor  Babingtou  published  his 
'  Primitise ;'  we  found  it  in  some  abundance  on  the  Quenvais.  Arum 
italic/an  ;  this  is  the  only  Arum  we  saw  ;  Mr.  Stratton  recognized  it  at 
once  from  the  leaves,  being  familiar  with  it  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  When 
in  flower,  it  is  very  distinct-looking.  In  well-developed  plants  the  long, 
weak,  pale  yellowish-green  spat  he  falls  over  by  its  own  weight,  and  con- 
ceals the  yellow  spadix,  but  this,  Mr.  Stratton  says,  is  often  the  case  also 
with  A.  macidatum  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  so  that  it  cannot  be  considered  dis- 
tinctive. We  noticed  leaves  with  white  veins,  as  in  the  south  of  Europe, 
and  also  some  with  dark  spots,  like  those  of  ^.  macidatum  (which  pvo- 
l)ably  does  not  occur  in  the  islands).  Both  species  grow  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  France,  according  to  Lloyd.  Gytnnofjramma  leptophylla  ; 
under  the  able  guidance  of  Dr.  Bull,  an  excellent  resident  botanist,  I  saw 
three  localities  for  this  in  St.  Laurence  parish ;  all  were  similar ;  the  base 
of  high  hedgebanks  of  clay-slate  facing  the  south,  and  concealed  by  larger 
vegetation. 

In  Guernsey,  I  noticed  in  the  sandy  districts  most  of  the  same 
species  as  in  Jersey,  and  in  addition,  Arabis  hirsnta,  Sagina  maritima, 
S.  ciliata,  Trifoliuni  siiffocaiuvi,  and  Aira  caryopliyllea  vera.  Erodium 
tno&chatum  occurred  in  several  wild-looking  places  on  the  east  side  of  the 
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island.  In  a  pasture  field  above  the  beautiful  bay  called  Moulin  Huet  I 
met  with  a  singular  variety  of  limmncnlm  bnlbosas.  This  is  unfortuiiatelv 
in  too  young  a  state,  a  single  flower  only  being  expanded  on  eacli  ])lant, 
to  allow  of  a  full  description,  but  the  characters  present  are, —  Bulb  small 
(about  the  size  of  a  Haricot  Bean),  circular  on  perpendicular  section  ; 
root-leaves  on  very  long  petioles,  trifoliolate,  the  centre  leaflet  vt;ry  long 
stalked;  leaflets  3-sect,  the  segments  cut  into  broadly  linear  segments; 
flowering-stem  15  in.  high,  very  upright,  and  with  the  leaves  and  calyces 
thickly  covered  with  long,  spreading  white  hairs,  giving  the  plant  a  grey- 
ish colour;  peduncles  not  furrowed;  flowers  considerably  larger  than 
in  ordinary  R.  bnlbosns.  The  plant  looked  very  unfamiliar  when  growing, 
the  leaves  much  resembling  those  of  7^.  ch^rophylliis,  L.,  of  S.  Europe. 
but  part  of  its  strange  appearance  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  under  sur- 
face of  many  of  the  leaves  being  infested  by  a  filamentous  substance 
(parasitic  fungus  ?)  of  a  yellowish-grey  colour.  The  plant  does  not  agree 
with  any  of  the  forms  described  as  species  by  Jordan  in  his  '  Diagnoses.' 


NOTES  ON  PORTULACA  PSAMMOTROPHA. 
By  H.  F.  Hance,  Ph.D.,  etc. 

Twenty  years  ago  I  described,  under  the  above  name,  a  very  handsome 
large-flowered  Purshane,  found  on  Prata  Island,  in  the  China  Sea.  A 
comparison  of  my  own  extended  diagnosis  of  this  (Walp.  Ann.  Bot.  Syst. 
ii.  660),  carefully  drawn  up  from  living  specimens,  which,  dug  up  with 
their  native  sand,  and  copiously  supplied  with  seawater,  flourished  luxu- 
riantly with  me,  with  Mr.  Beutham's  brief  character  of  P.  amtralis,  Endl. 
(Fl.  Austr.  i.  169),  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  two  are  identical.  The 
plant  had  hitherto  only  been  met  with  by  Robert  Brown  in  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria,  on  the  N.  coast  of  Australia,  and  Mr.  Bentham,  having  seen 
no  authentic  specimens,  was  obliged  to  frame  his  character  from  Endlicher's 
description  and  the  figure  of  E.  Bauer,  to  which,  occurring  in  a  very  rare 
book,  I  have  not  here  access.  As  in  the  wild  state  the  flowers  are  f  inch 
in  diameter,  it  may  be  commended  to  the  lovers  of  succulent  plants  as 
likely,  under  cultivation,  to  become  almost  as  showy  as  P.  Thdlusoni. 

The  small  and  isolated  island  on  wiiicli  this  plant  is  found,  washed  by 
a  frequently  tempestuous  sea,  lying  in  the  direct  track  of  vessels  hoiue- 
ward  bound  from  China,  and  the  reefs  surrounding  which  have  proved 
the  grave  of  many  a  noble  vessel,  whence  they  have  derived  their  name 
(^prata  =  silver  in  Portuguese),  from  tiie  value  of  the  wrecks  and  the 
amount  of  treasure  submerged,  is  from  a  phytogeographical  point  of  view 
very  interesting.  Its  N.E.  end  is  situated  in  lat.  20°  -12'  3"  N.,  long. 
116°  43'  22"  E.  ;  it  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long  and  half  a  mile  wide, 
nowhere  more  than  30  or  35  feet  above  the  sea-level,  composed  exclusively 
of  disintegrated  coral  and  sand,  and  surrounded  on  nearly  two-thirds  of 
its  circumference  by  a  steep  coral  barrier  about  forty  miles  round.  ^Vith 
the  exception  of  innumerable  ganncts  and  a  few  Chinese  wreckers  and 
fishermen  who  constantly  visit  it,  it  is  destitute  of  inhabitants.  It  is  dis- 
tant about  a  hundred  and  fifty  British  nules  from  the  nearest  point  of  the 
Chinese  continent,  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  from  the  N.E.  extre- 
mity of  the  island  of  Luzon,  ami   three  hundred  and  seventy-five  from 
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Hainan,  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  with  such  a  geographical  posi- 
tion, the  flora  of  this  reef-girt  islet  should  show  an  unmistakable  affinity 
with  that  of  the  great  Australian  continent,  from  which  it  is  distant  about 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  miles,  tiie  large  islands  of  Borneo,  Celebes, 
Papua,  the  Philippines  and  the  Moluccas  being  interposed.  The  follow- 
ing are — so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me — all  the  plants  hitherto  met 
with  on  Prata  Islajid  :  — 

Senehiern  integrifolin,  De  Cand.  ;  Portulaca  australis,  Eiidl.  ;  Triiim- 
felta  proaiinhens,  Porst. ;  Stsuvium  Portulacastrum,  L.  var.  ?*  Sccevola 
Kcenitjii,  A' ahl ;  Tournefortia  a)'ije)itea,  L.  f. ;  Tpomcea  congesta,  E,.  Br. ; 
Ipovioea  Pes-caprcE,  Eoth  ;  Enplwrbia  Atoto,  Forst. 

These  species  are  found  without  a  single  exception  in  Queensland,  and 
many  of  them  also  in  North  Australia  ;  and,  though  some  are  more  or 
less  diiFused  as  littoral  plants  through  the  Pacific  isles,  the  Malayan  Archi- 
pelago, and  the  South  Asiatic  coasts,  they  all  seem  primarily  of  Austra- 
lian origin.  The  occurrence  of  Calogyne  chiuensis,  Benth.,  Thysanotm 
chinemis,  Benth. ,-f  and  Philydrnm  lanuginosum.  Banks,  in  S.E.  China, 
affords  curious  evidence  of  a  connection  between  the  Southern  Asiatic  and 
North-eastern  Australian  floras. 
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By  Alexander  G.  More,  F.L.S.,  M.E.l.A. 

(^Concluded  from  page  172.) 

* Anachm'is  Ah'mastrum,  Bab. ;  Elodea  canadensis,  Eich.  Ponds  at 
Barton  Farm,  1860  (J.  Pristo).  Pond  by  the  roadside  near  Lynn  Farm, 
1863.  Millstream  at  Sliide,  near  Newport  (F.  Stratton).  Planted  by 
Dr.  Bell  Salter  in  a  pond  near  the  Spencer  Eoad,  Eyde,  previous  to 
1850. 

Orchis  nstidata,  L.  On  Ashey  Down,  near  the  farm,  1853  (T.Baines), 
Near  the  reservoir  on  Ashey  Down,  1863.  Carisbrooke  Castle  (R,  Tucker). 

0.  incarnata,  L.  Eookley  Wilderness,  and  in  the  Landslip  near  Bon- 
church.  Apparently  more  frequent  than  0.  lati/olia,  L.,  but  I  cannot 
distinguish  these  plants  with  certainty. 

Gymnadenia  conopsea,  E.  Br.  Banks  near  Steephill  Farm,  very  rare 
in  the  Undercliff  (.A.  .T.  Hambrough)- 

Habenaria  bifolia,  R.  Br.  Near  Sitanklin  1  (Rev.  T.  Salwey).  Very 
rare  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  while  H.  cliloranlha  is  frequent. 

Ophrys  mnscifcra,  Huds.     Copse  above  Brading. 

Neottla,  Nidus-avis,  Wich.  A  single  plant  at  Steephill.  Barton  Wood, 
Osborne  (J.  Pristo). 

Epipaclis  media.  Fries.  West  end  of  Cowpit  Cliff  Wood,  near  Shank- 
lin  !  (Rev.  T.  Salwey).  In  the  Landslip  sparingly.  The  typical  E.  lati- 
folia  is,  I  believe,  the  more  frequent  plant,  but  I  confess  that  I  cannot 
satisfactorily  separate  the  two. 

*  This  is  my  Psanimanthe  marina  (Walp.  Ann.  Bot.  Syst.  ii.  660),  which,  though 
certainly  referable  to  Scsiivium,  is  perhaps  distinct  as  a  species,  the  styles  being 
apparently  always  united  as  far  as  the  middle. 

t  I  have  already  pointed  out  (Ann.  Sc.  Nat.  5e  ser.  v.  245)  that  Mr.  Bentham 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  the  petals  of  this  species  to  be  destitute  of  fringe.  It 
agrees  in  every  character  with  its  Australian  congeners. 
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Gladiolus  illyricus,  Kocli.  Tii  a  heathy  copse  close  to  Apse  Farm  ! 
(Mrs.  Phillips,  July,  1865).  A  single  specimen  only  was  gathered;  but 
the  locality  is  quite  a  natural  one,  and  the  plant  exactly  corresponds  with 
the  Gladiolus  found  in  Hampshire.  (See  Linnean  Soc.  Journal  of  Proc. 
vi.  177,  November,  1862.) 

Narcissus  Pseudo-narcissus,  L.,  var.  * Bromjieldii,  Syme.  Tiiis  is  the 
var.  y  of  '  Flora  Vectensis,'  and  from  its  place  of  growth  is  evidently  not 
indigenous. 

*N.  bijiorns,  Curt.  Weston  and  Easton,  Freshwater  (E,.  Tucker).  An 
escape  or  remains  of  cultivation  in  all  the  localities. 

*TuUpa  sylvestris,  L.  My  sister  informs  me  that  the  station  at  Har- 
dingshoot  is  now^  (1871)  nearly  destroyed,  through  the  recent  building  of 
a  farmhouse  on  the  exact  spot;  but  the  plant  was  certainly  the  relic  of  a 
former  garden. 

*Ornithogalum  umhellatum,  L.  On  the  north  slope  of  Eerabridge 
Down,  near  the  ruins  of  a  cottage  (Rev.  C.  A.  Bury).  Sparingly  in  a  wood 
near  Shaltleet,  and  in  a  meadow  near  Afton  House  (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate).  The 
plant  as  found  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  agrees  with  0.  arujuslij'olium  of 
Boreau. 

Allium  vineale,  L.  On  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  and  on  slipped  debris  in 
Sandown  Bay,  the  only  species  found  here.  On  the  east  bank  of  the 
Medina,  above  Black  Mill  (F.  Stratton).  Chalk  pit  west  of  Mountjoy 
(Miss  Dennett).  Near  Middleton  House,  and  by  the  Yar  above  Yar- 
mouth (Dr.  G.  R.  Tate).  Near  the  Rectory  House  at  Freshwater. — Var. 
hulbiferuni,  Syme.     By  East  Medina  millpond  (J.  Pristo). 

A.  oleraceum,  L.  Grassy  banks  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  above  Steep- 
bill  and  St.  Lawrence  (A.  J.  Hambrough  and  A.  G.  M.,  1858).  This  is 
the  onlv  locality  known  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

*Asparrif/us  officinalis,  L.  A  few  seedling  plants  on  the  sandhills  be- 
low St.  Helen's,  close  to  the  Ferry  House,  and  evitiently  sprung  from 
some  stray  seeds  washed  ashore.  This  may  explain  the  origin  of  the 
Asparagus  at  Norton  Spit,  where  it  grows  at  the  extremity  of  a  sandy  point 
exposed  to  the  tideway,  and  close  to  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the 
island.     It  is  quite  different  from  the  prostrate  Cornish  plant. 

Juncus  dijfusus,  Hoppe.     Very  fine  in  Alum  Bay  (J.  G.  Baker). 

Luzula  Borreri,  Broraf.  In  a  copse  above  Brading,  Quarr  Cojise,  etc. 
There  is  now  no  doubt  that  this  is  merely  a  form  of  L.  pilosa,  with  luxu- 
riant foliage,  and  the  fruit  not  fully  developed.  In  the  immature  seeds 
of  L.  pilosa  the  crest  is  straight,  as  had  been  ascertained  by  Dr.  Bi-omfield 
himself  (Flor.  Vect.,  footnote  to  p.  518). 

Butomus  nmbellatus,  L.  Formerly  in  a  ditch  near  Pan  Common 
(Major  Smith).     Appears  indigenous  at  Freshwater. 

Arum  italicum,  Mill.  At  Stcepliill  and  other  places  in  the  Undcrcliff 
(A.  J.  Hambrough,  1853).  The  plant  grows  plentifully  in  the  wild 
bushy  slopes  included  within  the  grounds  at  Steephill ;  also  in  similar 
bushy  places  at  intervals  all  along  the  way  to  Niton,  but  does  not  extend 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Undereliff.  As  A.  italicum  grows  wild  at  Caen, 
Cherbourg,  etc.,  on  the  north  coast  of  France,  and  was  also  found  by  Mr. 
Hambrough  in  Sark  and  Guernsey,  and  recently  by  Dr.  Trimen  and 
^Ir.  Stratton  in  Jersey,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  being  native  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight ;  nor  can  any  one  who  has  seen  it  in  the  Underclifl" 
at  the  commencement  of  June,  when  it  is  in  full  flower,  licsitate  to  pro- 
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nounce  it  indigenous.  The  absence  of  white  veins  has  been  noticed  by 
French  as  well  as  English  writers. 

Spargaidum  minimum.  Fries,  This  is  the  only  form  of  *S'.  natans  found 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  it  is  confined  to  the  small  pools  near  Cran- 
niore  Farm.  The  long  fioating  leaves  which  abound  in  the  Medina  and 
East  Yar  belong  to  S.  simjjlex,  Huds.,  and  I  have  once  or  twice  found  it 
flowering  in  the  Yar. 

Lemna  gibba,  L.  In  several  ditches  on  the  north  side  of  Brading 
Harbour,  and  near  Brading  Quay. 

?  Potamofjeton  plantagineits,  Ducr.  Peaty  pools  in  the  marsh  at  Easton, 
Freshwater  (A.  J.  Hambrough,  1859).  In  the  Wilderness  at  Rookley 
(F.  Townsend).     Requires  confirmation. 

P.  pectinatus,  L.,  var.  scopariits,  Wallr.  Marsh  ditches  near  the  sea, 
at  Brading  and  at  Yarmouth.  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  P.  fia- 
bellatus,  Bab.,  though  in  the  appendix  to  Mr.  Venables'  '  Guide  Book ' 
the  name  was  misapplied  to  this  variety  scoparius. 

Obs.  p.  liiceus,  L.,  is  not  now  to  be  found  in  Sandown  Marshes,  and 
it  is  believed  that  some  other  species  was  mistaken  for  it. 

Rnppia  rostellata,  Koch.  This  is  the  only  form  of  Riippia  which  I 
have  identified,  but  the  shape  of  its  fruit  varies  considerably.  On  tlie 
same  plant  the  earlier  fruits  are  scarcely  at  all  oblique,  while  those  pro- 
duced later  on  the  upper  branches  of  the  same  plant  are  nmch  curved  and 
deeply  notched. 

Zostera  nana,  Roth.  Wootton  Bridge  (Bromf.  in  Phyt.).  Freshwater 
Creek  (A.  G.  M.).  Z.  angustifoUa  is  common,  but  scarcely  deserves  to 
rank  as  a  variety  of  Z.  marina. 

Eleocharis  miUticanUii,  Sm.  In  some  small  pools  on  heathy  ground  at 
Lynn  gravel  pits.     With  S.  pauciflorus  on  St.  Helen's  Green. 

Scirpiis  fancifiorus,  Lightf.  On  the  east  bank  of  the  Yar,  between 
Freshwater  and  Yarmouth  (J.  G.  Baker). 

S.fluitans,  L.  Staplers  (F.  Stratton).  At  the  Wilderness  (F.  Towns- 
end,  who  informs  me  that  this  is  the  plant  recorded  doubtfully  in  '  Flora 
Vectensis  '  as  Carex  dioica). 

Obs.  EriopJioriun  vagiualnm,  L.,  must  be  excluded.  (See  '  Phytolo- 
gist,'  iii.  p.  1032.) 

Carex  paniculata,  L.  Tlie  form  with  narrow  unbranched  panicle  occurs 
on  Lake  Common,  and  in  the  Parsonage  Lynch,  Newchurch. 

C.  teretiuscula.  Good.  Sparingly  in  the  wettest  part  of  Easton  Marsh, 
Freshwater  (1862).     In  the  Wiklerness  at  Rookley  !  (F.  Stratton,  1870). 

C.  axillaris.  Good.  In  the  hollow  at  north-east  corner  of  Quarr  Copse. 
Both  this  locality  and  the  description  given  of  C.  Bdnninghauseniana  by 
Dr.  Bromfiehl  belong  really  to  C.  axillaris,  Good.,  wiiich  occurs  also  in 
the  ditch  under  the  boundary  fence  near  Binstead.  In  a  hedge-bank  by 
Middleton  Lane,  Freshwater  (A.  G.  M.).,  and  in  Saltern's  Copse,  near 
Norton,  Freshwater  (Herb.  Bromf.) 

C.  Bdnninghauseniana,  Weihe.  Parsonage  Lynch,  Newchurch,  in 
tolerable  plenty  (185  8).  This  is  the  only  locality  known  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  C.  axillaris  does  not  grow  here.  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
finding  any  ripe  fi'uit  upon  C.  Bdnninghauseniana ;  and  as  both  at  New- 
church and  near  Tunbridge  Wells  I  have  found  it  growing  in  company 
witii  C.  remota  and  C.  paniculata,  L  think  tlie  suggestion  that  it  is  a 
hybrid  is  probably  correct. 
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C  viilfjaris,  Fries.  At  Alverstnne  Lynch,  in  Sandown  Marshes, 
and  at  Eastoii,  Freshwater,  I  have  found  a  tall  form  which  1  believe  is 
the  plant  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bromfield  as  "  C.  stricta,"  which  latter  has 
not  come  under  my  notice.  The  "  variety  /8.  of  C.  acuta,"  gathered  by 
Dr.  Bromfield,  in  Alverstone  Lynch,  belongs  also  to  C.  vuhjaris. 

C.  distans,  L.  Frequent  in  meadows  and  marshy  places  near  the 
sea.    Bembridge,  Springvale,  Wootton,  Freshwater,  etc. 

C.  fulva,  var.  /?.  C.  Hornschuchiana,  Hoppe.  Very  rare.  Sparingly 
on  heathy  ground  near  Lynn  Farm.  Plentiful  at  the  upper  end  of  Col- 
well  Heath.  These  are  the  only  two  stations  where  I  have  seen  it.  The 
marshy  meadows  at  Easton,  Freshwater,  produce  a  variety  of  C.  distans, 
with  glumes  less  mucronate  than  usual.  (See  '  Report  of  Botanical 
Exchange  Club,'  1862.) 

C.  pallescens,  L.  In  Firestone  Copse  with  C.  Icev'ujata.  Ningwood 
(Dr.  G.  R.  Tate). 

C  jiendula,  Huds.  Plentiful  under  the  cliff  at  Foreland,  Bembridge. 
In  Steyne  Wood,  sparingly. 

C.  Pseudo-cyperus,  L.  Centurion's  Copse,  sparingly.  Copse  between 
Alverstone  and  Sandown  (A.  J.  Hambrough).  By  the  stream  at  Monk- 
ton,  near  Ryde. 

C.  paludosa,  Good.,  var.  Kochiana,  De  Cand.  Ditches  by  the  causeway 
running  across  Sandown  Marshes,  close  to  Sandown.  This  has  frequently 
two  stigmas.  I  have  found  some  fruits  bearing  two,  with  others  bearing 
three  stigmas  upon  the  same  spike. 

\_EcInnocJiloa  Crus-galli,  Beauv.  A  single  plant,  on  rough  ground  near 
the  shore  at  Freshwater,  1869  (F.  Stratton).] 

\_Setaria  virldis,  Beauv.  ]\lany  plants  in  a  sandy  stubble  field  near  the 
path  leading  from  Sandown  Church  to  Pan  Common,  1857.] 

[_S.  glauca,  Beauv.  One  plant  at  Alverstone,  Whippingham  !  1869 
(J.  Pristo).] 

XGastridium  lendigerum,  Beauv.  Frequent  in  cornfields  about  Bern- 
bridge.     At  Brighstone,  etc.     Whippingham  !   (J.  Pristo).     A  colonist. 

Agrostis  vulgaris,  L.,  var.  A.  pumila,  Lightf.  Plentiful  all  over  the 
warren  at  Alum  Bay. 

A.  alba,  L.,  var.  A.  maritima,  Lam.  Frequent,  especially  on  wet, 
slipped  banks  along  the  coast. 

\Folypogon  monspeUensis,  Desf.  Very  sparingly  on  salt-marsh  ground 
above  the  bridge  at  Norton,  close  to  Saltern  Copse,  1868  (Dr.  G.  R. 
Tate).  Mr.  Stratton  has  not  succeeded  in  finding  this  rare  Grass  in  the 
above-named  locality,  and  until  the  circumstances  of  its  occurrence  are 
more  closely  examined  I  prefer  to  exclude  it  as  introduced  by  some 
accident.] 

Calamagrostis  lanceolata,  Roth.  Plentiful  in  a  small  boggy  thicket  at 
Knighton,  growing  with  Lastnea  TheJypteris  (185  7). 

Catabrosa  aquatica,  Beauv.  Pond  near  St.  Helen's.  Pan  fields,  near 
Newport  (F,  Stratton).     In  a  little  stream  north  of  Freshwater  Farm. 

Kceleria  ci'isfata,  Pers.  Sparingly  on  St.  Helen's  Spit.  This  is  near 
to  K.  albescens,  De  Cand.,  but  the  stem  is  not  pubescent. 

Poa  nemoraVis,  L.  In  a  deep,  sandy  lane  between  Brook  Church  and 
Compton  Farm,  sparingly  (1862). 

P.  compressa,  L.  On  the  walls  of  the  garden  at  the  Chantry  House, 
Newport  (Dr.  H.  Trimen). 
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SclerocJiloa  procmnbens.  Curt.  Embankments  roimd  Bradino:  Harbour. 
Foot  of  the  sea-wall  at  Sea  View  and  thence  to  Eyde.  Banks  of  the 
Medina  below  Newport. 

S.  Borreri,  Bab.  Frequent,  and  niiieh  more  often  seen  than  S.  procum- 
bens.  Embankments  round  Brading  Harbour.  Shore  at  Bembridge ;  at 
foot  of  the  sea  walls  between  Sea  View  and  Ryde.  King's  Quay  (J. 
Pristo).     Banks  of  the  Yar,  near  Freshwater  Church. 

S.  didans,  Bab.  Less  frequent  tiian  the  former.  St.  Helen's.  Ryde. 
Banks  of  the  Medina  below  Newport.     At  Yarmouth  and  Norton. 

Glyceria  oquatica,  Sm.  Sparingly  in  a  small  chine  running  down  to 
Colwell  Bay  (H.  C.  ^Yatson,  ISCl),  and  I  have  since  gathered  it  in  the 
same  loca'ity. 

G.  pl'uata.  Fries.  Brading,  Xewcluiruh,  Ryde,  etc.,  but  less  frequent 
than  the  typical  G.Jluitans,  Scop. 

■\Briza  minor,  L.  Plentiful  in  corn  crops  on  a  gravelly  soil  at  Alver- 
stone,  Whippinghara  (J.  Pristo).  Fields  on  the  east  bank  of  Woottou 
Creek. 

Festuca  (Vnlpia)  ambigiia,  Le  Gall.  Plentiful  on  the  sandhills  at 
St.  Helen's  Spit,  1860.  (See  Linnean  Soc.  Journ.  of  Proc.  vol.  v. 
p.  189,  1861.)  It  formerly  grew  also  on  the  Dover  at  Ryde,  asshown 
by  some  specimens  collected  by  Dr.  Bromfield,  and  preserved  at  Kew. 

F.  (Vidp'ni)  Mym-HS,  L.  "\Vall  at  Easton,  and  on  sand  at  Compton 
Bay  (J.  G.  Baker). 

F.  arenar'm,  Osbeck  ;  F.  sabulicola,  L.  Duf.  Sandhills  at  St.  Helen's 
and  at  Norton.  This  is  the  var.  rubra  of  '  Flora  Vectensis,'  and  Dr. 
Bromfield's  var.  duriuscula  includes  F.  rubra,  L. 

F.  aruiidinacea,  Schreb.  Shore  at  Bembridge.  In  WhitecliflF  Bay. 
Colwell  Bay,  etc.,  fi-equent. 

\_B}-omiis  tectormn,  L.  Once  found,  in  1858,  among  grass  crops  at 
Bembridge,  growing  with  Isatis  tinctoria,  Foterium  viuricatum,  and  other 
weeds  evidently  sown  with  the  crop.] 

B.  asper,  ]\Iurr.     I  have  seen  only  B.  serothins,  Benek. 

B.  (tSerrafalciis)  Ferronii,  Ma'oille.  Edge  of  the  Culver  Cliff.  A  small 
downy  plant,  with  large,  soft,  silky  spikelets  and  pilose  awns.  It  and  the 
following  belong,  no  doubt,  to  B.  mollis,  L. 

B.  (Serra/alcMs)  hordeacens,  L.  On  the  sandhills  at  St.  Helen's  Spit. 
The  panicle  is  closer,  and  the  spikelets  more  shining  than  in  B.  racemoaus. 

B.  (Serrofalcus)  racemosus,  L.  Frequent  in  low  marsh  meadows  at 
Brading,  Alverstone,  Godsliill,  etc. 

B.  (Serrafulcus)  commutatus,  Schrad.  Frequent  along  waysides  and 
under  hedges ;  also  in  cultivated  laud,  but  not  in  meadows,  like  the 
former.     About  Bembridge,  St.  Helen's,  Ryde,  AVootton,  Shalfleet,  etc. 

Triticnm  (Jgropyrum)  acntum,  De  Cand. ;  T.  laxurn,  Fries.  Plentifid 
on  St.  Helen's  Spit,  1856.  Sandown  Bay.  Newtown.  Norton,  Fresh- 
water. Much  more  abundant  than  the  typical  T.  junceum,yi\i\x  which  it  is 
often  associated. 

T.  (Agropyrum)  pungens,  Pers.  Sea  View  Bay,  1859.  Brading 
]\Iarshes.  Newtown,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  creeks  about  Yarmouth. 
Stem  solid. 

T.  (Agropyrum)  pycnantlium,  Godr.  et  Gren.  On  the  embankment 
of  Brading  Harbour,  1861.     Identified  by  Dr.  Boswell  Syme. 

Obs.  I  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  T.  caninum,  L.,  in  the  Isle  of 
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Wiuht,  and  I  believe  it  is  ranch  less  frequent  than  is  generally  supposed. 
It  often  grows  in  Beech  woods  with  Ilordenrii  sylvaticani,  Huds. 

Spartina  stricta,  Roth.     Mud  banks  at  King's  Quay  (J.  Pristo). 

Equisetum  palustre,  L.,  var.  poh/stacJiioii.  In  the  Wilderness  below 
Appleford  Farm,  in  some  plenty,  18fiO. 

Ceterach  ojjicinaiuim,  VVilld.  Wall  of  a  cottage-garden  near  the  wind- 
mill, Bembridge.  Wall  at  Knowle  Farm,  found  by  Mr.  Blake  (F.  Strat- 
ton).     Walls  near  East  Cowes  (J.  Pristo). 

Poly  podium  vidgare,  L  ,  var.  serratnm.  Near  Grove  ;  at  Qnarr  Abbey  ; 
and  remarkably  fine  at  Brighstone.  Li  this  variety  the  pinute  are  deeply 
serrate  and  sometimes  irregularly  pinnatitid. 

[P.  Rohertiannm^  Iloft'in.  Was  observed  a  few  years  ago  quite  estii- 
blished  on  a  wall  close  to  a  greenhouse  at  Swainston  (J.  Pristo).  Also 
seen  growing  on  one  of  the  walls  at  Carisbrooke  Castle  (Rev.  W.  M. 
Frost).] 

Folystichmn  lohntmn.  Roth.  Bank  by  Woodhouse  Copse  and  near 
Alverstone,  Whippinghara,  single  roots  only  (.1.  Pristo).  Hedgebank 
opposite  the  Imi  at  Calbourne !  (Rev.  E.  Vennbles). 

Lastrea  Thdypkris,  Presl.  Thicket,  north  of  the  stream  below  the 
bridge  at  Newchurch. 

L.  Oreopteris,  Presl.  Still  grew  sparingly  by  the  stream-side  at  Apse 
Castle,  and  also  near  Guildford  in  1862  and"  1863. 

L.  Filu'-mas,  Presl,  var.  Borreri.  Centurion's  Copse,  Bembridge. 
Wilderness  at  Rookley  ;  Fatting  Park  Copse  (J.  Pristo),  etc.,  not  unfre- 
quent.  Also  in  Steyne  Wood,  a  variety  with  pinnules  deeply  incised, 
yet  retaining  the  ruddy  scales  on  the  stipes.  Var.  elongnlnm,  Moore. 
Copse  near  the  Harbour  at  Bembridge  (figured  in  'Nature-printed  British 
Ferns'),  In  Steyne  Wood  I  have  found  some  plants  which  seem  inter- 
mediate between  L.  F'dix-mm  and  L.  spinulosa,  and  which  I  suspect  may 
be  hybrids. 

L.  spinulosa,  Presl.  Steyne  Wood  and  Centurion's  Copse,  etc.,  near 
Bembridge;  Young-wood  Copse;  Parsonage  Lynch,  Newchurch;  and 
in  the  wilderness  at  Ronkley,  but  far  less  common  than  L.  dilatata,  which 
abounds  in  all  our  boggy  thickets,  and  is  frequent  on  damp  hcdgebanks. 

Aspleniinn,  TricJiomantis,  L.  East  Cowes!  (Dr.  A.  Wallace).  Norris 
Castle  and  on  a  bridge  near  Alverstone  (J.  Pristo).  On  tombs,  in  Caris- 
brooke churchyard  (F.  Stratton). 

A.  marinum,  L.     Blackgang  (the  late  Major  Smith). 

Botrychinni  Lmiaria,  Sw.  In  the  Wilderness  at  Rookley  (A.  J.  Ilam- 
brough). 

Lycopodiam  clavntiim,  L.  On  the  top  of  St.  Boniface  Down  above 
Bonchurch,  discovered  in  1800  by  a  gardener  named  Robert  Synunans. 
It  grows  sparingly,  in  one  place  only,  among  the  heath. 

Chnra  (Nitdla)  syncarpa,  Thuill.  Pool,  near  Gurnard  Pay  !  (F. 
Stratton). 

C.  (LychnotJiamiiuti)  alopccuroidcs,  Dcd.  Found  by  me  in  1863,  cover- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  shallow  brine-pans  at  the  west  mouth  of  Newtown 
Creek,  close  to  the  boding-houses  ;  and  again,  in  186.3,  in  the  pits  or  reser- 
voirs on  the  east  side  of  the  Creek,  close  to  the  village  of  Newtown, 
growing  in  salt  water  from  eight  inches  to  two  feet  deep. 

0.  foetida.  A,  Br.,  C.  viih/aris,  L.  ?  Ditches,  near  Brading  Harbour  ; 
Sandown  Marshes  ;  FreshAvater  and  Yarmouth,  etc.,  the  commonest  species 
in  Isle  of  AViulit. 
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C.  hhpida,  L.,  \a.r.  psPifdo-cri)//fo,  and  C.  folyacaidha,  A.  Braun.  On 
Goldeii's  Common,  Freshwater!  (F.  Stratton).  Tliis  af^rees  fairly  witli 
Plate  MMDCCXLVI  of  the  Flora  Danica,  and  also  with  dried  specimens 
in  Braun.  Eab.  et  Stiz.,  and  is  much  more  closely  covered  with  spines 
than  in  the  normal  C  hispida. 

C.fra(jilh,  Desv.     Golden's  Common,  Freshwater!   (F.  Stratton). 

Mr.  W.  P.  Hiern  has  very  kindly  examined  and  named,  according  to 
his  views  lately  published  in  the  'Journal  of  Botany'  (pp.  65,  etc.),  my 
series  of  Batrachian  Raniiticidi,  collected  in  the  Isle  of  "Wight ;  and, 
as  he  has  given  so  much  tiitie  and  study  to  the  subject,  I  gladly  avail 
myself  of  his  nomenclature,  which  will  be  useful  for  comparison  with  what 
has  been  said  before  on  p.  74.  Tlie  numbers  prefixed  to  the  names  are 
those  used  by  Mr.  Hiern,  and  my  comments  are  enclosed  in  brackets. 

1.  Ranunculus  homceophyllus.  Pond  at  Bembridge.  (This  is  floating 
"  hederaceus.")  25.  R.  trichojjJiyllus.  Cothey  Bottom  Copse  and 
Spencer  Koad,  Ryde.  "  A  large  form "  of  the  same  from  Brading 
]\l:irshes  Mr.  Hiern  thinks  may  belong  to  R.  Jioribundus.  29.  R.  DrouellL 
Knighton  Upper  Mill-pond  and  Blading  Marshes.  19.  R.  Godronii. 
Braciing  Marshes.  (This  is  my  "  R.  Drouetii,  with  floating  leaves,"  and 
1  still  think  it  belongs  to  R.  Bronelii  rather  than  to  R.  trichophyllus.  It 
has  no  relation  to  the  large  form  of  trichophyllus  above  mentioned,  but 
passes  into  the  typical  Z'/-o?<e^ii.)  13.  R.  elotifiatus.  Sandown  Marshes. 
14.  R.  truncatwi.  Sandown  Marshes.  (These  two  are  the  later  stage  of 
my  '^  peltatus.'")  15.  R.Jloribundiis.  Bembridge;  Yaveiland  ;  Pan 
Common  and  Sandown  Marshes.  (This  I  believe  to  be  the  early  stage  of 
the  plant  we  call  "■  peltatns"  and  "  truncatus")  18.  R.  radians? 
Dennetts  Marsh,  Bembridge.  (This  is  Avhat  I  call  "  hderophyllus,'^  and 
Mr.  Hiern  remarks  that  it  passes  into  R.  Jioribundus,  which  1  have  myself 
collected  in  a  different  season,  from  the  same  small  pond ;  each  being  the 
only  form  in  one  year.)  11.  R.  Baudotii.  Brading  Marshes  ;  pond 
towards  Yaverland ;  and  Nettlestone.  R.  .Baudotii,  var.  caspitosus. 
Brading  Marshes.  34.  R.  marinus.  Brading  Marshes.  (This  is  simply 
R.  Baudotii,  without  floating  leaves.)  "With  the  addition  of  R.  Lenor- 
niandi,  R.  hederafoUus,  and  R.  submersus  {Jioribundus,  without  floating 
leaves),  we  have,  in  the  Isle  of  VVight,  thirteen  out  of  the  twenty-two 
British  forms  described  by  j\Ir.  Hiern. 

Omitted. 

Valeriana  dioica,  L.  In  Priory  Marsh  Meadows  and  in  Clatterford 
Marsh,  near  Carisbrooke  (K.  Stratton). 

Zannichellia  palustris,  L.  The  typical  form  is  abuiulaiit  in  the  mill- 
dam  at  Lower  Knighton.  Var.  Z.  pedicellata.  Fries,  is  plentiful  in 
ditches  near  the  coast. 

Ill  conclusion,  it  may  be  well  to  enumerate  here  the  results  which  have 
been  obtained  of  late  years  both  in  adding  to,  and  taking  from,  the  list 
since  it  was  left  by  Dr.  Bromfield  and  Dr.  Bell  Salter.  These  will  be 
best  shown  under  separate  heads,  as  follows  : — 

Addenda. 
Full  species  added. 


Lepigonum  rupicola. 
Cineraria  campestris. 
Gentiana  campestris. 


Bartsia  viscosa. 
^lentha  sativa. 
Polygonum  mite. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  '  FLOUA  VECTENSIS.' 


209 


?  Euphorbia  Paralias. 
fGladiolus  illyi'icus. 
Allium  oleraceura. 
Arum  italicum. 
Carex  teretiuscula. 
C.  Bonninghauseniana. 


PPolypogon  monspelieiisis. 
Calamagrostis  lanccolata. 
Poa  nemoralis. 
Glyceria  aquatica. 
Lycopodium  clavatum. 


Subspecies  added. 


Papaver  Lecoqui. 
Fumaria  pallidiflora. 
F.  muralis. 

Viola  Reichenbachiana. 
Cerastium  pumilura. 
Lepigonum  salinum. 
Ulex  Gallii  (var.?) 
Agrimonia  odorata. 
Epilobium  obscurum  (var.?). 
Callitriche  obtusangula. 
?  Galium  erectum. 
Arctium  majus. 
Hieraciura  tridentatum. 


?  Orobanche  araethystea. 

A  triplex  deltoidea. 

?  Potamogeton  plautagineus. 

Zannichellia  pedicellata. 

Festuca  ambigua. 

Triticum  acutum. 

T.  pungens. 

T.  pycuanthum. 

Galium  approximatum. 

G.  decoloraris. 

llumex  sanguineo-crispus. 

Polygonum  minori-persicaria. 


Varieties  added  Khich  are  held  as  species  hy  some  authors,  but  not  generally 

accepted  by  British  Botanists. 


Ranunculus  trichopliyllus. 
R.  Drouetii. 
R.  Baudotii. 
R.  peltatus. 
R.  floribundus. 
Nasturtium  siifolium. 
Erophila  brachycarpa. 
Viola  tricolor. 
Sagina  ambigua. 
Stellaria  neglecta. 
Arenaria  leptoclados. 
A.  Lloydii. 
Lepigonum  medium. 
Vicia  segetalis. 
Rubus  Balfourianus. 
Rosa  tomentella. 
R.  andevagensis. 


R.  dumetorum. 
Arctium  intermedium, 

A.  nemorosum. 
Centaurea  serotina. 
Sonchus  lacerus. 
Taraxacum  udum. 
Erytlirsea  capitata. 
Euphrasia  verna. 
E.  serotina. 
Tiiymus  Chamaedrys. 
Chenopodium  paganum. 
Polygonum  arenastrum. 
P.  microspermum. 
Epipactis  media. 
Bromus  liordeaceus. 

B.  Ferronii. 
Chara  polyacantha. 


Introduced  Plants  added — 


•Helleborus  viridis. 
*Diplotaxis  tenuifolia. 

Alyssum  calycinum. 

Camelina  fuitida. 

Iberis  amara. 

Isatis  tinctoria. 

Dianthus  deltoides. 

Hypericum  hircinura. 

Geranium  prateiise. 

VOL.  IX.    [jULY   1,   1871.] 


G.  striatum, 
Erodium  moschatum. 
*Melilotus  arvonsis. 
Trifolium  hybrid um. 
T.  patens. 
Vicia  lutca. 
Alclu'milla  vulgaris. 
(Enothera  odorata. 
Crucianella  stvlosa. 
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Yalerianella  carinata. 

Crepis  biennis. 

Lycium  barbarum. 
*  Mentha  rubra. 
?  Clienopodiura  ficifolium. 
*Anacharis  Alsinastrum. 


Setaria  viridis. 
S.  glauca. 

Echinochloa  Crus-galli. 
?  Polypogon  monspeliensis. 
Bromus  tectorum. 


Of  these  only  five  can  be  considered  permanently  naturalized  in  situa- 
tions where  they  appear  wild. 


Delenda. 
Errors  of  name,  etc. 


Ranunculus  fluitans. 

R.  circinatus. 

Barbarea  stricta, 

Cochlearia  grcenlandica. 
?  Silene  noctiflora. 

Hypericum  dubium. 
?  Parnassia  palustris. 

Lathyrus  maritiraus. 

Ceratophyllum. 

Gnaphaliura  sylvaticum. 

Artemisia  cserulescens. 

Ilieracium  murorum. 


Erytliraea  littoralis. 
Mentha  sylvestris. 
Lamium  intermedium. 
Stachys  arabigua. 
Ballota  ruderalis. 
?  Statice  spathulata. 
Salix  laurina. 
Potamogeton  lucens. 
Eriophorura  vaginatum. 
Carex  dioica. 
C.  stricta. 


Many  of  these  mistakes  were  corrected  by  Dr.  Bromfield  in  the  '  Phyto- 
logist,'  but  the  plants  are  all  entered  in  the  regular  order,  mostly  without 
any  mark  of  doubt,  in  the  '  Flora  Vectensis.' 

Casuals  j  Planted,  or  Not  TFlld. 


Delphinium  Ajacis. 
Nymphsea  alba. 
Furaaria  micrantha, 
Hesperis  matronalis. 
Koniga  maritima. 
Linum  usitatissimum. 
Erodium  moschatum. 
Melilotus  alba. 
Lathyrus  hirsutus. 
(Enothera  biennis. 
Lythrum  hyssopifolium. 
Sedum  album. 
Sempei-vivum  tectorum. 
Viscum  album. 


Onopordum  Acanthium. 
Centaurea  solstitialis. 
C.  Calcitrapa. 
Crepis  setosa. 
Anchusa  sempervirens. 
Atropa  Belladonna. 
Datura  Stramonium. 
Mentha  piperita. 
Salvia  pratensis. 
Teucrium  Chamaedrys. 
Lysimachia  nummularia. 
Atriplex  nitens. 
Euphorbia  Lathyris. 
Avena  strigosa. 


Extinct,  possibly  or  probably. 


Thalictrum  flavum. 
?  f  Brassica  oleracea. 

Dianthus  prolifer. 
?  tD.  Armeria. 


Malva  var.  micrantha. 
[Atropa  Belladonna.] 
Eupiiorbia  Peplis. 
?  *Tulipa  sylvestris. 
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After  making  these  additions  and  deductions,  the  whole  Flora  amounts 
to  753  out  of  the  laOG  species  criven  in  Hooker's  '  Students'  Flora,'  or  to 
about  100  more  according  to  Babington's  '  Manual';  and  if  the  50  well- 
established  naturalized  species  be  added,  the  total  will  amount  to  about 
800  or  900  species,  according  to  the  author  followed,  this  being  nearly 
three-tifths  of  the  British  Hora. 

Only  five  plants  are  in  the  British  Isles  peculiar  to  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
viz.  : — 

Calaraintha  sylvatica.  I         fMatthiola  incana. 

Festuca  ambigua.  Chara  alopecuroides. 

Arum  italicum.  | 

The  Isle  of  Wight  shares  Gladiolus  Ulyricus  with  Hampshire,  and  Pnl- 
mnnaria  angustifolia  with  Hants  and  Dorset,  while  such  plants  as  Ct/perus 
lofiffus,  Mtlampyrum  urveme,  and  Orubanche  ceerulea,  are  among  the  rarest 
of  English  olants. 

No  enumeration  >f  a  flora  can  be  complete  without  considering  the 
proportion  of  naturalized  plants,  and  the  conditions  under  which  they  oc- 
cur ;  and  I  hope  to  return  to  this  subject  on  a  future  occasion. 

EuRATA.— On  page  73,  "Annual  Report  for  1859"  should  be  "for 
1858."     It  was  published  in  1859. 

The  volumes  of  '  Piiytologist'  in  which  Dr.  Bromfield  published  his 
Catalogue  date  from  1848  (not  from  1847)  to  1851. 
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Stler  trilobum,  Scop.,  IN  England. — In  the  beginning  of  June, 
1867,  I  found,  upon  rough  chalky  rising  ground  near  Cherry  Hinton, 
Cambridgeshire,  growing  amongst  Rubiis,  Vihurnum  Lantana,  and  otiier 
plants  characteristic  of  a  calcareous  soil,  an  Umbelliferous  plant  which  I 
could  not  determine,  but  imagined  to  be  a  variety  of  Siinjruium  Olusalrmti. 
On  the  25th  of  May,  1871,  I  again  visited  the  spot  (being  the  first  op- 
portunity I  had  had  since  1867),  and  found  the  plant  still  growing  there. 
I  took  specimens  to  the  British  Museum,  where  it  was  determined  to  be 
Slier  trilobum.  Scop.  (  =  'S.  aqulltyirefvllum,  Ga:-rtn.).  The  locality  is  a 
limited  one,  ami  more  so  now  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  increase  of 
cultivation  (Clover  principally)  on  the  bushy,  chalky  ground  below.  It 
is  singular  that,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  grow  two  very  rare 
British  UmheWfertJB, — Alhamanta  Llbanotls  and  Bunluut  Bulbocudanum  ; 
but,  whereas  the  latter  of  these  grows  exclusively,  so  far  as  I  could  see, 
in  the  semi-cultivated  grouiul  near,  amidst  Sainfoin  and  Clover,  the  Slier 
affects  the  uncultivated  clialk.  It  seems  strange  that  such  a  large  plant 
should  have,  until  now,  escaped  detection ;  but  I  have  Professor  Babing- 
ton's authority  for  stating  that  it  has  always  been  hitherto  considered  to 
be  Soiyrului/i  Olusatrum, — to  wliieh,  when  young,  the  leaves  bear  a  strong 
resemblance, — and  is  entered  as  that  species  in  the  '  Flora  of  Cambridge- 
shire,'p.  104.  Jacquiu's  description  of  its  habitat  in  Austria,  "in  asperis 
et  calcareis  montibus,"  agrees  admirably  with  the  Cherry  Hinton  locality. 
— J.  Cosmo  Melvill. 

[There  will,  of  course,  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  nativity  of  this  fine 
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Umbellifer;  Mr.  Melvill  considers  it  indigenous.  We  hope  to  give  a 
plate  of  it  shortly,  but  it  will  be  well  to  wait  till  the  fruit  is  ripe  before 
doing  so  ;  indeed',  in  tlie  absence  of  ripe  fruit,  it  is  not  possible  to  speak 
with  absolute  certainty  as  to  its  name. — Eds.  Journ.  Bot.] 

PoLYGALA  AUSTRIACA,  Crantz.,  IN  Kent. — I  have  much  pleasure  in 
sending  specimens  of  this,  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  discovering 
on  June  5th  on  Wye  Down.  Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  to  whom  I  submitted  a 
specimen,  pronounced  it  to  be  undoubtedly  P.  austriaca.  On  June  17th 
I  again,  in  company  with  another  botanist,  found  it  plentifully  growing  in 
two  naiTow  strips  of  rough,  chalky  ground  on  the  border  of  copsewood. 
There  must  surely  be  more  of  it  on  other  parts  of  the  downs,  which  are 
verv  extensive. — J.  F.  Duthie. 

[We  hope  our  readers  will  examine  any  chalk  districts  in  their  neigh- 
bourhoods for  this  interesting  Polygala,  hitherto  only  known  in  England 
in  two  spots  in  North  Yorkshire.  It  is  readily  distinguished  from  P.  cal- 
carea,  Schultz,  by  its  much  smaller  flowers  and  naiTOw  wings.  The 
central  nerve  also  "of  the  wings  is  either  not  at  all  or  but  very  slightly 
branched,  and  the  branches  very  rarely,  though  Oi^casionally  to  a  slight 
extent,  inosculate  with  those  of  the  lateral  veins.  Some  of  Mr.  Duthie's 
specimens  are  between  four  and  five  inches  high.  They  seem  referable 
to  the  restricted  P.  austriaca  of  lleichenbach ;  the  Teesdale  plant  being 
his  P.  ul'ujinom. — H.  T.] 

Htmenophyllum  tnilaterale. — Apropos  of  the  extract  relative  to 
this  plant  printed  at  page  188,  I  wish  to  remark  that  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Lady  Barkly  I  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  specimens  of  tlie 
plant  referred  to  by  Mr.  Andrews,  which  was  given  to  Dr.  Meller  from 
the  Bourbon  Museum  as  authentic  H.  umlaterale,  "  named  by  Bory  de 
St.  Vincent  himself,"  and  that  they  clearly  do  not  belong  to  unilaterale 
at  all,  but  to  //.  gracUe,  of  Bory,  which  occurs  both  in  Bourbon  and  the 
Mauritius,  a  plant  which,  though  rather  like  tunhridgeme  in  general  habit, 
differs  from  it  by  the  segments  being  destitute  of  serration  (as  Mr.  An- 
drews has  noted),  and  in  the  position  of  the  sori  and  shape  of  the  invo- 
lucre. The  original  description  of  unilaterale  by  Willdeuow  (Sp.  Plant. 
V.  .522)  from  Bory's  specimens  is  a  tolerably  full  one;  and  if  Mr.  An- 
drews will  compare  his  plant  with  this  he  will,  I  doubt  not,  see  clearly 
that  two  very  different  species  have  been  confounded  together,  i)rol)ably 
by  some  accidental  transposition  of  labels.  We  have  no  specimen  at 
Kew  of  any  Ilymenophi/llum  with  serrated  segments  from  Bourbon  at  all, 
and  only  one  from  the  Mauritius,  gathered  by  Captain  Carmichael  long 
ago,  and  that  has  a  distinctly  toothed  involucre,  and  in  this  way  differs 
from  unilaterale  as  Willdeuow  describes  it  just  as  tunbruUjense  differs 
from  Wihoni.  So  far  as  the  description  of  urdlalernle  goes,  it  fits  our 
English  JFihoni  verv  well.  H.  Boryamim  is  ver\'  different  from  either 
gracile  or  unilaterale,  much  stronger,  and  more  compound  than  either 
when  properly  developed,  with  hairy  surfaces,  and  copious  compound, 
round,  terminal  sori. — J.  G.  Baker. 


Cyperus  fuscus. — In  the  last  number  (p.  148)  Dr.  J.  E.  G-ray  im- 
pugns the  character  of  the  above  little  plant  as  a  native  Englishman,  but 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  grounds.      Its  Middlesex  habitat  may 
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possibly  not  he  an  indigenous  one,  but  what  reason  have  we  to  suppose 
that  it  was  "  probably  also  sowed  "  in  its  Godalming  habitat,  Shalford 
Common  ?  I  have  gathered  it  there  myself,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  its  not  being  native.  In  Brewer's  '  Flora  of  Surrey,'  it  is  also 
stated  to  have  been  gathered  there  earlier  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Salmon ;  and. 
neither  Mr.  Brewer  nor  Dr.  Hooker,  in  his  '  Students'  Flora,'  throw  any 
doubt  on  its  nativity.  Nor  does  its  geographical  distribution  render  it  in 
any  way  improbable  that  it  should  be  a  British  plant. — Alfred  W. 
Bennett. 

[Dr.  Gray  informs  us  that  he  founds  his  opinion  on  the  fact  that  the 
old  Botanical  Society,  which  made  frequent  excursions  to  Shalford,  never 
detected  Cypei'uH  fusciiH  there,  and  states  that  the  tradition  that  it  was 
sown,  though  it  would  be  hard  to  legally  prove  it,  is  sufficiently  credit- 
worthy to  throw  doubt  on  a  plant  found  in  a  single  locality,  and  that  only 
within  very  recent  times. — Eds.] 

I  can  aver  that  my  departed  friend,  Salmon,  did  not  introduce  Cyperim 
fitscKS  at  Shalford  ;  indeed,  he  took  some  considerable  pains  to  ascertain 
its  history.  It  was  not  introduced  by  the  gentleman  whom  he  suspected 
to  have  been  the  means  of  its  introduction.  I  believe  it  to  be  as  truly 
native  there  as  at  Chelsea.  Few  people  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
naturalizing  plants  :  I  suspect  that  nature  has  more  to  do  with  the  distri- 
bution of  foreign  species  than  human  agency ;  but  whether  this  be  so  or 
not,  I  can  affirm  that  neither  the  late  Mr.  Salmon  nor  the  gentleman  he 
suspected  iuul  anything  to  do  with  tlie  introduction  of  Ci/perus  fuscus  at 
Shalford. — Alex.  Irvine. 


Barbarea  stricta. — This  year,  I  have  found  Barbarea  stricta  scattered 
for  at  least  a  mile  along  the  Surrey  bank  of  the  Thames  between  Rich- 
mond and  Kew,  and  have  seen  it  also  on  the  Middlesex  side  at  Isleworth. 
It  grows  in  a  precisely  similar  manner  to  that  in  Avhich  it  is  found  about 
the  Ouse  at  York,  where  I  used  to  see  it  regularly  during  several  succes- 
sive years,  scattered  at  intervals  amongst  the  rank  herbage  along  the 
river  bank,  interspersed  with  at  least  an  equal  quantity  of  B.  vulgari.'s. 
The  petals  are  two  lines  long,  half  as  long  again  as  the  sepals,  by  half  a 
line  broad  at  the  tip,  and,  by  their  smaller  size,  more  erect  habit,  and 
deeper  colour  (orange  as  compared  with  lemon)  give  it  a  different  as])ect 
from  vuJf/arls,  which  readily  catches  the  eye  of  any  one  who  is  looking  for 
it.  I  have  dried  a  supply  of  specimens  for  the  Exchange  Club. — 
J.  G.  Baker. 


Alyssum  calycinum,  L. — -This  plant  has  not  been  recorded  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight  since  1858  {vide  Supplement  to  the  Flora  Vectensis,  p.  135 
of  tills  volume,  and  the  third  volume  of  the  '  Phytologist,'  p.  290).  I 
found  on  the  12lh  of  May,  1S71,  one  plant  growing  on  St.  (.ieorge's 
Down,  near  Newport,  on  grounil  from  which  furze  had  been  grubbed 
during  the  winter,  but  which  was  still  in  a  verj-  rough  state.  The  even- 
ing was  too  cold  to  allow  of  a  thorough  search,  and  when  1  again  visited 
the  locality  a  second  partial  grubbing  had  been  made,  and  1  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  finding  any  other  specimens. — Fred.  Stratton. 


Shropshire  Pl.\nts. —  Veronica  Bnxbaumii,   Ten.     This    plant  was 
found  at  Upton  Magiui,  four  miles  from  Shrewsbury,  between  the  village 
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and  tlie  railway  station,  by  the  Eev.  W.  A.  Leigh  ton  and  myself  in  April 
hnst.  It  is  recorded  in  one  station  only  in  the  '  Flora  of  Shropshire,'  near 
Oswestry.  From  the  situation  in  which  we  found  it  growing,  there  could 
be  little  doubt  it  was  an  importation  of  recent  date. — Galinm  erectum, 
Huds.  I  found  this  plant,  which  is  new  to  Shropshire,  in  a  meadow 
forming  part  of  the  racecourse  at  Judas  Butts,  Shrewsbury,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  but  not  then  in  bloom. — W.  Phillips. 


MoRCHELLA  CRASSIPES,  Pel's. — Tills  ]\Iorel,  which  was  first  recorded 
and  described  as  British  in  the  sixth  volume  of  this  Journal,  page  1,  has 
been  found  in  two  localities  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  viz.  Westover  Park  and 
]\Iarvel  Copse.  It  was  first  noticed  by  the  children  of  the  Eev.  11.  Nutt, 
M.  A.,  Curate  of  Carisbrooke,  who  afterwards  accompanied  me  to  the  loca- 
lity at  Westover.  There,  and  also  at  Marvel  Copse,  numbers  of  these 
immense  Fungi  were  still  standing,  tliough  at  thi\t  date,  the  15tli  May, 
we  were  not  able  to  find  any  specimens  which  were  not  much  past  their 
prime.  At  Westover,  the  Fungus  grows  in  the  half-wild  shrubberies  in 
the  Park,  chiefly  in  the  shade  ;  and  at  Marvel  Copse  on  hedgebanks,  in  a 
much  more  exposed  situation.  In  both  places  simply  on  the  soil,  and 
not  apparently  on  dead  or  decaying  wood  or  vegetable  matter.  The 
average  height  of  the  specimens  was  about  ten  inches,  but  probably  they 
were  taller  when  in  perfection. — Fred.   Str.\tton. 

A  single  specimen  of  large  size  was  found  in  Mr.  Alfred  Smee's  garden 
at  Hackbridge,  Surrey,  growing  in  company  with  M.  e>iculenta  and  M. 
semiiibera.  Several  specimens  of  great  size  were  found  in  May,  1871, 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Gulson,  of  EastclifF,  Teigtnnouth,  at  the  tunnel  cover 
close  to  Hawkesyard  Park,  Rugeley,  Staifordshire.  One  plant  was  1 1 
inches  high,  with  a  diameter  of  7|  inches,  and  a  stem  15  inches  in  circum- 
ference.    I  have  also  found  it  near  Ware. — W.   G.  Smith. 


Tricho.\ianes  radicans  (p.  174). — In  continuation  of  my  note  on 
this  as  British,  I  record  that  a  fresh  frond  was  sent  to  me  a  few  days 
since,  stated  to  be  from  a  plant  which  was  collected  in  Yorkshire  in  a 
perfectly  wild  state  and  locality,  and  which  is  now  growing  in  a  garden 
at  Wallington.  The  exact  locality  is  withheld,  but  I  am  told  it  is  not 
the  old  one  where  Richardson  and  Hudson  collected  their  specimens. 
I  am  unable  to  vouch  for  anything  more  of  this  account  than  that  the 
frond  sent  to  me  is  undoubtedly  that  of  Trichomaiies  radicans. — Henry 
Trimen.  

Pyrus  communis,  Linn.,  var.  Briggsii  (Syme,  Rep.  Lond.  Bot.  Ex. 
Club),  1870. — For  some  years  past  I  have  known  and  observed  the  form 
of  Pi/rwi  comuiunis  growing  near  Plymouth  which  Dr.  Boswell  Syme  has 
thus  provisionally  named,  and  am  able  to  ad  1  a  few  particulars  respecting 
it  to  those  given  by  him  in  the  Bot.  Ex.  Club  Report  for  1870,  reprinted, 
after  revision  by  its  author,  in  Jonrn.  Bot.  Vol.  IX.  pp.  180-187.  I 
have  found  this  form  onlv  in  the  one  "hedge  l)etween  Thornburv  and 
Common  Wood,"  but  there  it  occurs  in  three  or  four  spots,  and  there  are 
altogether  about  a  dozen  bushes  of  it,  10-12  ft.  high.  They  are  rather 
more  shrubby  and  crab-like  in  appearance  than  are  most  of  the  examples 
of  the  so-called  "Wild  Pear"  that  I  have  seen  about  Plymouth.  Dr. 
Boswell  Syme  errs  in  supposing  this  variety  not  to  be  spinous,  for  at  least 
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the  loAver  branches  are  plentifully  furnished  with  spines.  Whnt  is  very 
remarkable  is  the  late  period — the  bejjinning  of  Mn y — at  which  it  flowers, 
corresponding  as  to  this,  not  with  our  Pears  generally,  which  are  in  blossom 
quite  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  before,  but  with  the  Apple  and  Crab,  or 
being  a  few  days  later  than  the  last  in  unfolding  its  petals,  which  are 
often  prettily  tinged  with  pink  on  the  outside.  Tliis  spring  it  has  bloomed 
very  freely,  and  I  have  secnred  a  supply  of  specimens  for  the  next  distri- 
bution by  the  ('lub.  The  elongation  of  the  rachis  of  the  cyme,  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Boswell  Syme,  seems  a  constant  character,  as  well  as  the  densely 
woolly  calyx.  Although  this  occurs  in  a  hedgerow  away  from  houses,  yet 
I  do  not  regard  it,  or  any  other  form  of  Pyrm  communis  growing  about 
Plymouth,  as  indigenous,  for  I  have  never  met  with  the  Wild  Pear  in  a 
wood  or  copse  ;  and  even  when  it  occurs  in  hedgerows,  it  is  often  as  a 
single  bush.  It  is,  moreover,  uncommon  ;  for  a  dozen  years'  botanizing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plvmouth  has  revealed  it  to  me  at  only  about  as 
many  stations. —  T.  R.  Archer  Briggs. 

Stratiotes  ALoiDEs  IN  CENTRAL  CHESHIRE. — A  curious  iustance  of 
the  appearance,  diffusion,  and  subsequent  extinction  of  Stratiotes  occurred 
on  Tabley  Lake,  near  Knutsford,  the  history  of  which  may  be  worth  put- 
ting on  record,  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  nativity  of  this  local 
species  in  Britain.  A  shallow  arm  of  Tabley  Lake  was,  some  twenty-five 
years  ago,  completely  choked  up  in  places  with  the  Water-soldier.  The 
passage  of  the  pleasure  boats  was  much  impeded,  and  fishing  rendered 
difficult.  This  lake  is  an  artificial  piece  of  water,  covering  many  acres, 
made  early  in  the  present  century.  It  was  originally  stocked  with  fish 
from  many  of  the  surrounding  pits  and  meres, — a  natural  enough  way  for 
Stratiotes  to  have  arrived  also,  since  the  plant  is  wndely,  though  thinly,  dis- 
tributed through  all  the  adjacent  district.  At  Booths,  Alderley,  and 
Wincham  I  have  personally  observed  it,  while  local  Floras  increase  this  list 
of  contiguous  stations.  Any  one,  therefore,  who  wishes  to  investigate 
the  claims  of  Stratiotes  to  be  a  native  of  this  country,  will  do  well  to  visit 
the  plain  of  Central  Cheshire.  With  regard  to  the  Tabley  Stratiotes,  the 
plant  was  forty  years  ago  so  obnoxious  tliat  the  trustee  of  the  property,  an 
ardent  angler,  caused  an  iron  grating  about  30  feet  wide  to  be  erected  at  a 
point  where  the  lake  runs  through  into  a  piece  of  water  of  lower  level, — 
these  expensive  precautions  being  taken  solely  to  prevent  plants  oi'  Stratiotes 
being  washed  tiirough  ami  populating  the  lower  water  to  the  same  extent 
which  they  had  already  done  the  upper  ;  a  submerged  "  Water-pine  " 
being  an  enemy  most  formidable  to  fishing  lines.  But  I  suspect  that,  as 
far  as  my  memory  reaches, — that  is,  some  twenty-five  years  back, — Stra- 
tiotes, though  still  very  abundant,  had  begun  to  wane  in  Tabley  Lake. 
Fifteen  years  ago  it  had  become  scarce,  and  about  ten  years  back  the  very 
last  plant  disappeared.  I  have  reintroduced  it  into  two  of  the  park  ponds. 
In  each  case  some  sixty  or  eighty  plants  have  been  the  result  in  two  years 
from  some  iialf-dozen  imported  specimens.  This  summer  I  have  had  no  op- 
portunity of  visiting  these  ponds,  which  lie  on  each  side  of  the  "Serpen- 
tine "  bridge ;  but  any  of  your  Manchester  readers  who  are  passing  in  that 
direction  will  probably  find  them  full  enough  just  now  of  Stratiotes  in 
flower.  I  think  the  local  name  "  Water-pine  "  fully  as  felicitous  as  the 
more  classical  "  Water-soldier." — J.  L.  Warren. 
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Veronica  triphyllos. — I  have  great  pleasure  in  sendino-  you  a  spe- 
cimen of  Veronica  triphyllos.  I  found  it  in  a  Clover-field  about  a  mile 
from  Langley,  Buckinghamshire.  In  the  same  field  grew  Camelina  of 
two  kinds,  and  two  or  three  other  plants  I  had  never  seen  before. — E.  C. 
White.  [Mrs.  White's  specimens  of  V.  triphyllos  are  very  luxuriant, 
6  or  8  indies  high.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  plant  was,  as  well 
as  the  Camelina  and  other  strange  weeds,  sown  with  the  Clover.  The 
locality  has  been  accidentally  but  erroneously  recorded  as  "  near  Ealing, 
Middlesex,"  in  the  'Gardeners'  Chronicle'  (1871),  p.  674.  The  plant 
has  not  yet  been  noticed  in  that  county. — H.  T.] 

Eight-handed  v.  Left-handed. — In  the  March  number  of  this  Jour- 
nal (p.  78)  I  brought  before  the  notice  of  readers  the  great  want  of  uni- 
formity in  accent  in  botanical  names  which  obtains,  even  among  tlie  masters 
of  the  science.     I  now  lay  before  them  a  confusion  in  the  use  of  the  above 
terms  recently  brought  under  my  notice.     At  the  May  meeting  of  the 
London  Mathematical  Society,  Professor  Clerk  Maxwell  requested  infor- 
mation from  the  members  as  to  the  convention  established  among  mathe- 
maticians  with  respect  to   the  relation  between  the  positive  direction  of 
motion  along  any  axis,  and   tlie   positive   direction   of  rotation  round  it. 
Stating  the  conventions  in  use  amongst  the  rival  sets  of  writers,  he  illus- 
trated his  remarks  thus  :  in  the  writings  of  the  one  set  the  positive  direc- 
tions of  translation  and  rotation  are  connected  as  in  a  left-handed  screw 
or  the  tendril  of  the  Hop  ;  in  those  of  the  other  set,  they  are  symbolized 
by  an  ordinary  or  right-handed  screw  or  the  tendril  of  the  Vine  ;  and  he 
refers  to  Linnseus  (' Philosophia  Botanica,'  1757,  p.  39),  where,  speaking 
of  the  trunk,  he  says,  "  Caulis  .  .  .  spiraliter  ascendens.  .  .  .  Sinistrorsnm. 
([    secundum   solem  vulgo  :   Humulus,  Lonicera,   Tamus.     Dextrorsum 
])  contra  motum  solis  vulgo  :   Convolvulus,  Phaseolus,"  etc.     Mr.  Max- 
well states  also  that  De  CandoUe  was  the  first  botanist  who,  in  1827,  has 
decided  otherwise,  and  that  many  botanists  have  been  led  astray  and  per- 
verted by  him.     (I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  references  upon  which  this 
statement  is  founded.)     Now  it  may  not  be  of  much  importance  to  bota- 
nists how  this  question  is  settled,  but  it  is,  as  Mr.  Maxwell  showed,  of  some 
considerable  importance  to  mathematicians.    "  Li  pure  mathematics  little  in- 
convenience is  felt  from  the  want  of  uniformity,  but  in  astronomy,  electro- 
magnetics, and  all  physical  sciences,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
one  or  other  system  should  be  specified  and  persevered  in.     The  relation 
between  the  one  system  and  the  other  is  the  same  as  that  between  an  object 
and  its  reflected  image,  and  the  operation  of  passing  from  the  one  to  the  other 
has  been  called  by  lAsim^  perversion. ''     The  upshot  of  the  discussion  was 
that,   in    consequence   of   the    arguments  of  Sir  W.  Thomson  and   Dr. 
Hirst  in  favour  of  the  right-handed  system  derived  from  the  motion  of  the 
earth  and  planets,  and  the  convention  that  the  north  is  to  be  reckoned 
positive,   the  right-handed   system, — symbolized,   as    Professor  Maxwell 
expresses   himself,  "  by   a   corkscrew  or  the  tendril  of  the  Vine," — was 
adopted   by   the    Society.     (Cf.   lleport  of   the  Meeting  in   No.   82  of 
'  Nature.')— K.  Tucker. 
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CHINCHONA  PLANTATION  IN  JAMAICA. 

According  to  the  reports  of  1870,  published  in  the  Jamaica  papers,  the 
progress  of  the  40  acres  of  chinchouas,  planted,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1868  continues  satisfactory.  The  tallest  plant  of  Chbicliotm  officinalis  is 
11  feet,  of  C.  sitccirubra  9  feet,  and  of  the  other  species  8  to  9  feet.  The 
circumference  of  the  stems  near  the  ground  of  all  the  species,  except 
C.  officinalis,  which  is  of  more  slender  habit,  is  from  10  to  12  inches 
(double  of  what  they  were  twelve  months  ago).  The  writer  of  the  reports 
continues  : — I  speak  of  the  finest  specimens  in  the  plantations,  but  all  the 
others  have  made  proportionate  progress.  The  diameter  of  the  brandies 
from  side  to  side  in  some  of  the  best  plants  is  over  6  feet.  These  plants 
had  withstood  the  severe  drought,  which  lasted  nearly  five  months,  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner.  The  opposite  extreme  of  wet  weather  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  past  year.  From  the  beginning  of  August  till  the  end  of  the 
year  it  rained,  on  an  average,  four  days  a  week.  I  was  not  in  a  position 
to  keep  a  record  of  the  rainfall,  together  with  other  meteorological  observa- 
tions of  the  past  seasons.  By  way,  however,  of  indicating  the  excessive  rain- 
fall experienced  in  these  months,  I  would  remark  that  the  extraordinary  fall 
of  24  inches  occurred  in  thirty  hours  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  NovemlK'r. 
From  this  and  other  isolated  measurements  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  during  the  five  months  above  referred  to,  the  rain-fall  must  have  con- 
siderably exceeded  150  inches.  Frequently  recurring  with  the  rain-fall 
violent  winds  prevailed,  which,  in  these  altitudes,  almost  approach  to  a 
hurricane,  but  from  which  the  plants  have  sustained  little  injury.  The 
incessant  rains,  however,  have  caused  several  landslips,  sometimes  forming 
gullies  to  a  depth  of  about  12  feet,  cutting  aci-oss  roads,  thereby  necessi- 
tating the  alteration  of  their  course  to  the  extent  of  nearly  a  mile.  The 
total  damage  done  to  the  plantations  in  tliis  way,  and  the  consequent 
rolling  of  huge  stones  and  roots  down  tlie  steep  mountain  slopes,  has 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  about  500  to  600  trees.  When,  however,  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  this  has  been  an  exceptionally  rainy  year,  and  that  the 
land  is  steep  in  some  place,  and  newly  untler  cultivation  from  a  state  of 
nature, — the  surface  denuded,  the  forest  roots  decaying,  and  the  soil 
loosened,  the  powerful  action  of  tropical  rains  may  be  easily  conceived, 
and  the  extent  of  injury  must  be  considered  as,  under  these  circumstances, 
trivial.  The  plants  have  thus  passed  satisfactorily  the  ordeal  of  two 
years,  exhibiting  the  most  marked  extremes  of  seasons  to  which  tropical 
countries  are  liable. 

The  40  acres  of  forest  land,  alluded  to  in  my  report  for  1869  as 
having  then  been  prepared  for  the  extension  of  the  plantations,  were 
planted  out,  except  10  acres  in  December,  1869,  in  the  months  of 
February,  March  and  April.  The  plants  were  placed  6  and  7  feet  apart, 
which  gives  approximately  1000  plants  per  acre — 40,000  plants.  The 
average  height  of  these  plants  is  now  2  or  3  feet,  in  a  healthy  and  pro- 
mising condition.  The  principle  of  planting  6  and  7  feet  apart — the 
previous  year's  planting  being  10  feet  apart — has  occurred  to  me  from  a 
similar  system  of  elose  planting  recently  adopted  in  the  chinchona  planta- 
tions of  India,  tijcrc,  imieed,   planted  4  and  5  feet  apart.     The  prospeo- 
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live  result  of  this  close  planting  is  the  securing  of  rapid  returns ;  a  few 
years  sufficing  to  cover  the  intervening  spaces.  Each  alternate  tree  is 
then  cut  down  and  the  bark  sent  to  market.  The  operation  of  cutting 
down  makes  room  for  the  spread  of  the  surviving  trees,  vi'hich  in  a  few 
more  years  again  approach  and  impede  each  other,  and  in  like  manner 
have  to  be  thinned  as  before.  This  extremely  thick  planting  of  trees  is 
objectionable,  inasmuch  as  the  trees  possess  a  spreading  habit.  For  ex- 
ample, those  planted  at  5  feet  or  at  ?  feet  apart  occupy  the  interspaces 
in  three  or  four  years.  At  this  state  of  growth  the  plant  would  hardly,  I 
conceive,  be  worth  stripping,  as  tlie  yield  per  plant,  prot)ably,  could  not 
exceed  one  pound  of  dried  bark  (value,  say  2s.).  Whereas  trees  six  or 
seven  years  old,  under  favourable  circumstances,  must  each  yield  five 
or  six  pounfis  of  dry  bark.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  this  system 
of  thick  planting  has  its  advantages.  The  close  planting  costs  but 
little  additional,  and  the  plants  are  readily  propagated.  When  found 
too  close,  tliey  are  easily  cut  down  to  allow  for  the  expansion  of  the 
remaining  trees.  When  thus  planted  close  they  keep  down  the  weeds, 
and  hence  their  culture  expenses  are  lessened. 

The  entire  area  of  ground  planted  with  chinchonas  is  nearly  ninety 
acres.  The  severe  rainy  weather  of  tlie  past  year  prevented  the  enlarge- 
ment of  this  area  by  at  least  20  acres,  for  which  plants  were  in  readiness. 
Including  these  '20  acres,  about  80  acres  of  the  forest  were  felled  and 
partly  cleared  for  the  extension  of  the  plantations.  This  land  will  be 
completely  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  plants  in  a  few  months. 

In  May  1  hope  to  have  40  acres  planted — about  1000  plants  per  acre, 
witli  C.  succb-i/bra ;  and  near  the  end  of  the  year  the  other  40  acres, 
together  with  50  additional  acres  proposed  to  be  cleared,  planted  with 
G.  Calisaya,  the  two  most  precious  species.  The  number  of  plants  per- 
manently planted  out  is  60,000  ;  the  mimber  of  seedlings  in  pots  40,000, 
and  of  seedlings  in  nursery  beds  10,000 — total,  110,000.  I  had  intended 
that  the  plants  required  for  the  t  xtension  of  the  plantations,  to  the  extent 
of  130  acres,  above  alluded  to  as  under  preparation  for  being  planted  out 
in  the  year  1871,  would  be  propagated  chiefly  from  cuttings.  But  most 
fortunately  two  fine  trees,  at  Cold  Spring,  of  C.  siwc'u-ubra,  one  of  which 
is  a  magnificent  tree  nine  years  old  and  30  feet  high,  yielded  seeds  for 
the  first  time  in  Jamaica,  from  which,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John 
M'Lean,  I  procured,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  nearly  50,000  ex- 
cellent seeds;  the  result  being  now  40,000  healthy  seed;ings.  Better 
plants  are  produced  by  seeds  than  from  cuttings.  Several  young  trees  in 
the  Government  i)lantations  have  a  good  crop  of  seeds  ripening,  and 
others  are  coming  into  flower.  The  number  of  seeds  likely  to  be  obtained 
from  these  young  trees  in  a  few  months  can  hardly  be  under  100,000. 
Thus  the  50,000  seedlings  in  course  of  treatment,  and  those  now  ripening 
on  the  trees,  wiU  suffice  to  plant  all  the  land  proposed  to  be  prepared  to 
the  end  of  1871,  making  a  total  of  220  acres  containing  about  200,000 
plants. 

I  expect  shortly  to  submit  samples  of  chinchona  bark,  of  the  diff"erent 
kinds,  to  the  island  chemist  for  analysis,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  per- 
centage of  alkaloid,  more  accurately  performed  when  the  bark  is  in  a  fresh 
state.  It  has  been  discovered  that  the  sun's  rays,  falling  on  the  bark 
while  in  a  green  state,  is  prejudicial  to  alkaloids. 
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ORCIIILLA. 


Orchilla  of  a    fine  quality  luis   been  discovered   in   Lower  California. 
An  expedition  is  fitting  out  at  New  York  to  gather  orchilla  in  its  newly 
found  south-western   home.     What    is    orchilla,   that    Califoiiiia    p;ipers 
should  crow  over  its  existence  in  that  long  peninsula,  and  w!iy  should  it 
be  thought  a  good  speculation  to  ship  3U0  men,  women,  and  chihlren 
from  New  York,  passage  free,  to  go  out  there  and  gather  it  ?      We  wid 
answer  these  questions.     Orchilla  weed,  orchella,  orchal,  or  archil— for  by 
these  divers  names  it   is   known — is  a  lichen,  which  yields  a  l)e;nitiful 
violet-reddish  dye.     It  is  used  to  some  extent  for  colouring  silks  and 
woollens,  and  has  only  the  fault,  but  a  serious  one,  that  it  lacks  perma- 
nence.    Notwithstanding    that    defect,   it    is    still    an  article   in   request 
among  dyers,  and  its  production  iiitherto  being  limited,  commands  good 
prices      Its  principal  sources  of  supply  for  Europe  are  the  Canary  and 
Cape  de  Verde  Islnnds,  Barbary,   and   the   Levant;  to  these   have   been 
recently  added  Ecuador,  Peru,  and  the  Gallapagos  Islands.     Those  who 
glonce  over  the  tables  of  imports  must  have  observed  it  now  and  then 
appearing  among  the  items  along  with  annatto,  argols,  divi-divi,  garan- 
cine,  meliothe,  safflower,  and  other  herbs,  roots,  woods  or  gums  of  out- 
landish names.    Last  year  this  country  imported  <^14, 900  worth  of  orchilla 
weed,   and   ^4700   worth    of  orchilla  liquor  or  tincture.      Its   value  in 
England,  which  is  its  principal  market,  varies  greatly  from  time  to  time. 
In  seasons  of  scarcity  it  has  been  as  high  as  £1000  per  ton  ;  but  is  now 
quoted  at  26.s.  to  66-$.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality.    It  grows  on  bushes 
and  stones  near  the  sea  ;   and    in  some  regions  so  abundantly  that   a 
quarter  of  a  ton  may  be  picked  by  one  person  in  a  day,  a  profitable  busi- 
ness if  it  could  be  kept  up  at  present  prices.     Of  the  profusion  and   the 
quality  of  orchilla  in  Lower  California  we  avouch  nothing  from  our  own 
knowledge ;  but  it  is  probably  not  inferior  to  the  Old  World  article,  since 
that  from  Ecuador,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  is  said  to  be  fully  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  its  European  and  African  competitors.     Still  less  would  we 
like   to  commit  ourselves  to  an  eudorseinent  of  the  novel  enterprise  of 
shipping  colonies  from   New  York  to   hunt  for  this  valuable   lichen    in 
Lower  California.     Tliey  go   out,    we   understand,  at  the  expense  of  a 
Guayaquil  house,  which  makes  a  speciality  of  the  orchilla  trade,  tiiough 
tliey  are  under  the  patronage  of  the  Lower  California  Company,  whicii 
has  an  interest  in  populating  the  peninsula.     Not  having  been  fortunate 
as  yet  in  inducing  emigration  to  that  region,  the  Company  may  think 
themselves  lucky  if  orcliilla,  at   fabulous  prices  per  ton,   should   attract 
settlers  there.    On  this  point  we  have  nothing  but  to  quote  the  assurances 
of  California  papers  that  it  abounds  along  the  coast,  that  it  is  not  uniform 
in  quality,  and  that  experience  and  skill  are  necessary  in  gathering  it  to 
obtain  the  better  and  only  saleable  kinds.     Incidentally,  we  may  mention 
that  the  increased  consumption  of  orchilla  in  Europe  as  a  substitute  for 
cochineal   is   said  to   have   atiected   the  value   of  the    latter   production. 
A  subsidiary  use  of  orchilla  is,  in  its  alcoholic  infusion,  as  the  red  liquid 
in  spirit  thermometers. — New  York  Journal  of  Co inmerce,  March  -i-th,  1871. 
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ON  hippocrateacej:. 

We  are  glad  to  be  enabled  to  give  the  following  abstract  of  Mr.  Miers' 
important  paper,  read  before  the  Linnean  Society  on  Jnne  1st,  based  on 
a  long  and  laborious  examination  chiefly  of  the  South  American  species  of  the 
Order.  The  history  of  the  family  shows  the  widely-divergent  opinions  of 
numerous  botanists  in  regard  to  its  affinities, — the  absolute  want  of  know- 
ledge to  guide  these  opinions  at  last  culminating  in  the  extinction  of  tlie 
Hippocrateaceee  by  the  authors  of  the  new  '  Genera  Plantarum,'  who  have 
reduced  it  to  a  mere  tribe  of  the  Cdastracece ;  and  not  only  so,  but  have 
amalgamated  the  several  genera  previously  established  into  two,  viz.  Hip- 
focratea  and  Salacia.  The  large  amount  of  evidence  here  presented  will, 
however,  show  its  right  to  stand  as  a  distinct  Natural  Order,  having,  in 
fact,  little  connection  with  Celastracece  in  any  well-digested  system  of 
arrangement. 

The  chief  characters  in  its  floral  structure  consist  in  having  5  sepals, 
5  alternate  petals  imbricated  in  aestivation,  and  only  3  stamens  (very 
rarely  5)  ;  the  most  important  feature  is  the  hypogynous  disk,  variable  in 
shape,  but  constantly  placed  between  the  stannous  and  petals  ;  the  ovary  is 
always  superior,  usually  3-locular,  with  definite  anatropous  ovules  fixed  in 
the  axis.  The  mode  of  growth  of  the  ovary  varies  greatly,  and  on  tliese 
difl'erences  of  development  the  author  divided  the  family  into  tiiree  separate 
tribes  : — 1.  UippocratetB,  where,  in  the  progress  of  growth,  the  axis  of  the 
ovary  never  lengthens,  remaining  completely  atrophied,  the  cells  growing 
upwards  vastly,  sometimes  to  a  hundred  times  the  length  of  the  axis  at  the 
maturity  of  the  flower,  thus  producing  3  distinct  capsules  from  a  single 
ovary,  which  sometimes  open  2-valvately  and  have  winged  seeds,  or  are 
indehiscent,  with  unciform  seeds  borne  upon  a  carinated  or  alar  support  : 
upon  such  difterences  five  several  genera  are  established.  2.  Tontdecp, 
distinguished  by  a  drupaceous  fruit,  often  of  large  size,  the  growth  of  an 
oviiry  wherein  the  axis  lengthens  commensurately  with  the  cells,  the  fruit 
being  thus  3-locular,  with  several  seeds,  which  in  most  cases  are  covered 
by  an  ar'dline,  a  fleshy  complete  coating,  resolving  itself  into  a  mucilagi- 
nous pulp  that  envelopes  the  seeds  :  this  tribe  consists  of  eight  genera. 
3.  Kippisti(B,  remarkable  for  a  floral  development  hitherto  unknown 
among  Dicotyledones,  but  long  ago  described  by  Mr.  Eobert  Brown  in 
Monocotyledones  ;  here  tlie  stigmata,  instead  of  alternating  as  usual  with 
the  stamens,  and  standing  opposite  to  the  cells  of  the  ovary,  are  opposite 
to  the  stamens,  and  alternate  with  tiie  cells  of  the  ovary  ;  the  fruit  is  dru- 
paceous, variable  in  the  position  of  the  seeds,  but  with  characters  resem- 
bling those  of  Tonteliece :  this  tribe  consists  of  three  genera.  There  are 
thus  seventeen  genera  in  all,  with  well-marked  characters,  which  were  sepa- 
rately illustrated  by  as  many  drawings,  each  amply  explained  by  analytical 
figures.  The  numerous  facts  iiere  shown  in  regard  to  structure  are,  for 
the  most  part,  hitherto  uudescribed,  many  being  derived  from  analyses 
made  of  plants  in  the  living  state.  In  summarizing  these  details,  the 
author  pointed  out  the  many  salient  points  of  distinction  in  the  structure 
of  Hippocrut(i(tcece  and  CeladracecB. 

1.  In  tiie  former,  the  stamens  are  generally  anisomerous  in  regard  to 
the  petals  (3  to  5)  ;  in  the  latter,  they  are  constantly  isomerous,  with  sta- 
mens equal  to,  or  double  the  number  of  the  jietals. 
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2.  In  the  former,  the  stamens  are  distinctly  inserted  inside  the  disk ; 
in  the  latter,  they  are  invariably  inserted  oufude  the  disk. 

3.  In  the  former,  the  anthers,  generally  of  a  peculiar  form,  are  con- 
stantly extrorse ;  in  the  latter,  they  are  of  the  usually  normal  structure, 
and  always  introrse. 

4.  In  the  former,  tlie  disk  is  generally  elevated,  and  presents  a  free 
wall  of  separation  between  the  stamens  and  more  external  parts;  in  the 
latter,  it  is  a  mere  expansion  of  the  torus,  intervening  between  the  ovary 
and  all  other  floral  parts. 

5.  In  the  former,  the  sepals,  petals,  stamens,  and  disk  are  persistent 
at  the  base  of  tlie  fruit,  and  are  never  seen  in  such  position  in  the  latter 
family. 

6.  In  the  former,  the  superior  ovary  is  always  elevated  above  the  torus, 
and  quite  free  from  it ;  in  the  latter,  it  is  always  more  or  less  partially 
imbedded  in  the  disk,  and  half  agglutinated  with  it. 

7.  The  atrophied  condition  of  tiie  axis  of  the  ovary,  though  not  a  con- 
stant feature,  is  one  quite  peculiar  to  the  Uippocrateacea ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  in  CtlmtracefB  we  find  no  growth  at  all  approaching  the  several 
kinds  of  large  drupaceous  fruits  seen  in  the  Hippocratencea. 

8.  In  the  development  of  the  seeds  there  is  a  constant  distinction.  In 
HippoerateacecB  they  are  invariably  without  albumen ;  in  the  Celastraceae, 
the  embryo,  without  exception,  is  enveloped  in  albumen,  usually  copious. 
In  the  former,  the  cotyledons  are  often  closely  conferruminated  in  a  solid 
mass,  a  circumstance  quite  unknown  in  the  latter. 

9.  In  the  Hippocraieacefe  no  trace  of  an  arillus  can  be  seen;  in  Celm- 
tracece,  though  not  universal,  a  distinct  arillus  in  most  cases  partially  sur- 
rounds one  extremity  of  the  seeds.  In  the  former,  in  one  tribe,  the  seeds 
exhibit  a  greater  or  smaller  expansion  of  the  testa,  in  the  shape  of  a  large 
membranaceous  wing,  or  a  narrower  alar  keel,  while  in  the  two  others  they 
are  invested  by  an  ariUbte,  an  entire  fleshy  coating,  the  nature  of  which 
Mr.  Miers  explained  many  years  ago, — a  feature  seen  in  some  other  fami- 
lies, though  too  often  unnoticed  by  botanists. 

10.  In  the  Hippocrateace^,  the  leaves,  but  more  particularly  the 
branches  of  the  inflorescence,  the  pedicels,  sepals,  petals,  contain  nume- 
rous white  elastic  threads,  wiiich  hold  the  parts  together  Avlicn  broken  ; 
and  these  spiral  threads  often  extend  to  tiie  pericarps,  to  the  integuments 
of  the  seeds,  and  even  occasionally  to  the  fleshy  cotyledons.  Nothing  of 
this  kind  has  yet  been  ol)served  in  Cdastracece. 

Any  one  of  these  peculiarities,  by  itself,  would  tend  little  to  support 
any  separation  of  these  two  families,  "but  the  sum  of  the  wliole  tells  power- 
fully to  mark  a  great  distinction  in  their  organization.  The  only  argu- 
ments that  have  yet  been  urged  for  their  near  affinity  are  that  both 
generally  consist  of  arborescent  plants,  with  evergreen  leaves,  an  axillary 
inflorescence,  petals  and  sepals  with  imbricated  aestivation,  a  3-celled 
ovary,  a  simple  style  and  stigma  ;  but  these  are  all  characters  conunou  to 
many  other  families,  distantly  related,  and  wholly  insufficient  by  them- 
selves to  establish  any  near  affinity.  The  more  probable  inference  is  that 
these  two  families  should  be  separated  by  a  long  interval. 
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UcId  publications. 

Mycological  Illustrotions,  hehicj  T'ujiires  and  Descriptions  of  Neic  and  Bare 
Hynunomycetous  Fmuji.  Edited  by  AV.  Wilson  Salndeus,  r.K.S., 
F.L.S.,  and  Worth  in  gton  G.  Smith,  F.L.S.,  assisted  by  A.  W. 
Bennett,  M.A.,  B.Sc,  F.L.S. 

This  is  a  work  which  will  be  cordially  welcomed  by  all  British  mycolo- 
gists. The  authors  propose  to  publish  a  series  of  coloured  figures  of 
British  Hymenomycetous  Fungi,  to  be  confined  principally  to  such  as  are 
new  or  rare,  but  to  include  occasionally  other  species  which,  although  well 
known,  may  not  have  been  hitherto  satisfactorily  figured.  This  first  part 
consists  of  24  plates,  containino-  figures  of  30  species,  of  which  18  belong  to 
the  genus  Jgariciis,  6  to  Cortinariiis,  1  ioLactorius,  1  to  Coprinns,  1  to  Go7n- 
phidiiis,  1  to  Canthca-elliis,  and  2  to  Boletus.  To  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  artistic  powers  of  Mr.  Wilson  Saunders  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Smith,  it  is 
hardly  n(  cessary  to  say  that  the  figures  are  excellent.  Of  the  30  species 
drawn,  14  have  not  been  figured  before,  and  some  others  only  in  works  by 
no  means  easily  accessible.  There  is  little  to  be  said  by  way  of  criticism. 
A  few  remarks  only  have  suggested  themselves  in  looking  through  the 
text  and  plates.  Cantliarellua  radicosus  {■^\.  1)  shows,  in  a  marked  manner, 
how  deceptive  a  character  size  may  be  without  the  examination  of  a  large 
series  of  specimens.  This  plant  was  described  in  the  'Annals  of  Natural 
History  '  (1866)  as  having  a  pileus  three-fourths  to  one  inch  across.  The 
pileus  of  the  lai'gest  plant  shown  on  this  plate  is  nearly  three  inches  iu 
diameter,  and  the  authors  state  that  some  specimens  found  in  Epping 
Forest  were  much  larger  than  any  they  have  figured.  The  pure  glutinous 
white  of  Afforiciis  inucidus  can  hardly  be  shown  in  a  drawing.  Specimens 
occasionally  occur  having  the  dark  tint  shown  in  plate  5,  fig.  2  ;  but  the 
foxy  tinge  of  the  pileus,  stem,  and  ring  in  fig.  1  leads  to  the  supposition 
that  the  drawing  was  made  from  specimens  past  their  prime.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  J.  lignatilis  (pi.  6,  fig.  4),  the  cold  dead  white  of  which 
is  as  difficult  to  represent  as  the  slimy  pileus  of  A.  rnucidus.  Some  of  the 
fungi  figured  are  of  considerable  beauty,  and  pf  these  the  most  striking 
are,  perhaps,  Goyiphidms  glnfinosiis  var.  roseus,  Cortinariiis  dibaphus  and 
carulescens,  and  Boletus  calopus.  Coprinus  lagopus  also  is  extremely 
elegant.  A  few  places  will  be  found  iu  which  the  text  and  the  plates  are 
not  quite  in  accord,  and  to  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  call  attention. 
The  gills  of  Agaricus  siunpizaus  aiul  Cortiiiarius  stillatitius  are  described 
as  einaiginate,  but  the  sections  (plates  2  and  8)  do  not  exhibit  this  struc- 
ture, and  the  same  remark  applies  to  Cortinarius  caninus  (pi.  15).  The 
stem  of  Boletus  pachypus,  as  shown  in  the  drawing  (pi.  17),  cannot  be 
called  reticulated.  In  Agaricus  dispersus  (pi.  24)  the  stem  is  described 
in  the  text  as  abont  two  inches  long,  but  if  the  stems  in  the  drawing  are 
measured,  they  will  be  found  to  be  very  nearly  seven  inches  in  length.  It 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  pileus  iu  A.  hydrophilus  is  not  rather  too 
darkly-coloured ;  but  it  is  stated  that  the  specimens  were  gathered  alter 
much  rain,  which  may  account  for  a  departure  from  the  normal  tint.  In 
cuuclusiou,  it  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  this  most  useful  and  interesting 
publication  may  meet  with  sufficient  support  to  enable  its  energetic 
editors  to  issue  further  parts  in  quick  succession.  F.  C. 


223 


IPrombings  of  Sodctlcs. 

LiNNEAN  Society. — June  \st,  1871. — fr.  Bentham,  Esq.,  President, 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  C.  Melvill  exhibited  specimens  of  S'der  trilobmn. 
Scop.,  collected  by  hira  near  Cherry  Hintou,  Cambridge  ;  and  stated  that 
he  believed  it  to  be  a  native  there.  (See  p.  211.)  The  following  papers 
were  read  : — "  Notes  on  Northern  Chinese  Plants,"  by  H.  F.  Hance, 
Ph.D.  The  paper  consisted  of  notes  on,  and  descriptions  of,  about  70 
species,  12  of  which  were  new,  including  two  species  of  Oxy tropin  and 
Orobanche,  two  Carices,  etc.  "  On  the  Hipjmcraleacece  of  South  Ame- 
rica," by  John  Miers.     (See  p.  220.) 


Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — May  Wth,  1871. — Alexander 
Buchan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair. — The  following  communications 
were  read  : — "  On  the  different  Plants  used  as  Ipecacuan,"  by  Professor 
Balfour.  The  plants  described  were  Cephaelis  Ipecacuanha,  P-vjchotria 
emetica,  Richardsonia  scabra,  lonidium  Ipecacuanha,  Manettia  cordifoHa, 
Euphorbia  Ipecacuanha,  Folyyala  Poaya,  and  Tylophora  asfhmaiica.  The 
paper  was  illustrated  by  drawings,  dried  and  living  specimens  of  the  plants 
refeiTed  to,  and  microscopical  preparations.  "  On  the  Uricacecs  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  adjacent  pans  of  British  America."  By  Pro- 
fessor George  ^awson. 

J>me  8th. — Alexander  Buchan,  Esq.,  President,  in  the  chair.  The 
following  communications  were  read  : — "  Biographical  Notice  of  the  late 
Mr.  William  Wilson,"  by  Mr.  James  F.  Robinson.  "  On  Tea-manufac- 
turing  in  India,"  by  Mr.  William  Bell.  Professor  Balfour  recorded  the 
occurrence  of  Sisymbrium  ColumnoE  on  the  banks  of  the  Water  of  Leith, 
near  Colinton,  where  it  had  doubtlessly  been  introduced  with  material 
brought  to  the  paper  mills  iu  the  neighbourhood.  He  also  noticed  AUinm- 
Schmnopramm  near  Colinton,  and  Lysimachia  thyrsiftora  in  the  canal  in 
several  places  near  Edinburgh.  Prof.  B.  exhibited  a  large  flowering  spe- 
cimen of  a  species  of  Dorema,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Royal  Botanic 
Garden  by  Mr.  Loftus,  from  Persia. 


gotamcal  It^tos. 

Mr.  E.  D.  Harrop  records  the  occurrence  of  PhyUaclidiuni  pulchellnm 
(see  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  IV.  pp.  225,  370),  Kiitz.,  in  Tasmania,  and  in  the 
monthly  Notices  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Tasmania  for  186!),  gives  a 
lengthened  description  of  the  plant.  In  the  same  Notices  for  18(58,  he 
gives  a  list  of  the  known  Besmidefe  of  Tasmania. 

Dr.  Rabenhorst  describes  a  new  genus  {Seirosporinni),  and  several  new 
species  of  Fungi  collected  by  Haussknecht  iu  the  East,  in  the  Dresden 
'Isis'  for  1870. 

A  continuation  of  Mr.  Broome's  paper  on  the  Fungi  in  the  nelghboin-- 
hood  of  Bath,  reviewed  in  our  last  volume  (p.  360),  is  included  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Bath  Natural   History  VAxxh,  vol.  11.  1871. 

Ferd.  von  Miiller  gives  a  list  of  7-t  plants  new  to  the  Tasmanian  flora 
in  the  monthly  Notices  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Tasmania  for  1868. 
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Pr.  Spemann  Ims  n2;ain  left  England  for  Nicaragua. 

The  volume  for  1870  of  the  "  '1  ransactions  of  tlie  Woolhope  Naturalists' 
Field  Club,"  just  issued,  fully  sustains  the  high  character  of  its  prede- 
cessors. As  our  readers  are  aware,  the  strong  botanical  point  of  the  Club 
is  Pungology,  and  this  volume  contains  a  paper  on  the  larger  Fungi  of 
trees,  by  W.  G.  Smith,  giving  separate  lists  of  species  for  different  trees 
and  shrubs,  an  account  of  Scleroderma  Geaster,  by  Mr.  Broome  (which  has 
already  appeared  in  our  pages),  and  notes  on  fairy  rings,  by  Mr.  Buck- 
man.  l)r.  Bull  also  continues  his  "  Illustrations  of  the  Edible  Fungi  of 
Hereford,"  and  gives  coloured  drawings  of  Boletus  edulis,  Hygropkorus 
virgineiis,  and  H.  praletisis  and  Lycoperdum  giganieum ;  and  Mr.  Kenny 
contributes  a  translation  of  E.  Fries'  '  Historiola  Studii  mei  Mycologici,' 
illustrated  by  a  photograph  of  the  Swedish  fungologist.  The  other 
botanical  papers  are : — notes  on  the  growth  of  Mistletoe,  by  the  Rev.  E. 
Blight,  with  somewhat  rough  but  apparently  truthful  illustrations ;  on  the 
more  rare  plants  of  the  Longmynd  Hills,  Shropshire,  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Grif- 
fiths ;  on  some  Algse  only  apparent  in  times  oF  drought,  by  Mr.  Edwin 
Lees ;  and  also  many  notices  of  remarkable  trees  (illustrated  by  photo- 
graphs), besides  records  of  localities  of  rare  species  scattered  through  the 
volume.  The  botany  is  but  a  portion  of  the  book,  which  is  most  credit- 
able to  the  club,  and  acceptable  to  working  naturalists. 

We  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Carl  Theodore  Hartweg, 
Director  of  the  Grand  Ducal  Gardens  of  Swetzingen,  in  Baden,  and  well 
known  in  England  as  Collector  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  in 
Mexico  and  other  American  republics.  Born  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812, 
at  Carlsruhe,  he  died  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1871,  at  Swetzingen,  leaving 
several  sons.  Mr.  Bentham's  excellent  '  Plantae  Hartwegianse,'  containing 
a  description  of  the  many  new  plants  discovered  by  Hartweg,  as  well  as 
Dr.  Lindley's  publications  of  Hartwegian  novelties  in  the  Botanical  Re- 
gister and  the  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle,'  will  keep  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted alive  wherever  botany  is  cultivated. 

A  very  useful  enumeration  of  all  the  Cryptogams  found  in  Venetia  has 
been  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Vienna  Zoologico-botanical 
Society,  and  also  issued  in  a  separate  form  ;  the  author  is  Count  Hohen- 
biiliel-Heufler.  The  catalogue  enumerates  53  species  of  Filices,  etc.,  264 
Musci,  34  Hepaticse,  503  Lichenes,  245  Fungi,  19  Characese,  and  633 
Algae,  with  references  to  descriptions  and  a  list  of  localities.  The  history 
of  the  knowledge  of  and  additions  to  the  Cryptogamic  botany  of  the  dis- 
trict is  also  carefully  traced  from  Catceotarius  in  1566  to  the  present  time. 

Proffssor  J.  E.  Zetterstedt,  of  Jonkoping,  Sweden,  a  well-known  bota- 
nist, is  desirous  of  disposing  of  his  duplicate  specimens  of  Scandinavian 
])lants — Phsenogams,  Mosses,  and  Hepaticae.  For  particulars  and  terms 
apply  to  Dr.  Stirton,  15,  Newton  Street,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Bentham's  address  to  the  members  of  the  Linnean  Society,  read 
at  the  anniversary  meeting  on  May  24th,  has  been  printed  in  '  Nature,' 
and  should  be  read  by  all  botanists.  In  many  respects  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  most  valuable  of  the  excellent  series  of  addresses  which 
have  been  given  year  after  year  to  the  Society  by  its  President. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  : — J.  Sadler,  W.  Carruthers, 
G.  C.  Churchill,  W.  G.  Smith,  F.  Currey,  J.  Miers,  Mrs.  E.  C.  White, 
T.  R.  A.  Briggs,  A.  Irvine,  J.  F.  Duthie.'j.  C.  Melvill,  Dr.  H.  F.  Hance, 
Rev.  J.  E.  Leefe,  A.  G.  More,  Hon.  J.  L.  Warren,  etc. 
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ON    HYBRIDIIT    IN    SALIX,    AND    THE    GROWTH    OF 
WILLOWS    FROM    SEED. 

By  Rev.  J.  E.  Leefe,  M.A.,  F.L.S. 

It  would,  I  think,  be  interesting^  if  such  of  the  readers  of  the  '  Journal 
of  Botany  '  as  have  had  opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion,  would  record 
their  observations  on  the  g-vowth  of  Willows  from  seed.  The  whole  theory 
as  to  the  production  of  hybrids  in  this  genus  must  depend  upon  their 
growth  from  seed.  If  they  do  not  spring  readily  from  seed,  then  the 
nice  distinctions  which  separate  closely  allied  forms,  must  be  accounted 
for  in  some  other  way  than  by  crossing. 

The  evidence  on  the  subject  seems  to  me  as  yet  far  from  conclusive; 
still  it  is  in  some  cases  so  positive  that  I  by  no  means  venture  to  say 
that  seedling  W^illows  are  not  to  be  met  with.  It  is  fortunate  that,  owing 
to  Willows  being  so  readily  propagated  by  cuttings,  little  inconvenience 
will  arise  to  cultivators  should  there  prove  to  be  generally  a  paucity  of 
seedlings.  I  wish  now,  without  bringing  forward  any  theory  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  mention  what  I  have  collected  from  books,  or  from  inquiries 
amongst  my  botanical  friends,  or  from  my  own  observations  as  a  collector 
of  Willows  now  for  many  years.  Wimmer  adopts  thoroughly  the  idea  of 
hybrids,  thenjfore  of  seedlings,  but  I  am  not  able  to  quote  his  exact  words, 
having  failed,  through  the  booksellers,  to  obtain  a  copy  of  his  interesting 
work.*  He  says,  I  believe,  that  the  great  botanist  Fries  has  to  some 
extent  become  a  convert  to  his  views. 

The  late  Professor  Koch,  in  his  '  Commentary  on  the  European  Willows,' 
anno  1828,  p.  9,  remarks  "  Non  ea  difficultas  sola  tui'bat  botanicum  in 
hoc  genere  plantarum,  qupe  in  partium  mutatione  et  vicissitudinibus 
cernitur,  alia  ei  creatur  molestia  in  hybridarum  copifi,  quas  in  hoc  genere 
exstare  addubitari  nequit."  He  then  proceeds  to  instance  the  numerous 
forms  growing  near  Erlangen,  intermediate  between  S.  rubra,  Huds.,  and 
S.  viminaUs,  L.,  forms  partaking  so  nnich  of  the  characters  of  both  species 
as  to  make  it  difficult  to  refer  specimens  to  one  of  these  species  rntiier 
than  the  other.  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Prof.  Koch  for  a  most 
valuable  collection  of  Willows  grown  in  the  arboretum  at  Erlangen,  arid, 
amoni>\st  the  rest,  for  a  specimen  of  one  of  the  forms  above  referred  to.  I 
siiould  myself  consider  this  particular  specimen  to  be  a  remarkably  pubescent 
state  of  S.  rubra,  Huds.,  which  tlie  catkins  appear  most  nearly  to  resem- 
ble, while  the  pubescence  of  the  leaves  docs  not  show  the  silkiuess  of  the 
viminales.  I  do  not  know  how  far  Prof.  Koch  retained  to  the  last  his 
early  views  as  to  the  hybrid  growth  of  Willows.  In  his  '  Synopsis,'  bearing 
date  1837,  there  is  no  allusion,  I  think,  to  hybrids  between  the  species 
above  mentioned.  Moreover,  whether  or  no  Fries  has  of  late  adopted, 
even  partially,  Wimmer's  very  pronounced  views,  I  have  not  the  means  of 
knowing;  but  in  his  'Mantissa,'  extending  to  the  year  1S4'3,  pp.  559-00, 
he  combats  this  view.  "  Innumeras  porro  vidi  Saliccs  hybridas  dictas  ; 
an  ulla  vero  certa  experientia  hybrida  sit  comprobata,  equidem  nescio  ?  " 
At  p.  100  he  observes,  '  magis  vero  perniciosam  censemns  minis  crcdulam 

*  Noticed  in  Journ.  Bot.  Yol.  TV.,  pp.  383-38G. 
VOL.   IX.    [august   1,   1871.]  Q 
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determinatioiiem  varietatum  et  levium  forniaruiti  pro  liybridis,  qua  laxa 
speciei  idea  celata,  iuduque  saepe  igiioraiitiae  refugium.'  Thus  it 
appears  that,  at  the  ckte  of  the  '  Continuatio  Florae  Suecicae,'  1832-1842, 
Prof.  Fries  did  not  regard  with  favour  the  view  that  slight  diiferences 
between  closely  allied.  Willows  are  due  to  hybrid  intermixture.  This  does 
not,  however,  indicate  what  Prof.  Fries'  opinion  is  as  to  the  growth  of 
Willows  from  seed. 

Turning  now  to  another  quarter,  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  how 
positive  in  the  affirmative  was  the  language  of  the  late  Sir  J.  E.  Smith, 
first,  that  Willows  do  grow  readily  from  seed;  and  secondly,  that  the 
seedlings  were  always  true  to  their  kinds.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Crowe's 
garden,  Eng.  Fl.  vol.  iv.  p.  164,  be  says,  "Seedlings  innumerable 
springing  up  all  over  the  ground,  were  never  destroyed  tiU  their  species 
were  determined  and  the  immutability  of  each  verified  by  our  joint  in- 
spection. This  was  the  more  material  to  set  aside  the  gratuitous  suppo- 
sition of  the  mixture  of  species,  or  the  production  of  new  or  hybrid  ones, 
of  which,  no  more  than  of  any  change  in  established  species,  I  have  never 
met  with  an  instance."  Such  statements  from  such  a  quarter  must  demand 
tiie  utmost  attention.  Perhaps  the  seedlings,  as  they  sprang  up,  were 
removed  to  beds  prepared  for  them,  otherwise  one  cannot  but  be  struck 
by  the  practical  difficulty  of  keeping  the  ground  clear  of  weeds  without 
destroying  tin;  young  plants.  Two  years'  growth,  at  the  very  least,  would 
be  required  before  the  species  of  the  seedlings  could  be  determined,  and 
in  that  time,  unless  the  seedlings  were  transplanted,  which  is  not  stated, 
the  ^^'illow  ground  must  have  been  in  great  danger  of  becoming  a  wilder- 
ness. 

Ou  the  same  subject,  Reichenlmch,  Fl.  Excursoria,  p.  173,  remarks 
"  absque  dubio  specierum  enumeratarum  qufedam  hybridse."  Wishing 
to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  competent  persons,  I  have  consulted  some  of 
my  friends  who  have  bestowed  much  attention  upon  this  tribe.  The 
Rev.  L.  Darwall,  who  has  long  cultivated  Willows,  observes,  "Amongst 
seedlings  I  have  never  found  any  but  S.  caprea  and  5.  aquatica  (including, 
perhaps,  S.  cinerea  and  S.  oUifoUa),  though  I  have  l)oth  sexes  of  many 
other  species.  With  this  the  o]iinion  of  my  friend  Mr.  James  Ward, 
who  lias  specially  studierl  the  Willows  for  a  long  series  of  years,  substan- 
tially coincides.  Prof.  Balfour  tells  me  that  they  have  tried,  without 
success,  to  raise  willows  from  seed  in  the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden. 
To  come  now  to  my  owm  experience ;  excepting  -S".  caprea,  I  do  not  ever 
remember  to  have  met  with  a  Willow  where  it  looked  like  a  seedling,  and 
this  was  in  the  shrubbery  at  Audley  End,  Essex,  where  the  plant  might 
have  been  inserted  as  a  cutting  by  some  one  of  the  gardeners.  I  have 
myself  cultivated  the  Willows  somewhat  extensively  since  the  year  1838. 
First  in  the  nursery  garden  at  Audley  End  for  about  five  years,  then  in 
the  Rectory  Gardens  at  Bishopwearmouth,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  for 
say  about  four  years,  and  for  a  year  more  in  a  garden  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  of  Sunderland,  lastly,  for  fully  twenty-one  years  at  Cress- 
well.  For  the  last  twenty-one  years  the  plants,  some  of  them  now  trees, 
luive  been  growing  under  my  own  eyes,  great  care  being  taken  to  keep 
them  properly  labelled,  which  is  no  easy  matter.  In  all  that  time  I  have 
never  seen  a  single  seedling,  though  my  collection  comprises  fully  one 
hundred  forms.  It  is,  I  admit,  barely  possible  that  seedlings  may  have 
sprung  up,  and  been  destroyed  in  keeping  down  weeds,  but  if  so,  I  cannot 
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account  for  their  not  occurrino^  in    undisturbed  parts  of  the  garden  and 
grounds,  amongst  shrubs  and  trees,  where  seedling  Sycamores  are  frequent, 
and  plants  of  the  Leycestena  formosa  have  several  times  sprung  up.     A 
few  years  ago  I  collected  and  sowed  some  seed  in  pots  in  my  greenhouse, 
and  kept  them  carefully  watered  and  looked  after,  but  the  seed  did  not 
vegetate.     Last  year  (1870)  1  made  a  more  systematic  attempt,  both  to 
produce   hybrids   and  raise  Willows  from  seed.     On    the    11th   of  last 
August  I  sowed,  in  three  boxes  tilled  with  good  compost,  seeds  of  the 
following  kinds  : — S.  Fonteriana  from  Borrer ;  S.  Andtrsoniana,  Borrer  ; 
S.  Doniana,  Borrer  ;   S.  Smithiana,  E.  Bot.     S.  Smithiana  growing  in 
the  middle  of  a  large  bush  of  a  monandrous  Willow  allied  to  S.  Lam- 
bert'uina,  8m.     I  also  carefully  tied  a  bunch  of  the   male  catkins  of  S. 
(laphrioides,  VilL,  to  a  branch  of  a  female  of  S.  pomeranica,  W.,  dustmg 
the  stigmas  at  the  same  time  with  the  pollen.     In  a  similar  manner  I 
endeavoured  to  fertilize  the  female  of  S.  stipidaris,  Sm.,  with  the  pollen 
of  the  male  of  -S'.  riigosa,  Borrer  ;    also  the  female  of  S.   Pontederana, 
Sch.,  with  the  catkins  of  a  beautiful  Willow  gathered  near  Rothbury  in 
Northumberland,  which  I  take  to  be  the  male  of  that  species.     The  third 
box  was  filled  with  seed  of  different  forms  of  S.  repens,  L.,  including, 
probably,  S.  ambigua,  Ehrh.,  sent  to  me  by  a  friend  from  Horncastle  in 
Lincolnshire.     On  all  those  branches,  the  catkins  of  which  I  endeavoured 
to  fertilize  artificially,  seed  was  produced  in  abundance.     The  boxes  were 
carefully  watered  all  through  the  summer,  and  in  winter  were  placed  in  a 
cold  frame.     I  have  examined  them  constantly  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  at  first  thought  that  some  of  the  seeds  springing  up  in  them  would 
prove  to  be  Willows,  but  in  this  hope  I  have  been  disappointed,  and  now 
fear  that  the  experiment  has  again  been  a  failure.     Last  year  the  seed  of 
the  Willows  was  more  copiously  produced  than  usual,  and  became  rather 
an  annoyance  in  the  beds  and  walks,  but  I  have  not  seen  a  seedling  any- 
where. '  Although,  then,  I  dare  not  say  that  Willows  are  never  produced 
from  seed,  I  think  it  is  clear  that  this  happens  less  frequently  than  is 
commonly  supposed.     My  garden  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
sea,  and  rather  exposed  to  the  north  and  north-west ;  but  the  soil  is  good 
(old  grass  land),  and  most  of  the  Willows  grow  freely  in  it.     1  have  lost 
far  more  kinds  from  crowding  than  from  clinuite. 

Having  thus  failed  myself,  I  would  invite  the  remarks  and  co-operation 
of  others  who,  in  more  favourable  and  southern  situations,  may  be  more 
successful  than  I  have  been  in  raising  Willows  from  seed. 


THE    FLOEA    OF    HYDE    PARK    AND    KENSINGTON 

GARDENS. 

By  Hon.  J.  L.  Warren,  M.A. 

This  paper  will  not  interest  botanists  to  whom  the  rarity  of  a  plant  is 
its  main  recommendation.  We  deal  here  with  our  common  and  widely- 
diffused  species.  We  endeavour  by  a  contrast  of  records,  new  and  old, 
to  show  the  surprising  permanence  of  many  species,  even  in  the  midst 
of  the  smoke  and  other  hostile  influences  of  a  great  city.  We  remind  the 
town-botanist,  whom  want  of  tiuu;  ami  cash  will  not  allow  many  country 
excursions,  that  a  fair  section  of  his  native  flora  nuiy  be  seen  at  his  very 
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doors,  and  studied  without  the  help  of  a  railway-ticket.  This  list  may 
also  prove  acceptable  as  an  attempt  to  throw  together  the  floral  records 
of  our  chief  London  breathing-place,  and  as  a  means  of  bringing  up  to 
a  modern  date  the  occurrence  in  Hyde  Park  of  many  species,  uncon- 
firmed there  since  early  in  the  present  century  or  even  an  anterior  one. 
All  notice  of  trees  is  omitted  in  the  present  list.  It  might  be  interest- 
ing to  give  a  list  of  such  of  these  as  have  produced  seedlings,  as  many 
have  done ;  but  it  would  hardly  come  within  the  scope  of  this  paper  to 
do  so.  In  many  flower-beds  seedling  Rnhi  occur,  a  curious  commentary 
on  an  idea  once  held  that  Rabus  was  seldom  propagated  thus.  There  are 
also  to  be  found  in  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex '  some  curious  notes  on  the 
age  and  species  of  several  trees  in  our  limits.  Sambuciis  nigra  and  Salix 
vimbialls,  S./rngilis  and  S.  triandra,  occur  in  the  gardens,  but  their  claims 
are  slender  to  admission  in  our  Flora.  Hedera,  Cratrsgm,  Dlf/italis,  etc., 
occur,  but  all  clearly  through  human  agency.  The  most  interesting  plants 
in  Hyde  Park  grow  mainly  in  two  pieces  of  ground.  One  is  a  strip  of  turf, 
of  no  great  extent,  beginning  north  of  the  Magazine  and  lying  between  the 
Ring  Road  and  the  ditch  bounding  Kensington  Gardens  on  the  west. 
Here  TrifoUmii  glomeratuin,  Oniithopus,  Carex  mnricata,  etc.,  grow,  and 
here  Moenchia  and  Omenta  used  to  be  found.  I  call  this  ground  "  the 
strip  "  sometimes  for  brevity  in  my  list.  The  other  noteworthy  slip  of 
turf  begins  at  the  end  of  a  black  wooden  wall  which  runs  south  of  the  bar- 
racks to  near  the  Humane  Society's  Receiving  House  and  the  Deputy 
Ranger's  House  opposite  the  Serpentine.  It  consists  of  the  site  of  a  road 
now  grassed  over,  and  runs  west  towards  the  Magazine,  say,  for  about 
two  hundred  yards.  Here  Sagina  cillata,  Flantago  Coronopus,  Festnca 
bi'omoides,  and  TrifoUum  fiUforme  may  be  found  without  much  trouble.* 
It  is  most  important  in  the  present  flora  to  specify,  if  the  species  was 
gathered  in  the  open  and  apparently  original  turf,  or  whether  it  grew 
within  the  limits  of  artificial  enclosure,  in  a  flower-bed,  in  the  circular 
hurdles  used  to  protect  the  trees  from  sheep,  or  in  newly-sown  grass- 
land. Plants  in  the  first  category  alone  (excepting,  of  course,  the 
aquatics)  ought  prima  facie  to  be  reckoned  natives  in  this  list,  though 
plants  which  nearly  always  follow  horticulture,  like  Sotaimiti  nigrum,  may 
be  just  as  native  (or  un-native)  in  a  Kensington  Garden  flower-bed  as  in 
a  Devonian  cottage  garden.  What  is  meant  may  be  shown  by  an 
example  : — Chrysanthemian  Leucanthemum  within  our  limits  is  seen  about 
thrice  in  open  turf,  twenty  or  thirty  times  under  suspicious  circumstances. 
Hence,  without  wishing  to  dogmatize,  I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  this 
species  is  generally  a  casual  in  Hyde  Park,  however  common  a  native  it  may 
be  elsewhere.  In  fact,  I  would  much  rather,  if  possible,  have  omitted  all 
notice  in  the  present  list  of  these  flower-bed  casuals,  and  newly-sown  turf 
ephemerals,  if  I  may  use  the  expression.  The  plants  of  the  genuine  open 
park  herbage  are  really  the  important  matter  in  this  record.  What 
species,  imported  with  garden-mould  or  grass-seeds,  may  manage  to  sur- 

*  During  a  former  residence  in  Cheshire,  I  made  a  careful  list,  through  many 
years,  of  every  species  found  within  a  mile  radius  of  my  dwelling-place.  It  is 
worth  mention  that  several  plants  belonging  to  the  present  list  were  absent  from 
my  Cheshire  enumeration, — TrifoUum  glomeratuin,  Koeleria  cristata,  Sagina  ciliata, 
Hordviim  ^nnrinnm,  Hordenm  2^>'atense,  Senebiera  Coronopus,  and  Arcnaria  serpylli- 
folia.  The  first  three  absences  are  likely  enough,  but  the  last  four  may  surprise 
many  a  south  country  reader. 
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vive  a  montli  or  two  is  quite  of  secondary  importance.  Our  list  of 
'  casuals '  might  doubtless,  with  constant  observation  for  a  season  or  two, 
be  run  up  to  200  or  300  species,  but  such  a  list,  even  wlien  completed, 
would  afford  us  curious  rather  than  valuable  information  ;  but,  t]ioni;h  I 
would  gladly  have  disencumbered  myself  of  these  casuals,  this  list  might 
mislead  if  this  were  done,  since  several  species  appear,  I  conceive,  in  the 
Grardens  and  in  newly-sown  places,  in  the  character  of  casuals ;  and  also 
in  the  Park  turf  in  that  of  natives.  Chrysanthemum  Leucanfhemum  and 
Plantago  lanceolata  may  be  quoted  as  examples.  Besides,  in  many  in- 
stances, it  is  nearly  impossible  to  say  to  which  category  a  given  species 
is  to  be  referred  ;  and,  lastly,  if  we  rigidly  excluded  tlower-bed  weeds, 
we  should  have  to  condemn  such  plants  as  Veronica  polita  and  Lamium 
pnrpnreum,  which,  as  has  been  said  above,  are  as  much  native  here  as 
in  any  provincial  district.  Thus,  from  the  wish  to  enter  no  more  plants 
of  this  kind  than  absolutely  necessary,  I  have  deemed  it  more  tech- 
nically correct  to  exclude,  as  literally  just  outside  our  limits,  an  interest- 
ing number  of  species  observed  on  the  Gore  at  Kensington  by  the  authors 
of  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex,'  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  the  reader.  In 
conclusion,  this  list,  which  contains  about  190  species,  is  manifestly  im- 
perfect. Conscious  of  this,  I  only  hope  its  publication  may  induce  some 
one  to  amplify  and  improve  upon  it.  But  I  venture  to  trust  that  any 
botanist  to  whom  this  list  is  the  means  of  indicating  any  Park  rarities 
will  refrain  from  rooting  up  specimens. 

All  my  records  of  plants  apply  to  the  present  summer  (June  and  July, 
1871)  unless  I  distinctly  specify  otherwise.  Later  in  the  year  such  genera 
as  Bldem,  Chenopodium,  and  Polycjonum  would  be  more  fully  represented. 
All  records  beyond  my  personal  obsei"vation  are  accompanied  by  the 
name  of  the  authority,  which  is  in  nearly  every  case  Trimen  and  Dyer's 
'  Flora  of  Middlesex.'  The  abbreviations  used  are, — Fl.  of  M.  =  '  Flora 
of  Middlesex  ;'  P.  =  Hyde  Park  ;  G.^ Kensington  Gardens.  The  names 
used  are  those  of  the  '  London  Catalogue.' 

Ranunculus  hederaceus,  L.  "  Hyde  Park,  1817.  Goodger  and  Rozea's 
herbarium."— Fl.  of  M. 

R.  sceieratus,  L.  A  plant  this  year  in  the  gravel  of  the  Serpentine 
Bridge.  A  few  plants  on  the  Serpentine  margin  near  the  bridge,  1868. 
"  Trench  between  G.  and  the  Park."— Fl.  of  M. 

R.  Tiearia,  L.  G.,  here  and  here.  Turf  south  of  the  Palace,  and  in 
the  north-east  corner  near  Buck  Hill  Gate.     Not  observed  in  the  Park. 

R.  acris,  L.  P.,  in  the  Magazine  enclosure  within  rails.  [  have  not 
seen  it  in  the  open  turf.  It  must  be  of  rare  occurrence  within  our  pre- 
sent limits.     "  Kensington  Gardens." — Fl.  of  M. 

R.  repens,  L.  P.,  the  strip.  G.,  some  fine  plants  of  the  smalltr  l)ut 
typical  form  in  the  depression  across  the  King  Road  east  of  the  Magazine, 
towards  the  Humane  Society's  Receiving  House. 

R.  bulbosus,  L.  P.  and  G.,  here  and  there  iu  both.  A  few  plants  in 
the  "  strip  "  north  of  the  Magazine. 

Chelldonium  majus,  L.     G.,  casual  in  flower-beds  near  Queen's  Gate. 

Nasturtiuin  officinale,^.  V>v.  "In  Hvde  Park,  1817,  Plerb.  Goodger 
andRozea."— Fl.  of  M, 

N.  si/lvesire,  R.  Br.  G.,  "  inside  of  Kensington  Garden  railings, 
south-east  corner." — Fl.  of  M. 

SiHymbrium  officinale.  Scop.  P.,  a  few  plants  in  the  strip  near  the 
trench  ;  more  common  in  the  enclosed  places. 

J^/t  j^,^  -^^-5.      ^/'^  ^  ^'-'^   '^  '-^  '^         ^  ''"  '^Z-*'  ^^7     -'^''-'^  '^ 
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Erysimum  cheiranlhoidcs,  L.  P.,  has  maintained  itself  as  a  weed  for 
several  years  in  the  flower-beds  west  of  the  Marble  Arch. 

Slnapis  arveiids,  L.  G.,  a  weed  from  the  south  side  of  the  Gardens  ; 
gathered  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Newboiild. 

Thlaspi  arvense,  L.  Casual  in  some  enclosed  newly  sown  grass  west 
of  the  Albert  Memorial. 

Camel'ma  sativa,  Cr.  "  Came  up  in  Kensington  Gardens  with  grass 
sown  for  turf,  183i  ;   Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  viii.  389."— El.  of  M. 

Capsella  Bursa-pastoris,  De  Cand.  P.  &  G.,  everywhere  ;  a  large 
component  of  the  open  turf. 

Coronopus  Rnellii,  Gaert.  G.,  abundant  in  the  grass  west  of  the 
fountains.     P.,  here  and  there  not  uncommon. 

C.  didyma,  Sm.  G.,  all  along  in  the  gravel  of  the  path  on  the  bridge 
over  the  Serpentine;  continuous  for  100  yards.  P.,  a  plant  under  a 
clump  of  trees  about  200  vards  west  of  the  INIagazine. 

Reseda  Luteola,  L.  "  Wall  south  side  of  Hyde  Park,  1815.  Goodger 
and  Rozea's  Herb."— PL  of  M. 

Lychnis  Githayo,  Lam.  G.,  casual  as  a  weed  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Gardens ;  gathered  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould. 

S(iffi)/a  proctimhens,  L.  G.,  near  the  well,  under  the  Scotch  firs,  in 
the  path  north  of  the  palace.     P.,  in  the  strip. 

S.  apetala,  L.  (vera).     P.,  a  single  plant  in  the  strip. 
S.  ciliata,  Fries.     P.,  west  of  the  "  Humane  Society  "   towards  the 
Magazine,  near  an  old  road  which  has  become  grassed  over.     It  grows 
plentifully  and  is  conspicuous  enough.     An  excellent  spot  to  study  the 
species,  as  the  examples  are  nicely  grown  and  typical. 

Arenaria  serpyllifoliii,  L.  P.,  in  and  near  an  old  road  now  turfed  over, 
west  of  the  "Humane  Society." 

Stellaria  media,  With.  P.'  and  G.,  in  the  open  turf  wherever  it  gets  a 
little  bare  ;  common  and  general. 

S.  gramiiua,  L.  P.,  in  a  flower-bed  near  the  old  Reservoir.  "  Ken- 
sington Gardens,  1845,  Morris." — Fl.  of  M. 

Cerastium  rjlomeratum,  Thuill,  P.,  on  some  bare  rubbish-made  ground 
200  yards  north-east  of  the  Magazine.  This  was  a  casual,  and  the  ordi- 
nary* form.  In  the  old  grassed  road  west  of  the  "Humane  Society." 
5  or  6  plants,  a  dwarf  apetalous  state ;  C.  apetalum,  Dum.  ?  "  lu  Hyde 
Park,  Merrett."— Fl.  of  M. 

C.  triviale.  Link.  G.  and  P.,  common  in  the  open  turf,  and  in  every 
pathway  edge.     "  Kensington  Gardens." — Fl.  of  M. 

MoencJiia  erecta,  Sm.  P.,  "  Hyde  Park,  Dickson's  H.  S.  In  the  dry 
part  north  of  the  Magazine,  1820,  Bennett."— Fl.  of  M.  I  believe  this 
still  may  be  re-found  in  Hyde  Park,  judging  by  the  nature  of  the  ground 
in  a  few  likely  places  where  plants  apparently  of  similar  situations  to 
MoencJiia,  often  associated  with  it,  and  quite  as  unlikely  to  endure  smoke, 
still  hold  their  ground.     It  must  be  sought  early. 

Spergularia  rubra,  Fenzl.  P.,  in  the  strip,  several  patches ;  one  of 
considerable  size  near  the  pathway  north  from  the  Magazine.  Several 
plants  at  the  west  end  of  Rotten  Row,  "  Kensington  Gardens,  1866." — 
Fl.  of  M. 

Spergula  arvensis,  L.  P.  and  G.,  casual  here  and  there,  sown  among 
Grass  seeds  in  enclosed  places. 

Malva  sylvestris,  L.  P.,  a  plant  in  a  flower-bed  near  Prince's  Gate, 
probably  casual  here. 
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Hypericum  humifusvm,  L.  "  Hvde  Park,  1815.  Goodger  and  Eozea's 
Herb."— Fl.  of  M. 

Geranium  wolle,  L.  G.  and  P.,  here  and  there  in  the  open  tiirf,  e.  g., 
in  the  strip,  and  plentiful  near  the  old  g-rassed  road  west  of  the  "  Hiimnne 
Society."     "  Kensington  Gardens."— Fl.  of  M. 

G.  pusillmn.,  L.  P.,  three  plants  near  the  old  grassed  road,  say  fifty 
yards  west  of  the  wall  of  the  Deputy-Hanger's  grounds. 

G.  dissecinm,  L.  P.,  two  plants  in  the  turf  just  across  the  Ring  Road, 
north-east  of  the  Magazine  ;  seems  rare  in  our  limits. 

Erodium  cicutarium,  Sm.  G.,  a  single  plant  under  the  yews  north  of 
the  Palace,  1868,  This  is  probably  a  species  once  plentiful  here,  dying 
out  rather  than  a  casual.     I  could  not  find  it  this  year. 

Ulex  enropcEus,  L.  P.,  several  casual  seedlings  in  a  flower-bed  near 
Prince's  Gate. 

Medicago  Itipulina,  L.  P.,  casual,  in  a  flower-bed  near  Prince's  Gate. 
Also  a  plant  in  a  tree-fence  east  of  the  "  Humdiie  Society." 

Melilotus  arvensis,  Wallr.  P.,  a  plant  in  enclosed  new  turf  fifty  yards 
east  of  Victoria  Gate  ;  casual. 

Trifolium  pratense,  L.  G-.,  casual,  near  the  Albert  Memorial,  in  newly 
sown  turf;  I  have  never  noticed  it  in  the  Park  turf  where  T.  repens  is  so 
abundant. 

T.  subterranevm,  L.  P.,  "Hyde  Park,  1780,  Smith.  Herb.  Linn. 
Soc.  and  E.  B.  1048."— Fl.  of  M. 

T.  glomeratum,  L.  P.,  a  single  plant  in  the  strip  north  of  the  Maga- 
zine. This  interesting  discovery  is  due  to  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould, 
who  first  perceived  this  plant  on  a  joint  Park-searching  expcdiliou 
July  13th,  1871.  I  may  here  acknowledge  my  great  indebtedness  to  that 
gentleman  in  the  compilation  of  this  list. 

T.  repens,  L.  G.  and  P.,  everywhere  a  common  component  of  the 
open  turf,  and  apparently  very  universally  diffused  over  it. 

T.fragiferiwi,  L.  "  Hyde  Park.  Dickson's  Hortus  Siccus  Britannicus. 
London,  1793-1802."— Fl.  of  M. 

T.  minus,  Relhan.  P.,  the  strip  and  the  old  grassed  road  west  of  the 
"Humane  Society,"  where  it  groAvs  plentifully  in  the  open  turf;  the 
grass  is  nearly  always  worth  searching  where  this  occurs  plentifully,  as 
most  of  our  best  park  species  grow  associated  with  this  or  T.  filiforme. 

T.  fliforme,  L.  P.,  in  the  strip,  and  plentiful  near  and  upou  the  old 
grassed  road  west  of  the  "  Humane  Societv."  G.,  in  the  liav-grass  west 
of  the  Palace.  "  Hyde  Park,  1815.  Herb.  Goodger  and  Rozea."— Fl. 
of  M. 

Lotus  corniculotus,  L.      P.,   several  plants  in  the  grassy  road  l('nt:th 
between  tlie  "  Humane  Society  "  and  the  IMagazine  across  the  Ring  Road. 
Fici a  hirsuto,  Koch.     G.,  casual  in  a   tree-fence  near  the  fountains; 
also  nearly  under  the  Serpentine  Bridge  Arch.     P.,  in  a  tree-fence  north- 
east of  the  Magazine  across  the  Ring  Hoad. 

V.  Cracca,  L.  P.,  in  a  flower-bed  near  the  old  Reservoir,  Rev.  W. 
W.  Newbould. 

F.  ang/istifolia,  Roth.  P.,  one  plant  east  of  the  Magnzine,  in  the  turf, 
probably  luitive  ;  casual,  in  newly-sown  grass  enclosed  near  Prince's  Gate. 
"Hyde  Park,  Dickson's  Hortus  Siccus  IBritannicus." — Fl.  of  M. 

OrnilhopHS  perpnsillns,  L.  P.,  two  nicely-podded  plants  in  the  strip  ; 
say  200  yards  north  of  Magazine  and  another  plant  say  fifty  yards  further 
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on.     "Hyde   Park  beyond   the  spring,    1790.     E.  B.  369,   and   Herb. 
Linn.  Soc.     Ibid.  1816.     Herb.  Goodger  and  Rozea."— Fl.  of  M. 

Alclieutilla  urveiisis.  Scop.  P.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  300  yards  north- 
east of  the  Magazine.  "  Hide  Parli.  Johnson's  ed.  of  Gerarde's  Herbal. 
1633."— Fl.  of  M. 

Foteat'dla  reptuns,  L.  G.  and  P.,  common  ;  often  mixed  with  the 
open  turf,  as  in  the  strip  and  old  grassed  road.  "  Hyde  Park,  1817. 
Herb.  Goodger  and  Eozea." — Fl.  of  M. 

P.  TormenllUa,  Schenk.  G.,  a  casual,  in  a  flower  bed  near  Prince's 
Gate ;  evidently  brought  with  peat  earth  for  some  Rhododendrons,  and 
associated  with  Pteris  and  seedlings  of  Rubus. 

Rubus  macrophylliis,  Weihe,  var.  umbrosus,  Arrh.  G.,  several  nice 
bushes  in  the  hedge  which  bounds  the  Gardens  on  the  west  and  runs 
north  from  the  Palace.  This  is  the  R.  carpinifoUus  of  the  Kev.  A, 
Bloxam. 

R.  KoeJderi,  Weihe,  var.  palUdus,  Weihe.  Five  or  six  good  plants  in 
flower  at  intervals  in  the  hedge  which  runs  north  from  the  Palace.  It  is 
interesting  that  the  two  Kensington  Gardens'  subspecies  of  Rubus  should, 
belong  to  two  very  ditterent  sections  of  the  genus. 

Epilobium  montanum,  L.  G.,  plentiful  for  several  years  in  a  flower-bed. 
exactly  in  the  north-west  angle  of  the  Gardens. 

E.  obscurum,  Schreb.  G.,  in  a  flower-bed  near  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  Gardens.     Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould. 

E.  roseuvi,  Schreb.  G.,  A  flower-bed  weed  in  the  south  side  of  Ken- 
sington Gardens  ;  a  plant  brought  to  me  newly  gathered  by  Mr.  New- 
bould. "  Hyde  Park,  opposite  Bays  water  Road.  Irvine's  '  Handbook  of 
British  Plants,'  1858."— Fl.  of  M'. 

Circcea  littetiana,  L.  G.,  in  a  flower-bed  north-west  angle  of  the  Gar- 
dens.    Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould. 

Mi/riophi/llnin  spicatum,  L.  "  Octagon  pond  and  Serpentine  ;  common." 
— Ibid.  Fl.  of  M.  [Note  here  that  no  Callilriche  has  as  yet  been  observed. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find  at  this  time  of  year  any  country  piece  of  Avater 
equal  in  extent  to  the  Serpentine  without  this  genus  being  very  obvious 
in  it.  Are  we  to  infer  that  Callitrlche  stands  smoke  worse  than  Pota- 
mogeton,  ZauniclielUa,  and  Myriophylluin,  all  of  which  the  Serpentine 
yields  ?] 

Montla  fontana,  L.  P.,  "  Frequent  in  Hide  Park.  Merrett." — Fl. 
of  M. 

Helosciad'mm  nodijiorum,  Koch.  Noticed  three  years  ago  in  the  trench 
which  runs  north  of  the  Magazine  and  bounds  Hyde  Park ;  not  seen  this 
year, — See  also  Fl.  of  M. 

Bunliaii  fleXHonum,  With.  G.,  a  common  and  widely-diffused  plant  in 
the  Gardens,  but  not  noticed  in  the  Park.  Ibid. — Fl.  of  M.  [See  the 
note  there  on  the  plant  of  the  Gardens  being  recorded  as  B.  Bulbucas- 
tanum,  L.] 

Slum  latifoUnm,  L.     "  Byde  Park.     Cockfield."      (1813).— Fl.  of  M. 

Mthum  Cynapimu,  L.  G.,  sown  ground  west  of  the  Albert  Me- 
morial, etc. 

Galium  Aparine,  L.  P.,  twice  in  tree-fences  300  yards  north-east 
of  the  Magazine ;  casuals. 

G.  verum,  L.  P.,  in  the  strip  near  the  trench  side;  the  patch  is  a 
yard  or  more  in  length.     I   recorded  this  in  Fl.  of  M.  as   G.  saxatile 
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wronoly.     The  young  states  of  each  phiiit  are  more  alike  than  a  reader 
woiihl  suppose.     G.,  in  the  hay-grass  east  of  the  Palace. 

Tiissilafjo  Fnrfara,  L.  G.,  on  an  earth  mound  north-west  side  of  the 
Serpentine  Briilge  near  the  "  Humane  Society  "  to  the  east,  enclosed. 

Erigeron  canademk,  L.  P.,  several  plants  just  across  the  road  near 
the  Hunuiue  Society's  Receiving-house,  and  a  stray  in  several  tree-fences 
near  it. 

Bellis  perennis,  L.  G.  and  P.,  here  and  there  ;  but  very  large  spaces 
of  the  open  turf  are  without  a  daisy-root. 

Bidens  cernua,  L.  "  Ditch  between  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gar- 
dens."—Fl.  of  M. 

Achillea  Millefolium,  L.  G.  and  P.,  everywhere ;  perhaps  the  com- 
monest composite  after  Taraxacum  in  tiie  open  turf  and  path  edges. 

Aritheiiiis  nobilis,  L.  G.,  a  patch  of  some  size  in  the  closely-mown 
lawn  turf  round  some  flower-beds  on  the  south  side  of  Kensington  Palace. 
Probably  this  tnrf  has  been  carried  in  from  a  distance. 

Chrysaidhemum  inodorum,  L.  G.  and  P.,  generally  appears  on  the  hard 
bare  spots  in  each  and  is  not  unfrequeut. 

C.  Chamomilla,  E.  Mey.  P.,  a  stray  plant  or  two,  about  350  yards 
north-east  of  the  Magazine. 

C.  Leucanthemuvi,  L.  G.  and  P.,  but  I  have  only  seen  it  thrice  in  real 
Park  turf  in  the  strip  north  of  the  Magazine,  but  it  is  common  in  newly- 
sown  enclosed  places,  e.  g.  between  Victoria  and  Cumberland  Gate. 
"  Hyde  Park  in  the  turf,  1868."— Fl.  of  M. 

Artemisia  vulgaris,  L.  P.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  300  yards  north-east 
of  the  Magazine. 

Senecio  vulgaris,  L.     G.  and  P.,  not  common. 

Carduus  lanceolatus,  L.  P.  and  G.,  here  and  there,  not  common  ;  e.g. 
in  the  trench. 

C.  arveiisis,  L.  G.  and  P.,  e.  g.  in  the  strip,  plentiful  on  the  trench 
sides. 

Lapsana  communis,  L.  G.,  in  the  hedge  running  north  of  the  Palace 
plentifid,  and  elsewhere. 

Hypochteris  radicata,  L.  P.,  the  strip  in  the  turf;  also  in  the  road 
edges  near  Cumberland  Gate.     "  Hyde  Park,  Newbould." — Fl.  of  M. 

LeontodoH  hispidus,  L.  P.,  one  plant  in  the  turf  aljout  halfway  between 
the  Magazine  and  the  Hanger's  House. 

L.  autiimnalis,  L.  P.,  not  uncommon,  at  the  south  end  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Serpentine,  etc. 

TragopogoH  pratensis,  L.  P.,  casual,  introduced  with  grass  seeds  near 
Alexandra  Gate.  Likely  enougii  to  be  "  minor,"  but  I  could  not  settle 
the  question  from  this  individual  plant. 

Taraxacum  officinale,  Wigg.  G.  and  P.,  a  common  component  of  tlie 
open  turf,  though  it  seldom  gets  the  chance  of  flowering. — Var.  erythro- 
spermiim,  Andrz.  P.,  in  the  strip  associated  with  Lepigonum  rubrum  and 
reronica  arveusis,  L.  In  the  same  company,  near  the  old  grassed  road 
west  of  the  "  Humane  Society,"  and  again  on  some  hard,  higher  ground 
east  of  it. 

SoncJius  oleraceus,  L.  P.,  in  the  pathway  edge  near  Victoria  Gate; 
doubtless  elsewhere. 

S.  asper,  Hoffm.  P.,  in  the  railed  enclosure  of  the  Magazine ;  again 
in  a  tree-fence  200  yards  north-east  across  the  Ring  lload. 
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iS*.  arvensis,  L.  G.,  a  root  or  two  on  an  earth-heap  to  the  north-wrst 
of  the  Serpentine  Biidge  ;  cnsiial. 

Crepis  virens,  L.  A  pL-iiit  in  the  turf  south  of  the  site  of  the  old 
Gravel  Pit ;  rare  in  open  grass,  but  several  plants  in  the  Magazine  en- 
closure. 

Campanula  rotutiJifuIla,  L.  P.,  five  or  six  plants  will  reward  a  careful 
search  in  the  strip  north  of  the  Magazine.  These  are  most  interesting 
survivors  of  the  original  Park  herbage.     G.,  turf  near  the  Greenhouse. 

Cuscuta  europcea.  "  Hyde  Park,  in  the  sunk  ditch  under  the  wall  of 
Kensington  Gardens  on  nettles  and  thistles,  1820  and  1831  ;  Bennett 
(v.  s.)." — PI.  of  M.  The  thistles  and  nettles  still  remain  here,  but 
where  is  the  great  Dodder  ? 

Convolvtdns  sepimn,  L.  A  weed  in  a  flower-bed  in  the  south  of  the 
Gardens  ;  gathered  by  the  Eev.  W.  W.  Newbould.  P.,  near  the  Reser- 
voir, in  flower-beds. 

C.  arvensis,  L.  P.,  in  a  flower-bed  near  Buck  Hill  Gate  ;  again  near 
the  Eeservoir. 

Solarium  nigrum,  L.  G.,  a  weed  in  flower-beds  near  Lancaster  Gate. 
P.,  several  plants  200  yards  north-east  of  the  Magazine  in  a  rubbish-heap 
place. 

8.  Dulcamara,  L.  G.,  in  the  hedge  which  bounds  the  gardens  north 
of  the  Palace;  plentiful  at  intervals  for  200  yards  in  among  the  planted 
hedge  OraUerjus. 

Veronica  arvensis,  L.  P.,  not  uncommon  in  the  turf  of  the  strip  north 
of  the  Magazine ;  also  fairly  common  about  the  old  grassed  road  west 
of  the  Humane  Society's  Eeceiving-house. 

V.  agrestis,  L.  "Kensington  Gardens,  Warren,  v.  s." — Fl.  of  M.  I 
find  this  record,  which  must  apply  to  1869  or  earlier.  I  have  not  seen 
the  plant  since  and  cannot  recall  its  finding  specially.  Mr.  Newbould  has 
seen  it  thrice  this  year. 

V.  pvlita.  Pries.     P.,  a  weed  near  Buck  Hill  Gate,  in  a  bed. 

V.  Buxbamnii,  Pen,  P.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  300  yards  north-east 
of  the  Magazine. 

Scutellaria  galericulala,  L.  "  Kensington  Gardens.  Herb.  Goodger 
and  Eozea,  1817."— Fl.  of  M. 

Nepeta  Glechoma,  Benth.     P.,  railed  round  at  the  Magazine,  south  side. 

Frnnella  vulgaris,  L.  P.,  native;  five  or  six  plants  in  the  turf  just 
west  of  the  Magazine  and  across  the  Eing  Road. 

Miiosotis  arvensis,  Hotfm.     P.,  a  weed  near  Buck  Hill  Gate. 

M  palustris,  With.  G.,  casual,  in  a  flower-bed  ni  the  south  of  the 
Gardens  •   gathered  by  the  Eev.  W.  W.  Newbould. 

Lamium  purpurenm,  L.  G.,  a  weed  in  a  flower-bed  near  Lancaster 
Gate.     "  Kensington  Gardens."— Fl.  of  M. 

Stachys  sylvatica,  L.  Say  a  dozen  plants  nearly  m  the  north-west 
ano-le  of  the  Gardens,  in  a  flower-bed  near  Epilobmm  montanum,  L. 

'^Anaqallis  arvensis,  L.  &.,  casual  in  newly-sown  grass  near  Prince  s 
Gate.     P.,  also  in  a  tree-fence  north-east  of  the  Magazme  across  the  Rmg 

""mantaqo  Coronopns,  L.  P.,  a  few  plants  near  an  old  grassed  roadway 
west  of  the  Ranger's  House.  "  Hyde  Park.  Milne  and  Gordon  s  '  In- 
digenous Botany,' etc.,  1793."— Fl.  of  M. 

P  lanceolata,  L.  G.  and  P.,  is  certandy  much  less  common  m  the 
open  turf  than  P.  major,  but  I  have  seen  it  there  frequently  also. 
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P.  major,  L.  G.  and  P.,  everywhere;  a  common  plant  of  the  opea 
turf. 

ClicMopod'mni  album,  L.  P.,  casual,  in  newly-sown  laud  between  Rotten 
Row  and  the  Serpentine ;  again  in  a  tree-fence  near  the  old  gravel-pit's 
site. 

C.  pohjspermum,  L.  P.,  in  a  bed  near  Alexandra  Gate.  Rev.  W.  W. 
Newbould. 

G.  miirale,  L.  P.,  a  weed  in  a  flower-bed  just  before  entering?  the 
gardens  at  theu*  north-east  angle,  1868  ;  several  plants  there  this  year. 
See  Fl.  of  M. 

Airiphx  patida,  var.  angustifoUa,  Sm.  P.,  in  flower-beds  near  Prince's 
Gate  and  elsewhere. 

Polygonum  amphibinm,  L.  G.,  several  beds  iti  the  Serpentine  between 
the  bridge  and  the  fountains.  "Abundant  in  the  Serpentine,  1868." — 
PI.  of  M.     /3.  terrestre,  some  plants  on  land  adjoining  the  former  beds, 

P.  lapathifoliam,  L.  P.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  north-east  of  the 
Magazine,  say  300  yards,  near  where  the  gravel  pit  used  to  be. 

P.' Perslcaria,  L.  P.,  casual,  a  plant  enclosed  near  the  Humane 
Society's  Receiving-house.  G.,  in  some  quantity  in  a  flower-bed  near 
the  north-west  an^le  of  the  Gardens. 

P.  Hydropiper,  L.  G.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  west  of  the  fountains  and 
near  them. 

P.  adcidare,  L.     G  and  P.,  everywhere  in  path-edges  and  bare  places. 

P.  Convolvulus,  L.  P.,  casual,  in  a  tree-fence  300  yards  north-east  of 
the  Magazine. 

Riimex  viridis,  Sibth.  P.,  a  good  many  plants  at  the  very  bottom  of 
the  trench  running  north  of  the  Magazine.  G.,  plentiful  in  a  flower-bed 
near  the  north-west  angle  of  the  Gardens. 

R.  obtusifoUns,  Auct.  G.  and  P.,  here  and  there,  near  the  trench,  etc. 
Not  uncommon.  Some  fine  plants  at  the  margin  of  the  north  end  of  the 
Serpentine  among  the  shrub-beds. 

k.  crispus,  L.  P.,  casual,  and  enclosed  near  Victoria  Q-ate.  Else- 
where in  similar  situations.  I  gathered  one  very  stunted  specimen  in  the 
turf  of  the  "  strip  "  north  of  the  Magazine. 

R.  Acetosa,  L.  P.,  local.  A  tuft  under  some  trees  due  west  of  the 
Magazine,  and  several  more  about  the  old  grassed  road  west  of  the  "  Hu- 
mane Society."     Much  less  common  than  the  next  in  our  limits. 

R.  Acetosella,  L.  G.  and  P.,  plentiful  in  the  turf  of  the  strip  running 
north  of  the  Magazine.     Much  commoner  than  the  last. 

Eapliorbia  Peplus,  L.  G.,  a  weed  from  a  flower-bed  in  the  south  of 
the  Gardens.      Gathered  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Newbould. 

E.  Helioscopia,  L.     A  weed  in  a  bed  near  Buck  Hill  Gate. 

Mercurialk  annua,  L.  P.,  in  a  flower-bed  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Serpentine  one  plant. 

Urtica  dioica,  L.  G.,  in  the  Magazine  enclosure.  P.,  a  stray  plant  (u* 
two  in  bare  places.     Not  common. 

U.  tarns,  L.  G.,  a  weed  near  the  Albert  Memorial,  etc.  P.,  twenty 
or  thirty  plants  under  a  clump  of  trees  north-west  of  the  Magazine,  near 
where  the  gravel  pit  used  to  be. 

Elodea  canadensis,  Rich.  Octagon  pond  and  Serpentine,  common. 
"  Serpentine,  Kensington  Gardens,  where  it  flowers  profusely." — Fl.  of  .M. 

Juncus  bufonius,  L.     P.,  in  a  flower-bed  near  Prince's  Gate,  probably 
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casual.     Several  plants  tliere.     It  o;re\v  witL  other  casuals,  and  I  have  no 
JnncHS  out  of  a  flower-bed  to  record  yet  in  this  list. 

Luzitla  campesiris,  L.     "  Hyde  Park,  Merrett,  1666."— PI.  of  M. 
B/tlomus  mnhellat.Ks,  L.     "  Bavswater  canal  in  Kensington  Gardens. 
Herb.  Goodger  and  Rozea,  1817.''— Fl.  of  M. 

Lemna  polyrrhiza,  L.  "  Serpentine,  Herb.  Devon  Institution,  Exeter." 
— Fl.  of  M. 

Potamogeton  perfoUatiis,  L.  "  Ornamental  basins  at  head  of  Serpen- 
tine. "—Fl.  of  M.  ' 

P.  crispus,  L.  Octagon  pond  alnuidant,  and  Serpentine,  but  less  so  in 
the  latter.     "  Ornamental  basins  at  head  of  Serpentine." — El.  of  M. 

P.  ohlusifolins,  Koch.  "  In  the  great  circular  pond  opposite  Kensing- 
ton Palace,  Herb.  Hardwicke,  1840-1855."— El.  of  IM. 

P.  pHsillns,  L.  Many  tufts  of  this  may  be  found  by  taking  a  boat 
anywhere  north  of  the  Serpentine  Bridge,  and  from  thence  to  the  foun- 
tains. 

P.  pectinatus,  L.  (Syme,  E.  B.).  Gathered  several  times  in  silu  from 
a  boat  between  the  Serpentine  Bridge  and  the  fountains,  but  not  so  abun- 
dant this  year  as  either  P.  pusiUus  or  Znnnicliellia  there.  This  is  curious, 
as  I  And  no  previous  note  for  either  of  these,  while  P.  pectinatus  is  weU 
known  as  a  Serpentine  plant  from  early  times.  I  see  by  El.  of  M.  that 
I  also  got  it  from  the  octagon  pond  in  some  year  anterior  to  1869.  The 
following  notes  are  from  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex ': — "  Serpentine  River, 
Hyde  Park,  Hudson's  'Flora  Anglica,'  1762.  The  P.  zosteracem  (Bab. 
Man.  eds.  1,  2)  of  the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park,  Dr.  J.  A.  Power,  was  a  form 
of  pect'matus.  The  locality  was  omitted  in  subsequent  editions,  when  the 
name  was  changed  to  P.flabeUatus,  nor  is  it  (the  locality)  given  in  a 
list  by  Mr.  Babington  of  localities  for  the  latter  plant  in  Phyt.  iv.  1160." 
I  only  see  in  my  specimens  ordinary  pectinatus. 

Zamiichellia  palusfris,  L.  Octagon  pond  and  Serpentine  common. 
Can  be  easily  gathered  floating  on  the  margin  of  either.  This  plant 
fruits  nicely  here,  and  is  eu-palnstris  and  not  Z.  pedicillata.  Fries.  If  the 
botanist  takes  a  boat,  he  vn\\  find  great  cpiantities  growing  between  the 
bridge  and  fountains  nearly  all  the  way. 

Carex  muricata,  L.  P.,  in  the  strip  north  of  the  Magazine  one  plant, 
and  a  fair  quantity  of  the  plant  just  across  the  Eing  Eoad  due  west  of  the 
Magazine.  "  Hyde  Park,  Mr.  Groult.  Notes  by  Sir  E.  Smith  in  B.  M. 
on  the  original  drawings  for  E.  B.,  1790-1814,  and  Kew  Herb." — 
El.  of  M. 

C.  ovalis,  Good.     "  Kensington  Gardens,  E.  B."— Fl.  of  M. 
C.  flava,   L.     "Hyde    Park,   1817,    Herb.    Goodger    and    Eozea." — 
Fl.  of  M. 

C  hirta,  L.     P.,  in  the  strip  north  of  the  Magazine,  and  again  be- 
tween it  and  the  "  Humane  Society,  across  the  road  a  good  many  plants." 
Phalaris  arundinacea,  L.     "Serpentine,  1813,  Herb.  Devonian  Insti- 
tution, Exeter."— El.  of  M. 

Anthoxanthum  odoratum,  L.  G.,  casual,  in  some  sown  ground  opposite 
the  Albert  Hall.  I  have  not  seen  it  in  the  genuine  Park  turf.  Seems  a 
grass  impatient  of  smoke. 

Phleum  pratense,  L.  G.  and  P.,  plentiful  in  much  of  the  open  turf  of 
the  Park. 

Alopecurus  pratensis,  L.  G.  and  P.,  a  component  of  the  genuine  Park 
turf;  connnon. 
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A.  a(/rentis,  L.  G.,  a  plant  close  to  tlie  railings  just  before  you  come 
to  the  bridge  over  the  Serpentine,  going  south.  Another  gathered  for 
me  in  the  south  of  the  Gardens  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newbould. 

Jgrostis  vulgaris.  With.  G.  and  P.,  abundant  over  most  of  the  Park 
turf.     "  Kensington  Gardens."— Fl.  of  M. 

A.  aUja,  L.  P.,  here  and  there  in  the  turf  between  the  Humane  So- 
ciety's Receiving-house  up  towards  near  the  Magazine. 

Aira  flexnosa,  L.  Casual,  among  newly-sown  grass  between  the  south 
side  of  the  Serpentine  and  Rotten  Row. 

A.  caspUosa,  L.  In  an  over-grown  flower-bed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
palace  ;  casual.     Also  on  a  heap  of  peat-earth  near  Molinia. 

A.  carT/ophyllea,  L.  "  Hyde  Park.  Dickson,  Hortus  Siccus  Britan- 
nicus,  London,  1792-1802."— Fl.  of  M. 

A.  pracox,  L.  "  Hvde  Park,  1816.  Herb.  Devonian  Institution, 
Exeter."— Fl.  of  M. 

Apera  Spica-venti,  Beauv.  P.,  casual,  but  plentiful  in  a  newly-sowa 
piece  of  turf  due  south  of  the  Serpentine,  and  between  it  and  Rotten  Row. 

Aveiia  Jlavescens,  L.  P.,  in  the  strip,  and  again  in  some  plenty  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  Park ;  abundant  al^out  the  old  grassed  road  and  thence 
towards  the  gravel-pits'  site  ;  certainly  a  native  grass  of  the  turf,  and  thinly 
spread  at  intervals  over  the  whole  western  herbage  of  the  Park,  even 
reaching  the  statue  of  Achilles.  G.,  plentiful  in  the  hay-grass  east  of  the 
Palace,  and  again  in  the  patch  where  the  yews  grow  north  of  it.  "  Hyde 
Park,  1817.  Herb.  Goodger  and  Rozea,"  and  several  later  records. — 
Fl.  of  M. 

Arrhetiatherum  avenaceum,  Beauv.  P.,  a  single  plant  in  some  mea- 
dow-looking grass  200  yards  east  of  the  Magazine,  not  far  from  the  site 
of  the  old  gravel  pit. 

Holciis  lunatns,  L.  P.,  about  three  specimens  gathered  in  the  open 
turf  in  the  north-west  corner  of  Hyde  Park,  say  100  yards  within  the 
Ring  Road,  stunted  and  poorly  grown.  I  had  to  search  the  Park  many 
times  before  I  found  any. 

H.  mollis,  L.     G.,  casual ;  some  fine  plants  with  Molima  (q.  v.). 

Kcelerla  cristata,  Pers.  G.,  three  or  four  tufts  in  flower  this  year  close 
to  the  iron  hurdles  which  bouiid  the  h:iy-grass  on  the  east  side  of  the  Palace. 
It  is  curious  that  till  18G6  this  plant  had  no  Middlesex  record.  This 
was  to  me  a  most  unexpected  addition  to  our  list. 

Molinia  ccevalea,  Moench.  G.,  casual,  just  north  of  the  Palace  near  a 
greenhouse  there  is  an  enclosed  heap  of  peaty  soil  for  the  garden-beds ; 
upon  this  grow  20  or  30  fine  plants  of  Molinia.  There  are  also  here 
Pteris,  Aira  flexnosa,  Torwentilla  officinalis,  and  other  nice  plants. 

Poa  annna,  L.  P.  and  G.,  the  main  ingretlient  of  the  herbage  in  both. 
The  most  smoke-enduring  of  grasses. 

P.  triviaUs,  L.  P.  and  G.,  rather  less  common  than  P.  pi'atensis,  but 
native  here  also. 

P.  pralensis,  L.  G.  and  P.,  fairly  conuuon ;  certainly  a  native  Park 
grass. 

P.  7iemoraUs,  L.  P.,  casual,  here  and  there  in  a  newly-sown  and 
enclosed  piece  of  turf  between  the  Serpentine  and  Rotten  Row,  and  due 
south  of  the  former.     "  Kensington  Gardens.     Morris,  v.  s." — Fl.  of  M. 

Glj/ceria  aqnatica,  Sm.  "  Serpentine,  1813.  Herb.  Devonian  Insti- 
tution, Exeter."— Fl.  of  M. 
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f^clerochloa  disfans,  Bab.  P.,  casual,  here  and  there  in  a  newly-sown 
piece  of  turf  due  south  of  the  Serpentine,  aud  between  it  and  Rotten  Row. 

Cyiiosurus  criistatits,  L.  P.,  common  in  the  open  turf,  crossing  the 
Park  from  about  opposite  Albion  Street  southwards ;  also  in  the  strip 
he.e  and  there,  and  across  the  road  towards  where  the  old  gravel-pits  used 
to  be ;  also  fairly  diffused  over  the  whole  western  Park  side. 

Dactylis  glomerata,  L.  G.  aud  P.,  a  general  ingi'edient  of  the  open 
park  turf. 

Festuca  sciuroides.  Roth.     P.,  a  few  tufts  near  the  old  grassed  road, 
west  of  the  "  Humane  Society,"  associated  with  Flantago  Coro)wpus,  L., 
and  Sagina  ciliata,  Fries.     "  Kensiugton  Gardens,  Notes  by  Winch  and 
New  Bot.  Guide,  103."— Fl.  of  M. 

F.  ovina,  L.  P.,  local  or  overlooked ;  a  few  plants  in  the  strip 
between  the  Ring  Road  and  Kensington  Gardens  trench.  "  Hyde  Park, 
S.  Gray,  Herb.  Devonian  Institution,  Exeter." — Fl.  of  M. 

F.  dtiriuscula,  L.  P.,  here  and  there,  as  in  the  strip  and  near  the 
old  grassed  road  ;  also  in  part  of  the  open  turf  south  of  the  old  gravel- 
pit,  etc.  G.,  in  the  hay- grass  east  of  Palace,  common.  "  Kensington 
Gardens,  Morris,  1850, "v.  s."— Fl.  of  M. 

i\  pratensis,  Huds.  P.,  between  the  Serpentine  Bridge  aud  Rotten 
Row,  to  the  south-east,  among  bad  and  newly-sown  turf;  but  I  have 
not  yet  gathered  this  in  the  real  open  turf  north  of  the  Serpentine. 

Biomus  asper,  L.  G.,  above  a  dozen  plants  in  an  overgrown  and  long 
unweeded  enclosure  running  north  from  the  Palace  and  bounding  the 
Gardens.  This  plant  possesses  all  the  characters  of  true  B.  aspei\  as 
distinguished  from  B.  serotinus  of  Beneken.  (See  Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  YIII. 
pp.  376-379.) 

Serrafulcus  mollis,  Pari.  P.  and  G.,  thinly  but  generally  distributed 
in  the  open  turf. 

S.  racemosus,  Pari.  P.,  casual,  a  single  plant  from  some  bare  inter- 
vals in  the  turf,  north-east  of  the  Humane  Society's  Receiving-house. 

Triiicum  7-epevs,  L.  G.  and  P.,  here  and  thei'e,  on  an  earth-mound  to 
the  north  of  the  .Serpentine  Bridge,  etc. 

Hordeum pratense,  Huds.  P.,  in  the  turf  soon  after  ynu  cross  the  road, 
200  yards  east  of  the  Magazine,  a  tuft  of  some  dozen  good  spikes. 

H.  muriiium,  L.  G.  and  P.,  common,  near  the  old  grassy  road, 
and  abundant  at  the  east  end  of  the  Serpentine,  and  in  many  path  edges. 

LoUui/i  peremie,  L.  G.  and  P.,  next  to  Poa  annua  the  chief  factor  in 
metropolitan  herbage.     See  Fl.  of  ]\I. 

L.  italicum,  Braun.  Casual,  on  an  earth-heap  north  of  the  bridge 
and  near  it. 

Equisetum  arvense,  L.     P.,  casual,  in  a  flower-bed  near  Prince's  Gate. 

Fttris  aquilina,  L.  G.,  casual,  near  Prince's  Gate  in  a  flower-bed, 
introduced  with  peat-earth  for  Rhododendrons.  '•  Hyde  Park,  about 
1825,  Pamplin."— Fl.  of  xM. 

Chara  vulgaris,  L.  G.,  Octagon  Pond,  floating  at  the  side  amongst 
Zatinichellia. 
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ON  THE  GENUS  FALLOPIA,  Lour.    ■ 
By  H.  F.  Hance,  Ph.D. 

la  his  '  Flora  Cocluuchiueiisis,'  published  at  Lisbon  In  1790,  Loureiro 
described,  under  the  name  of  Fallopla  ncrooia,  a  small  tree  which  he 
referred  to  the  Linngeati  class  and  Order  Polyandria  Monogyriia,  with  the 
following;  generic  character: — "Calyx  comumnis  12-phyllus,  foliolis  laii- 
ceolato-linearibus  deciduis,  contineus  3  floscnlos.  Perianthiiun  proprium 
nullum.  Petala  5,  ovata,  subpateutia,  calyce  longiora.  Nectarium  foliolis 
5,  ovato-oblongis,  parvulis,  erectis,  aequalibus.  Staminum  filamenta  50 
ciroiter,  filiformia,  inaequalia,  receptaculo  inheerentia  ;  antherae  subrotundce. 
Germen  subrotundum,  siiperum  ;  stylus  crassus,  subulalus,  brevior  slami- 
nibus  ;  stigma  simplex.  Bacca  subrotunda,  i-locularis,  4-sperma.  Se- 
mina  subrotunda."  He  states  it  to  inhabit  waste  places  around  Canton, 
and  to  be  about  eight  feet  high,  with  spreading  branches,  a  tenacious 
hemp-like  bark,  ovate-lanceolate  nerved  subserrate  smooth  leaves,  and 
white  flowers  in  small  terminal  clusters. 

Willdenow,  who  republished  the  work  at  Berlin  three  years  later,  added 
notes,  with  a  view  to  correct  the  faulty  determinations  of  Loureiro,  and  to 
reduce  to  their  proper  places  as  synonyms  the  many  genera  erroneously 
described  by  him  as  new.  Since,  however,  he  passes  over  Fallopla  with- 
out any  observation  (i.  109),  it  is  evident  he  could  make  nothing  of  it. 
Nor  do  subsequent  botanists  appear  to  have  been  more  successful.  I 
have  searched  for  it  in  vain  in  De  CandoUe's  '  Prodroraus,'  Bartling's 
'  Ordines,'  Reichenbach's  '  Conspectus  '  and  '  Repertorium  Herbarii,' 
Perleb's  '  Clavis,'  Endlicher's  '  Genera  '  and  '  Enchiridion,'  Lindley's 
'  Natural  System  '  and  '  Vegetable  Kingdom,'  IMeissuer's  '  Genera,' 
Dietrich's  '  Synopsis  Plantarum,'  and  Beiitham  and  Hooker's  '  Genera ; ' 
and  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  it  has  escaped  the  notice  of  all 
modern  system atists,  and  so  to  say,  slipped  out  of  memory,  being  found 
neither  as  a  received  genus,  a  synonym,  or  even  relegated  to  the  limbo  of 
"  planttB  incertae  sedis,"  in  any  classification  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
The  only  reference  to  it  with  which  I  am  acquainted  is  in  the  '  Ciiinese 
Chrestomathy '  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bridgman,  published  at  Macao  in 
1841,  where  it  is  mentioned  (p.  -ISS)  as  growing  wild  on  the  islands  near 
Macao  ;  and  it  is  added  that  the  leaves  are  gathered  by  the  Chinese  as  a 
substitute  for  tea. 

I  had  long  been  greatlv  perplexed  as  to  the  shrub  intended,  and  had 
for  several  years  made  from  time  to  time  fruitless  efibrts  to  discover  it ; 
and  it  is  only  quite  recently  that  inquiries  instituted  by  friends  amongst 
the  Canton  herbalists  have  resulted  in  Grewla  Microcos,  L.,  being  pro- 
duced as  the  plant  known  by  the  Chinese  name  given  by  Loureiro.  The 
characters  assigned  to  Fallopla,  through  a  misconception  of  the  floral 
structure,  by  Loureiro,  would  have  scarcely  led  one  to  suspect  this  to  be 
the  plant  intended  by  him,  but  1  have  no  doubt  such  is  the  case  ;  and, 
when  these  characters  ai"e  properly  interpreted,  they  will  be  found  to 
agree  very  well.  Thus,  the  'calyx  communis'  is  the  involucre,  the 
number  of  whose  component  bracts  is  not  mentioned  by  De  CandoUe, 
Roxburgh,  Wight  and  Aniott  or  Miquel,  but  stated  by  Dietrich  (Synops. 
Plant,  iv.  238)  to  be  7,  and  by  Bentham  (Fl.  liongk.  42)  to  be  3  to  6, 
but  whicii  I  find  8  to  10,  and  some  of  these  not  unfreqnently  laciniate  or 
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bifid;  the  'floseuli'  nre  the  flowers,  usually,  ns  stated,  ternate  ;  the 
sepals,  being;  coloured  internally,  were  mistaken  for  petals  ;  and  the  petals 
themselves,  being  less  than  half  as  long  the  sepals,  and  furnished  with  a 
foveola  and  gland,  were  described  as  *  nectarii  foveola.'  The  fruit  is  in 
reality  a  drupe,  composed  of  three  confluent  1-celled  1-seeded  pyrensp ; 
and  it  must  have  been  imperfect  examination  which  led  Loureiro  to 
describe  it  as  1-celled  and  4-seeded.  His  account  of  the  habit  and 
specific  characters  of  the  plant  is  good.  Its  employment,  recorded  by 
Dr.  Bridgman,  by  the  poorer  Chinese  as  a  succedaneum  for  tea,  seems 
dictated  by  a  not  unwise  instinct,  since  Endlicher  observes  (Enchirid. 
Bot.  .524)':  "  Grewia  Microcos  cortice  amaro-aromatico  foliisque  adstriu- 
gentibus  commendatur." 

It  follows  from  the  above  that  Arsis  rugosa,  Lour.,  given  by  all  writers 
as  a  synonym  of  Grewia  Microcos,  must  be  a  different  plant.  To  judge 
from  the  description,  it  is  most  likely  a  Grewia  with  exinvolucrate  cymules, 
belonging  to  the  section  Ompliacarpus.* 
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PLANTS. 

By  T.  R.  Archer  Briggs. 

Ranvnciilus  avricomus,  L.  This  is  local  about  Plymouth,  and  it 
seems  that  very  few  stations  are  recorded  for  it  across  the  Tamar,  in 
Cornwall.  It  occurs  in  the  east  of  this  county,  on  a  bank  (for  about 
twenty  yards)  by  the  Torpoint  and  Liskeard  turnpike,  close  to  the  en- 
trance gate  to  Sconner  House  grounds  ;  also,  but  very  sparingly,  by  the 
same  road,  close  to  the  seventh  milestone  from  Torpoint. 

Banunculus  hirsufxs,  Curt.  Sometimes  this  appears  only  as  a  casual 
in  waste  spots  by  salt  water  and  in  arable  land,  but  it  is  at  least  a 
colonist  at  St.  Jolni's,  Cornwall,  about  four  miles  from  Plymouth  ;  and 
this  summer  (1871)  I  have  found  it  so  plentiful  in  a  marsh  at  the  head 
of  Denabole  "Lake,"  a  tidal  inlet  from  the  Lyriher.  in  the  same  county, 
that  I  should  consider  it  a  native  if  there  were  not  a  flour-mill  near.  In 
May,  1868,  it  occurred  in  damp  spots  in  a  lane  near  a  farmhouse,  a  little 
to  the  north-west  of  Battisborough  Cross,  as  well  as  in  a  field  near.  The 
lighter  hue  of  both  its  foliage  and  flowers  renders  it  distinguishable  from 
R.  biiIbos2is  and  R.  repens  at  some  distance. 

RaJinnculus  arvensis,  L.  Very  rare,  and  only  as  acasiial.  Pour  plants 
amoncrst  wheat  in  the  field  opposite  Antony  Lodge,  near  Torpoint,  Corn- 
wall, May,  1871. 

Helhljoras  viridis,  L.  This  is  generally  seen  growing  in  a  patch  or 
two  iti  an  orchard,  or  on  a  hedgebank  by  an  old  garden, — as  at  Trehan, 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen,  Cornwall,  where  it  occurs  near  plants  of 
Secliim  Telephium,  a  species  very  frequently  met  with  close  to  old  farm- 
houses or  villages,  but  rarely  found  in   wilder  spots.      At    Pill,   near 

*  An  examination  of  Loureiro's  specimens  of  Arsis  in  the  British  Museum 
appeans  to  sustain  Dr.  Hance's  surmise  as  to  the  absence  of  an  involucre.  In 
otlior  respects  they  arc  vers'  similar  to  G.  Microcos,  L.,  slightly  differing,  however,  in 
being  more  glabrous,  having  fewer-flowered  panicles  and  smaller  leaves.  Unfor- 
tuuiitcly  there  is  no  specimen  of  I'allopia  among  Loureii-o's  plants. — H.  T. 
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Saltash,  in  tlie  same  county,  where  it  was  first  found  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Holmes,  it  is  associated  with  Ornithogalum.  umbellatiim ;  and  in  an  orchard 
near  Burrington  House,  Weston  Peverell,  Devon,  it  appears  witii  Aa;-- 
cissiis  hifiorm  and  a  semi-double  form  of  N.  poeticus. 

Berberis  vulgaris,  L.  Mostly  in  hedgerows  near  gardens  or  by  houses, 
but  I  consider  this  shrub  indigenous  in  a  few  spots,  as  by  a  creek  from 
St.  John's  "  Lake,"  Cornwall,  whence  I  have  previously  recorded  it.  It 
may  be  wild,  also,  in  a  hedgerow  between  Widey  and  Egg  Buckland. 
vicarage,  where  it  extends  for  about  two  or  three  yards  ;  there  is  also  a 
single  bush  on  the  side  of  a  hedgebank  by  a  field  above  the  valley  to  tlie 
west  of  Egg  Buckland  church. 

Papaver  dubium.,  L.  The  common  representative  of  this  about  Ply- 
mouth seems  to  be  P.  Lamottei,  Bor.  ;  but,  if  Professor  Babington's 
character  of  the  "sap  becoming  dark  yellow  in  the  air"  be  decisive  to 
mark  P.  Lecoqii,  Lamotte,  we  have  the  latter  also,  as  the  sap  of  a  Poppy 
now  growing  at  Lipson  has  unquestionably  this  property ,  unlike  that  of 
all  the  other  long-headed  Poppies  that  1  have  tried.  I  cannot,  however, 
find  any  other  good  mark  of  distinction  between  this  Lipson  plant  and 
the  others,  although  in  it  the  contraction  of  the  capsule  above  the  torus 
seems  rather  greater  than  in  those  of  them  with  which  I  have  com- 
pared it. 

Hypericum  batictoii,  Boiss.  ;  H.  undulatnm,  Schousb.  This  occurs 
rather  jjlentifuUy  in  boggy  spots  surrounded  by  copse-wood  at  Warleigh, 
about  five  miles  from  Plymouth.  Another  "Devonian  station,  where  I 
first  met  with  it  last  year,  is  the  banks  of  a  small  tributary  of  the  Yealra, 
on  the  southern  border  of  Dartmoor  ;  but  there  it  grows  only  sparingly. 

Geranium  Robertianum,  b.  purpureum,  Forst.  (Lond.  Cat.  ed.  6). 
Growing  abundantly  from  between  stones  against  a  bank  at  Holes  Hole, 
in  the  parish  of  Beer  Ferris,  by  the  side  of  the  (at  that  spot)  tidal  Tamar, 
June,  1871.  At  a  distance  this  looks  almost  intermediate  between  typi- 
cal Robertianum  and  G.  lucidum,  from  its  small  flowers,  vividly-coloured 
stems,  and  nearly  glabrous  condition. 

Medicago  denticidata,  Willd.  Not  general  even  on  the  coast,  but  there 
I  consider  it  indigenous.  Plentiful  in  grassy  spots  about  a  cliff  at  Port 
Wrincle,  Whitsand  Bay,  Cornwall,  May,  I8?l;  also  on  a  bank  on  the 
Devon  side  of  the  Tamar  at  Holes  Hole,  growing  with  Salvia  verbeuaca, 
June,  1871. 

Trigotiella  ornithopodioides,  De  Cand.  This  occurs  in  too  nuuiy  locali- 
ties about  Plymouth  to  be  considered  rare,  though  its  maritime  tendencies 
render  it  local.  Noticed  this  year  (1871)  at  the  following  unrecorded 
stations  : — Crabtree,  Devon  ;  Port  Wrincle  and  Trevollard,  Cornwall, — 
at  the  last  place  associated  with  Muenckia  erecta,  Trifulium  subterraueuyn,, 
and  OrnifJiopus  perpnsillas,  species  that  it  often  grows  with. 

Alchemilla  vulgaris,  L.  By  a  stream  in  a  jtasture  above  the  Knue 
valley,  opposite  Lukeshind,  near  Ivybridge.  This  is  rare.  It  occurs 
mostly  in  elevated  pastures  on  the  borders  of  Dartmoor,  as  in  the  case 
just  named  ;  occasionally,  however,  it  is  found  in  low  damp  situations,  as 
in  the  Tavy  valley  and  near  Blaxton. 

Pyrus  torminalis,  Ehrh.  A  splendid  example  of  this,  a  tree  at  a 
rough  calculation  between  30  and  -iO  ft.  high,  with  a  base  clear  of 
branches  for  about  6  feet  from  the  grounil,  and  a  few  inches  from  its  sur- 
face 4  ft.  in  circumfirence,  grows  in  Warleigh  Wood,  near  tin'  heioury  ; 

VOL.  IX.  [august  1,  1S71.]  K 
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ill  another  part  of  this  wood  are  six  more  small  trees  or  bushes,  the 
largest  of  thein  from  15  to  20  ft.  high;  and  in  a  thii'd  spot  are  three  or 
four  from  5  to  7  ft.  high. 

Scleranihus  annuus,  L.  Qnite  a  rare  species  around  Plymouth.  In  a 
waste  spot  by  the  junction  of  two  lanes,  lying  between  the  Saltash  and 
Callington  Road  and  the  Moditon  Mill  and  Pillaton  Road,  May,  1866, 
and  again  seen  in  1870;  on  TrevoUard  Green,  May,  1871.  These  are 
the  only  stations  at  which  I  have  ever  seen  it  in  East  Cornwall ;  and 
elsewhere,  about  Plymouth,  I  have  found  it  in  only  three  or  four  places. 

Trafiopogon  pratensis,  L.  On  taking  the  relative  length  of  the  florets 
and  phyllaries  as  a  means  for  distinguishing  the  forms  of  this  from  one 
another,  1  find  that  the  Plymouth  examples  belong  mostly  to  ^.  minor. 
Fries,  Syme  ;  but  the  form  a.  genninns,  Syrae,  with  florets  about  equal  in 
length  to  the  phyllaries,  occurs  on  a  bank  by  the  footpath  between  Ply- 
mouth and  Laira  Bridge.  It  differs,  however,  from  Babington's  descrip- 
tion in  having  brown,  not  yellow,  anthers.  I  have  never  met  with  the 
form  y.  grand'ijlorm,  Syme. 

Inula  Hden'mm,  L.  Three  small  patches  on  a  bank  close  to  the  lawn 
of  TrevoUard  House,  Cornwall ;  very  near  are  bushes  of  Berberis  vulgaris, 
extending  for  eight  or  nine  yards.  Both  this  shrub  and  the  Inula  were 
doubtless  originally  introduced  there. 

Leonurus  Cardiaca,  L.  Three  plants  on  TrevoUard  Green,  Cornwall, 
May,  1871. 

Chenopodlani  Bonus-Henricus,  L.  A  few  patches  of  this  denizen  grow 
by  a  wall  near  the  church  at  St.  Stephen's-by-Saltash,  Cornwall.  The 
locality  produces  Malva  rotund  if olla ,  a  plant  rather  rare  al^out  Plymouth, 
and  confined,  in  a  remarkable  way,  to  situations  about  old  farmhouses  or 
villages. 

Acena  pubescens,  L.  Local  and  rare.  In  shallow  soil  on  limestone 
rock,  in  waste  spots  between  Hay  Parin  and  Elburton,  associated  with 
Briza  media,  L. 

Ladrea  Hpinulom,  Presl.  In  most  places  about  some  of  the  small  tri- 
butaries of  the  Plym,  between  Long  Bridge  and  Bickleigh  ;  in  boggy 
spots  in  Warleigh  Wood,  sparingly. 

OpMoglossuiit  vulgaium,  L.  Many  dozens  of  specimens  in  a  damp  spot 
in  a  small  wood  in  the  parish  of  Egg  Buckland,  April,  1871.  Tolerably 
plentiful  in  peaty  depressions  in  a  pasture  by  Crownhill  Down,  June, 
1871.  In  the  same  enclosure  I  noticed  about  a  dozen  specimens  of  Bo- 
trgchluni  Lnnaria,  Sw., — a  species  almost  certain  to  occur  with  the  Ophio- 
glossum.  Both  seem  to  grow  more  in  old  pastures  that  have  had  their 
surface  disturbed  at  some  distant  date,  than  on  the  unenclosed  and  un- 
broken couimons. 

The  places  mentioned  above  are  in  Devon,  unless  the  contrary  is  stated. 


SHORT  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

SisYRiNCHiUM  Bermudiana,  L. — There  is  a  rumour  (see  '  Gar- 
deners' Chronicle,'  1871,  pp.  901  and  937)  that  this  Irish  native  (see 
Journ.  of  Bot.  VIII.  p.  253)  has  been  recently  collected  in  a  wild 
state  on  the  coast  of  Hampshire,  near  Christchurch.  "  The  plant  grows 
in  one  \m-i  of  a  wood,  within  a  radius  of  ten  or  fifteen  yards,  where  it  is 
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pretty  abundant.  It  i^rows  amonnjst  low,  thick  oak  under '.vood,  and  lonj; 
rank  grass,  the  place  being  a  moist  one,  and  near  a  small  running  stream 
which  comes  from  the  direction  of  the  New  Forest.  There  is  a  small 
cottage  and  garden  near  the  edge  of  the  wood,  about  100  yards  from  the 
place  where  the  Sisj/rinchium  is  found  to  the  northward,  the  prevailing 
wind  being  W.S.W."  I  have  not  been  successful  in  obtaining  any  fur- 
ther information  than  that  a  specimen  of  the  plant,  alleged  to  have  been 
collected  in  the  locality,  was  sent  to  the  editor  of  the  '  Chronicle.'  If  it 
prove  a  native  in  Hants,  it  will  be  a  very  interesting  addition  to  the  flora 
of  a  remarkable  district  of  England,  which  is  rich  in  rarities,  and  contains 
the  only  Bi-itish  locality  for  another  Irish  species,  the  Simethis  bicolor, 
Kunth.  By  the  way,  botanists  rarely  write  the  name  of  this  species  cor- 
rectly. Its  old  name  (Dillenius's)  was  Bermudiana  yraminea  Jlore  minore 
cmruleo,  and  Linnaeus,  as  was  frequently  his  practice,  adopted  the  previous 
appellation  as  a  specific  name  (Sp.  Plant.  13.53).  A  parallel  case  is 
Lylhrum  HyssopifaUa,  L,  ;  here,  as  in  the  SlHyrincldmn^  the  trivial  name 
is  not  an  adjective  term,  but  a  substantive,  and  the  original  name  of  the 
plant. — Henky  Trimen. 


British  Plants  under  Culture. — Few  persons  have  any  concep- 
tion of  the  ornamental  capabilities  of  many  of  our  indigenous  plants.  It 
is  remarkable,  however,  how  nuich  can  be  done  with  them,  if  they  are 
grown  with  a  little  care.  At  the  Horticultural  Society,  July  19th,  j\Ir. 
Parker  took  the  first  jirize  for  a  group  of  hardy  perennials  grown  in  12- 
inch  pots.  Several  of  the  plants  were  natives,  such  as  Armeria  plaiila- 
(j'lnca,  Centranthus  ruber,  var.  albns,  and  Potentilla  reptans,  flore  pleno. 
Others,  such  as  Veronica  mariiima  and  Betoinca  hirsuta,  could  probably 
be  equalled  in  effectiveness  by  native  species  allied  to  them,  such  as  Ve- 
ronica spicafa  and  Betonica  officinalis.  The  plants  were  about  18  inches 
through,  and  under  2  feet  in  height,  clothed  with  foliage  to  the  pots,  and 
covered  with  flowers.  Many  exotics  look  far  less  attractive  than  these 
wild  plants.  It  was  curious  to  notice  how  cultivation  had  restrained  and 
toned  down  coarseness  of  growth,  and  given  that  air  of  unwecd-like 
refinement  characteristic  of  all  garden- grown  plants. — W.  Thiselton 
Dyer.  [At  the  last  show  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Society,  I  was  ecjually 
struck  with  the  elegant  and  beautiful  appearance  of  a  tall-growing,  white- 
flowered  form  of  Campanula  rotund  if olia  grown  in  pots  and  in  profuse 
blossom. — Henry  Trimen.] 


Surrey  Casuals. — In  April  this  year  I  found  in  a  field  of  Clover  and 
Grass,  about  a  mile  south  of  Goinshall,  Surrey  (between  Guildford  and 
Dorking),  Veronica  frip/ti/llos,  Cainelina  .saliva,  and  Ali/ssuin.  cali/rinuiu. 
This  Veronica  has  not,  I  think,  been  noticed  before  in  Surrey  ;  only  one 
specimen  was  found.     All  were,  doubtless,  introduced. — F.  Evershed. 


Galium  tricorne,  L. — I  enclose  a  specimen  of  this  species,  which  I 
gathered  ou  the  bank  of  the  new  road  through  the  brickfields,  behiiul  St. 
Augustine's  Church,  Stoke  Newington,  at  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
July,  1871. — Frederick  J.  Haxhury.  [This  cannot  be  regarded  as 
other  than  a  casual  in  this  locality,  althougti  more  than  one  plant  was 
found  ;  it  has  not,  however,  been  previously  observed,  or  at  all  events 
recorded,  ill  Middlesex. — II.  T.] 

R    2 
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SUBULARIA    AQUATICA,    L.,    IN    MERIONETHSHIRE. It     is    stated    in 

Syine's  'English  Botany,'  vol.  i.  p.  201,  that  "  Caruarvonsliire  and  An- 
giesea  seem  to  l)e  the  only  English  localities  "  for  this  plant.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  interesting  to  record  its  existence  in  the  county  of  Merioneth. 
I  gathered  it  on  July  lOlh,  at  Cwm  Bychan,  in  the  mountain  range  north- 
east of  Barmouth,  where  it  grows  at  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  in  com- 
pany with  Lobelia  Dortmanyia.  There  can  be  no  reason  Avhy  it  should 
not  be  found  in  other  of  the  numerous  lakes  which  stud  the  county  of 
Merioneth. — Wm.  Mathews. 


Monstrosity  of  Viola  sylvatica. — The  Kev.  H.  N.  Ellacombe, 
rector  of  Bitton,  near  Bristol,  one  of  our  most  successful  and  experienced 
cultivators  of  hardy  flowering  plants,  has  just  shown  me  a  monstrosity  of 
tlie  common  Dog-violet,  produced  in  his  garden  unfler  singular  circum- 
stances. The  plant  of  the  Violet  came  up  accidentally  amongst  specimens 
of  the  cristate  form  of  Lmtrea  Filix-mas,  and  many  of  its  leaves  had  be- 
come abnormally  dilated,  and  at  the  same  time  plaited  and  crisped,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  pinnse  of  the  Fern.  It  produced  flowers  and  fruit,  and 
has  been  reproduced  from  seed.  Is  it  possible  that  the  peculiarity  has 
been  conveyed  from  the  Fern  to  the  Violet?  The  two  grew  in  close 
contact.  A  specimen  of  the  Violet  has  been  dried  for  the  Kew  herbarium. 
— .J.  G.  Baker. 


Cybele  {vide  p.  78). — With  regard  to  the  penultimate  syllable  of  the 
word  Cybele,  it  may  be  remarked  that  its  quantity  as  a  Greek  word  is 
indisputably  short.  The  Virgilian  difficulty  may  be  got  over  by  reading 
the  form  used  occasionally  by  Herodotus — Cybebe  ;  or  as  is  quite  allow- 
able in  poetry  (witness  the  constant  practice  of  Homer),  doubling  the  I — 
Cybelle. — W.  Thiselton  Dyer. 

Eanunculus  Lenormandi,  ScJihUz,  in  Worcestershire. — On  the 
5th  of  April  last  a  botanical  party,  consisting  of  Mr.  Edwin  Lees,  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Thompson,  Dr.  Eraser  and  myself,  observed  this  plant  in  two 
localities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stourbridge,  viz.  at  Pedmore  Common, 
in  the  parish  of  Pedmore,  and  near  the  Birches,  in  the  parish  of  Hagley. 
T  have  since  gathered  it  in  fine  fruit  at  the  latter  place.  It  has  not,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  been  previously  detected  in  the  county  of  Worcester. — 
W.  Mathews. 


New  British  J^Icidium. — At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Winchester  and  Hampshire  Scientific  and  Literary  Society,  June  12th, 
Mr.  R.  S.  Hill,  of  Basingstoke,  exhibited  numerous  specimens  o{  jEcidiiim 
Statlces,  Desm.,  found  by  him  on  leaves  of  Statice  Limonium  between 
Hythe  and  Calshot,  near  Southampton.  This  species  of  Cluster-cup  is 
new  to  Britain,  and  is  stated  to  be  uncommon  on  the  Continent. — 
F.  J.  Warner. 


Monstrous  State  of  Cardamine  amara. — Early  in  June  this  year 

•  Mr.  James  Britten  and  I  found  in  a  wood  at  Morley,  Cheshire,  a  great 

number  of  very  remarkable  flowers  of  Cardamine  amara,   in  which  the 

petals  were  persistent,  and  were  of  a  rich  purple  colour.     These  flowers 
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were  unexpanded,  and  of  a  solid,  globular  form  ;  and  we,  at  first,  supposed 
they  were  buds  that  would  eventually  open  out  into  double  flowers,  such 
as  are  not  untVequently  met  witli  in  Cardamine  prateusis.  On  examination, 
however,  this  abnormal  development  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  attack  of 
rninute  insects,  small  yellow  grubs,  very  similar  to  the  larvae  of  the  Wheat 
Midge  (Cecidumya  Tritici),  that  are  so  often  found  amongst  the  chaft'  scales 
of  wheat.  Each  flower  contained  a  dozen  or  more  of  the  parasites.  The 
flowers  themselves  had  become  strangely  altered.  The  sepals  were  thickened 
and  otherwise  somewhat  enlarged,  green  and  persistent ;  the  petals  per- 
sistent, unaltered  in  texture  but  purple  in  colour ;  the  filaments  much 
swollen,  but  the  anthers  quite  unaltered;  and  the  pistil  considerably 
enlarged.  The  peculiar  thickening  of  the  parts  of  the  flower  was,  no 
doubt,  due  to  the  puncture  of  the  parent  insect  when  she  deposited  her 
eggs,  as  is  the  case  in  all  kinds  of  galls,  rather  than  to  the  effect  of  the 
larvae  feeding  on  the  juices  of  the  flower.  In  fact,  the  flower  was  partially 
converted  into  a  gall, — a  nidus  for  the  young  brood  of  insects;  but  it  is 
strange  that  an  injury  of  this  kind  should  have  caused  such  a  very  marked 
change  in  the  colour  of  the  petals. — Robert  Holland. 


Stellaria  umbrosa,  "  Opitz." — I  found  this  well-marked  and  striking- 
form  of  Stellaria  media  in  June  last,  growing  abundantly  in  and  near 
Morley  Wood,  near  Mobberley,  Cheshire,  as  well  as  in  one  or  two  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  stated  in  Eng.  Bot.  ed.  3.  ii.  95,  to 
be  of  rare  occurrence,  and  to  be  "  most  probably  a  sub-species,"  in  which 
o])inion  I  concur.  Besides  the  characters  there  given,  the  size  of  the 
flowers — about  midway  between  those  of  typical  S.  media  and  S.  nemorum 
—  would  at  once  attract  the  attention  even  of  a  casual  observer. — James 
Britten. 


Dracocephalum  thymiflorum,  L.  —  I  am  not  aware  that  this  plant 
has  been  previously  recorded  as  an  introduction;  but  have  lately  received 
a  specimen  gathered  in  a  clover-field  near  High  Wycombe,  Bucks.  I  am 
informed  that  there  were  several  large  plants  of  it  in  this  locality  ;  and 
from  the  same  field  I  have  since  received  ^a?-se//«  incana  and  i\\\  A)iilieiitis, 
probably  A.  tinctoria,  but  the  specimens  were  too  young  for  positive 
determination.  The  Bracoceplialum  is  a  north  and  east  European  species. 
— James  Britten. 


Economical  Use  or  Scirpus  l.xcustris  and  of  S.  maritimus, 
— It  may  be  worth  notice  that  the  soft  culms  of  S.  lacmtris  are  largely 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  casks  for  the  purpose  of  caulkmg  the  spaces 
between  the  staves  and  between  the  boards  of  the  heads  of  the  barrels. 
Another  Scirpus,  S.  maritimus,  may  be  mentioned  as  supplying  .from  the 
tubers  of  its  rhizome  a  part  of  the  food  during  winter  of  the  grey-leg 
wild  goose,  Anser  ferns.  My  frieiul  Mr.  Basil  Brooke  found  in  the  crops 
of  some  of  these  wild  geese,  which  he  shot  during  the  past  season  near 
the  Murragh  of  Wicklow,  a  (|uantity  of  the  tubers  of  tlie  Scirpus,  which 
abounds  in  this  locality.  Withering  tells  us  that  the  roots  of  ^S'.  maritimus 
dried  and  ground  to  powder  have  been  used  instead  of  flour  in  times  of 
scarcitv. — A.  G.  More. 
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AcoRUS  Calamus  (vide  p.  1G3). — In  liis  account  of  the  history  of 
Acoi'iis  Calamus,  M.  Devos  has  only  imperfectly  acknowledoced  how  much 
he  was  indebted  for  information  to  the  researches  of  tlie  late  F.  Kirschleger, 
who,  in  his  '  Flore  d' Alsace'  (1857),  not  only  pronounces  decidedly  against 
its  nativity  in  the  llliiue  Valley,  but  also  applies  a  large  amount  of  infor- 
mation collected  from  the  older  writers,  upon  which  his  opinion  was 
founded.  As  the  merit  of  tracing  the  history  of  the  plant  in  western 
ICurope  clearly  belongs  to  Kirschleger,  and  as  his  book  is  very  little 
known  in  England,  it  seems  wortli  while  translating  the  following  passage 
fioui  the  '  Flore  d' Alsace,'  ii.  p.  211 : — "  Notwithstanding  this  wide  distri- 
bution in  the  Rhine  countries,  the  Acorus  is  not  spontaneous  there.  In 
the  sixteenth  century  this  plant  did  not  exist  in  middle  and  western 
Europe,  '  Omnino  hoc  Acoro  caremus,'  says  V.  Cordns.  Tragus  w'as  not 
acquainted  with  it.  Caraerarius  only  speaks  of  it  as  an  exotic  drug ;  he 
says,  "  Nascitur  in  Ponto,  Colcbide  et  Galatia."  Clusius,  in  1574,  had 
received  living  plants  of  Calamus  aromaticus  from  Constantinople  ;  he 
was  then  cultivating  it  in  the  basins  of  the  Garden  of  Vienna,  where  it 
Avas  fast  increasing,  and  whence  it  was  being  distributed  to  various 
European  gardens.  Similarly,  J.  Bauliin  tells  us  that  in  1590  he  was 
cultivating  the  Acorus  in  the  garden  of  the  Elector  at  Montbeliard,  having 
brought  it  from  the  gardens  at  Stuttgardt,  to  which  it  had  been  intro- 
duced from  the  garden  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden  at  Pforzeim  ;  that,  at 
Strasbourg,  Melchior  was  cultivating  it  in  1591  in  Lis  garden,  as  was 
also  Robin  in  the  Jardin  du  Roy  at  Paris.  J.  Bauhin  describes  the  mode 
of  cultivation  in  damp  sand  near  the  reservoirs  and  trenches.  It  appears 
that  Sebitz  introduced  the  Acorus  at  Strasbourg,  and  J.  Bauhin  at  Mont- 
beliard  and  at  Belfort.  From  the  time  of  Lindern  and  of  Mappus 
(1710-1750)  it  was  very  abundant  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Strasbourg, 
to  such  an  extent  that  Mappus  was  able  to  write  '  Acorns,  regionum 
septentrionalium  incola,  in  Grallia  non  reperitur,  quo  tamen  nostras 
Alsatiae,  isti  region!  licet  vicinae,  abunde  prospexit  natura."  Thu*,  ac- 
cording to  Mappus,  it  is  Nature,  and  not  the  hand  of  Man,  which  has 
endowed  our  countries  with  the  Calamus  aromaticus.  Even  Haller  (in 
his  '  Enumeratio '  and  '  Historia  ')  does  not  seem  to  question  that  the 
Acorus  was  indii^enous  ;  and  even  in  modern  times  few  Horists,  such  as 
Dierbach  (Flor.  Heidelb.)  and  Schiibler  (Flor.  Wiirtemb.),  are  satisfied  of 
its  exotic  origin.  By  Linnaeus  (Flor.  Suecica)  it  is  described  as  growing 
'  copiose  in  fossis  Scanite,'  and  by  Ledebour  in  the  northern  provinces  of 
Russia." — A.  G.  More. 


OFFICIAL    REPORT    FOR    1870    OF    THE    BOTANICAL 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

By  William  Carruthers,  F.R.S. 

The  principal  business  done  in  the  Department  during  the  year  1870 
has  consisted  in  the  completion  of  the  rearrangement  in  the  General 
Herbarium  of  the  families  Graminers  and  Cyperaceo',  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  Cycadece,  Piperacece  and  Lichenes.     In  the  critical  revision  and 


KEPORT    OF    BOTANICAL    DEPARTMENT    OF    BRITISH    MUSEUM.     247 

rearrangement  of  tlie  European  species  of  the  families  Raniuiculacea,  Ber- 
beridete,  Nymphceacece,  Papaveracece,  Furiiariacece,  Folygom^ce,  GraminetB 
and  Ct/peracecc.  In  the  naming,  arranging,  and  laying  into  the  General 
Herbarium  of  the  extensive  collections  of  Oriental  plants  made  by  Pro- 
fessor Haussknecht ;  of  a  coUectiou  of  plants  formed  by  Mr.  Lownes  in 
Palestine ;  of  a  portion  of  the  collections  made  in  Abyssinia  by  Dr. 
Schimper;  of  the  collection  of  plants  from  Formosa,  made  by  Mr. 
Oldham  ;  of  a  series  of  plants  from  Madeira,  collected  by  Masson  and 
others,  from  the  Herbarium  of  the  late  N.  B.  ^Vard  ;  of  a  large  collection 
from  South  Africa,  formed  by  Harvey,  Zeyher,  and  others,  also  from  the 
Herbarium  of  the  late  X.  B.  Ward  ;  and  of  an  extensive  series  of  ferns 
from  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  made  by  several  collectors.  In  the 
rearrangement  in  the  British  Herbarium  of  the  families  Saliclnea,  Lem- 
nacecB,  Jmicacea,  Graminecs  and  IJchenes.  In  the  naming  and  rearrange- 
ment of  the  fossil  Cycadece  and  Lycopodiacea  in  the  first  Exhibition 
Hoom.  And  in  rearranging  and  relabelling  the  Gymnospermous  fruits 
and  stems  in  tlie  second  Exhibition  Eoom. 

The  following  are  the  principal  additions  made  to  the  collections  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  1S70  : — 

I. — To  the  Herbarium. 

Genei'ol  Herbarium. 

Phanerogamia. 

67  Species  of  plants  from  the  Island  of  Banka  in  the  Malay  Archi- 
pelago ;  presented  by  Dr.  Schifl^er. 
663         „  „         from   Formosa,   forming  the  Herbarium    of   the 

late  Mr.  Oldham. 
20         „  „  from  China;  collected  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Strouach ; 

presented  by  D.  Hanbury,  Esq. 
2625         „  ,j         from  the   countries  bordering  the   Levant;    col- 

lected by  Professor  Haussknecht. 
444         „  „  from  Mart inicpie  ;  collected  by  M.  Hahn. 

216         „  „         from  various  countries  ;  collected  by  Dr.  Seemann. 

100         ,,  ,,         from  old  Calabar  ;  collected  by  Mr.  Robie. 

20         „  „         from  Seychelles ;  collected  and  presented  by  Pro- 

fessor E.  Perceval  Wright. 
50  Species  of  critical  Belgian  plants,  being  fasc.  8  of  Professor  Van 

Heurck's  '  Plantes  rares  ou  critiques  de  Bel- 
gique.' 
165  Species  of  plants  from  the  Engadine;  collected  by  J.  L.  Kriittli. 
200         „  plants  from  Sicily,  forming  fasc.  9  and  10  of  Todaro's 

'Flora  Sicula.'" 
100         ,,  European  plants,  forming  No.  12  of  Wirtgen's   'Her- 

barium Ehenanum.' 
375         „  plants  from  the  Tyrol;   collected  by  Rupert  Huter. 

165         ,,  Graminece,  forming  Baenitz's  '  Gramiiiea.' 

175         ,,  Juncacea,  fonmu'^  J^aenitz's  '  Ju>icace(S.' 

160         „  plants  from  the  Ionian  Islands. 

200         ,,  European  plants,  forming  cent.  11  and  12  of  Schultz's 

'  Ilcrbarium  Normale.' 
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Cryptogamia. 
150  Species  of  Cryptogamic  plants,   forming  fasc.   5,   6  and  7    of  the 
second  issue  of  the  '  Erbario  Crittogamico  Italiano.' 
60         „  Hepaticce,  forming  decades  42-47  of  Rabenhorst's  '  He- 

paticse  Europaese.' 
100         ,,  Mosses,  from  East  Friesland  ;   collected  by  Eiben. 

75         „  Lichens,  forming  Nos.  30-32  of  Rabenhorst's  '  Lichenes 

Europsei.' 
50         „  Lichens,  being  Miiller's  '  Cladoniaceen.' 

100         „  Funtji,  forming  No.  14  of  Rabenhorst's  '  Fungi  Europsei.* 

586         ,,  „       from  the  South  of  France;  collected  by  Nylander 

and  Roussel. 
500         „  „       from  North  and  South  America. 

351         ,,  „        from  Cuba;   collected  by  Charles  Wright. 

80         „  AlgoB,  forming  Nos.   213-220*^  of  Rabenhorst's  'Algae 

Europ^se.' 

British  Herharitim. 

Phanerogamia. 

50  Species  of  British  plants  of  critical  value;  presented  by  the  Hon. 
J.  L.  WaiTen. 
250         „  critical  English  plants;    collected  by  W.  T.  Thiselton- 

Dyer,  Esq. 
100         „  British  Salices ;  collected  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Leefe. 

Cryptogamia. 
100  Species  of  British  Lichens ;  collected  by  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Croinbie. 
1500         „  British  Fungi ;  forming,  with  the  species  from  the  South 

of  France  and  North  and  South  America,  enumerated 
above,  the   Fungological   Herbarium   of  the  Rev.  A. 
Bloxam. 
100         „  British  Fungi ;  collected  by  M.  C.  Cooke, 

72  Preparations  of  British  Algre,  exhibiting  their  structure  and  fructi- 
fication ;  prepared  by  Ch.  Adcock. 
47   Slides  of  British  Diatomacea,  from  the  Herbarium  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Arnott ;  presented  by  F.  C.  S.  Roper,  Esq. 

II. — To  the  Structural  Series. 

Fruit  Collection. 
3  Fi-uits  of  Sicana  odorifera,  Naud. ;  presented  by  Senor  Correa  de 

Mello,  through  D.  Hanbury,  Esq. 
13  Species   of   Fruits    and    Seeds  ;    presented   by    W.   T.    Thiselton 

Dyer,  Esq. 
A  collection  of  Palm  and  other  Fruits,  from  Brazil. 
A  fine  series  of  Coniferous  Fruits,  grown  in  the  Pinetum  of  Dr.  Hogg, 

and  presented  by  him. 
A  collection  of  Tropical  Seeds  and  Fruits,  chiefly  from  Africa. 

General  Collection. 
Fine  stem  o^i  Encephalartos  cycadifolius,  Lehm.,  from  Natal. 
Stem  of  Testndlnaria  elephantijyea,  Lindl.,  from  South  Africa. 
Spirally  twisted  stem  of  Dipsacus,  and  stems  of  Cratcegus  and  Buxus ; 
presented  by  W.  T.  Thiscltou  Dyer,  Esq. 
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Stems  of  PuUurns  and  Anaxjyris,  from  Mentone  ;  presented  by  M. 
Moggridge,  Esq. 

III. — To  the  Fossil  Series. 

82  Preparations  of  Palaeozoic  and  Secondary  Plants,  prepared  by  Mr. 
Norman. 

An  important  series  of  Devonian  Plants,  from  Canada,  ilUistrating  the 
published  Memoirs  of  Principal  Dawson ;  presented  by  Prin- 
cipal Dawson,  of  Montreal. 

A  fine  slab  of  a  species  of  Lepidodendron ;  presented  by  J.  Water- 
house,  Esq. 

A  specimen  of  Six/illaria  oculata,  Lindl. ;  presented  by  Henry  Wool- 
burn,  Esq. 

Specimens  of  Carboniferous  Plants  from  Burntisland  ;  collected  and 
presented  by  George  Grieve,  Esq. 

Caudex  of  a  Fern  from  tlie  Eocene  beds  of  Heme  Bay ;  presented  by 
George  Dowker,  Esq. 

Specimens  of  Gjjclopteris  liibernicns,  Forbes,  in  fruit,  and  stem  of  Sujil- 
laria  dicholoma,  H aught.,  from  Kiltorcan,  Ireland. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  to  the  Herbarium  for  the 
purpose  of  scientific  research  was  1041. 


(^drads  aiib  Abstracts. 
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The  following  valuable  notes  are  from  Dr.  Hooker's  '  Report  on  the  Pro- 
gress and  Condition  of  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew  during  the  year  1870  :' 
— "  The  effects  of  the  long  and  severe  summer's  drougiit  on  tlie  old  trees 
have  been  disastrous ;  they  have  perished  by  hunch-eds — Elms,  Ashes, 
Beeches,  and  Sycamores  especially ;  many,  no  doubt,  from  having  ap- 
l)roached  the  limits  of  the  age  which  such  trees  attain  on  so  excessively 
poor  a  soil  as  that  of  Kew,  but  more,  perhaps,  through  having  been  drawn 
up  in  thick  plantations,  and  thus  starved  from  the  first.  In  pursuance 
of  the  Board's  directions,  active  steps  have  been  taken  to  clear  large 
areas  of  dying  and  dead  trees,  to  trench  the  ground  and  clear  it  of  old 
roots,  and  plant  closely  a  mixture  of  young  trees  of  all  sorts,  which  will 
be  thinned  out  as  they  grow.  This  operation  has  enabled  me  to  arrive 
at  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  ages  of  some  of  the  more  common 
trees  in  these  grounds,  and  of  the  average  duration  which  tlie  several 
sorts  have  attained.  The  oldest  trees  in  the  grounds  are  undoubtc<llv 
Oaks,  English  Elms,  and  perhaps  Hawthorns,  of  which  some  of  the  first 
and  last  may  be  relics  of  the  aboriginal  forests  that  covered  this  part  of 
England;  whilst  the  oldest  of  the  Elms  were  undoubtedly  all  planted. 
No  data  have  been  obtained  for  ascertaining  the  age  of  the  Oaks,  but 
probably  none  exceed  300  years,  and  the  majority  date  from  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second.  The  only  large  ones  that  remain  are  several  near 
the  Brentford  Gate,  one  near  the  u))per  end  of  the  lake,  and  several  near 
the  Queen's  Cottage  grounds.  The  largest  English  Elms  of  which  the 
rings  have  been  counted  are  about   250  years  old,  but  there  arc  a  few 
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near  the  Palace  gates  wliich  have  probably  attained  300  years.     Of  those 
tlie  top  of  that  nearest  the  gates  was  blown  oif  this  winter  and  the  stump 
removed  ;  but  the  butt  was  too  far  decayed  for  its  rings  to  be  counted. 
All  the  okl  Elms  in  the  grounds  and  their  ontsI<irts  are  in  rows,  and  were 
either  planted  along  former  walks,  or  came  up  in  hedgerows,  and  were 
spared  when  the  domain  was  enclosed  and  the  hedges  removed.     Of  Elms 
under  300  years  old   there  were  innumerable  examples  throughout  the 
grounds  ;   these  were  for  the  most  part  suckers  from  the  roots  of  older 
Elms,  which,  coming  up  amongst  the  other  and  belter  trees,  have  done 
irreparable  damage  to  them ;   the  English  Elm  being  of  all  plants  the 
most  impoverishing  in  light  soils.     Of  the  old  Hawthorns,  the  last  fine 
one  perished  during  the  summer's  drought;   they  abounded  at  one  time 
on  the  gravelly  parts,  and  appeared    to  be   of  the  same  age  as  the  old 
Richmond  Park  Hawthorns.     Beech,  Oak,  and  Maple  are  the  only  other 
trees  that   have  sprung  up  spontaneously  in  the  grounds,  and  all  from 
originally  planted  trees.    The  oldest  Beeches  were  planted  in  fieorge  II. 's 
reign,  and  are  about  150  years  old;   but  of  these  there  are  very  few 
indeed.     The  largest   of  them  is   a  magnificent  tree  near  the  Brentford 
gate,  with  a  trunk   10^  feet  in  girth  at  five  feet  above  the  ground;   its 
branches,  which  sweep  and  root  in  the  ground,  form  a  cii'cle  116  paces  in 
circumference.      It  is  showing   signs  of  decay.      The  majority    of  the 
Beeches,  which  formed  eight-tenths  of  the  arboreous  vegetation  of  Kew, 
are  part  of  an  extensive  and  dense  plantation,  made  about  1750,  but 
which,  having  been  wholly  neglected  during  the  succeeding  hundred  years, 
have  impoverished  one  another  to  such  an  extent  that  the  majority  are 
already  diseased  and  fungused.     It  is  upon  this   Beech  forest  that  the 
winter  gales  and   last  summer's  drought   have   tokl  most  heavily  ;   the 
majority,  having  no  root-hold,  could  not  resist  the  blasts,  and  the  losa  of 
one   is   immediately  followed   by  that  of  its  neighbours,  both  from  the 
admission  of  the  wind  and  from  the  sun's  rays  drying  and  heating  the 
surface  of  the  previously-shaded  soil  over  their  roots.     Of  other  trees 
there  are   several    good    Limes,   Evergreen   Oaks,   Spanish  and   Horse- 
Chestnuts,  all  from   150  to  200  years  old  ;  these  trees  have  thriven  well, 
and  last  long  in  the  soil  of  Kew.     The  Ashes,  Poplars,  Acacias,  and 
Willows  average  only  fioni  100  to  150  years,  and  the  Birches  60  to  80 
years.     The  only  good  Coniferous  trees  of  any  age  at  Kew  are  Cedars  of 
Lebanon  and   Larches:   many  of  the  former  were  planted  about  1750, 
but  of  these  not   a  dozen  remain,  the  largest  having  attained  a  girth 
of  eleven  feet   at   five  above  the  ground.      The   Spruces,   Scotch   Firs, 
Pinasters,    and    Weymouth    Pines,    have    all    been    ruined    by    being 
crowded   amongst    forest    trees.       The    Hemlock-Spruces,    with    which 
the  path   by  the  Eichraond   Road   was  ornamented    twenty  years  ago, 
are  eveiy  one  dead  ;    the   last,  which    stood    near   the  Pagoda,  having 
succumbed   to    the   drought   of   the    past    summer.      Of    Planes    there 
never  were  many  ;    a  few  fine  orientals,  planted  in   1740-50,  remain  in 
the  King  of  Hanover's  grounds,  one  near  the  old  Palace,  and  one  near  the 
Temple  of  the  Sun.     The  above  comprises  all  the  trees  of  which  there 
were  any  quantity  in  the  grounds  previous  to  their  being  made  over  to 
the  public  in  1815  ;  since  which  time  four-filths  have  either  died  or  have 
been  removed  to  make  way  for  buildings,  avenues,  paths,  etc.     Between 
1840  and   1865  many  eflbrts  were  made   by  my  predecessor  to  keep  up 
the  sylvan  scenery  of  the  pleasure  grounds,  by  planting  Conifers  amongst 
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file  old  trees,  in  every  available  open  space,  especially  Deodars,  Cedars, 
S-iotcli,  Douii'las,  Austrian,  Corsican,  and  Weymouth  Pines,  Pinus  loiigi- 
Joiin,  SmUkiaua,  and  Spruces  of  various  sorts,  besides  forest  trees  iu- 
inunerable  ;  but,  as  pernaission  could  not  be  obtained,  either  to  make 
sulKcient  clearances  or  to  disturb  tiie  roots  of  the  old  trees  by  trenching 
the  <>roun(l,  these  plantations  have  utterly  failed.  On  the  other  hand  he 
covered  many  acres  of  unoccupied  land,  by  the  river  and  elsewhere,  and 
in  the  Queen's  Cottage  grounds,  with  plantations,  which  have  all  done 
well,  and  are  now  being  thinned  by  transplanting  young  trees  from  them 
to  fill  the  clearances  which  are  being  made  elsewhere." 


|}el"o  publitatbns. 

The  Flower'ing  P/anfs  of  Tmihridge  JFells  and  Neii/hbonrhoorJ.  By 
JUcHARD  Dkakin,  Esq.,  M.D,  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  London. 
1871.     (Pp.  371.) 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  book  will  prove  a  useful  one,  but  it  is  not 
as  a  local  Flora  that  it  chietly  claims  our  attention.  Tunbridge  Wells, 
indeed,  scarcely  needed  a  new  list  of  its  native  Phaneroganjs,  for  the 
neighbourhood  has  been  exceptionally  favoured  in  this  matter.  T.  F. 
Forster's  excellent  '  Flora  Tonbridgensis '  was  printed  in  1816,  and  afier 
receiving  additions  from  his  son  Thomas  Forster,  was  again  piiblished  in 
1842,  and  a  few  years  after  appeared  the  '  Flora  of  Tunbridge  Wells,'  by 
Mr.  E.  Jenner.  But  little  is  added  to  existing  knowledge  of  the  botany 
of  this  part  of  Kent  and  Sussex  in  the  work  before  us,  though  localities  are 
given  for  all  but  the  commoner  species,  and  there  are  several  hitherto  un- 
published stations  for  the  rarer  ones.  Judged  by  the  standard  of  recent 
attempts  to  investigate  local  botany  in  England,  Dr.  Deakin's  book  will 
not  occupy  a  high  place,  even  as  an  instalment  towards  a  Flora  of  Kent  ; 
but,  as  hinted  above,  the  interest  of  the  work  lies  in  another  direction. 
Unlike  most  modern  local  Floras,  descri|)tions  of  all  the  species  are  given 
in  plain  language,  which,  though  short,  are  accurate  and  sutHcient  for 
diagnosis.  But  the  most  remarkable  feature  is  the  profuseness  of  illns- 
Iration  ;  there  are  probably  not  less  than  800  wocnlcuts  incorporated  wlh 
the  text,  representing  nearly  every  species  described.  Some  readers 
doubtless  remember  the  issue  of  Dr.  Deakin's  '  Florigraphia  Britaimica  ' 
in  the  years  from  1837-184-7,  with  coloured  illustrations  placed  six  on  a 
plate  separate  from  the  text.  The  figures  in  this  Tunbridge  Wells  Flora 
are  the  same  cuts,  but  have  greatly  gained  in  appearance  by  being  left 
nncoloured  and  being  intercalated  with  the  letterpress.  The  censure 
passed  upon  these  figures  (of  the  '  Florigraphia  ')  by  Pritzel  is  quite  un- 
necessarily severe;  though  rough  and  possessing  the  inconvenience  of  not 
being  drawn  to  any  scale,  the  general  aspect  and  habit  of  each  species 
has  been  in  nearly  all  cases  very  happily  laid  hold  of,  rarely  leaving  one 
in  doul)t  for  a  moment  as  to  the  plant  intended.  The  use  of  these  already 
published  figures  has  enabled  the  publishers  to  issue  the  Flora  at  a  very 
low  price — ten  numbers  at  one  shilling  each — and  so  to  bring  it  readily 
into  the  reach  of  many  persons  who  cannot  buy  expensive  treatises. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  will  spread   to  a  considerable  extent  a 
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knowledge  of  the  indigenous  plants  of  tlie  district  and  simplify  their 
study  ;  and  if  of  comparatively  slight  value  to  an  advanced  botanist,  is 
just  the  book  to  recommend  to  any  one  in  the  neighbourhood  commencing 
the  investigation  of  wild  plants.  We  regret  to  see  a  rather  large  number 
of  misprints  in  the  scientific  names.  We  miss,  too,  altogether  from  the 
book  Carex  montana,  one  of  the  most  interesting  Tunbridge  species, — 
an  inexplicable  omission. 

H.  T. 


Urore^bings  0f  Sodcfics. 


DUBLIN. 

Dublin  Mickoscopical  Club. — March  23rd. — Professor  Tliisdton 
Dyer  showed  a  section  of  the  fossil  named  by  Principal  Dawson  Proto- 
taxites  Logatii,  and  with  it  a  section  of  Taxus,  with  a  view  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  structural  distinctions  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  the 
so-called  Prototaxites  was  rather  allied  to  some  Algal  form, — he  would  sug- 
gest some  of  the  Codiece  (such  as  Rhipozonium,  Kiitzing,  Phyc.  Gen.  xlii. 
3), — than  to  a  Gymnospenn.  There  is  no  appearance  of  "disks,"  both 
longitudinal  and  vertical  sections  indicating  that  the  mass  is  composed  of 
a  number  of  tubes  running  in  a  nearly  parallel  direction  (occasionally  bi- 
furcating, according  to  Profesaei*  Archer),  and  apparently  not  septate  or 
tapering,  and  with  an  intercellular  medium,  apparently  formed  of  minor 
tubes.  The  principal  longitudinal  tubes  appear  on  transverse  section  to 
have,  a  wall  concentrically  stratified.  Principal  Dawson,  in  describing  the 
Devonian  rocks  of  Canada,  speaks  of  tiie  occurrence  in  the  lower  beds  of 
the  system  of  "  trunks  of  drifted  trees  in  the  sandstones,  at  first  sight  re- 
sembling those  oi  Badoxylon.  .  .  .  They  present,"  he  says,  "  a  regular  tissue 
of  long  cylindrical  fibres,  marked  on  their  sides  with  irregular  spiral  lines, 
and  very  distinct  from  those  of  modern  Conifers,  though  their  markings 
suggest  the  spiral  lines  on  the  cells  of  the  genus,  whence  I  have  taken  the 
name  Prototaxites  for  these  remarkable  trunks.  They  have  medullary  rays 
and  regular  lines  of  growth,  and  attained  sometimes  a  diameter  of  three 
feet.  Unfortunately,  we  know  nothing  of  their  foliage  or  fruit,  and  can  but 
suppose  that  they  constitute  a  prototype  of  the  Coniferous  trees,  probably 
veiy  different  from  any  known  in  the  modern  world."  (Proc.  Royal  Inst, 
vol.  vi.  pp.  169,  170.)  Mr.  Carruthers,  however,  holds  the  view  which 
he  stated  in  a  paper  read  to  the  British  Association  in  1870,  that  "the 
supposed  Taxineous  wood  from  the  North  American  Devonians,  to  which 
Professor  Dawson  gave  the  name  of  Prototaxites,  is  a  remarkable  Alga  of 
enormous  size"  ('Nature,'  Oct.  6th,  1870).  Portions  of  the  supposed 
wood  sent  from  Professor  Dawson  to  Mr.  Carruthers  exhibit  characters 
which  belong  to  two  very  distinct  plant-structures.  One  consists  ex- 
clusively of  regular  parenchyma  ;  the  other,  of  which  the  specimens  shown 
to  the  Club  were  examples,  is  that  to  which  the  description  above  quoted 
applies,  at  least  as  far  as  their  microscopic  characters.  The  appearance  of 
"  medullary  rays  "  is  probably  produced  by  accidental  cracks  or  fissures, 
no  structure  corresponding  with  them  being  shown  by  the  microscope. 
The  "  lines  of  growth  "  would  have  their  parallel  in  the  pseudo-exogenous 
stems  of  the  existing  Alga  Lesso/da,  of  which  Dr.  Hooker  remarks  ('  Flora 
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Antarctica,'  ii.  458)  that,  in  the  Falkland  Isles,  the  trunks  washed  up  on 
the  shore  are  often  taken  for  pieces  of  drifl-wood,  and  that,  on  one  occa- 
sion, no  persuasion  could  prevent  the  captain  of  a  brig  from  employing 
liis  boat  and  boat's  crew,  during  two  biting  cold  days,  in  collecting  this 
incombustible  weed  for  fuel. 


Amount  of 

Amount  of 

Sucrose  in 

Sucrose  in 

100  grs.  of 

100  grs.  of 

root. 

root. 

1.  White  Magdeburg     .   12-05 

No.  4. 

Vilmorin     ....  12-59 

2.  Ked-top  White  Sile- 

5. 

Green-top  White  Si- 

sian 9-56 

lesian      .     .     .     .11-62 

3.  Improved  Imperial    .  12-58 

6. 

Electoral     ....   12-43 

EoYAL  Irish  Academy.— -¥«^  22nd.— The  Rev.  J.  Jellett,  F.T.C.D., 
President,  in  the  chair.  Tlie  President  communicated  a  paper  on  Sac- 
charometry,  giving  the  results  of  the  determination  of  sugar  in  various 
specimens  of  Irish-grown  sugar-beet  by  optical  methods  :  — 


No. 


No.  2  was  not,  it  is  believed,  properly  earthed  ;  hence,  probably  the  lower 
amount  of  sugar. 

June  I2th. — The  Rev.  J.  Jellett,  F.T.C.D.,  in  the  chair.  G.  Sigerson, 
M.U.,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  Catholic  University,  read  a  paper  on 
"Additions  to  the  Flora  of  Botanical  District  No.  10  (Ireland)."  This 
division  having  been  imperfectly  examined,  Dr.  Sigerson  was  able  to 
ascertain  the  presence  of  24  species  additional  to  those  given  for  it  in  the 
'  Cybele  Hibernica.'  The  most  interesting  were  Cochlearia  angllca  (de- 
termined, however,  from  the  leaves  only)  and  Meconopsis  cambrica.  Dr. 
Siirerson  also  read  a  "  Note  on  an  Anomalous  Form  of  Corolla  of  Erica." 
Tliis  was  a  state  of  Erica  Tetralix,  in  which  the  corolla  was  partly  split 
into  segments.  Dr.  Sigerson  stati^d  that  there  was  the  further  peculiarity 
that  the  stamens  were  partially  adherent  to  the  corolla,  becoming  free  at 
the  fissures.  Mr.  A.  G.  More  mentioned  having  seen  polypetalous  states 
of  Campanula  rotimdifulia  and  Diyitalis  purjjurea. 

EoYAL  Dublin  Society,  May  22nd. — Professor  Ball,  A.M.,  in  the 
chair.  Professor  Tliiselton  Dyer  communicated  a  note  on  Bud-scales. 
He  pointed  out  that  in  such  widely  distinct  plants  as  the  Lime,  Elm,  and 
Beech  these  were  formed  by  tlie  stipules,  which  were  developed  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  rest  of  the  leaf,  and  fell  olf  when  it  was  fully  expanded. 
This  seemed  an  illustration  of  the  theory  that  similar  structural  motlitica- 
tions  in  plants  were  really  only  tiie  effect  of  similar  external  conditions. 
In  more  striking  instances  this  would  amount  to  so-called  mimicry,  which 
was  really  a  totally  different  phenomenon  from  what  was  met  with  amongst 
animals.  The  term  "  Pseudomorphism"  was  suggested  as  a  convenient 
substitute  for  those  cases  where  a  plant  abandoned  the  fades  of  the 
Natural  family  to  which  it  belonged,  and  assumed  that  of  another. 

Natural  History  Society  of  Dublin. — June  1th. — Professor  E. 
Perceval  Wright,  M.D..  V.P.,  M.R.I. A.,  in  the  chair.  xMr.  William  An- 
drews exhibited  some  specimens  of  Saxifrages,  chiolly  of  the  umbrosn  and 
Geuin  species.  Of  the  Robertsonian  saxifrages,  which  constitute  the 
Geion  and  umbrosa  forms,  the  most  remarkable  varieties  occur,  which  have 
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hoen  separated  l)y  Britisli  botanists  into  Genm,  eU'r/aria,  rJoitnta,  Jitr>iiitn, 
uinljrusa,  punctata,  and  serrata.     It   has   been   stated   that  those  of  the 
Pyrenees  are  jieculiarly  distinct,  and  that  the  forms  found  in  Ireland  are 
by  no  means  identical  or  possessing  the  same  characteristics  ;  that  the 
truly  l)lunt  crenate-leaved  variety  does  not  exist  in  Ireland.     The  author 
considered  that   all  the  forms  of  the  Robertsonian   saxifrages  found   in 
Ireland,  in  the  south-west  parts  at  certain  elevations,  were  identical  with 
those  of  similar  ranges  of  elevation  in  the  Pyrenees,  and  on  the  mountain 
ranges  of  Portugal.     The  singular  fact  of  the  peculiarly  distinct  varieties 
of  form  of  the  saxifrages  may  arise  from  their  proximity  to  each  other. 
In  testing  experiments  with  the  seeds  of  vmhrosa,  he  had  found  that  the 
gi'eater  number  of  the  seedling  plants  assumed  the  Geum  form.     All  the 
varieties  retained  their  characters  permanently  when  cultivated  from  off- 
sets.    In    the    second    edition    of  the    '  British    Flora,'  by  Sir  William 
Hooker,  the  subject  of  the  saxifrages,  although  fully  given,  is  cautiously 
dilated    on,  especially  with   reference    to    the   hypnoid    group ;  and    the 
observations  of  subseq\ient  years  have  verified  the  views  that  were  cer- 
tainly then  formed, — that  the  opinions  of  botanists  were  very  variable  as 
to  what  is  and  what  is  not  a  species.     The  common  form  of  Saxifraga 
umbrosa  of  the  western  parts  of  Ireland  varies  much  from  the  true  umbrosa 
of  the  Pyrenees,  the  former  having  the  leaves  ol)ovate,  with  sharp  cartila- 
ginous notches,  the  latter  with  the  leaves  bluntly  crenate.     All  the  forms 
of  Gtnm  found  in  Ireland  are  identical  with  those  of  the  western  parts  of 
Spain  and  Portugal.      Among  the  forms  exhibited  was  a  very  fine  species 
of   (iHtm,  found   in  the   Great  Blasket   Island,   coast   of    Kerry,  at    the 
extreme  western  point  of  that  island,  exposed  to  the  western  gales  and 
sprays  of  the  Atlantic.     The  drawing  of  the  plant  was  taken  from  a  spe- 
cimen in  full  flower  by  the  late   George    V.  Du  Noyer.     This  beautiful 
saxifrage  is  remarkable  in  having  a  series  of  glands  of  a  rich  rose  colour, 
surrounding  the  base  of  the  ovary,  which   gives  a  remarkai)le  appearance 
to  its  inflorescence.     Mr.  A.  G.  More  has  noticed  at  the  entrance  of  Dingle 
Plarbour,  exposed    to  the  spray  of  the  sea,  remarkably  large  and  strong 
forms  of  Geum.     Tlie  author  continued  : — "  Another  form  \_S.  Judrewsii] 
I  wish  to  exhibit,  in  order  that  botanists  in  their  excursions  in  this  coun- 
try may  recognize  it  by  its  form  of  leaves.     It  has  already  been  described 
by  the  late  I)r.   Harvey,  and  although  so  distinct  from  other  forms   of 
vmbrosa  in  the  foliage,  yet  in  that  variable  group  no  specific  separation 
could  be  formed  on  such  characters.     It  is  in  the  floral  organs  that  the 
distinction  is  maintainable,  and  these  are  so  remarkable  that   it  would 
puzzle  botanists  to  assert  with  certainty  how  hybridization  could   have 
produced  characters  of  the  ovary,  which  cause  its  affinity  to  plants  whose 
periods  of  floweiing  and  perfecting  their  seeds  are  at  an  early  and  late 
period  of  the  season.     This,  as  ]\Ir.  C.  Watson  expresses  in  the  '  Cybele 
Britannica,'  is  a  botanical  puzzle,  and  one  that  renders  it  very  difficult  to 
withdraw  from  its  bolanical  distinctness.      I  have  lately  given  Mr,  A.  G, 
More  the  exact   locality  of  this  rare  form,  and  fully  expect  that  in   the 
course  of  this  summer  he  will  be  able  to  verify  this  as  he  has  done  other 
of  my  discoveries.     I  may  refer  to  some  remarkable  specimens  o^  Saxifra/jn 
stellaris  obtained  on  moist  rocks  in  one  of  those  wild  mountain  retreats 
near  Loc  Coomeatheun,  county  Kerry.      It  ajjpears  very  distinct  from  the 
more  hirsute  and  more  compact  forms  met  on  the  Connor  Cliffs  opposite 
the   Brandon   ranu'e.     The   flowering   stems  are   of   far    more   eloniratc^d 
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growth,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  many  produce  iti  the  axils  of  the  bracts 
foliaceous  buds.  These  characteristics  ally  it  with  S.  lencauthemifoliu  of 
the  Pyrenees,  and  decidedly  to  S.  foliolo-sa  of  Robert  Brown,  described  in 
Torrey  and  Gray's  American  Flora.  On  referrm^  to  notices  already 
given  of  tliese  forms  of  saxifrai^es,  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  in  the 
eleventh  volume  of  the  'Annals  of  Natural  History,'  in  an  article  by 
John  Ball,  Esq.,  a  well-known  European  botanist,  that  he  had  gathered 
ill  the  Otzal  in  the  Tyrol  the  plant  described  as  -S'.  leucatitJieniifoHa, 
Lapeyr.,  by  Reichenbach  and  other  German  botanists,  and  is  quite  of  the 
opinion  of  Bertoloni,  that  it  is  only  a  state  of  >S'.  stdlaris.  Mr.  Ball  gives 
its  characteristics,  showing  how  near  to  or  identical  it  is  with  some  of  the 
forms  of  S.  stellaris.  He  mentions  a  variety  of  ■S'.  utelkn-'is  found  by  him 
in  Cnrslieve,  in  Mayo,  which  is  mucli  more  different  from  the  ordinary 
form.  It  is  larger,  hairy,  and  somewhat  viscose,  the  panicle  widely 
spreading,  the  bracts  foliaceous.  He  considers  this  to  be  llie  same  as 
S.  Clusii,  variety  a.  of  Ue  Caiulolle's  '  Prodromus.'  Similar  forms  have 
been  found  by  me  in  Kerry.  The  late  Professor  Kinahau  mentioned  to 
me  that  he  had  noticed  in  Mayo  the  singular  form  -S'.  Andrewui."  Tliese 
notes  are  merely  intended  as  reference  to  the  plants  exhibited,  not  to  any 
definite  descriptions  of  their  botanical  eharacteristics. 

Notice  had  been  given  at  the  General  Meeting,  held  on  the  5th  of 
April  last,  "That  it  would  be  submitted  to  the  members  the  necessity  of 
the  removal  of  the  museum  collections  of  the  Society  from  Mr.  Williams's 
rooms,  Dame  Street,  and  to  adopt  means  for  their  further  disposal." 
The  following  resolutions  were  proposed  and  seconded,  and  passed 
unanimonsly : — "That  the  following  gentlemen  be  nominated  to  form  a 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  best  means  for  the  disposal  of 
the  museum  collections,  viz.  Professor  Haughton,  P. U.S. ;  li.  P.  Williams, 
Esq.;  Dr.  A.  W.  Foot;  Robert  J.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  and  Arthur  An- 
drews, Esq.  That  Mr.  Montgomery  be  appointed  to  act  as  Secretary  to 
the  Committee.  That  the  library  of  the  Society  be  deposited  in  charge 
of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Arthur  .Andrews." 


giotitmcal  llctos. 

The  members  of  the  iMorocco  Exploring  Expedition  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  safety.  Dr.  Hooker  arrived  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  June,  by  a 
private  vessel,  leaving  the  collector  behind  at  Gibraltar  to  pack  up  the 
specimens,  and  follow  by  the  regular  steamer.  The  collections,  both 
living  and  dried,  have  reached  Kew  in  good  condition,  and  their  deter- 
mination will  soon  be  commenced  ;  but  of  course,  from  the  size  and  intri- 
cacy of  the  numerous  large  genera  of  the  Mediterranean  flora,  this  will 
be  a  work  of  considerable  time  and  labour.  The  living  plants  consist 
principally  of  bulbs.  Orchids,  and  Crassulaceae,  and  the  species  which  are 
suitable  for  general  cultivation  will,  as  they  reach  the  pro|)er  condition, 
be  figured  in  the  '  Botanical  Magazine,'  The  dried  collection  is  estimated 
to  contain  at  least  1000  species.  The  Atlas  collection  alone  fills  four 
large  boxes,  and  no  doubt  will  yield  many  interesting  novelties,  and  en- 
able us  to  understand  clearly  the  general  botanical  characteristics  of  the 


256  BOTANICAL    KEWS. 

only  portion  of  the  area  of  tlie  rich  Mediterranean  flora,  which  np  to  tlie 
present  time  has  remained  totally  unknown. 

Ill  the  number  of  the  '  Refugium  Botanicum '  which  has  recently  ap- 
peared, Mr.  Baker  has  described  and  fio;ured  a  new  genus  of  Liliacece, 
uikIlt  the  name  of  Symea.  It  is  a  plant  from  Chili,  with  the  general 
habit  of  Gagea,  but  with  green  flowers  with  segments  united  in  a  short 
cup  at  the  base,  with  only  three  small  stamens  from  the  throat  of  the  cup, 
aitt-ruiiting  with  three  minute  membranous  staniinodia.  The  other  two 
triandrous  genera  of  capsular  LiUacece  are  Brodiaa  and  Leucocoryue,  both 
West  American. 

Mr,  W.  G.  Smith  has  kindly  forwarded  us  a  letter,  which  he  has  just 
received  from  the  celebrated  fungologist  Fries,  containing  some  criticisms 
oil  the  plates  of  the  first  part  of  '  Mycological  Illustrations,'  noticed  iu 
our  last  number  (p.  222).  We  abstract  the  following  notes: — "Tab.  1. 
Cauthardlmn  radicosiim  nunquam  legi,  quare  de  acutis  difl'erentiis  ignarus 
A.  umhoriato  subjunxi.  Ex.  icone  vestra  ditiferentia  facile  elucet.  3.  i. 
A.  slillatitivs,  pictus  stipite  albo,  in  meo  obscure  cseruleus  e  glutine  spisso 
iiiuncto.  3.  2.  Statiira  omnino  Cortinarii  calUdei,  sed  colores  valde 
diversi,  raeus  pure  luteus,  vester  ferrugineus  et  optime  quadrat  in  descrip- 
tionem  A.  ferrugitiei.  Scop.  Fl.  Carn.  ii.  p.  423.  13.  A.  fumosus,  sed 
non  A.  polius,  Hymen,  mon.  ii.  16.  Colore  differt  ab  Lact.  pallido, 
cujus  icon  in  opere  meo  '  Sveriges  atliga  Svampar,'  potius  fingerem  L. 
quietum.  17.  Boletus  amarus,  B.  pachypode  in  '  Epicr.'  subjunctus,  sed 
forte  diversus.  Yerus  B.  pachypus,  pictus  in  '  Sveriges  atliga  Svampar,' 
cum  pi.  Boletis  et  Hydnis  carnosis.  20.  A.  adnaius,  eximia  nova  species. 
22.   iS'on  Cort.  caridescens,  sed  inter  protei  C.  ciimatilis  formas." 

Professor  F.  W.  C.  Areschoug,  of  Lund,  who  is  engaged  on  a  general 
monograph  of  the  genus  Rubus,  and  has  already  investigated  the  chief 
Continental  collections,  is  at  present  in  London  examining  the  Herbaria 
of  the  British  Museum,  Kew,  the  Linnean  Society,  etc.,  and  studying  the 
living  British  forms  in  the  field. 

The  '  Scottish  Naturalist '  for  July  contains  the  conclusion  of  the  Rev. 
J.  Keith's  list  of  Mosses  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Forres,  and  extracts  re- 
lating to  Scottish  plants  from  Dr.  BosweU  Syme's  Report  of  the  Botanical 
Exchange  Club. 

We  learn  with  regret  that  M.  Fourreau,  known  as  a  fellow-worker  with 
M.  Jordan  in  the  preparation  of  the  '  Icones,'  was  killed  in  one  of  the 
battles  of  the  late  war. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Biblical  Archaeology  on  July  4th,  the 
Rev.  B.  T.  Lowne  read  a  paper  on  the  Flora  of  Palestine;  and  Mr.  J. 
Collins,  on  the  Gums,  Perfumes,  and  Resins  mentioned  in  Scripture. 

Tlie  excellent  course  of  popular  lectures  on  "  The  Natural  History  of  a 
Flowering  Plant,"  recently  delivered  in  Dublin  by  Prof.  Thiselton  Dyer, 
and  of  which  abstracts  have  beeu  printed  iu  the  Dublin  daily  papers  and 
the  '  Gardeners'  C'lironicle,'  are  to  be  published  in  full.  Such  an  intro- 
duction, elementary  and  yet  on  a  level  with  the  advanced  science  of  the 
day,  is  much  wanted. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  : — Hon.  J.  L.  WaiTcn,  W. 
Thiselton  Dyer,  J.  Britten,  R.  Holland,  F.  J.  Warner,  W.  Matthews,  F. 
J.  Ilanbury,  F.  Evershed,  Dr.  Masters,  Dr.  Hance,  W.  G.  Smith,  J.  Renny, 
Professor  Areschoug,  etc. 
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SILER    TRILOBUM  AS   A   BRITISH   PLANT. 

By  Henry  Trimen,  M.B.,  F.L.S. 

(Plate  CXVIII.) 

At  p.  211  of  the  present  volume,  Mr.  .J.  C.  Melvill  has  placed  on  re- 
cord his  discovery  of  this  Uinbellifer  in  Cambridgeshire,  first  in  May-June, 
18(57,  and  again  found  in  May,  1871.  It  is  at  his  request  that  I  have 
written  the  following  notes. 

On  July  10th  last  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  guided  by  Professor 
C.  C.  Babiiigton,  of  Candjridge,  to  the  spot,  and  seeing  the  plant  in  situ. 
The  locality  is  well  described  by  ]\[r.  Melvill,  and  the  Siler  grows  amid 
the  indigenous  vegetation  of  the  district;  and  though  adjoining  a  very 
well-known  spot,  the  "  chalkpit  close,"  at  Cherry-Hinton,  frequently  nien"- 
tioned  by  Ray,  Martyn,  and  Kelhan,  it  is  a  retired  place,  and  one  some- 
what difficult  of  access.  This  may  account  for  the  species  having  been 
overlooked,  for  whether  originally  introduced  or  not,  it  must  surely,  to 
judge  from  the  appearance  of  the  plants,  have  existed  in  this  spot  for 
niiiny  years.  It  has  been  suggested  that  though  noticed  here,  it  had  been 
confounded  witli  Smyriimm  Olumtriim,  which  grows  within  a  few^  yaixls 
of  it  in  the  bushy  hedge  of  the  chalkpit  close  ;  such  a  confusion  seems 
only  likely  when  the  plants  are  quite  young.  The  numl)er  of  individuals 
does  not  now  probably  exceed  a  dozen',  but  Mr.  Melvill  tells  me  that  when 
he  first  noticed  tlie  plant,  four  years  ago,  the  number  was  considerably 
larger,  from  frfty  to  sixty  plants,  cultivation  having  since  invaded  its  then 
limits.  Unless  the  presence  of  Smi/rnium  Oli.satnim.  is  so  considered — 
and  this  grew  here  so  far  back  as  lOfiO  (Ray,  Cat.  Cant.  p.  76) — there  is 
nothing  in  the  surrouiidnig  conditions  of  SUar  to  indicate  an  artificial 
origin,  and  I  should  have  had  little  hesitation  in  admitting  it  into 
the  native  flora,  were  it  not  that  Professor  Babington  informs  me  that 
Mr.  Higgs,  cm-ator  some  thirty-five  years  back  of  the  University  botaiuc 
gnrden,  is  known  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sowing  seeds  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. There  is  no  evidence,  so  far  as  1  know,  tending  to  show  that 
Sllei\  or  any  other  plant  now  found  about  Cambridge,  is  the  result  of  Mr. 
Biggs's  seed-sowings,  still  the  statement  is  one  whicli  it  is  necessary  to 
take  into  consideration  in  attempting  to  determine  the  (piestiou  as  regMrds 
Siler ;  further  data  will  be  afforded  by  the  exotic  distribution  of  the 
species. 

By  the  early  botanists  Siler  was  a  name  applied  to  several  umbelliferous 
plants.  The  Siler  montannm  of  Tragus,  Lobel,  Clusius,  and  others,  is  the 
species  now  called  Lascrpltiiim  Siler,  L.  With  reference  to  the  plant  of 
which  I  am  writing,  though  it  seems  to  have  been  known  by  report  to  C. 
Bauhin,  it  was  not  clenrly  distinguished  till  1672,  when  Morison  (Um- 
bcllif.  p.  8)  well  described  it  under  the  appropriate  name  of  Siler  Aqnilegia 
foliis,  his  figure,  however  (Hist.  Oxon.  iii.  sect.  9.  t.  3.  f.  3),  is  but  poor. 
As  is  somewhat  frequently  the  case  with  plants  which  he  hnd  not  seen,  we 
find  rather  the  reverse  of  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  this  species  made 
by  Liniueus,  who  either  quite  missed  tiie  plant,  or  confused  it  thoroughly 
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with  one  or  more  species  of  Laserpitlum,  under  the  name  of  L.  trUohimr, 
from  wliicli  genus,  ;is  detincc!  l)y  Liimttus,  its  fruit-cliaracters  entirely 
excliule  it.  This  is  well  pointed  out  by  Crantz  (Stirp.  Austriac.  f.  3.  p. 
18G),  who  places  our  plant  in  his  genus  Siler,  in  which,  nevertheless,  he 
unaccountably  also  includes  Linnaeus's  Laserpitlum  Siler  and  L.  galUcum. 
Though  Crantz  then  is  the  founder  of  SUer  as  a  genus  in  the  post-Linuaean 
sense,  the  definition  of  Scopoli  in  the  second  edition  of  his  '  Elora 
Carniolica'  (vol.  i.  p.  217),  who  restricted  it  to  the  present  species,  is 
that  generally  quoted.  Bentham  and  Hooker  give  (Gen.  Plant.  908) 
Scopoli  as  the  authority  for  the  genus,  with  which  they  incorporate 
Hoffmann's  Ayasyllin.  The  technical  characters  of  the  fruit  readily  dis- 
tinguish it. 

SiLEB,  Scop. — *Fruit  glabrous,  oval-oblong,  slightly  dorsally  com- 
pressed ;  commissure  wide,  flat  cr  slightly  concave;  carpels  nearly  semi- 
circular on  transverse  section,  each  with  9  blunt  prominent  ribs,  none  of 
them  winged,  the  5  primary  ribs  rather  thicker  and  more  prominent  than 
the  4  secondary  ones,  the  2  marginal  ones  especially  prominent,  forming 
with  the  adjacent  ones  of  the  other  carpel  a  blunt  double  rim  to  the  fruit ; 
vittie  solitary,  buried  one  in  each  secondary  rib,  and  not  visible  on  the 
surface  of  the  fruit,  two  other  vittse  in  the  face  of  the  commissure ;  seed 
lenticular-com]}ressed,  flat  or  nearly  so  on  the  face ;  stylopod  small,  rather 
flat;  styles  persistent,  closely  reflexed  over  the  stylopod.  (^^hen  dry  the 
dorsal  compression  of  the  carpels  becomes  much  greater,  and  the  ribs  so 
much  narrower  and  more  prominent,  as  to  have  led  to  their  being  described 
as  winged.) 

S.  TRILOBUM  [Crantz,  Austr.  f.  3.  p.  186  (1769)1,  Scopoli.  Fl.  Carn.  ed. 
2.  vol.  i.  p.  217  (1772)  ;  De  Cand.  Prod.  iv.  200.  Liserpitium  trilobim,  L. 
Sp.  857  (ex  parte)  et  plurim.  auct.  Europ.  (non  Crantz,  nee  Lapeyr.  nee 
Eochel).  Siler  aqnilefjifolinm,  Spreng.  Umb.  41  ;  Gfeitn.  Fruct.  p.  92  ; 
Mertens  and  Koch,  Deutsch.  Fl.  ii.  368.  Laserpitiuin  uquilegifollum,  Jacq. 
Austr.  p.  29  (non  Brotero,  nee  De  Cand.).  L.  austriacum,  Pallas  in 
sched. 

Rootstock  vertical,  thick,  the  upper  poition  clothed  with  the  fibrous  re- 
mains of  the  petioles  of  leaves  of  past  years ;  stem  erect,  4  to  6  ft.  high, 
moderately  branched,  terete,  striate,  glabrous,  glaucous,  solid,  branches 
stiff",  rigid  ;  roof-leaves  triternate  on  long  petioles,  the  leaflets  more  or  less 
deeply  trifid,  roumlish,  irregularly  and  very  coarsely  crenate,  stem-leaves 
ternate,  the  leaflets  less  rounded,  trifid,  with  more  elongated  segments, 
petiole  dilated  into  a  rigid  sheathing  base,  all  the  leaflets  thick,  almost 
coriaceous,  glabrous,  shining  dark  clear  green  above,  glaucous  and  ele- 
gantly veined  beneath;  ww^^eZs  terminal,  with  15  to  22  widely  spreading 
branches,  general  involucre  of  1  to  3  ovate-lanceolate  deciduous  bracts  or 
0,  partial  of  5  to  8  small  lanceolate  bracts,  secondary  umbels  distant  with 
20  30  flowers,  rather  lax  ;  flowers  all  regular,  on  long  pedicels,  petals  dis- 
tant, obovate-spathulate,  with  a  narrow  base,  bifid,  with  a  long  inflexod 
point,  white,  when  in  bud  pinkish,  calyx  with  5  minute  teeth,  stamens 
twice  as  long  as  the  petals  ;  fruit  -^  in.  long,  -^  in.  wide,  slightly  con- 

*  AVlien  I  collected  the  specimens  from  which  the  description  is  drawn,  the 
flowering  season  had  passed,  and  the  fruit,  though  it  had  attained  its  full  size, 
was  not  ripe,  also  I  dug  up  no  roots.  In  the  description,  therefore,  the  characters 
of  the  rootstock,  the  flowers,  and  the  fully  ripe  fruit  are  taken  from  Continental 
Bpecimens. 
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Iracted  below  the  stylopofl,  crowned  with   the  persistent  reflexed  styles 
(for  full  descrij)tion  of  the  fruit,  see  generic  characters). 

The  riu'id,  perfectly  solid  stem  and  branches  are  remarkable,  though  not 
peculiar  to  Siler,  amougst  Urabellifers,  when  young  they  are  covered  with 
a  very  glaucous  "  bloom"  ;  the  leaves  are  very  characteristic,  much  like 
those  of  Columbine,  but  thicker  ;  as  the  plant  gets  old  they  gain,  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  the  plant,  a  purplish  tinge.  At  the  point  of  origin  of  the 
radii  of  the  primary  umbel,  the  summit  of  the  branch  is  dilated,  and  after 
the  flowering  period,  forms  a  hemispherical  head,  the  radii  being  then 
separated  by  intervening  portions.  The  largest  umbels  from  Cambridge 
measure  more  than  13  inches  in  diameter;  in  all  the  specimens  the  only 
fertile  ones  are  those  at  the  end  of  the  main  branches  (and  in  these  the 
central  flowers  are  barren)  ;  those  of  the  axillary  branches — which  over- 
top the  terminal  umbels,  and  in  direction  continue  the  axes — are  always 
barren.  The  taste  of  the  fruit  is  aromatic  and  bitter,  not  unlike  that  of 
Smyrnium . 

The  plant  is  figured  in  Morisou's  Hist.  Oxon.  1.  c,  Kivinus'  Plant.  Fl. 
Pentapet.,  Jacquin's  Fl.  Austr.  Icones,  vol.  ii.  t.  147,  and  lleichenbach's 
Ic.  Fl.  Germ.  vol.  xxi.  fig.  1984.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
numerous  descriptions  in  the  Continental  F'loras ;  a  very  good  one  is  that 
in  Godron's  '  Flore  de  Lorraine,'  ed.  2.  vol.  i.  p.  317. 

Geographical  Distribution.  —  There  are  specimens  in  the  herbarium  of 
the  British  Museum  from  Siberia  (Pallas),  Crimea  (Pallas),  Persia  (Au- 
cher  Eloy,  no.  4576),  Austria  (Jacquin,  Mertens),  Styria  (Reichenbach, 
no.  2213,  Pi-ior,  etc.),  Hesse-Darnistadt  (Bagge),  Hanover  (Pflumer), 
Lorraine  (Billot  no.  785).  It  is  also  recorded  from  Provence,  Bavaria, 
Hungary,  Croatia,  Transylvania,  Slavonia,  Central  Eui'opean  Eussia  and 
the  Caucasian  provinces.  De  CandoUe  (1.  c.)  gives  the  Pyrenees,  but  he 
perhaps  here  mistook  Laserpitium  Nestlj^ri,  Soyer-\Mll.,  for  this  species. 
Morison  states  that  he  received  it  from  Monte  Gargano  in  Apulia.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  absent  from  .Scandinavia,  Holland,  Belgium,  W.  France,  Swit- 
zerland (^Laserpitium  trilobnm,  Suter=L.  Gaudinii,  Moretti),  and  Por- 
tugal (Z.  aquilegifolinni,  Brotero=Z.  Nedleri,  Soyer-Will.  ?).  It  seems, 
then,  that  Siler  is  a  plant  of  decided  eastern  proclivities,  its  head-quar- 
ters being  in  Styria  and  adjacent  districts  of  the  Austrian  Empire.  The 
nearest  points  on  the  Continent  to  the  Cambridge  locality  are  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Metz  in  Lorraine  and  the  south-western  portion  of  Hanover 
(Hildesheim,  Bodenwerder,  etc.).  Bushy  places  on  ciialk  and  limestone, 
are  the  localities  it  affects,  and  it  would  appear  to  be  in  most  places  a 
local  and  sporadic  species.  If  the  Cambridgeshire  station  is  a  native  one, 
it  nnist  be  regarded  as  an  isStated  outlying  post;  points  in  its  favour  are, 
the  quite  similar  character  of  the  spot  to  those  in  which  the  plant  is  found 
abroad,  and  the  exce])tional  climatological  and  geographical  conditions  of 
the  district  of  England  in  which  it  is  situated,  shown  by  its  remarkable 
flora,  including  two  other  UmbelliferiB  all  but  restricted  to  it  in  England. 

As  to  the  systematic  position  of  the  genus,  Siler  is  not  very  closely 
allied  to  any  British  UinbcUifercE.  Bentham  and  Hooker,  indeed,  in  Gen. 
Plantarum,  place  it  with  yEthusa,  Qi!//a>/t//e,aud  Siiavs  in  the  tribe  (Eiian- 
therp,  but  the  presence  of  both  secondaiy  and  primary  ribs  separates  it 
both  from  these  and  all  British  genera,  except  the  ]u-i(kly-fruited  ones, 
Daucus,  Cauccdia,  and  Torilis.  If  to  be  included  in  British  floras,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  employ  for  its  reception  a  separate  tiibe  or  subtribe  (^Sile- 
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rinfi^,  Kocli),  wliich  may  be  perhaps  best  placed  between  Peitcedanea:  and 
Daiicbiea. 

\_Note. — Slier  trilohum.  lias  been  so  often  confounded  by  botanical 
writers  with  a  species  (or  perhaps  two)  of  Laserpitiam,  that,  as  a  supple- 
ment to  the  synonymy  above  i^iven,  it  will  be  well  to  add  that  of  L. 
alphuim,  W.  and  K.  The  confusion  has  arisen  in  the  absence  of  ripe 
fruit,  from  the  great  similarity  of  foliage ;  the  carpels  in  Laserpitium  have 
the  secondary  ribs  expanded  into  membranous  wings. 

Laserpitiam.  «//?/««/»,  Waldst.  and  Kit.  PI.  Rar.  Hung.  t.  253.  i.  tri- 
lohnm,  L.  (ex  parte),  Crantz,  Austr.  f.  3.  p.  ]87;  Rochel,  PI.  Banat. 
Rar.  p.  65,  and  tab.  xxvii.  fig.  53;  Tjupeyr.  Abr.  Pyren.  151  (non  auct. 
alior.).  L.  (KjnUcglfoUnni,  De  Cand.  Fl.  Franc,  v.  p.  510,  and  Prod.  iv. 
201;  Brot.  Fl.  Lusit.  i.  427  ?  (non  Jaoq.).  Slier  ulplnnin,  Baumgartu. 
En.  i.  n.  495.  L.  Nestlerl,  Soyer-VVillemet,  Obs.  Bot.  (conf.  Gren.  and 
Godr.  Pi.  Franc,  i.  p.  680). 

Whether  the  Pyreuaeau  plant  is  distinct  from  the  Austrian  is  an  unde- 
cided point.  Nyman  in  his  '  Sylloge'  keeps  them  separate,  but  I  cannot 
trace  any  very  good  characters.  Soyer-VVillemet' s  '  Observations,'  which 
would  no  doubt  throw  great  light  on  the  subject,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
see.] 

ExPLANATiox  OF  Plate  CXVIII. — Siler  trilobmn,  Scop.  Fig.  1.  Portion  of 
root-leaf.  Fig.  2.  Portion  of  umbel  with  nearly  ripe  fruit.  Fig.  3.  Section  of 
nearly  ripe  fruit  v  7.  Fig.  4.  Flower  x  .  Fig.  5.  Ripe  fruit  x  2.  Fig.  6.  Trans- 
verse section  of  ripe  fruit  x  2.  Fig.  7.  Commissure  of  ripe  carpel  x  2.  Figs.  1, 
2,  and  3,  from  specimens  collected  by  Dr.  Trimen  in  July  1871  at  Cherry  Ilinton, 
near  Cambridge.  Fig.  4  altered  from  Jacquin's  Ic.  Fl.  Austr.  Figs.  5,  6,  and  7, 
from  Styrian  specimens  in  the  herbarium  of  the  British  Museum. 


ON   THE    DISPERSION   OF  MONTANE    PLANTS   OVER   THE 
KILLS   OF   THE   NORTH    OF   ENGLAND. 

By  J.  G.  Baker,  P.L.S. 

We  have  in  the  North  of  England  four  separate  tracts  of  hilly  country, 
in  each  of  which,  over  a  considerable  extent  of  surface,  a  particular  kind 
of  rock,  or  more  than  one  kind  combined,  are  accumulated  in  masses  so 
that  each  area  presents  distinctly  marked  orographic  and  lithological  cha- 
racteristics. The  botany  of  each  of  these  four  ranges  has  now  been  very 
thoroughly  explored,  so  that  I  believe  we  may  safely  take  for  granted  that 
very  little  still  remains  to  be  done  in  ascert;*ttiing  which  of  the  Montane 
species  grow  in  each  of  the  four  areas,  and  which  are  absent.  I  propose, 
therefore,  in  the  present  paper  to  go  througli  the  list  of  Montane  plants, 
and  examine  how  they  are  distributed  through  the  four  masses,  not  quoting 
special  stations  in  detail,  as  these  are  mostly  in  print  already,  but  simply 
noting  in  brief  general  terms  the  rarity  or  commonness  of  the  plant  in 
each  particular  tract,  and  indicating  which  of  the  species  of  the  two  Boreal- 
montane  types  have  made  themselves  at  home  in  some  of  the  ranges,  but 
are  absent  from  others  ;  so  as  to  bring  together  in  one  view  a  compendious 
summary  of  the  facts  of  the  subject. 

The  four  ranges  of  hill  may  be  named  and  characterized  as  follows, 
viz.  : — 
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1.  The  Porphyrillc  Hills. — The  Cheviot  mass,  composed  entirely  of 
igneous  rocks  of  a  porphyritic  character,  situated  partly  in  the  north-west 
of  Northumbi;rland,  and  partly  in  Koxburghsbire.  Like  all  the  others, 
this  has  its  base  in  Mr.  Watson's  Midagrarian  zone.  There  may  be  a 
square  mile  of  area  that  rises  into  his  Arctic  zone,  the  two  highest  peaks 
reaching  2348  and  2676  feet,  but  the  upper  part  of  these  peaks  is  very 
bare  and  monotonous,  and  almost  destitute  of  damp  precipice  ;  and  I 
know  of  only  seven  Montane  species  that  grow  there  above  650  yards. 
1  am  lea\ang  out  of  account  entirely  in  this  paper  that  portion  of  the 
Cheviot  mass  that  falls  within  iScotland,  which  1  have  not  liad  the  oppor- 
tunity of  exploring  personally.  That  portion  which  falls  within  Northum- 
berland is  about  200  srpiare  miles  in  area,  and  is  drained  by  branches  of 
the  Tweed  and  Coquet. 

2.  The  Carboniferous  Hills. — The  area  wdiicli  I  am  including  here  under 
this  head  is  that  portion  of  the  Pennine  chain  that  falls  between  the  Tyne 
and  the  Wharf.  It  embraces  an  area  of  at  least  a  thousand  square  miles, 
belongs  entirely  to  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Pennine  ridge,  and  tills  up  the 
whole  of  the  western  part  of  North  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  the  southern 
part  of  Northumberland.  The  following  streams  run  through  it  from 
west  to  east : — the  Wear,  Tees,  Swale,  and  Yore  ;  and  the  hills  between 
them  rise  very  gradually  as  we  ascend  the  streams,  culminating  in  several 
isolated  peaks  and  ridges  that  reach  into  the  Iiiferarctic,  but  none  into  the 
Midarctic  zone.  The  rocks  consist  of  several  important  bands  of  homo- 
geneous encrinitic  limestone,  with  thick  masses  of  intervening  and  super- 
posed clays  and  sandstone,  and  in  Teesdale  a  considerable  mass  of  basalt 
is  interposed  amongst  the  sedimentary  strata. 

3.  The  Slate  Hills  of  the  Westmoreland  and  Cumberland  Lake  district 
occupy  an  area  of  about  400  square  miles.  The  nsain  lakes  which  are  in- 
terspersed amongst  them  are  all  decidedly  W'ithin  100  yards  of  the  sea 
level.  The  following  peaks  exceed  900  yards  :  —  Scawfell  Pikes  (which 
reaches  3208  feet),  Scawfell,  Helvellyn,  Fairtield,  Skiddaw,  Bowfell,  Great 
Gable,  Saddleback,  Grassmoor,  St.  Sunday  Crag,  and  High  Street.  These 
spread  over  an  area  of  not  less  than  20  miles  Irom  east  to  west,  and  of 
10  miles  from  north  to  south,  and  of  most  of  them  some  at  least  of  the 
sides  are  abrupt  and  precipitous.  We  may  fairly  regard  all  these  peaks 
that  have  been  mentioned  as  rising  into  the  Midarctic  zone  ;  so  that  in 
this  point,  and  also  in  its  much  greater  rainfall,  as  well  as  in  its  litholo- 
gical  constitution,  this  group  differs  from  all  the  other  three. 

4.  The  Oolitic  Hills  of  North-East  Yorkshire,  which,  with  the  Lias 
upon  which  they  rest,  occupy  an  area  of  850  square  miles.  The  MicUlle 
Oolite,  which,  running  from  cast  to  west,  fills  up  the  southern  third  of 
this  area,  is  almost  entirely  calccU-eous  in  lithological  constitution.  The 
Lower  Oolite  and  Lias  of  the  lower  levels  and  northern  two-thirds  of  the 
area  are  arenaceous  and  aluminaceous.  Numerous  streams,  running  prin- 
cipally north  and  south,  break  up  the  mass,  the  general  character  of  which 
is  that  of  an  elevated  table-land,  into  dales  and  glens.  None  of  the 
higher  peaks  and  ridges  exceed  1500  feet,  so  that  this  mass  is  deeideiUy 
lower  than  the  three  others,  and  does  not  anywhere  attain  even  the  Infer- 
arctic  zone. 

1  am  not  taking  into  account  at  all  the  low  hills  of  the  centre  of 
Northumberland,  or  of  the  western  sh)pe  of  the  Pennine  chain  through 
Cumberland  ami  Wislmonlaiul,  or  its  I'xtrn-iou  througii  the  Wt'st  Hi«hug 
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of  Yorkshire,  or  of  the  range  of  Limestone  hills  that  bounds  the  Skte  hills 
of  the  lake  country  on  the  south,  stretching  from  Kendal  westward,  past 
Milnthorpc  and  Arnside  Knot,  to  the  coast  at  Silverdale  and  Humphry 
Head  ;  all  of  which  are  simikr  in  their  iithology  and  botany  to  tract  No. 
2,  and  yield  very  few  additional  species. 

List  of  Species. 

1.  ThaUctrim  alpinum.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  In 
the  Slate  on  high  damp  crags  of  Helvellyn,  Fairfield,  and  the  Scawfell 
group  of  summits.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  confined  to  the  super- 
agrarian  basaltic  crags  of  Teesdale. 

2.  Thalictrum  minus,  var.  montanum.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and 
Oolite ;  in  the  Slate,  on  a  few  superagrarian  crags  of  the  Skiddaw  group 
only ;  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  one  place  only  in  Arkendale,  on  a 
limestone  scar.  Var.  fli^xiiosum,  in  the  Slate  tract  frequent  amongst  the 
large  lakes ;  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  scattered  through  the  Midagrarian 
zone  in  Teesdale,  but  not  known  in  any  of  the  other  valleys  ;  unknown 
among  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite. 

3.  TrolUus  europcem.  Occurs  more  or  less  plentifully  in  all  the  four 
tracts,  ascending  in  Teesdale  to  the  Inferarctic  zone. 

4.  Thlaspi  alpestre.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  Reported 
doubtfully  or  on  doubtful  authority  from  two  places  in  the  Slate  district, 
and  requiring  confirmation  before  it  can  be  accepted.  In  the  Carbonife- 
rous tract,  known  in  a  dozen  or  more  good  stations,  always  about  lead- 
mines,  ranging  in  level  from  100  to  750  yards. 

5.  Siibularia  aquatica.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Car- 
boniferous tracts.      In  the  Slate  district  in  two  of  the  large  lakes. 

6.  Druba  incana.  Porphyry  and  Oolite  unknown.  Slate,  reported 
from  a  single  station  on  doubtful  authority.  Frequent  in  the  Carbonife- 
rous tract  on  the  high  limestone  cliffs  in  all  the  dales  from  the  Wear  to 
the  Yore. 

7.  Arahis  petrcaa.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Carbonife- 
rous tracts.  In  the  Slate  district  in  two  stations  amongst  the  Scawfell 
group  of  summits. 

8.  Viola  lidea.  Occurs  in  all  the  four  tracts  ;  in  the  Oolite  in  two 
places  only;  much  more  plentifully  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  than  in  any 
of  the  other  three. 

9.  Brosera  anglica.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic  and  Carboniferous 
tracts.     Two  stations  each  in  the  Slate  and  Oolite. 

10.  Silene  acauUs.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Carbonife- 
rous tracts.  Several  stations  amongst  the  higher  peaks  of  the  Slate 
country. 

11.  Lychnis  alpina.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Carbonife- 
rous tracts.  In  the  Slate  district  near  the  summit  of  one  of  the  peaks  of 
second-rate  height,  at  about  2000  feet. 

12.  Arenaria  verna.  Universally  distributed  amongst  the  hills  and 
daleo  of  the  Carboniferous  tract,  ascending  to  the  Inferarctic  zone.  In 
the  Slate  known  in  two  places  only  on  precipices  of  the  Liferarctic  zone. 
Unknown  among  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite. 

13.  Arenaria  uUginosa.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  on  one  hill  in 
Teesdale  at  5-600  yards.     Uidcnown  in  the  other  three  districts. 
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14.  Stelliirla  nemorinn.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyvy.  Scattei'ed  tli rough 
the  (hiles  of  the  Slate,  Carboniferous,  and  Oolitic  tracts,  just  reachinj^  (one 
station)  into  the  Superagrarian  zone. 

15.  Ceradium  alpinum.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Carboniferous, 
and  Oolite  districts.  In  the  Slate  tract  on  three  hills  on  precipices  of  the 
Inferarctic  zone. 

16.  Geranium  sylvaticum.  More  or  less  abundant  in  all  the  four  dis- 
tricts, but  not  seen  anywhere  above  the  Agrarian  region. 

17.  Vicia  sylvadca.  Scattered  in  Michigrarian  woods  of  the  Carboni- 
ferous, Slate,  and  Oolitic  tracts.     Not  known  in  the  Porphyry. 

18.  Pnmits  Padiis.  Frequent  throughout  all  the  four  districts  within 
the  limits  of  the  Agrarian  region. 

19.  Dryas  octopetala.  In  Teesdale  in  one  good  station  on  Limestone 
at  550  yards.     Unknown  in  the  Slate,  Porphyry,  and  Oolitic  tracts. 

20.  PoteidiUa  fraticosa.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  extending  in  Tees- 
dale  20  miles  along  the  river  in  the  Midagrarian  and  lower  half  of  the 
Superagrarian  zone.  In  the  Slate  district  in  a  single  ravine  of  the  Scaw- 
fell  group  of  summits.     Unknown  in  the  Oolite  and  Porphyry. 

21.  P.  alpestris.  Carboniferous  tract  in  three  or  four  ditferent  stations 
in  Teesdale,  and  one  in  Wensleydale.  In  the  Slate  tract  known  in  one 
place  only.     Unknown  among  the  Oolite  and  Porphyry. 

22.  RHhus  Chamfemorvs.  In  the  Carboniferous  and  Porphyritie  tracts 
universally  distributed  through  the  Arctic  region,  and  though  casually 
descending  below  it,  yet  generally  furnishing  in  climbing  a  hill  the  best 
botanical  indication  that  a  height  of  600  or  650  yards  is  reached.  Un- 
known of  course  in  the  Oolitic  tract.  In  the  Slate  tract  it  does  occur  on 
a  few  of  the  eastern  ridges  and  peaks,  but  although  I  specially  looked  for 
it,  I  saw  it  nowhere  in  the  Skiddaw,  Helvellyn,  or  Scawfell  group  of  sum- 
mits, or  indeed  anywhere  in  the  central  or  western  thirds  of  the  Lake 
Slate  hills. 

23.  R.  saxatilis.  Scattered  in  the  dale  Avoods  and  amongst  the  lower 
precipices  of  all  the  four  districts. 

24.  Alchemilla  alpim.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Car- 
boniferous tracts.  Common  amongst  the  precipices  of  most  of  the  higher 
hills  of  the  Slate  district,  ascending  to  950  yards  on  Great  Gable,  de- 
scending to  within  100  yards  of  the  sea-level  in  Wastdale. 

25.  EpUobiam  anaguUidi/olinni.  Unknown  in  the  Slate  and  Oolite 
tracts.  In  the  Porphyry,  near  the  top  of  two  of  the  ravines  (Super- 
agrarian  or  perhaps  Inferarctic  zone).  In  the  Carboniferous  district  in 
one  locality  in  the  Durham  part  of  Teesdale  in  the  Superagrarian  zone. 

26.  E.  uhiiiifoUum.  Unknown  in  the  Oolitic  tract.  Abundant  in  the 
Porphyritie,  Cai-bonifcrous,  and  Slate  tracts  in  streamlets  of  the  Super- 
agrarian  and  Inferarctic  zones. 

27.  Clrccea  alpim.  Absent  from  the  Porphyritie,  Carboniferous,  and 
Oolitic  tracts.  In  numerous  stations  in  the  Slate  tract  about  the  Lake 
sides  and  through  the  Superagrarian  zone. 

28.  Ribes  petroeum.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritie  and  Oolitic  hills. 
Only  two  or  three  stations  known  in  the  Slate  tract  in  the  INIidagrarian 
zone.  In  numerous  localities  in  the  Carboniferous  dales,  ascending  to  500 
yards  on  the  Teesdale  basaltic  crags. 

29.  8edum  RhodioJa.  In  one  station  in  the  Porphyry,  in  a  ravine  at 
400  yards.      In  the  Carboniferous  tract  known  formerlv  in  one  station  in 
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Teesdale  ou  the  basalt,  but  not  seen  lately.  In  many  localities  in  tlic 
Slate  tracts  ou  the  damper  precipices  of  the  Superagrariaii  and  Inferarctic 
zones. 

30.  S.  villosum.  Scattered  widely  over  the  Porjihyritic  and  Carbonife- 
rous hills.  Unknown  in  the  Oolite.  In  the  Shite  reported  from  two 
stations,  but  never  seen  bv  mvself. 

31.  Saxifraga  stellaris.  Scattered  over  the  Porphyritic  peaks  and  down 
their  sides.  Universally  distributed  amongst  the  Slate  hills  from  the 
Midarctic  peaks  down  to  the  Lake  shores.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract 
known  in  Tynedale,  Weardale,  and  Teesdale,  but  not  seen  in  Swaledale  or 
Yoredale.     Unknown  in  the  Oolitic  tract. 

32.  S.  nivalis.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolitic,  and  Carboniferous 
tracts.  In  the  Slate  district  in  tliree  or  four  stations  on  damp  Inferarctic 
precipices. 

33.  S.  Hirculus.  Not  known  anywhere  in  the  Porphyritic,  Oolitic, 
and  Slate  tracts.  In  the  Carboniferous  district  in  about  haU-a-dozen 
different  stations  in  Teesdale  and  Weardale. 

34.  S.  aizoides.  Nearly  or  quite  as  frequent  in  the  Slate  district  as  S. 
stdlaris,  descending  as  low,  but  not  ascending  quite  so  high.  In  the 
Carboniferous  tract,  abundant  in  Teesdale,  but  not  known  elsewhere. 
Absent  from  the  Porpliyry  and  Oolite. 

35.  S.  oppositifolia.  Absent  from  the  Poq^hyritic,  Oolitic,  and  Car- 
boniferous districts.  Damp  precipices  of  the  Inferarctic  zone  in  the  Slate 
tract  on  Glaramara,  Helvellyn,  and  Scawfell. 

36.  S.  hypnoides.  Unknown  among  the  Oolitic  liills.  Widely  spread 
through  the  three  other  groups  of  hills,  ascending  in  each  from  the  Mid- 
agrarian  to  the  Inferarctic  zone. 

37.  Paniassia  pnlnstris.  Frequent  in  swampy  places  in  all  the  four 
districts  through  the  Ao-rarian  region. 

O  O  r^ 

38.  Cornus  suecica.  In  one  long-known  station  in  the  Porphyry,  and 
three  places  in  the  Oolite  in  the  Midagrarian  zone.  Unknown  in  the 
Slate  and  Carboniferous  hills. 

39.  Meiim  athamaiUiciim.  Unknown  amongst  the  Porpliyry  and  Oolite. 
In  the  Carboniferous  tract  not  seen  lately,  but  one  station  recorded  on  old 
authority.  Two  or  three  stations  in  the  Slate  tract  in  the  Midagrarian 
zone. 

40.  Galium  boreale.  Unknown  amongst  the  Poi-phyry.  One  station 
in  the  Oolite  recorded  on  old  authority  ;  probably  a  mistake.  In  the  Car- 
bunil'erous  tract  common  in  Teesdale,  along  twenty  miles  of  the  river,  and 
occurring  also  in  Tynedale  and  Swaledale.  In  the  Slate  district  on  the 
shore  of  most  of  the  lakes,  and  ascending  sparingly  to  the  mountain  pre- 
cipices, but  not  known  anywhere  above  the  Agrarian  region. 

41.  Crepis  paludosa.  Frequent  in  damp  woods  and  meadows  in  all  the 
four  tracts  throughout  the  Agrarian  region. 

42.  Hieracinm  alpivurn  {holosericeuin,  Backh.).  Unknown  in  the 
Carboniferous,  Oolitic,  and  Porphyritic  districts.  In  the  Slate  ou  pre- 
cipices of  the  Inferarctic  zone  on  Glaramara,  Scawfell,  and  Langdale 
Pikes. 

43.  If.  pulmonarium  {chrysanthum ,  Backh.).  Unknown  in  the  Car- 
boniferous, Oolitic,  and  Porphyritic  districts.  In  the  Slate  on  high  pre- 
cipices of  Helvellyn,  Glaramara,  and  Scawfell. 

44.  II.  pallidum,  including  UtHiopliylluin.    Moderately  frequent  amongst 
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the  precipices  of  the  Porphyritic,  Slate,  and  Carboniferous  districts.  Un- 
known in  the  Oolitic  tract. 

45.  //.  anjentenm.  Two  or  three  stations  only  in  the  Slate  and  Por- 
phyry.    Unknown  in  the  Oolitic  and  Carboniferous  hiils. 

41.  H.  Laicsoni.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  Numerous 
stations  scattered  over  the  Slate  tract.  In  the  Carboniferous  district  in 
several  places  in  Teesdale  and  Swaledale,  but  not  known  elsewhere. 

47.  H.  iricttm.  Unknown  amongst  the  Slate,  Oolite,  and  Poi-phyry. 
In  the  Carboniferous  tract  frequent  in  Teesdale  through  the  Superagrarian 
zone,  but  not  known  in  any  of  the  other  dales. 

48.  H.  gothicnm.  One  station  each  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  Scat- 
tered over  the  Slate  and  Carboniferous  tracts. 

49.  H.  driclum.  Two  stations  only  in  the  Slate  tract.  Unknown  in 
the  other  three  districts. 

50.  //.  crocatum.  Streamsides  of  the  Agrarian  region  zone  in  all  the 
four  districts,  but  in  the  Oolite  in  one  station  only. 

51.  //.  corytnboHiiiu.  One  station  in  the  Porphyry.  In  the  Carboiiife- 
rous  tract  plentiful  in  Teesdale,  and  occurring  also  in  Swaledale  and  Yore- 
dale.     Unknown  amongst  the  Slate  and  Oolite. 

52.  H.  prenatdhoidts.  One  station  in  the  Porphyry.  In  the  Carboni- 
ferous tract,  unknown  in  Teesdale,  which  is  much  the  richest  valley  for 
the  genus  in  general,  but  there  are  single  stations  each  in  Tynedale, 
Swaledale,  and  Yoredale.     Unknown  in  the  Slate  and  Oolite. 

53.  Saussurea  alpitia.  In  the  Slate  tract,  one  station  long  known  in 
Helvellyn  at  8900  yards.     Unknown  in  the  other  three  districts. 

54.  Carduus  heterophyllus.  Frequent  in  the  dale  woods  and  meadows 
of  the  Slate  and  Carboniferous  hills.  Occurs  also  in  the  Porphyry,  and  in 
one  place  in  the  Oolite. 

55.  Gnaphalium  dioicinn.     Widely  spread  over  all  the  four  districts. 
5(5.   Campantda  latifolla.     Frequent  in  the  four  districts;  rare  above 

the  Midagrarian  zone, 

57.  Lobelia  Dortmnnna.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry,  Oolite,  and  Car- 
boniferous tracts.  Plentiful  in  the  Slate  tract  in  all  the  large  lakes,  and 
ascending  in  the  tanis  up  to  500  yards. 

58.  Arbutus  Uva-ursi.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  In 
two  or  three  stations  each  in  the  Carboniferous  and  Slate  tracts  in  the 
Superagrarian  zone. 

59.  Faccinium  uUr/inosum.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic,  Slate,  and 
Oolitic  tracts.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  one  isolated  station  in  Tees- 
dale, and  two  or  three  in  the  Midagrarian  zone  in  Tynedale. 

60.  V.  Filis-Idcea.  Frequent  in  all  the  four  districts,  in  each  ascend- 
ing to  nearly  the  summits  of  the  highest  peaks. 

61.  PijroLa  media.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic  tract.  Scattered 
through  the  three  other  districts  in  the  Midagrarian  zone  only. 

62.  F.  minor.  Like  the  preceding,  not  known  in  the  Porphyry,  and 
scattered  through  the  three  other  ilistricts,  but  ascending  in  the  Carboni- 
ferous tract  into  the  Superagrarian  zone. 

63.  P.  secunda.  Unknown  in  the  Oolite.  Known  in  one  station  each 
in  the  Porphyritic  and  Carboniferous  tracts,  and  in  two  in  the  Slate  district. 

64.  Bartsin  alpiua.  Plentiful  in  the  CarbonilVrous  tract  in  Upper 
Teesdale  on  both  sides  of  the  river.      Unknown  elsewhere. 

65.  Melampyrum  sylvaticum.      Unknown  in  the   Porphyry  and  Oolite. 
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Known  with  certainty  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  one  station  in  Tees- 
dale.  Rejjorted  from  several  stations  in  the  Slate  district,  but  I  have 
never  seen  either  living  or  dried  specimens,  and  the  name  is  very  frequently 
misapplied. 

66.  Orohanche  rubra.  One  station  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  on  a 
Limestone  scar.     Unknown  elsewhere. 

67.  Myosotis  alpestris.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  one  place  on 
Micklefell,  in  the  Inferarctic  zone.     Unknown  elsewhere. 

68.  Trientalls  europaa.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry.  Scattered  widely 
over  the  Carboniferous,  Oolitic,  and  Slate  hdls  in  the  Agrarian  region. 

69.  Polygonum  viviparum.  Unknown  in  the  Oolite  and  Porphyry. 
In  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  Teesdale,  VYeardale,  and  Wensleydale  in 
numerous  stations  over  a  range  in  elevation  from  200  to  550  yards.  In 
the  Slate  district  known  only  on  the  Red  Tarn  slope  of  Helvellyn. 

70.  liuniex  aquaticus.  Given  by  Mr.  Watson  as  a  plant  of  the  Lake 
province,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  special  station  among  the  Lake  hills. 
In  the  Carboniferous  tract,  frequent  in  most  of  the  dales,  ascending  to 
450  yards. 

71.  Ernpetrum  nigrum.  A  common  plant  over  all  the  four  ranges  of 
hill,  in  each  ascending  to  the  highest  peaks. 

72.  Salix  rdgricam.  Unknown  in  the  Slate  tract,  but  most  likely 
overlooked.     Widely  scattered  in  the  dales  of  the  three  other  tracts. 

73.  S.  phjUcifolia.  Abundant  in  the  dales  of  the  Carboniferous  tract 
up  to  500-550  yards,  but  not  known  in  any  of  the  other  three  districts. 

75.  S.  herbacea.  Unknown  in  the  Carboniferous,  Oolitic,  and  Porphy- 
ritic  tracts.  In  the  Slate  tract  on  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  highest  peaks, 
probably  on  all  those  that  attain  the  Inferarctic  zone. 

76.  Listera  cordata.  Widely  scattered  through  all  the  four  districts, 
but  not  known  above  the  Agrarian  region. 

77.  Tofddia  palustrls.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  plentiful,  in 
Teesdale  on  both  sides  of  the  river  through  the  Superagrarian  zone.  Not 
known  anywhere  else. 

78.  Jimcus  tr'ujlumis.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  one  good  station 
in  Teesdale.  In  three  or  four  places  on  the  Slate  hills  in  the  Arctic 
zone.     Unknown  in  the  other  two  districts. 

79.  Lnzula  spicata.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic,  Oolitic,  and  Carbo- 
niferous tracts.  In  the  Slate  district  in  two  places  on  Fairfield  and 
Helvellyn. 

80.  Kobresia  caricina.  In  the  Carboniferous  tract  plentiful  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  in  Teesdale  through  the  Superagrarian  zone.  Un- 
known in  the  three  other  tracts. 

81.  Carex  dioica.  Widely  spread  in  all  the  four  districts  through  the 
Agrarian  region. 

82.  C.  paucijlora.  In  the  Oolitic  tract  in  two  or  three  places.  Un- 
known in  the  others,  but  a  very  likely  plant  to  be  overlooked. 

83.  C.  rigida.  L'nknown  in  the  Oolite.  In  the  other  three  districts 
occurring  on  the  peaks  that  reach  the  Arctic  zone. 

8i.  C.  capillaris.  In  Teesdale  on  both  sides  of  the  river  in  the 
Superagrarian  and  Inferarctic  zones.  Unknown  in  the  three  other  dis- 
tricts. 

85.  Seder ia  ccerulea.  Frequent  in  the  dales  of  the  Carboniferous 
tract,  especially  in  Teesdale,  ascending  to  800  yards.  Unknown  in  the 
other  three  districts. 
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86.  Mdica  nutans.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry.  *  Widely  spread 
through  each  of  tlie  three  other  tracts  in  the  Agrarian  region. 

87.  Poa  alpbia.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic,  Carboniferous,  and 
Oolitic  tracts.     In  the  Slate  district  in  one  place  on  Helveliyn. 

88.  Festuca  sylvatica.  Unknown  in  the  Oolite  and  Porphyry.  In  the 
Carboniferous  tract  in  one  station,  and  in  the  Slate  tract  in  three  or  four, 
all  in  the  Midagrarian  zone. 

89.  Woodala  ilvpmis.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  In  one 
station  in  tiie  Carboniferous,  and  in  four  or  five  in  the  Slate  district. 

90.  Pulypodlum  Fhegopterk.  Widely  dispersed  through  all  the  four, 
ranges  both  horizontally  and  vertically,  reaching  800  yards  in  the  Lakes. 

91.  P.  Dri/opteris.  Dispersion  just  like  that  of  the  last,  reaching  700 
yards  in  Teesdale. 

92.  Allosorus  crispus.  Pound  in  all  the  four  ranges,  but  very  rare  in 
the  Oolite,  and  specially  abundant  in  the  Slate,  where  it  is  dispersed 
universally  horizontally,  and  climbs  vertically  from  the  Lake  sides  to  the 
highest  peaks. 

93.  Aspidinm  Lonchitis.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyry  and  Oolite.  One 
station  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  in  Teesdale,  and  three  or  four  have 
been  ascertained  in  the  Slate  range. 

94.  Asplenium.  viride.  Known  in  all  the  four  ranges,  but  very  rare  in 
the  Oolite  and  Porphyry.  Commonest  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  on  the 
limestone  scars,  ascending  to  800  yards. 

95.  A.  septentrionale.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic,  Oolitic,  and  Car- 
boniferous tracts.  In  several  stations  in  the  Slate  district  in  the  Mid- 
agrarian  and  Superagrarian  zones. 

96.  Lycopodium  aiinothmm.  Unknown  in  the  Porphyritic,  Oolitic,  and 
Carboniferous  tracts.  In  the  Slate  district,  plentiful  on  one  hill  only 
(Bowfell). 

97.  Lycopodium  alpirmm.  Widely  dispersed  through  all  the  four 
ranges,  ascending  to  1000  yards  on  Skiddaw. 

98.  L.  selaghioideH .  Similar  to  the  last  in  its  dispersion,  ascending  to 
900  yards  on  Helveliyn. 

99.  Isoetes  lacustris.  In  the  Slate  district  plentiful  in  all  the  large 
lakes,  and  occurring  also  in  most  of  the  tarns.  Quite  unknown  in  the 
three  other  ranges. 

100.  Equisetum  umbrosmn.  In  Teesdale,  along  ten  miles  of  the  river, 
jH'incipally  in  the  Superagrarian  zone.  Not  known  in  the  other  three 
ranges. 

101.  E.  hyemale.  L^nknown  in  the  Porphyry.  Scattered  sparingly  in 
the  other  three  districts,  but  not  known  above  the  Midagrarian  zone. 

102.  E.  var'mjatum.  In  Teesdale  over  a  range  of  from  250  to  500 
yards.  In  the  Slate  district  reported  by  Winch  from  a  single  station. 
Not  known  in  the  Porphyritic  and  Oolitic  ranges. 

The  occurrence  or  absence  of  the  species  in  each  range  will  be  shown 
most  clearly  by  the  table  on  page  268. 

In  looking  over  the  lists,  the  following  comments  of  a  general  character 
suggest  themselves : — 

1.  With  regard  to  the  Porphyritic  tract,  the  paucity  of  Montane  plants, 
as  counted  both  by  species  and  individuals,  is  remarkable  when  we  con- 
sider the  area  that  it  occupies  and  the  height  to  which  it  reaches,  and  that 
it  is  considerably  more  northern  in  position  than  the  otlier  three  ranges. 
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Thalictrum  alpinum 
,,         ruiuus  .     . 

TroUius  europseus     . 

Thlaspi  alpestre   .     . 

Subularia  aquatica    . 

Draba  incana  . 

Arabis  petrsea  . 

Viola  lutea .... 

Drosera  anglica    . 

Silene  acavilis  . 

Lychnis  alpina 

Arenaria  verna 

„         uliginosa    . 

Stellaria  nemorum     . 

Cerastium  alpinum  . 

Geranium  sylvaticum 

Vicia  sylvatica 

Prunus  Padus . 

Dryas  octopetala  . 

Potentilla  fruticosa  . 
„         alpestris    . 

Eubus  Chamsemorus 
„      saxatiiis    .     . 

Alchemilla  alpina 

Epilobium        anagallidifo 

lium 

,,  alsinifolium 

Circaea  alpina  .     .     . 

Eibes  petraeum     . 

Sedum  Rhodiola  .     . 
„      villosum   . 

Saxifraga  stellaris     . 
,,  nivalis  .     . 

„  Hirculus    . 

,,  aizoides     . 

„  oppositifolia 

„  bypnoides 

Pamassia  palustris    . 

Cornus  suecica 

Meura  atliamanticum 

Galium  boreale     . 

Crepis  paludosa    . 

Hieracium  alpinum  . 

„  pulmonarium 

„  pallidum 

„  argeuteum 

„  Lawsoni . 

„  iricum 

„  gothicum 

„  strictum  . 

„  crocatum 

„  corymbosura 

„  prenantlioides 
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Its  species,  it  will  be  noticed,  belong,  with  very  slight  exception,  to  both 
the  Cai-boiiiferoiis  mid  Slate  ranges.  The  montane  botany  of  the  Por- 
phyry is  just  that  of  the  two  more  southern  ranges,  with  a  large  deduc- 
tion. 

2.  Remembering  the  lower  altitude  reached  by  the  Oolitic  range,  its 
drier  rocks  and  lower  rainfall,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  to  yield 
n)uch  fewer  Montane  plants  than  the  other  three  masses,  and  this  expec- 
tation is  fulfilled.  The  most  striking  instances  of  plants  frequent  in  the 
three  other  ranges  and  absent  here,  are  furnished  by  Rnbus  ChanKpmorus, 
EpilobiHin  ul'iimfoUum,  Sedum  vlllumun,  Saxifraga  stellaris  and  liypnoides, 
Hieruclnm  pallidum,  and  Carex  ricjida. 

3.  Of  the  twenty-four  species  that  occur  in  the  Slate  mass,  but 
are  abs(;nt  from  the  Carboniferous  range,  eight  only  may  fairly  be 
called  frequent.  These  eight  are  Silene  acaulis,  Alcliemilla  alpina, 
Clrcaa  alpina,  Sedum  Rhodlola,  LohtUa  DortmatDia,  Oxi/ria  reiiifurmis, 
Salix  herbacea,  and  Isoeles  lacnstris.  Of  these  twenty-four  species, 
three, — Subularia  aquatica.  Lobelia  Dortmanna,  and  Isoetes  lacmtris, — • 
one  rare,  two  common,  grow  submerged  in  the  lakes ;  one  species  only, 
Snlix  herbacea.,  belongs  distinctly  to  the  hill-peaks,  which  in  this 
mass,  out  of  the  four  only,  reach  the  mid-arctic  zone ;  and  ten  species, 
— Arabis  petraa,  Lychnis  alpina,  Cerastium  alpinum,  Saxifraya  nivalis, 
S.  oppositijolia,  Hieracium  alpinum,  II.  pulmonarium,  Saus.snrea  alpina, 
Luzida  spicata,  and  Poa  alpina, — arc  rare  plants  of  the  precipices  of  the 
Inferarctic  zone,  of  which  there  are  very  few  in  the  Carboniferous  tract.  The 
vertical  and  horizontal  ubiquity  of  Allosorns  crispns  in  the  Slate  tract  is 
also  a  positive  characteristic  that  should  be  taken  into  account,  as  one  of 
its  prominent  botanico-geographical  features  ;  and  the  ubiquity  of  Salix 
herbacea  on  its  peaks  of  the  Mid-arctic  zone. 

4.  Although  for  the  restriction  of  most  of  the  twenty-four  species  to 
the  Slate  mass,  which  grow  there  but  not  in  the  Carboniferous  tract,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  find  a  plausible  reason,  it  is  not  the  same  for  the  presence 
of  the  twenty-four  species  in  the  Carboniferous  tract  which  are  absent 
from  the  Slate,  the  names  of  which  a  glance  at  the  table  just  given  will 
show.  For  four  of  them, — Druba  incana,  Dryas  octopetala,  Orobanche 
rubra,  and  Sesleria  crerulea, — we  may,  no  doubt,  safely  account  on  the 
score  of  a  distinct  preference  for  the  limestone.  But  still  twenty  species 
remain,  for  the  occurrence  of  which  here,  and  not  in  the  Slate  hills,  I 
cannot  venture  to  allege  any  cause  ;  and  the  occurrence  of  these  twenty 
spec'es  under  such  conditions  seems  one  of  the  most  curious  problems 
which  the  geographical  botany  of  the  centre  of  the  island  oilers  for  our 
solution.  Of  these  twenty  species,  ten  are  restricted  to  Teesdale.  All  the 
twenty  are  mainly  or  entirely  plants  of  the  .\grarian  region,  confined  to, 
or  with  their  head-quarters  in,  the  Supcragrarian  zone.  In  athlition  to 
the  presence  of  these  species  liere  which  are  absent  from  the  Slate,  the 
following,  which  are  rare  or  very  rare  in  the  latter,  are  much  more 
abundant  in  the  eastern  mass,  viz.  TIdaspi  alpeslre,  Viola  hitea.  Arena' ia 
verna,  Potentilla  fruticosa,  Rnbus  Chamremorus,  Sedum  villosnm,  Jspleniuni 
viride,  and  Equiselum.  varieyatnm.  T  should  not  omit,  also,  to  mention 
the  abundance  of  Gentiana  verna  in  Teesdale,  in  contrast  with  its  absence 
from  the  Slate  in  this  connection,  although  standing  as  an  "  Intermediate" 
in  the  '  Cybele,'  it  has  not  been  included  in  my  catalogue.  The  ubiquity 
of  Rubus  Cham(Emorus  on  the  Inferarctic  Carboniferous  peaks  is  also  u 
salient  character  of  contruit. 
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5.  Note,  in  conclusion,  that  there  are  only  twenty-three  species  found 
in  all  the  four  masses,  and  that  six.  of  these  are  very  rare  in  the  Oolite, 
leaving  only  seventeen  montane  plants  which  may  be  considered  as  dis- 
persed up  to  a  standard  of  moderate  fi-equency  through  the  four  ranges. 
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Bromus  asper,  L.,  Beneken. — I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  able  to 
S".e  this  in  the  living  state.  An  examination  of  the  plant  noticed  by 
Mr.  Warren  in  Kensington  Gardens  (see  p.  238)  shows  all  the  characters 
pointed  out  by  Ikneken  in  his  paper  (Bot.  Zeitung,  1845,  725),  as  dis- 
tinguishing it  from  his  jB.  serotinus,  which  is  the  usual  English  '"'■asper" 
— or  rather,  if  we  are  to  use  the  oldest  name,  B.  ramosits,  Huds.,  as  I  have 
shown  in  Journ.  Bot.  VIII.  376.  The  aspect  of  the  Kensington  Gardens 
plant  when  growing  is  more  distinct  than  the  characters  would  have  led 
one  to  expect ;  the  slender  nodding  panicle  and  small  hoai'y  spikelets 
scarcely  at  first  suggest  B.  ramosus  (aspe?-)  at  all.  There  are  always  more 
than  two  branches  in  the  lowest  semi-verticil  of  the  panicle,  and  these 
are  shorter  than  in  the  ordinary  plant,  and  not  divaricate  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  main  axis,  but  ascending,  forming  an  acute  angle  with  it ;  the 
upper  part  of  the  panicle  is  drawn  out  and  very  pendulous,  with  several 
short-stalked  single  spikelets  arranged  on  it.  The  spikelets  themselves 
are  not  more  than  an  inch  long,  containing  from  5  to  8  flowers.  The 
glumes  are  much  less  unequal  tlian  in  the  usual  plant.  Good  characters 
are  presented  by  the  upper  glume,  which  has  its  lateral  ribs  strongly 
hairy,  and  by  the  low^er  pales,  which  are  uniformly  hairy  (to  which  the 
grey  appearance  of  the  spikelet  is  due),  and  not  longer  than  their  awns. 
The  anthers  are  orange.  The  leaves,  especially  the  lower  ones,  are  con- 
siderably more  hairy,  and  somewhat  narrower  than  in  usual  B.  ramosus, 
Huds.,  whilst  the  sheath  of  the  uppermost  leaf  is  almost  glabrous. 
Though  some  of  these  characters  are  occasionally  found  in  the  common 
plant,  the  coexistence  of  all  is  sufficiently  characteristic.  Besides  these 
points,  the  plant  cei'tainly  flowers  earlier  than  its  commoner  ally,  the 
Kensington  Gardens  specimens,  which  grow  in  damp  shatly  ground,  were 
past  flowering  on  August  4th  (and  the  process  of  drying  has  since  broken 
up  the  spikelets  into  separate  flowers),  whilst  B.  serotinus,  of  which  I 
saw  plenty  on  the  next  day  in  the  sunny  hedgerows  of  Hilliugdon,  was 
just  in  flower.  The  plant  would  be  worth  cidtivation,  with  a  view  of 
testing  the  permanency  of  tiiese  characters.  As  for  the  locality,  it  seems 
most  likely  that  the  grass  has  been  introduced  into  the  Gardens,  perhaps 
from  abroad  :  Apera  Spica-venti  growls  in  the  same  enclosure.  However 
that  may  be,  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  plants  in  Mr.  Warren's 
remarkable  list,  to  which,  by  the  way,  T  can  add  Impatiens  parvijlora  and 
Bromus  sterilis,  the  former  in  Hyde  Park,  the  latter  in  Kensington 
Gardens. — Henry  Trimen. 


Suffolk  Plants. — I  gathered  several  rare  and  interesting  plants  last 
mouth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mildenhall  and  Cavenham,  and  there  are 
two  of  them  to  which  I  wish  now  specially  to  call  attention.  The  one  is 
a  ciliated  form  of  Poli/r/ala  depressa,  which  I  gathered  on  a  grassy  bank 
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by  tlio  side  of  bogoy  ground  near  Lachford  Bridge.  There  was  plenty  of 
tlie  ordinary  P.  de/jres-sa  on  the  peaty  ground  below  ;  but  every  plant 
which  I  examined  from  the  bank,  which  was  of  a  sandy  soil,  had  the  outer 
sepals  strongly  ciliated.  Mr.  Watson,  on  p.  488  of  his  Comp.  of  Cyb. 
Br.,  mentions  the  probability  of  its  occurring,  but  I  have  not  heard  for 
certain  if  it  has  been  noticed  before.  The  other  plant  is  the  Alsine  laxa, 
Jord.  (variety  of  AUlne  lennifoliii),  I  found  it  abundantly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Icklingham,  Mildeidiall,  and  Herringswell.  It  differs  chiefly 
from  A.  ti^nidfolia  proper,  by  the  longer  capsule,  and  also  by  having  a 
few  glandular  hairs  on  the  calyx. — J.  F.  Dlthie. 


JuNcus  supiNus,  var.  Kochii,  Syme,  E.  B. ;  J.  xigritellus,  KocJi, 
non  D.  Don). — I  gathered  a  few  specimens  of  this  plant  on  a  single  spot 
near  Highbeech,  Essex,  on  the  2nd  of  August.  Its  characters  clearly 
correspond  with  the  description  given  in  E.  B.  under  var.  y,  viz.  stamens 
fi  ;  filaments  twice  as  long  as  the  anthers;  capsule  impressed  at  the  apex. 
I  have  carefully  searched  other  parts  of  Epping  Eorest.  but  I  have  not 
as  yet  succeeded  in  finding  another  locality  for  it.  Considering,  however, 
what  a  very  variable  plant  /.  snpmus  is,  this  variety  has  probably  been 
often  overlooked. ^J.  F.  Duthie. 


Middlesex  Plants. — A.  specimen  of  Barharea  stricta,  Fr.,  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  Mr.  Baker,  enables  me  to  identify  with  it  a  plant  in  my 
herbarium,  collected  at  Chase  Bridge,  between  Twickenham  and  Houns- 
low.  The  large  terminal  and  almost  evanescent  lateral  segments  of  the 
leaves  are  a  striking  character.  Dr.  Boswell  Syme  appears  to  be  in  error 
in  describing  the  colour  of  the  ilowers  as  paler  than  in  B.  vuhjnris. 
Mr.  Baker  correctly  describes  it  as  orange-yellow  and  deept-r.  The  loca- 
lities given  in  the  '  Flora  of  ^Middlesex '  for  Lnthjrus  Nksolia,  L.,  are 
almost  all  somewhat  antiquated  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Bennett,  however,  informs 
me  that  he  lias  seen  lately  numerous  specimens  from  the  neighbourliood 
of  Mill  Hill.— W.  Thiselton  Dver. 

There  is  in  the  Kew  herbarium  a  specimen  of  llerniaria  ylnhra,  L., 
from  Dr.  Burchell's  herbarium,  to  which  the  following  label  is  attached  : — 
"  Herniaria  glabra,  Fl.  B.  Ex  horto  proprio,  evenit  ex  humo  ab  Ealiiii; 
Common,  21.6.17." — James  Bkitten. 

I  found  the  plant  I  now  send — Bnjjleiinnn  rotundifolinm — in  the 
allotment  ground  between  Hanwell  and  Ealing.  It  is  very  luxuriant. — 
E.  C.  White. 

TrujonelJa  ornithopodioidcH,  De  Cand. — T  fouiul  this  species,  ten  or 
twelve  plants,  by  the  wayside  near  the  thirteenth  milestone  on  the  Uxbridge 
road ;  nearly  opposite  Hillingdon  Place  Lodge,  in  Middlesex.  I  see  by 
the  'Flora  of  Middlesex'  (p.  78)  that  it  has  not  l)ccn  recorded  in  the 
county  since  about  1805,  and  is  bracketed  as  "very  probably  or  cer- 
tainly extinct." — J.  L.  Warken. 

Mr.  Warren  kindly  accompanied  me  to  the  spot  above  mentioned. 
The  Triijonolla  gro.\s  in  company  with  T.  miuns  and  abundance  of  typical 
Saqinn  ciUata  along  the  roadside.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhooil  (in 
District  I.  of  '  Flora  of  Middlesex  ')  Professor  Areschoug,  of  Lund,  who 
was  with  us,  noticed  the  following  Rnhi  : — li.  L'mdleianus,  Nees  ;  R.  L'U- 
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costacJiys,  Srti.;  R.  nmbrosns,  Bab.;  R.  Radula,  Weilie;  R.  palUdns, 
Weihe  ;  R  Balfour'umits,  Blox.  ;  R.  coryliJbUi(S,  Sm. ;  R.  dumetonwi, 
Blox.,  and  R.ferox,  Blox.  None  are  additions  to  the  Middlesex  list  as 
already  gfiven  in  the  Flora  by  Mr.  Warren.  Lepidinm  rndernle  is  an 
abundant  wayside  weed  for  almost  the  whole  distance  from  West  Dravtoii 
Eaihvay  Station  to  Hillingdoii  ;  especially  abundant  by  tlie  canal  bridge. 
- — Henry  Trimen, 

My  friend,  Mr.  W.  A.  Tooke,  of  Pinner  Hill,  has  been  diligently  study- 
ing the  botany  of  the  districts  between  Pinner  and  the  Colne.  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  accompanying  him  in  several  of  his  walks  ;  the  result  has 
been  the  addition  of  several  plants  to  the  flora  of  the  district.  It  is  de- 
sirable that  a  record  should  be  kept  of  these  discoveries,  and  T  therefore 
send  vou  the  follo\viu2:  list  of  some  of  the  plants  noticed  by  ns  since  the 
publication  of  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex.'  I  append  the  initials  of  the 
observer  to  each  plant.  Ildiautheinnm  vnJgare,  G;iertn.  [New  to  Middle- 
sex.] On  a  bank  at  Pinner  Hill,  about  two  yards  from  the  Hertfordshire 
boundary.  "There  is  a  considerable  quantity  in  one  patch,  but  it  does 
not  extend  far."  Aug.  lOtli,  1871.  AV.  A.  lil.—Scig'ma  ciliata,  Fr. 
Piuner.  W.  M.  H. — S.  nodosa,  E.  Meyer,  Still  growing  at  Harefield. 
Aug.  1st,  1871.  W.  A.  T. — Oxniis  Acetosella,  L  ,  var.  subpurpnrnscens,  De 
Cand.  Occurs  at  Pinner.  W.  M.  H. — Genista  tinctoria,  L.  Pinner 
Hill,  and  Woodhall,  Pinner.  W.  M.  H. — Bupleurum  rotiindifolium,  L, 
A  single  plant  at  Pinner  in  1869.  W.  M.  H. —  {(Enanthe  VliMandrbnu, 
Lam.  Occurs  in  the  Colne  at  Hamper  Mill,  Herts,  a  few  miles  above  the 
place  where  it  enters  Middlesex.  It  should,  therefore,  be  looked  for  ahont 
Harefield  and  Uxhndge,  W.  M.  H.) — Vlsciim  album,  L.  Northwood, 
on  Thorns  and  Apples  ;  Pinner,  on  an  Apple-tree  at  the  Manor  House. 
W.  M.  H.)— l/^M/k  Rulegium,!..  ["Extinct,"  Fl.  Midd.]  Pond  at 
Piuner  Hill.  W.  M.  H. — Chenopodlum  Vulvaria,  L.  Pinner,  plentiful. 
W.  M.  II. — Neoliia  Nidns-avis,  Pi,ich.  Copse  in  Headstone  Lane,  Pinner, 
Mrs.  Bourne.  This  I  have  not  seen.  W.  M.  H. —  Habniaria  viridis,  R. 
Br.  [New  to  Middlesex.]  Pinner  Hill.  June,  1871.  W.  A.  T.— 
Juncus  dijfiisiis,  Hoppe.  [New  to  Middlesex.]  Porridge-pot  Hill,  Pin- 
ner. Aug.  8th,  1871.  W.  M.  11. — Rolypocjon  mo//sp(diensis,  ^Tfesi'. 
Pool  at  Woodridings,  Pinner.  Aug.  8th,  LS71.  W.  M.  U.  —  Ci/sfopferis 
frn<jUis,  Beruh.  [New  to  Middlesex.]  Pinner.  The  exact  locality  is, 
for  evident  reasons,  withheld.  W.  M.  H. — The  plant  noted  in  '  Flora 
of  Middlesex  '  (p.  273)  as  Epipactis  palitnlrm,  Sw.,  was  found  again 
in  Pinner  Wood  last  year,  1870,  but  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  it.  Two  plants  have  been  found  this  year  in  Nanscot  Wood, 
about  thirty  yards  beyond  the  Middlesex  boundary,  whirh  are  probably 
E.  purpnrata,  Sin.  I  should  have  certainly  marked  them  so,  were  it 
not  that  the  fully-blown  flowers  are  patent  and  not  conuivent,  and  the 
upper  bracts  are  shorter  than  the  flowers.  The  lip  is  very  faintly 
crenatc,  but  not  sufficiently  so  nor  sufficiently  large  to  assure  me  that  it  is 
E.  palnstris.  The  gerniens  of  the  flovvers  are  glandular,  not  downy.  A 
plant  with  very  large  roundish  leaves,  nearly  obovato-spathnlate,  has  been 
found  in  Pinner  Wood  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Tooke  (not  in  ffower),  which  I  think 
will  prove  to  be  EpipadiH  lalifolia.  All.  Should  it  reappear  next  year,  we 
may  settle  this  point.  An  Eplpaclh.  either  lalifolia  or  media,  has  been 
found  in  copse  at  Headstone,  Pinner,  by  Mr.  Bourne. — W.  M.  Hind. 
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Another  New  British  /Ecidium. — Eeading  the  account  of  A. 
stalices,  Desm.  (p.  24-4),  reminds  me  that  A.  Cydonia,  Lenormand, 
occurred  in  some  plenty  on  the  leaves  of  several  Quince-trees  in  Mr, 
Alfred  Smee's  garden  at  Wallington  this  spring. — \V.  G.  Smith. 


Sisyrinchium  Bermudiana,  L. — The  British  Isles  are  not  tlie  only 
liabitat  for  this  plant  iu  the  Old  World.  In  the  Kew  herbarium  there 
are  numerous  specimens  collected  in  elevated  situations  in  the  island  of 
Mauritius  by  Telfair,  Bouton,  and  Ayres.  It  has  also  been  recently  sent 
to    Kew   from    Australia^(probably    Queensland).  —  W,    T.  Thiselton 

Fungi  in  Shropshire. — The  woods  in  this  county  have  been  un- 
usually prolific  in  Fungi  during  the  late  rains,  many  of  the  common 
species  being  almost  unrecognizable  from  their  remarkable  development 
in  size  and  brilliancy  of  colour.  Amongst  the  rarer  species  found  I  may 
name  Hydnotria  Tulasnei,  B.  and  Br.,  which  I  found  in  the  Wrekin 
Wood,  and  which  was  kindly  determined  for  me  by  C.  E.  Broome,  Esq. 
It  measured  3^  inches  in  circumference,  but  was  not  mature.  On  searching 
the  same  spot  some  time  later  in  the  month  (July),  I  was  unsuccessful 
in  finding  another  specimen.  I  also  found  Strobilo7nyces  slrohilaceits. 
Berk.,  in  Whitclifi"  Wood,  near  Ludlow.  This  is  a  very  remarkable 
Fungus,  from  its  resemblance  to  the  cone  of  the  Scotch  Fir,  and  the 
peculiar  red  tinge  which  the  flesh  assumes  when  it  is  cut  or  bruised.  It 
is  vvell  figured  on  a  reduced  scale  in  Mr.  Cooke's  excellent  '  Handbook  of 
British  Fungi.'  In  the  same  wood  occurred  several  specimens  of  Ilydnum 
zonatun?,  Batsch,  which  presented  the  varying  sheen  in  the  spines  exhi- 
bited by  shot-silk,  a  peculiarity  observed  by  Messrs.  Berkeley  and  Broome 
in  specimens  found  at  Ascot  in  186.5. — W.  Phillips. 


AltHvEA  hirsuta,  L. — Mr.  T.  Fovvell-Buxton  writes  to  the  'Field' 
that  this  species  lias  been  found  in  a  disused  brickfield  in  the  parish  of 
Stanstead  Abbott,  Ware,  Hertfordshire.  It  occurred,  I  am  informed, 
with  Alyssum  inca)uwi,  Sapouaria  Vaccaria,  and  other  casuals. — H. 
Trim  en. 


EosA  GALLICA  IN  SuKREY. — I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wilson  Saunders 
for  fine  specimens  of  Rosa  galUca,  gathered  near  Charlwood,  in  Surrey, 
with  the  following  note  upon  the  conditions  under  which  it  occurs  :  — 
"  Where  it  grows  it  is  as  wild  as  Rosa  can'ma,  R.  arvensis,  and  R.  mi- 
cratiHia,  all  found  in  the  same  broad  copse-like  hedge  so  frequent  in 
some  parts  of  Surrey  and  Sussex.  It  grows  on  the  west  side  of  this 
hedge,  facing  a  cornfield,  through  which  there  is  no  footpath.  There  are 
two  patches  of  the  Hose,  one  about  two  or  three  yards  iu  length,  and  cou- 
t<iining  oidy  a  few  plants  ;  the  otiier  many  yards  in  length,  and  contain- 
ing a  considerable  number  of  plants.  The  Eose  is  of  an  upright  growtii, 
rising  two  to  three  feet  among  long  grass  and  other  herbage,  etc.,  and 
fruiting  freely.  The  cornfield  alluded  to  is  situate  about  intermediate 
between  two  farms,  which  are  nearly  half  a  mile  apart,  and  no  buildings 
nearer.     Alter  diligent  research,  I  cannot  find  the  Eose  in  any  other  loca- 
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lity  about  Chavlwood,  either  wild  or  in  the  gardens  of  the  farms  or 
coltagts.  It  is  a  complete  puzzle  to  me  the  locality  of  this  Rose.  I 
cannot  conceive  it  to  be  originally  wild  there,  but  how  it  could  get  so 
tJiorougJdy  naturalized  where  it  is  is  equally  difficult  to  understand.  It 
must,  I  think,  have  been  very  many  years  where  it  is."  The  specimens, 
a  supply  of  which  Mr.  Saunders  has  kindly  dried  for  distribution  through 
the  Exchange  Club,  are  just  like  those  of  ordinary  wild  Continental 
gallica,  quite  unmodified  by  cultivation. — J.   G.  Baker. 


Cybele  (p.  244). — My  communication  (p.  78)  on  the  pronunciation 
of  this  word  contained  a  suggestion  (Cybebe)  and  remarks  almost  iden- 
tical with  the  first  four  lines  of  the  paragraph  on  page  244,  but  by  some 
oversight  the  passage  was  expunged  in  passing  through  the  press.  The 
suggestion  is  not  a  novel  one.  Whether  it  lias  the  sanction  of  MS. 
authority  I  cannot  offhand  say,  uor  is  this  Journal  perhaps  the  fit  place 
for  a  discussion  of  the  question,  or  of  the  merits  of  Professor  Dyer's  last 
suggestion. — E..  Tucker. 


^i'fratts  anb  ^bstrarfs. 


ABSTRACT   OF    RESEARCHES   ON   THE   ANATOMY   OF 

BUD-SCALES. 

By  F.  W.  C.  Areschoug. 
{Translated  bij  W.  T.  Thiseltox  Dyer,  B.A.,  B.Sc.) 

In  a  paper  on  the  structure  of  the  leaf  (^Acta  Tlitlvcrsitatis  Lundeiisis, 
18G7)  1  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  leaf  is  a  flattened  stem.* 
The  limb  consists  principally  of  cortex,  of  wiiich  the  external  tissue,  mo- 
dified, in  the  case  of  leaves  exposed  to  air,  into  a  parenchyma  composed 
of  cells  resembling  the  stakes  of  a  palisade,t  is  developed  more  espe- 
cially on  the  upper  side  of  the  leaf,  while  the  inner  layer  of  the  cortex, 
convei'ted  into  a  spongy  parenchyma,  forms  its  luwe7-  region.  In  the 
bud-scales  the  cellular  tissues  of  the  stem  appear  almost  unchanged,  and 
the  difi'erence  of  structure  between  the  outer  and  inner  sides  of  the  scale 
is  not  so  considei'able  as  that  which  exists  in  leaves  exposed  to  the  air. 
The  cortical  tissues  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  bud-scale  resemble 
those  of  the  stem,  the  outer  layer  being  found,  in  the  bud-scale,  on  both 
sides,  and  entirely  enclosing  the  inner  layer.  The  external  layer,  how- 
ever, is  more  marked  on  the  external  side  of  the  scale,  probably  because 
it  appears  there  as  a  protective  tissue  ;  while  this  hiyer,  modified  in  true 
leaves  into  palisade-parenchyma,  occurs  wholly,  or  at  any  rate  for  the 

*  Casimir  De  Candolle  has  developed  a  theory  in  some  respects  analogous  to 
this.  According  to  his  view,  founded  on  the  half- circular  arrangement  of  the 
fihro-vascnlar  liundles  as  seen  in  a  cross-section,  the  leaf  is  a  branch  with  its 
posterior  half  atrophied.  ('Archives  des  Sciences,'  May,  1868.  Student,  Aug. 
1868.) 

,  t  Palisude-like    parenchyma,"   of   some   German  authors. — See    Duchartre, 
Elements  de  Bot.  p.  330. 
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most  part,  on   the  upper  side,  corresponding   to  the  inner   in   the  bud- 
scide, 

A  pecidiarity,  which  has  nothing  corresponding  to  it  in  leaves  properly 
so  called,  is  the  anatomical  ditierence  which  exists  most  frequently 
between  the  inferior  and  protected  part  of  the  bud-scales  and  their  npper 
and  naked  portion.  The  external  scales  l)eing  wholly  naked,  it  is  only 
at  their  lowest  portion,  where  they  are  attached  to  the  stem  of  the  bud, 
that  they  present  any  difl'erence  from  the  npi^er  portion;  in  all  the  other 
scales  this  distinction  exhibits  itself  throughout  the  whole  protected  po^'liou. 
Speaking  generally,  the  cellular  tissues  of  these  portions  resemble  those 
which  compose  the  stem  in  its  earliest  state  in  the  bud;  they  are  more 
tender,  and  have  their  walls  thinner  than  in  the  npper  portion.  Even  when 
the  internal  structure  of  the  bud-scales  is  only  coni])osed  of  a  kind  of 
liber,  with  vascular  bundles,  as  in  the  Beech,  this  holds  true,  at  least  as 
to  the  delicacy  and  tliinness  of  the  cell-walls.  In  other  respects,  the 
difl'erences  may  involve  either  the  colour  of  the  cell  walls,  and  even  the  cell 
contents,  or  the  structure  of  the  cellular  tissues.  In  these  two  cases  the 
modifications  go  on  augmenting  from  the  base  of  the  bud-scale  to  tlie 
apex,  and  they  are  more  manifest  on  the  outer  side  than  on  tlie  inner. 
The  difference  of  colour  depends  ordinarily  on  the  changes  which  the  cell 
contents  undergo  :  the  lower  part  of  the  scale  contains  ceils  with  colour- 
less cell  walls,  and  cell  conteiits  frequently  containing  chlorophvli,  but 
often  colourless  and  muddy-looking  ;  but  in  the  upper  part  these  are 
transformed  into  a  sap  often  brilliantly  coloured  {T'dia,  Sallx),  or  into  a 
brown  and  resinous  substance,  which  infiltrates  and  tinges  the  cell-walls 
either  of  the  epidermis  alone  or  of  the  rest  of  the  cellular  tissue  as  well 
{Rltamnus  aljiina,  L.). 

In  so  far  as  the  difi'ei'ence  between  the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the 
scales  depetids  on  the  cellidar  tissues,  the  former  may  consist  of  cork  or 
bast  fibres,  while  the  latter  resembles  more  the  stem  within  the  bud. 
However,  the  different  structure  of  the  bud-scales  at  different  heights 
does  not  always  correspond  to  the  cellular  tissues  of  the  stem  and  that  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  scale;  frequently  the  cellular  tissue  of  this,  as,  for 
example,  in  many  conifers,  consists  of  a  layer  of  cork  (^Abies  exceha, 
De  Cand.),  or  is  even  transformed,  for  the  most  part,  into  a  viscous 
matter  {Ulmus  montana,  !Sm  ).  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  bud-scales 
{jEhchIus,  Fraxinus)  where  there  is  no  noticeable  difference  betv  een  the 
two  portions,  and  tiiis  is  especially  the  case  with  those  in  which  tiic 
cellular  tis.-ue  contains  chlorophyll,  and  the  function  of  warmth-retaining 
seems  to  belong  to  the  epidermis. 

The  variety  in  the  inner  structure  of  the  bud-scales  depends  upon  the 
fact  that  it  is  sometimes  one,  and  sonu'tinies  another,  of  the  cellular 
tissues  of  the  stem  which  forms  the  principal  j)ortion. 

It  is  only  the  tissues,  however,  existing  outside  the  cambium  of  the 
stem  which  contribute,  in  a  considerable  extent,  to  the  formation  of  biui- 
scales  ;  the  cambium  and  the  vascular  bundles,  although  they  are  never 
wholly  deficient,  are  always  little  developed.  In  fixing  our  attention  on 
the  exterior  bud-scales,  and  on  the  upper  and  naked  portions  of  the 
inner  bud-scales,  we  shall  find  that  their  princii)al  portion  may  consist  of 
the  following  cellular  tissues  : — 

1.  Bad. — It  is  only  the  bud-scales  of  lunjus  sylvatica,  L.,  that  consist 
wholly  of  bast  ;  in  other  cases  bast  bundles  are  found,  in  addition  to 

1      tw 
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cortex  proper,  in  the  bud-scales  of  F.  Cuunbirjhamu,  Hook.  ;  of  Quercns 
jjfdnncnlata,  Elirli.  ;  Carp'mns  Bftiilus,  L.  ;  FopidiiH  aiha,  L. ;  P.  hybrida, 
Bieb.  ;  P.  Iremula,  L.,  and  P.  tremuloides,  Miclix. 

3.  Intarior  cortical  layer. — Tlie  two  layers  of  cortex  are  easily  dis- 
tinguishable ;  the  inner  may  sometimes  form  the  predominant  layer  in 
the  bud-scales,  as  in  Mhawnns  alpina,  L.,  T'dia  parvifuUa,  Ehrh.  In 
this  last  tree  this  tissue  is  especially  remarkable  for  the  presence  of  large 
cavities  filled  with  a  viscous  matter.*  In  Populus  dilatata,  Ait.,  P.  hal- 
samifera,  L.,  P.  angnlata,  Ait.,  P.  candicans.  Ait.,  P.  Canadensis,  Desf., 
and  P.  nigra,  L.,  which  have  the  two  cortical  layers  scarcely  distinct  the 
one  from  the  other,  it  is  the  inner  layer,  which  in  the  bud-scales  predo- 
minates over  the  outer  one. 

3.  Outer  cortical  layer.- — This  cellular  tissue  predominates  in  the  bud- 
scales  of  Acer  platanoides,  L.,  and  the  different  species  of  Sulix, — 
S.  lanata,  L.,  for  example.  When  no  difference  exists  between  the  two 
layers  of  the  cortex,  as  in  jEsculas  Hippocastannni,  L.,  and  Fraxin/ts 
excelsior,  L.,  the  entire  parenchyma  of  the  bud-scales  seems  to  correspond 
to  the  external  cortical  layer. 

4.  Cork. — The  whole  of  the  upper  and  naked  portion  of  the  bud-scales 
of  Ulmus  monlana,  Sm.,  consists,  for  the  most  part,  of  this  tissue;  in 
their  lower  portion  the  cortex  is  the  predominant  element,  and  its  inner 
tissue  decomposes,  in  great  measure,  into  a  viscous  fluid.  Coryltis  Avel- 
lana,  L.,  resembles  the  Elm  in  the  consistence  of  its  bud-scales. 

5.  Epidermis. — The  middle  scales  of  Abies  excelsa,  De  Cand.,  as  well 
as  of  other  conifers,  consist  for  tiie  most  part  of  an  epidermis,  of  which 
the  external  wall  is  considerably  thickened. 

fit  may  be  useful  to  give  the  morphological  equivalents  of  some  of  the 
bud-scales,  of  which  the  minute  anatomy  has  been  described  by  Areschoug. 
Stipules. — It  is  rather  remarkable  that,  inasmuch  as  these  organs  are 
found  to  vary  considerably  in  different  Natural  Orders,  so  as  to  afford 
available  distinctive  characters,  they  should  take  the  form  in  the  majority 
of  our  forest  trees  of  protective  scales.     This  is  the  case  in   the  Lime 
(Tiliacea);  Vine  {Ampelidea)  ;  Fig  {Urticaccfje)  ;  Elm  {JJlmacefB);  Chest- 
nut, Oak,  Hazel,  Beech  {CiipuUferfp)  ;  Willow,  Poplar  (Salicacecs). 
Stipules  and  petiole  combined. — Rose. 
Petioles. — Gooseberry,  Ash,  Horse-chestnut,  Walnut. 
Q  Blade. — Lilac,  Maples  j(F(7cr««i«??«  Myrtillus^,  L.,  Co)iifer<B. 

I  An    elaborate   paper   on    the   naked-eye   finatomy   of  Bud-scales,   by 

'        Loefling,  will  be  found  in  the  '  AmaMiitates  Academicae,'  vol.  ii. ;  see  also 
'  Malpighii  Opera  Omnia,'  torn.  i.  pi.  x.-xiii. — W.  T.  D.] 


|1rote^i)ings  of  Societies. 

BRITISH   ASSOCIATION   FOR  THE   ADVANCEMENT   OF 
SCIENCE.— EDINBURGH,  1871. 

The  following  communications  bearing  upon  botany  were  read: — 
Section  C.    Geology. — Proicssor  Williamson,  "On  the  Structure  of 

*  Tlio  more  external  cells  arc  represented  as  containing  sphajraphides  (fig.  31). 
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Bktyoxylony  Tliis  genus — established  by  the  author  on  stems  exhibit- 
ing structure  fiora  the  coal-measures — was  described  as  consisting  of  a 
central  vascular  axis,  with  radiating  vascubir  plates,  separated  by  medullary 
rays,  and  surrounded  by  a  pareucliyniatous  layer  containing  free  vascular 
bundles  like  those  of  the  centre,  and  the  whole  enclosed  in  a  bark  com- 
posed of  elongated  cells,  some  of  which  were  thickened  by  secondary  de- 
posits, and  arranged  in  somewhat  regular  lozenge-shaped  meshes,  giving 
to  the  exterior  of  the  stem  a  Lepidodendroid  aspect.     Five  species  were 

described. Mr.  Carruthers  criticized  the  descriptions  of  the  author,  and 

maintained  that  the  stems,  though  exhibiting  certain  unimportant  varia- 
tions, could  be  correlated  with  the  stems  of  some  existing  Lycopodiacere. 

W.  Carruthers,  '■  On  the  Vegetable  contents  of  Masses  of  Limestone 

occurring  in  Trappean  Rocks  in  Fifeshire,  and  the  conditions  under  which 
they  were  preserved,"  The  fragments  of  limestone  had  been  observed  on 
the  shore  and  traced  to  their  place  in  the  rocks  by  Mr.  Grieve.  They  oc- 
curred, of  different  sizes,  in  a  coarse  amygdaloidal  trap-rock,  and  the 
author  believed  that  they  were  fragments  of  a  peaty  layer  forming  on  the 
surface  of  the  land  at  the  time  the  volcanic  matter  was  thrown  up,  and  that 
this  layer  was  broken  up,  and  its  fragments,  along  with  masses  of  clay, 
sandstone,  etc.,  were  enclosed  in  the  volcanic  materials  when  they  were 
arranged  under  water.  The  large  amount  of  lime  contained  in  the  trap 
seized  on  the  peat  and  converted  it  into  limestone  before  it  had  time  to 

decay.     The  plants  were  those  peculiar  to  the  Carboniferous  period. 

Professor  Williamson  believed  that  the  limestone  was  formed  where  it  was 
found,  and  occurred  in  distinct  layers  between  igneous  rocks.  The  great 
difference  in  the  hardness  of  the  substance  was  due  to  the  influence  of  the 

burning  rock. ^Ir.  Pengelly,  in  his  lieport  on  Kent's  Cavern,  stated 

that  he  had  obtained  impressions  of  Ferns  in  the  stalagmite  of  the  Cave, 
which  Mr.  Carruthers  had  determined  to  be  luxuriant  specimens  oi  Pteris 
aqiiilina. 

Section  D.  Biology.  Depabtment  of  Zoology  and  Botany. — 
AugristMh. — Professor  Wyville  Thomson,  F.E.S.,  presided.  Eev.  Thomas 
Brown,  F.li.S.E.,  "  On  Fossil  Wood  from  the  Base  of  the  Lower  Carboni- 
ferous Rocks  at  Langton,  Jierwickshire."  The  author  had  obtained  from 
the  lower  carboniferous  rocks  of  this  locality  some  specimens  of  fossil 
wood  which  seemed  to  possess  certain  peculiarities  of  structure  deserving 
of  notice.  The  transverse  section  showed  a  central  pitli  with  numerous 
rays  going  off"  towards  the  circund'erence,  and  the  a])pearaiice  of  annual 
rings  of  growth.  The  longitudinal  section  showed  it  to  consist  of  scala- 
ril'orm  tissue,  and  what  appeared  to  be  rays  were  found  to  be  vascular 
bundles.  The  author  stated  at  some  length  the  reasons  which  led  him 
to  think  that  the  dark  circles  were  really  analogous  to  the  annual  rings  of 
living  exogenous  trees.  He  referred  also  to  the  combination  of  crypto- 
gamic  characters  with  those  of  exogenous  structure. X  Mr.  Carruthers 
considered  that  this  belonged  to  a  Le[)idodendroid  plant,  which  had 
been  described  by  Cotta  as  Dlploxylun.  The  appearance  of  annual 
rings  he  considered  deceptive,  being  due  to  alterations  in  the  speci- 
mens   during    fossilization. Professor  Thiselton    Dyer,    B.A.,   B.Sc, 

"  On  the  So-called  '  Mimicry '  in  Plants."  He  said,  in  all  large  natu- 
ral families  of  plants  there  is  a  more  or  less  distinctly  observable 
general  habit  or  facits,  easily  recognizable  by  the  practised  botanist, 
but  not  always  as  easily  to   be  expressed  in  words.     The  existence  of 
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such  a  general  habit  in  leguminous  and  composite  pknts  is  familiar 
to  every  one.  What  have  been  hitherto  spoken  of  as  mimetic  plants 
are  simply  cnses  where  a  plant  belonging  to  one  family  puts  on  tlie 
habit  cliaracteristic  of  another.  This  is  entirely  ditferent  from  mimicry 
among  animals,  inasmuch  as  the  resembling  plants  are  liardly  ever  found 
with  those  they  resemble,  but  more  usually  in  widely  different  regions. 
Miilisia  speciosa,  from  \^'estern  South  America,  a  Composite,  has  a  scan- 
dent  leguminous  habit,  and  closely  agrees  in  its  folioge  with  Lathyrus 
niaritimus  of  the  European  shores  (although  that  plant  is  not  strictly 
speaking  scandent).  In  the  same  way  three  different  genera  of  Ferns  have  . 
species  (found  in  distant  parts  of  the  world)  indistinguishable  in  a  barren 
state.  The  term  Mimicry  seems  objectionable  in  these  cases,  and  I  pro- 
pose Pseudomorphism  as  a  substitute.  As  to  the  cause  of  the  pheno- 
menon, I  can  only  suggest  that  the  influence  of  similar  external  circum- 
stances moulds  plants  into  the  similar  form  most  advantageous  to  them. 
An  illustration  is  afforded  by  the  closely  resembling  bud  scales  which  are 
found  in  widely  separated  Natural  Orders  of  deciduous  trees  as  modifica- 
tions of  stipules.  I  do  not,  however,  think  that  the  moulding  influence 
need  always  be  the  same.  I  believe  that  different  external  conditions 
may  produce  the  same  result ;  in  this  respect  they  may  be  called  analogous. 
For  example,  several  identical  plants  are  found  on  the  seashore,  and  also 
on  mountains.  The  reason  is,  I  believe,  that  they  are  equally  able  to  tole- 
rate the  effect  of  soda  salts  and  also  of  mountain  climate  ;  the  tolerance  of 
either  unfavourable  condition  gives  them  the  advantage  over  less  elastici- 
cally  constituted  plants,  and  the  two  are  therefore  analogous  in  their  effect. 

Professor  Dickson  remarked  that  instances  of  so-called  mimicry  were 

by  no  means  uncommon  amongst  plants.  Comparing  Enphorbiucem  with 
Cactacers  and  Stapelia,  it  was  often  practically  impossible  to  distinguish 
them  without  seeing  their  floAvers.  In  these  cases  similar  physical  condi- 
tions appear  to  have  produced  the  similarity. Mr.  Carruthers  said  that 

though  not  wholly  agreeing  with  the  views  of  Professor  Thiselton  Dyer, 
some  facts  occurred  to  his  mind  which  rather  sustained  those  views.  The 
vegetation  which  bordered  fresh-w^ater  streams  throughout  the  world  all 
conformed,  more  or  less,  in  certain  characteristics  of  foliage  to  the  willow 
type  ;  this  was  true  even  of  Australian  Myrtaceous  plants.  With  regard 
to  Mutinia,  he  might  say  that  he  believed  that  from  the  suborder  of 
which  it  was  the  type  alone,  the  habit  of  almost  all  the  principal  Orders  of 
flowering  plants  might  be  represented.  He  fully  bore  out  the  statements 
as  to  Ferns,  and  he  pointed  out  that  the  whole  subject  constituted  one  of 

the  special  difficulties  of  fossil  botany. Professor  Balfour  could  confirm 

the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker  as  to  the  important  bearing  of  this  sub- 
ject upon  fossil  botany.  The  speculations  as  to  the  effect  of  maritime 
conditions  upon  plants  were  particularly  interesting.  It  was  by  no  means 
easy  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  occurrence  of  strand  plants 
upon  mountains.  Plantar/o  mnrilima  might  be  added  to  those  already 
mentioned.  Anneria  marlllmn  did  not  occur  at  the  highest  elevations. 
He  had  induced  Professor  Voelcker  to  analyse  the  ashes  of  this  plant 
from  its  most  inland  situation  in  Scotland,  Ben  MacDhui.  They  con- 
tained less  soda  and  more  potash  than  strand  plants,  and  no  iodine, 
which  was  present  in  the  latter. — —Professor  E.  P.  Wright  admitted  the 
importance  of  the  distinction  which  had  been  laid  down.  He  supposed, 
however,   that  it   would   not   be   contended   that   such  a   thing  as  true 
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mimicry  might  not  exist  amongst  plants. ]\Ir.  R.  Trimen  s.'iid  that  it 

had  occurred  to  him  that  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  a  pLint  to  adopt  the 
habit  of  one  which  was  poisonous,  and  so  be  passed  over  by  herbivorous 
animals.  The  instances  which  had  been  adduct^d  related  to  the  vegetative 
oi'gans  alone.  He  remembered  a  case  mentioned  by  Harvey,*  where  two 
South  African  plants  growing  intermingled  could  only  be  distinguished  by 

careful  inspection. Professor  Lawson  thought  that  it  was  not  wholly  true 

that  mimicking  plants  were  separated  in  their  habitats.  He  had  been  struck 
with  this  in  seeeing  Villarsia  nymplioldes  and  Nymphaa  nlba  growing  lo-  i!C' 
gether. Dr.  Lankester  considered  that  in  Darwin's  theory  of  natural  se- 
lection would  be  found  the  ultimate  solution  of  these  strange  resemblances. 
The  influence  of  the  mineral  food  of  plants  was  a  very  irapoitant  considera- 
tion in  their  growth. Professor  Thiselton  Dyer  in  reply  said  that  though 

he  had  not  pretended  to  do  more  than  indicate  the  direction  in  which 
he  thought  a  solution  of  these  problems  might  eventually  be  obtained,  yet 
he  considered  that  the  tone  of  the  discussion  supported  him  in  his  views. 
He  was  quite  prepared  to  allow  that  real  protective  resemblance  might 
occur  amono;st  plants.  Plants  certainly  grew  together  which  resembled 
one  another  very  closely  in  their  foliage.  Tlie  excessively  rare  Mcnziesia 
caerulea  had  been  protected,  at  any  rate,  from  the  rapaciousness  of  botanists 
by  the  more  plentiful  Empelrum  n'ujrnm  on  the  Sow  of  Athol  being  mis- 
taken for  it. Dr.  Murie,  "On  the  Development  of  Fungi  within  the 

Thorax  of  Livino:  Birds."  The  low  forms  of  venetabie  life  described  did 
not  present  any  characters  in  the  drawings  by  means  of  which  it  could 
be  determined  with  any  certainty  as  to  whether  they  were  an  imperfect 
condition  of  a  Mucediue  or  an  Alga.  They  consisted  of  slender  filaments, 
mixed  with  small  elliptical  spore-like  bodies;  the  whole  collected  together 

into  a  pale  greenish  spot. Mr.  Cooke  and  Professor  Perceval  Wright 

were  of  opinion  that  they  were  rather  of  an  algoid  than  a  fungal  character. 

Dr.  Bastian  made  some  observations  on  the  development  of  organisms 

in  closed  cavities  as  conclusive  arguments  for  the  truth  of  the  so-called 
spontaneous  generation  theory. 

AiKjiiM  5. — There  was  no  meeting,  but  an  excursion  was  made,  under 
Professor  Balfour  to  Linlithgow.  The  party  followed  the  l)auks  of  tlie 
Avon.  The  woods  contain  a  good  many  naturalized  plants,  such  as 
Geranium  phaion,  SijinjJujIam  tiiherositin,  Dianlhus  harbatns.  J.ijsiniacJiia 
thi/rsijiora  was  met  with  near  the  canal.  Campanula  latifolia,  Mi/rrhis 
odorata,  Neottin  Nidus-avis,  and  Epipactis  latifolia  were  collected. 

August  7. — Professor  Wyville  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  presided.  Mr.  A.  G. 
More,  P.L.S.,  called  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  some  fine  living  spe- 
cimens of  Spirauthes  gemmipara,  Lindl.,  or  S.  Romanzoviana,  Cliam.,  as 
it  had  lately  been  renamed.  The  plant  had  been  collected  by  himself 
during  an  excursion  lately  made  to  Berehaven,  the  only  European  locality 
where  this  Orchid  is  known  to  occur,  and  the  specimens,  though  obtained 
now  three  weeks   ago,  still  exhaled  the  delicious  and  delicate  perfume 

which   is  characteristic  of  the  Irish  Ladies'-tresses. Mr.  A.  G.  More, 

F.L.S.,  also  made  some  remarks  on  Eriophorum  alpinum,  L.,  observing 
that  his  friend  and  colleague  Dr.  Moore,  had,  he  believed,  been  imposed 
upon  when  he  announced  it  as  an   Irish  plant  (see  Journ.  of  Bot.  Y. 

*  Sarcoc'jphula  Gcrrnrdi  and  ''^(irco.slciiuiKi  rimi'ialr,  Imtli  asrlopiuds,  which  grow 
intertwined,  and  can  only  be  told  by  examination  of  their  liowcrs  (see  '  Thesaiu-us 
Caponsis,'  ii.  p.  58). 
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p.  46).  Mr.  More  had  himself  visited  the  aHeged  locality,  near  Mill- 
street,  and,  after  a  search  of  many  hours  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  satis- 
fied himself  that  there  is  no  trace  of  E.  alpinum  in  that  locality.  Dr. 
]\Ioore  had  also,  during  another  season,  taken  great  pains  iu  searching  for 
the  plant,  but  did  not  succeed  in  finding  it,  and  the  authors  of  the 
'  Cybele  Hibernica'  now  both  believe  either  that  Scirpus  cmpitosus, 
whose  spikes  are  often  slightly  woolly  with  the  growth  of  the  bristles, 
were  mistaken  for  it,  or  that  some  mistake  was  made  in  transmittiug  the 
specimens  sent  from  Cork  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  which,  tiiough  seemingly  very 
old  and  battered,  belong  to  the  right  species.  With  regard  to  the  second 
supposed  Scottish  locality  of  E.  al/mmm,  he  had  the  authority  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Balfour  to  say  that  he  had  always  felt  some  slight  doubt  about 
the  single  specimen  found  in  his  herbarium,  and  this  doubt  was  much  in- 
creased on  his  recognizing  the  absolute  identity  of  the  single  specimen 
Avith  others  certainly  collected  in  Forfar,  and  which  are  glued  to  the 
same  sheet  in  the  University  Herbarium.     Hence  the  plant  must  for  the 

present  be   erased    from   the    British   as   well   as   the  Irish  Flora. 

Professor  Balfour,  after  thanking  Mr.  More  for  his  communication, 
and  for  the  presentation  of  the  plants  of  Neottia  to  the  Botanic 
Gardens,  stated  that  the  specimen  of  Eriophorum  alpinum,  from  the 
University  Herbarium,  was  among  dried  specimens  of  Scirpus  ccespitosns, 
collected  by  him  at  Durness,  in  Sutherlaudshire,  on  21st  August,  1827, 
during  the  first  botanical  excursion  which  he  took  with  Dr.  Graham, 
when  a  junior  student  of  the  class  of  botany.  The  plant  was  glued 
down  with  specimens  of  S.  ccespitosus,  and  the  name  and  date  were 
put  down  on  the  label  accompanying  them.  The  plant  was  not  de- 
tected as  being  Eriophorum  alpinum  till  many  years  afterwards.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  plant  was  among  the  specimens  of  the 
Sutherland  Scirpus  ccespitosus ;  if  not  collected  at  the  same  time  as  these, 
it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  its  appearance  there.  Professor  Balfour  never 
collected  Eriophorum  alpinum,  at  Restennet,  and  the  only  specimens  in 
his  herbarium  were  presented  to  him  by  Sir  W.  Hooker  in  1837  and 
1838.  These  specimens,  being  very  precious,  were  glued  down  at  once  in 
Professor  Balfour's  herbarium,  and  there  were  no  duplicates.  If,  as  Mr. 
More  thinks,  the  specimen  has  been  accidentally  placed  among  the  Scirpus 
caspitosus,  it  is  not  easy  to  conjecture  how  this  has  taken  place,  for  dupli- 
cates of  Eriophorum  alpinum  are  certainly  not  easily  procured.  How- 
ever, the  only  way  in  which  the  matter  could  be  settled  would  be  by 
undertaking  a  visit  to  Durness,  and  endeavouring  to  find  the  plant  again. 

• Professor  Babington  hoped  that  the  retired  locality  of  the  Spiranthes 

would  preserve  it  from  extirpation.  It  was  a  most  uiteresting  plant ;  it 
was  at  first  identified  with  an  American  species  by  Sir  W.  Hooker,  a  view 
in  which  he  himself  at  one  time  agreed,  but  as  to  which  he  was  not  now 
certain,  in  fact  it  was  probably  uncertain.  Latterly  Professor  Reichenbach 
had  identitied  it  with  the  Kamtchatkan  Roman zoviana,  but  of  the  propriety 
of  this  he  had  doubts.  l^nopJionitn  alpinum  was  certainly  an  unfortunate 
affair ;  an  imposition  had  been  attempted  upon  Dr.  Moore.  A  similar 
thing  lia|)pen(;d  at  the  British  Association  at  Cork.  The  Irish  locality  must 
certainly  be  given  up.  The  Scotch  plant  was  a  more  difficult  matter  ;  a 
label  had,  however,  been  probably  misplaced.  He  himself  did  not  think 
that  it  grew  in  N.  Suthcrlandshire,  though  inasmuch  as  the  plant  was  a 
native  of  N.  Europe,  this  was  not  an  unlikely  locality.    Between  imposition 
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and  extirpation  the  plant  had  ceased  to  possess  a  claim  to  a  place  iu  the 

British  Flora. Mr.  Gwyn  Jeffreys  remarked  on  tlie  injury  to  science 

from   the  rapacity  of  collectors. Professor  Balfour  thought  this  was 

overrated.     Plants  were  not  easily  extirpated  by   botanists.     The  Clovu 

rarities  showed  no  signs  of  diminution. Professor  Balfour  exhibited 

JuiiCHS  effasus  with  both  spirally-twisted  and  spirally-curled  leaves.  It 
had  been  sent  from  Belfast  by  Mr.  David  Bishop,  and  pro]3agated  (by 

division)  in  Edinburgh  Botanic   Garden. Professor  Thiselton   Dyer 

mentioned  the  effect  of  spiral  twisting,  in  Galium  and  Bipsacits,  iu  con- 
verting a  verticillate  into  a  spiral  arrangement  of  leaves.  This  must 
be  distinguishpd  from  the  conversion  of  a  verticil  into  a  spiral  by  mere 
elongation  of  the   internodes,    in    which    case   there    is    no    twisting    of 

tiie  axis. W.  A.  Lewis,  "  A  Proposal  for  a  Modification  of  the  strict 

Law  of  Priority  in  Zoological  Nomenclature  in  certain  cases."  This 
paper  gave  rise  to  a  discussion  on  the  whole  subject  of  priority.  There 
was  a  strong  feeling  amongst  the  botanists  and  entomologists  present 
to  condemn  bibliographical  resurrectionists  of  obsohte  names. Pro- 
fessor Babington  thought  a  name  iu  use  in  foreign  books  should  be 
adopted  to  the  sacrifice  of  our  own,  if  really  possessed  of  a  prior  claim. 
Lie  allowed,  however,  that  there  was  a  raking  up  which  was  very  objec- 
tionable. There  was,  it  was  true,  an  undoubted  right  to  upset  a  generally 
received  name  bv  one  found  in  an  obscure  memoir  or  inaugural  disserta- 
tion,  but  it  was  a  right  which  slioidd  remain  in  abeyance.  It  was  justi- 
fiable to  correct  a  name  which  turned  out  to  be  Avrongly  applied  ;  this  was 
a  proper  recognition  of  the  penetration  and  correctness  of  an  overlooked 
writer.     As   a   mere   result   of  obscure  bibliogniphy,  the  resurrection  of 

obsolete  names  was  a  system  which  shouhl  be  put  a  stop  to. Professor 

Thiselton  Dyer  advocated  common-sense  as  a  useful  principle  in  the 
matter.  It  woidd  be  absurd  to  uj)set  the  name  of  Folygonmn  Ttrsi- 
caria  because  applied  to  another  species  in  the  Linntean  Herbarium. 
Too  much  attention  should  not  be  paid  to  the  practice  of  French  writers  ; 
they  were  notoriously  perverse  in  such  matters,  witness  their  maintaining 
the  sole  breach  of  uniformity  iu  the  nomenclature  of  the  chemical  elements, 
in  calling  nitrogen  azote,  in  opposition  to  the  practice  of  every  other 
country. — — Canon  Tristram  thought  common-sense  a  dubious  principle. 
Other   speakers  addressed  the  section  from   the  zoological  stand-point. 

Mr.  J.  Sadler,  "On  the  Species  of  Grimmia  (including  Sclustidium) 

.  as  represented  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh."  The  principal  dis- 
tinction separating  Schislidinni  from  Grimmia  rests  on  the  arbitrary 
character  of  the  adhesion  or  partial  adhesion  of  the  columella  to  the  lid, 
and  should  be  neglected.  In  Greville's  'Flora  Edinensis '  (182+),  six 
species  are  described  as  occurring  within  ten  miles  of  Edinburgh.  In 
Balfour  and  Sadler's  'Flora  ot  Edinburgh'  (1883),  ten  species  are 
enumerated  ;  in  the  second  edition  (1871)  this  is  increased  to  fifteen. 
Ten  of  these  occur  upon  Arthur's  Seat.  With  the  exception  of  G.tricho- 
phylla  they  are  found  to  prefer  the  amygdaloidal  trap,  and  very  rarely 
occur  on  the  basalt  in  a  very  stunted  and  starved  condition.  At  one  part 
of  the  hill,  where  the  upper  drive  cuts  the  rocks  to  the  back  of  the 
basaltic  columns  of  Samson's  Ribs,  there  is  an  area  of  very  limited  extent 
where  the  whole  ten  species  can  be  collected  iu  a  few  minutes.  The 
paper  concluded  with  notes  on  the  arrangement  and  distribution  of  the 
Edinburgh  species.      G.  confertci,  Funk,  is  abundant  on  Artiiur's  Seat  iu 
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some  places.  Altliough  not  noticed  in  any  list  of  Greenland  plants, 
it  occurred  on  pieces  of  lava  brought  from  Greenland  as  ballast,  and  used 
in  the  Botanic  Garden  for  rockwoik.  G.  pruinosa,  \Mls.  ms.,  was  de- 
tected in  Dr.  Greville's  herbiiriuai.  It  was  collected  in  1847  in  the 
King's  Park,  Edinburgh  (see  Journ.  Bot.  VIII.  205).  G.  unodon,  B.  and 
Sch.,  was  first  discovered  in  Britain  by  Mr.  \V.  Bell,  on  Arthur's  Seat,  in 
1869.      G.  orbicularis,  B.  and  Sch.,  was  first  detected  in  Biitain  by  Mr. 

Sadler,  on  Arthur's  Seat,  in  the  same  year. J.  Birkbeck  Nevins,  "  On 

the  Changes  which  occur  in  Plants  during  the  Eipening  of  Seeds."  This 
paper  consisted  of  a  number  of  unconnected  remarks  on  changes  in  the 
direction  of  the  pedicel  after  the  expansion  of  the  tlower.  In  Digitali-H 
and  other  Scropliidarinece  the  seed-vessel  becomes  erect,  otherwise  the 
seetls  would  fall  out  before  they  are  ripe  ;  Limosella  is  an  obviously  ex- 
plicable exception.  In  plants  sucli  as  CaryophyllacecB  and  Itununculacets, 
which  flower  during  summer,  the  pedicel  is  usually  erect.  In  Helleboriis 
it  is  drooping  after  flowering,  the  persistent  floral  envelopes  protecting 
the  fruit.  The  same  thing  is  observable  in  many  autumnal  flowering 
plants,  such  as  Tagetes,  where  the  involucre  in  the  drooping  inflorescence 
roofs  over,  as  it  were,  the  fruits.  The  author  concluded  by  propounding 
his  views  as  to  the  morphology  of  Cruciferous  fruit.  The  replum  and 
placentas  he  regarded  as  a  continuation  of  the  axis  bearing  two  terminal 
leaves,  which,  becoming  reflexed,  adhere  to  the  axis,  and  are,  in  fact,  the 
valves  of  the  capsule  ;   when  the  capsule  ripens  the  adhesion  relaxes,  and 

the  leaves  uncoil. Professor  Wyville  Thomson  remarked  that  the  facts 

detailed  in  the  paper  were  familiar  enough  as  a  matter  of  description,  but 
were  interesting  in  a  teleological  point  of  view.  He  doubted  whether  the 
explanation  of  the  fruit  in  Crucifera:  would  find  much  acceptance  amongst 

botanists. Professor  Thiselton  Dyer,  "  On  the  Minute  Anatomy  of  the 

Stem  of  the  Screw-pine  {Fandanns  iitUis)."  Except  that  the  tissues  are 
less  iiulnrated,  the  general  structure  of  the  stem  and  the  arrangement  of 
the  fibro-vascular  bundles  resembles  that  met  with  in  Palms.  The 
bundles,  however,  are  somewhat  remarkable,  from  containing  vessels 
which  belong  to  the  scalariform  type.  In  a  transverse  section  these 
bundles  are  seen  to  become  smaller  towards  the  circumference  and  more 
condensed,  forming  a  well-defined  boundary  to  the  narroAV  cortical  portion 
of  the  stem.  The  bundles  are,  however,  continued  through  the  cortical 
portion,  but  are  reduced  to  little  more  than  a  thread  of  prosenchyma.  In 
the  cortex  there  are  numerous  large  cells,  containing  raphides;  these  also 
occur  in  the  rest  of  the  stem,  but  are  less  frecpient.  Crystals  of  another 
kind  are  found  in  connection  with  the  fibro-vascular  bundles.  These  are 
contained  each  in  a  squarish-shaped  cell,  forming  part  of  a  string  or 
chain.  A  number  of  these  strings  are  distributed  round  the  circum- 
ference of  each  fibro-vascular  bundle  ;  they  are  especially  abundant  in  its 
cortical  continuation,  as  they  do  not  suffer  a  degradation  proportionate 
to  that  of  the  other  constituent  tissues.  This  peculiar  arrangement  of 
crystal-bearing  cells  seems  probably  unique.  The  crystals  are  four-sided 
prisms  with  pyramidal  apices.  They  are  almost  certainly  composed  of 
calcium  oxalate,  though  they  are  too  minute  and  isolated  with  too  much 

difficulty  to  allow  of  their  satisfactory  examination. Professor  Dickson 

was  much  struck  with  the  peculiar  arrangement  of  the  bundles  in  the  dia- 
gram ;  prosenchyma  mixed  with  vessels  was  shown  both  upon  their  inside 
antl  outside.     He  was  doubtful  as  to  Professor  Thiselton  Dyer's  explana- 
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tion  that  this  arose  from  the  fusion  of  two  bundles  back  to  back.  He 
h:uJ  himself  ascertained  the  occinTcnce  of  extreiuflv  laro-e  scalariform 
ducts  in  Siiulax.  It  was  evident  tiiat  geologists  shoulfl  be  careful  in  de- 
termining plants  from  the   nature  of  the  vessels. Professor  Wyville 

Thomson  said  that  the  chain-like  crystal-bearing  tissue  would,  if  it  proved 
characteristic  of  Screw-pines,  be  a  valuable  mevms  of  determining  the  na- 
ture of  some  fossil  monocotyledonous  stems. Neil  Stewart,  "  Observa- 
tions on  the  Intimate  Structure  of  Spiral  Ducts  in  Plants,  and  their 
iieUitiouship  to  the  Flower."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  paper  was 
permitted  to  be  read.  It  exhibited  a  fundamental  misconception  of  the 
most  elementary  points  in  vegetable  minute  anatomy.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  paper  was  devoted  to  the  description  of  "a  vascular 
system"  within  the  epidermal  cells  of  a  Rose-petal,  "rivalling  in  com- 
plexity the  structure  of  the  human  eye."  [A  reference  to  Carpenter's 
'  The  Microscope,'  4th  edition,  p.  425,  will  show  what  the  author  really 
attempted  to  describe.] 

Angmt  8. — Professor  Balfour,  "  On  the  Cultivation  of  Ipecacuanha  in 
the  Edinburgh  Botanic  Garden  for  iransraission  to  India."  Besides  the 
plant  which  had  long  been  in  the  garden,  what  was  apparently  another 
species  had  been  received  from  Dr.  Gunning.  It  resembles  more  than 
the  garden  plant  the  figure  of  Martins.     The  leaves  were  more  pointed 

and  less  leathery. Professor  W.  C.  Williamson,  "  On  the  Classification 

of  the  Vascular  Cryptogamia,  as  affected  by  recent  Discoveries  among  the 
Fossil  Plants  of  the  Coal-measures."  The  author  thought  that  justice 
had  never  been  done  to  Professor  King,  of  Galway.  He  did  not  say  that 
his  paper  ('  Edinburgh  New  Philosophical  Journal,'  1844)  was  accurate 
cither  in  details  or  in  its  broad  features,  but  thought,  nevertheless,  that 
the  value  of  the  communication  had  never  been  recognized.  He  wished 
to  insist  on  the  exogenous  growth  of  the  woody  axis  belongin-f  to  stems 
of  the  Carboniferous  Cryptogams.  In  Calamites,  which,  though  not  ex- 
actly Equisetacese,  were  their  representatives,  the  central  pith  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  cylinder  of  wedges  resembling  those  of  young  Dicotyledons. 
These  wedges  sometimes  not  less  than  two  inches  in  thickness,  and  wholly 
vascular,  were  a  clear  proof  of  exogenous  growth.  Amouiist  lAcopodi.-i- 
ceous  plants,  Adolphe  Brongniart  distinguished  Lepidodenclroid  and 
Sigdlarian  plants.  In  Sitjillarla  there  were  two  distinct  zones,  but  in 
Lemdudendron  there  was  no  such  arrangement  ;  these  he  regarded  as  Ly- 
copodlacece,  but  Sigilhrias  as  gymnosperms.  However,  he  (Professor 
Wdliamson)  was  in  a  position  to  show  that  in  Lepidodendron  ihere  is  a 
representative  of  the  second  ring.  Lepidodendron,  according  to  his  view, 
lias  a  vascular  pith,  surrounded  by  a  tnie  woody  zone,  from  which  bundles 
are  given  oft".  The  specimen  had  been  carefully  figured  by  Carruthers, 
though  he  differed  from  him  in  details,  especially  in  asserting  the  existence 
of  medullary  rays.  There  was  a  very  elaborate  cortex,  very  corky  in  some 
plants,  very  fibrous  in  others.  The  Sigillarla  vascularis,  of  Binney,  in- 
cludes two  forms,  one  in  which  the  medulla  is  differentiated  into  nu'dul- 
lary  cells,  and  peripheral  vessels  ('  medullary  zone'),  and  the  woody  zone 
exhibits  medullary  rays.  The  Diploxi/lon  of  Corda,  has  prove<l  that  rays 
do  not  proceed  from  the  medulla,  but  from  the  woody  zone.  In  Stigmaria 
he  also  maintained  that  the  vascular  bundles  proceeding  from  rootlets  are 
derived  from  the  cylinder  and  not  from  the  medulla.  In  these  plants,  as  an 
evolutionist,  he  looked  upon  the  '  medullary  zone'  as  corresponding  to  the 
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'  niedullavy  slieatli'  in  recent  plants.  The  consideration  of  the  extinct 
forms  of  hig'her  Cryptogams  showed  him  that  the  term  Acrogens  must  be 
given  up,  and  led  him  to  propose  their  division  into  two  groups,  correla- 
tive with  those  of  Phanerogams.  Amongst  Cryptogaraic  Exogens  he 
would  include  Equisetacece,  Lycopodiacece,  Isoelacere.  The  Ferns  would 
constitute  the  Endogens. Mr.  Carruthers  congratulated  Professor  Wil- 
liamson on  his  acquaintance  with  Professor  King's  paper,  which  he  (Mr, 
Carruthers)  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  to  his  notice.  The  so-called 
'  vascular  pith,'  according  to  his  view,  was  entirely  composed  of  vessels, 
some  very  short ;  any  tiling  like  the  truncated  celhdar  tissue  shown  in  the 
diagram  was  not  shown  by  the  specimens.  Dr.  Hooker  had  suggested 
the  term  '  utricles'  for  these,  as  a  kind  of  compromise  between  vessels  and 
cells.  The  structure  of  Fern  stems  was  precisely  that  of  Sligmaria  ; 
from  the  vascular  cylinder  pass  off  vascular  bundles  carrying-  with  them  a 
considerable  quantity  of  cellular  tissue.  In  Hymenophyllam,  however, 
there  was  the  opposite  arrangement,  a  vascular  axis  instead  of  a  cylinder; 
so  that,  according  to  Professor  Williamson,  Ferns  would  be  split  up  into 
two  groups.  The  vascular  bundles  were  scattered  in  some  Lycopodiaceoe, 
but  in  Lycopodliim  they  were  united  into  a  central  axis,  and  this  was 
precisely  the  same  as  in   Lepldodendron.     Classification  must  be  based 

entirely  on  the  reproductive  organs. Professor  Dickson  thought  the 

'  vascular  pith'  was  undoubtedly  a  central  axis.      Be  should  like  to  know 

what  distinct  evidence  there  was  of  the  existence  of  a  cambium  layer. 

Prof.  McNab  could  not  agree  with  Prof.  Williamson  in  his  interpretation 
of  the  structure  of  these  stems.  Botanists  are  all  agreed  in  this,  that 
Lepldodendron  and  their  allies  are  closely  related  to  the  Lyeopods.  Now  we 
know  that  the  Lyeopods,  like  the  Ferns,  have  closed  fibro-vascular  bundles 
which  can  only  grow  for  a  certain  time,  and  then,  all  the  cambium  being 
converted  into  permanent  tissue,  growth  must  cease.  The  key  to  these 
structures  is  to  be  met  with  in  Lycopodium  Chamcfcyparissus,  in  which 
we  have  a  cylinder  of  wood-cells  surrounding  the  central  cylinder  of  united 
fibro-vascular  bmidles.  This  cylinder  of  wood-cells  represents  and  is  a 
mere  modilication  of  the  cellular  tissue  met  with  in  the  ordinary  stems  of 
Lyeopods.  In  this  way  it  follows  that  the  central  portion  is  not  a  pith, 
but  consists  of  the  central  group  of  fibro-vascular  bundles.  It  also  follows 
that  the  wood  cylinder  in  these  stems  is  not  the  homologue  of  the  wood 
cylinder  of  an  ordinary  exogen.     He  thought  the  classification  of  these 

])lants  proposed  by  Prof.  Williamson  quite  untenable. Prof.  Thiselton 

Dyer  was  glad  that  Prof.  Williamson  liad  at  last  brought  his  papers  to 
the  section  where  they  could  be  properly  discussed.  He  thought  it  was 
a  great  mistake  to  dissociate,  as  was  so  frequently  done,  the  study  of 
extinct  from  that  of  recent  forms.  The  proposed  arrangement  seemed  to 
him  to  violate  all  the  canons  of  natural  classilication.  It  was  impossible 
to  separate  EquisetacefiB  from  Ferns.  It  was  a  caricature  of  evolution  to 
lunt  any  analogy  between  Pi-of.  Williamson's  '  medullary  zone '  and  the 
medullary  sheath. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Belfast  Naturalists'  Field  Club. — The  third  excursion  for  this 
season  took  place  on  Saturday,  July  8th,  the  locality  selected  being  the  Cave 
Hill  Quarries  and  Deer  Park.     The  sections  exposed  hei'c  are  very  iustruc- 
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tivo,  rniiginc;  throuo,]i  lins,  p;reensand,  and  chalk,  with  the  usual  capping  of 
basalt,  which  also  hiirsts  through  the  sedimentary  rocks  in  the  form  of 
dykes.  On  the  debris  of  the  qn;irries  two  rare  plants  were  found,  viz. 
LUJiospermitrn  ojjlc'uiale  and  Orobanche  ruhra,  the  latter  on  the  roots  of  the 
wild  Thyme  (^Thymus  Scrpi/llnm).  Those  present  had  a  good  opportunity 
of  verifying  the  fact,  as  the  plants  were  easily  dug  out  of  the  loose  debris 
and  the  connection  observed.  In  the  Deer  Park,  not  far  from  the 
qunrries,  is  the  only  Irish  habitat  for  the  Musk  Moschatel  {AiJo.rn  moscha- 
tellina).  It  grows  here  in  small  quantity,  and  completely  hidden  under 
large  blocks  of  stone.  It  has  been  known  in  this  station  for  forty  years 
at  least,  and  is  evidently  quite  wild,  there  not  being  a  trace  of  any  intro- 
duced plants  in  the  Park,  save  the  trees  so  recently  planted.  It  hnd 
been  announced  that  at  this  excursion  the  habitat  of  a  rare  Fern  would 
be  indicated,  and  a  special  prize  was  offered  by  one  of  the  members  for  the 
first  specimen  discovered,  one  of  the  conditions  he'\\\\f  that  none  of  the 
plnnts  were  to  be  removeti.  Accordingly,  on  leaving  the  quarries  the  party 
were  taken  higher  up  the  hill,  and  the  field  was  pointed  out  in  which  the 
Moonwort  (^Botrycliinm  Lunarki)  grows  very  sparingly.  This  rare  little 
fern  only  grows  to  a  height  of  two  to  four  inches,  and  is  usually  hidden 
by  the  Grass  and  other  hirger  plants  ;  consequently  the  contest  was  a 
pretty  severe  test  of  keenness  of  sight  and  powers  of  observation.  In  a 
short  time  the  rain  commenced  agnin  to  pour  down  in  torrents,  accom- 
panied with  thunder  and  lightning,  so  that  the  search  had  to  be  continued 
under  shelter  of  umbrellas.  Ultimately  Mr.  F.  A.  Lockwood  was  declared 
the  winner,  and  the  prize  (Seeniann's  '  British  Ferns  at  One  View  ')  was 
handed  to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  day,  Rev.  George  Robinson,  A.M. 
The  Adder' s-tongue  Fern  was  plentiful  in  the  same  field,  and  also  the 
Yellow-oat  Grass  {Trhetum  flavescens).  Specimens  were  also  collected 
here  of  the  Frog  Orchis  {Kabennr'm  virldis)  and  of  the  greater  Butterfly 
Orchis  {H.  clilorantluC) .  The  party  now  pursued  their  course  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  visiting  the  well-known  MacArt's  Fort  and  the 
caves.  A  rare  species  of  Hawkweed,  Hieraclum  anglicum,  was  found 
plentifully  on  the  clift's,  as  also  the  Red/jl^rooin*Rape,  already  noticed. 
Tlie  Filmy  Fern  {Hymenophyllum')  is  sanl  to  have  been  found  on  this 
part  of  the  hill,  but  time  did  not  allow  of  any  search  for  it. 


Chemico-Agricultural  Society  of  Ulster.  —  June  16///. — 
Thomas  Baldwin,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
of  National  Education,  made  an  oral  communication  on  "  The  Culture 
of  Sugar  Beet  in  Ireland."  From  what  he  had  seen  in  France,  Germany, 
and  Belgium,  he  believed  that  in  Ireland  there  were  6,000,000  acres 
suitable  tor  its  growth  in  the  reguhu*  rotations  so  far,  at  least,  as  soil  was 
concerned.  The  beet,  however,  might  contain  n  large  proportion  of  sac- 
charine matter,  and  yet  not  be  very  profitable  for  mannfacluring  pui'poses  ; 
for,  if  it  contained  too  nuieli  saline  matter,  the  SMCchariue  matter  would 
be  prevented  from  crystallizing.  He  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  com- 
pare the  climate  of  Belgium  with  that  of  Ireland.  He  compared  the 
returns  of  the  rainfall  and  tenqierature  obtained  in  Brussels  with  those  of 
Dublin  for  ten  years,  and  he  found  that  in  the  summer  season  the  average 
temperature  (jf  Brussels  was  about  two  degrees  higher  than  that  of  Dub- 
lin ;  while  the  average  winter  temperature   of   Dublin  was   two  degrees 
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hij^lier  than  that  of  Brussels.  Thus  the  mean  temperature  of  both  was 
alike.  Now  the  cultivation  of  the  beet  in  Belgium  succeeded  admirably, 
aud  he  was  in  a  position  to  satisfy  tiiera,  and  hoped  to  prove  conclu- 
sively, that  so  far  as  climate  was  concerned,  it  would  succeed  in  Ireland 
too,  and  that  the  slightest  diflference  of  temperature  in  summer  and  winter 
was  immaterial,  though,  of  course,  temperature  was  a  material  element  in 
the  growth  of  any  crop.  Some  persons  were  of  opinion  that,  in  order  to 
a  successful  cidtivation  of  sugar  beet,  not  only  a  high  degree  of  tempera- 
ture was  required,  but  a  hot,  blazing  sun.  This  was  altogether  a  mistake  ; 
in  order  to  induce  the  secretion  of  a  large  quantity  of  saccharine  matter 
in  beet,  the  root  required  to  be  earthed  up,  and  thus  shaded  from  the  sun. 
Sunlight,  so  far  from  inducing  a  large  secretion  of  sugar,  was  rather 
inimical  to  it.  After  his  return  from  the  Continent  he  grew  some  speci- 
mens of  beet,  which  were  analysed  in  order  to  ascertain  their  qualities. 
Some  were  grown  at  Gla>nevin  and  some  in  county  Cork,  and  he  would 
just  say  that  the  specimens  grown  in  Cork,  on  a  light  soil,  exceeded  any- 
thing grown  in  France.  In  1870  he  grew  roots  on  six  difterent  farms  in 
diiferent  parts  of  Ireland,  including  the  Model  Tarm  at  Ballymoney,  in 
this  county.  Dr.  Hodges  analysed  six  specimens  with  the  following 
result: — No.  1  contained  12'19  per  cent,  of  crystallizable  saccharine 
matter;  No.  2,  12-33;  No.  3,  1219;  No.  4,  12-22;  No.  5,  10-63  ; 
and  No.  6,  9  per  cent.  Dr.  Voelcker  analysed  a  number  of  specimens 
grown  at  the  Model  Farm  in  county  Cork,  on  a  poor,  hungry,  gravel 
soil  with  the  following  result  : — No.  1  contained  9-91  per  cent, 
crystallizable  sugar;  No.  2,  1060  per  cent.;  and  No.  3,  10-98 
per  cent.  Two  specimens  grown  on  a  light,  sandy  soil,  at  the  Athy 
Model  Farm,  and  examined  by  Dr.  Voelcker,  were  found  to  contain 
10-78  and  10-99  per  cent,  of  crystallizable  sugar  respectively;  while 
three  specimens,  grown  at  the  Model  Farm,  Ballymoney,  were  found 
to  contain  9-01,  937,  and  10-52  respectively  (see  also  '  Journal  oF  Botany,' 
p.  253).  The  specimens  examined  by  Dr.  Hodges  were  grown  at  Glas- 
nevin  ;  and  though  the  investigations  were  conducted  by  different  modes, 
the  results  agreed  very  closely.  Now,  an  important  question  arose,  viz., 
■what  was  the  quantity  of  crystallizable  sugar  that  would  justify  the  manu- 
facture? Mr.  Beauchamp  expressed  the  opinion  that  when  mots  contained 
from  850  to  8-75  per  cent,  of  crystallizahle  sugar,  the  manufacturer  would 
be  justified  in  extracting  the  sugar,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  who  has  established 
a  large  factoi-}'^  near  London,  wrote  to  him  to  say  that  anything  under  9 
per  cent,  would  scarcely  justify  the  manufacture.  Now,  the  very  lowest 
percentage  exhibited  by  the  analysis  that  had  been  made  was  9  per  cent., 
and  was  equal  to  the  minimum  that  had  been  fixed  on  as  justifying  the 
manufacture. 

He  now  came  to  the  question  of  questions.  He  thought  he  had  clearly 
shown  that  the  beet  grown  in  Ireland  contained  a  sufficient  percentage  of 
crystallizable  sugar  to  justify  manufacture ;  and  the  question  now  was, 
could  the  manufacturer  give  the  farmer  a  price  that  would  remunerate  him 
for  the  cultivation  ?  He  believed  he  \vas  rather  under  the  mark  in  stating 
that  farmers  might  easily  raise  eighteen  tons  j)er  acre  of  clean  roots — they 
could  do  this  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  Assuming  that  for  carefully 
grown  roots  20«.  a  ton  coidd  be  obtained,  the  farmer  would  have  got 
i&18  per  acre  for  his  crop,  which,  he  thought,  would  pay  very  fairly. 
Considerable  injury  had  been  done  to  beet  cultivation  in   Ireland  by  ex- 
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agjgerated  statements  al)out  the  produce — some  putting  it  down  at  forty 
or  fifty  tons  per  acre.  He  would  not  deal  in  such  statements  at  all,  but 
woidd  confine  himself  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  minimum  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  reaHze.  Mr.  Baldwin  then  gave  the  results  of  some 
experiments  he  had  made  to  ascertain  the  best  position  in  a  rotation  of 
crops  which  the  best  crop  should  occupy.  He  had  grown  it  after  man- 
gold wurtzel  and  Swedish  turnips,  and  the  result  in  both  cases  was  un- 
satisfactory. He  grew  it  on  stubble,  the  preceding  crop  having  been 
grass,  and  he  found  the  very  best  results.  On  comparing  his  notes  with 
Mr.  Beauchamp's,  he  found  that  the  best  results  were  always  obtained 
when  the  crop  was  grown  on  soil  intermediate  between  rich  and  poor, 
always  assuming  it  to  be  deeply  and  skilfully  tilled.  The  opinion  of  tiie 
best  growers  of  sugar  beet  on  the  Continent  was  that  the  wheat  crop  was 
tlie  best  to  precede  it.  His  own  experience  showed  that  a  very  large  re- 
turn might  be  expected  after  lea  oats.  He  had  no  doubt,  also,  that  if  it 
was  grown  after  wheat,  preceded  by  potatoes,  a  capital  crop  would  be  the 
result.  The  crop  shouki  be  put  in  about  the  beginning  and  not  later  than 
the  middle  of  April ;  and  the  drills  could  hardly  be  made  close  enough ; 
for,  if  the  plants  were  hirge,  the  percentage  of  crystallizable  sugar  Avould 
be  small.  The  roots  ought  to  be  about  2^  lb.  or  3  lb.  each.  If  the  beet 
crop  was  put  in  after  lea  oats  or  lea  wheat,  it  would  be  necessary  to  use  a 
moderate  dressing  of  farmyard  manure — 10  to  12  tons  per  acre  of  well- 
rotted  dung  would  be  enough.  In  the  experiments  he  made,  when  he 
used  as  much  as  25  tons,  the  crop  was  heavy,  but  the  proportion  of  crys- 
tallizable sugar  was  small.  Mr.  Baldwin  recommended  every  cultivator 
to  procure  seed  from  seedsmen  of  undoubted  character,  or  to  grow  his  own 
seed,  and  to  select  those  plants  which  produced  the  greatest  quantity  of 
sugar;  thus  he  would  increase  the  sugar-producing  qualities  of  the  plants 
— an  increase  which  he  thought  might  i)e  indefinitely  extended.  As  to 
the  harvesting,  he  had  no  experience  of  the  proper  mode  of  storing  the 
beet  for  manufacturing  purposes.  On  the  Continent,  they  began  to  store 
it  when  the  leaf  began  to  turn  yellow,  and  it  was  put  into  sunken  pits. 
Mr.  Baldwin  stored  it  precisely  the  same  as  mangold  wuvtzel.  In  connec- 
tion with  this,  he  had  to  mention  that  the  sample  analysed  by  Mr.  Beau- 
champ,  and  which  induced  him  to  say  it  was  splendid,  was  sent  inuncdi- 
ately  after  the  roots  were  lifted.  Later  in  the  season,  a  sample  of  the 
same  crop  was  analysed  by  Dr.  Voelcker,  ami  he  reported  that  it  only 
contained  between  7  and  8  per  cent,  of  crystallizable  sugar  ;  and  later 
again  another  sample  of  the  same  crop  was  examined,  but  only  5  per  cent, 
could  be  found  in  it.  These  were  samples  of  the  very  same  crop  which  were 
analysed  by  Mr.  Beauchamp  immediately  after  being  pulled,  and  found  to 
contain  12  per  cent.  This  clearly  proves  the  necessity  of  attending  to 
proper  storage.  Mr.  Baldwin  dwelt  on  the  advantage  of  the  beet-root  as 
belonging  to  a  family  of  crops,  which,  by  promoting  tillage,  liberated 
plant  food  and  prepared  the  ground  for  other  crops.  The  eullivation  of 
beet-root  would  cause  more  land  to  be  brought  under  tillage,  and  thus 
give  more  employment  to  the  agricultural  population,  besides  furnishing 
a  new  source  of  industry.  In  Ireland  a  state  of  things  existed  unparal- 
leled in  Europe.  Half  the  land  was  in  pasture,  one-fourth  in  waste  and 
water,  and  only  one-fourth  in  tillage. 
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Among  new  books  are  to  be  especially  noticed  the  second  volume 
(eonipletino:  the  work)  of  M.  C.  Cooke's  'Handbook  of  British  Pungi  ' 
(Macniillan),  the  second  volume  of  the  '  Flora  of  Tropical  Africa,'  by- 
Prof.  Oliver,  Drs.  Hooker,  Masters,  and  others,  containing  the  Orders 
Legiuninosae  to  Ficoidefe  (Eeeve  and  Co.)  ;  '  Domestic  Botnny,'  by 
J.  Smith,  of  Kew  (Reeve  and  Co.)  ;  a  new  edition  of  Prof.  Balfour's 
•  Flora  of  Edinburgh  '  (A.  and  C.  Black)  ;  and  a  German  translation  of 
Johnson's  '  How  Crops  Grow.' 

Mr.  Carruthers,  F.K.S.,  has  been  appointed  consulting  botanist  to  the 
Eoyal  Agricultural  Society, — a  new  office. 

i)r.  August  Neilreich,  a  well-known  Austrian  botanist,  died  at  Vienna 
on  June  1st,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eiglit.  He  possessed  an  extensive  aiul 
critical  knowledge  of  the  botany  of  the  Austrian  empire,  and  was  the 
author  of  a  '  Flora  of  Vienna  '  (1846),  a  '  Flora  of  Lower  Austria  '  (1858, 
with  supplements  in  1866  and  1869),  and  very  numerous  papers  in  the 
Viennese  scientific  journals.  His  name  is  preserved  in  Feiizl's  genus  of 
Composite,  Neilreichia,  and  in  Stmpervivum  Neilreichii,  Schott,  and  other 
species. 

In  the  person  of  Dr.  Paul  Rohrbach,  who  died  on  June  3rd,  at  Berlin, 
before  the  completion  of  his  twenty-fifth  year,  one  of  the  most  promising 
of  the  younger  botanists  of  Germany  has  been  lost  to  science.  He  had 
devoted  his  attention  largely  to  the  Caryopliyllacerp,  and  his  excellent  raono- 
grapli  of  the  genus  Silene  was  noticed  in  our  volume  for  1868  (p.  378).  He- 
published  several  useful  papers  in  the  '  Linnsea  '  and  '  Botanische  Zeitung,' 
and  a  monograph  of  the  European  species  of  Typha  in  the  last  volume  of 
the  Brandenburg  Transactions.  At  the  time  of  liis  premature  death  he 
was  at  work  on  the  Caryophyllacece  and  Typhacece  for  the  '  Flora  Brasi- 
liensis.' 

We  regret  to  have  also  to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  Julius  Milde,  which 
occurred  suddenly,  on  July  3rd,  at  Meran,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  He  is  perhaps  best  known  by  his  useful  '  Filices 
Europae  et  Atlantidis,  Asia?  Minoris  et  Siberise,'  published  in  1867,  and 
his  monograph  of  all  known  Equisetums  in  the  'Nova  Acta;'  but  he 
wrote  very  numerous  papers  on  the  higher  Cryptogams  and  Mosses  in 
German  periodical  and  transactions,  and  has  contributed  a  paper  on  the 
geographical  distribution  of  the  Equisetacece  to  this  Journal  (see  Vol.  I. 
p.  32),  as  well  as  some  shorter  notes.  His  extensive  herbaria  of  European 
Mosses,  of  Exotic  Ferns,  and  of  Duplicate  Mosses  are  for  sale  at  Messrs. 
Liinpricht,  in  Breslau. 

Professor  Henri  Lecoq,  of  Clermont,  a  man  of  very  varied  and  exten- 
sive knowledge,  has  also  died  quite  recently,  in  his  seventieth  year.  He 
was  the  author  of  numerous  treatises  on  physical  geography,  general 
botany,  horticulture,  and  geology,  and  of  an  elaborate  work,  in  nine 
volumes,  on  the  Botanical  Geography  of  Central  Europe  (1854-58), 
which  is  too  little  known  in  this  country.  He  has  left  to  the  town  of 
Clermont  his  extensive  collections  of  all  kinds. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  : — W.  Carruthers,  J.  Sadler, 
Prof.  Tliiselton  Dyer,  Dr.  Braithwaite,  J.  F.  Duthie,  W.  Phillips,  W.  g! 
Smith,  E.  Tucker,  J.  C.  Melvill,  etc. 
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RECENT   ADDITIONS   TO    OUR   MOSS   FLORA.— Part  IV. 

By  K.  Braithwaite,  M.D.,  F.L.S. 

(Plates  CXIX.,  CXX.) 

DiCRANACE.E. 

Bicranella  Sckreheri,  j3.  rohiista,  Scbpr. — D.  lenta,  Wilson,  ms. — Re- 
seiiibliiig  a  starved  condition  of  D.  squarrosa,  but  in  the  leaf  structure 
entirely  according  with  D.  ScJii'eberi,  with  which  for  the  present  I  retain 
it.  Specimens  with  perfect  fruit  are  given  under  n.  74  in  Rabenhorst's 
'  Bryotheca,'  the  lid  being  shorter  than  in  the  typical  form.  Found  at 
various  places  in  Cheshire,  at  Miinthoi'pe  by  Mr.  Barnes,  and  near  Melrose 
with  young  fruit  by  Mr.  Jerdou. 

Ditrichnm  zonatnm  (Brid.),  Lorentz. —  Wemia  sonata,  Bridel,  Bry. 
Univ.  i.  p.  304. — This  is  the  correct  synonymy  of  the  plant  described  as 
D.  teune,  /3.  in  Journ.  Bot.  1870,  p.  228,  and  for  the  present  that  species 
remains  a  desideratum  in  our  flora.  I  may  add  that  Mr.  Fergusson  sub- 
mitted specimens  to  the  late  Dr.  Milde,  who  confirmed  the  correctness  of 
the  diagnosis;  the  fruit  is  unknown. 

D.  Jlcxlcaule,  y.  compacliaii,  Stirton. — D.  Brummondii,  \Yils.  ms. — In 
large  tufts  densely  matted  with  purple  radicles  ;  stems  shorter,  leaves 
shorter  and  thicker  with  denser  areolation.  Connected  with  the  typical 
form  by  the  var.  ^.  clensum,  which  Mr.  Barnes  sends  from  Helsington 
Barrows,  Westmoreland. —  Hab.  Sides  of  rills  on  Ben  Lawers  (Dr. 
Stirton,  1866). 

TRICIIOSTOMACEiE. 

To  this  family  I  unite  the  TFeisiacers,  for  the  two  groups  approximate 
so  closely  in  areolation,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  well-defined 
limit  between  tliem.  We  may,  however,  conveniently  ibrm  three  sub- 
families, TFeisiete,  liiicalyptece,  Trichostomece. 

Weisiea. 

Jincectnvyhnn,  (ed'wnm,  /?.  peUncidnni,  Wilson,  ms.  Leaves  pale  yel- 
lowish, scarcely  at  all  crisped  when  dry. — Near  Inverary,  growing  with 
the  normal  form. 

U'eisia  (§  Ili/n/enosti/liio)/)  commntata,  Mitten,  Proc.  Linn.  Soc.  vol. 
i.  Supp.  p.  32  (Plate  CXlX.  f.  1).  Dioicous,  resembling  ir.curvirostris. 
Leaves  from  a  sub-oblong  base,  lanceolate,  narrowed,  keeled  with  the 
nerve,  which  vanishes  below  apex,  cells  nearly  all  elongiited  and  pellucid  ; 
perichaetial  leaves  similar.  Fruit  like  that  of  JF.  ciirviroslris.  Resembles 
the  figure  of  (!i/muodoiiiu>ii  pallidisi'tiim,  Nces  and  Hsch.  in  Bry.  Germ., 
but  as  Mr.  Mitten  observes,  it  cannot  be  referred  to  any  species  whose 
leaf  structure  is  not  described. — Hab.  Alpine  rocks,  Nant-y-Fydd,  Wrex- 
ham (Mr.  Bownuni).  For  the  spccinn  ii  figured  1  am  indebted  to  my 
frieiul  Mr.  Dnvics. 

IF.   truHcicola,   De  Notaris,  Epilogo  della  Briol.    llal.    p.    598    (Plate 
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CXIX.  f.  2).  Dioicous  ?  in  large  dense  tufts,  interwoven  at  base  with 
braiiclu'd  radicles,  bright  green.  Stem  innovating  dicliotomously  1-2  in. 
high,  flexile,  reddish,  bearing  lax  radicles  at  the  lower  part  fronv  the  axils 
of  the  leaves.  Leaves  approximated,  erect  when  moist,  and  often  some- 
what seciiud  on  the  young  shoots,  rather  soft,  papillose  at  back,  from  a 
narrowly  lanceolate  base,  gradually  subulate,  channelled,  with  a  thin 
nerve  reaching  the  apex,  the  margin  not  revolute,  sharply  denticulate 
above  and  on  the  back  of  the  nerve ;  when  dry  strongly  cirrhate  and 
twisted.  Cells  at  base  large  cylindraceo- vesicular,  the  rest  small  quadrate 
or  subhexagoual,  tilled  with  deep  green  chlorophyll.  Growing  in  ex- 
panded tufts  like  TF.  cirrJiata,  the  leaves  reseudjliug  those  of  W.  Brunloni, 
but  longer  and  the  margin  not  revolute. — HaB.  On  the  base  of  the  trunk 
of  an  oak  in  Lower  Nuthurst,  Sutton  Park,  Birmingham  (J.  Bagnall, 
Aug.  27,  1870).  Identical  with  original  specimens  gathered  by  Carestia 
in  the  Val  d'Intrasca  near  Verbano. 

TricJiostomedE. 

As  the  synonymy  of  this  group  has  been  so  carefully  worked  out  by 
Professor  Lindberg  in  his  valuable  paper  "  Om  de  Europeiska  Tricho- 
stomejE  "  (Oefversigt  Kongl.  Vetenskaps  Akad.  Porhandlingar,  1864),  I 
take  advantage  of  it  to  enumerate  all  our  species,  availing  myself  also  of 
Mr.  Mitten's  admirable  paper  on  Pottia  (See  Journ.  Bot.  IX.  (1871) 
p.  2).  This  great  bryologist  takes  by  far  the  most  philosophical  view  of 
the  group  when  he  advocates  the  union  of  Pottia,  Desmatodon,  Tricho- 
domiuii  and  Ihrtiila,  into  one  natural  genus  ;  as  a  matter  of  convenience, 
however,  I  retain  here  the  three  principal,  though  every  one  who  studies 
them  will  find  that  the  lengthening  of  the  teeth  of  Trklio&tomum,  and 
their  twisting  into  those  of  Tortida,  is  so  gradual  that  it  is  difficidt  to 
draw  the  line  between  them,  while  it  separates  such  closely  allied  species 
as  Trlch.  cyl'mdncum  and  Tort,  lurtuosa.  In  Turtuta  I  adopt  the  sections 
used  by  De  Notaris. 

Ephemerella  rtcurvifolia,  Dicks. 

Phascum. — 1,  P.  triqnetruni.  Spruce  ;  2,  P.  mulicuni,  Schreb.  ;  3, 
P.  Florkeanum,  W.  and  M.  ;  4,  F.  acaulon,  L.  {cuspidattim.,  Schreb.)  ; 
5,  P.  curvicollnm,  Hed. 

Pottia.— 1,  P.  pusilla,  Hed.  1783  (caw/o&,  Ehrt.  1787) ;  2,  P.  recta, 
Lindb.  {Phascum  rectum..  With.) ;  3,  P.  Starkeana,  Hed. ;  4,  P.  caspitosa, 
Bruch;   5,  P.  tnmcatula,  L. ;   6,  P.  crinita,  Wils. ;   7,  P.  fFilsoui,  Hook. 

8.  P.  littoralis,  Mitten,  Journ.  Bot.  IX.  (1871),  p.  4.  Leaves  quin- 
quefarious,  oblong,  subspathulate,  the  lower  pale,  upper  green  ;  upper 
cells  h.df  the  size  of  those  in  P.  triincatula,  lower  oblong  pellucid,  all 
smooth  ;  nerve  excurrent.  Capsule  oblong-oval,  somewhat  narrower  at 
the  mouth,  lid  rostrate,  slightly  twisted,  male  flower  gemmiform.  Beach 
at  Aldringtou  and  Hastings.     I  have  not  seen  specimens. 

9.  P.  aspenda.  Mitten,  Journ.  Bot.  1871,  p.  4  (Plate  CXIX.  f.  3). 
Leaves  qiiinquefarious,  obovate-spathulate,  acute,  upper  cells  rhomboidal 
and  quadrate  hexagonal  with  obtuse  papillae,  lower  oblong,  pellucid,  nerve 
excurrent.  Calyptra  with  a  few  scattered  papillse  ;  capsule  oval  ;  lid 
rostrate,  antheridia  naked  in  the  axils  of  upper  leaves. — Hab.  Henfleld 
Mitten  ;   Penzance,  Curnow  ;   Jersey,  Piquet. 

10.  P.  viridifulia.  Mitten,  Journ.  Bot.  1871,  p.  5  (Plate  CXIX.  f.  4). 
Leaves  octofarious,   obovate-spalhulate,  obtuse,  nerve  excurrent,  margin 
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recurved  in  the  middle,  upper  cells  licxngoiial,  very  minutely  papillose, 
lower  obloiio-,  pellucid.  Antheridia  as  in  last  ;  seta  short,  calyptra  smooth, 
ca|)sule  oblong-,  lid  rostrate.  Crevices  of  slate  rocks.  Plymoutii,  Holmes. 
11.  F.  Seimii,  Hed.  12.  P.  dri/o'ides  (Dicks.).  13.  P.  lanceolata, 
Hed. 

14.  P  bdermeJia,  Turn. —  Gymnod.  intermedium.  Turn.  Muse.  Hib. 
p.  7.  t.  1.  f.  a-c. — Plants  larg-er  than  those  of  P.  truncaUda,  and  resem- 
bliuii,-  P.  lanceoluta ;  leaves  with  the  maro-in  revolute  for  the  lower  half, 
capside  subcyliudric,  slightly  eontracted  below  the  mouth  ;  annulus  com- 
pomid,  peristome  rudimentary.  Not  uncommon  in  south  of  England, 
and  very  different  from  P.  trancatula.  Mr.  Mitten  unites  it  to  P.  lanceo- 
lata. 

15.  P.  latifoUa,  Schw.,  C.  Mlill. 

Trichostomum. — 1,  T.  cernnum,\{m\>.;  2,  T.  cjjUndricum,  Bnich  ; 
3,  T.  ri(belliim,  Hoff. ;  4,  T.  Inridiun,  Hsch.  ;  5,  T.  tophaceim,  Brid. ; 
fi,  T.  brachjdoidmm,  Bruch,  1829  {T.  mutabile,  Bruch,  1838);  7,  T. 
crinpulum,  Bruch. 

8.  T.  flavo-virens,  Brucli  and  Muell.  ("Reg.  Bot.  Zeit.  1829).  Dioi- 
cous,  laxly  tufted,  dichotonious,  the  innovations  originating  at  the  fertile 
coma,  soft  yellow-green.  Leaves  laxly  imbricated,  erecto-patent,  twisting, 
straight  when  moist,  comal  from  an  oblong  base,  longly  linear-lanceolate, 
the  margin  strongly  undulate,  nerve  thick,  yellowish,  smooth  at  back, 
prolonged  into  a  short  acute  point.  Cells  at  base  very  thin,  elongated, 
above  minute,  hexagonal,  very  finely  papillose,  the  margin  above  base 
bordered  with  very  thin  pellucid  cells.  Capsule  on  a  long  purple  pedicel, 
erect,  ovato-cylindric,  pale,  exannnlate ;  lid  conic,  obliquely  rostrate ; 
teeth  straight  deep  purple,  roughish. — Hab.  Shoreham  Beach,  Mitten ; 
Plymouth,  Holmes  ;   Malahide,  Dr.  Moore  ;   all  barren. 

9.  T.  littorale,  Mitten  (Seem.  Journ.  Bot.  VI.  (1868)  p.  99).  In  com- 
pact tufts,  simple  or  divided  by  innovations.  Leaves  comose,  yellowish 
green,  fuscous  when  old,  erecto-patent,  slightly  recurved  towards  apex, 
oblong  ligulate,  obtuse,  channelled,  nerve  excurrent  in  a  short  mucro  ; 
cells  at  base  hyaline,  oblong  and  rectangular  for  as  high  as  half  width  of 
leaf,  but  not  ascending  up  the  margin,  above  shorter,  rounded  and 
obscure.  South  Coast :  Plymouth  (Holmes);  Hastings  (Mitten);  Brighton 
(Davies). 

Toktula. 

Sect.  1.  Aloidella. 

1.  T.  stellata,  Schrcbcr,  1771.— T.  rigida,  Hed.  1787.  2.  T.  ambigua, 
B.  and  S.     3.   T.  alo'ides,  Koch. 

Sect.  2.   CtineifolifB. 

4.  T.  Inmellafa,  Lindberg. — Pollla  cnvifoUa,  8.  barbiilo'ides,  Purieu. 
Poltln  gracilis,  Boswell.  P.  cavifoUa,  var.  gracilis,  Bry.  Brit.  Barbula 
cnvifulia,  Schp.  Muse.  Eur.  Novi  fasc.  3  and  4.  B.  concava,  Schp. — 
Monoicous,  in  loose  incoherent  tufts.  Stems  short,  simple  ;  lower  leaves 
smaller;  roundish-oval,  piliferous,  upper  broadly  oval  and  spntlndate, 
pointed,  perichfetial  narrowly  spathulate  and  piliferous;  all  very  concave, 
with  the  margin  fiat,  papillose  on  the  back,  nerve  vanishing  with  the 
apex,  bearing  four  decurrent  lamellfe ;  cells  at  base  elongated  hexagonal, 
hvaline,    above    minutclv    (piadrate   and   chlorophvllose.      Set;ie  longish; 

u  2 


292  RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  OCK  MOSS  FLORA. 

capsule  suboylindric,  often  sliglitly  curved,  rufous  browu,  furrowed  whea 
dry,  lid  witli  a  long  oblique  beak,  aniiulus  simple;  peristome  imperfect, 
clathrate  at  base,  thence  of  sli<4litly  twisted  unequal  teeth,  which  break 
away  with  the  lid.  —  On  chiy  covered  walls.  Bicester  and  Oxford  (Bosvvell), 
Aldrinoton  (Davies),  near  Edinburgh,  Pontefract  (Nowell). 

5.  T.  atrovlrens  (Smith),  Lind. — Grimwia  air.,  Eng.  Bot.  t.  2015 
(1809).  Trichostoiiiiim  convohUiim,  Brid.  Bidymodon  nervosus.  Hook, 
and  Tayl.     6.   T.  cniicifolia,  Dicks.      7.    T.   margbiata,   Br.   and    Schp. 

8.  T.  Vald'mna,  Schultz.  Monoicons,  dwarf,  gregarious,  or  in  little 
tufts,  resembling  T.  mnralis ;  leaves  oblong,  cuneate,  with  the  nerve  pro- 
longed into  an  acute  green  point ;  the  margin  scarcely,  or  above  the  base 
only,  a  little  revolute,  more  laxly  reticulated  throughout;  diaphanous,  or 
but  slightly  opaque,  papillose  on  the  back,  quite  entire;  upper  cells 
minute  angular,  marginal  rounded.  Capsule  oblongo-cylindric,  often 
gently  curved,  lid  short,  suboblique,  conic  ;  basal  membrane  loosely  tessel- 
lated, four  times  the  width  of  the  annulus.  Var.  jS.  subjlacclda  ;  T.  oblongi- 
folia,  Wils.  Leaves  with  the  margins  more  or  less  revolute,  crenulate,  Avith 
minute  papilke.  T.  VaMiana  was  found  by  Mr.  Davies  at  Angmering, 
in  Sussex,  and  in  May,  1871,  by  Messrs.  Sheppard  and  Westell,  between 
Mayford  Heatli  and  Pirbright  Common,   Woking,  Surrey. 

9.  T.  canescens,  Mont.     10.   T.  muralis,  Lin. 

Sect.  3.   Barb  Ilia. 

1 1.  T.  mucronata,  Bridel,  Sp.  Muse.  i.  p.  268  (1806).  — 5.  Brebissoni, 
Brid.  Bry.  Univ.  (1827),  Schp.  Muse.  Eur.  Nov.  fasc.  3-4.  CuicUdotiis 
riparlm,  /8.  terrestris,  Bry.  Eur. — Dioicons,  tall,  in  lax  pale  green  tufts, 
becoming  dirty  brown  by  age.  Stem  1-2  in.  high,  fastigiate  branched, 
with  reddish  radicles  at  base.  Leaves  erecto-patent,  twisted  when  dry. 
soft,  elongato-lingulate,  mucronate  with  the  stout,  excurrent  nerve,  con- 
cave, with  the  margin  lightly  recurved,  and  suddenly  thickened  above  the 
base,  minutely  papillose  on  both  sm-faces  ;  cells  at  base  hyaline,  hexagono- 
rectangular,  at  apex  minute,  rounded  hexagonal.  Capsule  on  a  stout 
yellow  pedicel,  erect,  cyliudraceous,  slightly  incurved;  lid  obliquely  rostrate; 
teeth  on  a  short  tube,  joined  here  and  there  at  base,  then  free  and  once 
twisted  to  the  left,  papillose,  orange. — Mr.  Davies  sends  me  specimens  in 
fruit  from  Sussex. 

12.  T.  ungiiiculafa,  Hed.  13.  T.  convoluta,  Hed.  14.  T.  revoluta, 
Schrad.      15.   T.  Honischnchiaua,  Schultz. 

16.  T.  vlnealis,  Brid.  Bry.  Univ.  i.  p.  830.— Stem  erect,  fastigiate 
branched,  with  2  or  3  innovations  below  the  perichaetium.  Leaves  laxly 
indjricated,  patent,  straight,  when  dry  appressed,  not  crisped,  recurved  at 
apex,  ovato-laneeolate,  very  acute,  margin  flatfish,  nerve  stout,  coloured, 
be;'oming  obscure  and  lost  in  the  apex.  Cells  at  base  rectangular  hyaline, 
above  rotimdato-quadrate,  fulvous.  Capsule  oblong,  nearly  equal,  when 
empty  subcylindric ;  lid  narrowly  conical,  incurved,  somewhat  obtuse. 
Fruit  ripe  in  May. — On  walls,  south  of  England. 

17.  T.  inmlana,  De  Notaris,  'Syllabus,'  p.  180. — Barhula  vlnealis, 
^.  fiar.clda,  Bry.  Eur.  T.  vinealls',  Y>xs .  Brit.  (Plate  CXX.  fig.  1).— 
Laxly  tufted ;  stem  erect,  elongated,  branched  from  the  base.  Leaves 
crowded,  widely  spreading,  long  and  narrow,  recurved,  or  hooked,  from 
an  erect  base,  appressed  to  the  stem,  lanceolate,  becoming  linear  and 
subulate,  margin  at  base  erect,  above  plane,  entire,  nerve  reaching  npex ; 
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when  dry  tlie  leaves  are  twisted  and  cirrliafe.  Capsule  tercte-obloiig, 
erect;  lid  conico-atteiuiated,  half  length  of  capsule.  De  Notarls  after- 
wards united  this  to  vlnealis,  but  Mr.  Mitten  pointed  out  their  distinct- 
ness in  Seem.  Journ.  Eot.  1867,  p.  325. — Bolton  Abbey,  Wyudcliff, 
Aldrington  Beach,  and  Cuckfield  (Davies),  Plymouth  (Holmes). 

18.  T.  rigiditla  (Hed.). —  Didymodon,  rujidiiluH,  Hed.  Mus.  Fr.  iii.  t.  4  ; 
Hook,  and  Tayl.  Muse.  Br.  Trichontoiimm  rif/iduluut,  /3.  dei/smn,  Bry. 
Eur.  ;  Bry.  Brit.  p.  114.  T.  nefjlectinn,  Wils.  ms.  (Plate  CXIX.  f.  .5).— 
Dioicous,  densely  tufted,  subpulvinate.  Leaves  rigid,  not  appressed  and 
imbricated  when  dry,  but  somewhat  curved  and  contorted,  lanceolate, 
cariuate,  the  base  erect  and  appressed  to  stem,  the  nerve  thick  and  con- 
tinued with  the  lamina  into  a  thick  obscure  point ;  cells  at  base  oblong, 
pellucid  with  thin  walls,  soon  becoming  incrassate  and  quadrate.  Fruit 
like  that  of  T.  spadicea,  peristome  longer. — IIab.   On  walls. 

19.  T.  spadicea.  Mitten;  Seem.  Journ.  Bot.  1867,  p.  326.— rWcZ/os/o- 
mum  rlgiduluin,  Bry.  Eur.  ;  Bry.  Brit.  (Plate  CXIX.  f.  6). — Dioicous,  1- 
2  in.  high,  resembling  T.fallax,  but  more  robust,  dull  green,  laxly  tufted. 
Leaves  patent  from  the  base,  when  dry  incurved  and  closely  imbricated, 
elongato-lanceolate,  channelled,  the  margin  recurved  below  ;  nerve  distinct 
to  the  apex  ;  cells  rounded  and  incrassate  from  the  very  base,  sonuwliat 
obscure.  Capsule  on  a  red  seta,  erect,  cylindric ;  lid  shortly  subulate, 
slightly  twisted.  Peristome  short ;  teeth  narrow,  on  a  very  short  mem- 
brane.— Damp  walls  and  rocks,  not  uncommon. 

20.  T.  fallax,  lled.—Bryum  imberbe,  Huds.  Fl.  Angl.  1762.— Lind- 
berg  adopts  Hudson's  name  ;  but  as  it  was  founded  on  tlie  erroneous  idea 
that  there  was  no  peristome,  it  is  better  to  drop  it. 

21.  T.  reflexa,  Bridel,  Sp.  Muse.  i.  p.  255  {\2,{)&).—Barbnla  fallax, 
y.  reflexa,  Brid.  Bry.  Un.  i.  p.  558.  Torlala  recnrvifolla,  VV'ils.  Ann.  Nat. 
Hist.  ii.  ser.  3.  p.  491.  Barhula  recnrvifolia,  Schimper.  TortuJa  fallax, 
8.  recurvifolia,  Bry.  Brit.  (Plate  CXX.  f.  2). — Dioicous,  rufous-ljrown,  in 
lax  incoherent  tufts,  more  slender  than  T.  fallax.  Leaves  tristichous, 
recurved  and  falcate,  when  dry  laxly  incumbent,  slightly  twisted  from  an 
oblong  base,  lanceolate,  shorter  and  broader  than  those  of  T.fallax,  acutely 
keeled,  strongly  papillose  on  both  sides,  nerve  vanishing  below  apex, 
margin  reflexed  below  ;  capsule  erect,  elongated,  cylindraceous,  regular, 
rufous-brown;  lid  subulate,  beaked;  annulus  none;  peristome  as  in 
T.fallax.  Very  rare  in  fruit.— Calcareous  rocks  and  walls.  Scotlaiul, 
Yorkshire,  Derbyshire,  near  Rydal  water  (Baker). 

22.  T.  rafa,  (Lorentz)  Braithw. — Didymodon  rufns,  Lorentz,  j\Ioos- 
Studien,  p.  121,  1864  (Plate  CXX.  f.  3).— Dioicous,  resembling  dwiirf 
T.  (jUjantca  in  riifous-l)r()\vn,  lax,  incoherent  tults.  Stems  2  5  in.  lop<>-, 
often  prostrate  at  base,  sparingly  dichotomous,  dense  leaved,  l^caves 
recurved  when  moist,  solid,  from  an  ovate  base,  lanceolate,  gradually 
apiculate  ;  margin  strongly  recurved;  nerve  vanishing  just  below  apex. 
Cells  at  base  rhomboid,  pellucid,  at  apex  minute,  cpiadrate,  papillose, 
opacpie.  Perigynium  enclosing  loug-neeked  archegonia,  without  para- 
physes. — lleported  from  Ben  Lawcrs  by  Or.  Stirton,  luit  I  have  not  seen 
British  specimens. 

23.  T.  recurvifolia.  Mitten,  Proe.  Linn.  Soe.  i.  Suppl.  p.  34,  185'.). — 
T.  vinealis,  var.  niralis,  Spruce.  Griiiiuiia  (jii/milea,  Seh[).  Svnops.  p.  (i",)5, 
1  860.  Torlala  i)iijanU-a,  laudlu'rg  (Plate  i'XX.  f.  4). —  In  large,  fuscous- 
green,  loose  tufts,  blackish-brown  a!  base.     Plants  3   8  in.  hii;h,  simple  or 


294  KECEXT   ADDITIONS    TO    OUR    MOSS    FLORA. 

bi-tripartite,  robust,  dense-leaved,  with  a  few  radicles.  Leaves  trifarious,. 
squarroso-recLirved,  when  dry  twisted  and  somewliat  crisped,  elongate, 
lanceolate,  concave,  complicate  towards  apex ;  margin  strongly  revolute ; 
nerve  strong,  reaching  apex ;  cells  at  base  elongated,  with  sinnous  walls 
like  those  o[  Rhacom'drium,  above  irregularly  stellate. — Dripping  alpine 
rocks.     Ben  Bulben,  Sligo  (Moore). 

Sect.  4.     Si/nti'icJda. 

24.  T.  prbiceps,  De  Notaris,  Syll.  p.  170,  1838. — Barbula  Mullen, 
Bry.  Eur.  1842.     25.   T.  ruralis,  L. 

26.  T.  intermedia,  Bridel,  Bry.  Univ.  i.  p.  586. — T.  ruralis,  /8.  minor, 
Bry.  Brit.  Barbula  ruralis,  (3.  rupestris,  Schp. — Dioicous,  resembling 
T.  ruralis,  but  growing  in  short,  compact  tufts,  rufescent  when  dry,  and 
very  hoary  from  the  long  hair-points  of  the  leaves.  Stem  short,  fastigiate 
branched.  Leaves  crowded,  erect,  appressed  when  dry,  oblong  spatliulate, 
carinate,  obtusely  rounded  at  apex ;  margin  recurved,  and  without  the 
two  longitudinal  striae  seen  in  ruralis ;  hair-point  often  longer  than  the 
leaf,  serrated.  Cells  twice  smaller,  very  obscure,  and  papillose.  Seta 
and  capsule  much  shorter,  and  also  the  teeth  oi  peristome. — Calcareous 
rocks  and  old  walls. 

27.  T.  papulosa,  Wils.  28.  T.  lailfolia,  Bruch.  29.  T.  subulata,  L. 
Lindberg  considers  T.  uiucronifoUa,  to  be  a  variety  of  this. 

Sect.  5.   Tortuoscc. 

30.  T.  tortuosa,  (L.)  Ehrt. 

31.  T.  Juberiuca,  Mitten,  Seem.  Journ.  Bot.  1867,  p.  329. — Auoec- 
tamjium  Horuschucliianum,  Bry.  Brit.  Tricliostomum  cirrhifolium,  Schp. 
ms.  Bldymodon  controversus,  Wils.  ms.  (Plate  CXX.  f.  5). — Stems  elon- 
gated, 2-4  in.  high,  branched.  Leaves  laxly  inserted,  somewhat  comose, 
and  stellate  at  summit;  the  base  erect,  dilated  and  clasping  above,  thence 
spreading  and  divergent,  ovato-lauceolate,  passing  into  lineal-subulate, 
acute,  nearly  straight,  channelled,  cirrhate  when  dry ;  nerve  yellowish, 
continued  to  apex,  smooth  at  back ;  margin  erect,  quite  entire.  Cells  at 
base  pellucid,  elongate,  rectangular,  quickly  passing  into  the  minute 
rounded  obscure  ones  which  form  the  rest  of  the  leaf. — Mountains  at 
Dunkerron,  Killarney.  Anoectamjlum  Hornschuchianum  has  the  basal 
margin  serrulate,  and  in  Tricliostomum  cyllndricum  the  base  is  scarcely 
wider  than  tlie  upper  part. 

32.  T.  nitida,  Lindberg,  Oefv.  Vet.  A.k.  Forliand.  1864,  p.  252.— Tri- 
chostomui/i  diffractum.  Mitten,  Seem.  Journ.  Bot.  1868,  p.  93. — Densely 
ciEspitose,  blackish-green.  Stem  short,  rigid,  dense  leaved,  branched. 
Leaves  erecto-patent,  when  dry  arcuato-incurved,  lanceolate,  obtuse,  chan- 
nelled, quite  entire;  margin  plane,  a  little  undulated;  nerve  terete,  very 
thick,  and  ending  in  a  very  short  apiculus,  when  dry  pale,  and  glossy  on 
the  back ;  upper  cells  indistinct,  very  minute,  densely  papillose,  those  of 
base  much  larger,  pellucid,  ascending  obliquely  upward  toward  margin. 
Leaves  very  fragile,  and  usually  In'okcn  in  the  middle. — South-west  coast, 
Plymouth  (Holmes),  Torquay  (Borrer),  Shoreham  Beach  (Nowell). 

33.  T.  siituosa,  Wilson,  ms. ;  Mitten,  Joiu-n.  Bot.  1867,  p.  327. — 
Trichoslonium.  siuuosuiu,  Ijindhcrg.  Dicrauella  sinuosa,  Wils.  (Plate  CXX. 
f.  d). — Densely  caespilose,  dull  yellow-green  above,  fuscous  below.     Stems 
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interwoven  witli  long  rerldish  radicles,  dichotomous,  ^-1  in.  high,  dense 
hiaved.  Leaves  long,  lineal-lanceolate,  becoming  subulate  toward  apex, 
fragile,  cirrhate,  and  twisted  when  dry;  base  short,  erect,  of  numerous 
rectangular,  pellucid  cells,  upper  part  carinate,  with  I'otundate  quadrate 
cells,  which  Ijccome  obscure  at  apex  ;  nerve  reddish,  extending  to  apex  ; 
margin  a  little  recurved  below,  sinuous  in  the  upper  half,  and  with  a  few 
irregular  denticulatious  just  below  the  point. — Hab.  On  old  walls, 
Bangor  (Wilson,  18 63)  ;  on  tree  roots  on  the  chalk  downs  of  Sussex, 
Woolsonbury,  Arundel,  etc.  (Davies),  Cornwall  (Borrer),  Plymouth 
(Holmes). 

34.  T.  fragiUs,  Hook. — Bidi/modon  fragiUs,  Hook,  in  Drum.  Muse. 
Amer.  1S28.  Turiidafragil/s,  Wih,  T.Bninim.oudU,  Mitten. — Dioicous, 
resembling  T.  tortuosa,  in  dense  interwoven  tufts.  Stem  erect,  dichoto- 
mous, clothed  below  with  tomentura.  Leaves  densely  crowded,  lower 
lanceohite,  upper  longly  subulate,  and  all  channelled,  entire,  with  an 
excurrent  nerve,  very  fragile,  erect  when  moist,  squarroso-falcate  wlien 
dry ;  cells  at  base  hyaline,  above  minute,  papillose  on  both  sides.  Cap- 
sule erect,  ovate-oblong,  slightly  curved ;  lid  conic,  with  a  long  oblique 
beak. — Wet  clefts  of  rocks.     Ben  Lawers  (M'Kinlay,  1865). 

35.  T.  squarrosa,  Vn-'uX. — Plenrochodte  squarrosa,  Lindberg. 
Ceratodon  jinrpureus,  L. 

Explanation  of  Plates  CXIX.  and  CXX. 

Plate  CIX. — Fig.  1.  Weisia  commutata.  Fig.  2.  W.  truncicoia.  Fig.  3. 
Pottia  asperula.  Fig.  4.  P.  viridifolia.  Fig.  5.  Tortida  rifjidula.  Fig.  6. 
2\  spadicea. 

Plate  CXX.— Fig.  1.  Tortula  in.sula7ia.  Fig.  2.  T.reflexa.  Fig.  3.  T.rufa. 
Fig.  4.  T.  recurnifolia.  Fig.  5.  T.hibernica.  Fig.  6.  T.  sinuosa.  /leaf;  /a  leaf 
apex  ;  /  b  leaf  base ;  I  x  leaf  section  ;  c  capsule ;  v  calyptra  ;  r  radicles. 
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By  Robert  Tucker,  M.A. 

The  warmest  thanks  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  Ijotany  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  are  due  to  Mr.  A.  G.  More  for  his  full  Supplement  to  Dr. 
Bromfield's  excellent  '  Flora  Vectensis,'  contained  in  previous  numbers  of 
this  Journal.  His  labours  and  successes  in  this  field  are  second  only  to 
(if  not  on  a  par  with)  those  of  his  lamented  predecessor.  If  it  were 
not  too  much  to  expect  from  one  who  has  so  many  calls  upon  his  time 
already,  one  could  wish  that  he  would  concentrate  his  powers  in  tiie 
drawing  u])  a  new  Flora  of  the  district,  eschewing  the  descriptions  givt'u 
by  Dr.  Bromtield,  and  modelled  (as  1  have  suggested.  Vol.  VUl.  p.  158) 
on  the  '  Flora  of  Middlesex  '  type.  It  might  be  brought  out  as  tiie  first 
part  of  the  long-lookcd-for  'Flora  of  Hants.'  A  "handy-book"  to  the 
botany  of  the  Island  is,  I  think,  a  real  desideratum  ;  and  as  no  one  is  so 
competent  for  the  work  as  Mr.  More,  I  hope,  if  he  reads  these  remarks, 
he  Avill  consider  the  matter  favourably  and  "  make  a  note  of  it." 

In  such  a  work  as  Dr.  Bromlicld's  there  are,  of  coin-se,  many  little 
inaccuracies  ;  and  the  number  of  these  was  most  likely  increased  by  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  work  was  edited.  I  nuiy,  perhaps,  ])oiut 
out  some  before  I  close  ray  remarks.     Tliere  are  some  few  also   wliieh  I 
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have  detected  ill  the  Supplemental  Notes.  I  shall  not  dwell  very  particu- 
larly upon  these,  but  first  record  some  few  additional  localities  oi"  my  own, 
principally  detected  in  the  years  1864  and  1865.  Following  Mr.  More's 
example,  I  shall  endeavour  not  to  give  any  which  have  been  recorded 
elsewhere  publicly.  I  do  not  know  if  the  'MSS.  observations  made  by 
Dr.  Bromfield  in  his  interleaved  copy  of  the  '  Flora  Hantouiensis '  (pre- 
served at  Kew)  have  appeared  in  print,  but  shall  forbear  to  give  them. 

RuuhuchIus  Jtederaceus,  L.  Dr.  Bromfield  and  subsequent  writers  seem 
to  have  overlooked  Fl.  Vectiana,  p.  23.  "  In  a  pond  near  Paiin,  Weston, 
St.  Helen's,  etc." 

R.  parviftorus,  L.  Fields  near  Tolt  Copse,  1864  and  1865  ;  field  near 
Beckett's  Copse,  1870. 

Berberis  vulgaris,  L.  (p.  75).     Only  one  locality  is  in  Fl.  Vect. 

Papaver  somniferiim,  L.     Field  near  Tolt  Copse. 

Chelidouium  majus,  L.  Bowcombe ;  Gatcombe  ;  and  near  other  ham- 
lets, seldom  more  than  two  or  three  plants  in  a  locality. 

[Lepidmm  Braba,  L.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Stratton  and 
I  found  this  on  the  railway  line  from  Newport  to  Cowes,  May,  1868  ;  but 
as  he  does  not  remember  our  having  found  it,  and  the  entry  in  my  note- 
book has  a  query  appended,  most  likely  I  am  in  error.] 

Helianthemim  vuhjare,  Gsert.  (p.  1:36).  Tlie  authority  should  be  D. 
Turner,  as  in  Snooke,  p.  22  ;  Bromfield,  p.  50;  not  given  in  '  Botanist's 
Guide'  (T.  and  D.). 

Sajwnaria  officinalis,  L.  I  saw  this  plant  in  Mr.  Watson's  locality  at 
Freshwater,  and  looked  upon  it  there  as  nothing  more  than  an  escape 
from  a  garden.     I  have  not  seen  the  plant  there  for  some  years  past. 

Lychnis  vespertina,  Sibth.  Witli  pale  pink  or  flesh-coloured  flowers, 
Arreton. 

Malva  moschata,  L.      St.  George's  Down. 

M.  rotundifoUa,  L.  Arreton  churchyard  ;  still  very  frequent  about 
Freshwater. 

Hypericum  AndroscBmmn,  L.  Dr.  Bromfield  has  omitted  references  to 
Bot.  Guide,  p.  320  ;  Fl.  Vectiana,  p.  29.     In  copses  about  Freshwater. 

Geranium  Robertianum,  L.,  fl.  albis.     Blackwater  marsh. 

Trifolium  subterraneum ,  L.  Gurnett,  1864  (and,  I  think,  St.  George's 
Down,  1865). 

T.  incarnatiim,  L.     Bridge  near  Freshwater  Church,  1871. 

Medicarjo  saliva,  L.  Field  near  Amos  Hill  ;  slipped  land  by  fort, 
Colwell  Bay;  and  field  near  Murrow's  Hotel,  Freshwater,  in  1870,  the 
first  locality  in  1871  also. 

Rosa  tomentosa,  Sm.  "  Isle  of  Wight,  Mr.  S.  Woods  "  ;  Bot.  Guide, 
p.  318 ;  not  given  in  Bromfield. 

Sedum  anfjUcura,  Huds.  (p.  142).  This  is  the  plant  correctly  quoted 
by  Dr.  Bromfield  from  Garnier's  list  (1.  c),  and  not  S.  TelepJiium. 
Warren  in  Freshwater;  Fl.  Vectiana,  p.  19. 

S.  dasypJtyllum,  L.  Only  a  few  plants  detected  on  Brading  Church, 
by  Messrs.  Stratton,  Warner,  and  myself  this  year,  in  consequence  of 
alterations.  {Ceterach  officinarum,  Wi'lld.,  I  fear  is  also  almost,  if  not  quite 
gone.) 

Chrysosplenium  oppositifolium,  L.  First  detected  bv  me,  I  think,  in 
Spring  Lane,  Carisbrooke,  April  30th,  1864;  grows  "much  less  exten- 
sively there  jiow,  as  stated  l)v  Mr.  Stratton. 
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Cimium  macidatnin,  L.     A  few  plants  on  Bovvcombe  Down,  1865. 
Picris  hieracioifJes,  L.     Near  VVatei'gate,  Newpoi't. 
Clchorinin  Liti/bns,  L.     "  Field   between  Cowes  and  Newport."     El. 
Vectiana,  p.  30. 

Erigeron  acrk,  L.  Several  places  about  Preshvvater,  roadside  near 
Norton;  "near  VVhitecross,"  Fl.  Vectiana,  p.  31. 

Cineraria  campestris,  Retz.  I  think  Mr.  More's  remarks  on  "  Bellian  " 
have  set  this  matter  at  rest.  The  examination  of  Garnier's  list  almost 
convinced  me  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  hypothesis  I  had  long  before 
fornu'd. 

Inula  Heleniiim,  L.  Also  in  a  hedge  bordering  the  marsh  at  Easton. 
The  Totland  plants  are  generally  cut  down  before  the  flowers  are  fully 
blown. 

Vinca  major,  L.  In  the  Fl.  Vectensis  the  station  at  Yarmouth,  quoted 
W.  D.  Siiooke,  should  be  "  Withering,  Bot.  Guide  and  FL  Vectiana." 
Near  Bovvcombe  Farm,  an  escape. 

Gentiaua  campestris,  L.  (j).  167).  The  date  is,  by  a  mistake,  given 
1869,  instead  of  1864,  as  in  the  paragraph  cited  (Vol.  VIII.  p.  160). 

\_G.  collina.  With.,  of  Garnier's  list,  is  only  Campanula  glomerata,  L. 
See  Fl.  Vect.  p.  291  note.] 

Ili/oscyamus  niger,  L.  Very  plentiful  on  shore  near  Hampstead  Ledge. 
(I  feel  sure  tiiis  must  have  been  recorded,  but  cannot  lay  my  hand  upon 
the  record.) 

Solaiiuin  nigrum,  L.  Gurnett ;  St.  George's  Down ;  New  Village, 
Newport ;  Freshwater. 

Jjnga  reptans,  L.  /3  (fl.  albis).  Forest  Road,  south  side,  near  Gun- 
ville  Lane,  June,  1865.     y.  (pink  flowers).     Gurnett,  1865. 

Nepeta  Cutaria,  L.  Near  the  racecourse,  Bowcombe  Down,  in  one 
spot,  with  Mr.  Stratton ;  hedge  at  back  of  old  windmill.  Freshwater, 
1865;  Amos  Hill,  Freshwater^  1870. 

Plantngo  Coronopns,  L.     Cowes,  Freshwater,  etc.,  1865. 
[_Alriplex   HaliiHMs,  L.     What  I  take  to  be  this  shrub,  has  attracted 
my  notice  for  some  years  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  close  to  the  bridge 
near  Freshwater  Church.      I  have  never  seen  it  in  flower.] 

Polygonum  Uttorale,  Link.  Totland's  Bay,  June  30th,  1861 ;  June  1st, 
1865.  (A  Polygonum,  which  I  took  to  be  P.  Raii,  I  found  also  at  Tot- 
land's Bay  August  16,  1864;  August  21,  1865 — confirmed  in  my  diag- 
nosis by  Journal,  p.  17L) 

Epipnctis  latifolia,  Sw.  The  authority  for  Shanklin  and  Godshill, 
Bromfield,  p.  489,  should  be  referred  back  to  Bot.  Guide. 

(Malaxis  paludosa,  Sw.  As  I  have  shown  in  'Science  Gossip,'  (1870, 
p.  234),  this  plant  is  stated  by  Dr.  Bromfield  in  the  Kew  MSS.  of  the 
'  Flora  llanton.'  F.  v.  vol.  x.  p.  112  note,  to  have  been  mentioned  to  him 
by  Dean  Gamier  as  one  which  the  Dean  believed  he  had  found  in  the 
island.) 

AUinin.  vineale,  L.  Three  or  more  y<''ii's  running  in  the  hedge  of  a 
field  at  the  back  of  Middlcton  House;  abuiulant  and  fiiu'ly  in  flower  by 
the  Yar  (east  bank),  1870. 

Asplenium  Rnla-mnraria,  L.  Plentiful  on  Thorley  Church,  most  likely 
will  be  destroyed  by  the  alterations. 

Asplenium  Trichoinanes,  L.  Ou  the  north  side  of  Carisbrooke  C^hurch, 
1864. 
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There  is  a  slight  coiifiision  in  the  '  Flora  Vectensis  '  in  the  case  of  some 
few  plants  as  to  book  authorities,  of.  Mentha  rotnnd'ifolia  and  M.  piperita, 
Avith  the  Bot.  Guide  and  Fl.  Vectiana ;  also  the  Doctor  oniils  generally 
to  give  Mr.  Snooke's  references  to  first  discoverers  (this  last  writer,  how- 
ever, is  not  always  correct). 

But  I  must  only  further  refer  to  the  subject  of  localities  by  citing  one 
or  two  additional  extracts,  besides  those  which  I  have  given  in  former 
numbers.  The  author  of  'Holiday  Excursions  of  a  Naturalist'  writes, 
that  he  found  '' Thesium  on  the  chalk  downs  (p.  50);  near  Luccombe, 
under  the  cliffs,  grew  the  Latliyrm  sylvestris,  Madder,  and  Asperula 
cynajichica'''  (p.  53) ;  "  we  found  OrcJiis  fusca  in  a  thicket  in  the  Under- 
clitf;  Iris  foglidissiii/ a  abounded  in  places — Monotropa  and  Silene  anglica, 
also  to  be  found,"  this  at  Ventnor  (p.  53)  (has  O.  fmca  really  been 
found  in  the  island?);  then  at  Carisbrooke  "  we  picked  2%^s?m?w  below 
the  castle  walls,  and  Aslrar/alns  Hypofjlottis  and  Teucrinni  Cliaracedrys 
are  also  to  be  found  in  this  locality"  (p.  5  6).  As  regards  the  last  two 
plants  our  author  is  evidently  quoting  from  ancient  authority,  which  had 
perhaps  no  solid  foundation  in  fact. 

In  Priscilla  Wakefield's  '  Family  Tour  through  the  British  Empire,' 
15th  ed.  1840)  1  find  that  (p.  455)  near  Ventnor  "the  elegant  wood- 
vitch,  larger  tumitory,  and  wild  raaddor  (so  are  the  plants  named)  were 
presented  to  the  young  botanists." 

As  I  have  elsewhere  stated  ('Science  Gossip,'  1870,  p.  261),  there  are 
thirty-two  Isle  of  Wight  plants  given  in  the  '  Hampshire  Repository  List.' 
These  are  cited  in  the  '  Flora  Vectensis  '  as  due  to  Pulteney  ;  the  author's 
explanation  of  the  matter  is  given  in  the  '  Phytologist,'  vol.  iii.  p.  428. 
'J'he  authors  of  the  'Botanist's  Guide'  (1805)  quoted  tiiis  list  as 
Pultenoy's,  yet  they  could  hardly  have  seen  it,  I  think,  as  they  omit 
references  to  sixteen  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  plants,  and  other  plants,  as  I 
have  siiown  (S.  G.  I.e.  supra),  they  quote  as  on  Pulteney's  authority, 
which  are  not  included  in  the  list.  These  last  may  possibly  have  been 
taken  from  the  '  Catalogue  of  Plants  of  Dorset."  As  the  Vectensian 
plants  in  this  list  are  so  few,  and  the  work  is  a  scarce  one,  I  have  thought 
it  well  to  transcribe  it.  Iris  foelida.  Isle  of  Wight ;  Tam.arix  gallica. 
Freshwater,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Linnm  usitatissimum,  Isle  of  Wight ;  L.  te- 
nuifolium,  near  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Scitla  verna,  near  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight ;  Chlora  perfoliata.  Isle  of  W^ight ;  Erica  vuhj.,  cinerea,  Tetralix, 
all  varieties  white,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Teiwrium  Chamfedrys,  Carisl)rooke 
Castle,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Oroiianche  crernlea,  Steephill,  Isle  of  Wight ; 
Fisinn  maritiiimm,  Sandown  Beach,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Lathyras  laiifoUns, 
ditto;  Cineraria  alpina,  Belhan,  fl..  Isle  of  Wight;  Ophrys  apifera, 
Steephill  and  Carisbrooke,  Isle  of  Wight ;  O^mnnda  reyalin.  Isle  of  Wight, 
—  all  these  are  given  in  tiie  '  Botanist's  Guide.'  Vinca  major,  Yarmouth, 
Isle  of  Wight,  the  authors  quote  on  the  authority  of  Withering.  The 
following  they  pass  over  altogether: — Convolvulus  Soldauella,  Brading 
Harbour,  Isle  of  Wight;  Chironia  Cenlaurea,  var.  white,  Isle  of  Wight  ; 
Thesium  linophyllum,  Steephill,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Gentiana  collina,  found  by 
Dr.  Withering  upon  the  barrows  in  the  highest  part  of  Afton  Down,  east 
of  Freshwater  Bay,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Crithnium  maritimmn,  or  Samphire, 
on  the  chalk  cliffs,  from  the  Needles  to  Freshwater  Gate,  Isle  of  Wight ; 
Eryngium  maritimnm.  Isle  of  Wight;  Narthecium  ossifrnr/icm.  Freshwater 
Beach,  Isle  of  Wight;  Arenaria  marina  (./.  rubra,  Iluds.),  Freshwater 
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Cove,  Tsle  of  Wig'ht ;  Sedum  angiiciun,  south  side  of  Brixton  Down,  Isle 
of  Wight ;  Chel'uhninm  glanc'mm,  Isle  of  Wight ;  Althaea  afficinnlis,  . 
llytle  beach,  Isle  of  Wight;  Tannceinm  viilrjare,  Sandown  and  Nortlicote, 
Isle  of  Wight ;  Matricaria  Parthenium,  Steephill,  Isle  of  Wight  ;  Ophrijs 
spiralis,  Steephill;  Carex  arenaria,  sandy  shore,  north-east  of  Isle  of 
Wight.  In  the  list  we  have  also  Cheno podium  Bonm-Iienricns,  coniraon  ; 
Crambe  mnritima,  western  coast, — these  are  county  plants,  so  the  gene- 
ral reference  may  include  Isle  of  Wight  stations.  There  are  two  notes, 
one  upon  Crithmum,  the  othei-  upon  Tmnarix.  The  Bot.  Guide  refers 
Asparagus  officinalis,  Freshwater,  to  Pnlteney  (the  real  Siniou  Pure,  I 
presume) .  Ur.  Bromfield  gives  the  following : — Tamarix,  Scilla,  E.  cinerea, 
H.  Tetralix,  Sednm,  T.  Chanmdrys,  Pisnm,  Lathyrus,  Chieraria ;  and  refers 
them  to  "  Pulteuey,  Bot.  Guide."  0.  apiftfra  he  refers  to  "  Pulteney," 
but  Narthecium  he  refers  to  "  Messrs.  Gamier  and  Poulter."  All  the 
rest  he  apparently  ignores,  so  far  as  the  '  Hampshire  Repository '  list  is 
concerned;  he  refers  Asparagus  to  "  Pulteney,  Bot.  Guide."  This  ana- 
lysis will,  I  trust,  enable  any  possessor  of  the  '  Flora  Vectensis  '  to  set  the 
Pulteney  question  at  rest. 

Triticum  loliaccnm,  Sm.,  is  cpioted  on  p.  599  from  Fl.  Vectiana, 
"Yarmouth,  D.  Turner;"  it  should  be  E.  Forster,  jun.,  teste  W.  D. 
Snooke. 

In  my  copy  of  the  '  Flora  Vectiana '  are  some  few  localities  written  in 
pencil  by  a  former  possessor,  one  or  two  of  which  are  of  interest.  The 
app"arance  of  the  writing  leads  me  to  the  conjecture  that  they  were  made 
before  the  publication  of  the  Fl.  Vectensis  : — "  Verbena,  near  Brading  ; 
Symphytum  officinale,  8andown  ;  Euphorbia  exigua,  Antirrhinum  Etatine, 
fields  by  the  roadside  between  Samlown  and  Shauklin  ;  Iris  fmtidissima, 
between  Rvde  and  Shanklin  ;  Carduus  Eriophorus,  AuthyUis,  Clinopo- 
diam  vulgare,  Origanum,  Iris  fadidissima.  Euphorbia  amygdaJoides,  be- 
tween Luccombe  and  Bonchurch ;  Anthyllis,  Asplenium,  Cyiioglossum, 
Chlora  perfoliata,  Steephill  to  St.  Lawrence  ;  Asperula  cynanchica,  cliffs 
near  St.  Lawrence  ;  Marrubium  vulgare,  between  St.  Lawrence  and  Mira- 
bles  ;  Iris  foetidissbua,  near  Mirables." 

I  can  onlv,  in  conclusion,  add  again  that  I  trust  we  shall  soon  see  a 
new  '  Flora  Vectensis  ;'  and  that,  should  a  list  of  names  of  subscribers  be 
called  for,  one  may  be  made  up  sufficiently  large  to  warrant  any  coin])e- 
tent  botanist  in  undertaking  its  preparation. 


NOTES    ON    SOME   IRISH    PLANTS. 
By  David  Moore,  Ph.D.,  M.R.LA. 

During  the  last  week  of  May  this  year,  when  botanizing  on  the  Ben- 
bulben  range  of  limestone  hills,  in  county  Sligo,  along  with  Professor 
Thiselton  Dyer,  we  picked  up  a  few  bits  of  Draba  rupestris,  on  that  part 
of  the  ran'>'e  known  locally  as  King's  Mountain.  It  was  growing  along 
with  Arenaria  ciliata,  Draba  incana,  and  Saxifraga  aizoides,  but  seemed 
to  be  very  rare  ;  only  two  small  plants  were  got  of  it. 

This  species  has  been  recorded  before  as  an  Irish  plant,  being  marked 
as  such  in  Professor  Babiiigton's  '  Manual  of  British  Botany,'  2nd  edi- 
tion.    At  the  time  when  publishing  our  '  Cybele  Hiberaica,'  my  colleague 
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A.  G.  More  communieatefl  with  Professor  Babington  about  tliis  plant, 
who  stated  he  had  kept  no  note  of  tlie  precise  station,  we  therefore  felt 
uncertain  about  it,  and  considered  it  safest  to  exclude  the  plant.  I 
liave  since  learned  that  Mr.  W.  Andrews,  whose  exertions  in  exploring 
parts  of  the  flora  of  Ireland  are  well  known,  had  either  collected  the  plant 
himself  on  the  Benbidben  Range  or  had  seen  specimens  collected  there  by 
the  late  Mr.  Wynn,  of  Sligo.  It  is  also  recorded  in  Withering's  '  Botany/ 
on  the  authority  of  the  late  Professor  E.  Murphy,  who,  we  believe,  knew 
he  had  made  a  mistake  in  taking  Draha  hicana  for  it.  Amidst  these 
uncertainties,  it  is  now  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  plant  has  again  been 
seen  in  its  Irish  hal)itat.  It  is  also  interesting  in  a  geographical  point  of 
view,  this  being  the  only  portion  of  Ireland  where  the  true  alpine  type  of 
plants  has  yet  been  known  to  occur. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  season,  end  of  June,  we  visited  the  locality  near 
MuUingar,  where  I  had  the  previous  year  discovered  Pyrola  rot  audi  folia, 
for  the  first  time  in  Ireland,  and  where  we  were  able  to  collect  a  tolerably 
good  supply  of  specimens  of  it  in  good  condition. 

At  page  209  of  Vol.  VIII.  of  '  Journal  of  Botany,'  I  have  a  short  notice 
of  an  alpine  Willow,  wliich  I  collected  on  the  top  of  Muckish,  a  high 
mountain  in  county  Donegal,  which  could  not  be  well  identified  with 
any  of  our  kni;wn  species.  Mr.  Baker,  who  compared  the  specimens  with 
those  of  the  British  Willows  in  the  Kew  Herbarium,  thought  it  nearest 
to  the  plant  named  Salix  Grahami,  specimens  of  which  were  there  from 
the  Sow  of  Athol,  Scotland.  The  smooth  gerniens  and  smooth  pedicels  of 
the  Irish  plant  inclined  me  to  think  it  nearer  to  a  form  of  Salix  Arbuscula. 
Since  the  publication  of  the  article  in  question,  I  was  able  to  get  living 
plants  of  S.  Grahami,  from  Athol,  which  I  had  planted  along  with  the 
Muckish  plant,  and  now  both  are  growing  freely  near  to  each  other,  show- 
ing, as  they  do,  unmistakably,  that  they  belong  to  the  same  species,  only 
differing  in  some  minor  points,  such  as  plants  of  the  same  species  from 
different  localities  frequently  assume.  This  opinion  has  also  been  con- 
firmed by  the  llev.  J.  E.  Leefe,  who  is  a  well-known  authority  on  British 
Willows.  Mr.  Leefe  has  further  assisted  me  to  correct  an  error  we  com- 
mitted in  '  Cybele  Hibernica,'  in  considering  Salix  procnmbem  an  Irish 
plant.  The  Benbulben  Willow,  mentioned  under  that  species,  is  a 
dwarfed,  decumbent  form  of  one  of  the  states  of  S.  phjlicifolia. 


ON   MONOTROPA  HYPOFITYS,   L. 

By  Fred.  Stratton,  F.L.S. 

This  plant,  which  has  not  been  noted  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  has  recently  been  rediscovei-ed.  Mrs.  Pretyman,  of 
Westover,  kindly  showed  it  to  me,  growing  in  tolerable  abundance  under 
Beech  and  Pir  trees,  not  far  from  the  house  at  Westover  in  August  last, 
and  a  few  days  ago  my  eldest  boy  (aged  three)  found  a  plant  growing 
under  Beech  at  Oarisbrooke  Castle.  It  may  be  useful  to  note  this  recur- 
rence of  a  plant  of  the  nature  of  Monotropa  after  so  many  years  during 
which  it  has  apparently  been  absent ;  at  least  in  the  two  localitibs  above 
mentioned,  in  neither  of  which  is  it  likely  that  it  would  have  escaped 
observation.      Prom   Westover  I   was  enabled   to  procure  several  large 
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masses  of  the  entire  plant  with  the  interlacing  roots  of  trees  amongst 
which  it  nestles,  from  an  examination  of  which  I  hoped  to  have  ascer- 
tained whether  or  not  the  plant  was  either  wholly  or  partially  parasitic. 
Thongh  closely  resembling  in  habit  and  general  appearance  Latkraa 
squamaria,  Monotropa  is  not,  I  believe,  parasitic  in  the  same  way  nor  to 
the  same  extent  that  that  plant  is.  In  Lathreea  I  have  succeeded  iu 
tracing  the  actual  connection  between  its  roots  and  those  of  Cori/lus 
Avellana,  the  plant  on  which  it  is  generally  parasitic  here ;  and  I  am  able 
to  confirm  in  many  respects  the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Bowman  in  his 
paper  on  Lathreea  squamaria  in  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Linneau  Society,' 
vol.  xvi.  part  2.  But  as  regards  Monotropa,  I  have  utterly  failed  to 
discover  any  immediate  or  direct  communication  between  it  and  the  roots 
amongst  which  it  lies  imbedded,  exce))t  that  the  fibrous  processes  which 
envelope  the  roots  or  rootslock  of  Monotropa  are  closely  applied,  and  to 
some  extent  adherent,  to  the  roots  of  the  trees.  Both  Beech  and  Fir 
grow  around  the  plants  at  Westover;  and  I  identified,  by  the  strong 
resinous  smell,  some  of  the  roots  to  which  the  Monotropa  rootlets  were 
clinging  as  some  kind  of  Fir.  In  the  station  at  Carisbrooke  Castle  oidy 
Beech-trees  occur.  The  only  discussion  of  late  years  upon  the  subject  of 
the  parasitism  of  Monotropa,  appears,  as  far  as  T  can  find  from  the 
resources  at  my  command,  to  be  that  in  the  first  volnme  of  the  '  Phy- 
tologist,' to  which  Messrs.  Luxfbrd,  Edwm  Lees,  W.  Wilson,  E.  Newman, 
T.  G.  Rylands,  and  others,  contributed  their  observations.  Their  opinions 
very  widely  differed,  one  of  the  most  striking  peculiarities  of  the  plant, 
the  fibrous  clothing  of  the  roots  or  underground  stem  being  variously 
considered  "  the  woolly  matted  extremities  of  the  grasses  which  grew 
with  the  Monotropa  ;"  "minute  spongioles — sent  forth  in  all  directions;" 
"  spongioles  or  suckers  ;"  "fibrous  extremities"  or  "root;"  and  lastly, 
"  a  byssoid  fungus."  ^^r.  Fiylauds,  whose  paper  shows  that  he  took 
considerable  trouble  in  the  matter,  was  so  satisfied  that  this  fibre  was  a 
fungoid  growth,  that  he  discovered  and  named  four  distinct  species,  which 
very  pleasingly  brou^^ht  together  the  names  of  the  several  investigators — 
Epiphafjos  Lurfordii  (Ryl.  mss.),  Zygodesmiis  Berkeleyi  (Hyl.  mss.), 
Sepedoniuin  TFilsonl  (Ryl.  mss.),  Cladosporium  Leesii  (Ryl.  mss.).  Now 
although  "  byssoid  fungi "  may  occur  luiturally  enough  on  the  decay- 
ing and  dead  leaves  and  other  vegetable  matter  beneath  Beech  or  Fir 
trees,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  believe  that  the  substance  so  regularly 
and  constantly  enveloping  the  root  or  rhizome  of  Monotropa  is  of  a 
fungoid  character.  The  resemblance  which  was  at  once  suggested  to  my 
mind  by  the  appearance  of  this  fibre  was  to  the  radicular  fibres  by  which 
common  Ivy  clings  to  trees  or  walls,  and  this  still  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
comparison  well  warranted  by  the  observations  I  have  been  able  to  make. 
The  investisations  of  the  well-known  botanists  whose  names  are  above- 
mentioned  were  conducted  just  thirty  years  ago.  It  would  be  very  satis- 
factory if  i^higlish  microscopists  would,  with  their  greatly  advanced  know- 
ledge and  improved  apparatus,  turn  their  attention  to  the  question  of  the 
parasitism  of  this  and  some  other  plants.  I  must  confess  myself  quite  unable 
to  decide  whether  or  not  Monotropa  is  parasitic  at  all.  No  actual  connec- 
tion has  ever  been  ob-erved  ;  this  seems  to  be  the  strongest  point,  because, 
although  extremely  difliculL  to  discover  and  demonstrate,  actual  connec- 
tion, beyond  mere  contact,  has  been  proved  to  exist  iu  the  case  of  LalUrtra 
and  other  parasitic  plants;  and,  uidil  this  connection  has  been  traced  and 
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seen  in  Munotropa,  its  parasitism  must  remain  a  tlieory  only,  and  not  an 
observed  faet.  On  the  other  hand,  with  tlie  strong  presumption  of  its 
parasitism  which  the  habit  and  appearance  of  the  phrnt  warrant,  Professor 
Babington's  statement  ('Manual,'  Glh  ed.  p.  220),  "not  parasitical," 
seems  to  require  souiething  more  to  support  it  than  the  negative  evidence 
hitherto  adduced.  Successful  cultivation  of  Monotropa  as  a  non-parasiti- 
cal pliint  would  be  perhaps  as  nearly  positive  evidence  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  would  admit  of,  but  as  far  as  records  go,  this  has  not  been  doue.* 
Has  Neotlia  Niduti-avis,  to  which  Monotropa  has  much  likeness,  been 
cultivated  ? 

Whether  the  fipparcnt  radicular  fibres  of  Monotropa  are  fungi  or  not, 
is  a  question  which  I  cannot  enter  upon  fully,  but  it  may  be  observed  tiuit 
of  the  four  "  byssoid  fungi  "  described  l)y  Mr.  Ryiands,  only  one  is  stated 
to  be  found  "on  Monotropa  root  generally,"  each  of  the  other  three  being 
allocated  to  plants  of  i/o«tf/ro/?a  found  iu  different  places.  Also  that  it  is 
only  the  former  one  that  is  said  to  possess  the  colour  which  seems  to  be 
the' common  characteristic  of  the  fibre— "  brown  ;"  the  others  being  re- 
spectively described  as  "  colourless,"  "  pellucid  white,"  and  "  pellucid 
straw-coiour."  Is  it  probable  that  a  plant  whose  roots  were  so  entirely 
covered  with  a  fungus  could  exist,  or  at  least  flourish  and  propagate  ? 

[Mr.  Stratton's  experience  is  that  of  all  botanists  who  have  investi- 
gated the  question.  Unger,  Graves,  Du  Cliartre,  Guillard,  Schacht,  and 
Chatin  have  all  failed  to  detect  the  slightest  organic  connection  between 
adult  Monotropa  and  ihe  roots  of  any  otlier  plant.  Chatin,  however,  iu 
his  beautiful  '  Anatomie  Comparc'e  des  Vegetaux,"  has  described  aiul 
figured  (' Piantes  Parasites,'  p.  257  and  t.  52)  a  young  individual  attached 
to  a  ligneous  root  by  a  true  perforating  vascular  cone,  exactly  as  in  Oro- 
baiic.h',  and  he  suggests  that,  at  least  when  reproduced  by  germination, 
Monotropa  may  commence  life  as  a  parasite.  Unger  (Ann.  d.  VVien.  Mus. 
Bd.  2j  thought  that  the  plant  lived  on  substances  exuded  by  tiie  roots 
amongst  which  it  grows  and  with  which  its  own  are  so  intimately  inter- 
laced." ]\Iany  botanists  consider  Monotropa  a  parasite  in  the  sense  of  living 
on  dead  or  decomposed  vegetable  nuitter,  like  Fungi.  The  subject  cannot 
be  considered  settled. —  H.  T.] 
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A  New  Genus  of  Gentianack^.. —  In  vol.  xxxix.  of  the  '  Journal 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  Mr.  S.  Kurz  has  published  a  full  de- 
scription, with  plate,  of  the  plant  from  Western  Thibet,  which  he  shortly 
defined  in  this  Journal  (Vol.  V.  p.  241),  inuhr  the  name  of  Geutiana 
JmcMe'i  (by  accident  spelt  T<ischkei).  Mr.  Kurz  had  originally  con- 
sidered it  to  form  a  new  genus,  but  Professor  Grisebach,  to  whom  frag- 
ments were  sid)mitted  (see  note  to  the  description  /.  c),  placed  it  in  the 
Amardta  section  of  Geutiana.  Further  examination  has  confirmed  Mr. 
Kurz  in  his  own  opinion,  and  he  now  describes  the  genus  Jaschkea,  the 
species  being  renamed  /.  (jentinnoidea.  The  chief  character  is  found  iu 
the  position  of  the  lihnnents  wiiich  are  "actually  terminal  between  the 

*  M.  unifloro,  L.,  a  N.  American  species,  has  been  cultivated  in  tlie  botanic 
garden  of  Glasgow  in  leaf-mould,  according  to  Sir  W.  Hoolier,  quoted  by  Chatin. 
(II.  T.) 
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corolla-lobes,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  epideriiiis  of  the  corolla 
overlies  the  vascular  bmullcs  leading  to  them."  lie  considers  the  genus 
nearer  to  Ophelia  than  to  Geul'uum. 


Botany  (p.  114). — As  no  one  has  replied  to  Professor  Dyer's  interest- 
ing question,  it  may  be  of  some  service  to  draw  attention  to  the  earliest 
uses  of  this  and  the  allied  words,  given  in  our  dictionaries.  In  Richard- 
son (1836)  we  have  "  Botanick  Book,"  Cudworth,  Intell.  System,  p.  326 
(1678);  "Botanist,"  Evelyn,  Diary  Ap.  13  (1694);  "Botany,"  Brooke, 
'Universal  Beauty'  (1735);  Miller,  Gardener's  Dict.^^jj^doce;  "  Eotji- 
nologer,"  Brown's  '  Cyrus'  Garden'  (1658).  I  have  appencled  the  dales 
of  the  earliest  editions,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them.  In 
Latham's  Johnson's  Dictionary  (1866)  we  have  "improving  ray  little 
skill  in  botanies,"  Bay,  'Correspondence,'  p.  413j_J^_Bota^iicjil_Ai-tistJ! 
Sir  T.  Browne's  '  Tracts,'  p.  6.— R.  Tucker. 


Thuidium  decipiens.  Be  Notaris,  a  British  Moss. — The  Bev. 
J.  Pergusson  has  contributed  a  note  to  '  Science  Gossip '  on  this  Moss, 
which  he  discovered  in  the  spring  of  1868  growing  abundantly  by  the 
side  of  a  streamlet,  and  about  springs  on  the  Clova  mountains,  at  about 
2800  feet.  The  late  Mr.  Wilson,  at  the  time,  considered  the  plant  a 
form  of  Hijpnmn  commntutam,  but  Mr.  Fergusson,  after  re-examination, 
distributed  it,  in  1870,  luuler  the  name  of  Hypnnm  rigidalum,  n.  sp. 
Juratzka  has  now  determined  it  to  be  identical  with  specimens  of  Tlini- 
dlnm  (kclpiem,  De  Not.,  lately  published  in  the  23rd  fascicle  of  llaben- 
horst's  '  Bryotheca  Europjiea.'  The  Moss  occurs  in  Finmark  and  Italy; 
the  fruit  has  not  yet  been  described. 


Seedling  Willows. — I  have  I'eceived  fro;n  Dr.  Moore,  of  Glasnevin, 
some  remarks  on  my  paper  published  in  the  August  number  of  the 
'Journal  of  Botany '  (p.  225),  '•  On  Seedling  Willows,"  stating  his  ex- 
perience on  the  subject,  which  difters  from  mine.  Dr.  Moore,  in  the  kiud(  st 
manner,  has  requested  me  to  conununicate  his  observations  to  you,  but  I 
trust  the  readers  of  the  Journal  will  not  be  deprived  of  his  observations  in 
a  more  dn-ect  form.  Dr.  Moore  says,  "  My  experience  coincides  with  that 
of  Sir  James  Smith,  as  stated  l)y  you  in  the  quotation  made  in  the 
'.Journal  of  Botany  '  from  '  The  English  Flora.'  "  I  am  glad  to  admit 
that  Dr.  Moore  has  sent  me  some  undoubted  seedlings,  of  one  and 
two  years  old,  of  -S*.  pln/Ucifolia,  L.  =  S.  tricolor,  Koch,  Ehr.,  and  also 
one  gathered  near  to  a  plant  of  S.  iriaridra.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
of  seedlings  from  any  other  quarter,  ami  have  seen  none  in  ray  own  garden 
this  year.  It  thus  appears  that  Willows  do  undoubtedly  spring  readily 
from  seed  in  the  Glasnevin  Hotanic  G-ardcn,  where  the  climate  appears 
favourable  to  their  production,  and  a  good  opportunity  is  i)resented  of  as- 
certaining whether,  as  stated  by  Sir  J.  E.  Smith,  the  seedlings  thus  spring- 
ing iq)  are  true  to  their  kind.  I  hope  Dr.  Moore  will  be  able  to  clear  up 
this  point  also. — J.  E.  LEEFii. 

A  query  in  the  January  number  of  this  Journal  (p.  15)  seems  to 
imply  some  doubt  as  to  the  production  of  "  genuine  ripe  seed  "  upon 
Willows  ami  Poplars  in  this  country.     Mr.  Leefe  (p.  327)  also  thinks 
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it  liappeus  witli  Willows  less  frfqucntly  than  is  generally  supposed. 
I  was  surprised,  therefore,  to  come  upon  a  passage  in  Liiuia'iis's 
'  AiTioenitates  Academicae '  (vol.  i.  p.  100),  which  speaks  of  the  seminal 
fertility  of  Willows  and  Poplars  as  a  thing  to  be  guarded  against. 
"  Ambulacra  ex  Populo  vel  Salice  formare  cupiens,  solos  mares  assuraat ; 
si  eiiim  feminae  teriae  mandentur,  multiplicautur,  ita  ut  neraus  loco 
ambulacri  forment."  The  advice,  however,  might  merely  be  an  as- 
sumption deduced  from  the  trees  being  mona>cious.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  a  piece  of  evidence  on  the  other  side  that  De  Candoile  ('  Physiologic 
Vegetale,'  ii.  724)  remarks, '  Nous  possedons  depuis  peu  les  deux  sexes  du 
Sanle  pleureur  (voyez  Spenuer,  PI.  Frib.  iii.  p.  1061),  mais  ils  n'ont  pas 
encore  produit  de  graines."  However,  that  "Willows  are  hybridizable  is 
proved  by  the  existence  of  a  book,  by  Max  Wichura,  entirely  devoted  to 
the  experimental  investigation  of  the  subject  ('  Die  Bastardbefruchtung 
,  .  .  der  Weiden,'  ISfio).  Mr.  Darwin,  quoting  from  it,  remarks  in  the 
'Origin  of  Species'  (4th  ed.  p.  315),  "It  is  kiiown  that  hybrids  raised 
from  very  distinct  species  are  sometimes  weak  and  dwarfed,  and  perish  at 
an  early  age,  of  which  fact  Max  Wichura  has  recently  given  some  striking 
cases  with  hybrid  Willows."  And  in  his  'Animals  and  Plants  under 
Domestication  '  (vol.  ii.  267),  he  mentions  that  "  Max  Wichura  united  six 
distinct  species  of  Willows  into  a  single  hybrid"  (by  successive  crosses). 
— W.  T.  Thiselton  Dykr. 

I  noticed  about  a  month  ago  in  one  of  the  flower-beds,  wiiich  occupy 
the  site  of  the  old  reservoir  near  Grosvenor  Gate,  Hyde  Park,  a  single  seed- 
ling plant  of  Salix  Cnprea,  L.  This  was  then  about  a  foot  high.  1  did  not 
think  from  its  appearance  and  regularity  of  growth,  vertical  as  well  as  lateral, 
that  this  could  be  a  willow-cutting  which  had  been  stuck  in  to  protect 
some  young  plant,  and  which  had  subsequently  taken  root  on  its  own  ac- 
count. But  the  plant  is  easily  found  if  any  botanist  cares  to  investigate 
the  subj'ect  further,  as  the  site  of  the  old  reservoir  does  not  occupy  many 
roods  of  ground. — J.  L.  Warren. 


Middlesex  Plants. — Between  Primrose  Hill  and  King  Henry's  Road 
I  have  noticed  this  year  many  luxuriant  plants  of  Riiniex  paludris,  a  well- 
known  but  somewhat  rarely-occurring  member  of  the  London  flora. 
Near  the  same  place  I  also  found  single  individuals  of  Bromus  arvemis 
and  GalbiHoija  parvijiora.  The  occurrence  of  the  last  plant  is  important, 
although  it  w^as  very  far  from  obvious  how  ils  seed  had  been  brouiiht 
there.  If  it  once  gets  a  firm  footing  north  of  the  Thames  it  must,  judg- 
ino;  from  its  abundance  in  the  neiiilibourhood  of  Kew,  become  one  of  the 
commonest  London  weeds.  Between  the  Adelaide  lload  and  Belsize 
Park  I  have  seen  this  season  Bromus  secalinus,  Chenopodium  olidum,  and 
Lnthyrus  Apliaca.  This  last  plant  has  also  occurred  this  year  on  the  site  of 
the  Exhibition,  South  Kensington,  where  Medicago  falcata  and  Centaurea 
amara  have  also  turned  up  for  the  first  time.  According  to  Dr.  Boswell- 
Syrae,  all  the  Ctntaurea  Jacea  he  has  seen  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
London  belongs  to  the  form  amara.  The  Exhibition  ground  has  pro- 
duced abundance  of  other  forms  of  this  plant,  but  I  have  not  met  with 
amara  before. — W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 

R.  plicatus,  W.  and  N.,  occurs  at  Bishop's  Wood,  Hampsfead,  and  is 
among  the  most  interesting  discoveries  of  Professor  Arcbehoug,  of  Lund, 
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during  Lis  visit  this  summer  to  Eiiojaiul.  Though  not  exactly  the  R. 
plicatiis  of  northern  England,  tlicie  pan  he  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
considering  this  form  (which  occurs  also  in  Surrey)  as  one  of  those  which 
the  name  R.  plicatus,  W.  and  N.,  comprehends.  Professor  Areschoug, 
with  much  acumen,  at  once  separated  this  plant  in  its  growing  state  from 
the  neighbouring  bushes  of  R.  cordifolliis,  by  contrasting  its  sepals, 
which  are  a  light  and  almost  vivid  green  externally,  with  those  of  the 
latter,  which  are  a  dull  drab  heavy  green  on  their  outer  surface. — J.  L. 
Wakren. 


Phytolacca  icosandra,  L. — In  Nicaragua  this  plant  springs  up  on 
newly-cleared  ground  ;  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river  San  Juan  it  is  called 
"  Calalii,'"  and  eaten  instead  of  Spinach.  I  saw  the  men  bring  quantities 
of  it,  especially  the  top  parts  of  tlie  plant,  oti  board  the  steamers,  whenever 
they  went  on  shore  ;  and  can  endorse  the  opinion  tiiat  Calalu  is  an  ex- 
cellent potherb.  If  I  remember  rightly,  P.  icosandra  is  cnltivated  in  the 
vine-growing  districts  of  Southern  Germany  on  account  of  its  black  fruit, 
largely  used  for  converting  white  wines  into  red. — Beethold  Seemann. 


Monstrosity  of  Viola  sylvatica  (p.  244) . — Since  I  took  a  speci- 
men of  the  crested  Viola  to  Kew,  1  have  been  able  to  collect  some  curious 
facts  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  think  worth  recording.  From  Mr. 
WoUasLon  I  have  received  accounts  of  two  other  instances  of  crested  Viola 
that  have  come  under  his  notice.  One  grew  in  the  garden  of  the  late 
Mr.  Swynfen  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  Staffordshire,  on  the  corm  of  Filix-mas 
cridata  ;  the  other  in  Mr.  WoUaston's  own  garden,  ve^-y  close  to  Poli/podiiim 
vuhjare  v.  cristatum,  but  not  actually  on  tlie  plant.  Here  there  are  three 
instances,  from  Gloucestershire,  Staffordshire,  and  Kent,  of  the  Viola  be- 
coming crested  when  growing  near  crested  Ferns.  Scolopendruim  endivre 
folium  was  first  raised  at  Mr.  Young's,  at  Taunton.  He  asserted  that  it 
was  a  hybrid  between  a  common  Scolopoidrium  and  an  Endive  growing 
together.  I  suppose  no  one  would  believe  this,  and  he  was  far  too  good 
a  botanist  to  believe  it  himself;  but  it  may  be  another  instance  of  a 
plant  copying  its  neighbour.  I  was  this  week  in  the  garden  of  Captain 
Jones,  of  Clifton.  He  rears  a  large  nnmber  of  Fern  monstrosities,  with 
which  he  is  very  successful.  But  I  was  surprised  to  find  in  his  houses 
that  the  air  is  apparently  so  charged  with  monstrosities  that  even  his 
normal  plants  acqiiire  abnormal  habits.  Thus,  his  Aspleninm  Nidus  has  a 
bifid  frond  ;  the  pinnules  of  his  Woodwardia  rudicans  are  crested  ;  and  his 
Bteclnniiii  auslrole  is  sagittate.  From  all  these  facts,  it  seems  very  pro- 
bable that  contiguity  has  some  infiucuce  on  the  forms  of  plants,  'i  he 
subject  is  a  very  interesting  one,  but  I  am  too  ignorant  in  the  science  of 
vegetable  teratology  to  do  more  than  record  the  facts. — Henry  N. 
Ellacombe. 


Cystopteris  fragilis  in  OxFOHDsniRE. — In  July,  this  year,  I 
found  Cystopteris  fragilis  growing  on  the  north  wall  of  South  Newington 
Chnrch,  near  Banbury,  in  Oxfordshire.  There  might  have  been  some 
twenty  plants,  for  the  most  part  small  in  size.     The  Vicar  has  since  sent 

vol..  :x.  [ocToiiEU.,  1871.]  X 
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me  the  largest  frond  lie  could  find,  about  six  inches  in  length,  which  has 
been  authenticated  at  the  British  Museum. — E.  B.  Pen  fold. 


Plants  near  Birmingham. — It  may  be  interesting  to  record  a  new 
station  for  one  or  two  of  our  rarer  plants  which  I  find  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. Carcx  teretiusada,  var.  /3.  Ehrhartiaua,  I  find  growing  on  the 
borders  of  one  of  the  pools  at  Sutton  Park.  In  this  same  park,  but  about 
half  a  mile  distant  from  the  last,  I  find  Carex  IrBv'igata,  and  just  outside 
the  park  Mentha  rotvndifolla  in  the  greatest  abundance.  If  this  last  is 
an  escape,  I  am  puzzled  to  account  for  its  presence  in  the  meadow  in 
question,  as  there  is  only  one  small  garden  anywhere  near,  and  no  trace 
of  Mentha  rotundifoUa  can  I  find  in  it. — James  Bagnall. 


Plants  near  Plymouth. —  GnaphaUmn  sylvuticum,  L.,  near  Ply- 
mouth.— The  author  of  the  '  Cybele  Britannica,'  in  vol.  ii.  speaks  of  this 
plant  as  "apparently  very  rare  in  the  Peninsula"  (Cornwall,  Devon,  and 
Somerset),  and,  in  the  Compendium,  records  it  for  Devon  alone  of  the 
three  counties  of  the  province.  So  far  as  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth 
is  concerned,  my  experience  confirms  Mr.  Watson's  statements  as  to  its 
great  rarity  in  the  south-west  of  England,  since  I  never  met  with  it  any- 
where here  until  recently,  when  I  discovered  it  in  two  pastures  enclosed 
from  Crowuhill  Down,  near  Plympton.  In  one  it  grows  plentifully,  but 
in  the  other  only  sparingly.  A  few  days  after  finding  it  in  this  locality, 
I  was  surprised  at  seeing  three  plants  in  another,  iioborough  Down,  about 
six  miles  north  of  Plymouth.  Poa  compressa,  L.,  in  Cornwall. — This 
Grass  is  but  thinly  scattered  over  the  country  around  Plymouth.  One  of 
its  local  stations  is  a  dry  bank  about  a  mile  from  Torpoint,  Cornwall,  by 
the  road  leading  thence  to  St.  John's,  by  Trevol.  It  seems  not  to  have 
been  hitherto  recorded  from  Cornwall.  I  take  the  opportunity  of  correct- 
ing two  typographical  errors  in  my  article  on  "  Plymouth  Plants  "  in 
*  Journal  of  Botany,'  Vol.  IX.  pp.  24-0-242  ;  in  second  line,  under  Pyrus 
tormmalis,  for  bane  read  hole ;  in  first  line,  under  Lastrea  spinidosa,  for 
viost  read  tttoist. — T.  E.  Archer  Briggs. 


Alisma  PLANTAGO.^If  British  botanists  want  occupation  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  a  large  field,  comparatively  unworked  in  England,  lies 
open  in  the  comparative  anatomy  of  the  subterranean  and  subaqueous 
parts  of  plants.  The  study  of  the  life-history  of  the  above  common  spe- 
cies, for  example,  would  ]Mobably  give  new  ideas  on  botany  to  many  who 
are  now  mere  collectors  and  systematists.  Nolte  has  described  and 
figured,  in  his  essay  on  Stratiotes  and  Sagiitaria,  corm-like  tubers,  closely 
similar  to  those  of  the  latter  plant,  in  Alisma,  which  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  observed,  or  at  least  properly  understood  in  this  country.  Like 
those  of  Sagilturia,  they  are  buds  remaining  dormant  through  the  winter, 
and  containing  a  store  of  nutriment,  to  be  employed  in  the  development 
of  the  new  plant  from  the  tuber  in  the  next  year. — Henry  Trimen, 
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By  James  Britten,  F.L.S. 

VIII.  The  Woolhope  Naturalists'  Field  Club. 

Tliis  very  important  body  was  established  in  1851  for  the  practical 
study  of  the  natural  history  of  Herefordshire  and  the  adjoinini?  districts  ; 
taking  its  name  from  the  valley  of  Woolhope.  At  the  date  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Club  scarcely  anything  was  known  of  the  fauna  or  flora  of  the 
county,  and  for  several  years  it  contined  its  work  to  cataloguing  the 
various  natural  productions  of  the  district ;  the  results  of  these  observa- 
tions being  referred  to  in  the  successive  annual  addresses  of  the  Presi- 
dents. The  work  already  achieved  by  the  Club  is  so  important  and  so 
comprehensive,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  any  account  of  it  in 
detail ;  the  following  observations  are,  therefore,  merely  descriptive  of  the 
botanical  portion,  it  being  remembered  that  almost  every  other  branch  of 
natural  history  lias  met  with  similar  attention.  For  the  particulars  we 
are  mainly  indebted  to  Dr.  Bull,  of  Hereford,  a  very  energetic  member  of 
the  Club,  and  one  to  whom  it  owes  no  small  portion  of  its  success. 

The  first  botanical  p;iper  was  read  in  1853,  by  Flavell  Edmunds,  Esq., 
"On  the  Distribution  and  Causes  of  Colour  in  Plants;"  the  next  was 
an  important  one,  on  "  The  Mistletoe  in  Herefordshire,"  by  Dr.  Bull, 
which  has  been  printed  in  extenso  in  our  pages,*  and,  therefore,  requires 
no  further  remark.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1866  that  the  Clvib  came 
prominently  into  notice.  In  that  year  the  iirst  of  the  annual  volumes  of 
Transactions,  to  which  it  mainly  owes  its  reputation,  w^as  issued.  These 
volumes,  occupying  as  they  do  a  position  midway  between  the  more 
strictly  scientitic  Transactions  of  the  Tyneside  Naturalists  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  societies  as  the  Manchester  Field-Naturalists,  are  of  con- 
siderable importance  as  favourable  illustrations  of  "popular  science;" 
while  the  local  bearing  of  their  contents  renders  them  quite  in  keeping 
with  the  scope  of  a  local  society.  They  are  so  large,  and  so  fully  illus- 
trated, that  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  how  they  can  be  produced  at  the 
cost  stated  in  the  balance  sheet.  The  way  in  which  this  is  managed  is 
worthy  of  note,  and  may  give  a  hint  to  other  local  clubs.  In  18C6 
an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  proprietor  of  the  '  Hereford  Times,' 
which  has  a  large  circulation  in  the  West  of  England,  that  the  pro- 
ceedhigs  of  the  Club  sliould  be  reported  in  full  as  ordinary  news,  and 
that  the  type  employed  for  this  purpose  should  be  reset  in  octavo 
shnpe  for  the  Transactions.  In  this  way  the  proceedinsfs  were  widely 
published,  created  great  interest,  and  encouraged  tlie  study  of  natural 
historv  among  the  public  throughout  tlie  district  (thus  fulfilling  one  great 
object  of  such  a  Club)  ;  and  the  Club  had  oidy  to  pay  for  the  time  occu- 
pied in  resetting,  etc.,  with  such  additions  and  illustrations  as  might  be 
thought  necessary.  From  this  (hite  an  account  of  the  proceedings  was 
always  pul)lished,  in  which  all  the  papers  read  appeared  at  length;  and, 
it  being  foiuul  that  an  ordinary  reporter  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  task, 
the  work  was  \uulertakeu  bv  Dr.  Bull,  who  is  also  the  able  editor  of  the 
yearly  volumes. 

*  Journ.  Bot.  TI.  (1864)  p.^SCl. 
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The  bctauiciil  contributions  to  the  annnal  vohimes  are  as  follow  : — 
1SG6.— "  On  the  Plants  of  the  Malvern  Hills,"  by  Edwin  Lees,  F.L.S. 
"  On  the  Relative  Value  of  the  British  Oaks,"  by  the"Rev.  H.  Cooper  Key, 
M.A.  "  On  Wandering  Plants,"  by  Dr.  Bull ;  in  which  the  appearance 
in  Herefordshire  of  Veronica  Biixhauritii,  Blitum  virgatum,  and  Xanth'mm 
spinosKm  was  noticed.  A  coloured  plate  of  the  last-named  plant  (which 
appeared  in  luxuriance  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hereford  for  four  years, 
in  two  of  which  it  ri})ened  a  few  seeds)  illustrated  this  paper.  "  On  Here- 
fordshire Yew-trees,"  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Woodliouse ;  illustrated  by 
photographs  of  some  of  the  more  remarkable.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  papers  on  Herefordshire  trees,  which  is  still  in  course  of  continuation. 
'•  Ou  Water  Ranunculi,"  by  Thomas  Blashill,  Esq.  The  most  important 
publication  of  the  year,  however,  was  the  first  part  of  the  "  Flora  of  Here- 
fordshire," by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Purchas.  It  consists  of  a  description  of 
the  districts  "into  which  the  county  has  been  divided,  with  an  excellent 
map;  a  sketch  of  (he  geology,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Symonds,  F.G.S.;  and  a 
tabular  summary  of  the  species  found.  The  second  part,  containing  de- 
tails of  the  distribution  of  each  species,  is  now  in  course  of  publication, 
and  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  completed. 

1867.— "  Variations  of  Primula."  by  Flavell  Edmunds,  Esq.  "On 
Agaricns  Georfjii  and  J.  ccunpedris,"  by  Mrs.  Key.  "  On  Pruning  Trees 
of  neglected  growth,"  by  C.  Wren  Hoskyi^s,  Esq!,  M.P.  "  On  the  Trees 
of  Harewood  and  Pengethley."  "  On  the  British  Oaks,"  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Cooper  Key,  M.A.  In  this  year  was  commenced  a  series  of  papers, 
"  Illustrations  of  the  Edible  Fimgi  of  lierefbrdshire,"  by  Dr.  Bull,  with 
original  drawings  on  stone,  coloured  by  some  ladies  of  the  county.  These 
illustrations  have  been  continued  from  year  to  year,  three  coloured  plates 
appearing  in  each  volume.  Although  all  the  species  noticed  are  more 
or  less  cou)mon,  and  the  papers  might  therefore  equally  illustrate  the 
Fungi  of  any  other  county,  it  is  to  them  that  the  origin  of  the 
n^pute  the  Club  has  now  attained  in  fungology  may  be  mainly  attributed. 
In  1808  Dr.  Bull,  representing  the  Club,  took  the  first  prize  at  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society's  show  for  the  best  collection  of  edible 
Fungi  ;  auil  in  the  same  year  a  special  meeting,  to  be  held  once  every 
season  for  a  "'  foray  among  the  funguses,"  was  established.  Among  the 
new  or  rare  Fungi  found  by  members  of  the  Club  may  be  named  Agaricus 
(Entuloma)  jnbatus,  Fr.  ;  Lactarius  coutroversus,  Pers. ;  Hygrophorus 
cahjptraformis,  B.  and  Br. ;  Strobiloiriyaes  sirobilaceus,  B.  ;  Pistlllaria 
pnberi.ilii,  B.  ;  Calocera  cornea,  Fr.  ;  llydnum  erinaceum,  Bull.  ;  Cortinarins 
(Plilegmaciiiiii)  riissn-s*  Fr. ;  Scleroderma  Geaster,  Fr.,  etc. 

1868.—"  The  Elm-tree  in  Herefordshire,"  by  Dr.  Bidl.  "  On  Cuscuta 
hasmica,  L  ,"  with  a  coloured  ])late,  by  Dr.  Bull.  "Our  Native  Food- 
))roducing  Plants,"  by  Thos.  Blashill,  Esq.  "A  Botanical  Stroll  in 
Herefordshire,"  by  Mr.  B.  M.  Watkins.  "  Why  we  should  not  eat 
Fuu'iuses,"  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Latouche.  "  On  the  Spores  of  Fungi,"  by 
W.  G.  Smith,  Esq.  "  New  and  Rare  Fungi,"  by  W.  G.  Smith,  Esq. 
"  Fairv  Rings  and  their  Fungi,"  by  Edwin  Lees,  Esq.  "  The  Remark- 
able frees  of  Wiiitfield." 

1869.— "The  Mistletoe  Oak  and  Amrum  of  Deerfold  Forest,"  by  Dr. 
Bull.f  "  Heywood  Forest  and  its  Funguses,"  by  Dr.  Bull.  "  Clavis 
Agariclnonun,  '  hy  W.  G.  Smith,  Esq.J     "A  Complete  List  of  British 

*  See  Journ.  Bot.  VIIT.  273.  t.  110.         t  See  .Tourn.  Bot.  VIII.  87  and  161. 
+  JoiUTi.  But.  VIII.  137,  etc.,  t.  c.-cv. 
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Agarics,"  by  W.  G.  Smitli,  Esq.  "  Discussion  on  Fairy  Rings."  "  Sapo- 
narla  Vaccarui,'''  (with  coloured  plate,)  by  Dr.  Bull. 

1870. — "  On  the  Reproduction  and  Growth  of  the  Mistletoe,"  by  the 
Rev.  R.  Blight.  "  On  the  Natural  History  of  Aymestrey,"  fcliiefly  botany,) 
by  the  Eev.  'I'hos.  Woodhouse.  "The  Beech-tree  in  Herefordshire,"  by 
the  Rev.  Thos.  Woodhouse.  "The  Mistletoe  Oak  of  Llangattock 
Lingoed,"  by  Dr.  Bull.  "  On  the  more  rare  Plants  of  the  Longrnynds," 
by  Dr.  Griffith  H.  Griffiths.  "  On  some  curious  Algae  only  apparent  in 
times  of  Drought,  wiih  notices  of  those  that  colour  water  in  seasons  of 
high  temperature,"  by  Edwin  Lees,  Esq.  "  Notes  on  Fairy  Rings,"  by 
Prof.  Bucku'.an.  "  On  the  Larger  Fungi  of  Trees,"  l)y  W.  G.  Smith, 
Esq.  "  Additions  to  the  List  of  British  Agarics,"  by  VV.  G.  Smith,  Esq. 
"On  Scleroderma  Geader,  Fr.,"  by  C.  E.  Broome,  Esq.*  "The  Auto- 
biography of  Fries,"  with  portrait,  trauslated  by  James  J^euny,  Esq. 

Many  of  the  above  papers  are  illustrated  by  coloured  plates,  and  it  may 
be  observed  that  all  other  branches  of  science  are  equally  well  represented 
in  the  volumes.  It  is  a  practical  testimony  to  the  local  estimation  in 
which  the  Transactions  are  held  that  the  earlier  volumes  have  long  been 
out  of  print,  and  it  is  now  scarcely  possible  to  obtain  a  complete  s"t.  If 
we  might  offer  a  hint,  it  would  be  that  a  larger  edition  of  future  volumes 
should  be  issued,  so  that  those  who  would  gladly  purchase  them — and 
they  are  many — may  be  enabled  to  do  so.  The  President  for  this  year  is 
Thomas  Cam,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  the  Rev.  Sir  George  H. 
Cornewall,  Bart.,  M.A. 


6*'trads  aat)  i^bstnuls. 


SUGGESTIONS  ON  FRUIT  CLASSIFICATION. 
By  Alexander  Dickson,  M.D., 

Regius  Professor  of  Botany  iv  the  TJniversity  of  Glasgow. 
{Read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  British  Association,  at  Edinburgh,  August  8,  1871.) 

Dr.  Dickson  referred  to  the  confessedly  unsatisfactory  state  of  fruit- 
classification,  and  to  the  very  unnecessary  extent  of  the  existing  termi- 
nology, whicli  is  further  complicated  by  a  considerable  amount  of  variance 
among  botanists  as  to  the  precise  application  of  several  of  the  terms  em- 
ployed. He  was  of  the  opinion,  which  he  believed  to  be  a  growing  one 
among  botanists,  that  the  most  convenient  method  of  classification  was, 
in  the  first  place  rigorously  to  restrict  the  definition  of  a  "  fruit  "  to  tlie 
mature  or  ripe  pistil,  exchuling  from  that  definition  those  nuxlilications  of 
accessory  parts  or  organs  whicli,  in  many  cases,  are  correlated  therewith  ; 
and,  secondly,  to  base  the  primary  classification  upon  the  general  character 
of  the  modification  undergone  by  tlu;  parts  of  the  pistil  in  ripening,  treat- 
ing as  of  minor  importance  the  characters  involved  in  the  description  of 
the  flower,  such  as  the  siqicrior  or  inferior  i)osition  of  the  ovary,  etc 

Tlie  classification  wliich  Dr.  Pickson  suggests  for  the  consideration  of 
botanists  aiiin-oaciuss  most  nearly  to  that  indicated  by  Sehneiit  in  his 
'Grnndriss,'  of  which,  indeed,  it  may  be  viewed  as  a  modification  and 
expansion.     Sehacht  grouped  fruits  under  tiiree  heads:  —  1st.  Capsular 

*  Journ.  I'.ot.  IX.  129.  t.  cx^^. 
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term.] 


fruits,  wliioh  dehisce  to  allow  the  seeds  to  escape  ;  2nd.  Splitting  fruits 
or  schizocarps,  which  break  into  pieces,  which  do  not  allow  the  escape  of 
the  seeds  ;  and  3rd.  Fruits  which  neither  dehisce  nor  fall  into  indehiscent 
pieces,  including  berries,  drupes,  and  achenes.  As  this  last  group  is  very 
heterogeneous,  Dr.  Dickson  prefers  to  consider  berries,  drupes,  and 
achenes  severally,  as  forms  of  equal  value  with  capsules  or  schizocarps, 
and  therefoi-e  would  divide  fruits  into  five  groups,  viz.  Capsules,  Schizo- 
carps, Achenes,  Berries,  and  Drujies,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
table : — 

Classification  of  Fruits. 

'  Simple.  [Pro-T  1.  Follicle.  Dehiscing  by 
bably  the  two  forms  one  suture,  usually  the  ventral, 
included  under  thisj  e.  g.  Caltha,  Magnolia,  etc. 
head  should  be  em- 1  2.  Legume.  Dehiscing  by 
braced  by  a  single  |  both  sutures,  e.  g.  Cylisus,  Vi- 
cia,  etc. 

3.  (Name  wanted.)  Seeds 
escaping  by  longitudinal  rup- 
ture of  the  wall  of  the  capsule 
(dehiscence  by  valves,  teeth,  or 
pores),  e.  g.  Brassica,  Viola, 
Rhododendron,  Iris,  Lychnis,  Pa- 
paver,  Campanula,  etc. 

4.  Pyxidium.  Seeds  escap- 
ing by  transverse  rupture  of  the 
wall  of  the  capsule  (dehiscence 
circumscissile),  e.g.  from  supe- 
rior ovary,  Anagallis,  Plantago, 
Hyoscyamus,  etc. ;  from  inferior, 
Bertholletia,  etc. 

5.  Regma.  Seeds  escaping 
by  rupture  along  the  inner 
angles  of  the  lobes,  into  which 
the  fruit  separates,  e.  g.  Gera- 
nium, Euphorbia,  etc. 

6.  Career ulus.  Lobes  not 
hanging  from  forked  carpophore, 
e.  g.  Tropaolum,  Borago,  etc. 

7.  Cremocarp.     Lobes   sepa- 


I.  Capsule.  - 
Dry,  dehiscing  tO( 
allow  the  seeds  to 
escape. 


Compound. 


f 


Breaking    longi- 

tudinally  into  inde-*^ 

I  hiscent  cocci. 
I 
II.  Schizocarp. —  j 

Dry,    breaking    up  | 

into        indehiscent  i       t>      i  •        i. 

,       Breaknig    trans 
pieces.  ,       .  '7 

^  '  versely    into     one 

seeded  joints. 


rating  from  below,  and,  for  a 
time,  hanging  from  extremities 
of  forked  carpophore,  e.  g.  (from 
superior  ovary)  Acer,  and  (from 
inferior  ovary)  Umbellifera. 


8.  Lomentum, 
\pus,  etc. 


e.g. 


0,'nitho- 


Breaking 


first  I 


,       .,    ,.     n     ^,      j      9.  (Name  wanted),  e.  g.  P^a- 
longitudniallv,  then ,  ,     ,     ^  /'      o 

^     "  ,    ■"  tystemon. 

transvei'sciy.  L  "^ 
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III.  Achene. — 
Dry,  iiulehisceut, 
not  breaking  up. 
[Probably  the 

names  applied  to 
the  different  forms 
should  be  abolished, 
and  the  term  Achene 
applied  to  all.] 


Superior. 


Inferior. 


IV.  Berry.  — 
Seeds  imbedded  in 
pulp.  As  a  rule, 
indehiscent. 


Outer  portion  of 
pericarp  delicate' 
(thin-skinned). 


V,  Drupe. — En- 
docarp  distinctly 
defined,  and  more 
or  less  indurated. 
Outer  porliou  of 
pericarp  of  variable 
consistence,  Hesliy, 
leathery,  or  fibrous. 
As  a  rule,  indehis- 
cent. 


Outer  portion 
of  pericarp  firm,, 
leathery,  or  hard 
(thick-skinned). 

One  -  stoned. 
[Probably  tlie  two 
forms  included  un- 
der this  head  should 
be  embraced  by  a 
simple  term.] 


10.  Achene  (in  restricted 
sense).  Pericarp  not  adherent 
to  seed,  e.  g.  Ranunculus,  Rumex, 
Utirms,  Fraxlnns,  etc. 

11.  Caiyopsis.     Pericarp  ad- 
^liering  to  seed,  e.  g.  Graminea. 

I  12.  Ci/psela.  Pericarp  not 
much  indurated,  e.  g.  Compoaitoe, 
Valer'mnacecB,  etc. 

13.  Qlaus.  Pericarp  hard, 
e.  g.    Quercus,   Cadanea,   Fuyms, 

\Corylus,  etc. 

14.  Uva.  Superior,  e.  g. 
Vitis,  Solanum,  etc. 

1 5.  Bacca  (in  restricted  sense). 
Inferior,  e.  g.  Ribes,   Faccininm, 

l^etc. 

16.  JmpJmarca.  Superior, 
e.g.  Ailajiiionin,PassiJlora  [^Citrus 
should  be  included  here]. 

17.  Pepu.  Inferim-,  e.g. 
Cucurbita,  Cucumis  \_Puuica 
should  be  included  here]. 

18.  Z)/v7;s  (in  restricted  sense). 
Superior,  e.g.  Prunus,  Cocos,  etc. 

19.  Tryma.  Inferior,  e.g. 
Juglavs,  Vibu7'nuni,  etc. 


Two-    or    more- 
[  stoned.     [Probably 
the  two  forms   in- 
cluded   under    this 

head  should  be  em- 1  „  ^,    ,  o      i  i 

,  T   ,  •     1    I  Pi/rus,  Crauequs,  mmbucus,  etc. 

braced  bv  a  smule^    ^      '  ^     ' 

term.] 


20.  (Name  wanted).     Supe- 
rior, e.  g.  Ilex,  Empelrum. 

21.  Pome.        Inferior,    e.  g. 


With  one   pluri- 
locular  stone. 


22.  (Name  wanted),  e.  g.  Cor- 


nns. 


As  the  modifications  undergone  by  the  fruit  in  ripening  stand  in  direct 
relation  to  the  dispersion  of  the  parts  by  which  the  plant  is  disseminated, 
probably  the  most  philosophical  method  of  classilying  fruits  would  l)e 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  parts  disseminated.  To  carry  out  this 
principle  rigorously,  however,  would  lead  to  ]iractieal  dillicidties  far  out- 
weighing any  advantage  gained.  At  the  same  time  it  is  evident  that  the 
foregoing  classification  satisfies,  in  a  general  way,  the  conditions  of  such 
a  method  ;  thus — in  Capsules  and  Berries,  the  seeds,  as  a  rule,  are  the 
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ultimate  pnrts  disseminated;  in  Drupes,  the  stones ;  in  Scbizocarps,  the 
mericarps  or  joints  ;  and  in  Aclienes,  the  fruits  as  wholes.  As  refractory 
exceptions,  however,  may  be  mentioned  tliose  cases  where  tlie  seed,  minus 
its  testa,  is  the  part  ultimately  disseminated;  for  example— in  Oxalis 
where,  on  dehiscence  of  the  capsule,  the  elastic  testa  becomes  ruptured, 
violently  expelling  the  body  of  the  seed  with  the  tegraen  ;  or  in  the 
so-called  drupaceous  seeds  (e.g.  in  Pimira),  which  are  doubtless  devoured 
by  birds ;  and,  after  digestion  of  the  pulpy  testa,  the  body  of  the  seed, 
with  the  hard  tegmen,  is  evacuated,  and  dissemination  occurs.  Or,  again, 
such  a  drupe  as  the  Apple,  where  the  indumtion  of  the  endocarp  is  slight, 
we  iiave  the  fruit  behaving  as  a  berry,  and  dissemination  taking  place  by 
means  of  the  seeds. 

Some  botanists  may,  perhaps,  be  surprised  to  note  the  omission  of  the 
terms  Siliqua  and  Slllcnla,  so  universally  employed  to  designate  the  fruits 
of  Cruciferce.  A  little  reflection,  however,  is  sufficient  to  make  it  evident 
that,  if  distinctions  so  trifling  in  character  as  those  which  separate  these 
fruits  from  other  valvular  capsules  were  coi.sistently  carried  out  in  practice, 
the  terminology  would  become  altogether  intolerable.  A  similar  argu- 
ment may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the  suggestion  made  in  the  foregoing 
table,  as  to  the  propriety  of  devising  some  common  term  which  will 
supersede  those  of  Follicle  and  Leyiune. 


llcb)  publications. 

Handbook  of  British  Fungi ;  with  full  Descriptions  of  all  the  Species,  and 
Illustrations  of  the  Genera.  By  M.  C.  CooKE,  M.A.  London  and 
New  York.     Macmillan  ami  Co.     1871.     Pp.  981 ;  Figs.  408. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  fifth  volume  of  the  '  English  Flora'  in  1836, 
— the  work  of  the  Rev,  M.  J.  Berkeley,  which  comprehended  all  the  species 
that  had  been  discovered  in  this  country  up  to  that  time,  and  in  which 
the  characters,  together  with  synonyms  and  references  to  figures,  were  of 
the  most  complete  kind, — little  has  been  done,  in  a  systematic  way,  to 
enable  botanists  of  moderate  means  to  pursue  the  study  of  mycology. 
Without  access  to  libraries  such  as  that  of  Kew  or  the  British  Museum, 
a  considerable  outlay  has  been  necessary  to  obtain  the  books  containing 
the  requisite  information ;  many  of  these  are  very  scarce,  and  the  subjects 
treated  of  only  in  detached  papers  in  the  transactions  of  the  learned  socie- 
ties of  our  own  or  other  countries,  and  therefore  inaccessible  to  the  gene- 
rality of  students.  The  only  work  comprising  all  the  species  indigenous 
to  Great  Britain  that  has  appeared  since  that  time,  viz.  the  '  Outlines  of 
British  Fungology,'  by  the  author  of  the  first-named  work,  was  published 
in  1860,  but  it  was  so  restricted  by  the  publishers  as  to  be  of  service 
only  to  those  who  possessed  the  vvorks  of  Fries  and  other  writers,  so  far 
as  the  more  minute  forms  are  concerned,  since  it  contained  specific  cha- 
racters of  the  larger  species  only,  with  short  descriptions  of  the  families, 
orders,  and  genera,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  remaining  species. 
During  the  eleven  years  that  have  elapsed  since  that  period,  numeroiis 
additions  have  been  made  to  our  Flora  by  a  constantly  increasing  nundier 
of  observers.     It  is  thei'efore  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  can  now  an- 
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iiouuce  tlie  completion  of  the'  Handbook  of  British  Fungi.'  by  Mr.  M. 
C.  Cooke,  tlie  well-known  writer  on  the  subject,  in  tiie  issue  of  the  second 
volume  of  his  work.     The  author  has  deferred  his  introductory  matter  for 
the  present,  as  tiie  dimensions  of  the  work  have  already  far  exceeded  what 
was  originally  intended  :  we  think  he  has  also  wisely  avoided  "  encuml)er- 
ing  his  pages  with  a  multitude  of  new  genej'ic  names,  often  fanciful,  sel- 
dom necessary,  and  which  may,  at  best,  be  regarded  as  transitional."     In 
the  primary  divisions  of  tiie  Hymenomycetes  he   has  adopted  the  latest 
views  of  Fries,  with  the  additions  and  analytical  key  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Smith, 
first  published  in  this  Journal,  which  will  be  found  of  great  use  in  refer- 
ring each  species  to  its  proper  position.      In  characterizing  the  families, 
orders,  and  genera,  Mr.  Cooke  has  combined  the  opinions  of  the  Swedish 
mycologist,  contained   in   the  '  Monographia  Hymenomycetum  Suecise,' 
with  those  of  the  author  of  the  Outlines,  with  the  addition  of  synonyms 
and  references  to  figures ;  and  it  may  be  here  mentioned  that  the  labour 
of  those  commencing  the  study  of  mycology  will  be  considerably  lessened 
by  the  characteristic  woodcuts  of  each  genus  executed,  we  believe,  ex- 
pressly for  the  work  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Smith,  to  whom  the  author  is  also 
indebted  for  numerous  original  observations.     Another  point  now  become 
essential  to  a  correct  description  of  a  species  has  not  been  neglected  by 
Mr.  Cooke,  viz.  the  measurements  of  spores,  these  he  has  given,  wherever 
they  were  attainable,  as  well  in  fractions  of  an  English  inch  as  in  milli- 
metres, that  again  saving  considerable  time  to  the  student  in  comparing 
specimens  with  French  descriptions.     The  Myxogasters  are  considered  to 
belong  to  the  fungi,  agreeably  to  the   views  of  most  botanists,  and  the 
Outlines  followed  in  their  arrangement.     The  work  before  us  begins  at 
this  point  to  attain  an  increased  value,  as  no  specific  characters  of  the 
subsequent  species,  except  of  a  few  of  the  larger  Elvellacei,  are  given  in 
the  Outlines.     The  Sphieroncmei  are  generally  described  as  autonomous 
species,  although  doubts  of  their  being  truly  such  are  thrown  out;  the 
state  of  our  knowledge  of  these  plants  is  not,  however,  sutficient  to  enable 
us,  with  few  exceptions,  to  refer  them  to  other  genera  with  any  degree  of 
certainty.     The  author  has  here  adopted  the  sound  advice  of  Tulasne  : — 
"Multi  propterea  tutiorem  viam  serpieiitur  qui,  deficiente  debitee,  longae 
scilicet,  opportunse  et  assiduse  observationis  facultate,  ea  quae  seorsa  seu 
discreta  viderint,  seorsim  etiam,  sicuti  hactenus  mos  est,  dcscribent,  nee 
dubia  incertaque  tentabuut  corijugia."     Favourable  opportunities,  time  at 
oia-  disposal,   ))atient  and  repeated  observations  at  various  periods  of  the 
year,  are  requisite  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  these  obscure  affinities. 
But  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  if  any  of  these  presumed  genera  are 
merely  various   modes  of  fruiting   of  one  and  the  same  species,  the  rule 
will  hold  good  of  I  hem  all,  however  ditlicult  their  identification   nuiy  be. 
With  regard  to  tlic  Mucediues  and  IMucoriiii,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  state 
that  the  author  follows  the  same  course  as  with  the  former  Orders,  not 
entering  on  controverted  questions.     He  has,  liowever,  made  a  stop  iu 
advance  by  introducing   the  Saprolegniese  provisionally  amongst    fungi. 
In  the  ascigerous  section,  Elvellacei,  Tuberacei,  etc.,   all   the  more  recent 
information  is  given,   whicii  may    be    asserted  with   equal   truth  of  the 
Sphajriacei,  althcnigh  it  does  not  appear  why  the  secondary  forms  of  fruit, 
as  described  by  Tulasne,  are  passed  over  in  silence,  as  in  the  genera  Ustu- 
lina,  Nummularia,    Kiitypa,  etc.,  nor  why  certain   forms  arc  attributed  to 
more  than  one  perfect  species,  as  where  lli'iulerauuia  poh/c^-^lU  is  referred 
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to  Blatrype  lanciformis,  p.  436,  and  to  Massaria  Argus,  at  p.  844,  it  is  an 
instance  where  Tulasue's  advice  might  be  of  service.  In  this  extensive 
Order,  containing  more  than  30  genera  and  nearly  500  species,  no  attain- 
able information  had  need  be  neglected,  nor  anything  introduced  that  may 
tend  to  embarrass.  Of  the  labours  of  other  writers  in  this  section  of  the 
fungi,  copious  use  has  been  made,  references  to  such  papers  as  those  of 
Mr.  Currey  in  the  Linnean  Transactions  are  invaluable  in  a  tribe  where 
such  distinctive  characters  may  be  found  in  the  size  and  forms  of  the  spo- 
ridia,  -and  where  access  to  authentic  specimens  is  so  difficult  of  attainment, 
very  few  herbaria  in  this  country  probably  possessing  the  '  Scleromycetes 
Suecise'  of  Fries.  With  all  this  amount  of  matter,  and  the  numerous 
illustrations  and  copious  index,  contained  in  the  two  volumes  before  us, 
the  price  to  subscribers  is  only  10s.  &d.,  an  amount  very  inadequate  to 
cover  the  time  and  labour  necessarily  bestowed  upon  them,  nor  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  work.  No  one  desirous  of 
undertaking  the  study  of  mycology  need  now  be  deterred  by  the  cost  of 
books,  or  the  difficulty  of  mastering  the  great  divisions  of  the  subject, 
the  illustrations  being  quite  sufficient  to  convey  a  general  notion  to  the 
mere  tyro.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Cooke's  work  will  find  a  ])lace  in 
every  botanical  library,  and  meet  with  the  general  appreciation  among 
scientific  men  that  it  so  richly  deserves. 

C.  E.  B. 


protccbings  of  Sonclics. 

BRITISH   ASSOCIATION   FOR  THE   ADVANCEMENT   OF 
SCIENCE.— EDINBURGH,  1871. 

{Concluded  from  page  284.) 

"On  the  Flora  of  Greenland,"  by  Dr.  Robert  Brown.  This  paper  con- 
sisted of  (1.)  A  statement  of  the  collection  of  Greenland  plants  from 
which  our  knowledge  of  the  flora  is  derived,  such  as  the  collections  of 
Vahl,  Rink,  Holl)oll,  Obick  (catalogued  by  Lange),  his  own  collections 
in  1861  and  1867,  the  collections  of  the  surgeons  of  whalers,  etc. 
(2.)  The  results  therefrom  derived.  The  whole  number  of  the  Pha- 
nerogamia  and  Ferns  is  about  324  species  and  marked  varieties.  From 
a  study  of  its  ilora  from  all  available  sources,  he  could  only  confirm 
and  extend  Dr.  Hooker's  conclusions  from  a  study  of  the  whole  Arctic 
phyto-geography.  It  had  many  peculiarities,  namely,  the  identity  of 
the  Greenland  and  Lapponian  floras,  the  paucity  of  species,  etc.  Enter- 
ing upon  a  consideration  of  Mr.  Darwin's  view,  he  considered  that 
his  doctrine  of  the  Scandinavian  flora  being  driven  into  all  latitudes 
during  the  glacial  period  was  abundantly  confirmed.  Discussing  the 
subject  of  the  transporting  agents  employed  in  disseminating  Green- 
land plants,  Dr.  Brown  considered  that  icebergs  had  but  a  smaU  share 
in  this  work,  for  even  allowing  that  they  conveyed  a  considerable 
quantity  of  seeds  in  moraine,  this  moraine  was  in  almost  every  case 
capsized  into  the  sea  and  never  readied  the  land.  Migratoiy  land  birds 
had  much  more  to  do  with  it,  and  the  winds  no  doubt  carried  the  spores 
of  Cryptogamia  as  well  as  the  heavier  seeds  of  Phaneroganiia  long  dis- 
tances.    Speaking  of  the  decrease  of  the  species  according  to  latitude,  it 
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was  mentioned  that  in  Smith's  Sound  only  fifty-two  species  were  found. 
CyperacccB  was  tiie  largest  Order.  Plants  sometimes  reached  under  fa- 
vourable circumstances  as  high  as  4000  ft.,  thougli  more  frequently 
2000  was  the  limit.  The  Cassiope  tetragona  and  Papaver  nudicaiUe  were 
the  hardiest.  There  was  no  connection  between  the  present  and  pre- 
existing floras  of  Greenland.  The  Cryptogamic  plants  were  much  less 
known.  Already  268  species  of  Lichens  were  described  from  Greenland, 
though  many  more  were  yet  to  be  discovered,  as  Lauder  Ijindsay  had 
found  upwards  of  twenty  species  entirely  new  to  science  in  his  collection 
(Liuu.  Trans.  1870).  Umbilicnria  had  the  effect  of  giving  an  aspect  to 
the  scenery,  but  Lecidea  had  the  largest  number  of  species,  viz.,  sixty- 
three.  The  Mosses  knowu  from  Greenland  were  not  many.  Prof.  Lawson, 
of  Oxford,  only  found  between  forty  and  fifty  species  in  Dr.  Brown's 
collection,  though  doubtless  many  more  were  yet  to  be  discovered.  Only 
twenty-six  Hepnticce  were  yet  known  from  Greenland.  The  Alc/re  described, 
number  between  forty  and  fifty,  and  left  room  for  many  new  discoveries. 

The  Fungi  were  few  and  the  DiatomaceaB  were  little  known. Prof. 

Dickie  remarked  with  regard  to  the  Alga,  they  were  abundant  not  in 
species  but  in  individuals.  Diatomacece  abounded;  they  largely  composed 
a  material  obtained  from  cracks  in  the  ice  and  resembling  bread  soaked  in 
water,  and  they  had  also  been  obtained  from  the  stomachs  of  mollusca. 
The  land  flora  consisted  of  plants  of  the  Scandinavian  type,  and  these 

it  was  well  known  had  the  widest  range  of  all  plants. Prof.  Lawson 

thought  that  from  birds  sitting  on  icebergs  there  might  be  a  greater 
deposit  upon  them  ;  but  the  birils  chiefly  fed  on  fishes  and  would  not 
necessarily  bring  seeds.  The  plants  carried  by  icebergs  would  be  chiefly 
Mosses  and  lower  plants  :  these  fall  on  glaciers  from  adjacent  rocks  and  ulti- 
mately reach  icebergs.  The  space  examined  in  Greenland  had  been  very 
small.  The  270  plants  chiefly  represented  a  coast  flora ;  of  the  vegetation 
of  the  interior,  nothing  was  known.  The  Mosses  from  Greenland,  princi- 
pally belonging  to  the  genus   Brgnm,  were  all  common  English  forms. 

The  collection  was  probably  very  imperfect. Prof.  Thiselton  Dyer  said 

that  more  exact  information  as  to  the  carrying  power  of  icebergs  was 
much  to  be  desired.  Darwin  stated  that  they  had  been  known  to  carry 
brushwood  ('Origin  of  Species,'  4th  edition,  p.  432),  but  he  had   never 

been  able  to  ascertain  the  authority  on  which  this  statement  rested. 

Mr.  Birkbeck  Nevins  had  never  seen  in  Hudson's  Straits  either  land- 
birds.  Mosses,  or  plants  upon  icebergs. Dr.  Brown,  in  reply,  said  tliat 

the  transporting  power  of  bergs  had  been  much  exaggerated.  For 
flowering  plants  it  was  certainly  small ;  as  to  Cryptogams  it  was  diflerent, 
since  their  spores  might  be  carried  considerable  distances  by  the  wind. 
Birds  were  the  chief  transporting  agents  of  .Irctic  plants,  all  the  passerine 
birds  of  Greenland  were  birds  of  passage. Prof.  A.  Dickson,  "  Sugges- 
tions on  Fruit  Classification  "  [printed  in  full  at  p.  309], Prof.  Dickie 

objected  to  the  treatment  of  drupes  in  the  paper.     The  shallow  groove  in 

the  fruits  of  the  Plum,  etc.,  was  a  very  important  point. Prof.  Balfour 

liked  the  primary  divisions  proposed.  He  was  quite  prepared  to  accept 
some  improvement,  but  he  thought  that  after  all  Professor  Dickson  had 

not  reduced  the  number  of  names  very  materially. Prof.  Thiselton 

Dyer  pointed  out  that  fruit  classifications  had  to  be  judged  from  two 
points  of  view.  Writers  on  structural  botany  naturally  desired  a  svmme- 
trieal  classification  ;  on  the  other,  systematists  would  not  use  a  cumbrous 
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nomencliitiire.  What  was  wanted  was  a  comproinisc,  a  set  of  terms  whicli 
would  admit  of  satisfactory  definition  from  a  structural  point  of  view,  and 
which  would  be  of  practical  use  to  tliose  who  described  plants.  It  was 
absurd  to  2,0  on  loading;  our  text-books  with  mere  terms  which  tauulit 

nothing-,  and  were  never  used. Prof.  Lawson  thought  that  all  terms 

found  in  books  ought  to  be  taught  to  students.  If  this  were  not  done, 
they  Avould  be  utterly  at  a  loss  when  they  came  upon  a  term  which  had 

never   been   explained    to   them. Prof.    Perceval    Wright    said    that 

manuals  of  botany  were  regarded  as  too  little  subject  to  change.     They 

were  very  much  open  to  improvement. J.  IJirkbeck  Nevins,  "  On  the 

Development    of    the  Vascular    Tissue    iu    lowering   Plants." Neil 

Stewart,  "  An  Inquiry  into  the  Function  of  Colour  iu  Plants,  or  into  its 
Kelationship  to  the  Manner  of  their  Illumination  during  Different  Stages 
of  their  Development."  Tiie  author  read  this  paper,  which  was  very 
long,  in  abstract.  It  was  difhcult  to  obtain  a  clear  conception  of  his 
views.  He  was  himself  in  doubt  as  to  "  whether  he  was  deluded  by  a 
hobby,  or  hovering  on  the  dawn  of  a  new  botanical  philosophy."  His 
notion  seemed  to  be  that  the  colour  (and  form)  of  tlovvers  was  controlled 

by  advantage  of  the  reflections  of  light  from  one  part  to  another. 

Dr.  R.  Brown,  '  On  the  Distribution  of  the  Flora  of  North-west  America." 
The  chief  point  In'ought  out  iu  this  paper  was  that,  instead  of  one  homo- 
geneous flora  to  the  north  of  Mexico  and  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, there  were  several.  The  chief  of  these  were,  (1.)  The  flora  to  the 
west  of  the  Cascade  and  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  and  (2.)  the  flora  to 
the  east  of  that  range  and  between  it  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  There 
were  various  subdivisions,  but  these  two  were  the  chief  ones.  Then 
there  was  the  Arctic  flora  by  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  and  until  you 
came  south  of  the  range  of  mountains  which  runs  up  the  peninsula  of 
Aliask,  the  Atiuibascan,  or  flora  of  the  country  to  the  immediate  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  maintained  its  ground.  There  was  an  alpine  flora 
of  a  similar  nature  on  the  Rocky  and  Cascade  Mountains,  though  slightly 

varvino'  accordino;  to  the  latitude.     The  whole  north-west  American  is 

.'00 

peculiar,  and,  as  Oersted,  of  Copenhagen,  pointed  out,  of  a  character 
almost  insular.  He  differed  from  Dr.  Asa  Gray  in  thinking  that  there 
were  few  Japanese  elements  in  the  North-west  American  flora. 

Aitfjiid  \{)th. — Excursion  to  Ben  Ledi,  under  the  guidance  of  Professor 
Balfour  and  Mr.  Sadler.  About  100  persons  attended  this  excursion. 
Several  alpine  plants  were  noticed,  e.  g.  Thalictruin  alpinum,  Silene  acaulls, 
Polj/stichiim  LoHchi.tis,  and  Hymenophyllum  IVlhunl. 

SectiOxN  E.  Geography. — August  ^nl. — Colonel  Yule,  C.B.,  pre- 
sided.—Captain  Miles,  "On  the  Somali  Coast."  The  Exports  from 
Bunder  Muniyah  are  frankincense,  gum  arable,  'mulig,'  indigo,  and  mats. 
Indigo  grows  wild,  arul  is  sent  to  Moculla  and  Sheher,  where  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  it.  The  mats  are  made  almost  exclusively  of  the  '  ow  ' 
or  leaf  of  the  Doum  {Jiy plume)  and  wild  Date  Palms,  tlu;  latter  being 
preferred ;  they  are  dyed  of  two  colours  only,  red  and  black ;  the  red  dye 
is  a  mixture  of  ashes,  '  fooah,'  saltpetre,  and  camel's  dung,  but  they  are 
acquainted  with  several  plants  that  produce  a  red  dye.  'Mulig,'  or  as 
the  Somfd  call  it  '  gcro,'  the  fruit  of  tlic  Doum  Palm,  is  a  nut  with  a  hard 
and  thick  rind  ;  it  is  cut  in  half,  diicd,  and  strung  for  export.  The 
kernel  is  perfectly  insipid,  and  nMpiires  an  immense  deal  of  inastieation  ; 
it  has  nothing  to  recommend  it,  but  is  much  eaten   by  the  natives  as  a 
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restorative.  Asclepias,  Senna,  and  Aloe  plants  grow  abuiularitly,  but 
tlieir  medicinal  and  fibrous  uses  are  unknown  to  the  natives.  The  most 
remarkable  products  of  this  country  are  its  gums  and  resins.  Gum 
arabic,  tragacanth,  myrrh,  and  many  others  are  produced  in  abundance ; 
and  in  no  other  country,  except  sparsely  on  the  opposite  coast  of  Arabia, 
does  the  Olibanum  or  Frankincense  tree  exist.  The  Somal  divide  gum 
into  two  classes — sweet  and  bitter;  and  to  the  former  belong  gum  arabic, 
mastic,  '  luban,'  mayeti,  etc.,  and  to  the  latter  myrrh  and  '  hodthai.' 
There  are,  at  least,  three  species  of  Acacia,  producing  the  sumugh  or 
gum  arabic,  and  they  are  all  very  abundant ;  the  bark  is  cut  three  times 
only  by  the  natives  for  the  gum  to  exude ;  if  cut  more  frequently  the  tree 
dies.  I  was  told  that  the  tree  is  cut  only  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
province  of  Wursiim-Galli ;  in  the  west  the  gum  is  allowed  to  exude 
naturally.  The  'hodthai'  is  a  gum  of  peculiar  quality;  the  tree  is  a 
thorny  Acacia,  not  unlike  the  '  babool,'  but  has  a  thorny  bark.  The 
gum  is  not  exported,  and  the  only  use  it  is  put  to,  is  by  men,  to  whiten 
their  shields,  and  by  women  to  cleanse  their  hair.  The  tree  producing 
the  Olibanum  or  Frankincense,  which  is  called  by  the  Somal '  Beyu,'  grows 
only  on  the  limestone  ranges  of  this  and  the  opposite  coast.  There  are 
four  different  species  of  the  tree,  producing  two  different  kinds  of  gum, 
bedwi  or  sheheri  the  best,  and  mayeti.  Numbers  of  the  Somal  go  across 
to  Hadhramaut,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  the  frankincense,  paying  the 
Arab  tribes  for  the  privilege,  the  latter  never  attempting  to  collect  it  them- 
selves. The  Somalies  never  settle  there,  selling  the  gum  at  Moculla  and 
Sheher,  until  they  have  amassed  a  competence.  The  Arab  '  luban '  is 
considered  inferior  to  the  African,  which  is  termed  '  asti '  by  the  Arabs  ; 
probably  the  tree  was  imported  into  Arabia  with  the  Myrrh-tree 
in  very  remote  times.  Tiie  mayeti  is  exported  chiefly  to  Jiddah  and 
the  Yemen  ports ;  the  bedwi  goes  to  Bombay  for  exportation  into 
Europe.  The  season  for  gathering  the  gum  lasts  for  four  months — 
from  May  to  September;  the  trees  may  be  gashed  any  number  of 
times  witliout  injury  ;  but,  unless  rain  falls  soon  after,  the  tree  wifiicrs 
and  dies.  The  gum  is  gathered  fifteen  days  after  the  tree  is  cut,  and  it 
then  ceases  to  exude,  and  the  I^ark,  which  heals  rapidly,  is  again  gashed. 
The  trees  though  "rowing  wild  are  carefully  watched  bv  the  Somfd,  and  in 
some  cases  I  am  told  they  plant  and  propagate  saplings  in  their  fields; 
but  this  laudable  custom  by  which  their  wealth  might  be  decupled  is  too 

laborious  to  be  universally  followed. Mr.  D.  Hanbury  observed  tiuit, 

as  stated  by  Captain  Miles,  in  ancient  times  frankincense  was  held  to 
come  from  Arabia  and  from  the  adjacent  coast  of  Africa  ;  but  with 
what  almost  seemed  to  be  an  unaccountable  confusion,  but  which  existed 
in  all  the  books  that  had  appeared  on  the  subject  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  last  century,  and  in  the  whole  of  the  present  up  till  within  the 
last  few  years,  they  were  taught  to  believe  that  frankincense  was  a  pro- 
duct of  India.  It  was  very  desirable  to  have  information  on  that  highly 
interesting  subject.  As  to  the  dilferent  species  of  Guai-trees,  their  infor- 
mation was  very  poor ;  and  with  respect  to  myrrh,  it  was  even  mon;  so. 
Much  had  been  written  as  to  Ginnamon,  early  authors  hohling  that  it  was 
a  product  of  Africa  and  .\ral)ia.  It  was  a  very  nice  question,  which  re- 
quired elucidation,  wiu'tiier  the  Cinnamon  mentioned  in  Holy  Writ  was 
the  product  of  Africa  and  Arabia,  or  whether  it  was  merely  carried  thither 
from  India,  or  from  the  still  remoter  regions  of  Siam  and  China  by  w.iy 
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of  commerce,  and  wlietlier  in  that  way  the  idea  was  promulgated  that  it 
was  produced  in  the  land  and  districts  from  which  it  was  shipped,  by  way 
of  the  Red  Sea  to  Europe.  In  answer  to  a  question  Mr.  Hanbury  further 
mentioned  that  the  common  name  in  India  of  Cinnamon — '  Dar-Chini ' — 
seemed  to  indicate  that  it  was  originally  obtained  from  China  (Cassia), 
and  not  from  Ceylon.  Cinnamon  and  Cassia  were  anciently  hardly  dis- 
tinguished.    Cinnamon  was  indigenous  to   Ceylon,  but  the  form  which 

yiekled  the  bark  was  a  cultivated  one. Captain  Elton,  "The  Limpopo 

Expedition."  In  the  discussion  it  was  stated  that  some  interesting  in- 
ferences as  to  the  former  physical  features  of  this  country  had  been  de- 
duced by  Mr.  Chapman  from  the  mode  of  growth  of  the  Baobab.  It 
occurs  in  groves  on  little  elevations  in  wide  plains,  which  were  once  possi- 
bly lakes.  The  trees  of  each  group  are  of  about  the  same  age,  the  oldest 
being  highest  up  the  country.  It  is  possible  that  the  seeds  of  the  Baobab 
only  germinate  just  a  little  above  the  level  of  the  water.  As  the  country 
became  drained,  each  elevation,  on  its  emergence,  would  be  stocked  with 
the  Baobab  by  fruits  floating  down  from  the  older  and  higher  groves. 

Mr.  Chapman  measured  one  tree,  1.55  feet  in  circumference. Dr.  J.  D. 

Hooker,  C.B.,  F.R.S.,  "  The  Ascent  of  the  Atlas  Range."  The  account 
given  in  this  paper  was  in  substance  the  same  as  that  already  published 
in  Dr.  Hooker's  letters  to  the  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle '  [see  numbers  for 

May  27,  June  10,  June  17]. Dr.  Cleghorn  said  that,  like  everything 

else  done  by  Dr.  Joseph  Hooker,  this  investigation  had  been  carefully  and 
thoroughly  carried  out,  and  a  great  desideratum  of  botanical  knowledge 
had  been  obtained.  The  absence  of  Primroses.  Gentians,  and  Anemones 
was  most  remarkable.  The  observation  on  the  exhausted  condition  of  the 
forests  was  also  noteworthy. 


Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — ISfk  JkJij. — Alexander 
Buchan,  M.A.,  President,  in  the  chair. — The  following  communications 
were  read  : — "  Has  Colour  in  Flowei's  a  Function  ta  Perform  in  the  Fer- 
tilization of  the  Ovule?"  By  Mr.  Neil  Stewart.  [A  notice  of  this 
paper  will  be  found  in  our  report  of  the  British  Association  fp.  31  fi), 
■where  it  was  also  read.]  "  Notes  of  Botanical  Excursions  made  with 
Pupils  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh."  By  Professor  Balfour. 
June  7. — Melrose,  Eildon  Hills,  and  Rhymer's  Glen.  Among  the  plants 
collected  were  Cryptogramme  crispa,  Valeriana  dioica,  and  Cametina 
foetida.  June  24. — Cupar  and  Leuchars.  Teesdcdia  nudicaiilis,  Cerastizim 
arvense,  Malva  moscliata,  Uelosciadinm  intmdatiim,  Scropludaria  vernalis, 
Trientalis  europrea,  Littorella  lacustris,  Listera  cordata,  Rhinanthvs  major, 
etc.  July  8. — Bridge  of  Allan  and  Stirling  Castle  Rock.  Calaminllia 
Glinopodimn,  Paris  quadrifolia,  Neoltia  Nidus-avis,  Egnisetum  umbrosum, 
Brassica  campestris,  Scd/tm  album,  Laclnca  vii-osa,  Silyhnm  ntarianum, 
Atropa  Belladonna,  Verbascum  LycJniitis,  Aquileyia  vulyaris,  etc. — Dr. 
John  Low'e  sent  a  note,  with  sketch,  of  the  station  for  Ca^'ex  ineurva,  near 
Prestonpans,  Avhere  he  collected  it  in  large  quantity  in  1854. — Mr. 
Archibald  Jerdon  sent  specimens  oi  Eujihorbia  c/?</cw,  L.,  which  he  had 
collected  recently  near  Jedburgh.  Professor  Balfour  stated  that  this 
plant,  which  was  the  Euphorbia  pnrpurata  of  Thuillier,  was  collected  by 
the  late  Dr.  Graham  among  trees  in  an  old  neglected  garden  on  the  sifle 
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of  the  Ochils,  near  Tullibody,  and  by  Cruickslianks  near  Dumfries. — Mr. 
J.  F.  Duthie  sent  living  plants  of  Volyyula  anstriaca  from  Wye  Downs,  in 
Kent. — J\Ii'.  George  Gonlon  presented  a  specimen  of  Cocoa-nut  in  which 
the  three  carpels  forming  the  fruit  are  separate. — Senhor  J.  Correa  de 
Mello  San  Paulo,  Brazil,  sent  tubers  of  Aisterodir/ma  Drucontium  {Arum 
Dracontium,  Velloso,  Fl.  Flum.  ix.  t.  103).  He  states  that  it  prefers  to 
grow  ill  virgin  forests  under  the  shade  of  large  trees,  in  a  soil  formed  of 
disintegrated  granite  covered  with  humus.  The  plant  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Jararaca,  its  petiole  and  scale  being  spotted  like  those  of  Trigo- 
nocephalus  Jarararaca.  which  is  called  by  the  same  name.  He  sent  two 
varieties,  viz.  (1)  Porphyrosticta,  with  the  spots  on  the  petiole,  scape  and 
spathe  of  a  purple  more  or  less  vivid.  (2.)  Chlorosticla,  with  spots  of  a 
dull  gTeen  hue. — Mr.  J.  Price  presented  specimens  of  a  polypetalous  form 
0^ Erica  Tetralix,  which  he  had  collected  near  Ben  Rhydding,  in  Yorkshire, 
—  Mr.  Wm.  Evans  exhibited  specimens  of  Cotiila  coronopifolia,  which  he 
collected  near  Aberdour,  Fife. 


Mr.  Robert  Cross,  who  has  been  collecting  seeds  and  plants  for  the  Go- 
vernment East  India  plantations,  has  once  more  gone  to  South  America, 
this  time,  on  his  own  account,  to  gather  Chinchona  bark  as  a  commercial 
speculation.  It  would  seem  a  pity  that  the  services  of  so  enterprising 
and  daring  a  traveller  should  be  lost  to  the  East  India  plantations. 
Surely  some  remunerative  situation  could  be  found  for  one  who  has 
gathered,  at  the  peril  of  his  health  and  life,  so  much  information  invalu- 
able to  the  cultivator.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  East  India  Office  lias 
published  Mr.  Cross's  "Report  on  the  Collecting  of  Seeds  and  Plants  of 
the  Chinchonas  of  Pitayo  ;  "(printed  for  H.M.  Stationery  Office,  1871. 
8vo.  52  pp.,  with  three  plates),  from  which  it  appears  that  the  splendid 
Chinchona  forests  of  Pitayo  are  fast  disappearing.  Little  of  this  bark 
goes  to  England,  the  greater  quantity  to  France  and  Germany,  especially 
to  France,  "  whose  agents  have  nearly  demolished  forests  which,  if  pro- 
perly managed,  would  have  paid  off  tiie  national  debt  of  New  Granada." 
Mr.  Cross  is  of  opudon  that  tiie  bark  sold  in  Kngland  as  Pitayo,  "  and 
for  eighteen-pence  a  pound,"  does  not  come  from  the  Pitayo  district,  as 
genuine  Pitayo  fetches  nearly  a  shilling  per  pound  on  the  spot.  The 
three  plates  accompanying  the  report  represent  hieroglyphics,  resembhng 
those  discovered  by  Seemann  in  Veraguas,  and  showing  that  the  district 
was  iidiabited  at  a  very  early  period. 

On  August  2(5th,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four,  died  James  De 
Carle  Sowerby,  the  eldest  son  of  James  Sowerby,  well-known  as  the  artist 
of  the  original  figures  of  '  English  Botany,'  published  in  the  years  from 
1790-1814.  la  his  earlier  years  the  late  ^Ir.  Sowerby  was  a  devoted 
mineralogist,  and  especially  studied  the  chemistry  of  minerals,  the  results 
of  his  investigations  being  published  in  his  father's  '  British  Mineralogy  ' 
and  '  Exotic  Mineralogy.'  He  afterwards  took  up  the  suliject  of  fossil 
conchology,  and  contributed  various  papers  to  the  Royal,  Linnean,  ami 
Geological  Societies  :  from  the  last  he  received  in  1810  the  '"  Wollaston 
Fund  "   in   aid   of  his  studies.     To  the  general  public,  however,  he  was 
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best  known  from  his  connection  witli  the  Koyal  T5otanic  Society.  When 
this  was  founded  in  1889  Mr.  Sowerijy  was  appointed  secretary,  and  lie 
htlil  tlie  otfice  till  within  a  year  or  two  of  his  death.  He  strove  to  render 
the  Gardens  useful  as  well  as  attractive  ;  and  teachers  of  botany  in  the 
medical  schools  of  London  have  good  reason  to  be  grateful  to  him  for  the 
attention  he  paid  to  their  wants,  the  main  supply  of  illusti  ative  specimens 
being  derived  from  the  Eegent's  Park  Gardens.  Mr.  Sowerby  inherited 
his  father's  artistic  skill,  and  it  is  to  his  pencil  that  we  owe  most  of  the 
plates  of  the  '  Supplement  to  English  Botany.'  He  also  wrote  a  few  of 
the  descriptions  in  vols.  i.  aiul  ii.  AVhen  this  was  commenced  in  1829, 
Mr.  Sowerby  was  connected  with  his  brother,  Mr.  C.  E.  Sowerby,  in  the 
proprietorship.  The  death  of  the  latter  in  1813  brought  the  third  volume 
to  a  premature  close,  but  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  J.  W.  Salter, 
Mr.  Sowerby  brought  out  volume  iv.  and  a  fragment  (six  numbers)  of 
vohune  v.,  the  last  part  of  which  appeared  so  recently  as  June,  18.65. 
The  original  drawings  of  all  these  plates,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
the  tifth  volume,  were  in  1862  secured  for  the  Botanical  Department  of  the 
British  Museum,  which  already  possessed  the  drawings  made  for  the 
original  edition  of  '  English  Botany,'  by  James  Sowerby. 

A  great  desideratum  is  shortly  to  be  supplied.  Considerable  progress 
has,  we  hear,  been  made  in  the  printing  of  a  second  edition  of  Pritzel's 
indispensable  'Thesaurus  Literaturfe  Botanicse,'  now  twenty  years  old. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Botanical  Department  of  the  British  Museum, 
caused  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  C'arruthers,  has  been  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  James  Britten,  late  assistant  in  the  Royal  Herbarium, 
Kew. 

We  direct  our  readers'  attention  to  the  '  Herbier  de  la  Flore  Eranoaise,' 
by  MM.  Cusin  and  Aiisberque,  a  magnificent  work,  illustrated  with  folio 
piates  by  a  process  of  nature-printing.  Seven  volumes  are  printed,  and 
it  is  expectecl  that  thirteen  more  will  be  required  to  complete  the  book. 
Mr.  Hardwicke,  192,  Piccadilly,  the  agent  in  this  country,  has  copies  of 
the  published  volumes,  and  wdl  take  subscribers'  names. 

Dr.  Bretschneider,  Physician  to  the  Russian  Legation  at  Pekin,  has 
reprinted  as  a  separate  pamphlet  his  papers  in  the  '  Christian  Recorder  ' 
(a  missionary  journal)  "  On  the  Study  and  Value  of  Chinese  Botanical 
Works."  Though  the  author  modestly  says  that  he  is  neither  a  botanist 
nor  a  sinologue,  his  papers  contain  much  valuable  material  for  a  history 
of  the  officinal  aiul  economic  plants  of  China.  The  pamphlet  is  illustrated 
with  facsimiles  of  eight  rough  but  characteristic  Chinese  woodcuts  from 
the  Chi-wu-ming-shi-tu-kao,  the  most  recent  Chinese  botanical  treatise ;  a 
list  of  sixty-one  books  on  the  subject  is  added. 

The  garden  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  at  Chiswick,  which  it 
was  feared  would  have  to  be  entirely  given  up  on  the  expiration  of  the 
lease,  is  to  be  maintained,  though  in  a  much  contracted  form.  Only 
about  one-third  of  the  grounds  are  retained,  including  all  the  fruit-houses  ; 
the  fine  Arboretum,  including  many  probably  almost  unique  trees,  and 
the  wilderness  have  been  given  up.  Tlie  portion  now  retained  Avill  no 
doubt  be  more  satisfactorily  kept  up,  the  whole  gardeu  being  beyond  the 
Society's  powers  of  support. 

Communications  have  been  received  from: — W.  Canuthers,  J.  Renny, 
Dr.  Braithwaite,  Rev.  E.  B.  Penfold,  S.  Kurz,  W.  Sowerby,  J.  Britten, 
Professor  Thiselton  Dyer,  J.  Bagnall,  Rev.  H.  N.  EUacombe,  Hon.  J.  L. 
Warren,  etc. 
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THE  BOTANICAL  HISTORY  OF  ANGUS. 
By  Mil.  Egbert  Brown. 

{A  Paper  read  before  the  Edbiburgh  Natural  Uintory  Society  on  2Qth  January,  1792.) 

[This  paper,  which  has  never  been  printed,  is  of  considerable  value  in 
itself,  and  will  be  read  with  the  interest  which  always  attaches  to  the 
early  efforts  of  great  meii.  Robert  Brown  was  born  on  December  21st, 
1773,  so  that  he  was  but  a  little  over  eigliteen  when  he  read  this  essay. 
It  is  probable  that  it  was  his  first  contribution  to  botanical  science,  and 
that  it  is  the  paper  alluded  to  in  the  obituary  notice  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Linnean  Society  (unhappily  the  only  life  we  possess  of  tlie 
greatest  of  modern  botanists),  an  addilion  to  Lightfoot's  '  Flora  Scotica,' 
read  in  1791.  The  excursion  in  Angus,  whicli  "did  not  exceed  a  fort- 
night," must  have  been  made  in  that  or  a  previous  year.  At  this  period 
Dr.  Withering's  '  Botanical  Arrangement ' — the  second,  and  perhaps  best, 
edition  of  which  was  completed  in  1787  (except  the  '  Cryptogams,'  which 
appeared  in  1792) — was  altogether  the  foremost  text-book  on  British 
botany ;  and  young  Brown  must  be  considered  fortunate  in  having,  soon 
after  reading  this  paper,  become  a  correspondent  of  the  careful  and 
excellent  author.  In  the  third  edition  (1796)  we  find  the  assistance  of 
"  Mr.  Brown,  surgeon,  Edinburgh,"  acknowledged  in  the  preface  ;  and 
in  the  body  of  the  book  are  a  good  many  Scotch  localities  contributed  by 
hira,  some  being  the  same  as  those  in  this  paper.  We  have  been  careful 
to  print  the  connnunication  just  as  it  exists  in  the  MS.  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Natural  History  Society,  where  it  was  found  by  Mr. 
Cari-uthers  iw  August  last.] 

Mr.  President, — In  the  following  pages  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  a  full 
account  of  the  vegetable  productions  of  the  county  of  Angus  ;  but  what  I 
propose  is  only  to  enumerate  some  of  its  rarest  plants,  which  I  either  met 
with  myself  or  with  regard  to  which  I  received  credible  information. 

Before,  however,  entering  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  improper 
brictly  to  point  out  the  boundaries  of  this  county  and  its  relative  situation 
with  respect  to  other  parts  of  Scotland.  Angusshire,  therefore,  is  bounded 
on  the  south  by  the  Frith  of  Tay,  which  divides  it  from  the  county 
of  Fife ;  on  the  east  by  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  north  it  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  county  of  Mearns  by  the  rivei-  North  Eak,  and  on  the 
west  it  is  bounded  by  part  of  Perthshire  and  of  the  Grampian  Moun- 
tains, many  of  which  it  includes.  To  have  minutely  examined  this 
tract  of  country,  no  less  extensive  than  diversified  in  external  appear- 
ance, would  have  required  a  length  of  time  far  greater  than  what  [ 
had  to  bestow  on  sucli  an  investigation;  and  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  time  I  remained  in  that  country  did  not  exceed  a  fortnight,  it  will 
perhaps  be  thought  presuming  to  attempt  even  a  sketch  of  its  botanical 
history.  Conscious,  therefore,  of  the  numerous  defects  necessarily  arising 
from  this  circumstance,  I  have  not  here  proposed  giving  a  full  catalogue 
of  its  vegetable  productions.  Confining  myself,  as  was  before  remarked, 
to  those  rarer  plants  only,  which  I  can,  cither  from  an  actual  examination 

vol,.  IX.  [novkmber  1,  1S71.]  Y 
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or  nutliority  in  most  cases  unquestionable,  safely  mention  as  natives  of 
Aiiti'us. 

Before,  however,  we  enter  upon  the  investigation  of  the  particular 
objects  here  to  be  treated  of,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that  in 
different  parts  of  this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  country,  even  in  situations 
almost  perfectly  similar,  the  plants  produced  are  by  no  means  the  same ; 
nor  do  we  find  that  those  which  are  connnon  in  one  part  of  tins  kingdom 
are  equally  so  in  another.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  illustrate  this  by  a 
few  examples  relative  to  the  present  case.  Hypc'ricum  pulchruyii  is  far 
from  being  frequent  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  it  grows  in  most  parts  of 
Angus  in  the  greatest  profusion.  Single  specimens  of  the  Fuctis  esculentus 
or  F.  piiuinfifidHS  can  hardly  be  met  with  on  the  seashores  of  this  part  of 
the  kingdom.  Both  tliese  plants,  however,  are  so  plentiful  in  the  county 
alluded  to,  that  the  collecting  and  selling  of  them,  especially  of  the  former, 
afford  even  an  almost  constant  employment  for  a  particular  class  of  the 
poorer  sort  of  people. 

Before  prosecuting  my  subject  I  have  only  further  to  remark,  that 
besides  merely  mentioning  the  plants  as  they  occur,  I  shall,  M^hen  it 
appears  requisite,  make  a  few  observations  on  those  whose  Linnfean 
names  do  not  yet  S(;em  suHiciently  determined  ;  not  that  in  such  cases  I 
can  pretend  altogether  to  clear  up  the  ambiguity,  but  ])rincipally  with  a 
view  to  the  remarks  of  the  ingenious  meml)ers  of  this  Society.  I  shall 
likcAvise  add  a  few  observations  on  such  plants  as  are  inserted  in  the 
'  Flora  Scotica,'  either  from  dubious  authority  or  where  no  particular 
place  of  growth  is  mentioned. 

I  shall  now  proceed,  tliei-efore,  to  the  enumeration  proposed,  taking  the 
plants  as  tliey  stand  in  the  Linmean  system  ;  beginning  with  the  Utricii- 
laria  mhior,  which  grows  plentifully  in  pools  of  stagnant  water  near 
Forfar.  In  other  parts  of  Scotland  this  plant  is  very  rarely  to  be  met 
with ;  the  only  place  mentioned  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica  '  is  some  peat  pits 
near  Kirkinichael  iii  Dumfriesshire. 

Schoenim  Mari.<icns,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica,'  grows 
in  marshy  ground  north-east  from  Forfar.  I'he  spot  in  which  it  grows 
was  formerly  a  small  loch,  which  has  lately  been  drained  for  the  sake  of 
its  marie,  and  since  that  period  the  plant  has  never  been  observed  in 
flower,  but  is  in  a  very  weak  state. 

Scirpiis  sylvnticus  is  likewise  to  be  met  with  in  this  country  in  ground 
which  is  overflowed  in  the  winter  betwixt  Brechin  and  Montrose. 

Eriophoritiii  alphium,  a  plant  hitherto  unknown  as  a  native  of  Britain, 
I  observed  near  the  same  place  with  the  ScJieeaus  Mariscus.  Within  a 
mile  of  tills  p'ace  I  likewise  observed  a  species  of  Ayrostls,  which  appeared 
considerably  ditt'crent  from  any  of  those  commonly  described  as  of  British 
growth.  It  was  then  late  in  the  season,  and  I  did  not  find  more  than  one 
specimen  in  flower.  Afterwards,  on  comparing  it  with  some  grasses 
lately  sent  to  the  Botanic  Garden  here  by  Mr.  Curtis,  I  found  it  exactly 
corresponding  to  his  AyroHth  tcnuifoUa.  As,  before  T  could  do  this,  it 
was  necessarily  nuich  later  in  the  season,  the  plants  were  not  in  flower; 
but  by  the  shape  of  the  leaves  from  which  the  specific  name  tenuifoUa  has 
very  aptly  been  taken,  I  couhl  easily  see  the  plants  were  perfectly  similar. 
But  till  Mr.  (Jurtis's  plants  flower,  nothing  can  be  said  with  certainty  on 
the  subject.  At  present  I  shall  only  add  that,  as  I  am  very  little  .ac- 
quainted with  the  '  Flora  Londiuensis,'  I  am  not  certain  whether  or  not 
j\]r.  Curtis  has  as  yet  published  any  observations  on  this  species. 
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Bromns  secnUniis  grows  in  some  cornfields  several  miles  south  from 
Fort'ar.  In  the  '  Appendix  to  the  Flora  Scotica '  it  was  mentioned  to 
grow  in  similar  situations  behind  the  Botanic  Garden,  but  1  hardly  think 
it  will  be  found  there  now. 

Scnhinsn  CoZ«v>/ifl?7a  was  inserted  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica' on  the  authority 
of  Sibbald,  but  no  place  of  growth  mentioned.  It  has  been  observed 
within  a  mile  of  Arbroath,  in  dry  pastures. 

Oal'uim  erectnm,  of  Hufison,  I  was  informed,  had  been  found  near 
Brechin,  but  the  information  cannot  be  altogether  depended  upon,  as  I 
saw  no  specimens.  I  thought,  however,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Liffhtfoot,  that  this  information  was  worthy  of  notice. 

Lynimnchia  thyrHijiora  grows  in  marshy  ground  beside  the  ScJ/anuiH 
Mariscits,  and  likewise  in  a  similar  situation  betwixt  Montrose  and  Bre- 
chin.  This  plant  was  not  found  by  Mr.  Lightfoot,  nor  has  it,  I  believe, 
been  observed  by  later  travellers  in  North  Britain. 

Erymjium  muritimum ,  or  Sea  Holly,  grows  plentifidly  on  the  sandy 
beach  near  Montrose,  and  in  many  other  like  situations  on  the  coast. 

Liynsticum  scoticicm  was  likewise  observed,  though  very  sparingly,  on 
the  roast  betwixt  Montrose  and  Arbroath. 

Slum  angmiifolmn,  I  observed  in  ditches  about  Forfar.  I  do  not  men- 
tion this  plant  altogether  on  account  of  its  scarcity,  but  because  it  has 
given  rise  to  a  mistake  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica.'  This  species  itself  is  in- 
serted in  that  work,  and  a  description  added  whicli  is  very  characteristic. 
But,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Yalden,  the  8.  latifaUum  is  mentioned  in 
the  appendix  as  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the  only  place  of  growth  assigned 
is  the  King's  Park.  That  the  plant  here  called  S.  lutJfoVmm  is  nothing 
else  than  the  real  S.  an(/nstifoUum.  there  can  be  little  doubt,  for  Mr. 
Yalden,  in  a  catalogue  which  he  has  given  of  the  plants  in  the  King's 
Park,  and  which  is  published  in  the  end  of  Mr.  Lightfoot's  work,  men- 
tions the  -S.  latifolbim,  although  it  is  well  known  that  the  S.  anrjustifolinm 
grows  plentifully  in  that  place,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  no  other 
species  of  this  geinis. 

Clcida  virum  is  very  plentiful  in  the  ditches  about  Forfar,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  ;  but,  although  it  is  thus  frequent,  I  never  yet  heard 
of  its  having  been  the  cause  of  any  fatal  accident,  although  one  of  the  most 
virulent  poisons  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  In  other  parts  of  Britain  it 
is  providentially  very  scarce. 

Linum  Rodioliim  I  likewise  observed  in  wet  ground  in  several  parts  of 
the  country. 

Drosera  rotund'tfoVia  is  a  plant  not  imfi'equently  to  be  met  with  on 
marshy  ground.  According  to  Mr.  Lightfoot,  the  longifolia  is  equally 
common  in  Scotland,  but  this  is  far  from  being  really  the  case.  It  has 
of  late  been  asserted  that  the  leaves  of  the  Drosera  have  the  power,  when 
a  small  body  is  applied  to  their  upper  surface,  of  contracting  and  enclosing 
the  substance  so  applied,  by  this  means  in  many  cases  proving  a  tra])  to 
those  insects  wiiich  ha]ipen  to  light  upon  them.  The  examination  of  this 
curious  fact  is  certainly  well  worth  the  attention  of  the  naturalist.  In 
the  second  edition  of  Withering's  '  Botanical  Arrangement,'  it  is  allegrd 
that  this  phenomenon  was  observeil  innnediately  to  follow  the  a])plication 
of  the  substance.  But  it  appears  ironi  works  of  a  late  German  author 
that  several  hours  generally  elapsed  before  the  leaf  was  com|)letely  folded 
toii-etlier.     The  same  author  observes  that  when  an  insect  is  placed  ujjou  a 

Y    2 


324  THE    BOTANICAL    HISTORY    OF    ANGUS. 

leaf  it  natuviilly  nideavours  to  escape,  but  is  prevented  l)y  tlie  viscid  juice 
which  is  secreted  by  the  long  hairs  on  its  upper  surface.  In  a  short 
time  these  hairs  begin  to  be  bent  inwards,  and  gradually  clasp  the  insect, 
which  about  this  time  is  found  dead,  not  so  mucli  in  all  probability  from 
the  pressiu-e  of  the  hairs,  which  cannot  be  great,  but  rather  from  the 
nature  of  the  fluid  which  they  exude.  After  the  hairs  have  thus  enclosed 
the  animal  the  leaf  itself  begins  to  contract,  and  by  very  slow  degrees  at 
last  covers  its  prey.  Although  I  by  no  means  prcteud  to  deny  the  fact 
alleged  by  Dr.  Withering,  which  was  related  from  the  actual  experiment, 
yet  I  am  rather  inclined  to  give  more  credit  to  the  German  author's 
experiments.  In  a  kw  trials  which  I  made  myself  no  contraction  fol- 
lowed after  a  very  considerable  time,  nor  did  I  at  all  observe  it.  But  it 
must  be  owned  that  as  these  were  made  with  a  piu  instead  of  an  insect,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  contradict  the  fact,  but  rather  to  blame  the  mode  in 
which  the  trials  w^ere  made.  For  it  is  well  known  to  every  one  who  has 
seen  this  plant  in  the  growing  state  that  many  of  its  leaves  are  generally 
folded,  and  if  these  are  opened  there  is  always  found  some  substance 
enclosed.  If,  therefore,  the  Brosera  is  endowed  with  such  a  power  (and 
there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  it  is),  we  will  have  some  difficulty 
in  accounting  for  it  on  principles  merely  mechanical.  1  now  proceed 
with  my  enumeration. 

JimcHS  arlicnlatns,  vlviparns,  I  observed  growing  plentifully  in  wet 
ground  near  Forfar.  In  one  case  I  saw  the  viviparous  germen  taking 
root,  and  in  several  instances  these  viviparous  plants  flowered  when  one 
half  inch  in  height. 

Arbutus  Uva-ursi  and  Epilobium  alpinum.  Both  grow  on  many  of  the 
Grampian  Mountains. 

D'unithns  (leltoides  I  likewise  observed  in  several  parts  of  Angus,  and  in 
one  found  a  variety  of  it  with  a  stem  not  divided  as  is  generally  the  case, 
but  simple,  and  supporting  only  one  flower.  Is  it  not  probable  that  this  or 
some  other  variety  of  the  same  species  is  the  plant  mentioned  by  Sibbald 
as  oTowiny;  on  a  hill  near  Perth,  and  inserted  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica'  under 
the  name  of  Dianthns  areiiartus  ?  To  satisfy  myself  concerning  this  I 
examined  a  hill  in  the  vicmity  of  Perth  (whether  the  same  as  that  meant 
by  Sibbald  I  am  uncertain),  and  actually  found  the  Dianthas  cleltoides 
and  a  variety  witii  a  white  flower.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the 
Dianthus  aretiarius  should  be  excluded  from  the  '  Flora  Scotica.' 

Silene  amoena,  as  it  has  commonly  been  called  by  the  botanical  Avriters 
of  this  island,  grows  plentifully  along  the  coast.  It  is,  however,  very 
different  from  the  plant  so  named  by  Linnaeus,  as  evidently  appears  from 
comparing  it  with  the  specific  character  and  short  description  which  that 
author  has  given  of  his  plant.  It  seems  upon  the  whole  very  surprising 
that  this  name  should  have  been  applied  to  a  plant  so  totally  difl'erent  in 
respect  of  characteristic  distinctions,  and  almost  impossible  to  assign  any 
reason  foi-  such  a  conduct  which  has  been  almost  universally  adopted  in 
this  country.  It  should,  how^ever,  appear  by  the  '  Hortus  Kewensis ' 
that  this  plant  is  nothing  else  than  the  variety  of  the  Cacuhalus  Behen, 
which  grows  on  the  seacoast,  mentioned  by  the  older  botanical  authors. 
But  that  it  is  more  than  a  variety  seems  to  me  perfectly  evident,  as  I 
have  seen  the  plant  cultivated  without  any  alteration  being  produced.  It 
even  belongs  to  a  different  genus.  But  this  will  serve  to  show  in  a 
manner  how  artificial  and  with  what  impropriety  the  Silene  ami  Cuculjalas 


THE    BOTANICAL    IlISTOKY    OF    AKGUS.  325 

are  separated,  for  in  a  strict  propriety  they  only  constitute  along  with  the 
Lychnis  one  genus.  But  setting  aside  this  last,  it  is  evident  that  the  two 
former  might  easily  be  joined  without  the  least  violence  to  the  Linnsean 
system. 

The  Ciicubalus  viscosm  was  said  to  have  been  found  on  the  coast  near 
Montrose,  but  I  suspect  tlie  Sileiie  nutans  has  been  mistaken  for  it,  as 
is  now  found  to  have  been  the  case  in  England.  The  S.  nutans  has,  I 
believe,  never  been  found  in  Scotland,  at  least  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
'  Flora  Scotica.' 

A  species  of  Arenaria  was  observed  on  the  Castlehill  of  Forfar,  by  Mr. 
Lightfoot,  and  by  him  thought  to  be  the  A.  lariclfolla  of  Linnaeus.  But 
from  the  figures  referred  to  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica,'  it  seems  quite  a  differ- 
ent plant ;  but  whatever  it  might  have  l)een,  it  is  periiaps  now  lost  to  Scot- 
land, as  the  greater  part  of  the  place  on  which  it  was  said  to  grow  has  of 
late  been  cultivated,  and  the  little  that  remains  in  its  natural  state  I  ex- 
amined carefully,  but  without  finding  this  or  any  such  plant. 

Sedum  Telephiam  has  been  observed  in  some  cornfields  in  the  northern 
parts  of  this  county. 

Sedum  angUcum,  of  Hudson,  I  observed  on  rocks  near  Dundee.  It 
may  not  here  be  improper  to  remark,  that  there  is  at  least  some  room  to 
suppose  this  plant  the  S.  annuum  of  Linnaeus,  as  both  authors  refer  to 
the  same  figure,  viz.  that  given  by  Dilleniiis  in  Eay's  '  Synopsis.'  I 
should  have  been  more  confident  in  my  assertion  had  1  not  observed  that 
botli  plants  are  mentioned  as  growing  in  Kew  Gardens.  But  1  am  even 
still  incUned  to  think  that  some  mistake  has  crept  into  the  work  in  which 
this  is  to  be  seen,  or  if  the  phints  are  really  distinct,  it  is  evident  that  the 
synonyma  have  been  misapplied. 

Spergula  saginoides  grows  in  sandy  ground  near  Forfar.  This  plant 
was  called  S.  laricina,  by  Hudson  and  Lightfoot,  and  observed  by  the 
latter  in  the  isle  of  Bute.  It  agrees  perfectly  well  with  the  specific  cha- 
racter either  of  the  one  or  other  of  these  plants. 

Spirrea  Filipendula  grows  on  rocky  ground  near  Dundee. 

Tnrritis  Jursula  is  likcways  to  be  f'oinul  oi\  several  of  the  lower  hills  of 
Angusshire.  I  was  likcways  informed,  from  good  authm'ity,  that  the 
T.  glabra  had  been  found  a  few  miles  west  from  Montrose.  This  plant 
has  never  yet  been  found  in  Scotland,  and  is  even  very  rare  in  England. 

The  variety  of  Erodbun  c'tcutariinn,  with  a  white  fiower,  grows  not  un^ 
common  on  the  seacoast.  Perhaps  it  may  be  more  than  a  variety,  at  least 
if  it  is  only  so,  the  differences  are  permanent  and  unalterable  i)y  cultiva- 
tion. Although  most  authors  have  supposed  these  to  arise  froin  the  iu- 
fiuence  of  the  sea.  But  as  L  have  observed  them  unchangeable  by  cul- 
ture I  cannot  accede  to  this  opinion.  Besides,  I  have  freepiently  had 
occasion  to  see  plants  of  this  and  of  the  common  E.  cicidariuin  growing 
side  by  side  ;  and  we  may  add  to  this,  that  the  former  is  known  to  grow 
in  the  King's  Park,  a  ])lnce  which  we  may  sufely  suppose  to  be  altogether 
removed  from  the  inlluenee  of  tin;  sea,  and  it  may  likewise  be  observed 
that  in  the  place  now  meiitionetl  the  /v.  cicutnriuni.  does  not  grow.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  plant  has  certainly  equal  pretensions  to  a  separate  specific 
character  from  the  E.  cicutarium,  as  the  E.  pimpindlifolium  of  Mr. 
Curtis  and  others. 

Orobus  sylvalicHs  has  been  observed  in  some  shady  woods  near  Airly 
Castle. 
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Astragalus  tjli/cyphylliis  I  observed  on  the  coast  betwixt  Montrose 
and  Arbroath.  A  species  of  this  genus  which  Hudson,  and  after  him 
Mr.  Liglilfoot,  have  taken  for  the  A.  artnarias,  of  Linna3us,  grows  plenti- 
fully along  the  wliole  coast.  It  is  now  found  to  be  widely  diflerent  from  that 
plant,  but  what  its  proper  name  should  be  seems  not  yet  fully  determined, 
lletzius,  in  his  '  Observationes  Botanicae,'  remarks  that  it  is  very  nearly 
allied  to  the  Astragalus  damcns,  but  yet  seems  dilferent.  In  the  second 
edition  of  '  Withering's  Botanical  Arrangement,'  this  name  is  given  it, 
but  with  some  impropriety,  as  Retzius's  plant  is  annual,  while  the  plant 
found  in  this  country  is  perennial.  In  the  '  Hortus  Kewensis'  it  has  been 
called  Astragalus  hjpoglottls,  but  it  does  by  no  means  altogether  corre- 
spond with  the  specific  character  which  Linngeus  has  given  to  that  species. 
Considering  this  diversity  of  opinion,  I  should  be  led  to  imagine  that 
this  plant  is  as  yet  undescribed,  or  if  at  all  described,  it  is  certainly  but 
ill  characterized,  or  distinguished  from  those  to  which  it  is  most  nearly 
allied.  For  it  is  certain  that  it  very  well  expresses  the  specific  characters 
of  several  species  of  Astragalus. 

TrifoUuin  medium  grows  by  the  sides  of  hedges  in  several  parts  of  Angus. 
Concerning  this  plant  likeways  there  has  been  a  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion.  In  the  first  edition  of  the  '  Flora  Anglica'  it  is  called  the  Trifo- 
liam  medium,  the  name  which  it  should  still  retain.  In  the  second  edition 
of  the  same  work,  and  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica'  it  has,  however,  been  named 
Trifolium.  alpestre.  Jacquin,  in  his  '  Flora  Austriaca,'  has  made  it  a  new 
species,  giving  it  the  name  of  Trifolium,  Jlexuosam,  which  is  adopted  in  the 
second  edition  of  '  Withering's  Botanical  Arrangement.'  But  in  a  paper 
wrote  by  Af'zelius,  and  published  in  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Linnean 
Society,"  it  is  proved  that  the  plant  in  question  is  nothing  else  than  the 
Trifolium  medium  of  Linnaeus. 

Hyuseris  miuiiiia  grows  in  several  cornfields  about  Forfar.  It  was  in- 
serted in  the  '  Flora  Scotica'  on  Sibbald's  authority,  but  no  place  of  growth 
mentioned. 

I  observed  likeways  a  variety  of  the  Carduus  Marianus,  with  leaves 
altogether  green,  about  a  mUe  from  Dundee. 

Solidago  cambrica  was  observed  in  the  western  parts  of  Angus.  Ac- 
cording to  Lightfoot,  it  is  only  a  variety  of  Virga-aurea,  produced  by  the 
particular  soil  in  which  it  grows.  But  since  that  period  cultivation  has 
ascertained  them  specifically  distinct. 

Doronicum  Fardalianclits  grows  in  shady  ground  several  miles  west 
from  Montrose.  This  plant  has  never  yet  been  found  in  England,  but 
was  observed  in  Scotland  by  Mr.  Lightfoot  in  some  parts  of  Annandale; 
as  he  always  found  it  near  buildings,  however,  he  concludes  that  it  has 
probably  escaped  from  gardens.  But  in  the  place  which  1  now  mention 
this  could  not  possibly  have  happened ;  and  I  likeways  met  with  it  in 
Perthshire,  in  a  situation  which  confirms  me  in  this  opinion  ;  and  besides, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  is  a  plant  very  rarely,  if  ever,  to  be  found  in 
gardens,  at  least  in  this  age.  I  would,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  suppose 
this  plant  to  be  an  original  native  of  this  country ;  though  it  may  be 
found  in  situations  which  may  lead  to  the  opinion  of  its  having  escaped 
from  gardens. 

Anthemis  tinctoria  was  a  few  years  ago  observed  in  some  cornfields 
about  Forfar,  but  cannot  now  be  found.  It  is  not  at  all  mentioned  by 
Lightfoot,  and  is  very  scarce  in  England,  nor  is  it  in  all  probabUity  an 
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original   native  of  this  country,    but   lias   perhaps   been    imported    with 
grain. 

Sparyanlmn  natans  o;ro\vs  in  pools  of  stagnant  water  a  mile  cast  from 
Forfar.  According  to  Hudson,  it  is  a  variety  of  his  Sparc/a nium  siwplex, 
but  tliere  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  are  perfectly  distinct  species. 

Garex  Umosa  likeways  grows  near  the  same  place.  It  is  said  in  the 
'Flora  Scotica '  to  grow  near  Crief;  but  the  figure  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Lightfoot  evidently  represents  the  Curex  jmnicea,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
served in  the  '  Botanical  Arrangement.' 

Salix  areuaria,  of  Lightfoot,  I  observed  plentifully  in  loose  sandy 
ground  near  Montrose.  It  is,  liowever,  perfectly  distinct  from  the  plant 
so  called  i\y  Linnaeus,  as  appears  from  comparing  it  with  that  autlior's 
description.  The  S.  arena?-ia,  of  Linnaeus,  is  about  the  height  of  a  man, 
but  this  plant  is  only  about  10  inches  in  length  and  lies  close  to  the 
ground.  As  we  know  tlie  vast  changes  produced  by  a  diversity  of  soil  on 
this  genus  of  plants,  which  have  never  yet  been  systematically  arranged, 
I  am  not  altogether  certain  whether  this  plant  may  not  be  a  variety  of  tiie 
S.  repeals,  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  tliem  specifically  distinct. 

I  was  informed  that  the  Equisetum  hyemaU  grows  in  the  western  part 
of  Angus.  It  is  inserted  in  the  '  Flora  Scotica,'  but  no  place  of  growth 
mentioned. 

Pilularia  glohidifera  I  observed  in  ground  that  is  overflowed  in  the 
winter,  near  Belmont.  It  is  likeways  inserted  by  Mr.  Lightfoot ;  but 
neither  authority  given  nor  place  of  growth  mentioned. 

With  these  remarks  1  beg  leave  to  conclude  my  paper,  which,  it  must  be 
owned,  in  very  few  parts  admits  of  discussion ;  on  this  account  I  should 
certainly  not  have  presumed  to  lay  it  before  the  Society,  liad  I  not  tliouglit 
that  the  narration  of  facts  of  such  especially  as  tend  to  illustrate  in  any 
degree  the  natural  history  of  tlie  country  which  we  inhabit,  was  perfectly 
consonant  with  the  views  of  this  institution. 

[The  "  authority,"  several  times  mentioned  in  the  above  essay,  is  doubt- 
less George  Don  the  elder.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  Kobert  Brown's 
companion  in  some  of  his  excursions.  In  Headrick's  '  General  View  of  the 
Agriculture  of  Angus  '  (1813),  Don  published  an  "  account  of  the  native 
plants  "  of  the  country  ;  Galium  erecliim  and  Tiirrilis  glabra  (see  above) 
are  both  included  in  this  list,  and  lie  there  (p.  20)  claims  the  discovery  of 
Eriophuruni  alpinnw,  in  1791,  for  himself,  adding  that  it  was  "  the  first 
and  only  time  it  has  been  foiaul  in  Great  Britain;  lie  also  mentions  that 
Schoenus  Markcuti  formerly  grew  there,  but  does  not  mention  Li/simachia 
ihyrs'ijlora,  which  Brown  collected  with  the  others.  This  may  perhaps  in- 
dicate that  the  two  botanists  inde|)endeMtly  found  species  in  the  same 
year.  In  the  British  Museum  herbarium,  however,  are  specimens  of  the 
Er'mphormn  with  a  ticket  in  Brown's  hand,  running  thus,  "  Shell  Marie 
Moss  of  Bestenet,  a  mile  east  of  l*'orlar,  July,  1  793  ....  II.  Brown  in  com- 
pany with  George  Don."  This  does  not  tally  with  Don's  remark  about 
"  the  first  and  only  time ;"  and  it  is  possible  that  the  species  was  really 
collected  by  Brown  and  Don  in  company,  in  1791,  the  date  "  1793  "  on 
Brown's  ticket  being  an  accident,  due  perlia|)s  to  having  been  written 
long  after  the  date,  as  the  writing  teems  to  imlicate. —  II.  T.] 
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PUNGI   PARASITIC   ON    VACCINIUM  VITIS-IB.EA. 
By  W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer,  B.A.,  B.Sc. 

Certain  gall-like  bodies  occurring  on  Rhudodendron  ferrugineum,  as  to 
the  oiigin  of  which  opinions  are  somewhat  divided,  have  recently  been 
the  subject  of  some  discussion  in  the  pages  of  the  'Gardener's  Chronicle.' 
In  the  number  for  August  5,  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Berkeley  remarks  in  reference 
to  them,  "  Mr.  Broome  has  recently  sent  from  Perthshire  a  thinner  but 
similar  substance  on  Vaccininm  Fitis-Idma  covered  with  a  similar  bloom. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  this  is  an  insect  product." 

About  the  middle  of  the  same  month  I  met  with  plants  of  Vaccinium 
Vilis-IdcEa,  affected  in  the  way  described  near  the  Trossachs,  and  therefore 
in  the  same  county  in  which  Mr.  Broome  also  met  with  it.  I  submitted 
a  specimen  to  ]\Ir.  Berkeley,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  the  result  of 
"  some  species  of  Ascomyces,  probably  the  same  which  accompanies  or 
causes  the  gall-]  ike  bodies  on  Rhododendron  fei-rugineum."  These  he  had 
already  attributed  (Gard.  Chron.,  July  22,  p.  944)  to  an  Ascomyces,  simi- 
lar to  that  (^A.  deformans,  Berk.)  which  pi'odiices  blister  in  Peach-trees. 

Happening  to  show  a  Vaccinium  affected  in  this  way  to  Dr.  Ascherson, 
of  Berlin,  he  at  once  identified  it  as  the  effect  of  a  fungus,  Exobasidium 
Vacrinii,  Woronin,  and  informed  me  that  it  was  frequently  met  with  in 
Germany.  In  Rabenhorst's  '  Fungi  Europfei,'  there  are  authentic  speci- 
mens from  Woronin,  gathered  near  St.  Petersburg.  The  fungus  was, 
however,  originally  described  by  Fuckel  in  the  '  Botanische  Zeitung ' 
for  1861,  p.  251,  and  he  figures  (tab.  x.  t.  7)  a  portion  of  the  affected 
Vaccinium,  and  also  the  spores.  He  gave  it  tlie  name  of  Fiisidinm  Vac- 
cina, and  published  specimens  with  that  name  in  his  'Fungi  Ehenani' 
(ii.  221).  I  learn  from  Mr.  Cooke  that  the  same  plant  was  collected  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  by  Dr.  Greville,  and  named  in  MS.  Gylindrosporium 
deformans,  but  not  described.  In  1867,  however, Woronin  published  an  ela- 
borate paper,  illustrated  with  beautiful  plates,  contained  in  the  fourth  volume 
of  the  '  Berichte  iiber  die  Verhandluno'en  der  Naturforschenden  Gesellschaft 
zu  Freiburg  im  Breissgau,'  (pp.  397-416,  t.  v.  vi.  vii.)  in  which 
he  states  (p.  400)  that  while  entirely  agreeing  with  Fuckel  that  the  dis- 
eased state  of  the  Vaccinium  is  produced  by  a  parasitic  fungus,  and  not 
through  the  punctures  of  insects,  he  considers  th.e  fungus  to  be  alto- 
gether different  from  a  true  Fusidium.  He  also  remarks  that  while 
Fuckel  had  met  with  the  fungus  on  both  Vaccinium  Vitis-Idcea  and  V. 
MyrtiUus,  he  has  only  succeeded  in  finding  it  on  the  first  of  these  plants. 
Woronin  represents  in  his  figures  the  fungus  as  attacking,  besides  the 
leaves,  the  twigs  (f.  11,  12,  13),  and  also  the  fiowers  (f.  16,  17,  18).  The 
parts  affected  become  much  hypertrophicd,  of  a  pinkisli-white  colour,  and 
with  a  flocculent-looking  surface.  In  a  microscopic  examination  of  a 
section,  the  intervals  between  the  cells  are  seen  to  be  densely  filled  with  a 
mycelium  from  which  clavate  cells  {basidia)  are  protruded  thi'ough  the  epi- 
dermal layer  of  the  part  of  the  plant  affected.  These  basidia  bear  the  spores 
on  short  stalks.  As  remarked  by  Woronin  (1.  c.  p.  412)  Exobasidium  must 
necessarily  be  included  amongst  the  Hymenornycetes.  "  It  stands  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  Hymenornycetes  (^Basidiomycetes)  as  the  genus  Exo- 
ascus    \_Ascomyces'\    to    the   Biscomycetes   {Ascomycetes).*      Fuckel   only 

*  There  is  an  abstract  of  Woronin's  paper  in  '  Hedwigia,'  1867,  pp.  150,  151. 
t  lumdiion  tuiiie/icens,  Fckl.  1.  c.  p.  871,  Fungi  Rh.  1653,  which  also  occurs  on 
Vaccinium    Vitis-Idma,  may  possibly  belong  to  Calypto-poia  Ga-ppertiana,  Kuhn. 
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fitfiires  the  spores,  and  did  not  observe  the  basidia  from  which  they  pro- 
ceed ;  he  tlieretbre  placed  the  fim^Mis  in  a  Hyphouiycetal  i^euus.  He  lias, 
however,  accepted  Woronin's  observations,  and  substituted  Ei/iohasidium 
ill  his  '  Beitrage  zur  Keniitniss  der  Rheinischen  Pilze,'  p.  26,  for  the  name 
\iuder  which  he  first  described  the  species,  and  places  it  amongst  the 
yLuricnlarhii. 

The  following  are  all  the  at  present  known  localities  for  this  plant ;  it 
probably  only  requires  looking  for  to  be  found  in  many  others.  St. 
Petersburg  (Woronin);  North  Germany,  frecpumt  (Rabenhorst,  Fungi 
Europaei,  sub  n.  1384)  ;  Rhine  Valley  near  Oestrich  and  Black  Forest, 
not  far  from  Friburg  (Woronin)  ;  Scotland,  Perthshire  (Broome)  ;  Balloch- 
buie  Forest,  Braemar  (E.  M.  Parkluirst). 

Another  fungus,  Galyptospora  Gcepperliana,  Kuhn  (' Hedwigia,'  1S69, 
pp.  81,  82),  affects  the  branches  of  Vaccininm  FitU-Idz-ea  in  a  very  curious 
way ;  Rabenhorst  remarks  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Reichenhall 
(Bavaria),  where  it  is  found,  the  Exobas'ulium,  so  frequent  in  North 
Germany,  appears  to  be  absent.  This  has  not  been  met  with  in  Britain, 
but  should  be  looked  for. 

In  the  Tros^achs  I  also  found  a  species  of  Rhi/fkinn,  parasitic  upon  F". 
Vitis-Idma.  This  has  not  apparently  been  described,  but  it  is  in  too  im- 
mature a  state  to  admit  of  determination.  Provisionally  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  R.  Andromeda,  Fr. 


FURTHER    OBSERVATIONS    ON    PROTANDRY    AND 

PROTOGYNY. 

By  Alfred  W.  Bennett,  M.A.,  B.Sc,  FT..S. 

I  have  been  able  to  make  a  few  more  observations  during  the  past 
summer  and  winter,  on  the  relative  period  of  the  maturing  of  the  male 
and  female  reproductive  organs  in  continuation  of  those  alreadv  published 
in  the  'Journal  of  Botany '  for  October,  1870  (Vol.  VIH.  p.  .315),  which 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  record.  The  observations  were  made  this  year, 
in  the  latter  part  of  August  and  early  part  of  September,  and  in  the 
southern  counties  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  and  Surrey.  Not  hiiving  my  pre- 
vious paper  at  hand,  I  noted  down  my  observations  independently,  and 
only  conqjared  them  subsequently.  By  far  the  majority  of  the  species 
observed  f  find  placed  under  the  same  head  as  last  year;  but  the  lines 
separating  the  three  groups  of  Protandrous,  Synacmic,  and  Protogynous 
flowers  (to  adopt  the  nomenclature  then  suggested)  not  being  an  absolute 
one,  a  few  have  passed  over,  as  I  should  have  expected  would  be  the  case, 
from  a  group  to  an  adjoining  one.  Thus  Fotfiitilla  TormentiUn,  Riifius 
fraticosus,  D'uj'i talis  purpurea,  <\\\(\  Euphrasia  oj/iciua/is,  set  down,  in  1870, 
as  synacmic,  I  find  noted,  in  1871,  as  protandrous  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  Ficia  Cracca,  C'irca'a  hdc'tiana,  and  UohvoIdhIiis  si'piuin,  previously 
recorded  as  protandrous,  are  now  thought  to  be  synacmic.  In  two  species 
only  is  there  a  still  wider  divergence  in  ray  observations  than  this — 
Spiraa  Ulmaria  and  Eri/ihrcea  Cenlanriuin.  The  specimens  examined  of 
these  plants  last  year  were  distinctly  protogynous  ;  while  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  on  the  other  hand,  the  anthers  appeared  to  reach  maturity  at  a 
decidedly  earlier  period  than  the  stigmas.      It  would  be  very  interesting 
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to  know  whether  this  discrepancy  has  been  noticed  by  other  observers  in 
tliis  or  in  other  species.  In  E.  Centaiirium  and  its  subspecies  the  stamens 
have  a  very  peculiar  habit  of  not  surrounding  the  pistil,  but,  when  they 
are  discharging  their  pollen,  the  anthers  being  all  collected  together  on 
one  side  of  the  stiguias.  In  Spirtta  Filipendula  the  stamens  themselves 
are  so  arranged  as  to  favour  cross-fertilization.  The  outer  rows  of  sta- 
mens are  matured  first,  and  while  they  are  discharging  their  pollen,  tlie 
inner  immature  stamens  are  folded  up  into  a  kind  of  cap,  completely 
covering  up  the  stigma  and  preventing  the  access  of  pollen. 

The  following  comprises  all  the  additions  I  am  able  to  make  this  year 
to  the  three  lists  : — 


Synaemic. 

Hypericum  pulchrum. 
Galiiim  palustre. 
Hieracium  umbellatum. 
Convolvulus  sepium. 
Veronica  Chamajdrys. 
Prunella  vulgaris. 
Galeopsis  Tetrahit. 


Protogynous. 

Lonicera  Periclymenum. 
Plantasro  maritima. 


Frotandrous. 

Silene  maritima. 
Spiraja  Filipendula. 
Pledera  Helix. 
Centaiu-ea  nigra. 
Serratula  tinctoria. 
iSolidago  Virgaurea. 
Jasione  montana 
Melampyrum  pratense. 
Lysiniachia  nemorum. 

In  many  Compouiac  belonging  to  the  suborder  TuhuUflorere,  the  anthers 
belonging  to  the  perfect  bisexual  flowers  of  the  disk,  while  protandrous  as 
respects  their  own  pistil,  are  developed  at  the  same  time  as  the  stigmas  of 
tiie  female  flowers  of  the  ray. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  may  have  been  noticed  that  in  several 
species  of  Convolvulucerp.  the  stamens  are  normally  of  unequal  lengths,  as 
if  indicating  a  structural  approximation  to  the  didynamous  Orders  LahiatfB 
or  Scroplmlar'mete .  In  Convolvulus  arvensis  the  filaments  appear  to  be 
never  tpiite  equal  in  length.  I  almost  invariably  find  two  longer  than  the 
other  three ;  the  anthers  of  one  of  the  longest  frequently  resting  on  the  fork 
of  the  mature  bifid  stigma  at  the  time  that  it  is  dischargmg  its  pollen.  In 
C.  sepium  the  filaments  are  usually  of  precisely  the  same  length ;  but  in 
C.  tricolor,  L.  (C  minor,  Hort.),  and  PJiarbitis  hispida,  Chois.  (^Convolvulus 
major,  Hort.),  the  inequality; -is  quite  as  strongly  marked.  As  is  likely  to 
occur  in  cultivated  plants,  the  variation  is  in  these  cases  subject  to  greater 
irregularity.  In  the  former  species  I  have  sometimes  noticed  the  diffe- 
rence in  length  to  be  quite  as  great  as  in  most  didynamous  plants;  in 
the  latter  species  there  appear  often  to  be  three  distinct  lengths,  viz.  two 
long,  one  medium,  and  two  short. 


ON   RUBUS  RAMOSUS,  Blox.,   AN  UNDESCRIBED    SPECIES 
OF  THE  NUDICAULIS  GROUP. 

By  T.  R.  Archer  Briggs. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker,  I  have  recently  had  the 
opportunity  of  comparing  many  of  our  Plymouth  Rubi  with  named 
exanq)les  of  foreign  specimens  in  his  herbarium  from  Genevier,  Mercier, 
Wirtgcu,  and  other  Continental  students  of  the  genus.  One  comparison 
that   1  have  made  has  been  between   the  Schlickumi  of  Wirtgen  and  a 
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well-marked  English  Bramble  of  the  RhamniColii  group,  that  some  have 
sup|)ose(l  miglit  prove  identical  with  it,  which  has  been  named  ramnsus 
by  the  Rev.  A.  Bioxam,  one  of  the  greatest  British  authorities  on  Ruin; 
but  which  seems  never  to  have  been  described,  ailliough  common  over 
a  large  tract  of  country  around  Plymonth. 

I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  give  a  description  of  it,  drawn  up  from  a  series 
of  specimens  iu  my  own  herbarium,  collected  in  Devon  and  Cornwall; 
then  say  in  what  respticts  it  differs  frm  ScJUickn.ni.,  as  represented  in 
Mr.  Baker's  herbarium,  as  well  as  from  rhartDiifulins,  VV.  and  N. ;  and 
afterwards  add  a  list  of  the  localities  where  I  have  seen  it  u'rowino;.  The 
following  is  the  description  :  — 

Stem  erect-arcuate,  rooting  at  the  end,  round  or  angular  below,  more 
angular  towards    the    top,    conspicuously    furrowed,    often    purplish    or 
shining  in  exposure,  quite  glabrous,  or  with  very  few  inconspicuous  silky 
hairs,  no  acicidi  or  setae.     Prickles  scattered,  confined  to  the  angles,  from 
a  long  compressed    base,   strong,    sharp,    patent    or    slightly    declining. 
Leaves  5-nate,  or  here  and  there  3-nate  and  lobed.     Leaflets  often  con- 
spicuously convex  above,  not  overlapping  one  another,  shining,  with  a  few 
scattered  silky  hairs,  moderately  pilose  below,  and  sometimes  white-felted 
also,  coarsely  serrate;  terminal  leaflet  with  a  stalk  at  least  one-third  of 
its  length,  ovate  or  obovate,  cuspidate,  sometimes  slightly  cordate  at  the 
base ;   intermediate   leaflets  conspicuously    stalked,   obovate   with  narrow 
base,  shortly   cuspidate ;    basal  very  shortly  stalked,  narrowly  ovate  or 
obovate,  with  very  short  point ;    in  the  case  of  a  3-nate  leaf  the  side 
leaflets  are  much  lobed  and  dilated  on  the  outer  side;  midribs  with  a  few 
small  hooked  prickles;  petioles  with  slight  pubescence;  stipules  linear 
with  silky  hairs.     Flowering  shoot  angular  or  furrowed,  long,  with  short, 
not  dense,  silky  hairs.     Prickles  few,  short,  hooked,  tiiose  on  the  lower 
part  of  tl'.e  shoot  very    small.      Leaves  mostly  3-nate;   terminal  leaflet 
obovate,  shortly  cuspidate,  sometimes  slightly  cordate  at  the  base;  other 
leaflets  ovate,  with  the  outer  sides  much  dilated  and  often  conspicuously 
dentate  or  lobed,  all  irregularly  serrate,  especially  towards  the    points, 
slightly  pilose  above,  more  so  below,  the  upper  ones  of  the  panicle  often 
white-felted  also  ;  veins  prominent.     Panicle  sometimes  compound,  leafy 
below,  of  moderate  length,  top  rounded,  often  flexuose  or  with   waved 
rachis  below,  branches  long  with  from  5    to  3   flowers  near  the   top  of 
each,  two  or  three  lower  branches  axillary  sparingly  pilose,  the  l)ranches 
covered  with  ash- coloured  felt.     Prickles  scattered,  declining,  sharp,  very 
few  near  the  top  of  the  panicle  and  on  the  branches.     Stpals  ovate,  witli 
short  linear  points,  rather  sparingly  pilose  on  the  outside,  white-  or  ashy- 
felted  both  within  and  without,   rellcxed.     Petals  broad,  ovate,  white  or 
veiy  light  pink,  nearly  entire,  souictimcs  notched  at  the  end,  claw  very 
short.     Filaments  white.     Styles  dull  brownish-pink.      Fruit  poor,  irre- 
gularly formed,  some  of  the  diupes  generally  proving  abortive. 

From  Schlicknmi  this  plant  differs  by  being  less  hairy  generally,  mt)re 
especially  on  the  flowering  shoots,  by  having  no  aciculi  or  set;e,  which  are 
apparent  both  on  the  barren  stem  and  panicle  of  the  other,  by  having 
coarser  and  less  regular  serratures  to  its  leaves,  and  by  their  points  being 
cuspidate  rather  than  acumiiuite.  Its  panicle  is  more  corymbose  at  the 
top,  its  sepals  broader,  and  without  glands.  Scldickitmi  lias  the  sepals 
remarkably  narrower,  and  scattered  glands  appear  at  the  back.  The 
dissimilarity  of  the  two  plants  iu  general  appearance  is  greater  than  the 
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above-nnmed  points  of  difference  would  seem  to  imply,  and  I  am  not 
disposed  to  consider  them  the  same  thinsa: ;  still  I  may  be  wronjr  iu  this 
opinion,  as  the  specimens  before  me  of  Schlickumi  are  weaif  and  poor,  and 
so  the  comparison  has  not  been  altogether  a  satisfactory  one. 

From  R.  7-Jiamuifolius,  W.  and  N.,  it  differs  in  having  the  barren  stem 
less  angular,  leaves  often  convex  above,  with  more  glossy  surface,  both 
stem  and  panicle  less  prickly,  especially  the  branches  of  the  latter,  some 
of  these  being  without  a  single  prickle  throughout  their  whole  length  ; 
also  in  having  the  panicle  considerably  more  lax  with  the  flowers  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  rachis,  especially  near  the  top.  The  narrower 
base  of  the  terminal  leaflet  of  the  leaves  of  the  barren  stem  affords  an 
additional  mark  for  distinguishing  it  from  the  very  brond  cordate-leaved 
form  of  R.  rliamnifolius,  the  R.  cordifalms  of  W.  and  N. 

I  have  never  seen  specimens,  either  fresh  or  dried,  of  R.  imbricatus, 
llort.,  so  have  no  means  of  comparing  it  and  R.  i-amosus,  but  judging 
from  Professor  Babington's  description  of  it  in  '  British  Riihi'  it  must  be 
very  near  the  latter,  although  with  the  leaves  imbricate,  and  those  of  the 
barren  stem  "  opaque  and  pilose  "  above,  it  must  differ  somewhat  from 
it.  R.  7-amo.sns  generally  grows  either  in  o[)en  or  partially  shaded  spots  in 
woods,  as  well  as  in  thickets  on  their  borders,  and  is  much  more  of  a 
woodland  plant  than  is  R.  rkamni/olius. 

In  the  tract  of  country  w^atered  by  the  Plym  I  have  seen  it  between 
Stadiscombe  and  Plymstock ;  at  Derraford,  Leigham,  in  the  woods  of  the 
Plvm  vallev,  and  other  places  in  the  parish  of  Egg  Buckland  ;  in  a  lane 
between  Elfordleigh  and  Newnham  Park  ;   near  Bickleigh,  etc. 

In  that  drained  by  the  Tavy  : — between  Knackersknowle  and  Tamerton 
Foliott  ;  at  Warlcigh ;  Blaxton  ;  near  Marislowe ;  Denhain  Bridge; 
between  Horrabridge  and  Tavistock,  etc. 

In  that  watered  by  the  Yeahn  and  Erme :  — at  Brixton  Tor  ;  Ivy- 
bridge,  and  in  a  moist  bushy  flat  below  Pen  Beacon,  on  the  southern 
border  of  Dartmoor.  I  have  also  seen  it  in  a  wood  by  the  Tamar,  close 
to  Newbridge,  on  the  Devon  side  of  that  river.  In  Cornwrdl  I  have  met 
with  it  between  Pillaton  Village  and  Clapper  Bridge,  on  the  Lynher;  as 
well  as  near  Antony,  on  the  road  to  Sheviocke  ;  also  in  this  county,  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  Plymouth,  between  Looe  and  Morval ;  between 
the  former  place  and  Menheniot;  and  near  Probus,  only  a  few  miles  from 
Truro. 
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Ambrosia  Peruviana,  Willd.—  Vroi.  Dyer's  note  (Joiu-n.  Bot.  IX, 
53)  on  this  plant  reminds  me  that  I  have  had  for  some  time  in  my  her- 
barium a  specimen  of  Ambrosia  maritima,  L.,  a  native  of  South  Europe 
and  Asia  Minor,  which  was  found  growing  in  abundance  in  1865  in  a 
cornfield  at  Ham,  near  Richmond,  Surrey.  I  have  placed  the  specimen 
in  the  British  Museum  herbarium.  Last  year  I  received  A.  irifida,  L.,  a 
North  American  species,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Manchester. — James 
Britten. 


Tiieaspi  at.pestre  in  the  Lake    District. — The  Rev.   Augustiu 
Ley  supplies  my   want   (p.   262)   of  an    unexceptionable  station  for  this 
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species  amongst  the  Lake  hills  proper  by  sendino;  a  specimen  gathered  by 
himself  this  autumn  amongst  the  llelvellyn  precipices  at  an  elevation 
above  sea-level  of  nearly  3000  feet.  He  has  also  met  with  PyroLu  necunda 
above  Thirhnere,  presumal)ly  in  the  same  places  where  it  was  found  many 
years  ago  by  Messrs.  Watson  and  Woods. — J.   G.  Baker. 

"Right-handed  v.  Left-handed.  —  The  question  mooted  by  Mr. 
R.  Tucker  (Journ.  Bot.  IX.  p.  216),  whether  a  given  twining  plant 
should  be  called  dextrorsiim  or  tii,iiisfro?'sum  vol/tdllis,  is,  when  pro|)erly 
looked  at,  one  of  such  extreme  simplicity  that  it  certainly  ought  not  to 
have  greatly  exercised  either  mathematicians  or  botanists.  De  CandoUe, 
whom  Prof.  Clerk  Maxwell  is  stated  to  have  accused  of  leading  astray 
and  perverting  many  unhappy  naturalists  in  1827,  thus  explains  the 
matter  in  that  year  : — "On  determine  la  direction  des  tiges  volubiles  en 
supposant  qu'on  est  soi-merae  place  au  centre  de  la  spirale,  et  que  la  tige 
tourne  autour  de  son  propre  corps  "  (Organ.  Veg.  i.  156);  and  live  years 
later  he  gave  a  similar  explanation  in  his  '  Physiologie  Vegetale"  (ii.  8i0). 
But  the  best  discussion  oi'  the  point  with  which  I  am  acquainted  is  by 
Schleiden,  who  states  the  case  clearly  and  cogently  in  these  words  : — "  I 
will  here  very  briefly  discuss  the  terms  right  and  left-wound  stem,  in 
regard  to  which  much  confusion  prevails.  The  niitural  conteptioii  is  this  : 
the  plant  is  developed  from  below  upward,  consequently  it  ascends;  if, 
now,  we  use  the  expressions  left  and  right  concerning  the  plant,  this  can 
only  have  a  meaning  when  we  place  ourselves  in  its  position ;  but  we 
turn  to  the  left  in  ascending  if  Ave  have  the  axis  of  revolution  to  the  left, 
to  the  rioht  if  we  have  it  to  the  right.  If  we  refer  it  to  the  course  of  the 
sun,  we  can  evidently,  in  regard  to  our  northern  hemisj)here,  only  bring 
the  southern  half  of  each  revolution  turned  toward  the  sun  into  relation 
with  its  course,  and  then  the  right-wound  spiral  wouhl  go  with  the  sun, 
the  left-wound  against  it.  Linnanis  strangely  used  these  terms  in  the 
opposite  way,  evidently  starting  from  an  obscure  conception  ;  and  many 
others  have  followed  him  therein.  Many  have  quite  reversed  the  thinir, 
called  left  right  and  right  left,  till  the  whole  matter  had  become  confused. 
The  reference  to  the  course  of  the  sun  is,  moreover,  a  very  imperfect 
mark.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  left  and  right- wound  cannot  well 
be  understood  in  any  other  way  than  that  which  i  have  given  "  (Princ.  of 
Sc.  Bot.  233).  A  screw  is  called  "right-handed"  in  mechanics  when  a 
line  touching  the  thread  rises  to  the  right  (Golding  Bird  and  Hrooke, 
Elem.  Nat.  Phil.  ed.  5,  p.  102)  ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  movenuMit  of 
rotation  of  such  a  screw  is  to  the  left.  If  a  hollow  screw  of  this  kind — 
say  a  common  corkscrew — be  blackened  inside  and  then  rotated  round  a 
white  stick,  the  marks  it  leaves  will  rise  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  the 
experimenter,  though  the  motion  of  the  screw  itself  is  to  the  left.  In  the 
same  way,  a  person  asceiuling  a  spiral  staircase,  the  axis  of  which  is  on 
his  left-hand,  is  always  turning  to  the  left,  but  he  would  pass  from  tlu> 
left  to  the  right  of  an  observer  stationed  at  the  circumference  of  the  stair- 
case. Again,  if  the  horses  in  a  circus  are  riding  round  with  their  off 
legs  toward  the  centre,  they  are  going  to  the  rii;ht  ;  hut,  whilst  traversing 
the  semicircle  nearest  a  spectator  seated  outside,  they  are  passing  to  his 
left.  Tlie  error  of  those  who  advocnte  ami  follow  the  Linmvan  termino- 
logy is  that,  instead  of  describing  the  actual  direction  taken  by  the  stem, 
they  give  the  apparent  one  as  seen  by  an  observer  standing  without  tlie 
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spiral  ;  thus,  in  fact,  dninir  that  with  which,  as  I  oather  from  Mr.  Tucker's 
note,  Prof.  Maxwell  re])roaches  his  o^jponents,  viz.,  representing  the  re- 
flected image  instead  of  the  object.  It  is  manifestly  contrary  to  reason  to 
employ,  when  speaking  of  the  movements  of  a  living  plant,  a  terminology 
diainelricallv  opposed  to  that  made  use  of  when  alluding  to  those  of  an 
animal.  Link  (Elem.  Phil.  Bot.  ed.  2.  ii.  236),  Choisy  (in  DO.  Prod, 
ix.  321),  A.  de  Jussieu  (('ours.  Elem.  138),  Balfour  (Class  Book  of  Bot. 
649),  Henfrey  (Elem.  Course,  619),  Payen  (Elem.  de  Bot.  20),  and 
Bentley  (Man.  of  Bot.  107),  follow  De  Candolle;  St.  Hilaire  (Morphol. 
Ye'g.  103),  A.  Kichard  (Elem.  de  Bot.  ed.  7.  90),  Duchartre  (Elem.  de 
Bot.  127),  and  Le  Maout  and  Decaisne  (Traite  Gen.  de  Bot.  13),  use 
the  Linnrean  nomenclature.  Prof.  Lindley,  in  his  '  Introduction  to 
Botanv  '  (ed.  4.  ii.  378)  interpreted  the  terms  dexlrormm  and  si>nslrors>im 
in  De  CandoUe's  sense  ;  but  in  the  glossary  appended  to  the  '  Elements 
of  Botanv,'  he  takes  the  other  view  of  their  meaning.  Finally,  in  his 
elaborate  memoir  on  climbing  plants,  published  in  the  ninth  volume  of 
the  '  Journal  of  the  Linnsean  Society,'  Mr.  Darwin,  probably  owing  to 
the  ambiguity  with  which  these  terms  are  svirrounded,  avoids  both,  and 
speaks  of  the  twining  as  'following'  or  '  moving  against '  the  sun. — H. 
F.  Hance. 


The  Marram  or  Mat  Grass,  Pnamma  arenaria,  R.  et  S.,  is  one  of 
the  best  natural  sand-binding  plants  we  have.  It  is  recorded  that  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century,  a  large  district  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Scotland  was  quite  destroyed,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  became  a 
coni|)lete  desert  by  the  advance  of  the  sand  from  the  shore,  owing  to  the 
wanton  destruction  of  the  Marram  that  grew  upon  it.  On  many  parts  of 
the  coast  where  this  grass  aboumls,  the  country  people  make  it  into  mats 
or  twist  it  into  ropes.  On  some  parts  of  the  Welsh  coast  the  peasants 
plait  it  into  mats  which  are  used  in  churches,  or  into  matting  for  covering 
rooms.  Johnson  relates,  in  his  '  Mercurius  Botanicus  '  (1641)  that,  in 
his  time  the  manufacture  of  ropes,  mats  and  sin)ilar  articles  from  the 
Marram  was  the  only  handicraft  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  New  Anglesea. — J.   K.  Jackson. 


Lycopodium  clav.\ti:m. — One  woidd  scarcely  expect  to  find  Lycopo- 
dium  clarotnm  of  much  use  as  an  economic  plant,  but  besides  the  vvtU- 
known  application  of  its  inflammable  spores  for  producing  artificial  light- 
ning, and  its  use  by  the  chemist  for  rolling  pills  in  to  prevent  them 
sticking  together,  the  plant  itself  makes  excellent  doormats,  and  for  this 
purpose  it  is  largely  collected  in  Sweden.  The  mats  are  very  elastic  aiul 
have  this  recommendation,  that  when  dirty  they  can  be  very  easily  washed, 
upon  which  they  recover  their  elasticity  and  dry  readily. — J.  R.  Jackson. 


Pandanus  rTiLis. — The  Mauritian  sugar-bags,  which,  after  being 
emptied  of  their  contents  in  this  country,  are  bought  up,  cleansed  and 
transformed  into  snudl  fish-bags  or  baskets,  are  mostly  made  of  the  leaves 
oi  PinidauuH  ut'dh.  This  species  grows  al)undantly  in  the  Mauritius,  but 
owing  to  the  trees  being  usually  cut  down  every  year  they  asstime  very 
diflVreiit  forms,  frequently  throwing  out  numerous  small  branches.  Con- 
sequent upon  the  cidturc  of  the  Sugar-cane  in  (Queensland,  this  species  of 
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Fandaniis  has  been  recommeiuled  for  introduction  into  some  of  the  nu- 
merous islands  bordering  the  Queensland  coast.  The  manufacture  of  the 
bags  would  open  a  new  branch  of  industry  in  the  colony.  Mr.  Hill,  the 
director  of  the  Brisbane  Botanic  Gardens,  iu  advocating  the  cultivation  of 
the  plant  says,  "  When  an  active  demand  shall  arise  in  Queensland  for 
sugar-bags  we  shall  find  that  they  are  wanting,  as  also  the  material  for 
their  manufacture,  unless  no  time  be  lost  in  rearing  this  valuable  tree." 
Though  the  Mauritian  sugar-bags  are  chiefly  made  from  the  leaves  of  this 
species,  those  of  P.  odoratimmns  are  also  used,  and  it  is  not  at  all  impro- 
bable that  other  species  likewise  lend  their  assistance.  The  leaves  of  P. 
(Irupace/ts  and  of  several  others  are  used  for  thatching  huts,  and  their 
stems  for  posts  and  supports  to  buildings.  Indeed,  in  the  Mascarene 
islands  which,  together  with  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  are 
the  headquarters  of  the  Pandani,  they  are  most  useful  to  the  natives. — 
John  R.  Jackson,  Museum,  Kew. 


WoLFFiA  ARRHIZA. — I  have  visitcd  the  pond  at  Staines,  where  this 
grows,  every  year  since  1866,  and  have  observed  each  year  that  the 
struggle  for  life  appears  to  be  more  and  more  to  the  advantage  of  the 
smallest  inhabitant.  Lemna  minor  seems  to  have  departed,  L.  polyrrhiza 
to  have  great  difhculty  in  holding  its  own,  whilst  little  Wolffia  arrhlza 
has  secured  one  corner  of  the  pond  entirely  to  itself.  I  send  you  a  box- 
ful just  as  when  taken  from  the  water. — E.  C.  White. 


Draba  rupestris,  R.  Br.,  in  Ireland. — Seeing  Dr.  Moore's  notice 
of  the  appearance  of  Draba  rupedris  on  Ben  Bulben,  Sligo,  I  think 
the  following  narrative  may  be  of  interest.  In  August,  18G9,  I  visited 
Ben  Bulben,  and  brought  away  a  number  of  living  plants  of  various 
species.  Amongst  these  was  a  Bhchnum,  gathered  on  the  gentle  slope 
of  the  northern  base  of  the  mountain.  On  reaching  home  I  potted  it, 
and  last  year  I  perceived  a  small  plant  springing  from  the  soil,  which 
I  allowed'  to  grow.  In  the  early  spring  of  this  year  it  commenced  to 
flower,  and  I  found  that  it  was  a  Braba  ;  and,  knowing  that  D.  hi- 
cuiia  was  common  on  the  Sligo  mountains,  I  concluded  that  it  must 
be  that  species.  As  its  growtli  matured  I  found  that  the  pods  were 
not  twisted,  and  that  it  could  not  be  B.  bicann,  but  must  be  D.  rn- 
peslris,  a  plant  hitherto  excluded  from  the  '  Irish  Flora,'  or  recorded 
with  a  doubt  attached  to  it.  The  earth  used  iu  potting  the  Blechnim 
was  fresh  peat  from  Bedfordshire,  mixed  with  white  sand  from  this 
neighbourhood,  neither  of  which  could  have  contained  the  seed  whicli 
had  germinated,  and  which  must  have  been  brought  in  the  soil  attached 
to  the  root  of  the  Fern  from  Ben  Bulben.  I  have  dried  the  plant,  and 
forwarded  it  to  the  Professor  of  Botany,  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  to  be 
placed  in  the  herbarium  of  the  Dublin  University. — W.  M.   Hind. 

Persicaria  biforme,  Fr.—\  tind  that  in  stating  (p.  35)  that  authentic 
specimens  of  this  plant  in  the  Kew  Herbarium  have  ochrea^  without  cilia, 
I  was  in  error.  Another  opportunity,  with  belter  light,  allowed  me  to 
ascertain  that  they  are  in  reality  sparingly  ciliate.  Except  for  the  sake  of 
accuracy,  the  correction  is  of  no  great  importance. — W.  T.  Tuiselton 
Dye  II.  
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Fruit  op  Vinca. — The  following-  passage  from  Blair's  'Botanical 
Essays'  (1720),  pp.  10,  11,  is  a  sort  of  answer  to  Mr.  Grindon's  query 
(p.  14)  : — "  Vinca  pervinca,  or  Clfnnatis  dajjhnoiden.  Dowers  plentifully 
evei-y  year,  but  never  produces  the  pod  or  seed-vessels  in  its  native  soil, 
especially  in  these  colder  climates ;  because  most  of  its  nourishment  is 
spent  in  sending  forth  abundance  of  new  twigs  and  leaves,  by  which  it 
overspreads  the  whole  ground  ;  but  if  it  be  put  into  a  pot,  and  all  its 
stolons  or  shoots  be  taken  off,  but  one  or  two  of  the  strongest,  then  it 
will  produce  the  pod  or  seed-vessel,  which  shall  contain  seed  till  it  ripen, 
according  to  the  observation  of  Dr.  Morison  and  Dr.  Tournetort  "  Eay 
also  notices  the  rarity  of  its  fruiting  (iMethodus  Plant,  p.  '6,  1682).— 
W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 


Bromus  ramosus,  Hnds. — Without  disputing  the  distinctness  of  the 
ordinary  British  form  from  the  possibly  not  indigenous  B.  asper,  L., 
of  Beneken,  it  is  as  well  to  point  out,  by  way  of  warning,  tliat  the  restric- 
tion in  our  English  plant  of  the  number  of  lowest  branches  of  the  panicle 
to  two  is  not  an  absolute  diagnostic  character.  In  Hooker's  '  Student's 
Flora  '  they  are  described  as  2-3-nate  ;  and  Dr.  Boswell-Syme  pointed 
out  to  me  in  his  garden  at  Balmuto  a  cultivated  ;;uft  of  the  grass,  in 
which  this  was  very  conspicuously  shown, vJiear  Linlithgo^^'^  1  also  met 
this  summer  with  a  plant  in  which  there  were  four  branches  at  the  base 
of  the  panicles,  but  agreeing  in  other  characters  with  ordinary  ramosus. 
— W.  T.  Thiselton  Dyer. 

I  have  seveial  times  noticed  one  common  form  with  more  than  two 
branches  at  the  lowest  semi-verticil.  A  plant  which  I  collected  at  Win- 
chester this  autumn  had  three  branches,  and  Mr.  Warren  has  sent  nie  speci- 
mens from  near  Shrewsbury  with  the  same  number.  As  1  pointed  out  at 
p.  270,  it  is  by  the  coexistence  of  several  characters  that  the  plants  are 
distinguished ;  probably  the  relative  length  of  the  awns  and  palea?,  and  of 
the  two  glumes,  are  the  best  single  characters.  Dr.  Ascheron,  of  Berlin, 
informs  me  that  the  restricted  B.  asper  of  Beneken  is  really  the  common 
form  in  many  parts  of  Germany,  though  so  scarce  in  more  western 
Europe. — Henry  Trim  en. 


d:drads  nub  g^bstracls. 

TEMPERATURE  OF  FUNGI. 
Last  week  I  met  with  a  number  of  specimens  of  the  Giant  Puff-ball, 
Lycoperdon  (jiguutemu,  while  making  one  of  my  usual  weekly  class  excur- 
sions in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cirencester.  Two  of  them  were  selected, 
a  large  and  a  small  one,  for  museum  specimens,  while  a  portion  of  a  very 
large  one  was  placed  by  me  in  my  botanical  box.  Next  mornino-,  on 
opening  the  box,  I  found  the  contents  sensibly  warm  to  the  hand,  and 
had  no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  effect  to  its  cause.  The  portion  of  Fungus 
was  quite  warm,  and  had  connnunicated  part  of  its  warmth  to  the  other 
plants  in  the  box.  L'idortunately,  no  thermometer  was  at  hand  at  the 
time,  or  a  careful  reading  of  the  temperature  would  have  been  made. 
The  smaller  specimen  of  the  Puff-ball,  weighing  1  lb.,  was  taken,  and 
placed  in  a  box,  where  it  remained  all  night.     Next  Uiorning,  two  read- 
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iiig-s  of  the  thermometer  were  made  at  8.45  a.m. 
again  observed  at  10.30  a.m.  and  11.15  a.m. 
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The  temperature  was 


8.45 

A.M. 

10.30  A.M. 

11.15  A.M. 

Temperature  of  Fungus  .     . 
Temperature  of  Air    .     .     . 

Difference     .... 

1. 
12-2° 
111° 

2. 

12-4° 
11-2° 

124° 
11-6° 

12-2° 
12-0° 

11° 

1-2° 

0-8° 

0-2° 

Next  morning-  two  readings  were  taken  at  9.10  a.m.,  the  Fungus  being 
warmer  than  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 


9.10  A.M. 

Temperature  of  Fundus 

1. 

11-4° 
10-5° 

2. 

11-5° 
10-6" 

Temperature  of  Air 

Difference 

0-9° 

0-9° 

On  the  next  morning  the  Fungus  was  found  to  be  drying  up,  and  tlie 
observed  temperature  was  only  0'2°  higher  than  that  of  the  surrounding 
air.  The  air  outside  the  box,  11 '4°;  inside  the  box,  11 '4°;  temperature 
of  Fungus,  11'6°.     No  further  observations  were  made. 

A.  de  Bary  mentions  (Hoffmeister,  '  Handbuch  der  Physiologischen 
Eotanik,'  vol.  ii.  pt.  1.  p.  228)  that  the  temperature  has  been  observed 
by  Dutrocliet  in  tlve  Fungi  belonging  to  the  genera  Agaricns,  Bolelus,  and 
Lycoperdon.  He,  however,  was  only  able  to  observe  an  increase  of  from 
0'10°  C.  to  0'4.o°  C.  The  greatest  increase  in  my  specimen  was  noticed 
on  the  first  morning  of  the  observations,  at  S.45  a.m.,  namely  1'2°  C. 

The  greatest  temperature  is  evidently  produced  during  tlie  night,  as  the 
difference  between  the  temperature  of  the  Fungus  and  air  rapiilly  dimi- 
nished, so  that  at  11.15  a.m.  the  diflVrence  was  only  0'2°  C. 

The  diU'erence  between  the  morning  temperatures  on  the  first  and  second 
day  of  the  observations — 1'2°  and  09° — can  be  easily  accounted  for  by 
loss  from  conduction,  etc.,  but  chiefly  from  the  loss  of  heat  caused  by  the 
evaporation  of  water,  the  weight  of  the  Fungus  having  decreased  from 
16  oz.  to  \2>\  oz.  during  the  three  days  the  experiments  lasted. 

The  cause  of  the  increase  of  temperature  is  due  to  the  oxidation  of  the 
nutrient  materials  in  the  Fungus,  a  process  depending  on  the  absorption 
of  oxygen,  which  acts  on  these  nutrient  materials,  and  causes  various  me- 
tamorplioses,  an  equivalent  (|uautity  of  carbon  dioxide  being  liberated. 
This  metamorphosis  of  nutrient  or  assimilated  nuiterials  goes  on  in  all 
plants  in  thiyligtit  as  well  as  in  darkness,  and  is  also  associated  witii  tlie 
taking  up  of  oxygen  and  liberation  of  carbon  dioxide,  a  process  which  is 
now  recognized  by  all  Continental  physiologists  as  the  true  resjiiration  of 
plants.  In  Spiroijyra  we  can,  during  tlie  day,  observe  the  formation  of 
assimilated  materials  as  starch  in  the  cells,  which  contain  chlorophyll. 
During  the  night  the  assimilated  material  is  metamorphosed  or  elaborated, 
and  tlie   cell  divides  and  converts  the  assimilated   material,  after  it  has 
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been  metamorpliosetl,  into  cellulose  and  protoplasraic  substance.  Tn 
Fungi  the  nutrient  materials  are  probably  taken  up  only  during  the  day, 
and  during  the  night  metamorphosis,  or  elaboration  of  these  materials, 
takes  place.  Heat  is  the  result  of  the  oxygenation,  and,  from  the  energy 
of  the  process  and  size  of  the  plant,  the  elevation  of  the  temperature  is 
very  marked.  All  the  temperatures  are  given  in  degrees  Centigrade, 
and,  as  the  temperatures  were  always  carefully  observed  by  Professor 
Church,  the  accuracy  of  the  readings  may  be  depended  on. — Dr.  MacnaB, 
zw  Gardeners'  Chronicle,  Sept.  30,  1871. 


OBSERVATIONS  OX  THE  GLACIAL  OEIGIX  OF  THE  PEAT- 
BOGS  OF  THE  JURA  AND  THE  SPECIAL  VEGETATION 
THAT  CHAEACTERIZES  THEM.* 

By  Professoii  Charles  ^Martens. 

The  first  requisite  for  the  formation  of  a  peat-bog  is  an  impermeable 
foundation  which  water  does  not  penetrate.  The  configuration  of  the 
surface  plays  only  a  secondary  part ;  thus  peat-bogs  are  found  in  flat 
countries  like  the  borders  of  the  Somme,  Ems,  and  Weser,  in  Schleswig- 
Holsteiu  and  Holland,  as  well  as  in  the  valleys  of  the  Vosges,  Jura,  and 
Scotch  mountains  ;  sometimes  even  they  establish  themselves  in  slight 
depressions  of  steeply-inclined  slopes.  Besides  this,  rains  should  not  be 
too  uncommon,  the  air  must  be  habitually  humid,  and  the  heat  of  summer 
not  too  great.  In  Europe  they  extend  from  Spitzbergen  to  the  Pyrenees 
and  the  North  of  Italy,  but  do  not  pass  further  south.  In  the  Jura  the 
obstacle  which  prevents  the  downward  passage  of  water  into  the  lower 
strata,  is  a  bed  of  glacial  mud  derived  from  the  trituration  of  the  primi- 
tive felspathic,  aluminaceous,  and  siliceous  beds  ;  at  the  epoch  of  the  great 
extension  of  the  glaciers  of  the  Alps  the  Jura  was  invaded  by  them,  being 
included  within  the  domain  of  the  great  glacier  of  the  Rhone.  In  spite 
of  the  destruction  of  a  great  many  of  them,  the  erratic  blocks  which  it 
laid  down  are  still  very  numerous.  The  Jurassic  peat-mosses  have  then  a 
glacial  origin,  even  when  they  are  not  barred  by  a  moraine.  Suppress 
the  moraine  as  a  barricade  in  a  gi'eat  number  of  cases,  suppress  the  glacial 
mud  which  makes  the  foundation  impermeable,  and  the  peat-moss  would 
not  be  formed,  and  it  is  the  same  with  those  that  are  found  beyond  the 
range  of  the  mountain-chains  in  Piedmont  and  the  north  of  Switzerland. 

The  following  are  the  principal  plants  of  these  peat-mosses  : — 

Trees. — Betula  pubcscens  (a  variety  of  alia),  Pinus  uliginosa,  Neiim. 
(which  is  a  mere  variety  of  montaiui),  Abies  excelsa,  et  Sorbus  Aucuparia 
(the  two  latter  comparatively  rare). 

Shrubs. — Betula  nana,  Salix  aurita,  S.  repens,  S.  ambigua,  S.  cinerea, 
S.  rubra,  et  Louicera  CTcrulea  (the  three  last  comparatively  rare). 

Undershrubs. — Andromeda  polifolia,  Calluna  vulgaris,  Vaccinium  uligi- 
nosum,  V.  Myrtillus,  V.  Oxycoccus,  V.  Vitis-Idtea,  Empetrum  nigrum. 

Herbaceous  Plants  characteristic  of  the  Peat-bogs. — Scirpus  ceespitosus, 
Saxifraga  Hirculus,  Eriophorum  vaginatum,  E.  angustifolium,  E.  latifo- 
lium,  E.  alpinum,  Carex  pauciflora,  C.  chodorhiza,  C.  heleouastes,  C.  tere- 
tiuscula,  C.  limosa,  C.  filiformis,  Drosera  rotundifolia,  D.  longifolia,  Par- 
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iiassia  palubtris,  Pinguiciila  vulgaris,  Galium  uliginosum,  G.  palustre, 
G.  boreale,  Stellaria  uliginosa,  Pedicularis  palustris,  Viola  palustris, 
Scheuchzeria  palustris,  Sagiua  nodosa,  Swertia  pereuuis,  et  Aspidiuin 
spinulosura. 

Aquatics  of  the  neujUhourlng  Swamps  and  Ditches. — Kanunculus  "Flam- 
mula,  Caltlia  palustris,  Nasturtium  am])liibiuui,  Bidcns  ceruua,  Carduus 
palustris,  Epilobium  palustre,  E.  aiigustifolium,  Comarum  palustre,  Myo- 
sotis  palustris,  M.  csespitosa,  Utricularia  vulgaris,  U.  minor,  Mentha  aqua- 
tica,  Veronica  scutulata,  Menyauthes  trit'oliata,  Polygonum  Persicaria, 
Glyceria  fluitans,  Catabrosa  aquatica,  Sparganium  natans,  Juncus  alpinus, 
J.  coiiglomeratus,  Potamogeton  rufescens,  P.  pusilhis,  P.  natans,  Rhyn- 
cliospora  alba,  Carex  stcllulata,  C.  panicea,  C.  CEderi,  C.  ampullacea,  et 
Equisetum  palustre. 

Herbaceous  Plants  of  the  surrounding  Grass. — Ranunculus  repens, 
Trollius  europaius,  Cardainine  pratensis,  Lychnis  Flos-cuculi,  Stellaria  gra- 
minea,  iEgopodium  Podagniria,  Scabiosa  succisa,  Solidago  Virgaurea, 
Cineraria  spathulffifolia,  Bidens  ceruua,  Sanguisorba  oflicinalis,  Spiraea 
Ulmaria,  S.  Filipendula,  Scrophularia  nodosa,  Polygonum  Bistorta,  Phleum 
pratense,  Alopecurus  pratensis,  Calamagrostis  lanceolata,  Aira  caispitosa, 
Agrostis  cauiua,   Festuca  oviua,  Blysmus  compressus,  Carex  Davalliana, 

C.  pulicaris,  C.  canescens. 

Plants  of  Drg  Turf. — Viola  tricolor.  Chrysanthemum  Leucanthemum, 
Hieracium  Auricula,  Alchemilla  vulgaris,  Potentilla  Tormentilla,  P.  anse- 
rina,  Euphrasia  officinalis.  Thymus  Serpyllum,  Melampyrum  arvense 
{pratense  no  doubt  intended),  Linaria  vulgaris,  Geutiana  campestris, 
Rumex  Acetosella,  Agrostis  rubra,  Molinia  ca^rulea. 

Mosses. — Sphagnum  cuspidatum,  S.  acutifolium,  S.  cymbifoliura,  S.  te- 
nellun),  S.  compactum,  S.  subsecundum,  Hypnum  fluitans,  H.  trifarium, 
H.  rcvolvens,  II.  scor|noides,  H.  exannulatum,  PI.  stramineum,  H.  cordi- 
folium,  H.  stellatum,  H.  nitens,  H.  splcndens,  H.  Schreberi,  II.  Crista-cas- 
trensis,  H.  cuspidatum,  Aidacomnium  palustre,  Meesia  longiseta,  M.  tri- 
sticha,  M.  uliginosa,  Polytrichum  commune,  P.  formosum,P.  gracilp,P.  pili- 
ferum,  P.  urnigerum,  Dicranum  Schraderi,   D.  glaucum,  I),  cerviculatum, 

D.  undulatum,  D.  scoparium,  D.  palustre,  Campylopus  torfaceus,  Splach- 
num  ampullaceum,  S.  sphairicum,  Paludella  squarrosa,  Bartramia  fontana, 
B.  marcliica,  Bryum  nutans,  B.  pseudo-triquetrum,  B.  argentcum,  B.  bi- 
mum,  Climacium  dcndroides,  Mnium  punctatum,  M.  afltine,  Atrichum  un- 
dulatum, Ceratodon  purpureus,  et  Funaria  hygrometrica. 

Lichens. —  Cladonia  rangiferina,  C.  subulata,  Lecidea  icmadophila, 
L.  uliginosa,  Cenoniyce  pyxidala,  C.  coccitera,  C.  bacillaris,  C.  deform  is, 
et  C.  gracilis. 

The  tloi-as,  as  we  have  them  at  present,  are  not  all  equally  ancient. 
They  mount  up  to  epochs  more  or  less  remote  and  dillerent.  Thus  the 
Mediterranean  flora  goes  back  to  the  Miocene  epoch.  It  possesses,  in 
fact,  existing  species  which  have  been  found  fossil  in  the  Tertiary  strata  by 
M.  8aporta  and  other  observers.  Certain  remarkable  species,  like  the 
Dwarf  Palm,  the  Laurel,  the  Fig,  the  Olive,  the  Carob,  the  Ponu'granate, 
the  Myrtle,  Anagyris  fwlida,  Cneorum  tricoccum,  Nerium  Oleander, 
Smilax  aspera,  iiave  not  yet  been  reported  from  the  Eocene  or  Miocene 
beds,  but  their  aflinitics  point  clearly  to  an  origin  at  an  epoch  wlum  the 
Mediterranean  basin  h.ul  a  climate  much  more  tropical  than  is  the  case 
now.     The  flora  of  ihc  Jurassic  tuif-bogs  is  of  a  more  recent  date.     Its 
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boreal  character  and  the  nature  of  the  soil  that  supports  it,  shows  clearly 
that  it  IS  Pliocene  and  contemporary  with  the  glacial  era.  The  opinion  of 
the  geologists  and  botanists  who  suppose  that  at  this  era  the  vegetation  of 
the  regions  of  the  globe  which  were  invaded  by  the  ice  was  absolutely  null, 
does  not  appear  to  me  well  founded.  In  fact,  the  glacial  epoch  exists  still 
at  the  two  poles.  Kound  the  Arctic  pole,  Greenland,  Spitzbergen,  and 
Nova  Zembla,  are  covered  with  masses  of  ice,  of  which  the  branches  stretch 
down  to  the  sea,  but  still  they  have  plants  growing  in  the  intervals  which 
the  ice  does  not  cover.  In  Spitzbergen  there  are  93  Phanerogamia  ;  in 
Greenland,  328.  Robert  Brown,  who  visited  the  Bay  of  Disco,  in  70° 
N.  hit.,  collected  129  species  there  in  the  course  of  a  single  summer. 
These  plants  are  not  all  special  to  the  Arctic  region,  but  many  spread  out 
towards  the  south ;  and,  if  we  glance  over  the  catalogue  of  these  plants  of  the 
Jurassic  turf-bogs,  we  find  out  of  a  total  of  179  species,  73  are  actually 
Arctic  at  the  present  day ;  besides  these,  there  are  106  species  not  now  found 
in  the  Arctic  regions,  but  all  of  them,  except  Sweriia,  are  Scandinavian. 
Now,  when  we  remember  that  the  Neufchatelois  Jura  is  23°  of  latitude 
south  of  Lapland,  is  it  absurd  to  suppose  that  at  the  glacial  epoch  its  cli- 
mate was  not  more  rigorous  than  that  of  Lnpland  is  now,  and  that  these 
Scandinavian  species,  of  which  the  centre  of  creation  is  still  to  deter- 
mine, existed  also  at  the  epoch  when  the  alpine  glaciers  overtopped  the 
Jurassic  ridges  ?  I  have  elsewhere  made  the  calculation  that  if  the  mean 
temperature  of  Geneva  were  lowered  four  degrees  Centigrade,  the  glaciers 
of  the  Alps  would  again  invade  the  l)asin  of  the  Leman.  If  this  were 
the  case,  the  temperature  of  the  Jurassic  valleys  would  still  be  higher  than 
that  of  Altenfiord,  in  70°  N.  lat.,  where  most  of  the  species  grow  which 
we  find  now  in  the  Jurassic  peat-bogs.  The  plants  have  persisted  in  the 
Jura  in  spite  of  a  warming  of  the  climate,  amounting  to  four  degrees,  be- 
cause they  have  found  in  the  constitution  and  hnmiclity  of  the  soil,  condi- 
tions of  existence  analogous  to  those  with  which  they  are  surrounded  in 
Lapland  at  the  present  day. 

Another  proof  that  the  climate  of  the  glacial  epoch,  during  which  the 
erratic  blocks  of  the  Jura  were  laid  down,  was  not  rigorous  enough  to 
exclude  all  vegetation,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  man  inhabited  the  basin 
of  the  Leman,  and  that  of  the  lakes  of  Zurich  and  Constance,  immediately 
after  the  glacial  epoch  at  Vierier,  Meilen,  ami  Schussenried,  where  we  find 
worked  fiints  and  reindeer  bones  in  the  alluvium  of  the  terraces  just  above 
tiie  glacial  beds.  But  if,  as  I  have  always  believed,  the  old  alluvium  of 
Switzerland  is  contemporaneous  with  the  same  deposit  in  the  plains  of 
France,  where  incontestable  pioofs  of  the  existence  of  man  have  been  ob- 
tained, I  do  not  despair  of  hearing  that  the  Swiss  geologists  have  found 
human  bones  and  worked  flints  either  in  the  midst  of  the  glacial  beds  or 
even  in  the  old  alluvium  on  which  they  rest. 

But  to  return  to  our  plants.  By  the  area  of  their  geographical  distri- 
bution, they  furnish  us  with  an  argument  which  is  not  without  value. 
Spread  through  northern  Europe,  many  of  them  stop  at  the  Pyrenees  and 
Alps.  In  North  America  they  stop  generally  at  the  fortieth  degree  of 
latitude.  Now  these  are  the  extreme  limits  of  the  great  extension  of 
glaciers  of  which  the  Arctic  pole  and  the  great  European  mountain-chains, 
situated  at  the  north  of  42°,  were  the  principal  centres.  The  plants, 
thei-efore,  grow  now  in  the  very  regions  then  invaded  by  the  glaciers. 

We  may  say,  perhaps,  that  the  vegetation  of  the  Jurassic  turf-bogs,  is 
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not  an  excepiional  vegetation  in  this  chain  of  mountains,  and  if  it  be  ex- 
clusively Scandinavian,  that  of  the  whole  Jurassic  flora  is  equally  so.  But 
in  answer  to  this  objection,  read  the  list  in  Thurmann's  '  Essai  Ph\to- 
statique  of  the  characteristic  mountainous  plants  of  the  chain ;  of  these, 
there  are  142  species  mentioned,  out  of  which  only  66  exist  also  in 
Scandinavia.  The  presence  of  these  Arctic  species  in  the  Jurassic  turf- 
bogs,  is  then  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion  that  they  existed  in  the  Jura 
at  the  glacial  era.  All,  in  fact,  can  support  a  temperature  lower  than  that 
of  the  Jurassic  peaks,  for  all  ascend  higher  in  the  Alps,  and  they  can  ac- 
commodate themselves  to  a  more  temperate  climate,  for  I  have  gathered 
them  nearly  all  in  the  north  of  Norway  at  the  sea-level.  Another  conse- 
quence of  these  facts  is,  that  the  vegetation  of  all  the  peat-mosses  of  the 
plains  of  northern  Europe,  of  the  Vosges,  the  hills  of  Auvergne,  the  Alps 
from  France  to  Austria,  and  even  of  the  Pyrenees  has  the  same  origin. 
For  long  botanists  have  been  struck  with  the  uniformity  of  their  vegeta- 
tion, and  attributed  it  to  a  similarity  of  physical  conditions.  This  ex- 
plains why  the  plants  stay  there,  but  it  does  not  explain  why  we  always 
get  the  same  species  over  a  space  equal  to  a  (puirter  of  the  area  of  the 
whole  terrestrial  globe.  Identity  of  origin  can  alone  explain  this  identity 
of  vegetable  forms. 
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The  Lichen-Flora  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands. 
By  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Leighton,  F.L.S.     12mo.     Shrewsbury,  1871. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  no  less  than  three  Synopses,  or  systematic 
enumerations,  of  the  British  Lichens  have  been  published  in  this  country, 
viz.  Mudd's  'Manual  of  British  Lichens,'  in  ISGl  ;  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Crombie's  '  Lichenes  Britannici,'  in  1870;  and  the  work  whose  title 
heads  the  present  remarks,  in  1871.  The  significance  of  this  circumstance 
must  be  interpreted  by  the  correlative  fact  that,  between  1844,  when  the 
second  edition  of  the  well-known  '  English  Botany'  of  Smith  and  Sowerby 
was  issued,  and  1861,  no  work  of  a  similar  kind  had  appeared  ;  for  Leigli- 
ton's  '  British  Species  of  Angiocarpous  Lichens  '  (1851),  and  other  mono- 
graphs of  hi-^,  referred  only  to  certain  groups  ;  while  l^indsay's  '  Popular 
History'  (1856)  did  not  profess  to  be  a  complete  or  systematic  Lichen- 
flora,  being  inteiuled  simply  as  an  Introduction  to  the  study  of  the 
British  Lichens.  The  three  works  fir.st  above  mentioned,  especially  as 
compared  with  those  which  appeared  prior  to  1850,  mark  an  era  in  British 
lichenology,  in  so  far  as  they  are  all  the  fruits  of  the  application  of  the 
microscope  to  the  definition  and  classification  of  genera  and  species.  This 
instrument  was  virtually  unknown  to,  or  unapplied  by,  the  authors  of 
the  various  Lichen-floras  of  Britain — of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland 
— before  the  year  1850  ;  the  only  artificial  aid  to  the  naked  eye  in  the 
examination  of  external  or  internal  characters  being,  up  to  that  date,  the 
common  pocket  lens.  The  result  of  the  introduction  of  the  microscope  in 
the  examination  and  determination  of  Lichen-species  has  not  been  altoge- 
ther an  advantage.  It  has  destroyed  the  comparative  simplicity  of  classi- 
fication and  nomenclature,  and  has  substituted,  for  the  inti'lligible  arrange- 
ments of  Aeharius,  Fries,  and  Schicrer,  the  eonfiisingly  elaborate  "systems"' 
of  Massalongo,  Korber,  and  Nylauder.      Too  iuuch  is  now  made  of  micro- 
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scopical  or  internal,  too  little  of  general  or  external,  cliaracters.  In  par- 
ticular, too  itiucli  consideration  is  given  in  classification  to  the  character  of 
the  sporidla  [which,  by  the  way,  in  Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora '  are  called 
spof'es, — a  term  of  doubtful  propriety,  considering  tlie  close  alliance  be- 
tween Fungi  and  Lichens,  and  the  desirability  of  a  uniform  nomenclature 
of  the  same  classes  of  organs  or  bodies  in  these  two  great  cryptogamic 
families]  ;  too  little  allowance  is  made  for  the  wonderful  variations  of  the 
sporidia  in  many,  if  not  most,  Lichen-species. 

Chemical  characters  are,  however,  the  last  fashion  of  the  day  among 
lichenographers.  After  having  difl'erentiated  species  and  genera  to  a  mis- 
chievously elaborate  extent,  according  to  the  varying  characters  of  the 
sporidia,  they  are  being  further  subdivided  according  as  the  thallus,  apo- 
thecia,  or  hymenial  gelatine  give  this  or  that  reaction  with  hydrate  of 
potash,  hypochlorite  of  lime,  or  solution  of  iodine.  In  no  work  that  has 
come  under  our  notice  is  so  much  attention  devoted,  we  believe  im- 
necessarily  so,  to  these  so-called  "chemical  characters"  as  in  Leigh- 
ton's  '  Lichen-flora.'  Thus  he  subdivides  the  genus  Cladonia  according 
to  the  very  variable  chemical  reactions  of  its  species.  By  such  characters 
he  separates  sylvatica  from  ram/iferina,  -awA  pungens  irovnf areata.  For  a 
similar  reason  he  divorces  cana  from  judata  in  the  genus  Alectoria  !  The 
specific  diagnosis  of  Pertusaria  faginea,  L.,  is  based  on  chemical  reactions 
alone,  for  we  are  told  "  spores  not  seen  "  (p.  242).  Some  of  the  marked, 
irregularities  of  chemical  reaction  in  Lichens,  as  applied  to  the  diagnosis 
or  definition  of  species,  he  himself  not  only  admits,  but  is  compelled  to 
point  out.  Thus,  under  the  head  of  Umbilicaria  erosa,  Web.  (p.  158),  he 
remarks,  "  In  all  our  British  specimens  the  reaction  is  medulla  K — C 
red  ;  but  in  Fellm.  92,  and  specimens  from  Dr.  Ny lander  and  Dr.  T.  M. 
Fries,  the  reaction  is  medulla  K  yellow  C — ."  A  similar  irregularity  is 
noted  under  Farmelia  couspersa,  Ehrh.  (p.  135)  :  "  Weddell,  in  Lich. 
Prom.  Publ.,  says  that  in  P.  conspersa  the  medulla,  when  moistened  with 
K,  becomes  yellow,  but  almost  immediately  afterwards  becomes  red.  This 
I  am  able  to  confirm  fully,  so  far  as  regards  foreign  specimens ;  but  on 
British  specimens  the  yellow  reaction  takes  place,  but  not  always  the  red." 
These  are  mere  illustrations  of  what  constantly  happens  throughout  the 
whole  family  of  Lichens  !  In  truth,  the  reaction-test,  introduced  by  Ny- 
lander  and  adopted  by  Leighton,  is  so  little  to  be  trusted,  that  its  results 
vary,  not  only  in  the  hands  of  difterent  experimenters  manipulating  the 
same  species,  but  in  those  of  the  same  observer,  operating  on  the  same 
specimen  at  different  dates  !  Still  more,  then,  is  variation  in  result  to  be 
looked  for  in  diff"erent  specimens  of  the  same  genus,  gathered  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances  of  soil  and  climate.  At  present  there  seems  no  limit 
to  the  diff'erentiation  of  Lichen-genera  and  species,  and  the  necessarily 
involved  multiplication  of  names,  by  the  adoption  of  new  "  characters  " 
that  are  trivial  because  they  are  inconstant.  Classification  is  based  on  no 
single,  uniform,  or  intelligible  principle.  Differentiation  is  determined 
sometimes  by  one  character,  sometimes  by  another, — the  determining 
characters  differing  extremely  in  value,  if  sometimes  they  possess  any 
value  at  all  I  Small  genera  are  divided,  while  large  ones  are  left  intact, 
though  the  characters  of  the  species  of  the  latter  are  infinitely  more  varied 
than  those  of  the  former.  In  short,  the  whole  system  of  arrangement  is 
eminently  arbitrary  and  artificial,  complex  and  confusing.  In  Leighton's 
Lichen-flora,  for  instance,  while  there  is  only  one  species  of  Usnea,  there 
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are  four  of  Ranudina ;  Cladouia  and  Slicta  are  each  split  up  into  three 
genera ;  while  the  intricate  genus  Lecidea  is  left  with  the  enormous  num- 
ber of  233  species  ! 

Our  recent  British  Lichen-floras  are  all  based  on  tlie  classification  and 
nomenclature  of  Continental  lichenographers ;  and  not  a  few  of  the  addi- 
tions that  have  been  made  of  late  years  to  the  number  of  British  Lichens 
owe  their  names  and  descriptions  to  Dr.  Nylander,  of  Paris,  having  been 
originally  recorded  in  the  Regensburg  weekly  botanical  gazette  called 
the  '  Flora.'  The  British  works  in  question  necessarily,  therefore,  partake 
of  the  vices  of  the  Continental  systems  on  which  they  are  based.  Thus, 
Leighton's  'Lichen-flora' — as  do  also  Mudd's  Manual  and  Crombie's 
Enumeration — illustrates  the  tendency  of  the  modern  school  of  licheno- 
grapliy  towards  extreme  ditferentiation;  excessive  and  unnecessary  elabora- 
tion ;  mischievous  multiplication  of  species  and  genera,  and  necessarily  of 
names  ;  incessant  changes  of  name,  especially  of  species  and  varieties  ;  the 
nomenclature  of  inconstant  and  trivial  varieties,  instead  of  describing  the 
general  range  and  direction  of  variation  ;  the  substitution  of  mere  "spe- 
cific diagnoses  "  (so-called)  for  full  descriptions  ;  the  supercession  of  pri- 
mary external  by  secondary  internal  characters  ;  the  atloption  of  inconstant, 
and  therefore  trivial,  characters  as  a  means  of  distinctive  diagnosis  ;  the 
production  and  multiplication  of  mere  co'lectors  and  labellers,  instead  of 
biologists.  Hence,  with  all  their  excellences,  we  doubt  whether  such 
works  as  Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora '  are  calculated  to  attract  and  multiply 
students  of  lichenology.  Tt  seems  to  us  hopeless  to  expect  to  increase  the 
ranks  of  British  liclienologists  until  we  attain  a  greater  measure  of  simpli- 
fication and  intellioMbilitv  in  our  classification  and  nomenclature  of  the 
British  Lichens.  Nor  is  such  simplification  to  be  expected  till  we  revert,  in 
some  measure,  to  the  arrangements  that  existed  in  the  /7/"e-niicroscope  era 
of  lichenology  ;  readopt  the  simpler  classification  and  nomenclature  of 
Acharius,  Fries,  and  Schserer ;  arrange  and  name  according  to  naked-eye, 
external,  general  characters,  so  far  as  is  possible,  while  not  omitting  <ini/ 
important  natural  character  from  the  full  descriptions  of  the  species  ; 
reduce  the  number  of  species  to  one-fourth  or  one-fifth  by  the  adoption  of 
type-  or  aggregate-species  ;  abolish  the  separate  nomenclature  and  rank  of 
inconstant  forms  or  varieties;  and  work  upon  some  uniform  rule  as  to 
names.  Moreover,  it  must  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  lichenology  does 
not  consist  in  the  mere  collectincj  and  ticketing  of  a  series  of  speciviens  ! 
Our  liclienologists  are  too  much  simply  (jatherers  and  labellers  I  That 
herbarium  is  usually  considered  the  most  valuable,  which  contains  tiie 
largest  number  of  species  and  varieties,  and  especially  of  new  or  rare  ones  ; 
whereas  that  is  really,  in  our  opinion,  the  nuist  interesting  and  useful 
collection  that  contains  the  greatest  number  of  t>a;7V///6i«-/orwA-  ofconunon, 
and  especially  of  economical,  species.  He  is  not  the  most  usefully  accom- 
plished naturalist  who  has  gathered  the  greatest  number  of  species  or  varie- 
ties, that  prove,  in  the  hamls  of  Contiueutal  systematists  or  nomenclators, 
to  be  neio  or  rare ;  but  he  who  knows  most  about  all  the  characters — 
chemical,  uucroscopical,  economical,  morphological — of  our  more  familiar 
species,  such  as,  among  Lichens,  the  ubiquitous  "  Keindeer  Moss,"  Clu- 
do?iia  rangiferina.  Regarding  that  single  siiecies  alone,  a  volume  might 
be  compiled  equal  in  size  to  Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora ;'  and  we  believe 
that  the  student  who  should  make  himself  master  of  the  contents  of  such 
a  monograph — of  the  whole  •'  natural  history  "  of  this  cosmopolitan  and 


34-4  NEW    PUBLICATIONS. 

useful  Cladonia,— lis  structure, reproduction,  chemical  constituents,  utility 
to  man  and  the  lower  animals,  the  role  it  plays  in  the  grand  economy 
of  nature  in  northern  countries,  its  distribution  and  variation-forms  under 
diversities  of  soil  and  climate,  altitude  and  latitude, — would  acquire  a 
more  valuable  knowledge  of  Lichens  than  if  he  merely  possessed  an  herba- 
rium containing  authentically-named  specimens  of  all  the  species  described 
in  Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora,'  or  even  if  he  had  himself  collected  them, 
and  got  them  ticketed  by  Leighton  or  Nylander. 

The  latest-published  work  on  British  Lichens,  that  of  Leighton,  is  not, 
as  it  might  and  perhaps  should  have  been,  in  all  respects  the  best.     Thus, 
it  is  inferior  to  the  '  English  Botany  '  in  so  far  as  (1)  the  former  contains  no 
plates;  (2)  the  latter  gives  general  descriptions  as  well  as  specific  diagnoses  ; 
while  (3)  the  older  work  has  the  advantage,  also,  of  greater  simplicity  of  ar- 
rangement, there  being  only  41  genera  and  439  species  instead  of  73  and 
781.     So  long  as  there  is  no  w5rk  giving,  in  addition  to  full  descriptions 
of  species,  plates  illustrative  of  the  external  characters  as  well  as  internal 
structure  of  all  British  Lichens,  the  '  English  Botany '  must  continue  a 
standard — if  not,  in  a  sense,  the  standard — work  on  British  Lichens,  to 
whicli  all  other  British  Lichen-floras  should  bear  more  direct  and  distinct 
reference  than  at  present  they  do.     It  seems  to  us  extremely  desirable,  for 
instance,  that  all  British  Lichen-floras  should,  until  the  '  English  Botany ' 
is  superseded   by  a  modern  work  of  the  same  type, — a  fully-illustrated 
'  Lichenographia  Britannica,' — give  the  modern  synonyms  of  all  its  genera 
and  species.     Certain  genera  have  been  abolished  by  the  use  of  the  micro- 
scope, which  has  shown  us  that  they  consist  merely  of  sterile  conditions 
of  species   of  other  genera,  or  that  they  really  belong  to  the  category  of 
AlgfJE  or  Fungi.     Such  are  the  pseudo-genera  Lepraria,  Spiloma,  Variolaria, 
and  Isldluin.     But  these  obsolete  genera  are  so  common,  that  it  is  much 
more  important  for  the  student  to  know  what  they  really  are — to  what 
species  to  refer  them — than  to  become  acquainted  with  the  mere  names  of 
hosts  of  new  or  rare  species,  which  are,  in  every  sense,  comparatively  un- 
important !     And  yet  there  is  no  special  exposition  of  these  old  and  once- 
important  genera  in  Leighton's   '  Lichen-flora,'   though  doubtless  some 
of  them  are  named,  or  otherwise  referred  to,  under  such  heads  as  Pertn- 
saria.     A  satisfactory  description  of  the  obsolete  genera  and  species  of 
the  '  English  Botany '  would  form  a  most  useful  and  attractive  essay  on 
certain  hio-hlv  interestin";  features  of  the  natural  history  of  British  Lichens, 
— including,  as  it  would,  an  account  of  (1)   the  secondary  reproductive 
organs ;  (2)  various  forms  of  hypertrophy,  or  degeneration,  or  arrested 
development,  of  the  vegetative  system  ;   (3)  various  forms  and  causes  of 
sterility  ;    (4)  the  border-land  between  Lichens  on  the  one  hand,  and  Jlf/ce 
and  Fungi  on  the  other.     And  this  kind  of  information,  again,  would  be 
infinitely  more  important  to  the  student,  who  is  more  than  a  collector  and 
labeller,  than  any  list,  with  specific  diagnoses,  of  species,  and  especially 
of  new  and  rare  ones  ! 

Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora  '  is  inferior  to  Crombie's  '  Enumeratio '  in 
that  the  latter  possesses  an  index  of  species,  though  ic  is  neither  quite 
correct  nor  quite  com])lete ;  while  Mudd's  '  Manual '  is  superior  in  that  it 
gives  fi\e  plates  of  coloured  drawings  of  sporidia,  an  index  of  species  and 
varieties,  an  introduction  descriptive  of  the  general  structure  and  morpho- 
logy of  Lichens,  meusnreinents  of  the  sporidia,  frequent  descriptions  of 
the  spermogones  based  upon    personal  observation,  critical  and  general 
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rfinarks  on  tlie  species,  in  addition  to  the  mere  specific  dino;noses,  cond  due 
notices  of  the  minute  (microscopic)  parasites — Kun^'i,  Lichens,  or  Fungo- 
Lichens — that    so  t'rec[uently  infest  the  thallus  or   apotliecia  of  certain 
Liclien-species.      It   is,  moreover,  better   "  ^oi  up,"   printed   ou  better 
paper,  in  more  leij^ible  type.     No  doubt  nil  the  additions  that  are  desir- 
able   to   Leighton's    '  Lichen-flora' — including,    for    instance,    an    index, 
glossary,   bibliography,    and    iidroduction — would    seriously    increase  the 
size  of  a  volume  which,  at  present  is  a  convenient  one,  as  resp(;cts  both 
size  and  shape.      But,  ou  the  other  hand,  the  present  volume  is,  pro  fanto, 
incomplete  and  defective;  wliile  it  is  desirable  that  a  natioiul   work  on 
such  a  subject  should  be  as  complete  in  all  respects  as  possible.     To  the 
physiologist   or  biologist — to  the  scientific  or  philosophic  botanist — the 
paucity  of  information  regarding  the  spermof/o?/,es,  and  the  utter  absence  of 
all  reference  to  pycnides,  are  serious  defects ;   serious  even  in  their  bear- 
ing upon  a  classification,  which  might  have  been  materially  altered  by  full 
descriptions  of  the  secondary  reproductive  organs  of  those  spt^cies  in  which 
they  have  been  discovered.     The  few  references  that  have  been  made  to 
spermogones,  or  their  contents,  by  Mr.  Leighton   appear   to   have   beea 
taken  at  second-hand  from  Continental  authors,  probably  Nylander.     The 
following  are  illustrations  of  the  few  bald,  unsatisfactory  descriptions  or 
references  given.     In  the  Celrariei,  we  are  told  (p.  96),  "  Spermoyonla  mar- 
ginal,  in  setuliform   apiculi   or   black  papillae."      In   Platysnia  (p.  98), 
"  Spermogonia  minutely  papillate  or  tubcrculate."     In  the  Psoromiei  (p. 
163),  "  Spermogonia  with  arthro-sterlgmata  :"  in  [he  I/nbricariei  (p.  121), 
"Spermogonia  innate."      In  Ricasolia  (p.  120),  "  Spennogonia  in  mas- 
toid   prominences."      In    Umbilicuria   and   the   Flacodei    (pp.    154   and 
174),  "  Sterigmata  articulate."     In  Fsoroma,  and  the  Tannariei  and  Fhys- 
ciei  (pp.  163,  164,  and  141),  "  Sterigmata  pluri-articulate."      In  Pnrmelia 
(p.  122),  "  Sterigmata  2-5-articulated  :"  in  the  Parmeliei  (p.  114),  "  Ste- 
rigmata pluri-articulate,  or  with  arthro-sterigmata."    In  only  certain  genera 
and   their  subdivisions   are   the   characters   of  the  spermaHn  given.      In 
Platysma  (pp.  98-102),  the  genus  is  subdivided  into  sections  according  to 
the  character  of  the  spermatia, — -the  only  instance,  however,  in  which  they 
are  here  utilized  in  classification.      \\\  the  Eu-Lecanorei  (p.  180)  we  are 
told,  "  Spermatia  various  in  form  in  different  species  ;"   but  the  variations 
in  form  in  the  different  species  are  not  given,  so  that  such  a  statement  is 
almost  tantamount  to  no  information  at  all ! 

In  such  a  Lichen-flora  as  Leighton's  there  ought  be  a  separate  sec- 
tion, treating  of  the  vegetable  Micro-parasites  that  so  commonly  infest 
the  thallus  and  apothecia  of  Lichens;  so  frequently  produce  deformities 
of  their  fructification  ;  so  often  puzzle  the  student.  Or,  at  least,  uiuler  the 
proper  species,  mention  should  be  made  of  their  particular  parasites. 
But  Leighton's  work  contains  no  enumeration  of,  or  reference  to,  the 
Micro-fangi,  or  IP ungo -lichens,  that  are  parasitic  on  Lichen  thalli  or 
apothecia;  and  though  the  British  parasitic  species  of  Micro-lichens  are 
given  {e.g.)  under  such  generic  heads  as  Lecidea,  rerrncaria,  and  Arthonia, 
if  we  turn  to  such  parasite-infested  species  as  Sticta  pnlinonacea,  Pelti- 
gera  canina,  Parmelia  saxaldis,  P.  caperala,  P.  physodes,  P.  olivacea,  P. 
compersa,  Lecanora  venlosa,  L.  vitellina,  L.  cinerea,  L.  subfnsca,  L.  poly- 
tropa,  L.  glaucoma,  L.  ferruginea,  L.  Parella,  Pei-tusaria  commiuiis,  Le- 
cidea fiisco-atra,  L.  conligna,  L.  conjlnens,  L.  canescens,  L.  albo-alra,  or 
L.  excentrica,  we  find  no  allusion  to  {\w\y  parasites. 
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Tlie  followint^  statistics,  compiled  from  the  works  quoted,  will  serve  to 
show  both  the  general  numerical  richness  of  the  British  Lichen-flora  at 
different  dates,  according  to  difl'erent  authors ;  and  the  rate  of  progress  in 
the  addition  of  so-called  new  sjiecies,  during  the  last  thirty  years. 

1.  'English  Botany,'  2nd  ed.  1844. 
Numl)er  of  genera,  41. 
Number  of  species,  439. 

Average  number  of  species  in  each  genus  10'70. 

2.  Mudd,  'Manual,'  1861. 
Number  of  genera,  105. 
Number  of  species,  497. 

Average  number  of  species  in  each  genus,  4"73. 

3.  Crombie,  '  Lichenes  Britannici,'  1870. 
Number  of  genera,  72. 

Number  of  species,  658. 

Average  number  of  species  in  each  genus,  9"  14. 

4.  Leighton, 'Lichen-flora,'  1871. 
Number  of  genera,  73. 
Number  of  species,  781. 

Average  number  of  species  in  each  genus,  10"69. 

If  progress  in  knowledge  is  to  be  measured  by  the  number  of  species 
added  within  a  given  period  to  a  national  Lichen-flora,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  progress  of  British  Lichenology  has  been  very  great  since 
1  844,  inasmuch  as  the  number  of  British  Lichens  has  been,  during  these 
tweuty-seveu  years,  nearly  doubled — the  actual  numbers  being  781  against 
439.  Such  a  criterion  of  progress  is,  however,  utterly  fallacious.  The 
first  effect  of  such  lai-ge  additions,  in  the  form  of  new  species,  is  simply 
to  bewilder  the  student,  and  render  the  existing  confusion  of  classiflcation 
"  worse  confounded."  It  seems  to  us  infinitely  more  important  to 
arrange  in  a  simple,  intelligible  way,  that  will  attract  students,  existing 
materials,  than  incessantly  and  inordinately  to  hunt  after  "  new  and  rare" 
species,  as  is  the  fashion  of  the  majority  of  our  Lichenclogists.  But  in 
saying  so,  we  do  not  deny  that  collectors  and  collections  have  a  recog- 
nized value,  and  that  they  are  indispensable  to  the  progress  of  Licheno- 
logical  science.  In  the  hands  of  the  philosophic  botanist  new  species 
will  be  relegated  to  their  proper  rank  in  classification,  and  they  will  be 
made  to  illustrate  variations  of  form,  peculiarities  of  local  or  general  dis- 
tribution, affinities  of  geographical  floras,  as  well  as  many  phenomena  of 
the  highest  interest  in  the  physiology,  organology,  and  classification  of 
Lichens.  But,  notwithstanding  that,  during  the  last  thirty  years,  we 
have  learned  much  concerning  the  minute  anatomy  of  Licliens,  and  espe- 
cially their  reproductive  organs  ;  as  well  as  concerning  their  chemical  con- 
stituents and  their  economical  applications,  such  a  work  as  Leighton's 
'Lichen-flora'  really  gives,  comparatively,  less  information  concerning  the 
general  natural  history  of  British  Lichens  than  did  the  good  old  '  English 
Botany,'  which  is  so  apt  now-a-days  to  be  set  aside  by  the  microscope- 
proud  nomenclator. 

The  character  of  many,  at  least,  of  the  "  new  species  "  recorded  in 
Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora '  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  illustra- 
tions. Of  Verrucaria  jwlysticta,  Borr.  (p.  422),  we  are  told  "  This  and/ws- 
cella  may  be  only  states  of  the  same  Lichen."  Then  why  separate  them  until 
they  arc  proved,  by  sutiicient  charactci's,  to  be  distinct,  and  each  to  require 
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specific  appellation?  0(  vnrlety  reikioboht,  VHilwh.,  of  Verrucnria  mnr- 
l/acea,  Wliliib.  (p.  416),  "  It  is  often  difficult  to  separate  tliis  variety 
from  the  type."  Then  why  make  an  arbitrary  division  ?  Lecldta  mih- 
nigrata,  Nyl.  (p.  316),  "  vix  separanda  a  L.  denir/rata"  says  Nylander 
himself,  who  nevertheless  creates  the  separate  species.  Lec'nlea  circnm- 
pnllens,  Nyl.  is  "vix  nisi  varietas  L.  baccilUfirfB'"  (p.  336).  L.  spu- 
dodes,  Nyl.  (p.  361),  is  "closely  allied  to  L.  denigmta,  Fr.,  and  probably 
a  subspecies,  tliough  externally  distinct."  L.  homaloh-opa,  Nyl.  (p.  337) 
is  "  near  to  L.  iirceulatn,  Ach.  Doubtful  if  not  both  referable  to  Mdas- 
■pilea.'"  Var.  flavtns,  Nyl.  of  L.  parasema,  Ach.  (p.  270),  "  Latet  sub 
elcsochroma,  Ach.  (ex  hb.  Ach.)  a  qua  etiain  parnm  diversa."  Then  why 
cundjer  an  alreacly  complex  Lichen-flora  with  unnecessary  names  and 
species  ?  What  necessity  is  there  for,  or  what  advantaji-e  in,  naminu;  and 
givino;  separate  rank  to  such  forms,  conditions,  or  states,  of  species  as 
var.  terredris,  Nyl.  of  Lecanora  varia,  or  form  cmarascens,  Nyl.,  of  L. 
hadla?  This  is  a  kind  and  degree  of  elaboration  that  is  simply  mis- 
chievous. It  would  seem,  moreover,  that,  in  not.  a  few  cases,  species  are 
based  on  a  single  imperfect  specimen.  This  is  the  case  apparently,  for 
instance,  with  Fartmaria  sublaclen,  Leight.  (p.  24-.5),  of  which  it  is  noted 
that  the  spores  are  "  unknown :"  nor  were  tliey  "  seen  "  iu  the  case  of 
P.faginea,  L.  (p.  342). 

In  describing  the  "extensive  portions  of  our  country  still  unexplored 
as  to  Lichens,"  Mr.  Leighton  is  ui  error  in  including  "The  whole  of  tiie 
north  and  north-western  counties  of  Scotland,  including  the  Hebrides,  Ork- 
ney, and  Shetland  Isles."  Por  so  long  ago  as  1841,  the  Hebrides  were 
botanically  "explored"  by  Professors  Balfour,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Babing- 
ton,  of  Cambridge,  whose  "  Catalogue  of  the  plants  gathered  in  the  islands 
of  North  Uist,  Harris  and  Lewis," — including  Lichens, — appeared  in  the 
'Transactions  of  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh,'  in  1844;  while, 
so  lately  as  1866  and  1869,  the  Lichen-flora  of  Caithness,  Sutherland  and 
Inverness-shires,  of  Orkney,  Shethmd,  and  the  Hebrides  was  the  subject  of 
special  investigation  by  Dr.  Lindsay.  Large  collections  were  made,  and  a 
list  of  some  of  the  connnoner  species  has  already  been  pul)lished.  Indeed 
in  Mr.  Leighton's  own  work  he  gives  a  number  of  localities  in  'Lewis' 
(the  Hebrides),  'Orkney';  '  Ht.'brides  '  ;  '  Coygaeh,  Sutherlandshire  ' ; 
'northern  parts  of  Scotland';  'Long  Island'  (=  the  Lews  or  Lewis, 
Hebrides) ;  '  Inchnadanf,  Sutherland' ;  '  Glen  Ach-na-Shilloch,  Iloss-shire' ; 
'Loch  Carron'  (Iloss-sliire) ;  '  Orkney  Islands' ;  '  Brough  Head  in  island 
of  Stronsa,  Orkneys' ;  and  '  Lerwick,  in  Shetland.'  There;  can  be  no  doubt, 
however,  that  for  those  Lichenists,  whose  ambition  is  to  collect  specimens, 
in  the  hope  of  Nylander,  or  other  Continental  nomenclator,  discovering 
novelties  or  rarities  among  their  gatiierings,  there  is  still  ample  scope 
in  the  British  islands,  even  in  tlie  districts  that  have  been  the  most  fre- 
quently and  thoroughly  "  explored."  But  collectors  are  so  much  more 
numerous  than  biologists  that  we  would  counsel  the  student,  instead  of 
hunting  for  "  new  species,"  to  devote  his  attention  to  those  that  have 
been  already  discovered,  making  himself  master,  not  only  of  their  names 
and  their  specific  diagnoses,  but  of  all  llicir  churacters,  including  their 
various  uses.  Such  has  been  the  activity  of  collectors  and  name-givers  of 
late  years,  even  since  the  issue  of  Crombie's  '  Enumeratio'  last  year,  that 
we  can  wcill  alford  to  pause  in  our  ctlbrts  to  add  lo  the  nmiilier  of  the 
British  Lichens,  and  cultivate  a  more  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  pre- 
sent, only  too  numerous,  memburs  of  our  Liehcn-llora. 
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Til  the  foregoiii*  criticism  we  liave  had  occasion  to  indicate  sundry 
defi'cls  of  a  work,  wliicli  we  hope  will  supply  or  correct  them  in  a  second 
edition.  Turniui^  now  to  the  more  agreeable  subject  of  its  merits,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  Leighton's  '  Lichen-flora  '  contains  an  immense 
mass  of  valuable  information  regarding  the  British  Lichens,  arranged  in 
convenient  form,  and  occupying  little  bulk.  This  latest  fruit  of  the  pro- 
lific pen,  and  patient,  laborious  research,  of  our  most  venerable  and  vene- 
rated British  Lichenologist  is  simply  indhjwiimhU  to  all  students  of  the 
British  Lichens ;  and  such  students  are  to  be  found,  not  only  in  "  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Channel  Islands,"  but  in  all  English-speaking 
and  English-reading  countries  throughout  the  civilized  world,  including 
the  principal  nations  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 

W,  Lauder  Lindsay. 


Hardy  Flower n ;  Descriptions  of  upwards  0/  1300  of  the  most  Ornamental 
Species,  and  Birectiuns  for  their  Arrangement,  Culture,  etc.  By  W. 
EoBiNSON,  F.L.S.     London:  Warne  and  Co.     Pp.341.     Svo. 

A  Catalogue  of  Hardy  Perennials^  Bulbs,  Alpine  Plants,  Annuals,  Bien- 
nials, etc.,  including  a  Complete  List  of  British  Flotcering  Plants  and 
Ferns.     By  the  same  Author.     London:   Murray.     Pp.64.     Svo. 

We  have  often  been  asked  by  the  owners  of  gardens,  interested  ia 
botany,  where  they  could  find  a  handbook  in  which  was  gathered  together 
an  account  of  the  common  hardy  cultivated  plants  of  the  country.  A 
little  time  ago  it  was  not  possible  to  answer  the  question  satisfactorily,  but 
now  those  who  want  such  a  book  will  find  in  the  present  work  and  in  a 
similar  one,  published  a  year  ago  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  who  was  formerly 
head  of  the  herbaceous  department  at  Kew,  all  that  they  can  reasonably 
require.  Both  the  authors  are  men  of  large  experience  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  subject  practically,  and  the  books  are  published  at 
such  a  moderate  price  that  they  are  likely  to  command  a  large  circulation. 
We  trust  that  the  publication  of  the  two  works  may  be  taken  as  a  sign 
that  gardening  taste  is  beginning  again  to  flow  in  wider  channels  than 
those  in  which  it  has  run  during  the  last  dozen  or  twenty  years,  for  most 
lovers  of  British  botany  will  agree  with  Mr.  Robinson,  when  he  says,  "  It 
is  to  me  a  cause  of  surprise  that  while  we  find  persons  going  to  great 
expense  to  build  a  glass  box  wherein  to  preserve  a  little  of  the  pretty 
vegetatiop  of  New  Holland,  and  other  warm  climates,  which  is  of  neces- 
sity always  less  beautiful  and  less  satisfactory  than  vegetation  flourishing 
in  the  free  air,  we  may  seek  in  vain  in  their  gardens  for  a  group  of  the 
noble  hardy  Lilies,  for  the  vividly  coloured  and  beautiful  early  spring 
flowers  of  northern  and  temperate  climes,  or  for  any  interesting  and 
beautiful  hardy  vegetation.  We  live  in  a  country  which  is,  on  the  whole, 
better  calculated  for  the  successful  culture  of  the  most  beautiful  vegetation 
of  northern  and  temperate  climes  than  any  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and, 
at  present,  we  take  as  much  advantage  of  it  as  if  we  lived  in  one  where 
from  extremes  of  some  sort,  such  vegetation  could  not  exist,  and  where 
extraordinary  and  expensive  artificial  means  were  requisite  for  tht;  enjoy- 
ment of  a  little  vegetable  beauty.  That  the  natives  of  cool  latitudes  are 
of  an  inferior  degree  of  beauty  cannot  be  admitted.  Travellers  who  love 
many  aspects  of  vegetation  give  the  palm  to  that  of  the  meadows,  heaths, 
and  uplands  of  cool  countries,  and  tlie  high  mountain  sides,  near  the  line 
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of  perpetual  snow  ;  and,  certain  it  is,  that  the  finest  Orchids  of  our  stores 
do  not  sur|)ass  in  beauty  Lilies  and  Irises,  that  are  as  easily  grown  as 
common  iSeakale  "   (pp.  2-3). 

The  bulk  of  the  present  work  is  taken  up  with  a  catalogue,  arranged 
in  alphabetical  order,  of  thirteen  hundred  species  of  perennial  duration, 
selected  from  the  great  mass  of  hardy  plants  on  account  of  their  superior 
beauty,  with  a  description  of  the  general  habit  of  each,  the  colour  of  its 
flowers,  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  appears,  the  kind  of  soil  and  situa- 
tion for  which  each  is  best  fitted,  and  tlie  mode  in  which  it  can  be  most 
readily  propagated.  Of  course,  such  a  list  of  favourite  plants  made  by 
one  man  will  never  contain  everything  that  another  would  wish  to  see  in 
it,  but  the  selection  of  genera  and  species  has  been  made  with  great  care 
and  judgment.  The  rest  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  chapters  of  general 
directions  as  to  cultivation,  with  advice  on  the  subject  of  arranging  plants 
to  the  best  advantage  for  display,  and  with  copious  lists  of  species  of 
different  habit,  colour  of  flower,  time  of  blooming,  etc.  The  following  is 
the  plan  of  a  bed  of  Lilies  selected  from  a  number  that  are  given  in  the 
chapter  on  the  grouping  of  hardy  perennials  : — 

"This  shall  be  a  grand  bed  of  Lilies.  Unhappily  the  fine  hardy  kinds 
of  Lilies  are  anything  but  as  plentiful  as  they  should  be,  tliough  in  a  free 
rich  soil  they  increase  readily  enough.  Few  may  have  them  sufficiently 
plentiful  for  some  time  to  make  beds  of  them,  but  when  once  people  know 
how  truly  fine  they  are  when  seen  well  arrany,ed  in  a  large  bed  in  an 
isolated  place,  they  will  hardly  rest  content  without  such  glorious  garden 
ornaments.  With  such  kinds  as  Lilinm  testaceinii  and  t'ujrinum,  var.  Fortiniei 
in  the  centre,  surrounded  by  the  queenly  caud'uhm,  burnished  croceum, 
spotted  canadetise,  pomponium,  colchicum,  vivid  chalcedoidcim ,  and  gradu- 
ally worked  down  to  the  edge  with  dwarf  but  beautiful  kinds,  like  exi- 
rriivni,  loncjiflorum,  and  tenuifolinm,  a  large  circular  oval  bed  might  be 
made  in  the  grass  in  some  isolated  spot  which  for  the  highest  beauties  of 
colour,  form,  and  fragrance,  for  in  fact  almost  every  quality  by  which 
vegetable  beauty  endears  itself  to  us,  could  not  be  surpassed  by  any 
arrangement  of  indoor  or  outdoor  plants.  The  only  precaution  that  need 
be  mentioned  is,  that  to  grow  Lilies  well  they  should  have  three  feet,  or 
nearly  that,  of  free  loamy  earth  with  a  good  dash  of  vegetable  raouhl  in 
it"  (pp.  12-13). 

Of  the  catalogue  we  need  say  little  beyond  what  is  contained  in  the 
title,  and  letting  our  readers  know  that  there  is  such  a  list  in  existence,  if 
they  require  it.  It  is  intended,  like  the  '  London  Catalogue,'  especially 
for  nuuking  desiderata,  aiul  for  enabling  collectors  to  check  off,  in  a  handy 
printed  list,  the  species  they  possess.  No  authorities  are  given  with  the 
names,  and  a  large  numl)er  of  mere  garden-names  are  included  ;  i)nt  the 
duration  of  each  species  is  indicated,  and  those  that  are  wild  in  Britain 
are  printed  in  a  different  type  to  the  rest. — J.  G.  13. 


|iotnnical  |lcl\3S. 


The  publication  of  Jordan's  '  Icones,'  which  was  interrupted  by  the 
Avar,  in  one  of  the  engagements  of  which  his  young  coadjutor  Fourreau 
was  killed,  has  now  been  resumed.  Parts  53  to  5(5  have  now  been  re- 
ceived in  England,  devoted  to  "  splits"  of  Salvia  verbeuaca  (of  which  ten 
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are  dcfiiiod  imder  tlie  generic  luirne  GallUric/iivjn,  one  of  wliioli,  ciilled 
G.  atiglicnm.,  conies  from  Wembury  in  Devonshire),  Jndrosace  carnea, 
Jlliuw.  Chcniicemoly  and  Mnscari  racewosum  and  botryoides.  As  usual, 
the  phites  are  very  carefully  drawn  and  naturally  coloured. 

Dr.  Eichler  is  pushing  forward  the  publication  of  '  Flora  Brasiliensis ' 
with  great  energy.  The  parts  just  issued  comprise  the  monographs  of 
Klatt  on  the  Iridacecp ;  A.  W.  Bennett  on  IhjdroleacecB,  HydropJiyllacere 
and  PedaliftecE ;  Engler  on  SaxifrngacefP ;  Baker  on  Comiaracetje  and 
Ampelidecs ;  the  first  portion  of  Doell  on  GraminecB,  and  several  sheets  of 
index  to  parts  published  previously. 

The  part  for  1870  of  the  Copenhagen  '  Botanisk  Tidsskrift '  contains 
a  paper  by  Professor  Lange  on  the  cliaracters  derived  from  the  shape  of 
the  seeds  and  the  sculpturing  of  the  testa,  of  which  we  shoidd  like  to 
give  our  readers  an  abstract,  if  any  of  our  contributors  covdd  read  Danish. 
It  treats  specially  of  Vyrolacece,  Broseracea,  Cerastium  and  Fedicularis, 
and  there  are  plates  of  the  seeds  of  twenty-live  species  of  the  last  genus. 

A  lecture  was  given  at  llichmond  on  the  last  Friday  in  September  by 
Mr.  M.  Moggridge  on  the  scenery,  geology,  and  botany  of  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mentone,  the  natiu'al  history  of  which  he  and  his  son  have  done 
so  much  lately  to  explore  and  illustrate.  The  greatest  height  that  can  be 
reached  by  walking  parties  from  the  town,  returning  the  same  day,  is  the 
peak  of  Granmendo,  4523  feet  in  elevation,  coniuianding  splendid  views, 
and  yielding  to  the  botanist  many  truly  alpine  plants  ;  whilst  late  in  the 
spring  it  is  dotted  over  with  tlie  crimson  blossoms  of  the  wild  Peony 
(Pfsonia  peregriva).  At  the  sea  level  the  olive  becomes  a  forest  tree;  and 
the  lemon,  far  more  delicate,  yields  four  crops  in  the  year.  He  has  lately 
discovered  in  the  neighbourhood  worked  flints,  imbedded  in  solid  breccia, 
at  a  depth  of  thirty  feet,  in  company  with  the  bones  of  the  bear,  hyena, 
and  rhinoceros. 

At  the  exhibition  of  the  Eoyal  Horticultural  Society  at  South  Kensing- 
ton, in  the  first  week  of  October,  an  interesting  feature  was  the  collection 
of  fungi,  edible  contrasted  with  poisonous  and  unwholesome  species, 
shovvn  in  competition  this  year,  as  in  previous  ones,  for  a  prize  offered  by 
Mr.  Wilson  Saunders.  The  main  exhibitors  were  Mr.  Worthington  Smith, 
Mr.  English  of  Epping,  and  Messrs.  Hoyle  and  Austen  of  Reading  ;  the 
latter  of  Avhom  took  in  conjunction  the  principal  prizes.  An  address  on 
the  subject  of  the  suitability  of  fungi  for  food  was  delivered  by  the 
Eev.  M.  J.  Berkeley,  and  attentively  listened  to  by  a  large  gathering  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  this  year's  exhibi- 
tion was  a  decided  advance  on  any  of  its  predecessors. 

There  is  an  abstract  in  the  '  Gardener's  Chronicle'  for  September  30  of 
an  interesting  series  of  observations  by  Professor  Goeppert,  of  Breslau,  on 
the  protective  influence  as  regards  the  temperature  of  the  soil  exercised  by 
a  thick  layer  of  snow.  In  February  of  tlie  present  j'ear  he  took  the 
temperature  three  times  daily  in  the  air  and  twice  below  the  snow,  and 
found  that  whilst  the  daily  means  oscillated  between  2-8°  Cent,  on  the 
16th  instant,  and  17'6°  on  the  sixth,  the  average  below  the  surface  was 
1'5°  on  the  former  day  and  5°  on  the  latter.  He  ascribes  the  loss  of 
many  alpine  species  in  lowland  gardens  to  the  want  of  a  protective  layer 
of  snow  during  the  winter  season.  Those  interested  in  the  subject  ought 
to  read  the  paper  in  detail. 

Jp7'opos  of  the  dehiscence  of  the  anthers  o^  Parnassia,  on  which  Mr. 
A.  W.  Bennett  has  a  paper  in  '  Liiiiican  Journal,'  vol.  ix.,  Professor  Asa 
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Gray  states  that  lie  re-examined  P.  caroliniana  carefully  in  a  living  state, 
and' finds  the  anthers  are  quite  as  much  introrseas  extrorse  as  to  insertion, 
and  truly  introrse  for  dehiscence.  A  transverse  section  removes  all  doubt, 
showing  the  connective  to  be  posterior,  and  the  anther,  consequently,  to 
be  as  truly  introrse  as  possible. 

Mr.  MacOwan,  of  Gill  College,  Somerset  East,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  who 
has  been  working  very  energetically  lately  in  the  exploration  of  the  eastern 
tracts  of  the  colony,  and  has  established  amongst  the  few  Cape  botanists 
an  Exchange  Club,  on  the  model  of  our  English  one,  writes  to  say  that  he 
wishes  to  be  introduced  to  some  British  and  European  botanists  desirous  of 
having  eastern  Cape  plants.  For  Britain  he  possesses  only  the  wreck  of 
a  collection  almost  destroyed  in  transit  to  the  colony,  and  for  western 
and  central  Europe  nothing  at  all.  We  hope  that  some  of  our  readers 
will  be  able  to  help  him,  and  can  speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  the 
excellence  of  the  specimens  he  sends  out. 

The  meetings  of  the  Linnean  Society  will  be  resumed  to-morrow, 
November  2,  for  the  winter,  beginning  at  the  regular  hour,  eight  o'clock. 

A  report  of  the  result  so  far  of  the  labours  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  who  went 
out  from  Kew  in  1868  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Cinchona  planta- 
tion in  St.  Helena,  and  improving  generally  its  arlioriculture,  has  been 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Melliss,  the  late  surveyor  of  the  Crown  lands  in  the 
island,  who  is  now  in  this  country.  A  suitable  plot  of  land  for  the 
Cinchona,  five  acres  in  extent,  was  secured  on  the  southern  and  windward 
side  of  the  great  central  bridge,  at  an  elevation  of  2600  feet  above  the  sea. 
Several  Cinchona  plants,  including  some  raised  from  seed  a  year  or  two 
previous  to  1868,  were  placed  out  in  different  parts  of  the  high  lands, 
secluded  spots,  safe  from  the  tracks  of  cattle,  amongst  the  native  vegeta- 
tion, being  selected  for  thein ;  and  in  the  following  year  (1860)  the 
general  planting  of  5  acres  commenced,  sufficient  young  plants  by  that  time 
having  been  raised  by  seed,  given  to  the  island  by  Dr.  Hooker.  At  the 
present  time  the  plantation  presents,  in  a  healthy  thriving  condition,  500 
trees  of  Cinchona  siuxiruhra  and  300  of  C.  oJflcbiaUs,  numbering  in  all 
800  plants;  the  tallest  of  these  is  a  plant  of  0.  uJflcinaUx,  raised  by  Mr. 
Melliss,  and  planted  out  on  the  high  land  on  October  14,  1868.  it  now 
measures  7  feet  2  inches  above  the  ground.  The  next  tallest  tree  in  the 
plantation  is  one  of  C.  succlrubra,  planted  out  m  i\Iay,  1869,  and  now 
measuring  6  feet  above  the  ground.  About  300  of  those  first  put  out 
average  a  height  of  4  feet  6  inches,  and  the  remainder  vary  from  that 
down  to  6  inches.  The  cultivation  of  the  species  C.  Calisui/a  and  C. 
Pahndiana  has  not  been  continued,  because  it  was  found  that  in  St. 
Helena  they  do  not  grow  so  well  as  the  other  species.  The  nature  of 
the  ground  forming  the  plantation  is  very  steep  and  rugged,  which 
prevents  it  from  being  plant(!(l  very  thickly.  It  is  incapable  of  con- 
taining more  plants;  and  the  fact  of  the  surrounding  Lmd  l)i'ing  in 
the  hands  of  private  persons,  who  do  not  as  yet  see  tiie  advantage; 
to  be  derived  from  the  cultivation  of  this  valuable  plant,  is  the  chief 
reason  for  the  non-extension  of  the  plantation.  The  actual  cost  of  these 
800  trees,  exclusive  of  Mr.  Chalmers'  sahiry,  and  such  outlay  as  could 
not  be  fairly  charged  against  a  limited  number  of  plants,  has  been 
£244.  196'.  3f/.,  or  very  little  over  6s.  a  tree.  He  has  also  planted  out  a 
number  of  trees  of  Jrancuria  excdsa,  Jtmiperus  denniidia/ia,  Piiiios  Pi- 
nader,  Podocarpits  don  (/a  Ins,  Encah/ptns  divcrsifolia,  and  Jcacia  lonrji- 
folia,  and  is  trying  to  introduce  the  cultivaiion  of  Tobacco  and  Guinea 
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?T('mp  {Sanseviera  gubieenvs),  the  latter  valuable  for  its  fibre  ;  and  is 
training  up  a  number  of  apprentices  with  a  view  of  their  ultimately 
becoming  useful  in  the  island,  where  the  arts  of  horticulture  and  arbo- 
riculture have  been  for  many  years  much  neglected. 

The  twentieth  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science  was  held  in  Indianopolis,  Indiana,  from  the  16th  to  the 
21st  of  August,  under  the  presidency  of  Professor  Asa  Gray.  The 
number  of  members  in  attendance  is  stated  to  have  been  about  200, 
which  is  about  the  same  as  in  three  previous  years.  An  interesting  ex- 
cursion was  made  to  the  coalfields  of  Indiana,  which  were  visited  by  400 
excursionists.  They  travelled  in  ciglit  coaches,  and  rested  for  the  night 
at  Terre  Haute,  a  town  of  20,000  inhabitants,  where  lectures  were 
delivered  by  IMr.  Waterhouse  Hawkins  on  winged  reptiles,  and  by  Dr. 
Gray  on  the  fertilization  of  flowers  by  insects.  The  botanical  papers  read 
in  the  Section  were — "  On  the  Organic  Identity  of  the  Albumen  and 
Endopleura  of  Seeds,"  by  T.  C.  Hilyard  ;  "The  Monocotyledon  the 
Universal  Type  of  Seeds,"  by  T.  C.  Meehan  ;  "  On  the  Apparently  One- 
ranked  Phyllotaxis  of  Bnptisia  perf 011(110."  and  "  On  the  Phyllotaxis  of 
CncurhitacetB,''  by  H.  W.  Eavenel ;  and  "On  the  Abies  Douglam  and  a 
New  Species  or  peculiar  variety  of  A.  balsamifera  from  the  Rocky 
Mountains,"  by  G.  C.  Swallow. 

A  very  elaborate  handbook  of  botanical  geography  will  shortly  be  pub- 
lished under  the  title  of  '  Vegetation  der  Erde  iiach  klimatischer  Ordnung,' 
by  Professor  Grisebach,  of  Gottingen,  well  known  by  his  monograph  of 
Gentirnidcerp,  afterwards  adapted  for  De  CandoUe's  '  Prodromus,'  and  by 
his  '  Flora  of  the  British  West  Indian  Islands.'  It  will  occupy  two  octavo 
volumes  of  six  hundred  pages  each,  and  no  doubt  will  be  a  most  valuable 
accession  to  the  literature  of  the  subject. 

The  second  volume  of  the  'Flora  of  Tropical  Africa,'  containing  the  Orders 
from  LeguminoHce  to  Ficoidere,  has  appeared.  As  in  the  previous  volume, 
Prof.  Oliver  has  secured  the  assistance  of  several  botanists ;  but  he  has 
taken  the  great  proportion  of  the  work  on  his  own  shoulders.  He  is 
author  of  the  following  Natural  Orders : — Legimmiosce  (excepting  the 
PapiUovacea,  which  have  been  monographed  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Baker),  lio- 
mcere,  Saxifragece,  Droseracers,  HamuincliderE,  Halorageiv,  RhizophorciP, 
Oixigrarh'fE,  Cactncea,  and  Yico'uhre ;  Craumdacefe  are  the  work  of  Mr. 
James  Britten ;  CornbretacerE  and  Myrtacea,  of  Prof.  Lawson  ;  Melasfo- 
macere,  Cucnrbitacere,  and  Begoniacc(S,  of  Dr.  Hooker  ;  Lylhracere,  of  Mr. 
W.  P.  Hiern  ,  Samydace^E,  Loasacece,  Tnrnernce(B,  and  I'assifhrea,  of  Dr. 
blasters.  The  proportion  of  new  species  is  very  large ;  and  a  new  genus 
of  FfipiUo7iacea  {Platysejjalum,  "Welw.  mss.),  allied  to  Millettia,  is  de- 
scribed. 

For  the  encouragemerit  of  the  Saturday  half-holiday  in  London  in  con- 
nection with  the  field  excursions  for  natural  history  purposes  which  have 
sprung  out  of  it,  prizes  to  the  amount  of  thirty  guineas  are  ofl'ered  by  the 
Duchess  of  Sutherland,  the  Countess  of  Ducie,  and  the  Marquis  of  West- 
minster, for  the  competition  of  members  of  botanical,  microscopical,  and 
geological  clubs,  aorking-meu's  clubs,  and  the  unprofessional  naturalists 
of  London  generally.  The  subjects  selected  by  the  prize-givers  require 
from  the  competitors  an  acquaintance  with  the  mosses,  pond-microzoa, 
and  fossils  of  the  London  district,  obtained  by  Saturday  afternoon  excur- 
sions to  be  made  during  the  next  twelve  months.  The  prizes  are  offered 
through  the  Early  Closing  Association. 
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ON  THE  BOTANY  OP  THE  LIZARD  PENINSULA. 

By  J.  G.  Baker,  F.L.S. 

Cornwall  is  one  of  those  counties  of  Britain  the  distribution  of  plants 
within  which  is  most  imperfectly  registered.     As  an  extreme  term  for  the 
island  both  in  climate  and  geographical  position  it  possesses  a  special 
interest,  and  its  geological  character  is  in  addition  so  peculiar,  tliat  it 
vvoidd  be  very  interesting  to  have  its  flora  worked  out  in  full  detail.     It 
is  likely  that  there  is  not  much  left  to  be  done  in  discovering  rarities 
within    its    area,   but   a   botanist,   like    myself— coming    there   from   the 
eastern  or  central  parts  of  the  island,  and  knowing  its  flora  so  far  as  pub- 
lished records  reach,  the  species  that  grow  within  the  county  as  a  whole, 
with  a  notion   of  comparative  abundance  and  dispersion  of  tlie  special 
rarities — finds  much  to  interest  him  in  seeing  how  abundant  some  of  tlie 
specially   western  species  are,  and  how  many  plants  which  he  takes  for 
granted  are  likely  to  be  common,  are  fouiul  to  be  rare,  or  even  altogether 
absent,  from  wide  tracts.     It  is  as  a  contribution  towards  a  Cornish  flora 
of  this  kind  that  these  notes  are  put  on  record.     The  Lizard  peninsula 
is  not  oidy  tlie  most  southern,  but  botanically  the  most  characteristic 
and    interesting    part    of    the    county.      The    following    list  was    made 
during    a   visit   paid    in    August    of  the   present   year   by   Mr.  A.   VV. 
Bennett  and  myself  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  T,  R.  A.  Briggs,  whose 
previous  knowledge  of  the  district,  and  intimate  ])ractical  acquaintance 
with  west-country  species  in  a  living  state,  enabled  us  to  make  tlie  cata- 
logue  much    more   complete   than   it  would  otherwise  have  been.     The 
line    of    north    limit    within    which     we    restricted    ourselves    was    the 
liigh   road    that    passes   from    Falmouth    to    Helston    through    Penryn, 
This  encloses  an  area  of  something  like  a  hundred  square  miles,  and  in- 
cludes, in  addition  to  the  Serpentine  region  that  fills  up  all  the  southern 
part  of  the  Lizard  promontory,  both  a  tract  on  the  north  of  it,  underhiid 
by  sediinentary  Devonian  strata,  and  a  slice  out  of  the  tract  of  low  undu- 
lated granite  hills  that  fills  up  portions  of  the  central  ridge  of  the  county, 
and   the  whole  of  the  extreme  west  between  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  and  the 
Land's  End.     The  Serpentine  extends  from  the  west  shore  of  the  Lizard 
promontory  at  Mullion,  past  the  north  side  of  Gooidiilly  Downs,  to  the 
op])osite  shore  at  Manaecan,  filling  up  an  area  of  forty  square  miles.    The 
centre  of  this  is  a  bare  uncultivated  heathery  plateau,  rising  to  not  more 
than  three  or  four  hundred  feet  above  sea-level,  almost  entirely  destitute 
even  of  planted  trees,  but  a  bare  unbroken  waste,  extending  in  one  part 
nearly  from  shore  to  shore,  with   abundance  of  Furze,  both  vernal  and 
autumnal,  intermixed  with  four  kinds  of  Heath,  the  three  that  grow  every- 
where, and  vriffo?is  more  abundant  than  any  of  them,  no  ciliaris  here  at 
all,  although  it  is  plentiful  a  little  beyond  our  bounds  about  Truro,  broad 
open   grass-bordered  roads  edged   with   A(/r(>>itiii  viili/arix,   Ft'sl/icd  oci/ui, 
Aira  caryoplnjlha,  and  Trlodiu,  with  Plantayo  niarilima  and  Coroiiopus, 
Sar/ina  nodosa  and  .-//// It  r  in  is  nobilis  mixed  abundantly  amongst  them,  and 
peaty  pools  in  which   the  streamlets  that   run  down  the  shore  lake  their 
rise,  yielding  plenty  of   Scirpim  /InUaiis,  Jitncns  siijiiiins,  JMosciudium 
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mundatum,  Myriophyllnm  alter iiiflorum,  IhjdrocoUjle,  and  Peplis ;  but  no- 
wliere  any  scrap  to  be  seen  of  Brosera,  Sphagumn,  or  Narthecium,  all  of 
which  are  common  enough  upon  Dartmoor.  This  curious  Serpentine 
region  is  not  drained  by  any  streamlet,  even  of  moderate  size,  but  only  a 
few  little  rills  run  from  the  central  moor  to  flow  into  the  hollows  between 
the  great  sea-crags,  which  are  very  fine  all  round  this  portion  of  the  coast, 
but  often  only  to  be  seen  frona  the  sea,  or  at  considerable  risk  aud  expen- 
diture of  time  from  below  at  low  tide.  On  tlie  soutlieru  and  western  side 
of  the  down,  between  the  little  villages  of  Lizard-town,  Llandevvednack, 
Cadgwith,  and  the  three  neighbouring  hamlets  that  take  their  name  from 
Saint  Riian,  the  country  is  to  a  large  extent  brought  under  cultivation  to 
the  very  edge  of  the  scabank,  but  even  here  there  are  no  hedges,  and  the 
pastures  and  corn  or  forage  rtelds  are  separated  from  one  another  only  by 
walls  or  eartliy  banks,  on  the  top  of  which  it  is  the  custom  of  the  country 
to  carry  the  footpaths.  So  tliat  it  is  only  about  the  lower  part  of  some 
of  the  streamlets  that  we  get  in  the  Serpentine  tract  any  fruticose  or  ar- 
boreal vegetation,  except  it  be  a  row  of  planted  Tamarisks,  or  a  stray 
Apple-tree,  or  an  Elder,  or  planted  Poplar  near  a  house ;  and  even  in  the 
midst  of  summer  the  region  looks  very  monotonous  and  dreary,  with  no- 
thing to  check  any  wind  that  blows  from  east  or  Avest  or  south  from 
sweeping  right  across  it,  and  nothing  to  shelter  plant  or  belated  traveller 
from  rain  or  storm,  except  a  wall  or  earth-bank  three  or  four  feet  in  height, 
and  not  even  that  for  miles  across  the  open  down.  In  considering  the 
flora  of  the  district,  these  circumstances  need  to  be  prominently  borne  in 
mind,  for  not  only  does  there  result  from  this  exposedness  a  great  cutting- 
off  of  sylvan  and  septal  species  that  might  otherwise  be  expected,  but 
many  well-known  plants  put  on  peculiar  forms,  clearly  in  consequence  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  they  are  placed.  Of  Genidn  tiric- 
torla,  Arenaria  verua,  and  Spart'mm  scoparlnm,  varieties  from  the  district 
have  been  named  already,  and  we  may  instance  also  AnthijlUs  Vidneraria  {A. 
Dillenu)  and  Lotus  coriiicnlatus,  as  occurring  with  fleshy  leaves,  and  more 
or  less  reddish  flowers,  Poterium  ScmgiiiHorba,  SaugniHorba  officinalis, 
Serratula  tindoria,  and  Centaurea  nigra,  reduced  down  in  extreme  cases  to 
monocephalous  forms  two  or  three  inches  in  height,  and  Daucns  maritiin/is 
and  Crithiiium  dwarfed  down  to  a  single  tuft  of  radical  leaves,  with  a  single 
umbel  nearly  or  quite  sessile  in  the  centre.  There  is  very  little  scope  in 
the  Serpentine  tract  for  the  maritime  plants  that  affect  sandy  beaches.  Of 
the  walls  and  earthbauks  that  border  the  shore,  the  most  abundant  plants 
are  Armcria  maritima,  Ceraslium  tctrandrnm,  Spergidaria  riipestris,  Silene 
mnrifima,  and  Beta  maritima,  with  a  wonderful  quantity  of  Crithmum  and 
Itamalina  scopnlurum  everywhere  about  the  rocks,  and  on  the  sandy  slopes 
Aira  caryophijllea,  Thymus,  Jasione,  Plantago  Corunopus,  Herniaria,  Scilla 
vei'na  and  S.  autumnalis,  and  Sedum.  anglicum.  On  the  north  of  the 
Serpentine  tract  we  pass  on  the  north-east  of  Goonhilly  Downs  about 
Manaccan,  Helford,  St.  Martin,  and  St.  Anthony,  into  a  tract  of  Devonian 
country  where  there  are  lanes  and  hedgerows,  in  which  shade-loving  plants 
like  Hypericum  Androsmnum.,  Calamintha  officinalis,  Aspidium  angulnre, 
and  Nephrodium  femulum  show  themselves,  and  where  Erica  vagam,  Her- 
niaria glabra,  Arenaria  verna,  the  Scillas,  and  many  more  special  Serpen- 
tine species  are  left  behind.  The  creek  that  runs  into  the  interior,  south 
of  Falmouth,  for  many  miles,  and  nearly  joins  at  its  head  the  hollows 
that  run  down  in  a  western  direction  past  Helston  to  Looe  pool  vvoidd. 
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perhaps,  have  been  a  more  natural  northern  boundary  for  our  list  than 
the  one  we  have  taken.  North  of  the  creek,  the  space  between  the  eastern 
and  western  shore  of  the  promontory  is  not  less  than  ten  miles,  and  there 
is  in  the  centre  a  tract  of  undulated  f^ranite-country  that  stretches  from 
Constantine  and  Helstoii  beyond  our  bounds  into  the  centre  of  the  county, 
and  on  the  east  of  tliis,  stretching  down  to  the  shore  of  Falmouth,  ex- 
tends a  tract  of  still  more  decidedly  sylvan  and  sheltered  Devonian  country 
which  furnishes  a  marked  contrast  with  the  Serpentine.  Here  are  situated, 
on  the  sloping  banks  of  a  small  stream,  opening  out  towards  the  south- 
east to  the  mouth  of  Falmouth  harbour,  the  garden  and  grounds  of  Pen- 
gerrick,  the  residence  of  E.  VV.  Fox,  Esq.,  F.R.S,,  in  which  are  cultivated 
in  the  open  air  a  large  number  of  trees  and  shrubs  of  delicate  constitution, 
that  cannot  be  grown  without  winter-shelter  round  London.  We  saw 
here  a  Rlaododendroti,  measuring  180  feet  in  circumference,  and  well- 
established  trees  or  bushes,  grown  without  shelter,  of  Erica  arhorea, 
Lauras  Camphora,  various  species  of  Encalyptus,  Metroslderos,  and  Mela- 
leuca, several  of  the  long-leaved  Mexican  Pines  and  Sikkim  Riiododen- 
drons,  Chanieerops  hiimUis,  Benlhamla,  Arbutus,  and  Pernettya  with  ripe 
fruit,  a  ti'ee  of  Prnnus  Laurocerasus,  40-.50  feet  high,  with  a  trunk  as 
thick  as  a  man's  bodv,  tloweriny:  tufts  of  Phorminm  teiiax,  bushes  of  blue- 
flowered  Hydrangeas  growing  by  dozens  like  Willows  by  the  stream-side, 
Aponoyeton  didachynm.  producing  copious  Howers  and  fruit,  acclimatized 
IHeris  crelica,  and  JFuodwardia  radlcans,  Selayineila  Kraussin na  making 
itself  quite  at  home  amongst  the  grass  of  the  lawn  mixed  with  indiiienous 
IJypnnm  and  PlaylocJtila,  Echcveriu  glauca  growing  out  pei-manently  in 
beds  with  Canarian  Sempervicuju  and  Cape  Mesembryanthemuuis,  and  many 
other  interesting  indications  of  what  horticulture  may  accomplish  in  a 
climate  where  tiie  thermometer  seldom  sinks  below  freezing-point,  and 
bedding  Geraniums  {Pelargonium  zonale)  last  sometimes  through  winter 
without  drooping  their  leaves. 

In  the  following  catalogue  we  have  noted  only  those  species  which  we 
saw  ourselves  in  an  excursion  of  four  days'  duration,  during  which  we 
directed  our  attention  specially  to  the  dis|)ersion  of  the  mass  of  species,  in 
preference  to  spending  our  time  in  searching  minutely  for  rarities  already 
record(!(l.  At  the  time  of  our  visit,  of  course  some  of  the  early-tlowcring 
plants  were  no  longer  recognizable.  For  instance,  we  could  not  make  out  at 
Caerthilian  the  three  rare  Trefoils  (Bocconi,  strictum,  and  Moliuerii)  which 
grow  there  in  company  on  an  exposed  sandy  bank,  and  are  in  perfection 
in  June.  I  have  noted  also  in  their  regular  sequence  several  plants  wiiich 
we  expected,  but  fjiiled  to  see,  as  many  conunon  species  fall  under  this 
head,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  desiderata  of  this  Lizard  Hora 
furnish  one  of  its  most  remarkal)le  characteristics.  It  is  likely  that  the 
plants  which  we  failed  to  see  are  at  most  comparative  rarities,  but  I  lio[)e 
that  those  who  follow  us  into  tin;  district  will  take  our  catalogue  as  a 
basis,  and  ])lace  their  additions  to  it  njion  record,  ami  tiiat  botanists  of 
the  Peninsula,  residents  and  visitors,  will  bear  in  nuMuory  that  an  interest- 
ing question  in  Knglish  botanical- geography,  about  wliiili  as  yet  very 
little  has  been  said,  in  addition  to  what  Mr.  Watson  has  summari/.cd  by 
gathering  together  the  plants  of  a  strikingly  eastern  plan  of  dis|)ersion 
under  his  (icrnianic  type  of  distribution,  is  how  many  plants  common 
enough  all  through  the  centre  of  l*]ngland  run  out  more  or  less  deciileilly 
in  the  south-west. 
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Clematis  Vitalha.     Pengerrick  woods. 

Thalictrum  flaviim.     Not  seen. 

Anemone  nemorosa.     Noted  only  in  the  granite  tract  west  of  Penryn. 

Ranunculus  aquatilis.     Not  seen. 

R.  liederaceus.  Frequent  in  ditclies  and  streamlets.  R.  Lenormandi 
and  R.  tripartitus  looked  for  without  success. 

R.  Flammula.     Frequent,  with  \&x.  pseiido-reptans. 

R.  Lingua.  Sparingly  among  reeds  at  the  mouth  of  the  stream  at 
Gunwallo. 

R.  acris.     Common. 

R.  repens.     Common. 

R.  bulbosHS.     Not  seen. 

R.  hirsntus.     Frequent  by  roadsides  and  about  houses. 

R.  sceleratus  and  arvensis.     Not  seen. 

Caltha  palustris.     Not  seen. 

Aquilegia  vulgaris.  Hedgebanks  in  the  Devonian  tract  about  Manaccan 
and  Durgan,  looking  indigenous. 

Papaver  liyhridmn.     Once  seen  in  a  cornfield  near  MuUion. 

P.  Rhceas.  Everywhere  common ;  var.  strigosuni,  by  side  of  a  road  at 
St.  Euan. 

P.  duhimn.     Never  seen. 

Chelidonium  majus.     Hedgebank  in  Helford  village. 

Glaucium  luteum.     Sandy  shore  of  the  Helford  Creek  at  Durgan. 

Famaria  pallidijlora.  Once  seen  by  the  side  of  the  road  going  out  of 
Cadgwith  to  Poltesco. 

P.  confusa.     Frequent  in  corn  and  turnip-fields, 

F.  officinalis.     Common. 

Coronopus  diJyma.  Everywhere  one  of  the  commonest  weeds  about 
farmhouses  and  villages. 

C.  Ruellii.     In  similar  places  to  the  last  but  much  less  frequent. 

Lejndium  Smit/iii.  Everywhere  frequent,  on  the  earthy  banks,  by  the 
sides  of  the  roads,  and  between  the  fields. 

L.  campestre.     Not  seen. 

CocJilearia  officinalis.     In  several  places  among  the  sea  cliiFs. 

C.  danica.     By  the  shore  at  Gunwallo  and  Helford. 

Draha  verna.     Wall  tops. 

Koniga  maritima.     Earth-bank  at  Lizard  town  near  a  garden. 

Cardamine  pratensis.     Not  common. 

C  liirsuta.     Eoadsides,  unfrequent. 

C.  sylvatica.     Wallside  at  Falmouth. 

Barbarea  vulgaris.     Unfrequent. 

B.  freecox.     Eoadsides  near  villages  Helford,  Euan-Minor,  etc. 

Nasturtium  officinale.  Common  in  ponds  and  ditches.  Var.  siifoUmn, 
in  the  low  part  of  the  Caerthilian  streamlet. 

N.  terrestre  and  N.  sylvestre.     Neither  seen. 

Sisymbrium  officinale.     Common. 

Erysimum  miliaria.     Not  seen. 

Cheii-antlms  Cheiri.     Casual  on  walls  at  Penryn,  etc. 

Brassica  Rapa.     Frequent  in  cultivated  fields. 

B.  oleracea.  All  through  the  western  half  of  Cornwall  they  have  a 
plan  in  the  cornfields  of  gathering  the  refuse  together  in  heaps  three  or 
four  yards  in  diameter,  and  planting  upon  these  a  crop  of  Cabbages,  and 
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when  the  Cabbages  are  grown  and  taken  away,  spreading  what  remains 
over  the  Unid.  At  the  time  of  our  visit,  late  in  August,  the  corn  was 
reaped,  and  these  Cabbage  '  pies  '  stood  conspicuously  exposed.  Of 
course  the  plan  of  proceeding  abstracts  a  good  piece  of  the  held  from  its 
proper  crop,  and  it  is  looked  upon  by  the  rising  geneiation  as  old- 
fashioned  and  unprofitable. 

Sinapis  ai'vensis.     Common. 

S.  alha.     Once  seen  on  a  rubbish-heap  at  Llandewednack. 

S.  nigra.     Everywhere  common  by  roadsides  and  in  cultivated  fields. 

Raphanus  Raphanhtrmn.     Frequent. 

R.  maritmus.     In  many  places  near  the  shore  round  the  Serpentine 
from  Kynance  to  Cadgwith. 

Reseda  luteola.     Everywhere  common  on  earthy  banks,  and  as  a  weed 
in  cultivated  fields. 

R.  liiteu.     Not  seen. 

R.  snffruticulosa.     One  plant  on  the  shore  of  Falmouth  Harbour,  near 
the  pier. 

HeliautJiemnm.     The   genus   seems    to    be   entirely   absent   from   the 
county,  and  is  not  known  about  Plymouth. 

Viola  paludris  and  V.  odorata.     Neither  seen. 

V.  hirta.     On  the  Serpentine  at  Kynance  Cove,  and  in  the  Devonian 
tract  in  hedges  about  Durgan. 

V.  sylvatica.     Frequent.     Var.  Reichenbachiana  seen  in    the   granite 
tract  west  of  Penryn. 

F.  canina.     All  over  the  Serpentine  downs  of  Goouhilly  and  Pradan- 
nack,  the  ovate-leaved  typical  form  passing  into  lanceolate-leaved  lactea. 

V.  tricolor,  var.  arveilsis.     Frequent,  but  the  large  purple-flowered  form 
never  seen. 

Drosera.     None  seen. 

Polygala  vulgaris.     Frequent. 

Elatiiie  hexandra.     Shore  of  Carminho  Creek,  near  Helston,  sparingly. 

Silene  injiata.     Frequent. 

S.  maritima.     Everywhere  abundant  on  the  seabanks. 

8.  anglica.     A  common  cornfield  weed. 

LycJmis  Flos-cmuU.     Unfrc(iuent. 

L.  dinrua.     Common.     A  form  seen  with  laciniated  petals. 

L.  vesperlina.     Not  unfrequent,  running  into  the  last. 

X.  Githago.     A  rare  weed. 

Sagina  apetula.     Common. 

S.  ciliata.     Frequent  on  the  sandy  seabanks  about  the  Lizard. 

S.  procumbeiis.     Common. 

S.  subulatn.     All  round  the  coast  on  the   Serpentine  from  MuUion  to 
Poltesco. 

S.  nodosa.     Frequent  on  the  Sei-pentiue  Downs,  especially  Goonhilly. 

Spergnla  arvensis.     Connnon. 

llonckeneja  peploides.     Sandy  shore  of  Carminho  creek. 

Spergidaria  rupestris.     Everywhere  abundant  on  rocks  and  walls  near 
the  sea.     Neither  neghcta  nor  marginata  anywhere  seen. 

S.  rubra.     Not  unfrequent  in  sandy  soil. 

Arenaria  serpgUifolia.     Frequent,  including  var.  lepfoclados. 
A.  verna.     Amongst  rocks  along  the  Serpentine,  near  the  coast  from 
Mullion  southward  to  the  Lizard. 
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J.  trinervis.     Eare. 

ISidlaria  media.     Common ;  var.  Bortana  seeu  near  MuUion. 

S.  Holostea.     Rare. 

S.  graminea.     Frequent. 
v/S.  uliffiuosa.     Rare. 

Ceraatiiim  triviale.     Common. 

C.  semidecandrum,  glomeratiuu,  and  arvense.     Not  seen. 

C.  tetraiidnim.     Frequent  in  sandy  places  all  round  the  coast. 

Linum  nsitatlssimum.     A  stray  near  Falmouth. 

L.  angiistifulium.   .  Everywhere  frequent  by  roadsides  and  in  pastures. 

L.  catharticum.     Frequent. 

Radiola  Millegrana.  Gooiihilly  and  Pradannack  downs,  springing  up 
where  the  turf  has  been  pared  away. 

Mulva  moschuta.     Roadsides  at  Newtown,  Gunwallo,  etc, 

]\[.  si/lvestris.     Common. 

M.  rotundifolia.     Waste  ground  at  Grade  and  Lower  Pradatuiack. 

Hypericum  Androscemum.  Lanes  of  the  Devonian  tract  at  Uurgau  and 
Manaccan, 

//.  perforatum.     Frequent, 

H.  tetraptermn.     Not  unfrequent. 

H.  undulatum.     Swampy  thickets  at  Mawnan  and  Pengerrick. 

H.  hnmifusum.     The  commonest  species  of  the  genus  in  the  district. 

//.  pulcJtrum.     Frequent. 

H.  hirsutum.     Nowhere  seen. 

Acer  Pseudo-platanus.     Hedgerows  and  planted  woods. 

Erodium  maritimum.  Walls  and  banks,  common  both  near  the  sea  and 
about  the  inland  villages  and  farmhouses. 

E.  cicutarium.     Sandy  banks,  less  frequent  than  the  last. 

E.  moschatum.  In  similar  places  to  the  last,  and  equally  frequent.  I 
feel  no  hesitation,  after  seeing  this  in  scores  of  stations,  in  accepting  it 
a  genuine  native  of  Devonshire  and  Cornwall. 

Geranium  pratense,  pusillum,  and  lucidam.     Nowhere  seen. 

G.  molle.     Common. 

G.  dissectum.     Frequent. 

G.  columbinum.  Hedgebanks  in  the  Devonian  tract  about  Durgan 
and  Mawnan. 

G.  Robertianum.     Common, 

G.  sanguineiim.     Amongst  rocks  about  both  the  streams  at  Kynance. 

Oxalis  Acetosella.     Rare,  and  not  seen  at  all  in  the  Sei'pentine  tract, 

Enonymus  europceus.     Hedge  west  of  Peni-yn. 

Rhamnus.     Neither  species  seen. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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By  Dr.  H.  C.  C.  Scheffer, 

Botanical  Gardens,  Buitenzorg. 

Dr.  Seemann  published  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the  'Journal  of 
Botany  '  (page  333)  an  article  treating  of  vernacular  names  and  their 
great  consequence.     Of  how   much  importance  they   are   1  can   observe. 
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daily.  It  has  already  been  mentioned  by  different  authors  that  the  in- 
habitants of  the  western  part  of  Java  (the  iSuudanese)  are  known  to  be 
good  botanists,  and  that  they  use  in  some  degree  the  Linnaian  nomen- 
clature. They  have  ordinarily  names  for  certain  groups,  and  for  the 
species  of  these  groups  they  have  also  a  special  name.  In  the  elassilication 
of  these  groups  tliey  often  are  mistaken,  but  this  is  especially  the  case 
with  those  plants  that  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  woods  of  the  higher 
regions;  for,  as  there  are  no  villages  (kampoeng),  the  names  of  those 
phints  are  unknown  to  them.  As  an  illustrating  instance  I  give  the 
name  of  tjantlrji  (pron.  tyanteeguee),  which  they  apply  to  nearly  all  the 
EricacefB,  to  Mi/rsiue  and  Lfptospermiim,  aud  perhaps  to  other  plants 
with  leaves  similar  to  the  above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Motley's  remark,  quoted  by  i\Ir.  Collins  in  the  same  volume,  page 
361,  is  thus  very  true.  For  example,  the  name  for  nearly  all  the  Laic- 
}'i>/ea  is  koej'oe  (vvon.  hooroo),  at  Sumatra  and  Bangka  w/«c/««(/ ;  for  all 
the  Mekistomacea,  hdrhidomj ;  for  almost  all  the  Ytx\\%,  jjdkoe  (pron. 
pakoo)  ;  for  all  the  epiphytous  Orchids,  duggrtk ;  for  several  Acanthacea 
and  La/jici/(P,  djuroiKj  ;  the  name  l-'uira  (pron.  kee-ara)  is  used  for  many 
species  of  the  genus  Ficus ;  kUauijiani  (keelampanee)  for  Ardh'ia  and 
Climacaudra  ;  kaneka  for  the  Rhizophorece  ;  pdsd  for  Oaks.  Concerning 
Dr.  de  Vry's  remarks,  also  cpioted  by  Mr.  James  Collins,  I  must  remark, 
(1)  that  kiara  is  only  the  name  for  certain  groups  of  the  genus  Ficus ; 
for  the  other  groups  otiier  names  are  adopted  :  (2)  that  the  Qnercus 
fnsifvnnis,  Jungh.  {Q.  Jniighiihnii,  Miq.)  does  not  bear  the  name  oi  kiara. 
This  tree,  as  is  known,  varies  from  the  other  Qnercus  by  its  peculiar 
habit  and  by  its  fruits.  It  is  thus  not  surprising  that  the  natives 
do  not  recognize  this  tree  as  a  Qnercus  (pasati).  Junghuhu  misunder- 
stood the  name,  which  is  really  tjara-anak  {tjara  -=  resembling  to  ;  aiiak 
=  children).  In  other  parts  of  Sunda  the  name  is  rijueug-anuk  (pron. 
reeyoong-anak  ;  rijoeur/  =  around). 

There  are  two  causes  for  depreciating  the  value  of  vernacular  names. 
The  first  cause  is  that  not  all  tlie  natives  know  all  the  indigenous  plants. 
Most  of  them  know  the  names  of  those  common  plants  which  are  used 
for  medical  and  culinary  purposes,  but  only  few  know  the  plants  which 
are  found  in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  Besides,  the  natives  believe  it  uu- 
polite  not  to  answer  a  (piestiou,  and,  to  please  the  interrogating  traveller, 
they  give  a  name  of  whose  exactness  they  are  not  certain.  Tlie  second 
cause  is  the  small  linguistic  knowledge  of  most  of  the  travellers.  I 
have  always  applied  myself  to  a  careful  incpiiry  ai)out  vernacular  names, 
and  thouiih  J  am  alreadv  a  little  accustomed  to  the  foreiijn  Sundanese 
sounds,  1  am  often  obliged  to  (]uestion  my  collectors  several  tunes  before 
getting  certainty  about  the  names.  One  must  be  accustomed  a  long- 
time to  a  language  before  being  able  to  catch  the  sounds. 

Usually  the  Malayan  names  are  given  more  correctly  than  the  Sun- 
danese ones.  The  greater  part  of  the  Europeans  in  the  Archipelago 
speak  more  or  less  the  Malayan  language,  but  tliose  who  speak  also  Sun- 
danese are  very  few.  In  consequence  a  great  confusion  is  to  be  found 
in  th(;  Sniulanese  names. 

For  their  specific  nauies  they  like  to  use  some  characteristic  words:  for 
example,  soesoe  (pron.  soosoo),  they  use  for  a  fruit  wliich  has  the  form  of 
the  breast  of  a  young  maiden  ;  curit  (pron.  cureet),  properly  mouse,  for  a 
snuiU  sort ;  miiijak  (oil  =  smooth),  for  unarmed  si)ecics  of  a  genus  that 
commoidy  possesses  thorns  (for  e.vample,  Ert/thrina). 
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_  The  signification  of  some  names  is  often  very  obscure;  in  other  names 
it  is  easy  to  be  found,  e.  g.,  liatoe-toemjkocl  (pron.  katootoongkool),  tiie 
n;iine_of  a  species  of  Polygala  of  the  subgenus  Chamaibaxns.  Toemjkod 
signifies  to  loan  over ;  ka  is  the  prefix  for  the  passive  form  ;  toe  a  very 
common  reduplication.  The  whole  name  is  derived  from  the  fact  that 
the  pericarp  is  leaning  over  the  seeds;  the  seeds  are  thus  considered 
passive,  and  the  plant  named  after  the  seeds.  I  am  persuaded  that,  by 
a  careful  study  of  the  Sundanese  language  and  of  the  names  of  plants,  it 
will  be  easy  to  find  other  similar  interpretations. 

I  cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Motley,  when  he  says  that  the  Sundanese  do 
not  possess  a  written  language.  They  employ  characters  which  are 
nearly  similar  to  the  Javanese  ones.  Their  literature  is  not  very  extended, 
but  they  possess  some  manuscripts. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  that  a  general  manner  of  spelling  were 
adopted  for  all  the  vernacular  names  ;  for,  as  all  the  botaiusts  have  written 
them  after  their  own  pronunnation,  a  comparison  is  hitherto  impossible. 
To  prove  this  assertion,  I  might  cite  the  Malayan  names,  collected  by 
English  and  Dutch  botanists.  The  importance  of  this  remark  is  very 
obvious  in  comparing  the  vernacular  names  of  Palms,  given  by  Griffith. 


AN  ARRANGE\IE>fT  OF  THE  BRITISH  WILLOWS. 
By  THE  Rev.  J.  E.  Leefe,  M.A.,  F.L.S. 

Professor  Babington  was  so  obliging,  a  year  or  two  ago,  as  to  send  me 
a  sketch  of  an  arrangement  of  the  British  Willows,  based  upon  the  method 
of  Dumortier.*  Duiiiortier's  writings  I  have  not  seen  ;  but  Fries  in  his 
Novit.  Fl.  Suec.  Mantiss.  prima,  p.  37,  anno  1832,  refers  to  two  ar- 
rangements suggested  by  that  botanist,  of  the  former  of  which,  taken 
from  the  nectary,  he  says  that  it  is  "  omni  atteutione  digna."  I  may 
remark  that  Koch,  in  his  '  Coinineutatio  de  Salicibus  Europseis,"  aimo 
1828,  did  not  fail  to  notice  that  characters  are  to  be  derived  from  the 
nectary  ;  and  constantly  refers  to  the  proportion  between  the  pedicel  and 
the  nectary  in  the  different  species,  apparently  knowing  nothing  of 
Dumortier's  observations;  and  even  Seringe,  anno  1815,  remarks  that 
"  Les  glandes  florales  ou  nectaires  prcsenteiit  aussi  quelques  caractcres." 
Both  Fries  and  Dumortier,  it  would  seem,  from  Professor  Babini^ton's 
paper,  adopt  pretty  much  the  same  subgenera.  I  hope  an  old-fashioned 
observer  of  Willows  may  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that,  in  a  natural 
genus  like  Salijc,  it  is  inadvisable  to  distract  the  student's  attention  by 
the  introduction  of  new  subgeneric  names,  if  it  can  be  avoided  ;  and  es'- 
peeially  of  names  which  do  not  carry  an  obvious  useful  meaning  on  the 
face  of  them,  but  are  rather  a  burden  upon  the  memory. 

With  a  view  to  contribute  something,  so  far  as  1  am  able,  towards 
establishing  clear  and  workable  characters  in  this  difficult  genus,  I  would 
now  beg  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  sectional  cha- 
racters proposed  by  Mr.  Babington  in  his  interesting  paper. 

Section  1.  Fitisalix,  Dumort.  Mr.  Babington  says,  Catkins  and  their 
leafy  stalk  deciduous  together.  Nectary  of  two  pieces  ;  vernation  convo- 
lute.   The  peduncle  (the  leafy  stalk)  of  the  catkins  in  the  Pentandrce,  Fra- 

*   Published  iz)  this  Journal,  Vol.  I.  (18G3),  pp.  167-172. 
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gUe!i,  AlhfB,  and  Trlandra  is  often  peniianeat,the  catkins  being  separately 
detaclied.  Hence  arise  the  short  leafy  l)ranches,  often  seen  iu  the  sum- 
mer, haviiii)-  buds  in  the  axils,  from  which  the  catkins  have  fallen. 
Peduncles  with  buds  in  the  axils  may  be  expected  not  to  be  caducous. 
The  Podauihve  may  be  distinguished  from  the  Fraj/Hes  by  the  petioles, 
which  are  glandular  above,  and  tlie  glandular  serratnres  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  leaf,  a  character  rarely  seen  in  the  Fraijiles  or  Triandra.  The  AUi/^e 
differ  in  the  ciliated  leaves  of  the  peduncle.  The  young  leaves  in  all  are 
inHexed.  The  nectary  in  the  PcntmidrcB,  Albre,  FragUes,  and  Triaiidr>t 
is  double  iu  the  male,  but  only  single  in  the  female,  according  to  my  ob- 
servations. The  nectary  iu  the  male  of /S.  nlba-ccerulca  is  generally  notched 
next  the  axis,  and  a  single  gland  between  the  stamens  and  the  scale.  In 
S.  cmpldala,  male,  15.  Bot.  Suppl.,  I  find  the  nectary  to  be  deeply  notched 
next  the  axis,  and  sometimes  there  are  two  or  three  next  the  scale,  the 
whole  forming  a  sort  of  cup,  out  of  which  spring  the  stamens.  More- 
over, I  see  a  remark  in  my  notebook  that  in  S.  frngUis,  S.  allja,  S.  creridea, 
and  8.  ciispidata,  male,  E.  Bot.  Suppl.,  the  nectary  next  the  scale  is  seated 
rather  higher  than  that  next  the  axis.  S.  triaudra,  S.  nudidata,  S.  cuh- 
pidata,  S.  pentandru  are  rather  large  shrubs  than  trees.  Although  the 
young  leaves  iu  VUisnUx,  Dumort.,  Bab.,  are  generally  inHexed,  yet  in 
S.  hippophaefoUa^  Thuil.,  usually  placed  among  the  Triandr/s,  the  young 
leaves  are  partly  retlexed, — indicating,  it  would  seem,  some  affinity  with  the 
Vim'mah's  or  with  S.  rubra,  Huds. 

Section  2.  Oaprisalix,  Dumort.  The  characters  which  Professor 
Babington  gives  are  iu  accordance  with  my  own  observations. 

Subsection  1.  Helice.  The  young  leaves  in  the  Purpurea,  Borr.,  are 
generally  inHexed,  except  that  in  the  male  of  S.  rubra,  Huds.,  they  are 
somewhat  reflexed,  as  in  *S'.  liippoplinefolia,  Thuil.,  al)ove  noticed.  The 
nectary  iu  the  Purpnrere  and  riniiiiahs  is  single,  both  iu  the  male  and 
female,  and  placed  as  Professor  Babington  describes. 

Subsection  3.  Vimeit.  I  fiiul  the  stamens  free  and  the  nectary  some- 
what elongated.  The  young  leaves  are  ipiite  rolled  back  or  retlexed  at  the 
margin.  The  peduncle  in  Caprlsriliv,  Dumort.,  is  not  persistent.  Iu 
Fiminali'S  the  stipules  are  generally  narrow  ami  often  absent.  In  S. 
stipularis,  Sm.,  the  broad-pointed  stipules  almost,  if  they  do  not  quite, 
equal  the  petiole.  In  S.  Siuithlana,  K.  Bot.,  the  stipuh's  are  narrow 
lunate  ;  the  leaves  ovate,  elongato-lanccolate.  In  *S^.  Sinithiana,  Wdld., 
■the  leaves  are  more  oblong  ;  the  stipules  broader  and  the  pubescence 
coarser  and  less  silky  beneath. 

Subsection  3.  FetrLc,  Dumort.  i.  Caprea.  The  nectary  is.  single,  the 
peduncle  is,  I  think,  not  persistent,  and  the  vernation  is  different,  I  believe, 
from  that  of  the  Purpurea.  In  the  Purpurea  tiie  young  leaves  are  iutlexed 
at  the  margin;  whereas,  in  S.  vbierea,  S.  aurita,  L.,  S.  acuuiuiutti,  Sm., 
they  are  distinctly  reflexed,  especially  in  the  lower  half ;  not  so,  I  suspect, 
in  ,^.  caprea,  L.  The  style  of  -S^.  avnniluata,  Sm.,  is  much  longer  than  in 
the  other  G'merea.  The  style  in  them  is  very  short,  the  pedicel  rery 
long.  In  the  Phijlicifolia  and  NigrinarUes,  on  the  other  hand,  the  style 
anci  pedicel  are  both  elongated.  The  stipules  iu  the  Niijricante^  arc 
usually  larger,  more  acute  and  conspicuous  than  in  the  bico/ores.  In  .Mr. 
Babington's  group  "  vireules,"  the  leaves  are  far  from  being  always 
smootii ;  but  the  pubescence,  though  often  present  on  the  under  side,  is 
different  from  that  of  the  Ci/ierece,  and  the  young  leaves  are  mostly  in- 
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flexed  in  tlie  margin,  both  in  the  PJiylicifuUfe  and  Nigriconies ;  although 
in  S.  ^Inili-rtionianu,  Sm.,  I  luive  seen  the  young  leaves  partially  reflexed, 
as  in  the  Cinerea.  In  Fetrix,  excepting  perhaps  the  group  DaphnoidKP, 
the  peduncle  is,  I  l)elieve,  not  ])ersistent.  I  am  afraid  that  S.  lattriua 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  distinguished  from  S.  phylicifolia,  L. 

ii.  liiciibocefe.  S.  rosmarinifulia  and  S.  a)i(/iisUJolia  approach  the 
Vhninnli'S,  but  the  young  leaves  are  not  reflexed  in  S.  rosmarmifoUa,  nor 
in  S.  Doniuna,  nor  in  S.  ovihif/ua.  They  have  a  tendency  to  turn  black 
iu  drying.  I  have  never  seen  British  specimens  of  either  S.  rosmarini- 
i'olia  or  6'.  (niguslifulici,  Wnlf.  In  *S'.  ambiyna,  male,  var.  apathulata,  the 
nectary  is  short  and  somewhat  emarginate. 

iii.  IJapliiioidccB.  In  S.  vcnuloaa,  Forbes,  the  scale  is  pale,  rounded, 
fringed  ;  the  nectary  sin-passes  the  base  of  the  ovarium  ;  the  style  is  rather 
short,  but  longer  than  the  thick,  yellowish-green,  uotched  stigmas  ;  the 
scale  has  at  times  a  brownish  tinge  towards  the  point.  In  *S'.  glauca,  Sm., 
the  ovarium  is  short,  ovate,  sessile.  The  nectary  surpasses  the  base  of  the 
ovarium  and  is  rather  broad  and  blunt.  Stigmas  subsessile  and  divided. 
The  style  is  olten  short  in  the  forms  of  S.  ArbuHcula.  In  S.  (jlanca,  Sm., 
the  leaves  are  entire  at  the  margin;  the  veins  strongly  prominent  below, 
depressed  above.  In  S.  Jrbvscula  the  colour  of  the  under  side  of  the  leaf 
is  generally  a  dull  green,  and  the  stipules  are  small  or  absent.  The  veins 
ai'e  often  most  cons|)icuous  in  the  uppei-  surface  of  the  leaf,  which  pre- 
sents a  reticulated  ap[)earance  to  the  eye.  In  S.  Arbuscula  the  peduncle 
is,  1  think,  persistent. 

iv.  Okrymntlue.  The  description,  leaves  broad,  roundish,  does  not 
apply  to  S.  aciitifulia,  W.,  which  in  habit  and  in  other  respects  bears  so 
little  resemblance  to  S.  lanata,  L.,  and  -S'.  Jiastata,  L.,  tiiat  it  ought 
surely  to  be  placed  in  a  different  section,  though  I  am  aware  that  Fries 
has  sanctioned  tliis  arrangement  from  regard  to  the  fructification  only. 
S.  aciitifolia  and  S.  pomerunica  appear  to  bear  the  same  relation  to  the 
Preecocen  or  Sessiles,  that  S.  alba  and  S.  froyiUs  do  to  the  Pedimctdatce. 
They  are  the  arborescent  species  in  their  I'cspective  sections.  In  S.  lanata 
the  nectary  is  about  equal  to  the  pedicel ;  the  scale  is  very  broad,  some- 
what membranous  in  texture  below,  brown  above  ;  ovary  smooth ;  style 
al)out  equal  to  the  thick  upright  stigmas  ;  scale  very  villous;  the  young 
leaves  are  not  reflexed,  and  the  veins  are  prominent  beneath.  The  leaves 
are  ciliated  at  the  margin,  and  are  often  overspread  with  a  cobweb-like 
])ul)escenee.  In  S.  malifolia  the  peduncle  is,  1  believe,  persistent,  and  the 
under  surface  of  the  leaves  is  cinereous.  S.  lanata  and  /S*.  inulifulin  are 
nearly  related,  though,  as  the  former  has  sessile  catkins  and  the  latter 
pedunculate,  they  cannot  well  be  placed  together.  In  both  the  stipules 
are  conspicuous.  The  nectary  in  S.  malifolia  is  rather  thick,  short,  and 
abrupt,  and  not  equal  to  the  smooth  pedicel.  The  scales  are  very  villous 
and  brown  above.  The  style  is  longer  than  the  notched  and  cohering 
stigmas. 

Section  3.  Cliamcelyx,  Fries.  The  nectary  in  Clmmeelyx,  so  far  as  I 
have  seen,  is  single  in  the  usual  situation,  next  the  axis,  but  it  is  some- 
times, though  not  always,  cloven  to  the  base. 

i.  Myrsinites,  L.  Catkins  at  the  end  of  the  terminal  shoot,  or  from  a 
lateral  shoot.  Ameuts  often  in  appearance  like  a  young  Larch  cone. 
Fihunents,  anthers,  ovaries,  stigmas  tinged  with  pale  blue  or  violet.  The 
stipules  are  conspicuous  in  the  young  downy  shoots,  and  the  under  side 
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of  the  leaves  is  of  a  metallic  f^reen,  bright  and  shining.  In  the  Arbus- 
ciiUe  the  young  shoots  are  smooth;  the  stipules  generally  wanting; 
under  surfaee  of  tiie  leaves  a  (hill  green.  In  Myramites  the  veins  of 
the  inllexed  leaves  are  more  prominent  below  than  above  ;  where-is  in 
the  ArbnscnlcB  they  are  often  more  apparent  above  than  b'low.  The 
pedunele  of  S.  myrslnltes  is  leafless  towards  the  b.ise  of  the  anient.  The 
serratures  in  S.  mi/rsinites  are  more  conspicuous  and  glanduhir  tiinn  in 
the  Arhmscnla.  S.  pruciimhens,  except  in  size,  is  very  near  S.  uiyratnitcH. 
The  neet.iry  is  a  single,  short,  thick,  Idunt,  pinkish  gland. 

ii.  Rtiticiduloe.  Catkins  on  a  leatless  stalk,  with  a  leaf  opposite  and 
a  bud  between.  Leaves  on  rather  long  petioles  without  stipules.  Nectary  (?) 
cloven. 

iii.  Herbucece.  Peduncles  short,  bifoliate,  with  roiuidish,  crenato- 
serrate,  exstipulate  leaves,  and  axillary  buds.  Petiole  very  short.  Nectary 
probably  cloven. 

S.  Graliam,  Borr.,  belongs  here,  and  appears  related  to  S.  n'tnm, 
especially  the  form  S.  KltaUjeUana,  VV.  The  leaves  are  inflexed  when 
young,  almost  sessile,  with  shallow  ratiier  remote  serratures,  shiuing  above, 
paler  beneath,  and  with  prominent  veins  on  the  under  side,  without  sti- 
pules. Principal  veins  nearly  parallel,  but  when  held  up  to  the  light  the 
leaves  are  seen  to  be  reticulated  with  veins  between.  Nectary  single,  but 
sometimes  cloven.  The  Irish  Willow,  the  discovery  of  which  was  re- 
corded by  Dr.  Moore  in  the  '  Journal  of  Botany,'  is  as  nearly  as  may  be 
identical  with  S.  Grahami,  Borr.,  and  is  a  very  interesting  addition  to  our 
flora.  I  believe  Dr.  Moore  correctly  refers  S.  polaris,  Forbes,  S  diet.  Bot. 
t.  6.3,  to  S.  Grahami;  S.  pularls,  \Vahl.,  is  very  different. 

In  the  above  remarks  I  have  confined  myself  almost  entirely  to  the 
characters  of  the  sections  which  Professor  Babington  gives  from  the 
writings  of  Dumortier.  This  arrangement  may  eventually  be  adopted, 
but  the  characters  appear,  as  regards  the  British  species,  first  to  need 
some  correction. 

Mr.  Babington  considers  the  British  Willows  to  be  a  disgra;*e  to  our 
flora.  The  discrimination  of  them  is  really  no  easy  matter,  and  allowance 
should  be  made  for  the  inherent  difficulty  of  the  subject.  To  hv  under- 
stood, the  Willows  should  be  cultivati^d  aiul  observed  at  different  seasons; 
and  a  practised  eye  is  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  the  characters  found 
in  books.  This  qualification  no  one  ever  possessed  more  perfectly  than 
the  lamented  Mr.  Borrer.  To  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  s;il>ject  he 
added  the  utmost  willingness  to  impart  his  knowledge  to  others,  and  to 
enrich  their  collections  from  his  abundant  store  both  of  specimens  and 
living  plants.  No  botanist  ever  took  a  more  natural  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  genus.  No  ditt'erence,  however  slight,  escaped  his  notice  or 
failed  to  have  due  weight  attached  to  it.  He  was  one  who,  as  he  himself 
expressed  it,  had  no  theory  to  support,  but  sought  only  to  uulcrstand 
nattire.  A  remark  of  the  learned  Fries  will  fitly  conclude  these  observa- 
tions, which  I  fear  have  run  on  to  too  great  a  length,  "  Charaet-jres  non 
specierum  sunt  criteria,  sed  ad  species  dignoscendas  adminieula.  Ex  his 
modo  species  agnoscuntnr,  ex  vegetationis  indole  cognoscunfur.  .  .  .  Ilinc 
Linnaius  in  speciebus  discernenilis  non  characteres  sed  oculorum  judiciiipie 
aciem  laudat." 
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Conspectus  Saiicfm  Beitannicabum. 

i.  Pedunculated. 

(Amenta  ramulis  persisteutibus  insita.) 

*  Amenta  lateralis  coaetanea ;  squamae  coneolores  ;  nectarium  in  planta  maecula 
duplex,  in  fcBminea  unicum. 

1.  Squamse  amentorum  ante  maturitatem  fructus  deeiduae. 

a.  Petioli  eglandulosi ;  amenta  diandra.     Arbores. 

a.  Folia  supra  nitida  et  virentia,  plerumque  glabra.    (Fra^eYes,  Borr.) 

S.frayilis,  L.,  etc. 
j3.  Folia    supra    opaca,    alba,    pilosa ;    folia    pedunculorum   ciliata. 
{AlbcE,  Borr.) 

S.  alba,  L.,  etc. 

b.  Petioli  apicem  versus  glandulosi ;  stamina  tria  vel  plura.     Frutices. 

{PentandrrB,  Borr.) 
S.  pentandra,  L. 
5.  cuspidata,  E.  Bot.  Suppl.,  etc. 

2.  Squamse    amentorum    persistentes.      Frutices    viminei.      {Triandrce, 

Borr.) 
a.  Amenta    triandra ;    rami    annotini,    apicem    versus     plus    minusve 
angulares,  vel   etiam   sulcati,    glabri ;    folia    saepe    elongata, 
serrata,  glaberrima. 
S.  amygdalina,  L.,  etc. 

**  Stipulse  praegrandes,  petiolum  sequantes  vel  superantes  ;  nectarium  unicum  ; 
squamse  amentorum  villosissimse  ;  villus    eloiigatus,  can  did  us ;  ovaria 
glabra  ;  folia  infra  cinerascentia.      {HastatcB,  Borr.) 
S.  malifolia,  Sm. 

***  Folia  paene  Integra,  infra  aJbo-toraentosa  ;  nectarium  unicum,  basin  ovarii 
superans.       Ovarium  subsessile,  tomentosum  ;   stigmata  bifida ;  stylus 
postea  elongatus  ;  squamae  apicem  versus  fuscae.     {Glauca,  Borr.) 
S.  glauca.  Smith,  etc. 

****  Frutices  nani,  ramosissimi. 

1.  Squamae  amentorum  vix  coneolores,  persistentes  ;  venae  foliorum,  supra 

depressge,    speciem   reticulatam    praebent,  infra    inconspicuae  j  folia 
glabi'a  vel  glabrescentia,  exstipulata,  serrata,  infra  pallida ;  necta- 
rium unicum,  ovarii  basin  exsuporans.     {Vacciniifoliee,  Borr.) 
S.  arbuscula,  Koch,  etc. 

2.  Squamae   amentorum  fuscse  vel  nigrescentes.     Folia  utrinque  nitida, 

laete  virentia,  juniora  jiilis  adspersa  ;  venae  conspicuse,  infra  maxima 
prominentes  ;  serraturse  loliorum  glandulosae,  stipulae  etiam  in  raniis 
junioribus  conspicuee.  Pedunculus  superne  aphvllus ;  '  ovaria  et 
etyli  atropurpurei,  filamenta  caeruleaj  antherae  violaceae,'  Koch. 
(Mj/rsinites,  Borr.) 

S.  myrsinites,  L. 

S.  procumhens,  Forbes,  etc. 

3.  Amenta  angu^ta,  pauciflora,  serotina,  terminalia  vel  subterminalia;  nec- 

tarium non  raro   fissum.     Truncus  subterraneus.     (In  5.  Grahami, 
Borr.,  in  horto,  cra^sus  super  terram  stratus.)     Folia  exstipulata. 
(Serbacece  et  reticulaice,  Borr.) 
a.  Pedunculus  aphyllus ;  folia longe  petiolata,  integerrima,  subtus  glauca 
reticulata. 
5.  reticul-ata,  L. 
bv  Folia  breviter  petiolata,  pilis  adspersa  utrinque  virentia,  crenata ; 
venae  primariae  parallelae,  infra  maxime  eonspicuae  ;  stylus  divisus  ; 
pedicellus  nectarium  tandem  superans  ;  nectarium  non  raro  fissum. 
jS.  Grahami,  Borr.  ms. 
c.  Folia  brevissime  petiolata,  orbicularia,  serrata ;  venae  prominentes. 
Pedunculus  bifolius,  gemmiferus ;  nectarium  saepe  fissum. 
Si  herbacea,  L. 
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ii.  Sessiles. 

(Pedunculi  cum  amentis  decidui.) 

*  Rami  pruina  csesia  teoti.     Arbores.     {Pruinosa,  Koch.) 
<S.  aeutifolia,  W. 

**  Antherae  defloratae,  nigrae. 

1.  Amenta  mascula  monandra ;  stylus  brevissiraus.    Folia  exstipulata,  saepe 

opposita,  glabra,  juiiiora  inflexa.     {Monandrce,  Borr.) 
S.  purpurea,  L.,  etc. 

2,  Amenta  mascula  monadelplia;  stylus  conspicuus.     Folia  stipulata,  saepe 

alterna,  infra  plus  miuusve  pilosa;  folia  juniora  inflexa.    {Monan- 
dra, Borr.) 

8.  Pontederana,  Schl. 

S.  Forhyana,  Sm. 

iS.  rubra,  Huds.* 

***  Antherae  defloratae,  luteae. 

1.  Amenta  mascula  cliandra,  filamenta  plerumque  libera,  pubes  foliorum 

sericea.     Folia  juniora  semper  reflesa;    squamae  discolores  ;  necta- 
rium  unicum.     (  Viminales,  Borr.) 

a.  Ovarium  sessile ;  stylus  elongatus. 

o.  Stipulae  parvae. 

S.  viminalis,  L. 
j3.  Stipulae  praegrandes. 

S.  stipularis,  Sra. 

b.  Ovarium  pedicellatum  ;  pedicellus  nectario  subaequalis. 

S.  Smithiana,  W.,  et 
S.  acuminata,  Sm.f 

2.  Ovarium  pedicellatum ;  pedicellus  nectarium  bis  terve  snperans. 

a.  Folia  subtus  sericea  (ut  in  S.  viminali),  juniora  inflexa,  apice  recto. 

{RosmarinifolicB,  Borr.) 
S.  angnstifulia,  Wulf. 
S.  rosmarinifolia,  L. 

b.  Folia  subtus  nitida,  minus  sericea,  apice  saepe  obliquo,  juniora  inflexa. 

{Fuscce,  Borr.,  et  ambigucB.) 
S.  Doniana,  Sm. 
S.  repens,  L.,  et 
<S'.  ambicfua,  Elirh.;J; 

3.  Rami  torulosi ;  pubes  foliorum  crispula. 

a.  Folia  juniora  reflexa.     {Cinerefe,  Uorr.) 

a.  Pedicellus  longissimus  ;  stylus  brevissimus. 
*  Gemmae  glabrae. 
S.  aurita,  L. 
**  Gemmn?  pubescentes, 
S.  cinerea,  L. 

b.  Folia  raro  reflexa,  in  siecando  nigricant  ia  ;  jiediccllns  elongatus,  nec- 

tarium bis  terve  superans ;  stylus  elongatus,  sa"pe  bitidus. 
S.  nigricans,  Fr.,  etc.§ 

4.  Amenta  crassa  ;    gemmiB    glabrae,  praegrandes;    pedicellus   nectarium 

quater-sexies    superans  ;    stylus    brevissimus,    subnulhis.       Folia 
lata,    cHMiata,    subtus    tomentosa,    venis    promincntibus,  juniora 
inflexa.     (Inter  Cinereas,  Borr.) 
S.  Caprea,  L. 


*  In  S.  rubra,  Huds.,  folia  mascula  juniora  aliquant  nni  reflexa  sunt, 
t  In  5.  acuminata,  Sm.,  folia  subtus  cinorasceutia  non  sericea  ;  pubes  foliorum 
crispula  ut  in  cinereis. 

X  In  S.  ambiffua  folia  subtus  non  sericea. 

§  In  S.  Andersoniana,  Sm.,  folia  juniora  plus  miuusve  reflexa  sunt. 
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5.  Folia  exsiccata,  non  nigricantia  nee  reflexa,  crassiora  quam   in  S.  nigri- 

canie,    Fr.,    sa-pe    glaberrima.     Stipulae    minorcs ;    pedicelliis    et 
stylus  elongatus,  pedicellus  nectariiim  bis  terve  snperans.    Ovaria 
glabra  vel  pilosa,  vel  etiam  tomentosa.*     [Bicolores^  Borr.) 
S.  bicolor,  Eln-h.,  etc. 

6.  Friitex  nanus,  ramosus.     Folia  lata,  foliis  S.caprea  non  vakle  absimilia. 

Pubes   arapliiioidea.     Amenta  teriiiinalia ;  ovaria  glabra;  necta- 
rium  unieuni.     {ffastatce,  Borr.) 
iS.  lanata,  L.f 


RUBUS  JDSCITUS,   Genev.,  AND  R.  MUTABILIS,   Genev. 
By  T.  E,.  Archeii  Bkiggs. 

Throuo-li  tlie  examination  of  some  Continental  Ruin  belonging  to  Mr. 
Baker's  iierl)ariimi,  I  am  now  able  to  assert  the  identity  of  one  or  two 
well-marked  Brambles  of  tlie  neighbouriiood  of  Plymouth,  that  do  not 
come  in  Avell  under  any  of  the  "  Babingtonianse"  of'the  Loud.  Cat.,  with 
named  Continental  forms.  The  first  of  these  that  I  shall  notice  is  a 
plant  named  R.  adscitiis  by  M.  Genevier,  evidently  of  the  group  VilU. 
caules,  which  is  common  in  bushy  hedges  in  low  situations,  and  in  damp 
thickets  about  Plymouth.  It  has  characters  so  distinct  and  well-marked, 
that  I  cannot  see  how  those  adopting  Professor  Babington's  views  can 
hesitate  to  regard  it  as  a  species,  or  those  falling  in  with'  Mr.  Baker's  ar- 
rangement of  the  Riibi  in  Hooker's  '  Student's  Flora,'  fail  to  call  it  a  sub- 
species. It  agrees  so  exactly  both  with  M.  Genevier's  specimens  of  R. 
adscidts,  and  with  his  description  of  it  in  "  Kssai  Monographique  sur  les 
•Rnbus  du  i.-assin  de  la  Loire,  pp.  116-118,  that  1  give  a  translation  of 
the  latter  : — 

"  R.  adscitHs,  G.  Genev.  Mem.  de  la  Soc.  Acad,  de  M.  et  L.  t.  viii.  p. 
88  ;  Tirage  a  part,  1"  Ess.  p.  28.  R.  romctm,  Bor.  Fl.  t.  ii.  p.  193 
(non  W.  et  N.)  ;  Arron.  Not.  sin-  quelques  pi.  crit.  du  Mori),  p.  27 
(1863).     Comparer  avec  R.  miccois,  God.  et  Gr.,  Fl.  Fr.  t.  i.  p.  546. 

"  Stem  with  rather  blunt  angles,  the  surface  on  the  sides  flat  or  slightly 
furrowed,  .'striate,  rather  stout,  rough,  hairy,  with  scattered  seta;,  ancl  un- 
equal, slender,  straight,  sharp  prickles.  Leaves  8-mite,  often  pedate,  4- 
nate  or  5-iiate;  petiole  flat,  furrowed  at  the  base,  rough,  hairy,  slightly 
glandular,  with  unequal,  declining,  or  slighlly  falcate  prickles.  ^Terminal 
leaflet  with  petiole  equal  to  \  or  ^  of  its  length,  broadly  oval,  with  broad 
base,  notcli((l,  acuminate,  or  ensiudate  ;  lateral  leaflets  with  petioles  ecpial 
to  i  or  \  of  their  length,  broadly  oval,  acuminate  or  cuspidate,  entire  or 
slightly  notched  at  the  base,  much  dilated  and  deeply  lobed  on  the  outer 
side;  all  thin,  soft,  of  a  light  green,  with  ^c\\  decumbent  hairs  above, 
deeply  toothed,  lobed,  and  serrate;  the  teeth  acute,  unequal  ;  of  a  bright 
green  below,  rough,  with  nearly  decuudient  shining  hairs,  or  more  or  less 
white-felted,  the  veins  raised,  midribs  prickly.  Branches  angular,  flexu- 
ose,  very  rough,  with  few  glands;  prickles'  uneciual,  slender,  small  de- 
clining. Leaves  3-nate;  petiole  not  grooved,  roiigh.  hairy,  slightly  glan- 
dular; prickles  unequal,  sharj),  declining,  the  largest  falcate;  sti|)ules 
lanceolate,  rough,  slightly  glandular  ;  terminal  leaflet  with  petiole  equal 

*  Tota  fiicic  S.  hicolor  ab  ,S.  nifjripanie,  Fr.,  et  affiuibus  ejus  recedit ;  sedffifrre  id 
dci^cribitui-  quod  prinio  intuitu  pleruniquc  facile  dignoscitur.  ^ 

t  S.  lannta  cum  S.  haslnta  uudta  liabet  communia,  sed  propter  amenta  sessilia 
terminalia  consociari  ncquit. 
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to  J  or  i  of  its  length,  oval,  nnrvowcd  and  nearly  entire  at  the  base,  nar- 
rowly acuminate;  lateral  lea^ticts  shortly  stalked,  of  the  same  shape, 
oblique,  dilated  or  lobed  on  the  outer  side,  much  resembling  those  of  the 
stem  in  general  appearance,  but  more  hairy  al)ove,  those  at  the  top  of  the 
branch  sometimes  while-felted  beneath.  Panicle  pyramidal,  flcxuose,  com- 
pound, diffuse,  leafy,  very  rough  with  shining  hairs,  slightly  glandular, 
prickles  sharp,  declining  or  sickle-sliaped  ;  generally  with  the  three  manv- 
fiowered  lower  branches  separated,  springing  from  the  base  of  3-nate 
leaves,  which  they  do  not  equal;  the  two,  four,  or  more  succeeding  ones 
from  the  base  of  bracts  which  arc  at  fiist  oval  or  3-lol)ed,  then  narrower, 
with  long  petioles  ;  tlie  upper  branches  spreading,  three  or  many-flowered, 
naked,  exceeding  the  bitid  bracteoles.  (Jalyx  felted,  very  slightly  glan- 
dular, neither  aciculate  nor  prickly,  greyish-green  or  ashy,  with  a  straight 
wiiite  edging,  sepals  oval,  gradually  narrowed  into  straight  or  foliacer>n3 
points,  often  equal  to  the  petals,  reliexed  after  the  flowering.  Petals 
very  pale  pinK,  oblong,  obtuse,  jagged  or  notched  at  the  top,  gradually 
narrowed  into  a  claw,  hairy,  ciliated.  Stamens  white,  exceeding  the 
greenish  styles.  Young  carpels  many,  glabrous,  fornnng  a  large  lustrous 
black   fruit.     The   middle   of  June,    July.     Damp   woods,  wooded  hills. 

"  Obs.  This  plant  is  but  slightly  glandular,  and  might  be  classed  with 
the  Viresci'ulf's  near  R.  pUrtostiichi/>i.  It  appears  to  come  verv  near  R. 
micans,  God.  and  Gr.,  which  is  distinguished  from  it  by  its  prickly  calyx, 
p(!tals  contracted  into  a  short  claw,  and  some  other  characters. 

'■''^\\c  R.  bicolor,  ArroiKlean,  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  polymathi([iie  dii 
Morbihan,  annee  1862;  tirage  a.  part,  p.  26  (non  Mull,  et  (Jliab.),  seems 
very  close  to  R.  arhcitiis ;  it  is  distinguished  from  it  by  its  small  panicle 
without  large  bracts,  by  its  tiowers  being  deep  pink  within,  and  l)v  the 
different  shape  of  the  leaves  of  the  stem.  Its  glal)rous  carpels  separate 
it  from  R.  racfijio>ins,  and  its  narrowly  acuminate  sepals  from  R.  atrocaidis  ; 
its  small  flowers,  of  a  bright  pink  within,  distinguish  it  from  ti\ese  three 
species." 

The  above  description  does  so  well  for  the  Plymouth  plant,  agreeing 
with  it  even  as  to  the  colour  of  the  different  parts  of  the  llower,  that  I 
feel  it  to  be  quite  unnecessary  to  draw  up  another  from  local  examples. 
Moreover,  the  tine  French  specimens  of  R.  adscitus  in  Mr.  Baker's  her- 
barium, from  M.  Genevier  himself,  have  enabled  me  to  carefully  compare 
the  two  plants,  and  I  without  hesitation  assert  their  identity. 

A  reference  to  "  British  Rubi"  shows  that  Professor  Babiui^ton  con- 
siders R.  adscitus,  Genev.,  and  R.  derasiis.  Mull.,  the  same,  placing  both, 
luuler  the  latter  of  these  names,  as  a  variety  of  R.  villicaidis.  He,  however, 
expresses  a  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  this  arrangement  on  the  ground 
of  the  possibility  of  R,  dcrasiis  being  a  distinct  species  tVom  R.  viUicaitlis. 
Judging  from  the  specimen  of  R.  derasus,  Mull.,  tide  Genevier,  in  Mr. 
Baker's  herbarium,  I  do  not  consider  it  and  R.  adscitus  the  same,  and  a 
note  by  Mr.  Warren,  placed  with  the  former,  confirms  me  in  this  view,  as 
it  says  "  near  BeWirdi.'' 

Tlie  most  marked  features  of  R.  adsciliis  are  its  narrow,  shar]j,  nearly 
straight  prickles,  its  broadly  oval,  irregularly  and  deeply  cut  leaves  ;  its 
long,  tlexnose  flowering  shoots;  its  broad,  often  cylindrical,  panicle,  with 
very  blunt  end,  and  long  branches,  each  dividing  near  the  top,  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  rachis,  and  having  its  terminal  flower-stalk 
shorter   than  the  lateral  ones.     The  long,  narrow  points  of  the  sepals. 
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large  light  pink  petals,  and  greyisli-green  hue  of  the  whole  plant  are  also 
remarkable. 

This  ]^ranible  is  common  and  widely  distributed  about  Plymouth,  and 
the  following  are  among  its  local  stations: — Crabtree ;  near  Eumple 
Quarry  and  elsewhere  in  the  Plym  Yalley  ;  abont  Plympton  and  between 
that  place  and  Plymbridge  ;  at  Ivybridge,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Ernie, 
between  it  and  Harford  ;  and  at  Buckland  Monachorum. 

Mr.  Baker's  herbarinm  contains  a  genuine  specimen  of  the  Riihus 
obUqniis  of  Wirtgen,  and  this  1  have  compared  with  the  Plymouth  plant 
considered  identical  by  the  Pev.  A.  Bloxam,  and  described  by  him  in 
Journ.  Bot.  Vol.  VIII.  pp.  G9,  70.  The  points  of  difference  between 
these  two  Brambles  seem  to  me  very  considerable,  and  I  regard  the  Ply- 
month  one  as  much  nearer  the  R.  mnlabUis  of  Genevier.  It  so  greatly 
resembles  this  that  I  shall  give  a  translation  of  M.  Genevier's  acconnt  of 
it,  for  comparison  with  a  description  of  the  Knglish  plant,  and  afterwards 
notice  the  points  of  dissimilarity  between  specimens  of  the  two ;  those  of 
R.  miitnhUis,  from  Genevier  himself,  in  Mr.  Baker's  herbarinm;  those  of 
the  other  in  my  own. 

The  following  is  from  pp.  106-1  08  of  Genevier's  '  Essai  Monographique 
sxir  les  Knbus  du  bassin  de  la  Loire'  : — 

"7^.  mutabllL^,  Gast.  Genev.  Mem.  Soc,  Acad,  de  M.  et  L.,  t.  viii.  p. 
84  ;  Arrondeau,  PI.  crit.  du  Morb.  p.  29. 

"  Stem  angular  or  obtuse,  reddish,  witli  furrows  flat  on  the  sides,  chan- 
nelled at  the  top,  with  few  silky  hairs,  very  many  glandular  ones,  very 
unequal  declining  prickles,  some  falcate,  the  longest  slender  with  enlarged 
bases,  placed  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  stem,  sharp.  Leaves  3-nate 
and  pedate  5-nate;  petiole  finely  furrowed,  hairy,  glandular,  with  hooked 
prickles ;  the  terminal  leaflet  with  a  stalk  \  of  its  length,  broadly  oval, 
slightly  cordate,  gradually  acuminate ;  side  leaflets  with  long  stalks,  oval, 
dilated"  on  the  outer  side,  narrowed  and  slightly  notched  at  the  base,  nar- 
rowly acuminate ;  basal  stalked,  oval,  acuminate,  narrowed  at  each  end ; 
all  thick,  coriaceous,  of  a  deep  green,  with  scattered  decumbent  hairs 
above,  the  teeth  broad,  spieading,  uncfjual,  sharply  pointed  ;  grey  or  sil- 
very-white below,  rough,  felted,  with  prominent  veins,  and  prickly  midrib. 
Plo'wering-shoot  bluntly  angular,  tlexuose,  slightly  hairy,  very  glandular, 
with  narrow,  unequal,  declining  or  hooked  prickles.  Leaves  3-nate,  some 
pedate  4-nate  or  5-nate  ;  petiole  flat  or  finely  channelled,  hairy,  glandular, 
aciculate,  with  bent  or  falcate  prickles;  terminal  leaflet  with  petiole  equal 
to  i  of  its  length,  broadly  oval,  sometimes  rhomboidal,  entire  or  slightly 
notched  at  the  base,  gradually  acuminate;  side  leaflets  with  stalks  eqiud 
to  J-  or  yL-  of  their  length,  oval,  gradually  acuminate,  lobed  and  dilated 
on  the  outer  side  ;  all  thick,  of  a  fine  deep  green,  and  almost  glabrous 
above,  with  large,  shallow,  spreading,  sharp-pointed  teeth  ;  grey  or  white 
felted  below,  more  rarely  green  when  the  plant  is  in  deep  shade,  with 
white,  prominent,  reticulating  veins,  midrib  prickly.  Panicle  broadly  py- 
ramidal, spreading,  compound,  branched,  lax,  leafy,  rough,  hairy,  with  red 
glands,  aciculate,  with  small  falcate  prickles  red  at  the  base,  yellow  at 
the  top  ;  two  lower  branches  lengthened  out,  many-flowered,  from  the 
base  of  8-nate  leaves  that  they  do  not  equal ;  the  succeeding  ones  many  or 
8- flowered,  from  the  base  of  foliaceous  bracts  that  they  do  not  equal  ;  the 
top  ones  lengthened  out,  narrow,  small,  often  single-flowered,  from  the 
base  of  trifid  bracts,  all  furnished  with  numerous  red  glands,  aciculi,  and 
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falcate  or  declining  prickles.  Calyx  green,  tomentose,  furnished  with 
numerous  red  glands,  aciculi  and  prickles  ;  sepals  furnished  with  long  folia- 
ceous  points,  spreading  or  refiexed  after  the  flowering.  Petals  bright 
pink,  very  distant,  oval,  narrow,  entire  or  jagged,  gradually  narrowed  into  a 
broad  claw,  white,  hairy  on  the  outside,  glabrous  within.  Stamens  white, 
much  exceeding  the  yellowish  styles,  very  faintly  mottled  with  pink  at  the 
base.  Young  carpels  with  some  very  short  hairs,  soon  becoming  glabrous, 
numerous,  finally  black,  shining,  slightly  juicy.  June,  middle  of  July. — 
On  schist  and  granite.  Woods  and  wooded  hills.  Maine  and  Loire  ; 
Le  Longeron,  St.-Lcger-du-Bois,  Ciiolet.  Vendee  :  Evrunes,  Pouzauges. 
—  Deux-Scvres  :  Le  Temple,  Cliatillon,  Nueil-sous-les-Aubiers. — Loire- 
Inferieure  :  La  Haie-Fouassiere  (de  I'Isle)  ;  Nantes. 

"  Obs.  R.  mutabilis  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  best  charac- 
terized plants  of  the  genus.  In  the  woods  of  Pouzauges  (Vendee)  a  plant 
is  frequently  met  with  which  is  distinguished  from  this  by  having  leaves 
green  below,  panicle  narrower,  and  pedicels  for  the  most  part  with 
but  one  tlower  ;  however,  it  appears  to  be  connected  with  this  plant  by 
intermediate  forms.  It  is  near  the  R.  palUdus  of  English  botanists,  but 
it  is  hardly  likely  to  belong  to  the  plant  of  W.  and  N." 

Having  given  a  translation  of  Genevier's  account  of  R.  mutabilis,  I 
append  to  it  a  description  of  the  Plymouth  plant  that  I  have  drawn  up — 
'■'■  Rnbns  obliqnus,  Wirtg. ;"  Blox.  Scemann's  Jonrn.  Bot.  Vol.  VllL 
pp.  69,  70  (1870)  :  —  Stem  arcuate-prosirate  or  nearly  prostrate,  rather 
stout,  angular,  furrowed,  often  purplish  and  mottled  with  a  white  glaucous 
bloom.  Prickles  tolerably  numerous,  not  confined  to  the  angles,  from  long 
compressed  bases,  strong,  slender,  slightly  declining  or  patent,  purplish 
with  yellow  points,  very  unequal,  passing  into  aciculi.  Aciculi  numerous,  of 
different  lengths,  springing  from  raised  bases.  Seise  few.  Hairs  rather 
scattered.  Leaves  5-nate ;  leaflets  rugose,  thick,  rather  convex,  above  ; 
petiole  aciculate,  setose,  hairy,  with  many  small  hooked  prickles ;  terminal 
leaflet  with  petiole  at  least  one-third  of  its  length,  rather  broadly  ovate, 
acuminate,  points  sometimes,  not  invariably,  oblique,  slightly  cordate  at 
the  base,  dentate,  serrate;  side  leaflets  stalked,  ovate-  or  obovate-acuniiuate  ; 
basal  shortly  stalked,  narrowly  ovate,  pointed.  Leaflets  with  a  few  scat- 
tered silky  hairs  above,  densely  pilose  beneath,  greenish  or  white  felted, 
veins  prominent.  Sti|)ules  lanceolate,  with  long  silky  hairs.  Flowering 
shoots  rather  stiff",  angular,  striate,  with  nunu-rous  prickles,  aciculi  and  long 
stift"  hairs.  Prickles  of  diflerent  lengths,  declining  or  slightly  hooked,  from 
long  narrow  compressed  bases,  slender,  sharp.  Leaves  3-nate  or  5-nate. 
Leaflets  ovate,  rather  shortly  acuminate,  terminal  one  slightly  cordate  at 
the  base,  sometimes  with  oblique  point,  serrate,  those  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  stem  dentate  also,  with  long  scattered  silky  hairs  above,  very  pilose 
below,  greenish-white  or  felted.  Panicle  pyramidal,  leafy  to  near  the  top, 
very  prickly,  acicidate,  setose  and  pilose ;  raehis  ratiier  rigid,  branches 
ascending,  stifl",  three  or  four  lower  ones  separated  and  axillary,  top 
dense,  rounded.  Sepals  ovate,  with  linear,  sometimes  slightly  lealy 
points,  greenish-white,  felted,  with  small  scattered  aciculi  ami  set;r,  re- 
flexed.  Petals  narrowly  ovate,  greenish-white,  notcheil  and  jagged. 
Filaments  white.  Styles  greenish.  Fruit  large,  symmetrical,  glossy 
black,  well  flavoured. 

Mr.  Baker,  in  his  co]iy  of  Genevier's  work,  has  written  against  the 
description  of  R.  mutabilis  "  between  R.  rudis  and  R.  Rudala  ;"  and  this  is 
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certainly  the  position  of  the  Plymouth  phiiit.  The  cliief  points  of  dif- 
ference between  specimens  of  the  two  are  that  tliose  of  R.  nmtahilh  are 
more  setaceous,  but  less  aeiculate  ou  the  barren  stems,  the  teruiinal 
leaflets  are  more  frequently  narrowed  at  the  base,  though  occasionally 
they  have  the  ovate  form  usual  in  the  Plymouth  plant.  The  leaves 
are,  as  a  rule,  larger,  apparently  flatter,  more  felted  and  less  hairy  be- 
neath, but  in  the  latter  respect  the  foreign  specimens  vary  considerably 
from  each  other.  The  panicle  of  R.  mntabUis  is  less  corymbose,  rigid, 
and  dense  at  the  top ;  its  sepals  are  considerably  more  setaceous ;  and 
its  petals,  as  is  still  apparent  on  some  of  the  specimens,  are  bright  pink, 
Avhilst  those  of  the  other  are  white. 

The  above  differences  would  probably  make  Continental  botanists  un- 
willing to  join  the  two  plants  together ;  but  I  think  most  British  ones, 
had  they  the  specimens  before  them  that  I  now  have,  would  join  with  me 
in  the  conclusion  that  the  Plymouth  plant  is  R.  mntabllis,  Genevier. 

Although  spread  over  a  considerable  tract  of  country  about  Plymouth, 
and  abundant  in  some  spots,  it  yet  must  be  considered  local,  as  it  is 
entirely  absent  from  some  districts,  and  has  not  yet  been  seen  by  me  in 
Cornwall.  To  the  stations  given  for  it  by  the  Hev.  A.  Bloxam  in  the 
article  referred  to  above,  I  can  now  add  the  following : — 

In  the  ti'act  of  country  drained  by  the  Plym. — Lower  Mount  Gould; 
Efford  Lane ;  Underwood  ;  near  Herdwick  Farm,  Plympton  ;  between 
Newidiam  and  Crownhill  Down;  by  Bickleigh  Down,  and  elsewhere 
about  Bickleigh. 

In  the  district  of  the  Tavy. — Between  Hoborough  Village  and  Axter 
Gate ;  on  the  southern  border  of  Roborough  Down ;  between  Plymouth 
and  Tavistock,  about  eleven  miles  from  the  former  place. 

In  that  of  the  Erme. — Near  Hemerdon,  between  Lutton  and  Sparke- 
well ;  Brixton  Tor. 


SHORT  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

Botanical  Terms. — There  exists  among  English  descriptive  bota- 
nists some  discrepancy  as  to  the  meaning  of  certain  common  terms  used 
to  express  the  outline  of  leaves.  The  terms  in  question  are  '  lanceolate,' 
'  oval,'  '  elliptic,'  and  '  oblong.'  The  conditions  defined  by  the  use  of 
these  terms  are  the  relative  proportion  of  length  and  breadth,  and  certain 
forms  of  the  base  and  apex.  With  reference  to  '  lanceolate,'  the  defini- 
tions given  by  our  leading  systematists  agree  as  to  the  proportion  of 
length  to  breadth,  that  the  latter  must  not  be  in  greater  pi-oportion  to 
the  former  than  as  1  to  3  ;  but  whilst  some  define  the  two  extremities  as 
tapering  equally,  others  require  that  the  base  shall  be  broader  than  the 
apex,  the  leaf  thus  having  a  narrowly  ovate  form.  The  definition  in 
Professor  Oliver's  '  Lessons,'  and  in  the  introduction  to  the  series  of 
Colonial  Floras,  also  given  in  Mr.  Bentham's  '  Handbook,'  is  this  latter 
one ;  whilst  the  late  Professor  Lindley,  and  the  text-books  chiefly  in  use 
in  this  country  (Dr.  Masters',  Prof.  Bentley's)  give  the  former.  In  the 
practice,  however,  of  botanists  the  use  of  this  term  is  by  no  means  so 
strict  as  their  de'finitions.  As  to  the  other  three  terms,  none  are  defined 
in  the  introduction  to  the  Colonial  Floras,  where  it  is  simply  said  that 
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they  are  "  compai'ed  to  the  corresponding  nnatheinatical  forms."  This 
would  make  'oblong'  a  parallelogram;  but  all  that  seems  to  be  implied 
iu  the  terra  is  that  the  two  long  sides  of  the  leaf  are  parallel  to  some 
extent :  in  the  proportion  of  lengtli  and  breadth  there  is  but  little  agree- 
ment among  authorities.  '  Oval '  and  '  elliptical  '  are  doubtless  synony- 
mous in  geometry,  and  Linnaeus  (Phil.  T?ot.)  employed  them  in  the  strict 
mathematical  sense ;  they  are  still  used  interchangeably  by  many  botanists 
to  indicate  a  figure  about  twice  as  long  as  broad,  broadest  iu  the  middle, 
and  equal  at  the  ends,  which  may  be  either  rounded  or  pointed.  In  Pro- 
fessor Oliver's  outline  figures,  however,  'elliptical'  is  a  figure  broader 
than  '  oval '  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  2.  Other  descriptive  botanists 
(lisliuguish  between  '  oval  '  with  the  apex  ami  base  graduated  to  a  point, 
and  'elliptic'  with  the  ends  rouudeil,  and  the  sides  more  or  less  parallel. 
It  appears  to  me  that  a  combination  of  or  compromise  between  the  views 
of  different  writers  might  be  effected  with  advantage,  and  the  four  terms 
made  to  cover  all  the  forms  of  simply-outlined  leaves  equal  at  both  ends  iu 
the  following  manner,  in  no  case  giving  a  veio  signification  to  a  term, 
though  the  proposed  definition  of  ov<d  is  not  that  which  it  originally 
possessed : — 

Leaf  tapering  from  the  middle  equally  to  base  and  apex — 
About  twice  as  long  as  broad  =  oval. 
About  thrice  ,,  =^  lanceolate. 

Leaf  with  more  or  less  parallel  sides  and  l)lunt  extremities — 
About  twice  as  long  as  broad  =  elliptic. 
About  thrice  „  =  oblong. 

Intermediate  forms  can  be  expressed  by  combination  of  these  terms, 
and  ibrms  where  either  the  base  or  apex  is  the  bioatler  by  the  use  of  ovale 
or  obovale,  alone,  or  in  combination  with  one  of  the  terms  above  defined. 
Whatever  definitions  be  adopted,  at  all  events  it  is  very  desirable  that 
greater  uniformity  should  be  secured  than  at  present  exists. — Henry 
Trimkn. 


Middlesex  Plants. — On  some  waste  ground  near  the  new  South 
West  India  Docks  I  noticed  last  month  (October)  a  very  large  quantity 
of  Aster  Tripolimn,  both  rayed  and  not  rayed.  On  the  same  ground 
occurred  as  introductions  Seiiecio  riscosns  and  Xaiithiitm  spiiiosuui.  The 
latter  is  not  given  as  a  Middlesex  plant  in  the  published  Flora  of  that 
county.  I  may  also  mention  that  in  ISGt)  I  collected  Xaulhiitiii  Stnctiia- 
ri/tm  iit  Chelsea;  the  latest  date  in  the  Flora  is  17-ifi,  and  the  plant  is 
bracketed  as  "  probably  extinct."  I  have  shown  my  specimens  to  Dr. 
Trimen. — F.  Naylor/ 


Note  on  the  Supposed  Cerastium  pumildm  from  Jersey  (see 
ante,  p.  199). — As  Dr.  Trimen  has  been  kiiul  enough  to  allow  me  to  see 
some  more  specimens  of  the  Cerastium  which  he  gathered  on  the  sand- 
hills of  Jersey,  I  think  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  here  that,  on  a  secoml 
examination,  1  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  former  opinion,  and  I 
believe  the  nhuit  is  ivpieal  C.  tctraiidrinn,  not  C.  piimHitin.     So  far  as  my 
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experience  goes,  the  plant  growing  on  seaside  sandliills  is  always  C.  tetran- 
drum,  whereas  C.  pumilum  ocours  on  calcareous  banks,  or  among  tlie 
short  herl)age  of  the  chalk  downs  near  to  the  sea,  but  not  on  the  sand- 
hills of  the  shore. — A.  G.  More. 


SiBTEiORPlA  EUROP^A  IN  SussEX. — This  rare  plant  has  been  re- 
ported to  be  extinct  in  Sussex  [Journ.  Bot.  VI.  p.  264;  comp.  Cyb. 
Brit.  p.  2fi4],  but  it  still  lingers  in  at  least  one  spot  on  the  borders  of 
the  county,  namely,  in  the  parish  of  Waldron,  about  eight  miles  north  of 
Hailsham,  where,  by  the  side  of  a  little  stream  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep 
valley,  the  writer  found  it  growing  sparingly  last  summer.  The  locality 
was  courteously  pointed  out  by  the  Rev.  H.  Ley,  the  rector  of  the 
parish,  to  whom  it  has  been  long  known.  Waldron  is  noted  for  other 
botanical  rarities,  especially  the  Phytcnina  spicntiim,  which  grows  there 
abundantly.  The  beautiful  and  sweet-scented  Lmtrcea  foenisecii  is  also 
found  there.— A.  K.  Cherrill. 


A  New  Garden  Label. — The  indestructibility  of  solid  paraffin  sug- 
gested to  me  its  use  for  the  preservation  of  printed  plant  labels.  The 
plan  having  proved  successful,  and  the  '  paraffined  '  labels  having  resisted 
the  adverse  atmospheric  influences  of  two  seasons,  I  cannot  but  hope  that 
more  extended  trials  will  confirm  my  conviction  that  a  permanent  garden 
label,  legible  and  inexpensive,  has  been  attained.  The  following  is  a 
brief  description  of  the  mode  of  preparing  the  labels  : — Print  the  names, 
etc.,  of  the  plants  on  stout,  smooth,  white  paper  of  suitable  dimensions 
and  form.  Prepare  cast-iron  label-holders  with  a  flattened  spike  to  keep 
them  straight  in  the  ground,  and  with  the  upper  expanded  portion  so 
contrived  as  to  have  a  sunk  flat  space  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep, 
and  the  right  size  for  the  reception  of  the  printed  label  and  its  protective 
glass  cover.  Paint  this  sunk  space  with  several  coats  of  good  white 
paint,  and  allow  it  to  dry  thoroughly.  The  next  step  is  to  unite  the 
label  to  the  glass  plate  with  paraffin.  The  paper-label  and  the  glass  be- 
ing cut  to  the  same  size,  the  latter  is  cleaned  and  kept  hot, — about  as  hot 
as  boiling  water, — while  the  label  is  being  dipped  into  a  bath  of  melted 
paraffin.  The  label  is  then  quickly  pressed  on  to  the  hot  glass,  a  board 
and  a  weight  being  put  upon  both.  When  cold,  the  glass  with  its 
adherent  label  is  placed  in  the  sunk  space  of  the  label-holder,  and 
secured  with  good  putty.  Subsequently,  a  coat  or  two  of  paint  on  this 
putty  will  keep  all  secure.  The  above  directions  are  much  easier  to 
carry  out  than  they  appear  to  be  at  first  sight,  while  several  contrivances 
and  precautions  will  suggest  themselves  to  any  one  who  carries  them  out 
on  a  large  scale.  For  instance,  the  glass  plates  may  be  kept  hot  in  an 
oven,  and  removed  with  a  pair  of  crucible  tongs  as  wanted,  while  another 
pair  of  tongs  or  pincers  will  be  useful  to  hold  the  labels  during  their  im- 
mersion in  the  melted  paraffin.  Here  it  should  be  stated  that  the  best 
paraffin  is  that  which  is  freest  from  any  kind  of  fat  or  grease,  and  melts 
at  a  temperature  at  least  above  56°  Centigrade.  It  might  be  found 
advisable  to  imbed  the  label  and  glass  in  paraffin,  or  to  modify  the  plan 
of  fixing  the  label  to  the  glass  by  putting  it,  soaked  in  paraffin,  between 
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two  sheets,  but  the  principle  of  all  these  modifications  is  identical.  The 
air  and  rain  are  excluded,  and  cannot  give  rise  to  the  discoloration  of  the 
label. — k.  H.  Chuj{CH. 


Fruit  of  Vinca  (pp.  14,  336). — I  have  before  me  ripe  fruit  of  Vinca 
mnjor,  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  J.  Pristo,  of  Alverstone,  Whippingham, 
Isle  of  Wight.  1  have  also,  I  believe,  seen  ripe  fruit  of  Vinca  minor 
from  copses  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  Dr.  Bromfield's  herbarium. — F. 
Stratton. 


DiGITARIA    SANGUINALIS    NEAR    PLYMOUTH. The    Rcv.    H.  N.    EUa- 

conibe  sends  a  specimen  of  h'ujllaria  scuigninalis,  the  true  plant, 
gathered  in  waste  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth. — J.  G. 
Baker. 


SiLENE  NOCTIFLORA,  Z. — I  fouud  this  plant,  in  September  last, 
growing  sparingly  in  an  arable  field  adjoining  the  river  Dec,  close  to 
the  railway  viaduct  half  a  mile  south  of  Cefn,  in  Denbighshire.  It  is,  I 
believe,  new  to  the  county  and  to  the  province  of  North  Wales. — F. 
Stratton. 


Anthyllis  DiLLENii,  ScJinltz. — Has  this  plant  been  found  of  late  in 
a  bog  near  Aberfraw,  Anglesea  ?  A  specimen  of  it  is  in  the  herbarium  of 
the  Royal  Institution,  Liverpool,  dated  July,  1853,  and  collected  by  the 
late  John  Sliillitoe.— J.  Harbord  Lewis.  [A  very  unlikely  plant  to 
grow  anywhere  in  a  hog. — J.  G.  B.] 


Note  on  the  Fertilization  of  Cereals. — I  am  not  aware  of 
any  observations  on  the  fertilization  of  cereals.  This  year  I  turned  my 
attention  to  the  subject,  from  being  at  work  on  the  Grasses  for  the  third 
edition  of  '  English  Botany  ;'  and  as  my  residence  is  in  the  midst  of  corn- 
fields, I  had  ample  opportunities  of  investigating  the  subject.  In  Wheat 
and  Barley  the  stignuis  receive  the  pollen  from  the  anthers  before  the 
latter  are  protruded,  and  the  exserted  anthers  I  found  to  be  always  empty. 
In  the  Oat  most  of  the  protruded  anthers  are  empty,  but  occasionally 
anthers  with  pollen  are  to  be  found  after  protrusion,  and  stigmas  exposed 
at  the  sides  of  the  florets,  which  1  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  Wheat 
and  Barley.  All  the  British  forms  of  the  J g  ropy  rum  section  of  Tritkian, 
and  Ilordenm  murinnm,  maritimum,  and  bulhosiim  protrude  their  stigmas 
and  unemptied  anthers  in  the  manner  usnal  among  the  Eunjanlhi'(e. 
My  observations  are  confined  to  the  county  of  Fife,  and  the  case  of  the 
Oat  seems  to  show  that  the  mode  of  fertilization  is  not  always  constant 
in  the  same  species,  so  that  ohservaiions  are  required  in  otlicr  places. 
The  question  is  more  important  than  it  appears  at  first  sight.  I  have 
noticed  letters  in  the  newspapers  from  farmers,  predicting  a  bad  wheat 
harvest  because  the  "  wind  had  blown  oil"  the  flowers."  Now,  if  the 
anthers  mav  be  blown  o(f  without  aiVecting  the  fertilization  no  harm  is 
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done,  and  the  belief  of  this   may  save  a  needless  panic  and  uncalled-for 
rise  in  the  price  of  corn. — J.  Boswell  Syme. 


Impatiens  fulva  in  Kent. — I  am  not  aware  that  Impatiens  fuloa 
has  ever  been  recorded  for  the  above  county,  so  it  may  be  worth  while 
noting  that  it  is,  and  has  been  for  at  least  eight  years,  extremely  abun- 
dant on  both  sides  of  the  little  river  Ravensbourne,  near  Lower  Syden- 
ham. I  have  more  than  once  walked  along  the  stream  for  a  considerable 
distance  without  losing  sight  of  the  plant. — James  Bkitten. 


Flora  -of  Marlborough. — The  following  plants  may  be  added  to 
the  list  of  additions  given  in  '  Journal  of  Botany,'  Vol.  Ylll.  p.  324  : — 

Diplotaxis  muralis  !  .  Arctium  minus  1 

Nasturtium  araphibium  !  ;  Lactuca  virosa  ! 

Tblaspi  perfoliatum  !  (Savernake.)  Vaccinium  Myrtillus  ! 

Spergularia  rubra  ! 

Geranium  pyrenaiciim  ! 

Melilotus  vulgaris ! 

Orobus  tuberosus,  (i.  tenuifolius  !  j  Nepeta  Cataria  ! 

Kosa  arvensis,  var.  bibracteata  !  i  Lamiiim  iucisuin  ! 

Prunus  Avium  !  Scutellaria  minor! 

Rubus  Lejeunii  {fde  Babington).  Allium  vineale,  j3.  compactum  ! 

Epilobium  obscurum  !  \  Lemna  trisulca  ! 


Chlora  perfoiiata  ! 
Lysimachia  vulgaris  I 
Digitalis  purpurea  I 


Hieracium  sylvaticum  ! 
Senecio  sylvaticus  ! 
Bideus  cernua  ! 


Carex  fulva  1 
Alopecurus  fulvus !  (Swindon   Re- 
servoir.) 


Specimens  of  each  have  come  under  my  notice  while  looking  through  a 
portion  of  the  herbarium  of  the  Marlborough  College  Natural  History 
Society;  CarmUna  saliva  may  be  added  to  the  list  of  casuals. — James 
Britten. 


Winter  Fertilization. — In  the  first  number  of  '  Nature '  (for  Nov. 
4th,  1869),  I  ventured  a  hypothesis,  founded  on  a  series  of  observations, 
that  plants  which  flower  in  the  winter  have  their  reproductive  organs 
specially  arranged  to  promote  self-fertilization.  The  following  fact  seems 
to  confirm  this  theory : — I  recently  came  upon  a  late-flowering  patch  of 
Slellaria  aquatica.  Scop.,  on  which  the  following  oljsei"vations  were  made 
on  two  separate  occasions,  Oct.  21st  and  38th.  Plants  belonging  to  the 
Order  Caryophjllacea  are,  as  a  rule,  so  strongly  protandrous  (see  my 
paper  in  the  '  Journal  of  Botany  '  for  October,  IS 70),  that  cross-fertiliza- 
tion is  almost  essential.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  I  found  in 
almost  all  the  open  flowers,  of  which  there  were  a  considerable  number, 
the  anthers  discharging  their  pollen  at  the  time  when  the  stigma  was 
receptive,  the  stigraatic  surfaces  being  brought  into  immediate  contact 
with  the  dehiscing  anthers  in  a  singular  manner.  Of  the  ten  stamens  five 
are  opposite  the  petals,  while  five  spring  from  interpetalar  glands.  The 
former  rested  nearly  horizontally  on  the  petals  ;  the  latter,  structurally  the 
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exterior  row,  because  alternate  with  the  petals,  inclined  forwards  into  the 
centre  of  the  tlowers ;  and  in  some  instances  the  five  styles  were  actually 
curled  round  the  stamens  in  a  very  singular  manner.  In  some  flowers  on 
the  same  plants,  as  is  the  habit  with  this  species,  the  number  of  styles 
was  reduced  to  four,  or  even  three ;  and  equally  in  the  case  of  lliese  uu- 
synimetrical  flowers  three  or  four  of  the  stamens  stand  forward  from  the 
rest,  to  receive,  as  it  were,  the  embraces  of  as  many  styles.  There  were 
quite  a  number  of  flowers  expanded  which  presented  the  above  features. 
— Alfred  W.  Bennett.     (See  also  '  Nature,'  for  October  26.) 


Arrangement  for  Cross-Ffrtilization  of  the  Floavers  of 
ScRopHULARiA  NODOSA. — It  IS  probable  that  the  dichogamy  of  the  flowers 
of  ScropJuihiria  has  been  already  observed  and  published  ;  but  it  Avas  new 
to  me,  until  pointed  out  this  season  by  my  assistant  Dr.  Parlow.  The  ar- 
rangement is  this : — In  the  freshly-opened  blossom  the  upper  part  of  the 
style  is  bent  forward  so  as  to  bring  the  stigma  now  ready  for  pollen,  just 
over  the  patent  lower  lip  of  the  corolla ;  the  anthers,  not  yet  dehiscent, 
are  out  of  sight  towards  the  bottom  of  the  corolla  ;  the  filaments  being 
strongly  recurved  or  doidjled  over.  In  the  blossom  a  day  or  two  older, 
the  stigma  has  dried  up,  the  style  become  flabby,  and  the  filaments  have 
straightened  so  as  to  bring  the  four  anthers  up  to  the  gorge  of  the  corolla 
at  the  base  of  the  lower  lip,  just  l)ack  of  the  now  withering  stigma ;  the 
transversely  dehiscent  anthers  are  now  widely  open.  The  flowers  are 
visited  by  honey-bees,  which  barely  insert  their  heads  into  the  gorge  of  the 
flowers ;  the  chin  or  throat  oS  the  bee,  coming  into  contact  with  tlie  lower 
lip  of  the  corolla,  is  necessarily  dusted  with  pollen  from  the  older  flowers ; 
and  this  pollen,  in  the  passage  from  flower  to  flower  and  plant  to  plant,  is 
inevitably  applied  to  the  stigma  of  the  freshly- opened  tlowers,  which  alone 
is  in  condition  to  receive  it.  The  nectar  sought  by  insects  is  here  secreted 
abundantly  by  the  corolla,  at  its  base  on  the  posterior  side,  and  to  some 
extent  by  the  disk  which  girds  the  base  of  the  ovary  ;  the  posterior  face 
of  the  scale,  which  represents  the  anther  of  the  fifth  stamen,  is  apparently 
glandular,  but  hardly,  if  at  all,  nectariferous.  Bees  plunge  their  proboscis 
to  the  bottom  of  the  flower. — Dr.  Asa  Gray  in  SiUiman's  Journal, 
Aufjud,  1871. 

Hypocotyledonary  gemmation  is  of  uncommon  occuiTcnce.  My 
attention  has  been  called  by  Mr.  Guerineau,  the  gardener  of  the  Cambridge 
Botanic  Ganhm,  to  a  remarkable  instance  which  occurs  in  all  our  seedlings 
oi  DelpJiiiiinm  nudicunle,i\\tm\k[\w  red  or  red-and-ycUow-tlowered  species 
of  California.  As  this  species  is  now  in  European  cultivation,  and  a  pro- 
bable variety  of  it — D.  cardlnale — was  raised  and  figured  in  England 
several  years  ago,  the  peculiarity  in  question  is  likely  to  have  been  noted  ; 
but  I  have  seen  no  account  of  it.  In  germination  the  slender  radicle 
elevates  a  pair  of  well-formed  ovate  cotyledons  in  the  usual  way.  These 
acquire  full  development,  but  no  phunule  appears  between  ihem  ;  conse- 
quently the  primary  axis  is  here  ai  rested.  Soon  a  nasiform  thickening  is 
formed  underground  at  the  junetioji  of  the  lower  end  of  the  radicle  with 
the  true  root;  from  this  is  produced  a  sh'uder  petioled  o-lobed  leaf,  which 
comes  up  by  the  side  of  the  primary  plantlct  ;  soon  u  second  leaf  appears, 
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and  so  on,  setting  up  the  permanent  axis  of  the  plant  from  a  bud  vvliicli 
thus  originates  from  the  very  base  of  a  well-developed  radicle,  if  not  from 
the  root  itself. — Dr.  Asa  Gray  in  SilUmati's  Journal,  July,  1871. 


IProtecbtngs  of  Sonefics. 

LiNNEAN  Society. — November  l&lh. — G.  Benthain,  Esq.,  President, 
in  th  chair. — ]\Ir.  Jansen  exhibited  specimens  of  Centaurea  sohtitialis, 
found  in  a  cornfield  above  Combe  Martin,  North  Devon.  "  On  the 
Floral  Structure  of  Impatiens  fulva,  Nntt.,  with  special  reference  to 
the  closed  self-fertilized  flowers,"  by  A.  W.  Bennett.  These  have  been, 
on  the  whole,  well  described  and  drawn  by  Professor  Asa  Gray  in  his 
'  Genera  of  the  Plants  of  the  United  States,'  but  the  author  had  ob- 
served one  or  two  additional  points.  In  the  oi-dinary  conspicuous 
flowers  self-fertilization  is  absolutely  prevented  by  a  membranous  wing 
attached  to  the  staminal  tube,  which  completely  covers  in  the  pistil,  pre- 
venting the  access  of  pollen,  and  they  seldom  bear  fruit.  The  minute 
closed  flowers  are  far  more  numerous,  and  are  almost  invariably  fertilized. 
The  regular  calyx  and  corolla  are  thrown  off  from  tlie  pistil  in  the  form  of 
a  cap,  resembling  the  caljptra  of  a  Moss,  which  the  author  suggested  is 
caused  by  the  elasticity  of  the  filaments.  The  stamens  are  of  an  altoge- 
ther dift'erent  construction  from  those  in  the  conspicuous  flowers,  entirely 
free,  strap-shaped  in  form  and  with  small  anthers,  containing  a  very  small 
quantity  of  pollen.  These  never  dehisce;  but,  as  is  often  the  case  with 
"  cleistogenous  "  flowers,  the  pollen  grains  protrude  their  tubes  wliile  still 
in  the  anther,  piercing  its  wall  to  reach  the  stigma.  The  "  cleisto- 
genous "  flowers  are  more  numerous  than  the  conspicuous  ones  in  the 
proportion  of  at  least  twenty  to  one,  and  are  produced  throughout  the 
summer  synchronously  with  them,  generally  on  different  plants,  occa- 
sionally on  diflerent  branches  of  the  same  plant,  never  on  the  same  branch. 
The  author  was  unable  to  detect  that  the  conspicuous  flowers  are  ever 
visited  by  insects,  and  the  staminal  arrangement  seemed  to  promote  abso- 
lute sterility  rather  than  cross-fertilization.  The  paper  concluded  with 
some  observations  by  Mr.  Darwin,  generally  in  accordance  with  those  of 
Mr.  Bennett,  and  especially  on  the  point  that  the  two  kinds  of  flowers  are 
distinct  from  the  outset,  and  that  the  closed  ones  are  not  the  result  of 
"  arrested  development,"  as  held  by  Professor  Gray.  The  paper  was 
illustrated  by  a  series  of  drawings.  Mr.  Bentham  referred  to  the  closed 
flowers  of  Viola,  and  noticed  similar  conditions  in  Ononis  minuliasima  and 
Salvia  clandeslina ;  in  the  former  of  these  two,  the  apetalous  flowers, 
however,  appear  before  the  normal  ones.  "  Eemarks  on  DoUchos  unijlorus," 
by  N.  A.  Dalzell.  "  Florae  Hongkongensis  Supplementum,"  by  H.  F. 
Hance,  Ph.D.  The  author  adds  seventy -five  species  to  the  published 
Hongkong  Flora.  The  President  remarked  on  the  peculiar  richness  of 
the  flora  in  number  of  species,  and  the  interest  attaching  to  several  which 
have  become  known  only  through  single  specimens,  or  mere  fragments 
accidentally  obtained. 
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Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh. — November  'dth. — Alexander 
Buclian,  M.A.,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  President  delivered  an  in- 
augural address,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  : — 

I  propose  in  this  address  to  make  some  remarks  on  climate  and  wea- 
ther relative  to  the  geographical  distribution  of  plants,   havin.^  recently 
completed  certain  inquiries  regarding  prevailing  winds  and  rainfall  which 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  the  subject.      In  1847,  De  Can  lolle  made 
some  researches  into  the  causes  which  limit  vegetable  species  t  jwnrds  the 
north  in  Europe  and  similar  regions,  and  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
every  species  having  its  northern  limit  in  central  or  northern  Europe  ad- 
vances as  far  as  it  finds  a  certain  fixed  amount  of  heat,  calculated  from 
that  day  of  the  year  when  "  a  certain  mean  temperature  commences  to  the 
day  when  that  mean  terminates."     This  law  he  applied  with  great  inge- 
nuity, in  explanation  of  the  northern  limit  of  Alysmm  calyclnuM,  Eiiornj- 
mus  europceas,  and  Dianthus  Carlhuuanoram.     It  is  evident  that  this  law 
can  be  best  tested  by  applying  it  to  the  limits  of  wheat,  barley,  the  vine, 
and  other  cultivated    species,  since  owing  to  the  care  taken  of  them  by 
man  in  their  cultivation,  it  may  be  considered  that  it  is  climalic  condi- 
tions alone  which   set  the  limits   to   their  distribution.     Acording  to 
Boussingault,  wheat  requires  8248°  F.  from  the  time  it  begins  to  grow 
in  spring  for  the  proper  ripening  of  the  crop  ;  and  moreover,  this  heat 
must  be  so  distributed  as  to  secure  a  mean  temperature  of  58°  during  the 
period  when  the  seed  is  ripening.     This  statement  referred  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  to  which   his  researches   were  confined.     But  we  have 
found   in   Scotland   that  a  mean    temperature  of  56°  with   the   average 
amount  of  rain  and  sunshine,  is  sufficient  to  ripen  wheat  properly.      Not 
only  so,  but  the  crops  of  18()4  ripened  well  with  a  temperature  as  low  as 
5'i'4  ;  iu  this  year,  however,  the  sunshine  was  much   above  the  average, 
and  the  mean  of  the  day  temperatures  was  high.     Now  whatever  i)e  the 
cause,  whether  the  longer  day  in  Scotland,  or  the  clear  sky,  or  b  )th  com- 
bined, which  brings  about  the  above  results,  it  is  clear  that  in  co  isidering 
the  influence  of  temperature  on  the  ripening  of  plants,   it  is  not  merely 
mean  temperature,  but  the  manner  in  which  this  vital  element   is  [)ar- 
titioned  during  the  twenty-four  hours  which  must  be  taken  into  account. 
Now  what   most  influences  the  mode  in  which  temperature  is  distributed 
during  the  day  is  the  amount  of  cloud  and  moistiu'e  in  the  atmosphere,  to 
a  knowledge  of  which  the  rainfall  thronnh  the  mouths  of  the  year  may  be 
regarded  as  furnishing  the  best  available  key.     Indeed,   so  great  is  the 
direct  and  indirect  influence  of  moisture  on  plants,  that  we  shall  not  be 
far  wrong  in  supposing  it  to  be  co-ordinate  with  that  of  temp  rature. 
De  Candolle's  researches  applied  to  a  region  where  the  cliuuttes  are  de- 
termined rather  by  variations  of  temperature  than  of  moisture.      Not  the 
least  valuable  of  the  results  he  arrived  at  in  applying  the  hiw  to  other 
regions  is  this,  viz.  "  On  the  borders  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  the  limits 
appeared  so  often  determined  b_v  the  humidity,  or  by  causes  still  uuixnown, 
that  the  operations  of  temperature  always  eluded  my  calculations.'"      In 
the  climates  of  this   region   tlie   rainfall   plays  a  c()ns]ncuous  part,  and 
hence,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  an  assumed  climalic  limit  to  species 
which  did  not  include  the  raiid'all,  turned  out  to  be  inapplicabh'  to  the 
facts  of  distribution.     Again,  perennial  species,  especially  trees  and  shrubs, 
are  in  many  cases  arrested,  or  limited,  by  the  absolutely  lowest  tempera- 
tures that  occur.     The  great  frost  of  Christmas  IS  GO   brought  us  very 
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valuable  information  bearing  on  the  point.  These  low  temperatures  de- 
pend to  a  great  extent,  no  doubt,  on  the  latitude,  but  they  more  par- 
ticularly are  determined  by  the  state  of  the  sky  and  by  local  situation. 
If  the  climate  is  characterized  by  a  dry  calm  atmosphere,  the  loss  of  heat 
by  radiation  during  the  nights  of  winter  is  great,  and  the  temperature 
falls  correspondingly  low  ;  and  owing  to  the  greater  density  and  conse- 
quent Weight  of  cold  air,  it  Hows  down  the  slopes  of  a  country  which  is 
being  coole<l  down,  much  in  the  same  way  as  water,  and  settles  in  the 
low-lying  situations.  It  is  well-known  that  it  is  in  such  situations  where 
the  destructive  effects  of  frosts  are  greatest  on  vegetable  forms.  Now 
wliat  we  wish  to  draw  possible  attention  to  is  this: — of  the  two  con- 
ditions, heat  and  moisture,  we  have  in  the  distribution  of  rain  a  body  of 
facts  which  will  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the  dis- 
tribution of  plants  more  quickly  and  more  certainly  than  the  facts  of  the 
distiibution  of  temperature.  It  is  not  merely  the  daily  and  annual  fluc- 
tuations of  the  temperature  of  a  climate  which  may  be  inferred  from  a 
knowledge  of  its  humidity;  it  is  not  merely  the  greater  immediate  results 
which  accrue  to  plants  arising  from  a  change  in  the  humidity  than  rises 
from  a  change  of  temperature  ;  but  what  especially  concerns  the  question 
is  this  vital  distinction  between  the  two,  viz.  as  regards  temperature, 
climates  range  into  each  other  by  comparatively  nice  gradations,  whereas 
on  the  contrary,  the  most  diverse  climates,  as  respects  moisture  or  dryness, 
are  frequently  placed  sharply  side  by  side.  1  have  been  long  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  rainfall  viewed  in  these  aspects, 
and  have  recently  constmcted  thirteen  maps,  showing  for  each  of  the 
months  and  for  the  year  the  rainfall  over  the  greater  part  of  the  laud  of 
tiie  nortliern  hemisphere.  The  result  of  the  whole  discussion  in  its  rela- 
tion to  climate  is  very  striking.  Everywhere  the  rainfall  is  dependent  on 
the  prevailing  winds  and  on  the  configuration  of  the  earth's  surface;  and 
since  the  prevailing  winds  depend  on  the  distribution  of  land  and  water 
over  the  globe  with  respect  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  it  follows  that  the  pre- 
sent climates  of  the  earth  are  determined  by  the  relative  distribution  of 
land  and  water,  and  that  with  a  different  distribution  we  should  have 
different  climates.  Perhaps  nowhere  on  the  globe  does  there  exist  such 
diversity  of  climate  as  in  x\merica,  west  of  the  Eocky  Mountains;  and 
there  is  also  very  great  diversity  in  India,  the  region  of  the  Caucasus,  and 
Spain  and  Portugal.  The  United  States  of  Aujerica,  both  the  praiiie  and 
Alleghany  regions,  British  America,  the  Mediterranean  regions,  Sweden 
and  Norway,  and  the  south  and  east  of  Asia,  have  peculiar  and  well- 
marked  climates.  Not  only  so,  but  even  in  Russia,  there  are  great  dif- 
ferences arising  from  the  different  way  in  which  the  rainfall  is  partitioned 
through  the  months,  especially  from  May  to  August.  Now  it  is  in  those 
regions  which  present  climates  the  most  diverse  from  each  other,  and 
many  of  them  sharply  defined,  that  the  geographical  distribution  of  plants 
may  be  best  studied,  because  these  climates  afford  the  conditions  best 
suited  for  tracing  the  influence  of  climate  in  this  distribution,  and  in  the 
changes  it  effects,  or  does  not  effect,  on  the  habits  and  different  organs  of 
the  plants  themselves.  But  to  develope  this  part  of  the  subject  so  as  to 
arrive  at  some  really  scientific  knowledge  of  the  laws  regulating  the  dis- 
tribution of  plants,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  confusion  in  our 
present  catalogues  of  plants  be  rectified,  and  that  the  areas  of  the  distri- 
bution of  species  be  stated  with  a  precision  much  greater  than  has  hitherto 
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been  thougiit  necessary.  To  efl'ect  these  salutary  clianges,  we  must  in- 
vite the  aid  of  Local  Natural  History  Societies  ;  and  botanists  will  require 
to  give  their  assistance  in  supplying  us  with  exhaustive  moaographs  of 
separate  genera,  or  other  naturally  allied  forms. 

The  following  communications  were  read  : — "  On  the  Zones  of  Coruferce 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Crest  of  the  Maritime  Alps."  By  M. 
Moggridge,  Es(j.  The  following  table  showa  the  lowest  and  highest 
elevations  in  feet  at  which  the  ilitferent  species  are  found: — 


Pinus  Pinea 
P.  maritinia 
P.  halepensis     . 
Cnpressus  sempervirens 
Juniperus  phoenicia   . 
Pinus  sylvestris 
Abies  excelsa    . 
A.  pectinata 
Taxus  baccata  . 
Lnrix  europseus 
Pinus  Cembra  . 
Juniperus  communis  . 


Lowest. 

Highest. 

0 

1046 

0 

4143 

0 

2760 

0 

2300 

0 

4000 

1977 

5100 

1800 

3100 

1900 

3600 

2650 

2650 

3500 

5500 

4500 

5150 

0 

6300 

The  starting-poinis  from  the  coast  embraced  the  line  from  Monaco  to 
Ventimeglia.  "  Note  on  the  Therajieutics  of  Plii/salis  Alkeken:/i."  By 
E.  Drunimond,  Esq.  Mr.  Ununmond  states  that  he  is  at  present  engaged 
investigating  the  therapeutics  of  Pli.;/.snHs,  an  almost,  if  not  quite,  obsolete 
drug,  which  is  mentioned  by  Dioscorides.  It  possesses  in  a  considerable 
degree  the  hypnotic  power,  which  is  tiie  main  characteristic  of  the  Sula- 
nacece.  It  is  also  diuretic,  which,  perhaps,  is  due  to  its  sedative  iuHit- 
ence,  relaxing  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  capillary  vcsse's  of  the 
renal  system.  It  had  been  used  in  extreme  cases  of  gouty  paroxysm  with 
good  eifect.  "  Notes  on  the  York  and  Lancaster  Rose."  By  Mr.  Gorrie. 
This  is  described  l)y  Parkinson  in  his  '  Garden  of  Pleasant  Flowers,'  pub- 
lished in  1656,  as  Rona  versicolor.  The  specimen  now  on  the  tabic  shows 
this  to  be  a  variety  of  the  Rosa  damascena  of  Miller;  and  as  its  flowers 
agree  with  the  description  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  the  true 
York  and  Lancaster  Rose,  which  name  is  now  generally  applied  to  the 
Gloria-mil ndi  Rose  of  the  florists,  which  is  of  eomparativoly  recent  intro- 
duction, and  a  variety  of  the  Jtosa  gaUica,  or  French  Rose.  "  Notes  on 
some  Sections  of  Stems  of  Wi'Uiiigtojiia  (jigniitt'o  grown  at  Linton  Park, 
Maidstone."  ^s  Mr.  M'Nab. — A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  A.  Stephen 
Wilson,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  been  occupied  for  some  years 
investigating  certain  points  regarding  the  cereal  Grasses,  and  thought  it 
not  improbable  that  the  iiifidix  loliuiu  of  Virgil  and  others  included 
other  species  oi'  Z,olin»i,  and  that  the  ancient  farmers  may  have  misiaken 
ersrotized  seeds  for  natural  and  healthy  ones.  He  had  found  this  season 
many  of  the  common  grasses  ergotized,  and  he  intended  sowing  Loliitm 
lemuletUum  in  the  open  Held,  in  order  to  see  whether  it  is  as  liablo  to  be 
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eviiotized  as  Lol'ium.  perenne,  and  some  others.  He  presented  to  the 
Society  a  series  of  ergotized  British  grasses. — Mr.  Coutts  Trotter  noticed 
the  occurrence  of  Thytcuma  spicalnni,  Melissa  graiicJipora  and  ImperaLoria 
Ostrntliium  near  West  Plean,  Stirlingshire. — Professor  Balfour  exhibited 
specimens  of  Xauthium  spinusum,  a  plant  which  had  sprung  up  in  abun- 
<lance  in  a  pasture  field  between  Canonmills  and  Borrington  after  the  re- 
fuse of  a  tan-work  which  had  been  burnt  down,  had  been  spread  over  the 
ground.     The  seeds  had  probably  been  introduced  with  skins  or  bark. 


fifitaitkal  UttDS. 


On  the  night  of  November  1st,  died,  full  of  years,  William  Baxter,  for- 
merly Curator  of  the  Botanic  Garden,  Oxford.  Better  known  to  a  former 
generation  than  to  the  present,  Mr.  Baxter's  reputation  as  a  gardener  and 
a  botanist  has  been  to  the  present  race  a  tradition  of  the  past  rather  than 
a  fact  of  the  present.  Mr.  Baxter  was  appointed  to  the  Botanic  Garden 
as  long  ago  as  1813,  and  retired  in  favour  of  his  son,  Mr.  W.  H.  Baxter, 
the  present  holder  of  the  office,  some  twenty  years  since.  In  1817  he 
was  admitted  as  an  Associate  of  the  Linnean  Society,  and  in  this  present 
month  he  sank  to  his  rest  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  .  .  . 

When  Mr.  Baxter  was  tirst  appouited  to  the  Botanic  Garden,  Oxford, 
botany  had  sunk  to  its  lowest  level ;  Sherard,  Dillenius,  and  Sibthorp 
belonged  to  the  past.  Dr.  Williams,  who  held  the  chair  in  the  early  part 
of  Baxter's  curatorship,  was  an  elegant  scholar  and  an  amiable  man,  but 
added  nothing  to  botanical  science ;  and  for  practical  instruction  in 
bottiny  the  uudergraduutes  of  tiiat  day  had  recourse  to  the  teachings  of 
Mr.  Baxter.  Among  his  pupils  were  many  men  who  subsequently  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  various  ways,  and  some  of  whom,  such  as  the 
present  Bishop  of  Chichester,  kept  up  their  acquaintance  with  their 
instructor  up  to  recent  times.  It  was  at  this  period  of  his  career  that 
Mr.  Baxter  edited  his  '  British  Botany,'  a  work  in  several  volumes, 
devoted  to  the  description  and  illustration  of  British  plants.  The  illus- 
trations are  of  unequal  merit,  but  the  amount  of  information  accumulated 
is  extremely  large,  and  bears  witness,  not  only  to  great  shrewdness  of 
perception  and  accuracy  of  observation,  but  to  indefatigable  zeal  and 
labour.  But  it  was  in  Cryptogamic  botany  that  Mr.  Baxter  specially 
excelled,  in  this  proving  himself  a  worthy  compeer  of  his  fellow-labourers, 
Dawson-Turner,  Borrer,  Purton,  and  others.  Even  to  comparatively  late 
years  Mr.  Baxter  retained,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  his  knowledge  of 
Mosses  and  Epiphyllous  Fungi,  gained  at  a  time  when  the  number  of 
students  in  those  departments  of  botany  in  this  country  might  be  counted 
on  the  fingers  of  one  band,  and  acquired  before  the  compound  microscope 
had  become  the  valuable  instrument  it  now  is.  But  Mr.  Baxter  did  not 
allow  his  botanical  pursuits  to  interfere  with  his  practical  duties.  It  is 
on  record  that  he  made  great  changes  for  the  better  in  the  garden,  raised 
its  level  so  that  it  was  no  longer  flooded,  and  stored  it  with  rare  plants 
to  an  extent  that  rendered  the  Oxford  Botanic  Garden  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  of  its  time.  .  .  . 
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On  the  dentil  of  Dr.  Williams,  in  1834,  Dr.  Daubetiy  was  elected  to 
the  professorship,  and  immediately  proceeded  still  further  to  improve, 
and,  indeed,  remodel  the  garden.  Ro  eager  was  the  Professor  to  com- 
mence operations,  and  so  anxious  was  the  Curator  to  cany  out  his  views, 
that,  as  we  have  heard,  on  the  very  first  night  of  his  appointment,  the 
Professor  and  Curator,  lantern  in  haiul,  proceeded  to  the  garden,  and 
then  and  there  projected  much  of  the  alterations  that  were  subsequently 
carried  into  effect,  and  which,  with  modifications  introduced  by  the  pre- 
sent Curator,  have  rendered  tlie  Oxford  Garden,  for  its  limited  size,  so 
complete  an  establishment.   .    .  . 

Mr.  Baxter  had  accumulated  an  extensive  library  of  botanical  works, 
which  we  presume  will  now  be  dispersed. — Gardeners'  Chronicle. 

Dr.  Engelmann,  of  St.  Louis,  who  has  studied  the  genus  car(;fully  for 
many  years,  has  just  pul)lished  an  important  paper  on  the  classification  of 
the  Yucca.  In  the  first  place  he  makes  a  new  genus,  wiiich  he  calls 
Hesperaloe,  for  a  plant  first  described  by  Torrey  as  a  doubtful  Yucca 
under  the  specific  name  of  farvlflura,  and  afterwards  by  Gray  as  an  Aloe 
under  the  name  of  yncmfuUa.  This  has  entirely  the  general  habit  of 
Yucca,  but  diflers  by  its  perianth-segments  joined  at  the  base,  and  peri- 
gynous  not  hypogyuous  filaments.  Considering  that  Aloe  is  an  exclu- 
sively African  genus,  nearly  restricted  to  the  Cape,  this  is  probably  the 
best  settlement  of  the  matter.  The  genus  Yucca,  as  thus  restricted,  he 
divides  into  two  subgenera,  Euynccn  and  Ilesperoipicca,  the  former  witli 
papillose  and  the  latter  with  smooth  filaments.  Hcsperoyucca  is  repre- 
sented only  by  Y.  WMpplei  of  Torrey,  a  plant  oidy  known  in  Englaml 
by  very  imperfect  herbarium  specimens.  Euyucca  he  divides  into  three 
groups,  founded  on  the  fruit, — Sarcocarpa,  with  ruminate  albumen,  and  a 
sweet,  fleshy  fruit  like  a  fig  (Y.  baccata,  Torrey) ;  Clhtocnrpa,  with  inde- 
hiscent  fruit  and  entire  albumen  ;  and  Chenocarpa,  with  a  three-valved 
septicidal  capsule.  Considering  how  important  a  character  the  texture  of 
the  fruit  gives  in  LUiacere.,  it  is  of  great  interest  to  find  such  a  range 
here  in  combination  with  absolute  uniformity  in  floral  structure. 

The  third  volume  of  Mr.  Miers's  '  Contributions  to  Botany  '  contains  a 
complete  monograph  of  the  siimular  and  extensive  Order  MeuispennacefP. 
The  author,  who  had  previously  devoted  many  years  of  study  to  the 
investigation  of  the  structure  of  the  group,  first  gave  a  sketch  of  his  pro- 
posed classification  in  1851  in  the  Annals  of  Nat.  Hist.,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  same  publication,  from  186-t  to  1867,  published  the 
descriptive  matter  which  is  now  collected  into  one  volume.  No  less 
than  63  genera  and  337  species  are  enumerated  and  minutely  described 
with  that  attention  to  the  less  obvious  characters  of  the  fruit  and  seed 
which  distinguishes  all  Mr.  Miers's  work,  and  the  text  is  su|)pl('mented  by 
67  quarto  plates,  all  drawn  from  specimens  by  the  author  himself,  anil 
full  of  information  to  botanists.  The  volume  must  be  considered  one  of 
the  most  important  additions  to  botanical  literatm'e  lately  published. 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Rev.  U.  T.  Lowe's  '  JIanual  Flora  of 
Madeira  '  is  in  active  progress,  ami  that  a  fourth  part,  carrying  on  tiie 
enumeration  to  the  end  of  the  Lablatre,  will  shortly  appear. 

The  fourth  part,  comph'ting  the  volume  (27th)  of  the  '  Transactions  of 
the    Linnean    Society  '    has   been    issued.       It   contains    two    important 
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memoirs  in  botany,  the  President's  revision  of  the  genus  Cassia,  and 
Dr.  Miisters's  account  of  the  Fassijloracere.  Mr.  Bentham's  paper, 
which  was  read  to  the  Society  more  than  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  gives 
d('scri|)lion-  of  no  less  than  .338  species  of  Cassia,  in  spite  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  large  number  of  names  to  synonyms.  These  are  distributed 
under  three  subgenera  well  distinguished  by  their  anthers  and  pods, 
Fistula,  Snnia,  and  LnsiorlMjma.  There  is  a  large  instalment  of  new 
species,  ciiiefly  Brazilian.  A  very  useful  appendix — to  be  imitated,  we 
hope,  by  all  monographers — consists  of  lists  of  the  Cassias  in  the  chief 
pul)lislie<l  !-ets  of  plants,  with  references  to  their  numbers.  A  sketch  of  the 
distribution  of  the  genus  over  the  globe,  viewed  from  the  Darwinian 
stand-point,  is  prefixed.  Dr.  Masters's  paper  is  less  occupied  witli 
technical  descriptions  of  species.  The  author  has  worked  up  the  African 
and  American  species  (the  great  bidk  of  the  Order)  for  the  second 
volume  of  the  '  Flora  of  Tropical  Africa,'  just  published,  and  the  '  Flora 
Brasiliensis.'  Some  additional  ones  are  given  in  the  present  memoir. 
In  our  report  of  the  reading  of  the  paper  (p.  24-),  we  shortly  alluded  to 
the  author's  views  as  to  the  affinities  of  the  Natural  Order,  which  corre- 
sponds to  the  tribe  Passijiorefe  of  the  '  Genera  Plantarum.'  A  complete 
catalogue  of  the  genera  (11)  and  species  (225)  of  the  group  is  given,  but 
the  paper  is  mainly  composed  of  an  account  of  the  organography,  mor- 
phology, and  afltiuities  of  Passion-flowers,  with  interesting  notes  on  their 
fertilization  and  distribution. 

In  '  Gardeners'  Chronicle'  for  October  21  is  a  woodcut  and  description 
by  Mr.  Baker  of  an  interesting  new  Saxifrage,  of  the  Dactyloides  group, 
called  S.  MawiOiia.  It  was  discovered  by  !Mr.  George  ^law,  in  the 
neigid)ourhood  of  Tetuan,  two  years  ago,  and  introduced  by  hira  in  a 
livinu;  state  to  England,  and  \\as  ijathered  airaiii  this  vear  bv  that 
gentleman,  in  company  with  Dr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Ball.  It  has  flowers 
as  large  as  5.  granulata,  and  copious  buds  in  the  axils  of  the  leaves, 
which  are  three-lobed  only  about  halfway  down.  If  it  prove  quite 
hardy,  it  is  likely,  from  its  fine  flowers,  to  become  a  great  favourite  for 
rock  work. 

On  August  31st  the  Worcester  Naturalists'  Club  made  an  excursion 
to  Broadwas,  and  visited  Knightwick.  Near  the  church  stands  an  Oak 
with  Mistletoe  growing  on  it,  the  only  one  known  in  Worcestershire,  and 
making  the  thirteenth  in  England.  The  tree  is  of  moderate  size,  and 
probably  not  more  than  one  hundred  years  old. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Winchester  and  Hampshire  Scientific  Society  on 
October  16th,  the  President,  Rev.  C.  A.  Johns,  exhibited  a  specimen  of 
Mf^dziesia  polifolia,  gathered  by  a  lady  at  Bitterne,  near  Southampton. 
Mr.  .Johns  had  seen  the  plant  growing,  but  did  not  venture  to  pronounce 
it  indigenous  on  the  waste  ground  where  it  occurred. 

The  third  fasciculus  of  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Leefe's  '  Salictum  Exsiccatum'  is 
all  but  completed,  and  the  author  is  preparing  the  fourth  fascicle. 

We  hear,  through  the  'Gardeners'  Chronicle,'  that  Dr.  Hooker  has 
placed  the  Lichens  collected  during  his  Morocco  expedition  in  the  haiuls 
of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Leighton,  for  examination  and  determination. 

The  publication  is  announced  of  a  new  periodical  devoted   to   Hor- 
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tioulture,   to   be  called  •'  The  Garden,'  under  the  editorship  of  ^Ir.  W, 
Robinson. 

Principal  Dawson's  paper  on  the  "Fossil  Plants  of  the  Devonian  and 
Upper  Silurian  Formations  of  Canachi,"  wliich  was  read  last  year  before 
the  Royal  Society,  and  an  abstract  of  which  was  published  in  their  "  Pro- 
ceedings," has  been  issued  entire,  in  the  form  of  a  Report  by  the  Geolo- 
o^ical  Survey  of  Canada.  The  memoir  is  illustrated  by  20  plates,  and 
describes  no  less  tliaii  120  "  species"  of  plants  older  than  the  Carboni- 
fe rolls  period. 

Dr.  Lindberg,  of  Ilelsingfors,  has  published  in  the  tenth  volume  of  the 
'Acta  Societatis  Scieutife  Fenuicsc,'  a  critical  version  of  all  the  Mosses 
that  have  been  figured  in  the  '  Flora  Danica.' 

The  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  has  awarded  one  of  the  Royal  medals 
to  Dr.  John  Stenhouse,  F.R.S.,  wliose  researches  on  the  acids  of  Lichens 
have  been  more  than  once  alluded  to  in  our  pages. 

Mr.  Weir  is  distributing  the  sets  of  Mosses  gathered  by  him  in  Soutli 
America,  chietly  in  Brazil  and  New  Granada,  authentically  named  by  Mr. 
Mitten  according  to  his  eunmeratiou,  published  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Linnean  Society.  The  highest  set  runs  up  to  400  numbers.  Several 
sets  are  for  disposal,  and  any  of  our  readers  who  wish  to  subscribe  shouUl 
communicate  at  once  with  Mr.  Weir,  Hadley  High  Stone,  Barnet, 
Herts. 

On  Thursday,  November  16,  Mr.  Raker  gave  a  lecture  on  Agricultural 
Weeds,  at  the  Public  Hall,  Reigate,  to  the  members  of  the  Holmesdalc 
Natural  History  Club  aiul  Reigate  Mechanics'  Institute. 

We  extract  from  the  '  Daily  News '  the  following  case  of  poisonini^  bv 
Fungi:— "The  Rev.  VV.  F.  Welcii,  vicar  of  Stadsett,  Norfolk,  has\lieil 
under  painful  circumstances.  He  found  some  Fungi  by  the  side  of  the 
Thetford  Road,  which  he  presumed  was  (!)  eatable.  He  gave  some  to  a 
Miss  Gibbs,  and  took  some  home  himself.  On  the  following  day  both 
Miss  Gibbs  and  the  rev.  gentleman  ate  some  of  the  Fungi,  and  in  a  k'w 
hours  they  were  seized  with  vomiting.  Mr.  Welch  appeared  for  a  time 
to  revive,  but  dangerous  symptoms  a^ain  presented  themselves,  and  after 
a  few  hours  of  renewed  suffering  he  died.     Miss  Gibbs  is  recoverintr." 

In  our  third  volume  (p.  28)  will  be  found  a  notice  of  the  raising  of  a 
heavy  slab  of  paving-stone  in  the  Goswell  Road  by  a  large  mass  of 
Agarlciis  (Tricholuma)  cartilnffhieiiii,  V>\\\\.  The  same  species  has  been  re- 
cently performing  the  saine  feat  in  Whitehall  Gardens.  Mr.  D.  Wooster, 
our  informant,  says,  "  1  had  several  times  noticed  that  the  flagstones  were 
being  raised  by  something  from  beneath,  and  on  the  loth  of  October  I 
found  three  men  engaged  in  taking  np  the  raised  Hags,  when  masses  of 
the  Agaric  were  iliscovered  to  be  the  cause  of  the  upheaval.  Some  of  the 
flags  raised  were  of  good  size,  and  must  be  of  considerable  weight."  We 
may  add  that  the  Agaricus  had  developed  its  gills  and  fructification, 
whilst  the  plant  in  the  Goswell  Road  was  but  a  nuiss  of  mycelium. 

In  the  third  part  of  volume  thirteen  of  the  '  Nouveaux  Memoires  de  la 
Societe  imperiale  des  Nat.  de  Moscou,'  M.  Kautfnunin  has  published  an 
account  of  the  Sumbul  root  of  Persia.  This  has  been  for  some  time 
known  to  be  the  produce  of  some  umbelliferous  plant.     A  living  root  has 
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been  obtained  at  Moscow,  and  has  now  produced  flowers  and  fruit  in  the 
botanical  gardens  there.  M.  Kauifiuann  considers  it  the  type  of  a  new 
oeuus,  wliich  he  has  named  Euryangium,  the  plant  he  names  E.  Sumbiil. 
The  pMper  is  illustrated  by  two  folio  plates.     (See  also  '  Pharmaceutical 

Journal,'  1S71,  p.  807.) 

CoRREC'JioN. — P.  276,  line  16,  instead  of  "  glued  to  the  snme  sheet," 
read  "glued  to  another  sheet";  p.  296,  line  18,  for  "1868,"  read 
"  1863  ;"  p.  298,  line  12  from  bottom,  for  "  Belhan,  fl."  read  "  Belhan, 
pi." 
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pratensis  in  Perthshire,  53  ;  serotina, 
144. 

Cerastium  pumilum,  137,  199,  371  j 
tetrandrum,  137,  199,  371. 

Cereui  fulgidus,  56. 

Chemico-agricultural  Society  of  Ulster, 
285. 


Chenopodium  ficifolium,  7. 

Cherrill,  A.  K.,  On  Sibthorpia  in  Sussex, 

373. 
Cbiuchona  Plantation  in  Jamaica,  217  ; 

in  St.  Helena,  351. 
Chlorea  vulpina,  112. 
Clilorophyll  produced   without   Light, 

111. 
Church,  A.  H.,  On  Coumarine,  18  ;  on 

Sugar  in  Beetroot  (Plate  CXVII.), 

161 ;  a  New  Garden  Label,  372. 
Cineraria  campestris,  143. 
Cissus  paucidentata,  57  ;  sexangularis, 

57. 
Clematis  csesariata,  57. 
Coccoloba  padiformis,  197. 
Coelogyne  psittacina,  Tar.  Huttoni,  57. 
Coemans,  E.,  Death  of,  96. 
Combretum  Alfredi,  131. 
Compendium  of  the  Cybele  Britannica, 

Notes  on,  by  J.  L.  Warren,  6. 
Conia,  Synthesis  of,  51. 
Coniferae,  Zones  of,  in  Maritime  Alps, 

378. 
Cooke's  '  Manual  of  Structural  Botany  ' 

(Review),  22  ;  '  Handbook  of  British 

Fungi '  (Review),  312. 
Cotyledon    atropurpurea,     57  ;    carni- 

color,  57  ;  decipiens,  57. 
Coumarin,  18. 
Coursetia   eryanthia,  58 ;     orbicularis , 

58. 
Crataegus  kyrtostyla,  near  Manchester, 

28. 
Crithmum  maritimum,  173. 
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328  ;  Bromus  ramosus,  336. 

Edinburgh,  Botanical  Society  of,  25, 
92,  125,  156,  223,  318,  376. 
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Epilobium  tetragonum,  8. 

Eriophorum  alpinum  not  found  in  Ire- 
land, 279;  in  Scotland,  280,  322, 
327. 

Ernst,  A.,  Jottings  from  a  Botanical 
Note-book,  197. 

Esenbeckia  castariocarpa,  197. 

Eucomis  clavata,  81. 

Eugenia  Grijsii,  5 ;  niinutifolia,  5 ; 
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Fungi,  Luminous,  176 ;  in  Shropshire, 
by  W.  Phillips,  273  ;  temperature  of, 
337  ;  case  of  poisoning  by,  383. 
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by  A.  Ernst,  li:»7. 

Juncus  diSusus  in  Middlesex,  272; 
Hostii  in  Scotland,  112  ;  supiuusj 
var.  Kochii,  271. 
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mandi  in  Worcestershire,  244. 

MaxiJlaria  ctenostachya,  84. 

Melvill,  J.  C,  On  Siler  trilobum,  211. 

Menispermacese,  Mr.  Miers's  Mono- 
grapii  of,  381. 

Mere  Mere,  Cheshire,  Botany  of,  29, 
159. 

Middlesex  Plants,  77, 113, 271,304, 371. 

Milde,  J.,  Death  of,  288. 

"Mimicry"  in  Plaiits,  277. 

Miquel,  F.  A.  W.,  Death  of,  96. 

Mistletoe  on  the  Oak,  149,  382. 

Mitten,  W.,  On  Species  of  Pottia  allied 
to  P.  truncata,  2. 

Monolaena  primulajflora,  84. 

Monolophus  coenobialis,  84. 

Monofropa  Hypopitys,  F.  Stratton  on, 
300. 

Monstrosity  of  Cauliflowei-,  17  ;  of 
Brassica  nigra,  18  ;  of  Viola  sylva- 
tica,  244,  305  ;  of  Cardamiue  amara, 
241. 
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Montane  Plants,  Dispersion  of,  over  the 

North  of  England,  260. 
Morehella    crassipes,    F.    Stratton    on, 

214  ;  W.  G.  Smith  on,  214. 
More,  A.  G-.,  Supplement  to  the  '  Flora 

Vectensis,'   72,   135,    167,  202;    on 

Acorus  Calamus,  246;  on  Jersey  Ce- 

rastium,  371. 
Mormodes  tibicen,  84. 
Morocco,  Return  of  Expedition  to,  255. 
Muscari  grandifolium,  84. 

Naylor,  F.,  On  Middlesex  Plants,  371. 
Neilreieh,  A.,  Death  of,  288. 
Nepenthes,  Dr.  Hooker  on  Distribution   I 

of,  49. 
Newfoundland,  Additions  to  Flora  of, 

by  H.  Reeks,  16. 
New  Species  of  Phanerogamous  Plants    | 

published  in  Great  Britain  in  1870,    , 

54,  80,  116. 

Obbea,  85  ;  timonioides,  85. 
Odontoglossum    blandum,  85  ;    limba- 

tum,  85;    prasinum,  116;  Walhsii, 

116. 
(Enanthe    fluviatilis,    147 ;    pimpinel- 

loides  in  Perthshire,  52. 
"  Olives,"  On  the  so-called,  of  Southern 

China,  by  H.  F.  Hance,  38. 
Oucidium   calanthum,    117  ;  cryptoco- 

pis,    117 ;    lepidum,   117 ;   rusticum, 

117  ;  Semele,  117  ;  veruixinum,  117. 
Opegrapha  calcarea,  80. 
Ophioglossum    vulgatum,    var.    ambi- 

guum,  187. 
Orchilla,  219. 
Ornithogalum  acuminatum,  118  ;   ano- 

malum,  118. 
Oxford,  Notes   of  Plants  near,  by  W. 

T.  T.  Dyer,  145. 

Pandanus    utilis,    Histology    of,    282 ; 

Uses  of,  334. 
Parnassia,    Dehiscence  of  Anthers  in, 

350. 
Passiflorefe,  Dr.  Masters  on  the,  24,  381. 
Peat-bogs,  Glacial  Origin  of  in  the  J  ura, 

338. 
Penfold,  E.  B.,  Cystopteris  fragilis  in 

Oxibrdshire,  305. 
Perianth,  54,  112,  173._ 
Persicaria  biforme,  335. 
Phillips,  W.,  On  Cuscuta  Epithymum, 

15  ;  on  Scleroderma  Geastoi-,  17  ;  on 

Shropshire  Plants,  213  ;  on  Fungi  in 

Shropshii'e,  273. 
Phocea  Andersonii,  118. 
Phrai'mites  communis,   J.  R.  Jackson 

on  Uses  of,  149. 
Phyllotaxis  in  Cones,  94;    in  Lepido- 

dcndron,  166. 
Phytolacca  icosandra,  305. 


Plymouth  Plants,  T.  R.  A.  Briggs  on, 

240. 
Polygala  austriaea  in  Kent,  212  ;  cal- 
carea, 180. 
Polygonum  lapathifoUum,  36  ;  laxum, 
36,  37  ;  maculatum,  36  ;  microsper- 
mvim,  171;   minus,  158;   mite,  159, 
171;  nodosum,  9,  36,  37;   W.  1.  T. 
Dyer  and  H.  Trimen  on,  33 ;  pennsyl- 
vanicum,  77  ;   Persicaria,  37. 
Portulaca    psammotropha,    bv    H.    F. 

Hance,  201. 
Potamogeton  pectinatus  in  the  Serpen- 
tine, 236  ;  preelongus,  14S  ;   zosteri- 
folius,  16. 
Pottia,  W.   Mitten  on,   2 ;    R.  Braith- 
waite  on,  2'JO  ;  cavifolia,  3  ;   Wilsoni, 
3  ;  Starkeana,  3  ;  Heimii,  4  ;  laneeo- 
lata,  4  ;  caespitosa,  4  ;  truncata,  4  ; 
littoralis,   4,  290 ;  asperula,  4,  290  ; 
criuita,   5  ;    viridifolia,  5,   2J0 ;  pal- 
lida, 5  ;   intermedia,  291. 
Prata  Island,  Yejietation  of,  202. 
Prior's'  Popular  Names  of  British  Plants' 

(Review),  23. 
Protandry     and    Protogyiiy,    Further 
Observations  on,  by  A.  W.  Bennett, 
329. 
Proteacese,  Styles  and  Stigmas  of,  156. 
Prototaxites  Logani,  Structure  of,  252. 
Prunus  spinosa,  15. 
1    Psamma  arenaria,  334. 
'   Pseudomorphism,  253,  278. 
Psychotria  cyanococca,  118. 
.   Pvgeumoxycarpum,118;  phseoitictum, 
'      '118. 
Pyrola  rotundifolia  in  Ireland,  300. 
Pyriis    communis,    var.    Brigtrsii,    182 
214;  scandica,  28,  182. 

R  munculus  bulbosus,  variety  of,  201  • 
Lenormandi  in  Woivestersliiro.  214  • 
Lobbii   (Plate  CXIV.),  66;  p-^eudo- 
fluitans,  74,  98,  103, 145  ;  tomophyl- 
lus,  75. 
j   Reeks,  H.,  Additions  to  Flora  of  New- 
foundland, 16. 
■   Reeves,  W.  W.,  On  Crithmum  mariti- 
t        nunn,  173. 
Reviews  : — 

Azores,  Natural   History  of  the,  by 

F.  Du  Cane  Godman,  85. 
Manual  of  Mot  any,  by  K.  Bontlev,  SS. 
Dendroloiiie,  voii  Karl  Koch,  152. 
Fungi,  Hand  look  of  British,  by  M. 

C.Cooke,  312. 
Hardy  Flowers,   Descriptions  of  up- 
wardsof  1300,  by  \V.  Robinson. 348. 
Hardy  Perennials,   Bulbs,  etc..  Cata- 
logue of,  by  W.  Robinson,  3  IS. 
Lichen-Flora  of  Great   Britai  i.   Ire- 
land, and  the  Ciiainiel  IshuuL<,  by 
W.  A.  Leighion,  341. 
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Mnnual  of  Structural  Botany,  by  M. 

C.  Cooke,  22. 
Manures,  Report  of  Experiments  on 
tlie  influence  of  various,  by  M.  T. 
Masters  and  J.  H.  Gilbert,  153. 
Mycological  Illustrations  by  W.  W. 
Saiuiders   and    VV.   G.   Smith,   as- 
sisted by  A.  W.  Bennett,  222. 
Popular  Names  of  British  Plants,  by 
R.  C.  A.  Prior,  23. 

Rhizomes,  Definite  and  Indefinite,  W. 
T.  T.  Dyer  on,  79. 

Riglit  and  Left-handed,  R.  Tucker  on, 
210 ;  H.  F.  Ilance  on,  333. 

Robinson's  '  Hardy  Flowers'  (ReTiew), 
348. 

■ '  Catalogue  of  Hardy  Peren- 
nials' (Review),  348. 

Rohrbach,  P.,  Death  of,  288. 

Rollinia  glaucescens,  i97. 

Rosa  gallica  in  Surrey,  273. 

Rose,  York  and  Lancaster,  379. 

Rottbollia  mollicoma,  134. 

Rubiis  adscitus  and  mutabilis,  by  T.  R. 
A.  Bi'iggs,  366;  plicatus  in  Middle- 
sex, 305  ;  obliquus,  368  ;  ramosus, 
T.  R.  A.  Briggs  on,  330. 

Eumex  conspersus,  184  ;  pratensis,  7  ; 
sanguineo-crispus,  171. 

Ejtidotus,  118;  sandvicensis,  118. 

Sabadilla,  91,  192. 

Sagina  ciliata  in  Hyde  Park,  230. 

St.  Helena,  Cinchona  Plantation  m,  351. 

Salicornia  fruticosa,  170. 

^alix  Graliami  in  Ireland,  300,  353. 

Salvia  Prionitis,  119;   umbralica,  119. 

Sarothamnus  scoparius,  prostrate  form, 
200. 

Sarracenia  purpurea,  cultivntion  of,  149. 

Saunders,  W.  W.,  On  Xanthium  spino- 
sum,  51. 

Saunders  and  Smith's  '  Mycological  Il- 
lustrations' (Review),  222. 

Saxifraga  Andi'ewsii,  254 ;  Maweana, 
382. 

Scheffe'-,  H.  C.  C,  On  Sundanese  Ver- 
nacular Names,  358. 

Schoenus  Mariscus  in  Forfarshire,  322. 

Schultz-Schultzenstein,  K.  H.,  Death 
of,  128. 

Scilla    cnmcrooniana,    119;    concinna, 

119  ;  firniifohu,  119  ;  fli>ribunda,  119; 
linearifolia,  119;  minima,  119; 
ma'sta,  120;  ovatifolia,  120  ;  pallidi- 
floia,  120;  paucifolia,  120  ;  pendula, 

120  ;  prasina,  120  ;  princeps,  121  ; 
Sandersoni,  121  ;  socialis,  121  ;  spa- 
thiilata,  121  ;  subglauca,  121 ;  zam- 
bcsia(^;),  121  ;   zebrii.a,  122. 

Scleroderma    Geaster,    17  ;    by   C.   E. 

Broome  (Plate  CXVL),  129. 
Scottish  Naturalists'  Alpnie  Club,  27. 


Sedum  Alfredi,  122  ;  chrysastrum,  122. 
Seemann,  B.,  On  Phytolacca  icosandra, 

305. 
Scirospora  Griffithsiana,  113. 
SeTiecio  sneeuwbergensis,  122. 
Sertulum   cliinense  sextum,   by  H.  F. 

Hance,  130. 
Shro|)shire  Plants,  W.  Phillips  on,  213. 
Sibthorpia  in  Sussex,  A.  K.  CherriU  on, 

372. 
Sida  spiciflora,  114. 
Sigillaria,  etc.,  Structure  of,  283. 
Silene  noctiflora  in  Denbigh,  373. 
Siler  trilobum,  J.  C.  Melvill  on,   211  ; 
as  a  British  Plant,   by  H.  Triraen 
(Plate  CXVITL),  257. 
Sisymbrium  Columnse  in  Scotland,  223. 
Sisyrincliium    Bermudiana    in    Hants, 

242,  273. 
Smith,  W.  G.,  On  Agaricus  Georgianse, 

1  ;  on  Morchella  crassipes,  214. 
Sowerby,  J.  de  C,  Death  of,  319. 
Spiranthes  gemmipara,279,280;  Weirii, 

]22. 
Stachyarrhena,  122  ;   spicata,  123. 
Staffordshire,  Plants  ot,  172. 
Stelis  Endresii,  123  ;   glossula,  123. 
Stellaria  neglecta,  137  ;   umbrosa,  245. 
Stratiotes  aloides,  J.  L.  Warren  on,  215. 
Stratton,  F.,  On   Alyssum    calycinum, 
213  ;    on  Morcliella   crassipes,   214 ; 
on  Monotropa  Hypopitys,  300;    on 
Fruit  of  Vinca,  372  ;   on  Silene  noc- 
tiflora, 373. 
Strophanthus  Bu  lenianus,  123. 
Subularia  aquatica  in  Merionethshire, 

244. 
Suffolk  Plants,  J.  F.  Duthie  on,  270. 
Sugar  in   Beetroot,  A.  H.  Church  on 
(Plate  CXVII.),  161 ;  in  Irish  Beet, 
253. 
Sumbul,  383. 
Sundanese  Vernacular  Names,  by  H.  C. 

C.  Schafier,  358. 
Swartzia  Matthewsii,  124. 
Syme,  J.  T.  B.,  Report  of  the  Botanical 
"Exchange  Club   for  1870,   180;    on 
Fertilization  of  Cereals,  375. 
Symea,  256. 
Synaptolepis,  124  ;  Kirkii,  ]  24. 

Tabernffiuiontana  Barteri,  124. 

Tephrosiii  toxicaria,  197. 

Tetralopha,  124  ;   Motleyi,  125. 

Thlaspi  perfoliatuin,  17. 

Thuidiuni  decipiens  in  Scotland,  303. 

Tortula  faljax,  293  ;  fragilis,  295  ;  hi- 
bernica,  2'J4  ;  insulana,  292 ;  inter- 
media, 294  ;  lamellata,  291  ;  mucro- 
nata,  292  ;  nitida,  294;  recurvifolia, 
293  ;  rellexa,  293  ;  rigidula,  293  ; 
rufa,  293  ;  sinuosa,  294  ;  spadicea, 
293  i   Vahliana,  292  ,  vinealis,  292. 
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Transpiration  of  watery  fluid  by  leaves, 
Experiments  on,  by  W.  R.  M'Nab, 
19. 

Trichomanes  radicans  ia  Eugland,  11. 
Triinen  on,  174,  214. 

Trichostomum  flavo-virens,  291 ;  litto- 
rale,  291. 

Trifolium  glomeratum  in  Hyde  Park, 
231. 

Trigonella  ornithopodioides,  271. 

Trimen,  H.,  On  Potamogeton  zosteri- 
folius,  16  ;  on  some  Perthshire  Plants, 
52 ;  Answer  to  H.  C.  Watson,  63  ; 
Is  Acorus  Calamus  a  native  ?  163  ; 
on  Trichomanes  radicans  in  England, 
174,  214 ;  Notes  in  Jersey  and 
Gruernsey,  198;  on  Sisyrinchium  Ber- 
mudiana,  242  ;  Siler  trilobum  as  a 
British  Plant  (Plate  CXVIII.),  257  ; 
on  Bromus  asper,  270,  336  ;  on  Mid- 
dlesex Plants,  272 ;  on  Alisma  Plan- 
tago,307;  on  Forms  of  Simple  Leaves, 
870  ;  and  Dyer,  W.  T.  T.,  on  Poly- 
gonum nodosum,  33. 

Triticum  pycnanthum,  206. 

Tucker,  R.,  On  Asarum  europaeum,  15 ; 
on  Barometric  Plants,  78 ;  on  Ac- 
cent in  Botanical  Names,  78,  374  ; 
Flora  Hantoniensis,  174  ;  Flora  Vec- 
tensis,  175  ;  on  Right  and  Left- 
handed  Rotation,  216  ;  on  Flora  of 
Isle  of  Wight,  295. 

Tyneside  Naturalists'  Field  Club,  150. 

Vallesia  hypoglavica,  125. 

Veronica  triphyllos  at  Rugby,  173  ;  in 

Bucks,  216  ;   in  Surrey,  243. 
Vinca,  Fruit  of,  336,  372. 
Viola  nemausensis,  199. 

Walking-sticks,  150. 


Warner,  F.  J.,  On  .Ecidium  Btatices, 
241. 

Warren,  J.  L.,  Notes  on  Mr.  Watson'3 
Compendium  of  theCybeleBritannica, 
6  ;  on  Stratiotes  aloides,  215 ;  Flora 
of  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Ghir- 
dens,  227. 

Watson,  H.  C,  Answer  of  H.  Trimen 
to,  63. 

Weisia  commutata,  289 ;  truncicola, 
289. 

Wendlandia  uvariifolia,  125. 

White,  E.  C,  On  Veronica  triphyllos, 
216  ;  on  WolfEa  arrliiza,  335. 

Williamson's,  Professor,  Views  on  Fos- 
sil Vascular  Cryptogams,  283. 

Willows,  Grrowth  of,  from  Seed,  J.  E. 
Leefe  on,  225,  303 ,  W.  T.  T.  Dyer 
on,  303  ;  J.  L.  Warren  on,  304  ;  Ar- 
rangement of  the  British,  by  J.  E. 
Leefe,  361. 

Wilson,  W.,  Death  of,  159. 

Woltlia  arrliiza,  335  ;  Columbiana  in 
flower,  76. 

Woolhope  Naturalists'  Field  Club,  307  ; 
Transactions  for  1870,  221. 

Xanthium  spinosum  in  Kent,  51  ;  in 
Middlesex,  371 ;  at  Edinburgh,  379  ; 
Strumarium,  371. 

Xiphion,  Monograph  of  the  Grenus,  bv 
J.  G.  Baker,  9,  41, 108  ;  alatum,  lOs"; 
Aucheri,  110 ;  eaucasicum,  109  ;  di- 
versifolium,  42;  filifolium,  14;  jun- 
ceum,  41 ;  latifolium,  12  ;  lusitani- 
cum,  12  ;  palaestinum,  108;  persicum, 
109;  reticulatum,  41  ;  Sisyrinchium, 
42  ;  tingitanum,  13  ;  vulgare,  11. 

Yates,  J.,  Death  of,  192. 
Yucca,  Dr.  Engelmann  on,  381. 
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A     LETTER     TO 

Mr.    JOHN    GILBEET    BAKEE, 

Assistant    Editor    of   the    Journal    of    Botany. 


My  dear  Sir, 

Your  name  is  printed  on  the  cover  of  the  Journal 
of  Botany,  as  one  of  the  two  Assistant  Editors,  under  Dr. 
Seemann,  a  foreigner,  said  to  make  long  absences  from  England. 
Thus,  I  feel  myself  warranted  in  looking  upon  you  as  co- 
responsible  with  the  second  Assistant  Editor,  for  anything 
relating  to  British  botany,  which  api)ears  in  your  Journal 
anonymously,  under  the  thin  disguise  of  an  editorial  "  We." 

Hence  the  address  of  this  Letter,  which  is  printed  by  way  of 
protest  against  the  misrepresentations  involved  in  some  assertions, 
and  the  unfairness  of  some  strictures,  introduced  into  an  editorial 
notice  of  my  Compendium  of  the  Cybele  Britannica,  which 
appeared  in  the  No.  of  your  Journal  for  December,  1870.  I  am 
fully  assured  that  you  were  not  the  individual  writer  of  that 
notice ;  the  internal  evidence  being  much  at  variance  with  your 
characteristic  fairness  and  truthfulness.  I  find  in  it  anything 
rather  than  your  own  Quaker-like  sincerity  and  simplicity ; — 
expressions  here  used  in  their  most  respectful  and  appreciative 
signification. 

No  doubt  I  know  the  actual  writer;  but  in  addressing  this 
letter  to  you,  I  seek  to  refer  to  him  solely  in  his  public  position 
as  an  anonymous  reviewer,  not  as  the  individual  person.  The 
style  of  the  notice  indicates  a  Tyro-reviewer  ;  one  who  has  yet  to 
learn  that  readers  of  book  notices  usually  look  for  some  clear 
and  correct  account  of  the  books  under  notice,  and  do  not  wisli 
to  have  a  seasoning  of  misrepresentation,  or  the  obtrusive 
substitution  of  the  Eeviewer's  personal  opinions  and  prejudices. 

Pray  observe,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  make  against 
any  one  expressing  his  own  disapprobation  of  my  books.  Perhaps, 
in  truth,  I  rather  enjoy  opinionative  disapproval  on  grounds 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  here.  No  book  can 
possibly  meet  the  taste  or  wants  of  everybody,  even  partially. 
The  portions  quite  acceptable  to  some   users  of  a  book,  may 


likely  enough  be  those  least  acceptable  to  others.  I  am  not  so 
unreasonable,  or  so  inexperienced,  as  to  expect  that  a  book  from 
me  should  make  one  of  the  proverbial  exceptions  to  the  rule 
*'  many  men,  many  minds."  Human  nature  has  been  with  me  a 
favourite  study,  carried  on  as  long  and  observantly  as  the  study 
of  plant  nature.  One  result  of  this  study  has  been,  to  make  me 
care  little  more  for  the  opinions  of  individual  men  (with  extremely 
few  excejitions)  than  for  the  characters  of  individual  plants ;  in 
my  view,  the  opinions,  like  the  characters  of  plants,  are  things  to 
be  observed  and  reasoned  upon  for  practical  use,  but  not  to  be 
anxious  about.  With  the  doings  of  men  it  is  unavoidably  different. 
I  submit  to  strictures  as  to  opinions  expressed,  but  do  so  with  a 
reservation,  nameh',  that  they  shall  be  expressed  in  print  without 
breach  of  justice  or  truth.  Misrepresentation,  in  all  its  disguises, 
I  resist  and  endeavour  to  expose  by  refuting  it. 

Among  other  useful  inferences  deduced  from  watching  the 
practices  of  men,  is  one  seasonably  applicable  just  now,  namely, 
that  conscientious  reviewers  evince  a  tendency  to  quote  the 
ipsissima  verba  of  the  authors  whose  writings  they  find  occasion 
to  censure.  By  this  practice  they  honestly  put  their  own  readers 
in  a  good  position  to  judge  as  to  the  fairness  and  correctness  of 
their  censures.  As  such  a  practice  cannot  be  adopted  by  those 
who  indulge  in  misrepresentation,  either  open  or  covert,  it  becomes 
a  sort  of  character,  distinctive  and  discriminative,  between  two 
classes  of  writers.  I  do  not  find  a  single  sentence  of  my  own 
quoted  in  the  review-notice  here  under  question ;  single  words  are 
set  between  inverted  commas,  but  my  connected  words  are  never 
introduced  in  support  or  illustration  of  the  Eeviewer's  statements 
and  strictures. 

But  while  I  make  no  objection  against  disapprobation  trutlifully 
convej^ed,  or  supported  by  quotations,  I  do  most  decidedly  dislike 
to  see  my  books  comi)limented  by  Tyro -reviewers,  who  Hkely  have 
never  bestowed  a  tithe  of  the  time  and  thought  on  the  particular 
specialty,  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  it  by  myself.  Compli- 
ments from  such  critics  are  regarded  as  impertinences,  as 
emanations  of  patronizing  self-conceit  offensive  in  their  pre- 
sumption. 

I  fear  that  it  may  prove  needful  to  trouble  you  with  a  long 
letter.  Truth  and  clearness  require  that  quotations  be  made  to 
shew  each  side  of  a  case,  and  as  the  bases  on  which  to  place  reply 


or  refutation.  But  pray  keep  in  mind,  that  it  is  the  seeming 
sanction  of  your  blameless  name,  which  gives  their  damaging 
importance  to  the  charges  against  my  book,  while  left  unnoticed 
by  its  author.  One  of  your  penalties  for  innocently  lending  that 
sanction,  will  be  the  moral  obligation  of  reading  this  long  letter. 
If  that  prove  irksome  to  3'ou,  think  how  much  more  irksome  to 
write  the  letter  in  self-defence. 

So  much  for  the  personal  considerations,  as  between  us  two. 
Turn  now  to  the  obnoxious  passages  in  the  review ;  not  to  all  of 
them,  but  to  some  samples.  Allow  me,  first,  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  subjoined  short  passage,  copied  from  page  473  of  my  Com- 
pendium. It  followed  remarks  on  the  desirability  of  tracing  the 
distribution  of  plants  through  smaller  and  more  numerous  sections 
of  Britain  than  the  18  primary  provinces  used  in  the  Cybele  and  its 
Compendium : — 

"For  the  present,  the  less  precise  provincial  enumerations  in  this  CorapentUum, 
with  the  help  of  the  subordinate  divisions  in  the  Supplement  to  the  C'jbele  Britannica, 
seldom  for  single  counties,  are  the  best  tabulated  summaries  available  in  cases  where 
county  floras  or  other  more  local  Lists  do  not  yet  exist  elsewhere." 

Please  to  note  the  words  here  distinctively  printed  in  italic 
letters,  and  decide  whether  they  at  all  warrant  those  other  words 
which  are  distinguished  in  the  same  manner  in  the  subjoined  two 
lines,  repeated  from  the  notice  in  your  Journal : — 

"  The  author  has  stated  that  the  Compendium  supersedes  the  three  first  volumes 
of  the  Cybele  Britannica  and  its  Supplement  of  18G0;  but,"  etc. 

On  page  616,  indeed,  the  Compendium  is  mentioned  as  super- 
seding the  three  first  volumes  of  the  original  work,  but  the 
Supplement  is  not  even  mentioned  on  that  page.  Tlieir  contents 
are  so  entirely  different  that  one  cannot  possibly  supersede  the 
other  of  them ;  and  I  ought  not  to  have  been  represented,  or  mis- 
represented, as  stating  the  contrary.  Had  this  strange  mis- 
representation stood  alone,  and  perhaps  rather  a  careless  than  a 
wilful  one,  there  would  have  appeared  to  me  small  need  to  incur 
the  trouble  of  contradicting  it  by  a  quotation  of  opposite  meaning. 
But  it  follows  on  others  of  a  more  insidious  and  damaging  kind, 
which  (being  published  under  your  editorial  name,  mind)  it  does 
appear  incumbent  on  me  to  resent  and  refute.  I  call  your 
attention  to  a  second  extract  from  the  same  notice : — 

"  It  (namely,  the  book)  seems  brought  down  pretty  nearly  to  the  present  time,  nnd 
cur  own  pages  are  laid  under  frequent  requisition,  though  often  insutrKiently  quoted. 
The  most  important  omission  (among  the  segregates-.')  is  CaUUricht'  truncata,  noUced 
in  this  Journal  last  May." 


We  have  here  an  insinuation  of  piracy  or  plagiarism,  mixed  up 
with  a  charge  of  neglect.  (The  dictionary  explanation  of  the 
word  omission  is  "neglect  or  failure  to  do  something  which  a 
person  had  power  to  do,  or  which  duty  required  to  be  done.") 
To  my  judgment  the  insinuation  and  the  charge  are  alike  unjust, 
and  the  case  so  unfairly  put  as  to  he  virtually  misrepresentation, 
though  more  covert  than  direct;  thus,  not  so  easily  met  and 
refuted  in  brief  terms.  First,  as  to  the  alleged  omission.  The 
first  paragraph  of  my  Preface  runs  thus  : — 

"  This  volume  was  printed  in  three  successive  Parts  in  the  years  1868, 1869,  1870  ; 
the  manuscript  for  the  several  portions  having  been  iinpared  chiefly  in  the  yeai's 
preceding  those  dates.  Attention  to  the  dates  is  requested,  because  they  will  shew 
that  the  earlier  pages  of  the  volume  could  scarcely  take  into  account  any  facts  ascer- 
tained or  records  made  later  than  18C17;  although  in  the  pages  last  ijrinted  some  few 
discoveries  and  records  even  of  1870  have  been  noted  while  the  proof  sheets  passed 
through  hand.  The  additions  given  under  the  head  of  '■  Notes  and  Corrections,"  on 
pages  600 — 015,  will  bring  the  whole  volume  nearly  up  to  actual  knowledge  about 
British  plants  and  theii-  distribution  at  the  beginning  of  1870." 

What  I  ask  3'ou  to  take  note  of  in  this  last  quotation,  is  the 
fact  of  the  book  having  been  written  in  the  course  of  the  three 
3'ears  preceding  1870 ;  also,  that  it  very  expressly  professes  to 
bring  up  the  subject  only  to  the  beginning  of  1870.  In  fact,  a 
large  part  of  the  manuscript  for  Part  Third  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  printer  early  in  1870 ;  the  last  hundred  pages  or  fewer  going 
to  him  after  Midsummer.  How  could  a  work,  thus  circumstanced 
as  to  date,  be  expected  to  include  an}'  quotation  from  an  article  in 
your  Journal  of  May  1870,  unless  it  referred  to  a  willow  or  a 
monocotyledon,  plants  Avhich  came  on  the  last  printed  pages  ? 

The  alleged  "  omission  "  is  no  omission  at  all,  is  no  neglect  or 
failure  to  do  something  ?t7iic/i  tlie  author  had  poioei'  to  do,  or  which 
duty  required  to  be  done.  To  call  it  so,  is  really  to  misrepresent 
the  matter,  trusting  to  a  reader  not  detecting  the  chronological 
discrepancy.  The  pretended  omission  in  my  book  ought  more 
truly  to  be  declared  a  stitpid  or  wilful  anachronism  in  the 
Pieviewer's  notice  of  the  book.  But  if  that,  which  is  no  omission 
at  all,  be  cited  as  the  "most  important  omission  "  discoverable  b}' 
the  Reviewer,  the  citation  may  be  said  to  bring  upon  you  this 
alternative  choice ;  namely,  either  the  Compendiinn  is  so  won- 
drously  complete  as  to  be  free  from  real  omission, — or,  the  Reviewer 
was  himself  unprepared  to  discover  its  real  omissions ;  thus,  being 
not  in  the  best  possible  position  for  reviewing  the  book  which  he 
took  on  himself  to  review.     13itt  we  mav  at  lea^^t  j^ive  him  credit 


for  discovery  of  a  different  kind.  In  mistaking  his  own 
anachronism  for  a  "most  important  omission"  in  my  book,  he 
was  presenting  to  his  readers  a  sample  of  that  peculiar  pheno- 
menon populai'l}^  spoken  of  as  a  Mare's  Nest. 

As  to  the  implied  charge  of  piracy  or  plagiarism,  of  frequent 
requisitions  on  jour  pages,  with  insufficient  quotations.  Of  late, 
the  word  reqmsitio7i  has  been  in  daily  use  in  our  newspapers,  to 
designate  the  exactions  made  by  the  German  armies  on  the  towns 
of  France  ;  and  thus  it  was  just  the  apt  word  to  suggest  something 
predatory  and  beyond  the  usual  limit  of  right  or  custom.  I  give 
the  Reviewer  credit  for  more  tact  than  justice  in  the  choice  of  his 
term. 

In  a  work  like  the  Compendium  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
quote  authorities  for  every  petty  fact  taken  into  account.  Ten 
thousand  pages  might  have  proved  insufficient  to  carry  out  any 
such  attempt.  Public  records  of  facts  in  science  are  not  set  forth 
as  registered  inventions,  things  in  which  the  registrar  is  allowed 
to  claim  an  exclusive  right  for  use  or  sale.  By  all  liberal  minds 
the  small  facts  of  science  are  put  on  record  for  general  service. 
Authorities  are  cited  usually  as  witnesses  for  the  alleged  facts, 
and  other  references  are  given  mostly  to  assist  readers  in  search 
of  fuller  information.  The  introduction  of  these  will  necessarily 
depend  much  on  the  size  and  character  of  a  book; — in  the  Com- 
pendium it  often  depended  on  the  chance  of  an  otherwise  vacant 
space  in  a  line,  which  could  be  used  for  quotation  or  reference. 

But  until  some  better  evidences  of  the  frequent  requisitions, 
with  often  insufficient  quotations,  are  adduced,  I  shall  take  leave 
to  hold  the  allegations  of  them  on  a  par  with  the  single  sample  of 
my  important  omissions  already  disposed  of.  One  thing  I  will 
freely  promise  you ;  namely,  tbat  it  shall  be  made  impossible  to 
charge  me  with  requisitions  in  future.  The  preventive  is  easy, 
and  easily  submitted  to.  By  altogether  ceasing  to  see  the  Journal 
in  future,  I  must  as  wholly  lose  the  power  of  making  requisitions 
on  its  pages. 

One  more  instance  of  the  Tyro-reviewer's  courage  in  assertion, 
not  adulterated  with  the  modesty  or  self-diffidence  usually  thought 
becoming  in  the  inexperienced.  He  rebukes  me  sharply  for 
referring  Hierac'mm  piyecox  to  the  category  of  ambiguity,  but 
without  explaining  in  what  o'.her  catei;'ory  he  would  have  placed  it. 
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That  name  is  considered  to  cover  maculate  variations  of 
several  modern  segregates  of  the  Linnean  murorum.  There  is 
good  authority  for  regarding  Mr.  Bowman's  plant  from  Castell 
Dinas  Bran  as  a  maculate  variation  of  iJcdlidum.  In  recording  it 
as  hisjjr^ecoo:,  in  the  Journal  of  Botany  for  Jul}^  186G,  Dr.  Schultz 
does  not  distinguish  it  from  pallidumi,  or  Gihsoni,  or  other  modern 
segi-egates,  but  only  from  Linnean  murdrum ;  and  from  the  latter 
only  by  a  few  characters  which  rather  connect  it  with  pallidum 
than  separate  it  therefrom.  I  cannot  look  on  the  plant  of  the 
Palatinate,  originally  described  for  pracox,  as  being  the  pallidum 
of  English  botanists.  And  where  I  find  Dr.  Schultz  (away  from 
his  own  home  and  herbarium)  referring  one  or  two  examples 
apparently  of  our  pallidum  to  his  prcecox,  I  conjecture  an  error  on 
his  part,  without  having  sufficient  confidence  in  my  own  know- 
ledge of  this  difficult  genus,  to  assert  positively  that  he  is  in  error. 
I  quote  the  Reviewer's  words  : — 

"Again,  on  the  next  page,  under  Hieraclum  prcecox,  Schultz,  one  would  have 
expected  that  the  natural  course  for  Mr.  Watson  to  take  would  have  been  to  pay  a 
\'isit  to  the  British  Museum,  and  examine  the  specimen  which  Schultz  himself 
so  named,  instead  of  telling  us  what  his  own  specimens  are  like,  and  smothering  the 
whole  question  hj-  the  word  '  ambiguity.'  There  is  no  ambiguity  whatever  to  any  one 
who  cares  to  investigate  the  matter,  either  in  this  case  or  in  a  good  many  others  so 
easily  disposed  of  by  our  author." 

Does  the  Reviewer  fondly  imagine  that  the  dubiety  of  plant  and. 
name  can  be  settled  offhand  by  his  own  dogmatic  declaration 
that  "there  is  no  ambiguity  whatever"?  It  is  not  by  the 
Author's  uncertainty,  but  by  the  Reviewer's  positiveness,  that  the 
case  is  "  so  easily  disposed  of."  It  is  a  foolish  abuse  of  language 
to  charge  an  author  with  smothering  a  question  because  he  leaves 
it  open  to  further  inquiry ;  believing  further  inquiry  needful  under 
circumstances  within  his  own  knowledge,  although  apparently  not 
within  the  Reviewer's  knowledge. 

I  have  never  visited  the  Botanical  Department  of  the  British 
Museum,  although  I  have  gone  to  the  Museum  pretty  often  to 
examine  geological  and  zoological  specimens,  not  having  these  at 
home.  The  "natural"  course  for  any  man  is  to  continue  doing 
that  which  is  habitual  to  him ;  and  I  took  that  course  by 
examining  at  home  the  specimens  of  Hieracium  collected  on 
Dinas  Bran  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Bowman  and  others,  placed  alongside 
an  ample  supply  of  German  Hieracium  prcecox  labelled  by  Dr. 
Schultz  himself.  I  failed  to  see  identity  with  the  latter ;  and 
knowing  that  two  good  authorities  on  Ilieracia  had  named  one 


plant  differently,  I  abstained  from  taking  on  myself  to  decide 
dogmatically  which  of  the  two  was  in  error.  But  I  shewed  a 
leaning  one  way,  by  the  remark  that  my  own  specimens  resembled 
pallidum  more  than  precox,  the  bearing  of  that  remark  on  the 
real  point  at  issue  being  evidently  not  perceived  at  all  by  the 
would-be  critic.  The  Reviewer  acts  with  more  confidence  in 
himself,  and  censures  me  because  I  happen  to  lack  an  equal 
amount  of  self-complacenc3^  Pity  he  cannot  pass  over  to  me 
some  portion  out  of  his  own  superabundance !  Could  he  have 
done  so,  it  might  have  brought  my  book  nearer  towards  his  own 
mark,  by  "  smothering"  and  "disposing  of"  my  unlucky  doubts 
and  uncertainties,  which  are  no  difficulties  to  his  supreme  know- 
ledge. 

The  Reviewer  rests  his  decision  on  "  the  specimen  "  labelled 
Hieracium  pracox  by  Dr.  Schultz.  Is  the  specimen  single,  one 
only  ?  It  so  happens  that  my  own  herbarium  includes,  not  one 
specimen  only,  but  exactly  twenty-one  specimens  labelled  Hiera- 
cium pr(BCOX  by  Dr.  Schultz  himself.  These  twenty-one  were 
selected  from  a  more  numerous  supply,  sent  to  me  by  him  in 
illustration  of  the  i-ange  of  varied  form,  which  he  placed  under  his 
species  so  named.  Thus  I  know  pretty  well  what  he  intended  by 
the  name  originally.  Further,  Mr.  Bowman  gave  me  a  specimen 
of  his  plant  from  Dinas  Bran ;  and  I  have  visited  the  locality 
myself;  two  of  the  few  specimens  then  collected  being  still  in  my 
herbarium.  The  three  went  under  the  inspection  of  INIr.  James 
Backhouse,  not  by  a  hasty  glance  at  them  in  my  herbarium,  but 
deliberately  at  his  own  home.  Mr.  Backhouse  named  them 
pallidum,  without  indication  of  doubt  or  uncertaint3^  Recently,  a 
.  fourth  example  from  the  same  locality  was  received  through  the 
Exchange  Club,  labelled  macidatum  by  Mr.  Robinson,  that  name 
corrected  afterwards  (as  I  am  told)  to  pallidum  by  Dr.  Boswell 
Syme.  I  do  not  see  any  character  in  this  fourth  example,  which 
should  prevent  Mr.  Backhouse  also  giving  to  it  the  name  of 
pallidum,  although  not  aware  that  he  has  seen  any  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son's specimens.  I  give  Mr.  Backhouse  credit  for  knowing  the 
Hieracia  of  his  own  country  at  least  as  well  as  they  could  have 
been  known  to  Dr.  Schultz  ;  indeed,  almost  as  well  as  the  review- 
ing critic  may  think  that  he  himself  knows  them.  And  when 
finding  the  German  and  English  botanists  in  direct  conflict  about 
the  nomenclature  of  a  British  species,  I  cannot  feel  myself  quite 
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competent  (like  the  Tyro -reviewer)  to  decide  by  an  ego  din-i  which 
of  the  two  is  correct,  which  in  error.  To  my  more  humble 
judgment  the  matter  is  still  unclear,  uncertain,  misettled, — an 
ambiguity. 

To  the  Reviewer  himself  "there  is  no  ambiguity  whatever." 
Like  a  Peter  Parley  in  the  botanical  line,  he  could  tell  us  all  about 
it ;  onl}"  he  has  not  told  us  anything.  Everything  being  so  clear 
and  certain,  according  to  him,  has  he  not  made  a  "  most  important 
omission  "  in  the  small  tirade  above  quoted  ?  In  anxiety  to 
display  his  superiority  over  the  author  censured,  has  he  not  over- 
looked the  needs  of  his  own  readers  ?  Might  they  not  "  expect 
that  the  natural  course  (meaning,  rational  course  ?)  for  him  to 
take,"  would  be  that  of  enlightening  them  with  the  results  of  his 
own  "  care  to  investigate  the  matter  "  ?  Yet  he  has  not  told  them 
whether  Mr.  Bowman's  plant  from  Dinas  Bran  is  iKiUiclum,  or  not 
2Jallidum  ;  —  if  not  pallidum,  why  not  pallidum ;  —  if  correctly 
ixdlidum,  whether  it  is  prcecox  also ; — if  the  latter  also,  whether 
the  two  are  synonymous  and  identical ; — whether  the  precox 
includes  all  pallidum ; — or  only  the  maculate  states  oi  pallidum ; — 
or  none  at  all  oi  pallidum  .^  To  those  readers  and  reviewers  who 
can  answer  all  the  several  items  of  this  multiple  querj^,  the  matter 
has  become  less  of  an  ambiguity  than  it  still  remains  to  me. 

And  now,  good  Friend,  j'ou  will  find  it  difficult  to  deny  that  the 
Reviewer  has  put  forth  his  own  mistakes  and  imperfect  knowledge, 
as  being  so  many  defects  in  my  book.  I  spare  you  further 
examples  of  his  critical  competence.  But  let  me  repeat  in  conclu- 
sion, that  you  are  addressed  onl}^  as  being  responsible  editorially, 
and  are  acquitted  of  personal  participation  in  these  blundering 
strictures.  Perhaps  you  may  feel  awkwardly  placed  between 
Reviewer  and  Author.  Accept  my  recommendation,  to  express 
no  opinion  in  the  matter  to  either  party.     Yours,  etc. 

The  Author  of  the  Compendium. 


E.  KEW3IAN,  TRINTER,  fl,  DEVONSHIRE    STKEET,  BlSHOrSGATt'. 


REPLY 


TO 


Dr.  TRIMEN'S    LETTER   OF    DEFENCE. 


In  our  Courts  of  Justice  a  Plaintiff  is  held  entitled  to 
reply  to  any  defence  set  up  against  him,  and  the  matter  is 
then  left  to  the  Jury.  I  have  received  a  post  letter  from 
Dr.  Trimen,  dated  January  16,  1871,  which  intimates  his 
intention  to  publish  it.  The  letter  is  an  attempted  defence 
or  exculpation  of  himself,  as  the  anonymous  (now,  acknow- 
ledged) Reviewer,  against  whose  unfairness  I  protested  by  a 
printed  letter  addressed  to  his  Co -assistant-Editor,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Baker.  The  usual  right  of  reply  to  a  defence  is  claimed  in 
turn.  I  act  on  it,  not  doubting  that  the  few  botanists  to 
whom  my  former  letter  was  sent,  will  hold  me  excused  for 
again  troubling  them  with  this  second  brochure,  under  the 
circumstances  which  call  it  forth. 

It  is  now  made  clear  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  conviction 
that  the  Co-editor,  addressed  by  my  former  letter,  had  not 
been  implicated  in  a  book-notice  wdiich  was  so  little 
characterized  by  sincerity  or  justice.  According  to  my 
judgment,  the  same  lack  of  these  qualities  pervades  also 
the  letter  of  defence.  But  it  is  precisely  the  absence  of 
these  characteristics  which  makes  reply  in  concise  terms 


practically  impossible.  A  straightforward  statement  can 
usually  be  met  by  another  statement  of  like  kind;  while 
disingenuous  perversions  and  case-makings  can  be  fully 
refuted  only  by  a  laboured  unravelling,  which  few  persons 
care  to  bestow  their  time  upon.  Easy  enough  is  it  to  make 
untrue  or  untenable  charges  in  few  words ;  while  it  may  be 
quite  impossible  to  disprove  them  with  anything  like  the 
same  brevity.  This  places  my  present  reply  at  much  dis- 
advantage. And  although  I  purpose  again  to  handle  each 
of  the  four  heads,  under  which  Dr.  Trimen  has  arranged  his 
defence,  I  shall  not  dwell  on  each  petty  cavil  and  ai*tful 
argument  resorted  to  under  them. 


'■Ja'^ 


I.  It  was  shewn  by  my  former  letter,  that  the  Reviewer 
had  attributed  to  me  a  statement  which  I  had  never  made. 
That  instance  of  mis-assertion  was  so  obvious,  and 
seemingly  so  purposeless,  as  to  induce  a  remark  on  my  part 
that  it  was  "perhaps  rather  a  careless  than  a  wilful  one." 
Dr.  Trimen's  letter  neglects  the  loophole  for  escape  thus 
offered  to  the  Reviewer,  by  declaring  it  simply  an 
inadvertence,  and  so  ending  the  matter.  His  letter  abstains 
from  disclaiming  the  wilfulness  of  the  misrepresentation, 
but  seeks  to  excuse  it  on  the  ineligible  ground  that  he  had 
committed  the  same  fault  on  a  former  occasion,  and  that 
I  had  not  then  resented  it.  He  gives  me  greater  reason  to 
do  so  now,  since  even  this  strange  excuse  had  been  rendered 
inapplicable  to  the  second  occasion.  Any  such  re-mis- 
assertion  ought  to  have  been  prevented  by  my  own 
counter-declaration,  actually  printed  in  Part  Third  of  the 
Compendium,  page  473 ; — reprinted  on  page  3  of  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Baker. 


II.  The  second  portion  of  the  defence  is  made  a  medium 
for  renewing  that  untenable  charge  of  neglect  against  me, 
which  was  shewn  to  be  really  a  chronological  blunder  of  the 
Reviewer.  The  sophistry  and  injustice  of  this  renewed 
attempt  will  occasion  much  waste  of  text  for  their  clear 
exposure.  His  object  is  to  make  out  that  he  was  justified 
in  adducing  the  instance  of  Callitriche  truncata  as  an 
"  important  omission,"  in  the  Compendium.  To  this  end 
he  shifts  his  ground,  and  now  trains  up  to  a  false  conclusion 
by  misapplying  certain  dates  and  facts  taken  from  the 
Compendium  itself.  I  take  the  first  and  last  of  those  dates, 
with  the  facts  involved,  for  explanatory  comment,  and  will 
then  shew  the  misapplication  of  them  to  an  utterly  false 
conclusion. 

Ruhus  ohliquus  is  introduced  into  the  Compendium  from 
the  Journal  of  Botany  for  April,  1870.  If  this  shews 
anythmg,  it  ought  to  be  accepted  as  shewing  my  endeavour 
to  do  fullest  justice  to  the  Journal,  by  quoting  from  it  to 
the  latest  date  possible.  The  Ruhus  comes  on  page  505, 
where  its  insertion  was  luckily  facilitated  by  a  blank  space 
left  in  the  manuscript  for  a  few  lines  of  summary  relating  to 
Babington's  distributive  table  of  Bramble-species.  By 
omitting  those  few  lines,  the  space  became  conveniently 
available  for  Ruhus  ohliquus.  It  might  almost  seem  asjf  I 
then  foresaw  the  unfair  use  to  be  made  of  this  my  endeavour 
to  bring  up  the  contents  of  the  Compendium  to  the  latest 
possible  record ;  for  I  added  the  words  "  An  additional 
species,  reported  by  the  Bev.  Andrew  Bloxam,  in  the 
Journal  of  Botany  for  April,  1870; — 2chile  these  pages  are 
going  through  the  press."  The  protective  bearing  of  these 
quoted  words  will  presently  appear. 

Callitriche  truncata  was  recorded  one  month  later  in  the 


same  Journal.  If  in  time,  its  proper  place  would  have  been 
found  on  page  513,  just  eight  pages  onward  from  that  of  the 
Euhus.  But  the  Compendium  was  then  printing  at  the  rate 
of  tiventy-four  to  thirty-ttco  pages  a  month.  Even  had  it 
not  been  just  over  time,  there  would  have  been  no  obligation 
to  strike  out  something  else  from  a  proof-page,  in  order  to 
let  in  the  Callitriche  ;  because  the  book  did  not  undertake 
(no  such  book  can  undertake)  to  include  all  that  may  become 
known  while  it  is  actuall}'^  printing. 

Scirpus  jJdi'vulus  was  discovered  so  lately  as  July,  1870, 
and  yet  its  discovery  is  recorded  on  page  587  of  the 
Compendium.  Surely,  this  again  is  evidence  of  my  own 
desire  to  include  in  its  pages  (when  jDossible)  the  very  latest 
facts  of  any  botanico-topographical  value.  Fortunately,  it 
could  be  managed  in  this  case,  and  without  the  awkward 
necessity  of  making  room  for  an  addition  by  thrusting  out 
something  else.  Mr.  Mansel  sent  me  the  plant  immediately 
on  his  discovery  of  it,  which  was  barely  in  time  for  notice. 
The  proof  of  page  587  passed  through  my  hands  only  very 
few  days  afterwards.  The  Scirpus  itself  being  there  already 
in  the  usual  form,  a  simple  change  from  the  word 
"Extinct?"  into  "  Ee-discovered  in  1870,"  with  a  corre- 
sponding slight  change  in  the  line  above,  enabled  the  record 
of  its  re-discovery  to  appear  in  the  Compendium,  on  a  page 
far  onward  from  that  of  Euhus  ohliquus. 

The  perverting  use  made  in  Dr.  Trimen's  letter,  of  these 
two  and  intervening  dates,  is  curiously  illustrative  of  the 
spirit  in  which  that  letter  is  written.  He  goes  on  to  state 
that,  "  Notes  and  Corrections "  were  printed  still  farther 
onward  in  the  Compendium,  on  pages  606 — 615,  and  then 
alleges  that  the  non-insertion  of  Callitriche  triincata  among 
them   *'  may  fairly  {sic)  be  held  an   omission."      This   is 


merely  carping  twaddle.  The  non-insertion  might  have 
been  held  an  omission  by  oversight  or  neglect  if,  but  only 
if,  the  title  and  contents  of  those  pages  had  been  "  Additions 
and  Corrections"  relating  to  anything  in  or  out  of  the  whole 
volume.  Such  was  not  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  the 
notes  and  corrections  related,  and  were  expressly  stated 
(page  607)  to  relate,  only  to  the  localities  of  plants  treated 
in  Parts  First  and  Second.  The  "  Additional  List,  including 
Segregates,"  etc.,  is  the  long  list  in  Part  Third,  pages  4.73 — 
605,  in  which  it  became  chronologically  impossible  to 
include  Callitriclie  truncata.  Dr.  Trimen's  letter  now 
pretends  that  the  appropriate  place  was  elsewhere,  among 
pages  606 — 615  ;  but  this  is  disingenuous  pretence  only. 
He  knew  full  well  that  the  proper  place  for  a  segregate 
Callitriclie,  not  noticed  in  Part  First,  would  have  been  on 
page  513  ;  for  he  himself  virtually  said  this,  when  first  citing 
Callitriclie  truncala  as  his  solitary  (and  still  solitary) 
example  of  my  important  omissions.  His  own  words 
interrogatively  suggested  that  its  true  place  was  "  among 
the  segregates?  "  namely,  on  page  513.  But  now,  hard  up 
even  for  sham  e\ndence  against  me,  he  is  driven  to  eat  his 
own  printed  words,  and  to  change  the  place  from  page  513 
"among  the  segregates,"  etc.,  to  pages  606—615,  among 
the  localities ; — in  other  words,  to  treat  Callitriclie  truncata, 
not  as  a  segregate  species  but  as  a  locality.  And  this  is 
what  he  designates  "  fairly  "  making  out  a  case  of  negligent 
•'  omission  "  on  my  part ! 

A  re-quotation  of  the  whole  passage  from  the  review  will 
bring  out  more  clearly  the  quibbling  character  of  Dr. 
Trimen's  after-attempt  to  connect  the  so-called  "  important 
omission  "  with  the  Notes  and  Corrections  printed  on  pages 
007 — 615.     The  Reviewer's  own  words,  here  quoted,  shew 
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that  he  then  had  in  view  the  "  additional  list "  which 
"  occupies  pages  461 — 605."  A  shift  now  to  the  Notes  and 
Corrections,  on  pages  607 — 615,  is  evidently  an  evasive 
after-thought,  a  mere  subterfuge  utterly  irreconcileable  with 
the  words  and  the  figures  (pages)  previously  given  by  the 
lleviewer  himself  in  the  subjoined  extract: — 

"  The  whole  additional  list  occupies  (with  a  brief  introduction)  pages  461 — 
605,  and  is  arranged  in  the  same  order  as  the  general  synopsis  in  the  two 
preceding  parts.  It  seems  brought  down  pretty  nearly  to  the  present  time, 
and  our  own  pages  are  laid  under  frequent  requisition,  though  often 
insufficiently  quoted.  The  most  important  omission  (among  the  segregates  ?) 
is  CalUtriche  truncata,  noticed  in  this  Journal  last  May  (see  p.  154)." 

III.  It  has  become  convenient  now  for  Dr.  Trimen's 
letter  to  declare  that  he  used  the  word  Requisition  to 
"  imply  "  that  I  had  frequently  quoted  or  made  use  of  the 
pages  of  the  Journal  "  in  a  legitimate  and  necessary 
manner."  Can  Dr.  Trimen  shew  what  other  writers  on 
science  have  used  that  word  to  express  ordinary  quotation 
or  reference,  or  legitimate  repetitions  from  other  books  ?  If 
rarely  or  never  so  used  in  works  on  natural  science,  why  used 
against  me  in  the  special  instance,  and  as  part  of  a  passage 
charging  me  with  omissions  and  insufficient  quotation? 
Truly,  it  is  a  curious  word  to  select,  and  to  place  in  such 
company,  in  order  to  imply  quotation  after  a  legitimate 
fashion !     Credat  Judaus. 

IV.  Dr.  Trimen's  letter  here  tries  to  evade  the  real  and 
primary  objection  made  by  me  against  his  rudely  expressed 
declaration,  in  reference  to  the  correct  name  of  the  Hiera- 
cium  brought  from  Dinas  Bran  in  Wales.  He  charged  me 
with  improperly  placing  the  Welch  plant  in  the  category  of 
•ambiguity,'    declaring   in    terms    arrogantly  positive,  that 


"  there  is  no  ambiguity  whatever  to  any  one  who  cares  to 
investigate  the  matter."  I  met  this  remarkably  self- 
sufficient  claim  to  decide  for  everybody  else,  by  demon- 
strating that  careful  investigation  would  speedily  shew 
much  ambiguity.  Instead  of  attempting  to  sustain  his 
all-including  assertion,  even  to  the  small  extent  of  shewing 
that  a  single  British  botanist  knows  the  plant  of  Dinas 
Bran  to  be  certainly  Hieracium  pracox,  and  not  Hieracium 
pallidum,  he  strives  to  divert  the  attention  of  his  readers 
to  other  issues  on  incidental  or  irrelevant  points ;  first 
rambling  away  into  a  platitude  about  something  which 
forms  "  no  part  of  the  duties  of  a  Eeviewer,"  as  if  somebody 
had  said  that  it  did  form  a  part  of  such  duties.  It  Avould 
be  sheer  waste  of  time  and  text  to  track  and  grapple  with 
the  shifty  course  of  the  letter  here.  But  I  will  suggest  to 
its  writer  one  other  thing  which  should  be  no  part  of  the 
duty  or  conduct  of  a  conscientious  Eeviewer;  namely, 
printing  a  most  positive  assertion  in  disparagement  of  an 
individual  person  ("Mr.  Watson")  which  the  Reviewer 
could  not  then  have  known  to  be  true,  and  which  he  must 
now  know  to  have  been  false. 

I  am  unable  to  say  whether  or  not  the  printed  letter  of 
Dr.  Trimen  is  literally  the  same  with  the  post  letter  sent  to 
me  in  manuscript,  neither  altered  nor  added  to.  If  the 
same,  I  shall  not  at  all  covet  the  moral  sense  or  the 
reasoning  intellect  of  those  among  its  readers  who  can 
admire  it,  or  confide  in  it,  after  seeing  the  evidence  on  each 
side. 

The  Author  of  the  Compendium. 
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